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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


\ - 
MarxTHa Counteſs of ELcixn and 


 KiNCARDINE, 


MaDAM, 


HE publication of the following! Lectures 
affords me an agreeable opportunity of 
teſtifying the high efteem which I entertain of 
your Ladyſhip's amiable character, and of the 
illuſtrious example whereby you have adorned 
your elevated ſtation ;—and of expreſſing my 
grateful ſenſe of the favour and patronage which 
[ have received from your Noble Family. 


 IMPELLED by ſentiments of reſpe& and grati- 
tude, I have the honour of preſenting this ſmall 
offering to your Ladyſhip, whoſe well-known 
ſacred regard to the word of God, and whoſe 
warm attachment to the intereſts of true reli- 
gion, fully juſtly my inſcribing to you an Ex- 
poſition 


DEDICATION. 


- 


poſition of a moſt ſublime and intereſting part 
of the Holy Scriptures. —With fervent prayers 
to the God of all grace for your temporal and 
eternal felicity, and for every bleſſing to all the 


Branches. of your amiable Family, I am, 


- 


Map, 


4 


With great regard, 
Vour Ladyſhip's moſt obliged 


and moſt humble ſervant, 


Dairſie, Sept. "7 


1791. ROBERT Maccurrocu. 
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THE 
PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 


ARIOUS methods have been employed, 
by the wiſdom of God, for the inſtruction 
of mankind. Hiſtories have been written, in 
which the great events of antiquity are diſtinctly 
recorded, the moſt illuſtrious characters are faith- 
fully delineated, and the moſt. important leſſons 
| are forcibly inculcated. Laws have been publith- 
ed, ſtamped with divine authority, ſhowing the. 
good and acceptable will of God, in the keeping 
of which there is a great reward; and ſerving as 
a lamp to guide our feet into the ways of righ- 
teouſneſs and peace. Poetry hath diſplayed its 
attractive beauties and graces, with the happy 
deſign of captivating our hearts to the love and 
obedience of ſacred truth, and ſtimulating our 
ardour in the practice of goodneſs. The great 
principles and duties of morality have been en- 
forced in ſhort proverbial ſentences, furniſhing 
excellent practical rules of action, and recom- 
mending, by the moſt powerful motives, every 
part of good conduct. Sublime truths, and in- 
tereſting diſcoveries, have been preſented to view, 
reſpecting the Eternal God, the operations of 
| his providence, the diſpenſations of his grace, 
and the . of his kingdom, calculated to pro- 
A duce 
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duce the molt ſalutary effects. Prophecies have 
been delivered, at the diſtance of ages from the 
predicted events, unfolding a ſcheme ſo aſtoniſh- 
ingly vaſt, and altogether unparalleled, as ſhould 
ſtrike awe and wonder into the hearts of men; 
and make us conclude, that the ſuhject, in which 
we are thus inſtructed, muſt be of the higheſt 
moment, and greateſt concern to mankind. | 
5 mode of inſtruction, though preſump- 
tuouſly aſſumed by ſome Heathen oracles, is pe- 
culiar to the Moſt High God, with whom a 
thouſand years are as one day, and to whom are 
known all his works from the beginning of the 
world. For this purpoſe he raifed up ſucceſſively 
a race of men, under the ſpecial direction of his 
Holy Spirit, who, for many ages, delivered one 
prediction after another, giving notice of the 
. events which, commencing in early ages, 
reacheth to the conſummation of all things; 
eee deſcribing the dignity of our Re- 
deemer's perſon, and the glorious purpoſes for 
which he came into the world: This method 
of conveying knowledge by prophecy, is, above 
all others, attended with many important ad- 
vantages. It ſerves to raiſe admiration of that 
beneficent ſcheme deviſed by infinite wiſdom 
for our recovery, and to convince men that the 
ſubject to which it relates muſt be of the laſt 
conſequence to the inhabitants of this earth. It 
ſhows the truth of the ſacred oracles in the moſt 
ſtriking light; and affords a proof, that is con- 
tinually growing ſtronger, that the ſcriptures are 
the word of God. It alſo encourages us to en- 


tertain the pleaſing hope, that the bleſſed deſigns 
which 


which God hath in view to accompliſh, ſhall be 
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proportioned to the greatneſs of the means uſed 
by him who worketh all in all. With this a- 
greeable expectation, we enter with pleaſure on 
the conſideration of the prophecies before us, 
deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of their excellence, 
variety, and uſefulneſs. 

As to the ſubjects treated of in this inſpired 
book : It contains a rich variety of matter, well 
deſerving our moſt attentive conſideration. The 
inſpired writer having been employed as a 
teacher of the people, his diſcourſes are not 
merely prophetical, they are replete with in- 


ſtruction, admonition, reproof, and conſolation. 


They abound with animated repreſentations of 
the infinite majeſty, the perfections, providence, 


and government of Jehovah ; to which is added, 


a hiſtorical deſcription of ſome intereſting events 
which happened in the days of our prophet. 
They are enriched with many excellent precepts, 
which ſhow us what the Lord our God requireth 
of us, and direct us in the paths of righteouſneſs, 
whilſt the oppoſite ſins are marked and repre- 
hended in ſuch a manner as tends to awaken the 
conſcience and affect the heart. They are inter- 
ſperſed with declarations of the gracious pur- 
poles of God toward his people, with denuncia- 
tions of awful judgments againſt tranſgreſſors, 
with aſſurances of deliverance to the penitent, 
and many powerful arguments to the duties of 
obedience. Above all, they treat of the great 
Meſſiah, typified by the rites inſtituted under 
the former diſpenſation, prefigured by many 
righteous men, and whoſe way was prepared 


by 
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by the whole ſeries of events which preceded 
his appearance. Chriſt, eſpecially Chriſt cruci- 
fed, throws a moſt agreeable light on the Old 
Teſtament, particularly on the prophecies of this 
book. Unleſs the rites and ſacrifices, appointed 
under the former diſpenſation, are conſidered 
in reference to him, they will ſeem a confuſed 
heap of unmeaning ceremonies. Unleſs we view 
the prophecies as ultimately receiving their com- 
pletion in him, and the intereſts of his kingdom, 
they will ſeem wrapt up in impenetrable obſcu- 
rity. On the contrary, when we trace their 
connection with our Saviour, the centre in which 
all the great lines of revelation unite, what admi- 
rable order and deſign, what agreeable ſymme- 
try and proportion, what beautiful harmony and 
cxconomy, are conſpicuous in the different parts 
which compole the whole, framed to convey the 
moſt uſeful inſtructions, and to promote one 
great end ! 

Theſe prophecies then concern us, as well as 
thoſe to whom they were firſt delivered. They 
aſſured them of the certainty of events then 
future; they inſtruded them in the mind of 
God, and were admirably fitted to inſpire them 
with reverence for that ſovereign hand which 
uniformly directeth all things. The partial ac- 
compliſhment of theſe predictions ought to be 
conſidered by us as an agreeable pledge and ſe- 
curity, that thoſe which remain to be fulfilled 
ſhall certainly have their completion in due 
time, whilſt it affords us ſtrong encouragement 
to intruſt all our concerns in the hands of our 


faithful Creator. It is therefore both our duty 
and 
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and intereſt diligently to ſtudy them, knowing 
that whatſoever things were written aforetime 
were written for our learning, that we, through 
patience and comfort of the ſcriptures, might 
have hope. 

With reſpect to the inſpired writer, and di- 


vine authority of this book: It bears the name 


of Iſaiah, who 1s repeatedly mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, by our Lord and his apoſtles, 
as a true prophet, a holy man of God, who 


| ſpake as he was moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Many paſſages are expreſsly quoted from theſe 


prophecies by them, for illuſtrating or confirm- 
ing what they did or ſaid. In reading the New 
Teſtament, I found eighteen citations where the 


. prophet is named, and his words plainly recited ; 


ſo that there can ha no miſtake, either as to the 
writer, or the place intended. I have alſo reckon- 
ed above two hundred and fifty paſſages in 
the New Teſtament where this prophecy ſeems 
evidently referred to, though the prophet is 
not mentioned, nor his words always formally 
quoted; yet, on many occaſions, the alluſion 
is obvious and ſtriking. This affords every 
Chriſtian a ſatisfying proof of the divine inſpi- 
ration of this ſacred book ; and in this he will 
cheerfully acquieſce, knowing he cannot call in 


queſtion its authority, unleſs he deny the in- 


{piration of the New Teſtament. Indeed the 
excellent and ſublime ſubjets which are here 
treated, the harmony, conliſtency, and purity, 
that are conſpicuous through the whole, with the 
exact accompliſhment many of the predictions 
have already received, give full proof of its di- 

vine 


r . 
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vine original. It is unneceſſary to adduce more 
evidences on this ſubje& for the conviction of 


the ſceptical, who reject not the word of God 
for want of evidence, but from love to thoſe 


iniquities which are therein ſtrictly N 


and threatened. 
That there lived {ſuch a perſon as Iſaiah is 


univerſally agreed, both by Jews and Chriſtians, 
and is a fact which cannot be ſeriouſly diſputed. 
That he was an eminent prophet of the Lord, 
remarkable for holineſs of life, for the excellency 
of his doctrine, and the illuſtrious proofs he gave 
of his divine miſſion, are facts abundantly mani- 
feſt from the Books of Kings and Chronicles, 
That he was the writer of this juſtly admired 
and immortal work, in which he delineates the 
character of the people among whom he lived, 
deſcribes the divine goodneſs they experienced, 


and fortels their future fortunes, cannot be 


plauſibly denied. Who, before our modern 
Infidels, ever ventured to queſtion theſe incon- 
teſtable facts? and who ever expreſſed a doubt 
concerning theſe things among the Iſraelites ? 


What better reaſons can be aſſigned for attri- 


buting to Virgil or Homer their admired poems, 
or to Mahomet his Alcoran, than can be given 
for aſcribing the prophecies before us to Iſaiah, 
the renowned prophet of the Lord? This, 
brethren, 1s not an ordinary book, which, like 
many others, may be hazarded under a fictitious 
name; nor is it a book that, after having lain 
in obſcurity for ages, hath been artfully impoſed 
on us by deſigning men. It is a ſacred bock, 


which the Jews have read with veneration ſince 
: its 
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| its firſt publication, and which they have care- 


fully preſerved during ſeventeen hundred years 
exile, diſperſion, and reproach. It is an inſpired 
book, which Chriſtians of every denominatien 
have ſtudied,* fince the time this honourable 
character was firſt given them at Antioch; and 
which, by their unanimous ſuffrage, hath been 


admitted into the canon of ſcripture, given by 


inſpiration of God, that the man of God may 
be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
works. Bleſſed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
thoſe things which are written therein. 

With regard to the ſtyle in which theſe pro- 


phecies are written, and the manner of our pro- 


phet's dition ; There is a remarkable pleaſing 
variety in the mode of his expreſſion, which, 
as the ſubje& requires, is nervous, figurative, 
elegant, and ſublime. Theſe prophecies, ſo far 
as I know, have been generally conſidered as 
written in proſe. A learned commentator ob- 
ſerves , that the compoſition has in it a fort of 
number or meaſure of an oratorial kind, as he 
afterward explains it. The celebrated Dr. Lowth, 
biſhop of London, in his Preliminary Diſſerta- 


tion to his new tranſlation of this book, makes 


the following juſt and beautiful remarks on this 
ſubject, which I ſhall make no apology for tran- 
{cribing : Says the learned Prelate, But if there 
* thould appear a manifeſt conformity between 
the prophetical ſtyle, and that of the books 
* ſuppoſed to be metrical, a conformity in every 


* Vitringa, Prolegom. in Iſaiam, p. 8. 
| | known 
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4 * known part of the poetical character, which 
fl « equally diſcriminates the prophetical and the 
| * 'metrical books, from thoſe acknowledged to 
be proſe: It will be of uſe to trace out and to 
* mark this conformity with all poſſible accu- 
ll racy ; to obſerve how far the peculiar cha- 
19 * racteriſtics of each ſtyle coincide, and to ſee 
of * whether the agreement between them be ſuch 
nas to induce us to conclude, that the poetical 
* „ and the prophetical character of ſtyle and 
| « compolition, though generally ſuppoſed to be 
“different, yet are really one and the ſame *.” 
And having endeavoured, with great accuracy 
and taſte, to eſtabliſh his hypothefis, he ſubmits 
to the judgment of the candid reader his obſer- 
| vations upon a ſubje& which hardly admits of 
| proof and certainty, which is rather a matter of 
| opinion and of taſte than of ſcience. 
| The poliſhed Dr. Hurd, biſhop of Worceſter, 
| conſiders the prophetic ſtyle! in his Ninth Sermon, 
| introductory to the Study of the Prophecies. I 
9 cannot deny myſelf the pleaſure of tranſcribing 


— , — — — "I 


mm ” 


I a few ſentences from that excellent diſcourſe. 
| The juſtly admired writer, in a deduction of 

Bi the cauſes which produced the character of the 

| prophetic ſtyle, ſays, © He believes that charac- 

* ter is truly given by thoſe who affirm, that 
*“ the ſtyle of the prophets was only the poeti- 
* cal and highly figurative ſtyle of the Eaſtern WW 

„ nations. wy And having given an account of 
the emblematic and highly coloured expreſſion, 
which glares ſo ſtrongly in the prophetic ſcrip- 
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tures, he thus proceeds : © This then is the true 
and proper account of that peculiar ſtyle which 
„ looks ſo ſtrangely, and, to thoſe who do not 
« advert to this original of it, perhaps ſo fan- 
« taſtically, in the writings of the prophets. 
« And what more natural, than that a mode of 
« expreſſion, which was ſo well known, ſo com- 
« monly practiſed, and ſo much revered ; which 
<« was affected by the wittieſt, nay, by the wiſeſt 
« of thoſe times; which was employed in the 
theology of the Eaſtern world, in its poetry, 
„its philoſophy, and all the ſublimer forms of 
« compoſition ; what wonder, I ſay, that this 
“ cuſtomary, this authorized, this admired ſtrain 
* language, ſhould be that in which the ſacred 


« writers conveyed their higheſt and moſt im- 
portant revelations to mankind *“ Having 


quoted theſe two elegant authors on the ſubject 
of ſtyle, it is unneceſſary for me to add any 
thing farther on this topic. 

As to the diſtribution of the ſeveral parts of 
which this book is compoled, and the arrange- 
ment of the diſcourſes it contains : It compre- 
hends a number of prophecies, delivered on va- 
rious occaſions, publithed at different ſeaſons, 
and afterward collected together by the prieſts, 
or ſome other good men, perhaps under the in- 
ſpection of pious king Hezekiah. Whilſt that 
upright prince ſat on the throne of Judah, the 
Proverbs of Solomon were copied out by his 
men f; and having collected and tranferibed 


| them, we may naturally ſuppoſe they would 


10 Page 87. + Prov. xxv. 1. 
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not allow the Prophecies of Iſaiah to lie neglect- 
ed. The ſeveral prophecies are diſtinguiſhed by 
the titles prefixed to them, the ſubjects of which 


they treat, or the time in which they were de- 
livered, excepting the laſt, contained in the for- 
tieth, and following chapters to the end; the 


diſtribution of which is not ſo eaſily aſcertained, 
as it 1s not divided into parts by the prophet, 
nor marked by inſcriptions, and ſeems to be 
one continued compoſition. 


The whole prophetical part may be divided I 
(according to the learned Vitringa®, to whole ex- 


cellent Commentary I acknowledge myſelf much 
indebted for aſſiſtance in the following Lectures) 
into twenty; ſive diſcourſes; ſixteen of which are 
recorded in the firſt thirty-five chapters ; the 
other nine are contained in the fortieth, and 
twenty-ſix chapters that follow to the end. 
The hiſtorical part occupies the thirty-ſ1xth, 
thirty-ſeventh, thirty-eighth, and 8 
chapters. 

The prophecies may be diſtributed into five 
parts, in the manner following: 

1. The firſt twelve chapters, from the firſt to 
the twelfth incluſive, comprize five prophetic 
diſcourſes, addreſſed to the Jews and the ten 
tribes, whom the prophet, in different ways, 
reprehends, reproves, directs, and comforts. 

2. The next twelve chapters, from the twelfth 
to the twenty-fourth inclufive, contain eight diſ- 
courſes; in which are narrated the various for- 
tunes of the Babylonians, the Philiſtines, the 


* Proligom. page 24. 
Moabites. 
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Moabites, the Syrians, the Aſſyrians, the Ethio- 
pians, the Egyptians, the Arabians, and Tyrians. 
The eleven chapters that follow, from the 
twenty-fourth to the thirty-fifth :nctiifiver com- 
prehend a ſong of triumph, and three long 
ſermons, deſcribing the awful judgments and 
calamities which were to be inflicted on the in- 
corrigible Jews, the enemies of the church of 
Chriſt; with which are interſperſed many pre- 
cious ben directed to the peculiar people 
of Gd. 
4. The ten chapters which intervene, from 


the thirty-ninth to the forty-ninth incluſive, re- 
late four conſolatory diſcourſes; in which the 
= advent of the great Meſſiah is foretold ; the 


ſigns, the circumſtances, and effects of his ap- 


pearance are marked; and the great deliverance 


he ſhould accomplith for the church 1s predicted. 

5. In the laſt ſeventeen chapters, from the 
forty-ninth to the end, are recorded five ex- 
cellent diſcourſes, abounding with the richeſt 
imagery and moſt beautiful figures, exhibiting 
the various viciſſitudes and fortunes of the per- 


jon and kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt ; with which 


| the prophecy concludes, 


The hiſtorical part, which is comparatively 
ſhort, occupies the thirty-ſixth, thirty-feventh, 
thirty-eighth, and thirty-ninth chapters. It 1s 
employed in deſcribing {ſome remarkable occur- 
rences of the times in which Iſaiah ſuſtained the 


| character of a prophet of the Lord; connected 


with the leading ſubjects treated in this pro- 


phecy. Agrecable to this analyſis, I proceed in 


the following Lectures. 
With 


| 
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With reſpect to the plan on which they are 
executed: The firſt and principal buſineſs of a 
lecturer, according to my notion of expolitory 
exerciſes or lectures (as we call ſuch diſcourſes 
in Scotland), is to give the plain and literal ſenſe 
of the words, then to aſcertain the meaning 
of the expreſſion, to elucidate the ſubject, and 
afterward to improve it, for inſtruction, for re- 
proof, for direction, or conlolation, as the occa- 
110n ſeems to require. It is of great conſequence 
rightly to underſtand the phraſes and expreſſions, 
particularly in the prophetical books, where 
from the literal are often deduced deep and re- 
condite ſenſes, which depend entirely on the juſt 
and accurate interpretation of the words of pro- 
phecy. In diſcufling the parts which ſeem 
purely prophetical, it is requiſite to explain the 
import of the phraſeology, to ſhow the matter 
of the prediction, to point out the perſons and 
places to which they refer, and the time when 
they have been or ſhall be accompliſhed. This 
is highly neceſſary, that we may underſtand 
what is foretold, to whom it ſhall be fulfilled, 
when and where its completion may be expect- 
ed. I am ſenſible that the application of the 
prophecies to their correſponding events 1s at- 
tended with conſiderable difficulties. The ob- 
{curity in which they are neceflarily involved, 
the general terms and mixed ſtyle in which they 
are commonly announced, and the hyperbolical 
ſtrain in which they are often delivered, render 
them more liable to miſinterpretation than other 
parts of ſcripture. Beſides, inadvertence to the 


connection whereby events are linked together, 
all 
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an intermixture of diſpenſations of providence 
with things the prophecy ſeems not to reſpect, 
and above all, the different perſons, events, and 
ſeaſons to which the ſame prediction refers, re- 
quire this ſubject to be treated with great mo- 
deſty and diffidence; eſpecially when we recol- 
lect, that, beſide the particular perſon, ſeaſon, 
and event, to which the prophecy more directly 
oints, it may have a more diſtant reference to 
others of ſtill higher importance, or it may re- 
ceive a continued completion through a long 
ſeries of time. From the applications of the an- 
cient prophecies by the writers of the New Teſ- 
tament, we ſee they admit of a very different 
interpretation from what may be thought to be 
the primary and immediate view of the prophets 
themſelves. This accomplithment of prophecy 
in more events than one, in the ſame ſyſtem, at 
different periods, forms that double ſenſe, which, 
far from giving offence, ought to excite our r 


miration, and eſtabliſh our faith in the divine 


teſtimony, convinced that the expoſitions which 
ſome imagine to be different ſenſes of the ſame 
icripture, are indeed no more than parts of one 
tull complete lene which properly belongs to it. 
Ihe ſtudent,” ſays the pious Dr. Horne, in 
his excellent Preface to his Commentary on the 
Plalms, © who is deſirous of farther information 
* upon a ſubject ſo curious, ſo entertaining, 
and ſo intereſting, as that of the figurative 
language of ſcripture, the principles on which 
it is founded, and the beſt rules to be obſerved 
in the ſober and rational interpretation of it, 
Ce, | may 
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xvi PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE. 
* may find ſatisfaction by conſulting the follow- 


ing authors : 
© Lowth's Preface to his Commentary on the 
% Prophets. 
_ < Lowth's Prælect. de Sacr. Poeſ. Heb. Prelect, 
© iv. —Xli. 

« Hurd's Introduct. to the Study of the Pro- 
“ phecies, Serm. 11. iii. and iv. 

„ Paſcal's Thoughts, Sect. x.— iv. 

66 Vitringa Obtervat. Sacr. Lib. vi. Cap. xx. 
* et Lib. vii. 

„ Vitringa Præfat. ad Comment. in Iſaiam. 

“ Glaſhi Philologia Sacra, Lib. ii. | Gn; 

« Witſii Miſcellan. Sacr. Tom. i. Lib. iii. 
“ Cap. iii. Lib. ii. Diſſert. i. 11. 

« Witin Econom. Foed. Lib. iv. Cap. vi.—x. 

* Waterland's General Preface to Scripture 
Vindicated. 

To which I ſubjoin with pleaſure, Horne's 
Preface to his Commentary on the Pſalms. 
Theſe Lectures were delivered to a {mall con- 
gregation in the country, with the defign of 
promoting their acquaintance with the ſacred 
oracles, of impreſſing their minds with the great 
truths they contain, and of directing them to 
the proper improvement they ought to make of 
their knowledge. I now preſent them to the 
inſpection of the Public, with no ſelf-intereſt in 
view, with no ſpleen to gratify, with no ſiniſter 
purpoſes to ſerve, but with a ſincere love of 
truth, and an affectionate deſire of advancing 
the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and the ſalvation of 
men. If I ſhall be ſo happy as to attain _ 
nds, 
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ends, I ſhall have a moſt ample recompence of 
my labour, and ſhall be more indifferent to the 
praiſe or cenſure which may be beſtowed on 
theſe well-meant endeavours to ſerve the beſt 
intereſts of mankind, I hope, however, that 
this publication, though in many reſpects defi- 


cient, may induce others, who have more time 


and greater abilities, to adopt this uſeful method 
of illuſtrating ſcripture, and to do greater juſtice 


to the ſubject of theſe Lectures. A work of 
this ſort being uncommon, it muſt be propor- 


tionally difficult; a circumſtance which, in ſome 
meaſure, -ought to apologize for the faults and 
deficiences that attend its execution. 

With reſpect to ſtyle and compoſition, it 158 
comes me rather to ſupplicate indulgence than 


claim applauſe. Some write for the learned and 
| more polite : I lectured, and now write, for the 
benefit of the plain and more unpolithed claſs of 


men, whole ſpiritual intereſts deſerve equal at- 


S tention. According to my abilities, I have en- 


deavoured to expreſs myſelf in plain ſcriptural 
language, affecting neither the ornaments of 


| diction, nor elegance of manner, which would 


With regard 


not have ſuited my audience. 


to the ſubject and matter of theſe diſcourſes, I 


cheertully ſubmit them to the peruſal of thoſe 
who are pleaſed to read them: far from pretend- 


| ing to dominion over their faith, or impoſing 


my ſentiments as the rule or meaſure of their 
judgment, I humbly ſuggeſt what, in my opi- 


nion, appears to be the true meaning and deſign 


of = in{pired writer. I truſt the candid Reader 


will not judge of them by a detached view of 


the 
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the explanation given of any particular paſſage il 
of ſcripture, concerning which I may be miſ- 
taken. To judge fairly, and pronounce juſtly 

of this performance, the general nature, the uni- 
form tenour, and profeſſed deſign, muſt be exa- 
mined with candour, and proper allowance 
made for the inaccuracies and errors that ma 
have eſcaped the author, which he will be ready 

to correct, when they are pointed out to him. 
Having lectured on the whole Prophecies of 
Ifaiah, I now publiſh, with ſome meaſure of 
diffidence and ſolicitude, this volume, as a ſpe- Mm 
cimen of the work, which would require about 
four volumes more to comprehend what re- 
mains of the expoſition. I fondly hope, that this 
ſample, which I now offer to the public inſpec- WM. 
tion, will prove, through the divine blefling, . 
acceptable and uſeful to ſome of thoſe who are 
pleaſed to peruſe it. Should they experience IM 
half the pleaſure in reading, which I enjoyed in. 
compoling and delivering theſe Lectures, my I 
labour will not be loſt, and their time and ex MW: 
pence fully compenſated. 

Thoſe who think that every one ought to be 
his own interpreter of {cripture, will no doubt 
conſider this as an unneceflary and uſeleſs publi- 
cation. I acknowledge, that the word of God 
is its own interpreter ; that the obſcure paſſages 
are beſt illuſtrated by thoſe which are more clear 
and perſpicuous; and that thoſe which are 10 
plain as to require little or no expoſition, throw 
light upon texts which are more difficult and 
hard to he underſtood : notwithſtanding I affirm, 


that Chriſtians may derive much benefit from 
Writing 
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ge Wl writings of this ſort well executed, and be greatly 
11 aſſiſted in underſtanding the meaning, connec- 
tly tion, and deſign of the ſacred books; and there- 
ni- fore they ought thankfully to receive them, and 


diligently improve them, in humble dependence 
Jon the divine bleſſing.— Thoſe alſo who are 


ay provided with the beſt Commentaries that have 
dy been written by learned men on the ſcriptures, 
m. may be of opinion, that this work might have 
of been ſuppreſſed, as there are already ſo many 


expoſitions of the Bible. Though it may be of 
mall benefit to them who are furniſhed with 
good libraries, it may be of conſiderable uſe to 
thoſe who, not poſſeſſed of this advantage, are 
deſirous of being aſſiſted in underſtanding the 
prophecies of the Old Teſtament, and in tracing 
their connection with the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
For ſuch theſe diſcourſes are eſpecially intended, 
though I hope they will be found not unworthy 
of the attention of others, whoſe approbation 
I would highly eſteem, and am ſolicitous to ob- 
tain, I conclude, by earneſtly recommending 
this performance to the kind patronage and di- 
vine benediction of that God, to the advance- 
ment of whoſe glory, and to the good of whoſe 
A it is humbly dedicated. 
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which he ſaw concerning Judah and Je- 
rulalem, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 


Theſe words, which ſeem to have been originally 
prefixed to the predictions recorded in this chapter, 
were afterward conſidered as the title of the whole 
ſacred book. The inſpired Writer of the Second Book 
ot Chronicles expreſsly refers to this divine compoſi- 
tion, as well known by the name which is given it in 
this verſe . The inſcription informs us in what 
manner theſe prophecies came from God who 
was the highly favoured perſon to whom they were 
communicated who were the people whoſe for- 
tunes they chiefly related and in what period of 
ume Iſaiah was employed in the prophetical office. 

The Moſt High God hath been graciouſly pleaſed 
iu times paſt, to ſpeak in divers manners to his ſer- 


* 2 Chron, xxxii. 32. 
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vants the prophets. To a few he diſcovered his mind, 
by !amiliarly converſing with them face to face, as a 
man with his friend. This intimate intercourſe with 
God Adam enjoyed in paradiic, and afterward Moſes 
in the wilderneſs, who in this reipect was honoured 
above all the prophets *. To tome he revealed him- 
{ſeit by dreams, in which he aflorded them thoſe inti- 
mations of his pleaſure which he judged proper to 
communicate. In this manner he diſcloſed his friendly 
purpoſes to the patriarch Jacob, reſpecting himſelf and 
his poſterity +. To others he conveyed inſtruction by 
viſions, in which were exhibited to their view lively 


repreſentations of thole things wherein they were to | 


inſtruct mankind. In this way the Almighty conde- 
ſcended to make known his will to our prophet; and 
therefore he calls theſe prophecies, The VISION 
wherewith he was favoured. The Lord God who 
ipake to our fathers, and who ſpeaks to us by the 
prophets, preſented to him a full view of the in— 
lereſting ſubjects which he deſcribes, and gave him 
the Gol ſatisfying diſcoveries of what he publiſhes 
for our benefit. Theſe things were made as plain 
and evident to him as if he had ſeen them with his 
bodily fight. In his prophecies, tacretore, he declares 
unto us, what he heard with his ears, and ſaw with 
his eyes, fo that with great propriety this inſpired 
book is called, THE VIS!ON OF ISAIAH. 

The highly favoured perſon to whom Jehovah re- 
vealed the lively oracles which we are now to coll- 
der, and whom he employed to communicate them 


to his people, was Iſaiah, or as he is called in the 


New Teitament, Etatas, which being interpreted, fg. 
nines he /atvation of the Lord. This is à name high! 


proper for that pr ophet by whom God was to give 


the knowledge . ſalvation, and on whom he con- 
ferred the diſtinguiſhed honour of delincating the cha- 


Dent NN XIiv. 10. Gen. xxviii. 12. & /cq. 


Fa. 
Lact 


Fa! Is 
e 


PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 23 


racter of the great Redeemer, and the complete re- 
demption he was to obtain. 

Names were anciently impoſed on children by their 
parents, not only for the ſake of diſtinction, but to 
expreſs their hopes and Cefires reſpecting them ; ; and 
we learn from ſcripture, that they were often given, 
by divine direction, exactly deſcriptive of the charac- 
ter of the perſons who received them. Among the 
many inſtances that might be adduced, I only men- 
tion that of Solomon, whoie name ſignifies peace ; 
and accordingly, in his days, God gave peace and 
quictneſs to Iirael. In like manner, our prophet fully 
an{wered the name which, by the direction of divine 
providence, he had received. He ſpake more fully 
and clearly than the prophets who had gone before 
him, of that illuſtrious Perſon, who is eminently diſ- 
ringuiſhed as the ſalvation of Jehovah, and of thoſe 
ſignal deliverances which afforded ſtriking repreſenta- 
tions of his great ſalvation ; whilit, in ſome reſpects, 
he was an inſtructive figure of him who was to come. 
He leems to have been poſſeſſed, in an eminent de- 
gree, of wiſdom and holineſs, of cloquence, zeal, and 
fidelity in diſcharging the duties of his office, and of 
extenſive authority and influence over the people 
among whom he lived. Ile was honoured and re— 
ſpected at court, when Sennacherib, king of Ailyria, 
invaded the land of Judah; being the only man men- 
tioned, who with Hezekiah, prayed and cried to 
Heaven tor deliverance; and being ſent to in that 
ſcaſon of trouble, rebuke, and blaſphemy, he returned 
the prince a moſt comfortable meſſage from the Go- 
vernor among the nations. Nor was he leſs remark- 
able tor his powerful influence with the God of the 


VI R. 1. 


whole earth, who, in anſwer , to his ſupplication, gave 


the Jewiſh monarch a ſign of his certain recovery 
trom the depths of diſtreſs, by bringing back the 
(h2dow ten degrees, oy which it had gone down 
4 the dial of Ahaz. To. this ſhort account of the 
Faracter of our prophet, 1 may add, he was not 
only 
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only a prophet, but a hiſtorian, who, as we are told, 
2 Chron. xxv1l. 22. wrote the acts of king Uzziah's 
reign, firft and laſt; though that hiſtory, with many 
others, not among the canonical books of Eriprune, 
are long ago buried in the ruins of time. 

The jon of Amoz. It is unnecellary, and would be 
unprofitable, to inquire into the character, the ſta- 
tion, and employment of our prophet's father; and 
therefore I ſhall not occupy your time, in reciting 
the various conjectures which have been formed on 
theſe ſubjects. It is ſufficient to remark, that he 
was probably a reſpectable perſon, of conſiderable 
rank, and high reputation among his countrymen : 
and at the time this prophecy was written, it might 
be _ proper to diſtinguiſh Iſaiah, by the character 
of the ſon of Amoz, from others of the fame name. 
Indecd it was frequently the cuſtom of the poſterity 
of Abraham, to mention not only the names of men 
themſelves, but of their fathers; of which innume- 
rable inſtances occur in the word of God. | 

Which he faw concerning Fudah and Jeruſalem. 
Theſe were the ſubjects to which the following pre- 
dictions relate. In the primary ſenſe of the words, 
their inhabitants, who belonged to the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin, with the Levites reſiding among them, 
were doubilels intended, in diſtinction from Ephraim, 
which included the other tribes of Iſrael. Judah was 
the land they poſfeſled; and Jerulalem was the me— 
tropolis of the kingdom, in which their kings and 
nobles, their judges, prieſts, and teachers reſided, 
who conſtituted the molt important part of the nation. 
The people who dwelt in theſe places, were choſen of 
God to be the objects of his peculiar care and ſpecial 
protection; their city and country were deſtined to 
be the theatre on which the Moſt High, in the laſt 
days, was to diſplay the riches of his s grace, by eſta- 
lithing the kingdom of Je ſus Chriſt. As that nation 
afforded a livdy repreſentation of the peculiar people 
of God under the New Teſtament, and that city was 
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a ſigure of the Jeruſalem that is above, which is the 
mother of us all, they may be underſtood here not 
only in their literal, but in their figurative ſignifica- 
tion, denoting the church of God under the new and 
better diſpenſation of his grace. This is the obvious 
meaning of Judah and Jeruſalem, in ſeveral places of the 
prophetic writings ; as in the following paſſage, where 
the Lord God promiſes, That when he ſhall perform 
the good things he hath ſpoken of to the houſe of 
* Ifrael and the houſe of Judah, in thoſe days Judah 
© ſhall be ſaved, and Ifrael ſhall dwell ſafely“.“ Not- 
withſtanding there are in the prophecies before us, 
ſome things relating to Ephraim, to Egypt, to Tyre, 
and to other nations, Judah and Jerutalem are the 
chief ſubject of which they treat ; and, it muſt be re- 
membered, theſe laſt-mentioned places include not 
only what was literally ſo called in ancient times, but 
the church of the Living God under the New Teſta- 
ment, to which we profeſſedly belong. This intereſts 
us more nearly in this portion of ſcripture, on which 
we are now entering, than many are apt to imagine 
and ſupplies us with a powerful argument to engage 
our ſerious attention. 

In the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiah, kings of Judah. The time during which each of 
theſe kings reigned is particularly mentioned in ſcrip- 
ture hiſtory ; and, when added together, make one 
hundred and twelve or thirteen years. It is evident, 
Iſaiah muſt have exerciſed his prophetical office du- 
ring the whole time in which Jotham and Ahaz fat 
upon the throne, being thirty-two years + From 
what we read in this prophecy, it appears, that he 
continued in his office until the fourteenth year of 
Hezekiah ; and ſuppoſing he was appointed to it ſo 
late as two years before Uzziah died, he muſt have 
acted in the character of a prophet at leaſt forty-eight 
years. Some have been of opinion, that he continued 


Jer. xxxiii. 16. + See 2 Chron. xxvii. 1. and xxviil. 1. 
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about ſixty years in the prophetical office, and lived to 
the reign of Manaſſeh: under whoſe wicked govern- 
ment, according to tradition, he was put to death, 
being lawn aſunder for pretended blaſphemy ; having 
declared, that he ſaw the Lord fitting upon his throne, 
high and lifted up, and for the ſharp reproof admini- 
{tered to the princes of Iſrael, from the tenth verſe of 
this chapter. Under kings of ſuch oppoiite diſpoſi- 
tions and characters, our prophet would no doubt ex- 
perience very different treatment, and his inſtructions 
would meet with very different entertainment. Whilſt 


Jotham and Hezekiah, who were good kings, fat on 


the throne of Judah, Itatah would certainly enjoy 
much of their ſupport and countenance in the execu- 
tion of his important office: whereas in the time of 
Ahaz, remarkable for his impiety, he probably ſut- 
fered much diſcouragement and oppoſition from that 


wicked prince, who ſhut up the doors of the houſe of 


the Lord, and erected altars to idols, notwithitand- 
ing all the divine eloquence our prophet employed in 
ſtemming the torrent of corruption. Let us re- 
member, what 1s addreſſed to Iſrael is alſo ſpoken to 
us; that the Lord God is addreſſing us from his holy 


temple; and therefore it becomes us, with reverence, 


to attend to this ſure word of prophecy, and to im- 


prove it, through the divine bleſſing, for doctrine, 


for reproof, for correction, and inſtruction in righ- 
tecuſneſs, that, like men of God, we may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. 

The prophecy recorded in this chapter ſtands ſingle, 
and unconnected with thoſe which follow; and affords 
a beautiful ſpecimen of the prophet's elegant and 
forcible manner of writing. It contains a warm remon- 


ſtrance againſt the heinous crimes, and abounding 


corruptions, of the perfidious and hypocritical, pro- 
telling people of God; moſt animated exhorta- 


tions to repentance, and a ſpeedy return to duty, 

drawn from the contemplation of their preſent cala- 

nuties, and imminent danger of defolating judg- 
ments 
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ments ;- with molt reviving encouragements to 
the faithful ſervants of the Moft High, derived from 
the acreeable proſpect of better times, after deſerved 
calamities thould be inflicted on the unfaithful and 
rebellious, and the promiſed bleſſings of divine grace 


communicated. 


2 Hear, O heavens, and give car, O earth; 
for the LORD hath ſpoken, [ have nouriſhed 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled 


againit me. 


The bleffed God is here introduced, entering a 
ſolemn charge and public complaint againſt his dif- 
obedient people, on account of their baſe neglect and 
ingratitude, to the truth and equity of which the 
whole world is ſummoned to attend and bear witnef 
The word tranſlated heavens may be derived from 
one that ſignifies @ name of honour and dignity ; and 
lo it intimates, that the heavens are the molt beauti- 
jul, glorious, and renowned part of creation. It 

may be compounded of an adverb of place, and a 
word ſignifying waters ; and then it informs us, that 
God hath therein laid up large ſtore of waters, which 
ne ſeaſonably communicates to this earth. It may be 
dedluced from a word that ſigniſies height or eleva- 
inn, in reſpect of place; : and ſerves to remind us of 
L what is obvious to view, that the heavens are the 
mheſt and moſt lofty parts of the univerſe: or it 
bis ay come from one that ſignifies 20 be a/tonifhed ; 
ltructing us, that if we W contemplate the bes- 


Soar at the immenſity and beauty, the magnifi; 
Jecnce and reg guarity of that ſpacious fabric. 'The 
word rendered earth ſeems to be derived from one 
hat ügnifics 70 run, 10 be in a fate of atti vity and mio. 
[itn and may denote, that this en arth l is in continual 
motion; that men, and its other inhabitants, in per- 
forming their ſeveral ſunctions, are in perpetual acti- 

| ml vity. 
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vity. Theſe different parts of creation, with their 
numerous inhabitants, are here ſolemnly invited, to 


attend to the important truth the prophet is about to 


( 


declare. Ye celeſtial ſpirits, who are the ſpectator ; 


of human actions, and contemplate the conduct of 


men, liſten to the aſtoniſhing repreſentation now to 


be laid before you! Ye men of God, to whom this 


earth is given for a poſſeſſion, who are endued with 
the principles of juſt perception and found judgment, 


men of every character and condition, who feel the 
influence of truth and equity, hearken to the word 
of the Lord! And ve in the inferior ranks of crea- 
tion, who, though incapable of ul-derſtanding and 
judgment, perform your operations accorcing to the 
laws given you, witneis, as you can, the unbound.- 
ed kindnefs of jchovah toward his people, and their 
wretched ingratitude toward him! This ſolemn man- 


ner of addres is frequently uſed by the prophets, to 
awaken diligent attention to what they are about to 


deliver. V ich 2 ſimilar introduction Moſes begins 


his ſublime ſong, recorded Deut. xxxii. in which he 


teſtifies againſt the Iſraelites for their diſobedience; 
< Give ear, O ve heavens, and I will ſpeak ; and 
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.“ The 
mighty God, by the prophet David, ſummons. all 
mankind to attend to his appeal *. And the prophet 
Jeremiah, expoſtulating with the Jews, as to their 
unnatural revolt from God, exclaims in theſe words, 
* Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be hor- 
* Tibly afraid, be ye very delolate, ſaith the I LG 
The heavens and the earth are here invited, 

hear, and give car. The latter of theſe expr fon 
ſerves to explain the former, whillt the repetition ot 
the call points out the high importance, and indiſper- 
fable neceſſity, of compliance with this requiſition. 
The words of the uiſeſt of men often deſerve but 
little regard, whereas the dictates of eternal wiſdom 


* Plain T2. -T- Jer- . 12. 
an. 


Ky 2 F 's 2 I eg Zeke ns ES! 3 Bak 
- o SEE * r FLIES TY; 3 
SS MN R : 


( 


uv via. 2. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 29 


their 
1, to 
ut to 
ators 
ct of 
W to 
this? 
with 
nent, 
1 the 
word 
crea- 
and 
) the 
und- 
their 
man- 
s, to 
at to 
2010s 
h he 
nce; 

and 


of which we are capable; and the call being directed 
to us in particular, demands our ſerious attention, 
and prompt obedience. Let us then turn away 
our eyes and ears from jeeing and hearing vanity, 
and hearken diligently to him who cauſeth us to hear 
his glorious voice. Let us earneſtly ſupplicate the 
God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of glory, 
to give us the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in 
the knowledge of him, that the eyes of our minds 
being enlightened, we may be thoroughly acquainted 
with the things freely given us of God. This is 
highly requiſite to our profiting by the ſcriptures; 
for we read, that when our Saviour, after his reſur- 
rection from the dead, expounded to his diſciples 
the writings of Moſes and the prophets concerning 
himſelf, he opened their underitandings to under- 
* ſtand the ſcriptures * *: and ſince his exaltation 


to his promiſe, to lead his followers into all truth ; 
which ought to animate us with the reviving hope of 
obtaining his gracious illumination and aſſiſtance. 


That we may reap ſubſtantial benefit from what God 


The hath ſpoken, let us be ſolicitous to get it deeply im- 
8 al preſſed on our hearts, ſtudying to become intimately 
Phet acquainted with it, delighting in the diſcoveries it 
their preſents to our view, and laying it up in our hearts, 
ords, ſo as to be ſuitably influenced by it at all times, that 
hol. we may ſhew ourſelves, © not forge tiul hearers, but 
d +. * doers of his word +. 
I, to For the Lord hath ſpoken. The word Jehan, 
lions which in this, and many other pla ces of ſcripture, is 
n el tranſlated Lord, ſignifics, that / he is, and was, and ts 
ſpe: 10 come, and denotes the peculiar manner of exiſtence 
tion. which is proper to the. Moſt Eigh God, who alone is 
: but {clt-exiſtent. All other beings derive from him their 
dom Bi life and breath, and all things ; whereas his exiſtence 

* Luke «xiv, 45. + James 1. 25. 
and 18 


and truth juſtly merit the cloſeſt application of mind 


into glory, he ſends down his Holy Spirit, according | 


— 
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is neceſſary and independent, as the name Fchovah Wil 


imports. It is impoflible that we, who are finite de. 
pendent creatures, can comprehend the idea expreſſed Bl 


by this word, as we are utterly unacquainted with 


neceliary infinite exiſtence. Indeed we cannot pro- 


perly deſcribe in what manner. any material object 
exiſts with which we are converſant; and therefore 


it would be the higheſt preſumption, to pretend to 


explain the exiſtence of God, who is an infinite etcr. Wl 
nal Spirit. Though exalted far above our molt railed MM 
apprelienſions and praiſes, and highly provoked by 
our ingratitude and ditobedience, he hath vouchſafed 
to ſpeak to us. Ihe learned Dr. Lowth, biſhop of 
London, in his new tranſlation of this prophecy, ren. 
ders this expreſſion, “ For it is Jchovah that ſpeak- 
« eth;” for which he gives this reaton in his Notes, 
<« 'there ſeems to be an impropriety of demanding 
6 attention to a ſpeech already delivered ;*” and no 
doubt there is, had the diſcourſe been already de- 
livered to the perſons who are addreſſed. Both trant- 
lations leem equally proper, and the reaſon of atten- 
tion is equally good, according to the view in which 
you conſider the words. Hear, and give car, fir 
(according to our verſion) the Lord hath ſpoken to me 
what I am about to communicate to you, and there- 
fore it deferyes the ſame regard as if you had received 
it by an audible voice Gom heaven : or, agreeable to 


the new tranflation, 1or it is “ the Lord that ſpeak- 


„ eth;“ though you hear only the voice of a fellow 
mg the words come from the Eternal God, who 
ſtretched out the heavens, and laid the foundation of 
the earth. We have here a remarkable inſtance of 
that metaphorical kind of ſpeech which frequently 
occurs in ſcripture, wherein the faculties of men are 
attributed to God, and his manner of acting, other- 
wite unknown to us, is expreſſed by a ſenſible familiar 
image. Jehovah hath ipoken to men in various ways; 
ſometimes by forming a diſtinct audible voice in the 
air, as at the baptiſm of our Saviour; and at other 

times 


p. I. 
vah 
ed 
vith 
pro- 
ect 
tore 


4 to 


ter- 


ited 


| by 
ated 
D of 
ren- 
eak- 
Otes, 
aing 
| no 
de- 
rank 
ten- 
hich 
for 
) me 
ler E- 
lived 
le to 
eak- 
How 
who 
n of 


e of 


>ntly 
L are 
ther- 
Uliar 
ays; 
| the 
ther 
imes 


Via. 2. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. - 31 


times through the medium of the prophets, as in the 
caſe before us. In whatever manner the Lord ſpake 
to our prophet, the fact is here aſcertained in general 
terms, he hath ſpoken. Though this declaration 
immediately refers to the prophecy contained in this 
chapter, we may confider it as extending to all the 
predictions of this book. This aftords a powerful ar- 
gument, to engage our cloſeſt attention to the ſubject 
on which we are entering, It 1s Jehovah who ipeaks 


| to us, by the prophet Iſaiah, on matters of the higheſt 


importance, in which we are deeply intereſted ; and 
therefore we ought to attend to them with the utmoſt 
dilizence and care. 

¶ have nour iſned and brought up children. Theſe, 
and the following words, contain the heavy charge 
which God, by the prophet, brought againſt his pro- 
teihing people or old, wherein he contraſts the diſtin- 


guiſhing favours he had conterred upon them with 


their undutiful conduct toward him. 'The people 
primarily intended, whom God nouriſhed and brought 
up, were the Jews, to whom our prophet was ſent 


FS with this meſſage, to whom pertained the adoption 
and the covenants, the glory, the giving of the law, 


and the promiſes. They were repeatedly ſpoken of 
nder the deſcription of children, and encouraged, 
by the conſideration of this character, to the perform- 
ance of their duty. With this view their lawgiver 
alured them, Ve arè the children of the Lord your 
God“: and when recounting the benefits which 
the Lord had conferred upon them, and would far- 


| ther beſtow, he thus addreſſed them in the ſong, re- 


corded Deut. xxxii. © Is not he thy Father that bought 

* thee? hath he not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee.? 
From this intimate relation, they were taught to ex- 
pect the certain accompliſhment of the precious pro- 
miſes that were given them; for God thus ſpeaks, 
by the prophet Jeremiah, * I will caule them to walk 


Deut. . 1. 


* by 
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| © by the rivers of waters, in a ſtraight way, wherein 
| they ſhall not ſtumble : for I am a father to Iſrael, 
1 and Ephraim is my firſt-born “.“ In every reſpect 


Fil did Jehovah act toward that people as a wile. and 
ul! tender-hearted father, never failing to perform all the 
4 duties ariſing from that endearing relation which 
1 were ſuitable to their condition. Their adoption, how. 


1 ever, was only external and typical of that gracious Ml 
{| 1 ſpiritual adoption, to which all the peculiar people of 
1 God are admitted under the New Teſtament. 
1 This inſtructs us, who are profeſſedly the children of 

| God, in a higher ſenſe than thoſe againſt whom the 
; _ accuſation before us was originally laid, of our inti- 
1 mate concern in what is here written. 
14 Theſe expreſſions, I have nourithed and brought 
"3 them up, may be conſidered, as inciuding all thoſe 
0 innumerable benefits which Jehovah conferred on the 
vp poſterity of Abraham, from the time he formed them 
"n to be his people, until they reached their full ſtature, 
in the days of David and Solomon. Notwithſtanding 


I'M 
1 
"i 
: - *# 


at the means employed to cruſh and oppreſs them, he 
i increaſed and multiplied them exceedingly ; he watch. 

1 | ed over them with a parent's care, and provided for 
4: | them with a parent's liberality ; he conducted them 
| 


fafely through the dangers of the deſert; he fed 
them with bread from heaven, and water from the 
; rock; he protected them from their numerous power- 
10 ful enemies; he inſtructed them by his ſervants, by 
| his ſtatutes and judgments, and his good Spirit; he 
chaſtened them from time to time, as a father doth 
his children; and honoured them with the ſymbols 
of his gracious preſence. After having thus trained 
them up under tutors and governors, until the time 
appointed of the Father, and aſſigned them the glory 
of all lands as their inheritance, he elevated them to 
a molt flouriſhing and proſperous condition in the 
days of David, and Solomon his fon, ſubduing ther 
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enemies beſore them, and inveſting them in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the promiſed land, from the river of Egypt 
to the great river Euphrates. Having erected among 
them the moſt magnificent ſtructure that ever beauti- 
fied this earth as the place of his worſhip, and eſta- 
bliſhed among them the molt excellent laws and 
ſacred inſtitutions for their benefit, he advanced them 
to the higheſt pitch of wordly ſplendour and glory, 
under the reign of the wiſeſt of men, and the greateſt 
of princes that ever ſwayed a ſceptre ; ſo that they 
became the admiration and envy of ſurrounding na- 
tions. In this manner, he afforded them a lively in- 
{tructive repreſentation of the invaluable ſpiritual pri- 
vileges he confers on his children under the New 
Teſtament, who enjoy the ſubſtance of all the good 
things thereby typitied. This diſtinguiſned honour 
belongs to all you, who, being born of God, are his 
obedient children, growing up in all things to the 
ſtature of perfect men in Chriſt Jeſus. 
And they have rebelled againſt me. What an un- 
grateful return to their gracious Father for ſuch multi- 
plied kindneſſes! What an affecting ſcene does this 
accuſation preſent to our view! The expreſſion de- 
notes, that they not only forſook him, and renoun- 
ced his ſervice, but they oppoſed him, and became 
his adverſaries. In what numberleſs inſtances did the 
men of Judah rebel againſt the Lord, by oppreſſing the 
poor, the fatherleſs, and the widow, by perverting 
nzhteouſneſs in judgment, by practiſing deceit and 
violence, by committing forbidden impurities, and 


dealing pertidiouſly with God. The charge may re- 


ter, in a particular manner, to the abominable idola- 
tries to which they were greatly addicted, which con- 
lained a profeſſed public denial of the true God, 


| joined with an avowed contempt of his glory and 


authority, This ſpirit of detection from the God of 
their fathers very early diſcovered itſelf on various 
occaſions, as in the inſtance of Korah and his com- 
pany, and many others I ſtay not to mention. Toward 

the 
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the concluſion of Solomon's reign it began to appear 
anew; and under the reign of his ſon Rehoboam it 
grew more prevalent and conſpicuous, until that me- 
morable period in which we are informed, That 

prince forſook the law of the Lord, and all Ifrael 
with him,” as we read, 2 Chron. xii. 1. Still it in- 
creaſed to the days of Ahaz, when it arrived at ſuch 


a prodigious height, that the public worſhip of the 
Living God was neglected, the temple was profaned, 


reverence and obedience to Jehovah were laid aſide, 


the prieſts and Levites joined the bulk of the people 


in the revolt, the external beauty of their worſhip 
was loſt, and exchanged for the moſt odious ſuperſti- 
tion and abominable practices. What complicated 
wickedneſs is contained in ſuch conduct, which exhi- 
bits to view the vileſt ingratitude, the moſt infolent 
pride, the molt ſottiſh ſtupidity, and the higheſt con- 
tempt of God's fupreme authority and multiplied fa- 
vours | It deſerves our ſpecial attention, that the 
hiitory of the poſterity of Jacob, to which I have now 
referred, is a mirror which holds up our character 
and behaviour, and repreſents them to the life. Like 
them, brethren, in numberleſs inſtances, as a church 
and nation, and as individuals, we have rebelled 


againſt the Lord, who hath nouriſhed and brought 


us up. Our iniquities teſtify againſt us, and bear 
evidence to the truth and juſtice of this heavy charge, 
with which it becomes us to be deeply affected. 


3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs his 
maſters crib ; but Ifrael doth not know, my 
people doth not conſider. 


In theſe words the ſubject contained in the former 
verſe is amplified and illuſtrated, the inſenſibility and 
ungrateful conduct of the profeſſing people of God is 
repreſented, as worſe than that of the moſt ſtupid am- 
mals toward thoſe who feed th-m. The ox and the 


als, though deſtitute of underſtanding, and thoſe ad- 
mirable 


9G 
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mirable powers whereby men are diſtinguiſhed from 


2ear C 

n it the inferior creation, ſeem to exceed us in ſagacity on 
me- many occalions, and from them we receive many in- 
"hat WW ftructive leſſons. The ox, though a dull heavy ani- 
rael mal, the aſs, though to a proverb remarkable Gr its 
in- ttupidity, yet know their owners who are kind to 
uch them, and the crib of their maſters where they are 
the fed. There is a peculiar force in the compariſon, 
ned, wherein the bleſſed God deſcribes his people, as acting 
ide, not only beneath their dignity, but in a manner worſe 
ople than the beaſts, even the moſt ſtupid among them. 
ſhin Though theſe creatures are fed, not for their own but 


1ſti- for their maſters benefit; though they are not treated 
ated as children, but as beafts of burden; though they 
chi. are deſtitute of reaſon, and oppreſſed with labours 
yet they are not inſenſible to their benefactors, and 
the kindneſs ſhewn them: whereas the poſterity of 
| fx. {WH liracl, admitted, by the favour of God, to be his pe- 
the culiar people, and promoted to the higheſt dignity, 
acknowledged not the Lord their God, but forgot 
Ger him, and deſpiſed his commandments. A Heathen 
| writer obſerves, © That men endued with the noble 


Lik 

are gift of reaſon on that account far excel all the brute 
led creation; and therefore it becomes them to labour 
icht * with their utmoſt vigour, not to paſs their life in 
82 * filence as cattle, which nature hath formed grovel- 
rge, „lng, and ſubject to the belly “.“ In the language 


of a Chriſtian, it becomes them to employ their rea- 
lon in acknowledging God their Maker, in diligently 
15 tracing effects to their cauſes, in prudently attending 
to the connection of the means with the ends to 

which they ought to be ſubſervient.——To this be- 
coming exerciſe let us be excited by all the bleſſings of 
divine providence we enjoy; and, in a peculiar man- 
ner, let the people of God, whom he hath redeemed 
by the blood of his Son, created for himſelf that 
they may ſhew forth his praiſe, and enriched with the 


* Salluſt, cap. 1. Bell. Catil. | 
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tionate remembrance, which is often inculcated in 
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manifold bleſſings of his grace, employ themſelve I 


with reverence and gratitude in his ſervice, and the 
pleaſing contemplation of his glory. 

But ſjrael doth not know, my people doth not confrder, 
The knowledge here meant mult be that which is at. 
tended with love, approbation, and delight, in which 
ſenſe it muſt be underſtood in ſeveral places af ſcrip. 
ture; as where it is ſaid, © The Lord knoweth the 
* way of the righteous *,” 2. . he approves of it, and 
delights in it. The conſideration here mentioned i 
nearly of the fame import with the knowledge ipoken 
of, and intimately connected with it ; denoting that 
ſerious meditation, frequent recollection, and aftec- 


the word of God. This is the important duty re. 
commended to Irae] by Samuel the prophet, where 
he thus ſpeaks, © Conſider how great things the Lord 
* hath done for you f.“ Several ancient verſions agree 
in adding the word me to this verſe } ; which points 
out the object of this knowledge and conſideration, 
the perſon correſponding to the proprietor and ma- 
ſter ſpoken of in the foregoing words, namely the 
bleſied God himſelf. The import then of the charge 
contained in this verſe feems to be, that Iirael, whom 
Jehovah had choſen from among all the nations of 
the earth to be his peculiar people, did not love, 
honour, and worfhip him, their conſtant Preſerver, 
their generous Benefactor, and ſupreme Lord, from 
whoſe unmerited bounty all their comtorts flowed, 
and on whom all their ſalvation depended. They 
did not contemplate his glory, they did not medi- 
tate on his wonderful works, they did not highly 
eſteem his favour, they were not afraid of his 
rizhteous diſpleaſure, nor did they view him as 
the glorious. Author of all the proſperity and ſafety 
they enjoyed. By their ingratitude, idolatry, and 
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other ſinful practices, they renounced the ſacred obli- 
cations whereby they were bound to ſtudy the know- 
ledge and obedience of the Living God. He had not 


dealt with any nation as with them, having preſerved 


them by his kind providence, he inſtructed them by his 
ſervants in the knowledge of their duty, he intruſted 
them with his holy laws, promiſed and repreſented to 
them in figures and types, that great ſalvation which 
the Meſſiah was to obtain for all people in the fulnels 
of time. What amazing ſtupidity and ingratitude 
thus to requite the Lord, who by his benefits excited 
them to know and coniider him! Let us not think 
that this conduct was peculiar to God's ancient people. 
in nothing do we more reſemble them, than in their 
indiſterence toward God, their inſenſibility of the di- 
vine goodneſs, and ingratitude for his mercies. If we 
are acquainted with our hearts, and attentive to our 


blance; and if we conſider our character and beha- 
viour as a people, we muſt ſee that the charge I have 
opened may be brought againſt us with equal juſtice, 
as againſt thoſe to whom it was primarily directed “. 


4 Ah ſinful nation, a people laden with ini- 


quity, a feed of evil doers, children that are 


corrupters, they have forſaken the Lord, they 
have provoxed the Holy One of Iſrael unto an- 
ger, they are gone away backward. 


* Should the illuſtrations here given of this paſſage of ſcripture 
appear feeble and inadequate to the importance of the ſubject, 
tic Author, fully ſenſible of the juſtice of this remark, begs leave 
to inform the candid Reader, that this is the firſt chapter of the 
Dible of which he tried to give an expoſition, Though this part 
of lis commentary mi ght have been much improved, he determined, 
for reaſons that ſeemed to him ſufficient, to preſent theſe Lectures 


to the world in nearly the ſame dreſs in which they were delivered 


irom the pulpit. With this apology he truſts that at leaſt ſome of 
hi; Readers will be ſatisfied. Of thoſe who may ſtill complatn, he 
wihes that ſome perſon of {uperior abilities may be induced to 
rite a better expolition of theſe prophecies. | c 
After 
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conduct as individ uals, we will acknowledge the reſem- 
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After the ſublime introduction recorded in the 
foregoing verſes, the prophet begins his diſcourſe 
with an affecting deſcription of the deplorable ſtate 
of the Jewith nation reſpecting their moral condud, 
On this ſubject he enters, in the form of a complaint 
or lamentation, with a mixture of juſt indignation, 
expreſſed by the word Ah. In this tenſe the unn 
Ezekiel uſes this e- c:preſnon, where he thus ipeaks, 
Ah Lord God, wilt thou make a full end of the 
< remnant of Ifrael “? Iſaiah addreſſes them un- 
der various deſcriptions, /nfidl nation, devoted to the 
practice of iniquity, and. addicted to every tpectes ot 

ranſgreſſion. Though God had adopted them to be 
his children, exalted them to heaven in privileges, 
and commanded them to be holy as he is holy, they 
committed with grcedineſs all manner of iniquicy, Wi 
inſomuch that as a people they richly deſerved this 
character. Viewing them in their national capacity 
as rulers, and thoſe that were ruled, as teachers, and 
thoſe that were taught, one with another, in reipect 
to the worſhip of God, the adminiſtration of jultice, 
the practice of righteouſneſs and charity, this was 
a juſt deſcription. What ſhame and reproach does 
this character reflect on that people, who were in- 
debted to God for exalting them above others, de. 
livering them from the hands of their enemies, and 
entering them into covenant with himſelf! How very 
difterent their condition from what it would have 
been, had they obeyed the voice of the Lord, and 
kept his teſtimonies ! Inſtead of a finful nation, they 
would have been a peculiar treaſure unto him above 
all people, a kingdom of prieſts, and a holy nation. 
The prophet farther characterizes them, as 

A people laden with iniquity. As the corruption 
and wickednels which crept in among this people was 
very extenſive, and pervaded all ranks, ſo it was ex- 
e aggravated. Sin is here repreſented, with 


* — 
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great 


Ver. 4. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 39 


AP. I, 

the great propriety, as a burden which vexes the con- 
ourſe MY iciences of men, oppreſſes their minds, retards them 
ſtate in the performance of their duty, and by its inſup- 
duct. ortable weight is ready to cruſh them to the loweſt 
zlaint hell. Under this grievous load the whole creation 
tion, is ſaid to groan and travail in pain even until now; 
ophet and thote who are ſenſible of it complain, that it is 
caks, by far too heavy for them to bear. Laden with this 
f the MY intolerable weight, they muſt have been in a moſt de- 
n un. piorable condition, groaning under the moſt wretched 


o the ſervitude, apprehentive of being viſited by the ſevereſt 


ies of calamities. A ſeed of evil doers, the degenerate off- 
to be WM ſpring of parents who were eminent in tranſgreſſion, 
leges, the ſervants of divers luſts and pleaſures. They were 


they BR deſcended from thoſe who did the works of their fa- 
juicy, WW ther the devil, and diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
this perverſe continuance in evil doing. Unaffected with 
Yacity the divine goodneſs, unawed by the divine authority, 


, and unconcerned about approaching judgments, like their 


>1Pect fathers, they waiked in the counſels of their evil 
iltice, earts, gratifying their unſubdued corrupt diſpoſi- 
3 Was tions. Of the juſtice of this character the writings 
does of Moſes and the prophets afford us many lamentable 
e in- proots, which I reckon unneceſſary at preſent to ad- 
„ de: duce. Children that are corrupters, degenerated 
and from the faith and practices of their renowned an- 
very ceſtors, and fo widely different from their pious 
have BW forefathers, that they could no longer be known for 
and the poſterity of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. Having 


they ¶ become corrupt themſelves, they alſo corrupted others; 
ibove ! we fatal influence of their bad example, like a dan- 
tion. gerous contagion, extended itſelf far and wide. They 
were not only ſinners before God themſelves, but 

ption they were the ſeducers of others; they were not only 


actuated by the god of this world, but they were be- 
come agents who were employed in his intereſt. 
Ihis character correſponds to the hiſtory in which 

we read, That under the reign of Jotham the 
| people 
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deſerted from their allegiance to the God of their 


benefits; they wickedly burſt aſunder thoſe power. 


purity among them, and teſtified his righteous dit- 
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people did yet corruptly *.” In what follows, the Wi 
prophet {till riſes in the deſcription of the corrupt 
ſtate of the Jewiſh nation. 3 

They have forfaken the Lord. They ſhamefully 


fathers, who had loaded them with innumerable 


ful obligations whereby he had bound them to his 
ſervice ; they went aſtray from his bleſſed ways, and : 
ſerved the blinded idols of other nations, prefer- 

ring them to God bleſſed for evermore. Thus 
© they committed two great evils, forſaking the 
„fountain of living waters, and hewing out to 
* themſelves broken ciſterns that couid hold no wa- 

ter f.“ In this manner they provoꝶed the Holy One 
of Ißrael to anger. The character here mentioned is 
frequently given to God by the prophets, and parti- 
cularly by ltaiah in this prophecy. Hcreby he is dif: 
tinguiſhed from the falſe gods of the nations; the 
infinite purity of his nature is exprelled, and his in- 
timate connection with his people is pointed out. He 
is perfectly holy, the great principle and pattern of 
all true holineſs among men. He is holy in all his 
works, in all the diſpenſations of his providence, and 
in all the judgments of his mouth, which bear the 
impreſſion of his untainted purity. He is the Holy 

One of Lracl, who ſet them apart for himſelf as his 
peculiar treaſure, who ſtrictly prohibited every im- 


pleaſure againſt every ſpecies of tranſgreſſion which 
they committed. He was {anciified among them by that 
worſhip which was performed in the beauty of holi— 
nels, and he was honoured by that ſanctity of man- 
ners which 1s the diſtinguiſhing badge of his upright 
ſervants. This Holy One they provoked to anger, 
by blaſpheming his name, neglecting his ordinances, 
break King his commandments, and following the cor: 
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rupt cuſtoms of the nations around them. Thus they in- 


curred his diſpleaſure, and rejected him with contempt. 


To conclude this affecting deſcription, it is added 
they are gone away backward. They alienated them- 
ſelves from the ſervice of that gracious God, who in- 
vited them to ſacred intercourſe with him, and gave 
them the moſt ſalutary counſels. They turned to him 
the back, and not the face, who called them to glory 
and virtue, in the enjoyment of whole favour their 
higheſt happineſs conſiſted. Inſtead of making pro- 


| orels in obedience, and advancing in conformity to 
che will of God, they entered into crooked paths of 


their own, and went faſt backward, until they arrived 
at a ſtate of lamentable ignorance, idolatry, and 
wickednels, Such is the affecting repreſentation 
the prophet gives of the whole Jewiſh nation, which 
exactly correſponds with the hiſtory of the times of 
Ahaz. Under the government of that wicked prince, 
they grievouſly revolted from God, the ſanctuary of 
the Moſt High was neglected, the temple was ſpoiled 


Jof its ornaments, ſacrifices were offered to idols, and 
F every ſpecies of abominable idolatry was practiſed, ſo 


that we read, They tranſgreſſed ſore againſt the 
Lord“. And is it not too obvious, brethren, to 
require a proof, that this deſcription of the Jewiſh na- 
tion is in ſome meaſure applicable to us? Are not 
we a ſinful nation, who have forſaken the Lord, and 
gone away backward? Our iniquities give inconteſt- 


able evidence of the juſtice of the character. Deeply 


tected with a ſenſe of our fins, whereby we have pro- 
vcked to anger the Holy One of lfrael, let us, with 
humility of heart, return unto the Lord, that he may 
remember with us his covenant, and not cait us away, 
nor utterly deſtroy us. 


5 Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? ye 
Will revolt more and more : the whole head is 
lick, and the whole heart faint. 


 ® 2 Chron. xxviii. 19. 


The 


—— — EE — 


42 LECTURES on THE 
The prophet, in the name of God, here expoſty. 


lates with the ſinful nation deſcribed in the preceding 1 


Chap. I. 


verſe, concerning their folly and danger. Various 
methods had been tried without ſucceſs, to overcome 
the obſtinacy of this rebellious, perfidious people. 
They had not only been treated with the moſt tender 
indulgence, but they had been chaſtened ſeverely 
with rods, and weakened with ſtripes, to bring them 
to a better temper and practice: but far from being 
reformed by the means employed for that purpoſe, 
they grew more hardened in their wickedneſs, and 
more obſtinate in their tranſgreſſions, whereby they 
expoſed themſelves to the moſt ſevere judgments. To 
rouſe their attention, and alarm their fears, the in- 
quiry is propoled, Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any 
more? Why are you ſo ſtupid and careleſs, as not to 
conſider the procuring cauſes of your calamities, that 
you may avoid them? and why do you go on in your 
treſpaſſes, that will expoſe you to ruin? Do you not 
ſee, that the afflictive evils. which have befallen you 
have been the fruits of your tranſgreſſions? And if 
you are ſenſible of this as you ought, it betrays the 
molt extreme folly to perſiſt in theſe crimes, which 
render more ſevere judgments neceſſary to bring you 
back to God and your duty. Why have you become 
incorrigible under the diſpenſations of divine provi- 
dence, and worle by the very means employed to 
make you better? It is highly proper and neceſſary, 
that you ſeriouſly conſider what anſwer you can give 
to ſuch a ſeaſonable and intereſting inquiry, that you 
may be ſenſible of your wickedneſs, perverſity, and 

wretchedneſs. | | 
Te will revolt more and more. Theſe words deſcribe 
the perverſe diſpoſition of thoſe to whom they were 
directed. They had already apoſtatized frem the 
worſhip and ſervice of the Living God, who had 
chaſtened them in various ways, to reduce them to 
a dutiful ſubjection to his authority. Their hearts, 
however, inſtead of being ſoftened by the chaſtie 
ments 


\Þ, I. 


oſtu. 


rious 
dome 
ople. 
nder 
erely 
them 
Jeng 
pole, 

and 
they 
BY 
e in- 

an 
Ot to 
that 
your 
1 not 

you 
nd if 
's the 
vhich 
5 you 
come 
IrOVI- 
2d to 
ſſary, 
give 
t you 
, and 


ſcribe 

were 
1 the 
> had 
em to 
carts, 
aſtile- 
ments 


Tur. 5. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 43 


ments they received, became more obdurate; and 
their corruptions, far from being ſubdued, acquired 
new {trength and vigour. Their conduct, far from 
being reformed and improved, roſe to new degrees 
of impiety and wickedneſs ; in which they were ſo 
confirmed, that, though repeatedly ſtricken, they re- 
volted the farther from God, and alienated themſelves 
the more from his ſervice. This ſhews the immi- 
nent danger to which revolting from God, our rightful 


Sovereign, molt certainly expoſes thoſe who, through 


evil hearts of unbelief, depart from him. In its fult 
beginnings, which frequently commence with the ne- 
glect of ſome divine inſtitution, or the omiſſion of 
ſome commanded duty, of no great apprehended con- 
ſequence, it is viewed as a trivial matter, in which no 
farther progreſs for a time is intended. But men do 
not commonly ſtop here : their deceitful and deipe- 


rately wicked hearts, being withdrawn from God, 


are quickly attached to the pleaſures of fin ſuited to 


their corrupt appetites; and their affections, engrolt- 
ed by hurtful objects, lead them ſtill farther from 
him, until they are fo accuſtomed to their evil ways, 
that they remain indifterent under the moit alarming 
judgments. Progreſs in revolt 1s down-hill, and re. 

quently proves both eaſy and rapid. This was the 
unhappy condition of the jewiſh nation, as plainly inti- 
mated in the expreſſion belore us, Je will revolt more 
and more. Being let up as a beacon, to warn us of 
tne awful danger of departing from the Living God, 

keeping them fully in our view, Jet us beware of fol- 


loving the ruinous courſe w hich they ſteered, trom 


which neither the mercies nor juz Joments oi God 
could detain them. 
The cc hole head is ſick. In this, and the ſollow' ing 


Jexpreſſions, the external calamairous tate of the lewitn 


nation is deſcribed; The repreſentation is bor ed 
from the diſtreſſed condition of one covered witi 
wounds, alllicted with putr tying fores, whole head 
5 pained, whoſe heart is faint, whoie members are 

IN | bruiſzd, 
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bruiſed, and whoſe diſtemper, preying on the inward 
parts, threatens to be mortal. The figure 1s inſtruc. i 
tive, and uſed by the moſt elegant profane writers, 
The words enen mult be explained not in their literal, 
but in their metaphorical ſenſe, in order to our un. 


derſtanding them aright. 
may be meant, the king, the princes, and governor 
of the people, who were the chief and lea ading men in 
the nation. Theſe are, with great propriety, cailed 
the head, as they were exalted above others to ho- 
nour and dignity; ; and to them it belonget to dired 

and conſult, for the benefit of the whole body of 5 
people. The whole head is ſaid to have been ſick, 
10 part of it remained {ound and free from diitempers, 
but the whole was become feeble and dijeated, in a 
itate of languor and imbecility, totally indiſpoſed for 
rightly Periorming the part incumbent on it to acl.— 

And the whole heart faint. The heart literally denotes 
that part of the human frame which is the ſource of 
ie and motion. In the figurative fenie, 1 in which it is 
here to be underſtood, the high prieſt, the prieſts, and 
ſanhedri m, may be intended, who were to the Jewith 
nation what the heart is to the natural body, giving 
lite and vigour to all its opera tions, and without whom 
their church and fate would have been deſtitute of 
beauty and regular motion, The whole heart is ſaid 
to have been taint, reduced to a very feeble and lan- 
guid condition, incapable of performing its proper 
junctions for the benefit of the body. We all know, 
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-In this view, by the head 
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that the connection between the head and the heart 


is very intimate; ſo that what indiſpoſes the one at 
fects the other, and will be ſoon felt through the 
whole frame, as is plainly affirmed in the next verſe. 


6 From the ſole cf the foot even unto the 
head, here is no ſoundneſs in it; but wounds 
and dran and Putriffing "a they have 
not been E „neither bound up, neither mol 
lified with ointmont. 


The 
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Ward 3 The affecting deſcription of the calamitous ſtate of 


ſtruc. the Jewiſh nation, begun in the preceding verſe, is 
iter. here continued. The whole body of the people, all 
teral, che members of the community, in a figurative ſenſe, 


7 um were diſeaſed, wounded, and bruiſed, by the righteous 
head 5 judgments of God, which were inflicted upon them 
nan jo univerſally, that neither the higheſt orders, nor 
en mig the loweſt ranks among them were exempted. Se- 
called veral expreſſions are uſed, to repreſent the various 
0 ho. diſtreſſing calamities wherewith they were viſited, 
dired the lamentable effects of their apoſtacy from God, 
of the and the fad evidences of his juſt diſpleaſure. The 
ſick, very vitals of their conſtitution were hurt, by the chaſ- 
apers, i tifcinents they had received. They were dangerouſly 
» ma bruiſed, by their fall from their former ſtate of ex- 
ed for H lation and dignity. Sores had appeared on them, 
act.— WF which had the molt painful and dangerous aſpect; 
motes g and, if not cured by a ſkilful hand, threatened the 


rce of very deſtruction of the nation. Viewing them as indi- 


h it 38 viduals, their judgments were perverted by prejudices, 
s, and H heir underſtandings were darkened through igno- 


Jewilh rance, their hearts were hardened through the deceit- 
81116 taneſs of fin, their affections were become earthly 
whom and ſenſual, nor did any faculty of their minds eſcape 
ute te infection of fin. Theſe inward diſtempers diſco- 


is Jail H vered their baneful influence through their whole con- 
d lan- duct, in the manner we have heard; in conſequence 
rope got which, their outward condition aſſumed a very 
Know, alarmng appearance, whilit proper care was not 
» heart WM: cn to get their diſtreſſes cured, and their calamities 
ne a WWWrmoved. This, brethren, affords a juſt repreſen- 
zh the laden of our ſpiritual ſtate, until the Lord, who 
verſe. teaieth all our diſeaſes, Cure our ſpiritual maladies, 
redeem our lives from deſtruction, and crown us with 
loving kindneſs and tender mercy. Let us therefore 
apply to him, whoſe {kill and ability no diſtemper, 
however inveterate, could ever reproach, that he 
may give us that relief he is infinitely able to be- 
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moliificd <vith ointment. No effectual remedy had 


litical body, with regard to which each of theſe me. 


fouls, and anomting us with the oil of gladnels. 
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They have not been cloſed, neither bound up, neither 


been properly applied. That wounds may be healed, 
it is necefary that they be carefully cloſed and filled 
up; that bruiſes may be healed, it is needful that they 
be tenderly bound up; and in order to putrifying 
ſores being cured, they mult be ſoftened with proper 


ointments. As it is in the natural, ſo it is in the po- 


thods, here referred to, muſt be tried, in expectation 
of removing the diiorders of the ſtate. The wounds 
made by difcords and diviſions muſt be cloſed, the 
bruiſes received by falls from former eminence and 
dignity muſt be bound up, and the putrifying ſores 
that have ariſen from a diſeaſed conſtitution ought to 
be treated with much lenity and attention, that the body 
politic may be reſtored to ſoundneſs. All theſe falu- 
tary meaſures, we are informed, had been neglected, 
with reſpect to Judah, in the days of Ahaz, to which 
period this deſcription ſeems eſpecially to refer. 
This portrait, to which I am unwilling any longer 
to fix your attention, preſents to your view a very 
moving ſpectacle. An individual of our ſpecies 
placed betore our eyes literally in this deplorable con. 
dition, would doubtleſs affect the moſt inſenſible heart 
in this aſſembly, and bring tears from the eyes of not 
a few. But we have now been ſurveying a far more 
diſtreſſing ſcene than this; a whole nation atilicted 
with the moſt complicated evils, opprefled with the 
moſt grievous calamities, without ſo much as one 
friendly hand ſtretched out to adminiſter relief. 
Surely the conteinplation of ſuch an object ought to 
excite your compaſſion, eſpecially when you recolled, 
that this affecting deſcription, in its figurative ſent, Wi 
is juſtly applicable to our ſpiritual condition, uni 
the loving kindneſs of God our Saviour appear, 

working our falvation, in healing the diſeaſes of our 
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Your country 2zs defolate, your cities are 
burnt with fire: your land ſtrangers devour it in 
your preſence, and 11 zs deſolate as overthrown 
by ſtrangers. 


The externa] calamitous condition of the land of 
Judah is in this verſe farther repreſented. Tour 
country is deſolate. The Hebrew word rendered deſolate 


is emphatical, and ſignifies defolation ; and ſo the ex- 


preſſion imports, that the country was ſo completely 
laid waſte that it was become a perfect deſolation. This 
general propoſition is illuſtrated in what follows, which 
ſeems intended to ſet forth the univerſal deſtruction 
that had overſpread the land Tour cities are burnt 
with fire. They have not only been depopulated, and 
ſpoiled of their riches and ornaments by your enemies, 
but they are conſumed by the fires kindled by the 
rage and fury of your invaders, and now lie buried 
in runs. Tour land ſtrangers devour it in your 
preſence. Your grounds, which ſhould have ſupplicd 
your families with food, are ravaged by ſtrangers, 
who have come in among you, in your very ſight, 
without regard to your being the witneſſes of their 
conduct, Your fruitful fields, which were the beauty 
and riches of your country, now lie uncultivated and 
barren; and your vineyards, which afforded you 
abundance of wine and oil, are become like an un- 
fruitful deſert. ——A4nd it is deſolate as overthrown by 
rangers. Your cities and fields every where bear 
the marks of the unrelenting fury and hoſtile power 
of thoſe ſtrangers who entered your country, with a 
view to ſpoil and rapine, and were employed in ſpread- 
ing deſtruction wherever they came. The Biſhop of 
London renders this clauſe, * As if deſtroyed by an 
* inundation,” occaſioned by a great fall of rain, 
which, cauſing a flood, ſpreads a general deſolation 
through the land. In either view, the expreſſion is 
evidently intended, to ſhew the terrible extenſive ef- 
fects of the powerful invaſion which had entered the 

| | land 


land of Judah, and made dreadful devaſtation through 
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the whole country. 

This deſcription of the deſolate ruined ſtate of that 
once happy land agrees with the time of Ahaz, when 
Judea was ravaged by the invaſion of Iſrael, by Sy. 
rians from the north, the Edomites from the fouth, 
and the Philiſtines from the weſt. At that time we 
are informed, That the land was ſpoiled, the cities 
< were poſſeſſed by their enemies, hundred thouſands 
* of the inhabitants were led captive, and one * 
dred and twenty thouſand were ſlain in one day“. 
How awful does the Almighty appear in the execution 
of his righteous judgment! How dangerous 1s apoſtacy 
from God, which expoſes both to temporal and ſpi- 
ritual calamities; ; and brings down the dreadful ef. 
fects of his di! pleaſure, not only on our perſons, and 
the ſtate to which we belong, but alio on the land in 
which we dwell! On account of the fins of them that 
dwell therein, the Lord God Omnipotent * turneth 
* rivers into a wilderneſs, the water-lprings into dry 
ground, and a fruitful field into barrenneſs f. 
This aftecting conſideration ought to teach us, to 
ſtand in awe, and not to ſin; to beware of provok- 
ing him to anger, who can fave aud deſtroy to the 
uttermoſt. 


8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cot- 
tage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cu- 
cumbers, as a beſieged city. 


The very ſolitary and deſolate condition of the chief 
city of Judea is here illuſtrated by three ſimilitudes.— 
And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vinc- 

ard. Zion was the name of a mountain fituated on 
the north of Jeruialem, on which part of that beautt- 
ful city was built, and on which ſtood the magnificent 
temple of the Lord. By a figure in ſpeech, frequently 


* 2 Chron, xxvill. 


+. Plal. cvii. 33, 34. 
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uſed in the Hebrew language, the inhabitants of a city 
or country are called 1ts daughter. Hence we read of 
the daughter of Edom, of Tyre, Babylon, and here 


of Zion. This once flouriſhing and holy city, the 


capital of Judea, was now reduced to ſuch a low and 


deſpicable condition, that it reiembled a little tempo- 
rary hut made of turt, branches of trees, and the 
like materials, in a vineyard, where the fruits were 
in danger of being ſpoiled or ſtolen, in order to ſhel- 
ter the Keeper from the weather during the time the 
fruits were ripening.— This once beautiful city, 
the joy of the whole earth, was become /ike a lodge in 
a garden of cucumbers ; which were anciently much 
eſteemed, and cultivated by the Egyptians and the 
ITaelites. The lodge mentioned, being built merely for 
the convenience of the gardener, and not for ornament, 

had a very mean and inſignificant appearance, and 
was an object that was generally overlooked and ne- 
glected; and, on theſe accounts, afforded a ſtriking re- 
preſentation of Zion, in her ſolitary deſerted ſtate. 
It is farther compared 79 a beſieged city, around which 
univerſal deſolation hath been ſpread by the beſiegers, 
that ſo the inhabitants may derive no advantage from 
the neighbourhood. In this diſtreſſed condition, they 
are obliged to retire, if poſſible, to other places: the 
city ceaſes to be frequented by ſtrangers, and becomes 
an object of pity, as well as a ſeat of danger. By theſe 


three ſimilitudes, the forlorn ſtate of Jeruſalem, i in the 


days of Ahaz, is repreſented; all of which ſeem deſign- 
ed to give affecting views of its meanneſs and ſolitude. 

How exceedingly different muſt Zion then have 
been from what it was in the days of David and Solo- 
mon, when the tribes of the Lord went up to the teſ- 
umony of Ifracl, to give thanks unto the name of 
the Lord; when filver and gold at Jeruſalem was 
plenteous as ſto: nes, and cedar-trees as ſycamore- trees 
that are in the vale for abundance! What an inſtruc- 


tive warning does this charge afford, of the extreme 


(| 


danger of apoſtacy from God, and the duties of his 


' workup! 
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worſhip! Zion was the city which God had choſen, 


wherein he put his name, and its inhabitants were a 
people near unto him, his redeemed ones, who were 
bleſſed above all other nations. They were honoured 
with the temple, the worſhip, and oracles of Jehovah; 
they had among them his preſence and his prophets; 
and they were dignified with the names of his glory, 
and his itrength. Notwithſtanding, when they rebel. 
led againſt the Lord, he inflicted upon them the mot 
defolating judgments; and all their boaſted privileges 
could not ſcreen them from deſtructive calamitics, 
© The righteous God made them eat the fruit of their 


© own ways, and filled them with their own devices, 


* whilſt fear and guilt, affliction and ſorrow, ſeized 
upon them.“ Their ſins were the cauſes of thoſe 
wounds and bruiſes which they received, and of 
thoſe putrifying ſores wherew ith they were diltrell. 
ed. Being thus inſtructed what an evil and bitter 
thing it is to depart from the Lord our God, let us 
beware of following their corrupt example, leſt we 


incur ſimilar judgments, 


9 Except the LORD of hoſts had leſt unto 


us a very {mall remnant, we ſhouid have been 
as Sodom, and we thould have been like unto 
Gomorrah. 


In theſe words the reaſon is aſſigned, why the men 
ot Judah were not wholly ſwallowed up by divine 
judgments. Such was their wretched condition, that, 
unleſs the Lord God, 1 and gracious, had avert- 
ed from them deſerved cal ee and preſerved among 
them a few upright worſhippers, their nation and 
church had been ruined altogether. There is a beau- 
tiful propriety in ſpeaking of the great God under ti 
magnificent deſcription of the Lord of hoſts, when 
this ſubject is ment as it iuggeſts one important 


reaſon why the whole nation was not deſtroyed. He 


Who mercifully pre! cerved a remnant of them is 1 
N Lore 
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Lord of hoſts, who is univerſal proprietor, and poſ- 
oxy of uni ited dominion, over the armies of hea- 
ven, and the inhabitants of this earth, having abſolute 
richt to litpoſe of them as lecmert good i in his fight, 
Beages che ſun, moon, and ſtars, the angels are his 
Jhotts. whom he emplovs as ve mi! iniſters of his div ine 
providence; Whole influence over human affairs, and 
to whoſe agency, much more 13 to be aſcribed than 
many are apt to imagine, or willing to allow. They 
excel in ſtrength; they rejoice in obeving the com- 
mands of Ichovah, and in celebrating his Praties. 
He ſends them forth to miniſter to the heirs of ſalva- 
non; he charges them with their fatety; he employs 
mem to comfort them under their dittreffes, to con- 
vev their departing fouls to heaven, and at falt they 
mall convene all his clect from every quarter. All 
the creatures on earth, all the kingdoms of this world, 
and particularly his peculiar people, are his hoſts. 
Under this deſcri iption, the poiterity of Abraham are 
token of, Exod. x1. 41. where we are told, That all 
dhe hoſts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt, 
that he might conduct them to a goodly heritage of 
the hoſts of nations *.* He is therefore juſtly called, 
the Lord of hoſts, as all thete, indeed all the creatures; 
ere his Tots, and he is their Lord, who muſtereth and 
cupc{eth of them according to his pleaſure. Con- 
ecrning this glorious perion, it is laid, Exceot he had 
feft unto us , very ſmall remnant, TFhele words are 
cited by the apoit tle Pa ul +, with ſome little varia. 
HON, v when treating of the call of the Gentiles, to 
Wer, that fome of the Jews, as well as they, mould 
be among the faved of the Lord. ihoſe whom our 
pre phet calls a remnant, which denores a tew that re- 
mein of a large number, the apoitle peaks of, as ſeed 
3 is reſerved for being f. {own alter the whole ſtock 
rain is conſumed or fold of. Both expre{tions 


e cvidently of the fame import. This ſmall rem- 


by Jer. Tre 19. + Rem. 1 1%. 2 - 
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nant was compoſed of the eſcaped in Iſrael, of tho; 5 


that were left in Zion, and remained in Jeruſalem; 
the little flock, which were as ſheep among wolves; 


the few, that entered in at the ſtrait gate, and walked | 


in the narrow way that leadeth unto hie. This 
remnant is ſaid to be /eft unto us. God was gra. 
ciouſly pleated to ſet them apart for himſelf as his pe. 
culiar people, whom he called unto holineſs, and 
happily preſerved from the general corruption which 
pervaded the whole nation, eſpecially at the time re. 
ferred to. This reiervyation, brethren, was not ow: 
ing to the ſuperior goodneſs of this remnant, who 
were in no reſpect eſſentially better than thoſe who 
were not reſerved, but to the ſovereign merey and 
love of God, who, according to his good pleaſure, 
ſelected cham: from among their brethren, to ſhine as 


lights in the world, and to ſhew forth his praiſes, who 


called them to virtue and glory. Hence it is called, 


a remnant according to the election of grace, Which 
excludes boaſting, ſtains the pride of all human 
glory, and opens a door of hope to the meaneſt and 
moſt unworthy. This circumſtance ſets before us an 
illuſtrious proof, that the Lord our God hath not 
wholly rejected his people Irael, and that he hath 
mercy. and tavour {till in reſerve for them. This dif 
tinguiſhes them from thole who were totally over- 
thrown, as intimated in the following words: 

We ſhould have been as Sodem, we ſhould have been lie 
unto Gomorrah. Sodom and Gomorrah were cities 
built in that rich plain, which, in ſcripture, is com- 
pared to the garden of the Lord for beauty and ferti- 
lity. The men of Sodom, however, were extremely 
wicked, and ſinners before the Lord exceedingly, as 
doubtleſs were allo the inhabitants of Gomorrah. 
They moſt ungratefully forſook the ſervice of the true 
God, their Creator, Lawgiver, and Benefactor; they 
renounced his ſacred worthip; they burlt aſunder the 


bonds of humanity ; and, regardleſs even of natural 


laws, they abandoned then nfelves to the moſt abomi- 
nable 
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nable practices. On account of their atrocious wic- 
kedneſs, the Lord deſtroyed them, and overthrew 
their cities, by raining fire and brimſtone upon them 
from heaven, making them an example of his righ- 
teous diſpleaſure againſt fin, unto thoſe who ſhould 


afterward hve ungodly. Now, had it not been for 


the holy remnant whom God left among the Jews, 
they would have been as cminent in tranigreſſion, and 
advanced to no leſs dreadful heights of impiety than 
the inhabitants of theſe cities. Had it not been on 
account of this reſidue of men who ſought after the 
Lord, the judgments inflicted on the jews might have 
equalled thoſe which were ſent on the cities of the 
lain, and have proved as deſtructive, fo' that none 
could have eſcaped : but, for the clet's fake, calami- 
ties are mitigated, ſhortened, and averted, as our 
Lord himſelf bath inſtructed us“. Accordingly, this 
remnant proved the happy means of ſtopping the cur- 
rent of wickedneſs, which threatened to have over- 
ipread the whole land with deſolating judgments, 
whilit they ſowed the ſeeds of that goodneſs and 
righteouſneſs which is the ſtability of a nation; and, 
by their fervent prayers, mercies were intermixed 
with puniſhments.— This places them in a very 
important point of view, which merits our particular 
attention. They may be accounted, as hath often 
happened in a time of deep corruption and abound- 
ing iniquity, the enemies and troublers of a nation; 
whereas, in fact, they are: the fait of the earth, the 
light of the world, the ſtreng gth and ſupport of a 
pople, and thavefore they deſerve to be highly 
eiteemed, and kindly entertained. Whilſt we are 
thankful to the Lord of hoſts, that ſuch a remnant is 
ml found among us, let us afſliduouſly endeavour to 
| av our cordial reſpect for them by every becoming 

reffion, deeply concerned that they may be hap- 
ply increaſed aad preſerved. 


* Matth, xxiv. 22. 
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10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers 
of Sodom; give car unto the law of our God, 
ve people of Gomorrah. 


The prophet ſolemnly demands the attention of thoſe 
whom he ad 1 to what he was about to deliver 
in the following e The rulers of the Jews he 


17 


alls, the rulers of Sodol ; intimating, that they re. 
mb! ed the governors ot f that wicked city in luxury 
PE impur ity, in pride, oppreſſion, and the other abo- 
minations that they committed, of which the Ts 
res iel ipcaks in his prophecy k. hey not only 
« walkcd after their w avs, aud did after tiicir abomina- 
tions, but, as ik that had been a very little thing, 
they were corr upted, more than the men of So- 
dom in all their ways,“ as that prophet remarks, at 
the 47th verſe of the chapter above cited. On ac- 
count of this ſtriking ſimilarity of manners between 
Wy governors of Sodom _ the rulers of the Jews, 
he latter have the deſignation of the former here 
— how with much juſtice and propriety. By this 
humillating appellation, thoſe who preſided over the 
Jewiſh pe ople are reminded of their deep corruption, 
and lamentable progres in every ſpecies of iniquity, 
whereby they provoked the Almighty, and ruined 
themſelves. AS for the bulk of the nation, the 
prophet addreties them as the people of Gomorrah, 
on account of their ſtriking re mblance, in wicked- 
neſs, to the wretched inhabitants of that city. Ac- 
cording to a figure in ſpcech, frequently uſed in {crip- 
ture, we find pcrions and bodies of men deſigned by 
the names of thoſe to whom they bear a remarkable 
likencſs. An inftance of this fort occurs in the book 
of Revelation, where we read, That the dead bodies 
* of our Lord's Wo Witneiles hall lie in the ſtreet of 
* the great city, which ſpiritually is called Sodom and 
Eg gypt, Where alſo our Lord was cruciticd 4. 'Ihe 


*: Pzek. i. 50. FT Rey. x1, 8 
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apoſtacy f from God, the impiety, the ingratitude, and 
enormous crimes committed by the people of Judah, 
made their reſemblance to the men of Sodom and Go- 
morrah complete, and expoied them io no jeſs a puniſh- 
ment than that inficted upon thele cities. Such was 
their amazing progreſs in ſin, from which neither the 
light of nature, the dictates of conſcience, the promiſes, 
W the threatenings, and the preſence of God, could re- 
ſtrain them. Their metropolis, Jeruſalem, was lilled 
with violence and ſtrife; miſchief, ſorrow, and wic- 
kedneſs were in the midit thereof; deceit and guile 
departed not from her itreets. Slay ! that, in this 
bed, as 2 people, we have : fooliſhly followed the 


PS. ©. 


ce 


cen notorious „ ; and, far from ating up 
to our character as Chriſtians, we have ſadly degene- 

FT rated from the ſtrictneſs of our former profeſſion and 
| practice. The attention of theſe rulers and people 
is demanded to what follows. 

Hear the word of the Lord ; give ear to the law of 
or God. The word of the Lord, and the law of our 
God, to which attention is required, ſeem here to 
be ſynonimous expreſſions; in both of which, the 
meſlage delivered in the following part of this pro- 
phecy is intended. They particularly refer, to the 
Ircproof adminiſtered to the profeſſing people of God, 

gon account of their groſs hypocriſy and formality in 
the duties of divine worſhip; and the repeated calls 
given them to the exerciſe of true repentance, as 
ndiſpenſably neceflary to avert the juit judgments 


y ol! Jehovah. Iſaiah was perfectly convinced, that 
e Wizt he was about to deliver was indeed the word 
\ cr ſchovah, and the law of God, which he had com- 


municated to him in ſuch a manner, that he was fully 
lauslied that it juſtly deſerved then deſcriptions. In 
order, therefore, to awaken the moſt folemn attention 
Ito the truths he had received in commiſſion to deliver, 
he declares, that we are not to hear the word of man, 
ut the word of the Living God, whom we are bound, 


by 
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by the ſtrongeſt ties, to reverence and obey. Some 


learned men have obterved, that there are ten dit. 
ferent names given to this ſupreme Law'giver in ſcrip. 
ture: three of which denote his et ternal independent 


exiſtence; three of them are expreſſive of his glorious 


power; three of them ſignify his univerſal govern. 
ment; and one of them points out his ſupreme excel. 
lence, and high exaltation. The word here tranſlated 
God is in the plural number, in which it frequently 
occurs in the Old Teſtament, and is ſuppoſed to be 
derived from one that Gonifies mighty or ſtrong. Thi 
reminds us, that the law, to which we are called to 
give ear, proceeded from the Almighty, who is able 
to ſave and to deſtroy, and conſequently merits the 
moſt ſerious conſideration. From what follows, i 
appears, that the prophet eſpecially intended, the Jay 
given by Moles to the people of Urael reſpeQing the 
worthip of Jehovah. In this view, the import of the 
invitation before us will be to this eftect : Ye rulers, 
and men of high rank, who may imagine ye are ex- 
empted from concern in this meſlage, I call for you 
attention in the firſt place. And as men are ever prone 
to conſider the word of God as directed rather to others 
than themſelves, ye who are the people may think i 
wholly relates to your rulers, I therefore next call on 
you to give audience. Hearken then ye, of every con. 
dition, who pretend to obſerve the inſtitutions and fi- 
crifices enjoined in the law of the Lord, and I will they 
you the ſum, the ſpirit, and deſign of that law, which 
was not intended merely to require you to prelent 
before the Moſt High numerous offerings, to obſerve 
many ſolemnities, and to make many prayers, with the 
performance of which, if ye are ſatisfied, ye neglec 
its chief aim. Beſides prefiguring future good things, 
it was promulgated, to direct you to worſhip the Lord 
our God with pure hearts and clean hands, in the 
faith of the accompliſhment of his promiſes ; and t 
lead you to evidence that faith, by a ſtrict regard d 


juſtice and charity through the whole of your conduc 
Fatt 
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Either ye do not know and conſider this, or ye 
WT wiitully pervert the law of God to the worſt of pur- 
WT poſes Il beſcech you then, brethren, diligently to 
take heed to the ſalutary inſtructions contained in the 
W ſubſequent part of this prophecy. Though they were 
not primarily addreſſed to you, they are written for 
pour learning; and from them, through the divine 
bleſling, you may derive much benefit. 


11 To what purpole zs the multitude of your 
ſacrifices unto me? ſaith the LORD: I am full 
of the burnt-ofterings of rams, and the fat of fed 
beaſts, and I delight not in the blood of bul- 
locks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 


In anſwer to an objection that might naturally oc- 
cur to the juſtice of the preceding charge, drawn from 
the multitude of ſacrifices preſented to God by his an- 
cient people, the prophet informs them, that the offer- 
ings which they brought could not be acceptable to 
Jchovah. The word tranſlated /acrifices denotes all 
thoſe victims, which, having been ſlain, and laid on 
the altar, were in part, or altogether, offered unto 
the Almighty. It is here inquired concerning theſe 
hacrifices, To what purpoſe were they multiplied ? In 
the law of Moſes, various amimals, ſuch as oxen, 
rams, goats, and lambs, were appointed to be offered 
n ſacrifices, and required to be often repeated on dit- 
ferent occaſions. In obedience to that law, ſacrifices 
Feontinued to be preſented to the Lord by the people, 
0 rhom this inquiry is propoſed, reſpecting the end 
They had in view in their offerings. They were not 
lemanded on account of any intrinſic worth or ex- 
ellence of which they were pofleſſed, or on account 
di any pleaſure or benefit that could accrue to God 
rom them, however numerous and expenſive they 
night be to the offerers. The rites contained in the 
eremonial law were intended, to preſerve the poſterity 
Þ: Iiracl from the idolatrous practices of neighbouring 
nations, 
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time referred to, that people preſented multitudes of 


88 LECTURTS ox ru Citab. 


nations, to which they were remarkably prone; to 
excite in them the expectation of good things which 
were to come; and to point out to them in what man. 


ner the Lord of all would be worſhipped. At the 


facrifices unto Jehovah, regardleſs of the diſpoſitions 
and deſigns with which they brought them; and 
theretore reproof is adminiſtered to them, by the in. 
quiry here propoſed. This queition, my friends, 
we ought to conſider as directed to ourielves, refped. 
ing the facrifices of praiſe, and of doing good, re- 
quired of us under the New 'Yeitament ; 5 and it ought 
to remind us, of the high importance of attending to 
the deſigns we have in view in diicharging the duties 
of divine worſtip. It is by no means Julficient, that 
they be regularly performed, without conſidering the 
end at which we aim. Not only ſhould our action 
proceed from good principles, and be good in them. 
felves, but they mult be done for valuable and im- 
portant purpoles; not to gratify our own humour, 
not to promote our ſelf.intereſt, not to comply with 
cuſtom, or to obtain the applauſe of others, but to 
teſtify our ſubjection to the divine authority, to ac- 
quire the divine approbation, and to advance our belt 
intereſts. 

I am full of ihe burnt-oferings of rams, and the fa Maje 
of fed beaſts, and I delight not in the blood of builoci, ear 
or of lambs, or of he-goats. It is true, theſe ſeveral 
kinds of offerings were inſtituted by the bleſſed Gol WW: ; 
himſelf, to typi ity, in different reſpects, the one pet: 
fect ſacrifice of the great Meſſiah, which was to be 
offered in the fulneis of time; and to repreſent th: 
indifpenſable neceſiity of atonement and purification 
in order to the enjoyment of the divine favour nder 


Among the various ſacrifices offered by the childral ci; 
of [frael, the burnt-otterings only are here me entioneh dne 
which were ordered to be entirely conſumed on te the 
altar whereon they were pr elented, no part of theW:r0; 


being reſerved, cither to the perſon who brought H roce. 
vic 


* 
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victim, or to the prieſt who ſacrificed it, excepting 
only the ſkin. Though the ſacrifice of expiation, the 
peace- offering, and the ſacrifice of thankigiving, are 
not particularly mentioned, they are doubtleſs in- 
guded in the offerings of fat beaſts, which the Lord 
aith he rejected and loathed; which ſeems to be the 
mport of the expreſſion, I am full. He had not to 
reprove them for the fewneſs of their ſacrifices and 
Wurnt-oferings, which they brought continually be- 
fore him, but for their hypocriſy and formality in his 
[crvice. If you. inquire, How the great God could 
ceject thoſe ſacrifices which he himſelf had appointed ? 
he anſwer is obvious: Their rejection proceeded not 
from want of divine inſtitution, for they originated 
from his own authority; and the offerings of the 
people, under that diſpenſation, were preſented in 
ompliance with the command of God, who ſtrictly 
enjoined them, and always approved of them when 
rightly performed. They were abhorred, on account 
of the formality and hypocriſy wherewith they were 
ered, their being fooliſhly preferred to the ſpiri- 
tual obedience due to the moral law, and truſted 
0 for righteouſneſs by many, who looked upon 
hem as the foundation of their acceptance with 
God. They were always well-pleafing to the divine 
Majeſty, when preſented with holy diſpoſitions of 
heart, in reference to the great objects they were in- 
ended to repreſent; but when offered by ſinners, 

ho, under the maſk. of hypocriſy, held fait their 
wquities, and diſcovered no becoming regard to the 

nds of their inſtitution, he declares, in the words 

Wciore us, he was full of them.——Let us then, in 

ill the exerciſes of divine worſhip, endeavour to act 

nder the influence of this intereſting truth, The ſa- 

cnfice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, 

wiereas the prayer of the upright is his delight.“ It 

3 the heart of the worſhipper that he principally re- 

ards; and all the external homage which does not 

roceed from love to God, and a facred regard to 


ys 
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his authority, is only vain oblation, which can neve 
aicend before his throne with acceptance. 


12 When ye come to appear before me, 
who hath required this at your hand to tread 
my courts ? . 


The hypocritical people to whom God, by the pro. 
phet, directed this diſcourſe, continued to attend the 
ordinances of divine inſtitution, and regularly to ap. 

car before the Lord in the duties of his worſhip; 


and therefore raſhly concluded, they merited the tz 


vour of God, and were accepted of him. The appear. 
ances referred to, might be either thofe which were 
more ordinary and frequent, when they were employed 
in the daily and weekly exerciſes of divine worſhip, or 
thoſe which were more ſeldom and folemn, when, 
three times in the year, all the males appeared be- 
fore the Lord their God. In order to adminiſter juſt 
reproof for their improper conduct, and the unſuitable 


manner in which they made theſe appearances, the 


inquiry before us is propoſed, in which the prophet 
expoſtulates with them concerning their fin and folly. 


Who hath required this at your hands, &c. The Moſt 


High had expreſsly commanded them to appear be- 
fore him on many occaſions, and particularly ſpect 
fied in what manner they ought to approach his fa 
cred preſence. Their carelels inattention to this laſt. 
mentioned circumſtance gave occaſion to the challenge 
contained in this verſe. You who were never clean ed 
from your ſins, who have not returned to the Lord in 
the exeiciſe of ſincere repentance, and whoſe hearts 
are far from him, whilſt you profeſs much love to 
him with your mouths, can you poſſibly imagine, 
that the all-perfect and moſt holy Jehovah would 
command you to tread his courts, whilſt you on) 
bring thither your bodies, and leave your hearts be. 
hind you? Be attured. that he never required you 0 
approach the courts of his houle in ſuch an unkol 

$ | and 
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and hypocritical manner, and that he will never ac- 


cept or approve of ſuch diſſimulation. It is your 
hearts which he chiefly regards, and juſtly claims, 


E without which all your ſpecious appearances, all your 


numerous oblations, are not well-pleaſing to the Lord. 

You may be ſentible, that your hearts, far from de- 
lighting in his ſervice, which is honourable and glo- 
rious, are continually going out after their covetouſ- 
neſs, and wandering after earthly objects. And can you 
think that the Holy One of lirael will accept of ſuch 
worſhippers, who, though they have a male in the: 


Hock, which is his peculiar property, yet offer to the. 


Lord: a corrupt thing, and only preſent to him the 
formal homage of a corruptible body, deſtitute of a 
purified heart Permit me from hence to incul- 
cate upon you, my hearers, the high importance of 
pertorming the ſervice of God in the manner he re- 
quires. Being infinitely holy, he hates the leaſt im- 
purity in his worſhip ; being very jealous, the ſmalleſt 
deviation from duty av akens his awful diipicature. 
Moſes, for his raſhneſs, in not exactly executing the 
divine command, was excluded from the land of Ca- 
nan; and many of the Corinthians, on account of 
the unworthy manner in which they partook of the 
Lord's Tupper, became weak and ſickly. Inſtructed 
of your danger, by ſuch alarming inſtances as theſe, 
labour to get your hearts brought into an unreferved 
lubjection to the divine authority, and to ſerve God 
in the lively, ſpiritual manner he requires, that, along 
vith outward reſpect, he may have the inv ard ho- 
age of renewed hearts. Thus evidence yourlelves 
to be the circumciſion, who worſhip God in the ſpi- 
fit, who have no confidence in the fleſh, and rejoice 
in Chrilt Jeius, 


13 Bring no more vain oblations, incenſe is 
an abomination unto me, the new-moons and 
Sabbaths, the calling of aſſemblies I cannot away 
With, is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. 


The 
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place appointed, but to bring no more ſuch as were Nun 


62 © LECTURES ow Tus CnAr. 1 


The hypocritical people to whom our prophet w] 
ſent are here informed, that their oblations and folemn c 
fealts were as offenſive to God as their facrifices — c 
The oblations mentioned were probably the offering v 
of the firſt-fruits, and the tithes of wheat and bread, i. 
wine, oil, and falt, with a variety of other thing, t 


which were ordered, by divine appointment, to be i a 


brought to the tabernacle, and afterward to the v 


_ temple, that they might be preſented unto God h/ ir 


the prieits. Theſe are called vain and unprofitable, be. v 
ing offered deſtitute of regard to the divine authority i te 
whereby they were commanded, of that fuprer Will vw 
love to Jehovah with which every act of obedience Bi ar 
ought to be accompanied, and without faith in the Wi 2 

great objects concerning which they were deſigned to in 
convey inſtruction. Theſe oblations being ſeparated ¶ cu 
{rom the exerciſes of repentance, prayer, and thank. er 
giving, had in them nothing ſpiritual and valuable, Wh in; 
that was worthy of God, acceptable to him, or that m- 
could be uſeful to the offerer. The Lord therefore il ce! 
required his profeſſing people, to bring no more ſuch 
unprofitable offerings to him. He did not order WW /e: 


S "I. 
them to refrain from bringing their oblations to the WW /::: 


unavailable for the purpoſes intended by them. He n 
would have them punctually to bring thoſe offering of 
that might be advantageous to them, whereas he euer 
preſsly forbids them to continue any longer perform. 
ing what was to them a weariſome and unmeaning 
ſervice, that could be attended with no good cotile- 
quences.——To impreſs this the deeper upon ther 
minds, it is added, Incenſe is an abomination unto Me. 
Incenſe was a rich perfume, prepared of ſweet ſpices, 


which was commanded to be put on the fire laid on the n 
altar of gold before the Lord, and to be burnt there Ihe 
on continually, in order to repreſent the perpetual, und- 
acceptable interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. This incenſ non. 


though prepared according to divine direction, and 
ollered on the altar which was commanded, God de. 
| | clares 
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clares was an abomination to him. Whilſt the men 
of Judah fooliſhly imagined, that the Almighty was 
delighted with the fragrancy of the ſpices of which it 
vas compoled, and entertained apprehenſions of him 
inconfſiſtent with his infinite majeſty and perfect puri- 
ty, he aſſures them, that incenſe was deteſtable to him, 
and the object of his juſt abhorrence. From whence 
we learn this important leſſon, That the abuſe of things, 
in themſelves moſt valuable, in the worſhip of God, 
will render it odious to him, and provoke him to 
teſtify, how hateful thoſe ſervices are in his fight 
which are performed under the influence of formality 
and hypocriſy. Every thing in divine worſhip is vain, 
and offenſive to the Moſt High, which is not executed 
in the ſpiritual manner he hath required. This cir» 
cumſtance ought to render us exceedingly cautious in 
every part of his ſervice, molt attentive to the offer. 
ings we preſent before him, and ſolicitous that they 
may be acceptable in his fight through the inter- 
ceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. Ss 

The new-moons and ſabbaths, the calling of aſe 
enblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, even the 
the BW /%n meeting. The new-moons were the days on 
ere which the moon was firſt ſeen after the change, 
He BW v21ch was to the children of Ifrael the beginning 
gs of their months. At theſe ſeaſons they were or- 
ex- Wl cercd to offer unto the Lord an additional burnt- 
10- WW 0:cring, a meat-offering, drink-offerings, and a ſin- 
ing Nokcring, beſide their daily facrifices *. Theſe times 
were obſerved by them with peculiar marks of ſanc- 
ty, and abſtinence from ordinary labours, as is 
panly intimated in the language of the oppreſſors, re- 
corded by the prophet Amos, When will the new- 
moon be gone, that we may ſell corn, ©. +.—— 
Ihe Sabbaths are next mentioned: by which we may 
underſtand the ſeventh day of the week, when addi- 
tonal ſacrifices were appointed to be offered beſides 


7 See Numb. xxviii. 11. ef ſeq FT Amos viii. 5. 
thoſe 


critical manner which attends you in every part ol 
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thoſe that were daily preſented. Theſe Sabbaths were 
commanded to be kept holy to the Lord, as days of! 
ſacred reſt, and types of that eternal Sabbatiſm which 
remaineth for the people of God. The Sabbath of 
years may be allo conſidered as alluded to in this e, 
preſſion ; that is, every ſeventh year, when the land! 
lay uncultivated, the debts of their brethren were dif. 
charged, and ſervants ſet at liberty.—— To theſe are WF P 
added, the calling of aflemblies ; the ſolemn convo. i 
cations which were held on the roth day of the ſeventh BM <* 


month, which they were appointed to obſerve as a i * 
public faſt, on which they were to afflict their fouls A 
r 


for ſin, and to do no work. On theie ſolemn acca- 
fions, the prieſt was to make an atonement for them, 
to cleanſe them from all their fins, and to make an 
atonement for the holy ſanQuary, for the tabernacle fe: 
of the congregation, for the altar, for the prieits, and MM: 
tor all the people of the congregation. This was in- | 
deed a ſolemn meeting, as it is, called in the laſt clauſe 
of the verſe. What could be more ſolemn, than to 
{ſee the whole numerous people of Ifrael and Judai ' 
convened for the purpoſes of afflicting their ſouls, and 105 
making atonement for their fins before the Lord ?—— MF” 
Concerning theſe ſeaſons and aſſemblies, God faith, 
[ cannot away with them, it is iniquity. By theſe 
expreſſions, God declares his averſion to the oftzrings 
and feitivals of the men of Judah, and ſuggeſts the 
reaſon of their oftenſivenets to him. It is not difficult 
to perceive their import, which ſeems to be ihortly to 
this effect: I cannot endure to ſee you bringing obla- 
tions and incenſe to my altar, in that formal, hypo- 


my ſervice. It is highly offenſive to me, to {ce you, 
who protcls to be my peculiar people, ſpending the 
facred ſeaſons I have inſtituted among you in the it: 
volous and ſinful way you commonly obſerve thei 
Inſtead of keeping them holy to the Lord, and enter: 
ing into the ſpirit of the excrciſes proper for ſuch {6- 
lemn occaſions, your conduct exhibits a ſcene of com. 

| plicatel 
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plicated wickedneſs, add baſe hypocriſy. You truſt 


to che external form of the duties incumbent upon 
E you ar theſe times, whilſt you are deſtitute of the de- 
E rout diſpoſitions of heart which are indiſpenſably 
E neceſſary to the right obſervance of theſe ſolemni- 
ties. And 1s not this a great 1n1quity then, to im- 
| poſe on yourſelves in the molt important matters, and 
to deal deceitfully with God, who will not be mock- 
Jed? This muſt be highly provoking to the infinite 
| Majeſty of heaven and earth, and expoſe you to his 
E righteous diſpleaſure : put therefore this iniquity far 
from you, that it may not prove your ruin. 


14 Your new-moons, and your appointed 
feaſts my ſoul hateth: they are a trouble unto 
me, I am weary to bear hem. 


The ſame ſubject is continued in this verſe, which 
was introduced in the foregoing ones. The new- 


1.1 noons are again mentioned, with the appointed feaſts: 

1 Wb) which may be intended, the feaſts of the Lord, the 
holy convocations which were ordered to be proclaim- 
* ed in their ſeaſons, mentioned in the twenty- third chap- 
mY 


ter of Leviticus. The Lord's paſſover, which was com- 
manded to be obſerved on the fourteenth day of the firſt 
onth, at even, when the Iſraelites were to eat the 


w fleſh of the lambs they had flain roaſted with fire, with 
＋ unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. The feaſt of the 


fil fruits, obſerved at the time they began to reap 
heir corns, when they were required to take the 
r|t-fruits of the earth unto the place which the 
ord did choofe, and to preſent them before him, re- 
ocing in every good thing which the Lord their God 
ad given them. The feaſt of tabernacles, appointed 
o be kept on the fifteenth day of the ſeventh month, 
which they were not to do any ſervile work, but to 
ke the branches of thick trees, and make to them- 
ves booths, in which they were to dwell ſeven days, 
nd to rejoice before the Lord their God, in com- 
| memoration 
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memoration of their having dwelt in booths when the 
Lord brought them forth from the land of Egypt, 
Though God had appropriated to himielt theſe ſeaſons, 
and devoted them to his ſervice, he calls them not his, 
but theirs ; intimating, that they made them their own; 
by ſacrilegiouſly alienating from him the honour and 
obedience which he demanded ; and that they obſer. 
ved them not to his glory, but in a manner ſuited to 
their own corrupt diſpoſitions. He therefore plainly 
declares, that his foul hated them. The expreſſion i; 
ſtrong and forcible, though not peculiar to our pro- 
phet; for God elſewhere uſes much the ſame language, 
hate,“ ſaith he, © I deſpiſe your feaſt-days, and I wil 
not {mell in your ſolemn affemblies. Though ye 
offer me burnt-ofterings, and your meat-olterings, [ 
© will not accept them : neither will I regard the 


« peace-afterings of your fat beaſts “.“ Though the ! 
Lord of hoſts had inſtituted theſe ſacred ſeaſons tor . 
the moſt important purpoſes, yet they were ſo grolsly Mak 
perverted and abuſed, that, inſtead of being delighted H. 

with them, he held in ſovereign deteſtation the hypo- 
$11 


criſy and formality wherewith the ſervices of his pro- 
feſling people were attended on theſe occafions— Hie 
intimated in the following expreſſions ; Ws, 

My joul hateth, they are a trouble unto me, Tam weary tc: 
to bear them, The blefled God condeſcends to ipeak 
of himſelf in a way ſuited to our weak apprehenſions; 
and the words which he uſes muſt be explained in 
conſiſtency with the ſpirituality and. holineſs of the 
divine nature. The poſterity of Iſrael had diſcovered 
by their conduct, that they were weary of the ſolen. 
nities which God had appointed them to obſerve, and 
that they reckoned the duties of his worſhip vexatiou 
and troubleſome. He therefore lets them know, that 
their abuſe of his inſtitutions rendered them a troubi 
to him, as well as to them, and that he could no longs 
bear with their grievous provocations, Conical 


* Amos v. 21, 22. 
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en, brethren, if you eſteem the Sabbaths, the ſolemn 

afons w hich the Lord our God hath appropriated to 
Winic!f, holy, honourable, and a delight; and do 
u then refrain from finding your own pleaſures, 
'nking your own. thoughts, and ſpeaking your Own 
Fords ? Do you take delight in approaching to God 
the exerciſes of his worſhip, and viewing his ſervice 
your honour and happineſs; do you engage in it 
ith alacrity, and with your whole hearts? Or, Are 
bu lukewarm and negligent in performing the ſer- 
ice of your higheſt Lord, and thus render your 
plemn meetings offenſive to the Moſt High, by your 
proal and careleſs behaviour? Theſe inquiries natu- 
ly ariſe from this ſubject, and juſtly demand your 
rious attention. 


the 15 And when ye ſpread forth your hands, 
for vill hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye 
Make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands 
tel Ne full of blood. 


2r0- Similar teſtimonies of the divine diſpleaſure are 
— WW: icvounced againſt the hypocritical people of the 

Ws, on account "of their formal prayers, with theſe 
car) reatened againſt their oblations and feaſts in the 
regoing veries. They might be apt to imagine, that 


bus; Nous! God was not pleaſed with their external wor- 
| in ſv. be would not reject the more rational homage 

the ir prayers and thankſglvings, whereby they pro- 
creed to honour the divine Majeſty. To convince 


en of their preiumptuous miſtake, they are aſſured, 


and, chen performed in an unſuitable manners they 
onze not be regarded by the Almighty. And 
chal! cad f, 75 your hands. Spreading forth the 
ub" i a geiture that, in every age of the world, 

not W's bern u! led by men when ſupplice ting the throne 
ide grace. Moſes told Pharaoh, king of Egypt, that 


oon as he was gonc out of the city, he would 
Pread abroad his hands unto the Lord 3* by which 
I he 


_ciies of prayer” and thanklgiving, in which it was fre 
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he meant, that he would entreat that the thunder and 
hail might ceaſe “. And when king Solomon, ſtand. 
ing before the altar of the Lord, in preſence of the 
congregation of lirael, at the dedication of the temple 
addreſted God in prayer, he ſprœad forth his hand 
toward heaven .“ In reference to this practice, the| 
expreſſion before us is intended to ſignify the exe: 


quently uſed, to denote the carneſtneſs and i import.. 
nity of the ent And left it might hay 
been thought, that the frequent repetition of te 
prayers they preſented to God would render then 
mare acceptable, they are informed, that the mul 
tude of their prayers ſhould not avail to this purpoſe, 
Tea, when ye make many prayers, &c. Whilſt ther 
bodies only were employed in the ſervice of God 
and their hearts were eltranged from him, ſuch bs 
dily exerciſe, however otten repeated, profited little 
This important leſſon our blefled Lord inculcates up 
on his diſciples, in his moſt excellent fermon deliver 
ed from the Mount, But when ye pray, uſe nd 
* vain repetitions, as the heathen do : for they tlun 
* they ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking. g 
not ye therefore like unto them: for your Fathe 
„ knoweth what things ye have need of, before t 
* aſk him .“ To difluade them from this hypocrit 
cal practice, God here declares 1 will hide in 
eyes from you—l ill not hear. Theſe expreſſions, i 
which the faculties of men are aſcribed to God, mul 
be underſtood in their metaphorical ſenſe, being dt 
ligued to gixe us an idea of the divine procedure 
ſpecting the prayers here mentioned. Stript of t 
figure with which they are clothed, they plainly in 
mate, that Jel jovah would not regard them, as 
does the upright, with a pleaiant countenance, i. 
attend to the voice of their ſupplications proceedig 
trom feigned lips; but, on the contrary, that 


' 


* Exod: ix. 29. T 1 Kings viii. 22. + Matth. i. 1 
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would turn away from them as odious and ſinful, 


and. ad reject their petitions as unwortity of the ſmalleſt 
the otice. He would not fo attend to their prayers as 
wi Wo grant their requeits. Their prayers were made 
and; ith much coldneſs and indifference, and proceeded 
„the rom hearts that regarded iniquity; and therefore 
exe od affures them, he would not hearken to their 
; fro. Wipplication, agreeably to what is written, He that 
ortu. turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his 
hae praver ſhall be abomination *.* Both the expreſſions 
F tle contained in this verſe ſeem to denote nearly the fame 
then ling; namely, that the prayers of the people, here 
aul proved, were offenſive to God, who delights in the 
pole piritual homage of renewed hearts. "Though they 
thenfWiaintaincd the form, they were not poſſeſſed of the 
God irt of prayer: they were deſtitute of faith in the 
h bo. romiſes reſpecting the great Mediator, and thoſe in- 
little enſe deſires after ſpiritual bleihngs, without which it 
5 vs impoſhible to pleale God. | 
live Tur bands are full of blood. Theſe mel contain 
e none important reaſon of the divine conduct, deſcribed 
thin the preceding part ot this verle. To the well- 
bounded expectation of gracious audience to our 
ah :21crs, God requires, that we lift up holy hands, 
re M ithout wrath and doubting ; but, far from this, the 
ocritW14nis of this people were full of blood; Thoſe who 
Mn zere inveſted with power and authority condemned 
ns, le innocent, and ſpared the guilty ; whilſt thoſe who 
„muß ere good ſuffered hard things, the bad were permit- 
10 ute pais unpuniſhed. The low er clafles of the people 
mi wh guilty of bloody crimes and capital offences, 
of i} wmch deſerved death; ſuch as idolatry, blalphemy, 
y 1 rr, and adultery : and theie atrocious gry 
2; rclions abounded fo much among them, and wer 
e, e Fequently committed, as to jultity the cs 
edn W'-ore us, wherein it is affirmed, their hands were 
jar 4 of blood. In the emphatical language of the 


ophet Hoſea, © By ſwearing, ly ing, killing, ſteal- 


* Prov. xxvili. g. 
ing, 


pect he will regard their prayers, or other acts d 
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ing, and committing adultery, they broke out, ani 
< blood touched blood“. In both the hiſtorical and 
prophetical parts of the Old Teſtament, ſimilar de 
{criptions are given of the character of that peopk 
whom the prophet here addrefled. Such then bein 
their condition, no wonder their prayers were ſhy 
out from before God, and that he would not hey 
them when they called upon him. By the in 
ſtructive variety of ſigniſicant expreſſions uſed h 
our ede on this ſubject, we are taught, that fee 
quent, pompous, and coltly ſervices, ſeparated iron 
true godlineſs, and holineſs of heart and lite, fx 
from being acceptable to the Lord, are an abonu 
nation in his ſight, and unprofitable to thoie whi 
perform them. We have incuicated upon us this in 
portant leſlon, that hypocriſy, in the ſervice of th: 
Living God, is molt deteſtable to him, who delight 
in truth in the inward parts; and that whilſt perſon 
indulge in the practice of iniquity, they cannot er 


%% yoo.” ad. a ind in 5 ER © 


worſhip. Let us, my friends, be hereby excited to 
diligent attention to our ipirits, eſpecially when e 
ployed in the ſervice of the Searcher of heut b 

Whilſt many reſt ſatisfied with the form of godiina i v 
the pr ofeſſion of Chriſtianity , and the per formance Mi * 
the external part of duty, let it be our conſtant iu a 
to ſerve the Lord in ſincerity and truth, under a dei t: 
conviction, that he knoweth our hearts, and ponder fr 
our paths. cl 


16 J Waſh ye, make you clean, put aw; 


the evil of your doings from betore mine ey tt 
ceale to do evil. I 
e: 

After the warm expoſtulations contained in tl De 
preceding veries, we might juſtly have expected Wl ©: 
hear awful denunciations of terrible judgments a,a WY *; 
thoſe who were addicted to fuch linful practices. 1 
00 
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ſtead of theſe, we are agreeably ſurpriſed with the 
moſt friendly and falutary advices, neceſſary to be 
carciully attended to, and faithfully obſerved, in or- 
der io deliverance from deſerved calamities. Wajh 
1c. The people, to whom theſe words were primarily 
directed, were not only polluted through the corrup- 


| tion of their nature in common with others, in con- 


ſequence of deſcending from thoſe who had revolted 
rom God, but they had defiled themſelves by their 


| multiplied tra nlgreſfions, and the unholy performance 


of the duties of divine worſhip. Sin is repreſented in 
ſcripture under many inſtructive ſimilitudes, ſervin 
to new its vile abominable nature, its odiculnels in 
his ſight, who is of purer eyes than to behold iniqui- 
ty, and the impurity of ſuch as indulge in it. We 
thereby contract that filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 
that univerſal pollution with which our fouls and 
bodies are tainted, and from which our outward and 
inward man, our hearts and our hands, need to be 
cleanied. All the waſhings and purifications under 
the law plainly ſuppoſed this deſilement: they. repre- 
ſented to men the indiſpenſable neceſſity of their 
being cleanſed from ſin, and were emblematical of 
what is here recommended. Though this, and the 
following expreſſion, may be viewed as explaining 
and enforcing each other, it may not be improper 
to conſider the firit, as relating to pardon of ſin, 
trom the guilt of which we are delivered by the pre- 
cious blood of Chriſt, and the latter, as reſpecting 
ne pollution of ſin, from which we are freed by the 
jpirit of Jeſus. Both theſe are equally neceflary to 
the falvation of men, and inteparably joined together 
in the promiſes and commands of God. From the 
cxpreis declarations contained in ſcripture, it ap- 
Pers, that the guilt of ſin is removed by the blood 
0: the Son of God, who loved us, and waſhed us 
from our {ins in his own blood, by faith in which we 
are tree] ly juttitied. This blood, and the abſolute ne- 
celbty of i its application, were typiſied, under the Old 
'Teitament, 
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Teſtament, to the people whom our prophet noy 
addrefied. When therefore he directs them to waſh, 
he requires the diligent ute of the means and inſtit. 
tions which God had appointed, that thereby the 
might obtain the remiſſion of tins, and be ſaved tron 
the puniſhment of their tranſgreſſions; and caution 
them to beware of theſe fins which would add to th 
guilt already contracted. 

Make you clean. God, in infinite mercy, hati 
promiſed, © I will ſprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ve ſhall be clean: from all your filthineis, and from 
* all your idols will I cleanie you!.“ This intimate 
his gracious intentions, his perfect ability, to puri i. 
the moſt polluted ſinners, and that this extraordinar if 
work is peculiar to him, who only can bring a clean il c 
out of an unclean thing. Notwithſtanding, in perfed b 
conſiſtence with ſuch promiſes, God faith, by Iſaiab, ! 
Make you clean ; intimating, that it is our indiſpenſable 
duty, to concur with him in carrying on this great Wi - 
work, by the diligent improvement of the means het 
hath appointed for acquiring the purity he hath pro. "i 
miſed, which is eſſential to our true happineſs, ande 

carefully to avoid every thing that might increae n 
our impurity. To waih and purify his people is the Wilt 
glorious prerogative of the bleſſed God, and is effec. i! 
tuated by his word and Spirit ; and therefore we ob te 


ſerve the ſupplicants before his throne, under cc n 
impreſſion of this humbling truth, adopting ſuch /Þ 
queſts as this, Waſh me "throuphly from mine in- 


* quity, and cleanſe me from my {in f.“ A8 the 
purification, here ſpoken of, is equally incumbe! 
upon you, brethren, as upon the Jews of old, permit 
me to exhort you, in the words of God, Wah ve 
* make ye clean. Cleanſe your hands, ye ſinners 


* purity your: hearts, ye double-minded f.“ To tdi 
neceſſary work I call you, in order to Convince y0!B it! 
of your pollution, and your utter inability to wal] i: 

] 
ar 
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nor away your ſpiritual defilement, to inculcate upon 
val, ou the indiſpenſable neceſſity of being throughly 
tin WW clcanſed from your iniquities, and to excite you to 
the; the diligent uſe of all the means inſtituted for this 
from FE purpole, Had I been illuſtrating theſe directions 
tio hilit ſudaiſm was in force, I would have adviſed to 
) the the ceremonial waſhings appointed under the law, 
which ſanctified to the purifying of the fleth, and typi- 
hath fed good things which were then future. But now 
and tele carnal ordinances being aboliſhed under the 
fron WM gofpel, I call you to © the fountain opened tor ſin and 
nat i uncleanneſs;' and you are now invited to repair to 
urig it immediately, in the exerciſe of faith, humility, and 
nar debe, that you may be waſhed from your fins, and 
dean cleanſed from your pollutions, that your conſciences 
tec being puritied from dead works, you may ſerve the 
aiab, i Living God. | 
{able Put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
great he. The actions referred to, in this advice, ſeem 
1s he to be thole mentioned in the preceding verſes. The 
pro-  1i1ititude of ſacrifices which the men of Judah pre- 
and i ſented before the Lord, the ſolemn appearances they 
reaſe made in his divine preſence, the obſervance of their 
s the BW facred aſſemblies and appointed feaſts, together with 
cc: heir many prayers, were no doubt the doings here in- 
2 ob: tended. Much fin, particularly of hypocriſy and for- 
deep mality, attended the performance of theſe duties; re- 
h r. [pectin which, God, by the prophet, had expoſtu- 
> ini. lated with them, in the foregoing verſes; and this it 
; theWW > vnich they are directed to put away. They did 
wens ot obſerve divine inſtitutions out of love to God and 
rout W's authority, they did not delight in drawing nigh to 
1 Ve, 


him with their whole hearts, nor were they animated 
ne bra lively faith in the great objects prefigured by the 
th Ulicerent parts of their worſhip. All the evil that at- 
tended their doings was perfectly known to him, who 
learcheth the heart, and trieth the reins of the chil- 


1 ; ® : . 
acn of men, and before whom all things are naked 


vol 
„ 1 
Wall 


and open. Not a ſinful thought, not the leaſt diffi- 
mulation, 


—— — 
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mulation, not a wrong intention or corrupt principle, 


ſprung up in their hearts, but it came fully under his 


inſpection, and proved highly offenſive to him, who 
cannot look on ſin but with deteſtation. That their 


doings might become acceptable to him, they are di- 
rected to put away the evil that adhered to their fer- 


vices, and heartily to renounce all thoſe vicious prin- 


ciples, and wrong views, whereby they had been 
in!!uenced in the worſhip of the true God. For this 
purpoſe, it was neceſſary that their hearts ſhould 
be purified by faith, their miſtaken views corrected, 
their temper rectified, and their practices reform— 
ed. This exhortation 1s no leis neceflary to us, 
than to thoſe to whom it was primarily given. Ye 
may be ſenſible, that much ſin cleaves to all our ſer- 
vices, Which ought not only to be acknowledged 
with N but renounced as hurtful and danger— 
ous. If then iniquity be in your hand, put it "far 
away, and let not wickedneſs dwell in your taber- 
nacles. For then thalt thou lift up thy face without 
© Ipot, yea, thou ſhalt be ſtedfaſt, and fhalt not fear. 

Ceaſe to do evil. Similar, mort, comprehenſiye 
directions are often repeated, both in the Old and 
New Teſtament. We are exhorted, to depart from 
evil, and do good +;* we are required, to abhor 
that wigch is evil, and to cleave to that which is 
good.“ Though evil ſometimes denotes, in ſcrip— 
ay all manner of fin and wickedneſs, it is to be un- 
derltood at other times in a more reſtricted ſenſe, for 
the 3 and injuries done by one perſon to an- 
other. In this fenie, our divine Maiter requires us 
not to  refilt evil . This lait ſeems evidently to be the 
import of the een ths expreſſion before us, where 
the profetiing people of God are luppoi ed to have 
been addicted to the practice of evil, and are diſſuadel 
from perſiſting in thoſe evils they committed again! 


La 


Job. xi. 14, I5. + FPſal. xxxiv. 14. | Rom. xt. ys 
" Matth. * 20 
il 44e. V. 39. 
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heir brethren. * Human happineſs,” as an emi- 
gent writer obſerves, * 1s a tender plant, which every 
rude breath is ſufficient to blaſt.” The precept 
gore us is intended to ſet a fence about it, to pre- 
re it from injuries, to prevent the ſhocking ſpectacle 
human miſery, and to inculcate the necellity of re- 
jeripg it. Remedies, though always to be uted when 
en Mcccliary, are often troubleſome and painful when 
his NMpplied, and uncertain with reſpect to the effects they 
Ivy produce, True wiſdom, therefore, directs to 
ji” every precaution that may render them need- 
8 and this ſeems to be the i Import of the duty here 


m- 

us, Required. In poſitive precepts there 18 ſometimes 
Ye om for the plea of ignorance or doubt; but no 
er. {Mod excuſe can be given for the neglect of what is 
red ntained | in this ſhort direction. When mien are ex- 
er- orted to acts of beneficence, they may plead incon- 
far enience or inability; but certainly no one can juſtly 
er- lead exemption from refraining to do wrong; o 
out Hat obedience to this rule is confeſſedly incumbent 
+ on all. This circumſtance ought to remind 
ive a, who now hear me, of your intimate concern in 
nd His direction, which it is your indiſpenſable duty to 
om bey. Think not to excuſe yourſelves, in the words 
1or the prophet, © Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, 
js or the leopard his ſpots? then may ye alſo do 
iv- Wl $094, who are accuitomed to do evil “.“ The im- 
un- Portant change which, of yourſelves, you are unable 
for Wb cicctuate, the Spirit of God, which you are en- 
an-iraged to atk, can caſily accompliſh ; and what God 
as 7h declared to be your duty, we are bound to in- 
the icate, and you to obey, not the leſs becauſe vou 
ere Ne foolitily indulged in an oppofite conduct, and 
we n hurt! your capacity of doing good, Ceate 
led en trom injuring your neighbours by fraud and op- 


rrſſion, beware of hurti: ing and diſt relling them, ot 
U relpeting your ſuperiors, of contemning your in- 


* Jer, xiii. 23. 
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N 


feriors, or behaving with rudeneſs toward your i 
quals. © With-hold not good from him to whom 
is due, when it is in the power of thine hand þ 
* 60 1t'*.” 


17 Learn to do well, ſeek judgment, relies 
the oppretled, judge the fatherleſs, plead f 
the widow. 


More ſalutary advices are given in this verſe | 6 
the wonderful Counſellor. Learn to do well, 9 
to do good, as the Hebrew word alſo ſigniſies. Ha 
it may denote, the practice of that which is honch 
virtuous, and juſt, in oppoſition to the evil cautions 
againſt in the preceding verſe. This ſeems to be i 
obvious meaning in the forecited pſalm f. Doing ue 
comprehends the practice of every good work. inci 
ded in our duty to God, in the exerciſes of yoodnd 
rightequſneſs, and truth toward others, and in ten 
perance and ſobriety reſpecting ourielves. That thei 
things be well done, or, in other words, that men d 
good, their actions muſt proceed from good prin 
ciples, the renewed diſpoſitions of a good and honel 
heart. Education and cuſtom may habituate men 
the form of godlineis, and good nature may pronyt 
them to a kind behaviour toward others, by whit 
they may acquire much eſteem from thoſe who z 
unacquainted with the principles from whence thai 
actions proceeded. Whereas were they known, 2ul 
properly examined, they would be found extreme 
defective, and far from deſerving to be called good- 
Their conduct muſt be directed to worthy and w 
luable purpoſes. A love of decency, a regard to 
putation, a deſire of promoting worldly intereſts, ni 
be ſubſtituted in room of love to God, reverence f 
Eis authority, the love of righteouſneſs, and gratitui 
for . goodnels. Theile diſpoſitions may indut 


* Prov, iii. 27. + Pfal. gxxiv. 14. 
ig 
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en to do ſome things good in themſelves, though 
Wir actions remain deſtitute of thoſe moral qualities 
= which they have only the appearance. But in 
doing, the great ends to be kept invariably in 
Wicw, arc, advancing the glory of God, the promo- 
Ing of our own falvation and that of others, the 
Nequiring a growing reſemblance to our great Lord, 
he obtaining the divine approbation, and being pre- 
Pared for the enjoyment of eternal glory. Theſe diſ- 
rſe Win guih the ſubſtance from the ſhadow, the ſterling 
ell, Moin from that which is counterfeited. Nor is this 
Hag, in order to doing well, our actions mult be re- 
10nd ulated by the ſtandard of the word of God. The 
tional price or laws of men, prevalent example, and fond 
be onclination, are the rules obſerved in evil-doing, and 
ig e bielly attended to by thoſe who with to appear before 
inch ben to do good, and who maintain a kind of ſuper- 
»dnc;titious regard for the external parts of godlineſs. 
n ten hut in doing well, the only rule and meaſure of all 
it the ur actions, is the perfect law of liberty, which clear- 
nen points out what is neceſſary to be done, in what 
pra anner it ought to be executed, and repreſents the 
honel principles, the motives, and anda; agreeably ro which 
men t 3 thing truly good muſt be performed. 
ron bis divine art God invites his ancient people to 
hid arn. This intimates, that, though they were wiſe 
ho e do evil, yet they were mere children and novices 
e than the practice of that which is good; and, having 
a, anÞ:cver been exerciſed in well-doing, they needed to 
rem taught the firſt principles, and inſtructed in the 
ood er rudiments of this noble ſcience. They are di- 
nd ted immediately to ſet about this important work, 
| to ad carefully to improve every mean that might con- 
8, nude to promote their acquaintance with what is 
nce it truly good, and give theni a facility in well-doing. 
atituil It was neceſſary for this purpoſe they ſhould receive 
Fon vE inſtructions of divine wiſdom, and experience 
Wat it is to be taught of him who teacheth to profit, 
ito gives underſtanding to the ſimple, to the young 
man 
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man knowledge and diſcretion. It was needful, thy 
in humble dependence on his bleſſing, they hou 
diligently attend to the inſtructions of thoſe he «© 
ployed as ſubordinate teachers, not out of neceſſity q 
his part, but to accommodate himſelf to the weakns 
of their capacities who were to be taught. Whil| 
under his tuition, their proficiency in learning houl 
be eſtimated, not by their progreſs in ſpeculatin 
knowledge, but! in holy obedience, in obeying fror 
the heart the form of doctrine delivered um 
them. This exerciſe, my brethren, is as neceſſin 
for you as for the Jews in the days of Haiah ; and 
therefore, I entreat you will employ yourſelves iz 
learning the important leſſon of well-doing. Por thi 
end, plead with God that he may become you 
teacher, and ſubmit to all his inſtructions, othervik 
your natural ignorance will never be removed, yout 
perverſe wills can never be ſubdued, nor your corrupt 
prejudices taken away. The teaching of men, afte 
all they have faid, can never purity and reform the 
heart; and therefore labour to get well acquaintel 
with the divine precepts, and to experience their 
power enlightening your minds, 1mprefling your 
hearts, and leading you on to well-doing. And 
having learned thus divine art, endeavour, by patient 
continuance in the practice of it, to ſeck for glory 
honour, and immortality. | 
Scek judgment. In this, and the following 4 
ſions, contained in this verſe, the prophet directs to 
the practice of ſeveral branches of well-doing. Judg 
ment is uſed in various ſenſes in ſcripture, which! 
ſhall not ſtay at prefent to mention. It ſeems to de 
note here, acting agreeably to the rules given in tht 
perfect law of equity, in which the Lord our God 
hath ſhewn what is juſt and good, and what he 6 


conduct which ſtands in oppolition to rigour, fraud, 
and cruelty ; which is regulated by a ſtrict Wen to 


integrity and righicouſneſs, and tempers every 
Wand 


ſonable ſupport to them under the hard treatment 


ment, when you conſider, with the wiſeſt of men, th 
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vidence hath exalted to the moſt eminent ſtation, 99 
whom God hath given riches, honour, and power 
that they may protect and do good to thoſe that ar 
deſtitute, ſhould notwithſtanding haraſs, vex, and 


Injure them. This is © as if the rod ſhould ſhake iti 


© againſt him that lifts it up, or as if the ſtaff ſhoul 
lift up itſelf as if it were not woog *.* This is a mo} 
odious iniquity in the ſight of the Lord God merd. 
ful and gracious, and a ſtrange perverſion of the pu: 
poſes of his kind providence. This is a grievoy 
burden to thoſe who are obliged to ſuſtain it, and a 
tended with the worſt of conſequences, as Soloma 
obſerved; © Oppreſſion maketh a wife man mad. 
It is the higheſt injuſtice, and the groſſeſt impiety, u 
atrocious fin which expoſes its abettors to the awful 
judgments of Almighty God. Such as are off 
preſſed the people of God are directed to relies 
This imports, that they ought to employ their power 
and influence to reſcue the injured from under the c 
lamities they feel—that they labour to adminiſter fe 


they ſuſtain—and that they exert themſelves, |y 
every lawiul expedient, to prevent their oppretion 
from farther diſtreſſing them. You cannot excuk 
yourſelves from taking part in this pleaſant employ 


oppreſſions done under the fun. If you attend to you 
intimate connection with thoſe who ſuffer wrong, all 
how deeply the bleſſed God hath intereſted himſelfi 
their behalf when you behold their tears of ſorros 
ſurely you cannot retule to lend them any ſmall reli 
that is in your power to afford. 

Fudge the fulherleſs. Strictly ſpeaking, the fathe 
leſs are thoſe who have been bereaved of their p 
rents, whom God hath conſtituted the guardians# 

guides of their children. In ſcripture the charat 
is not confined to ſuch, but frequently includes thy 


* Tiaiah x. 15. +. Ecclef. vii. 7. 
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W: {21d to be the helper of the fatherleſs “. 
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ho are in forlorn circumſtances, deſtitute of friends 
W aſſiſt and relieve them. In this extenſive ſenſe God 


The cha- 
acter here comprehends, not only thoſe who have 


Peen deprived of their parents, but ſuch alſo as are in 
helpleis ſtate, needful of the divine interpoſition in 
heir favour. 
Justice and cruelty of bad men, notwithſtanding the 
pfreſſion and robbery of the fatherleſs are accounted 


Orphans. often fall a prey to the in- 


y jehovah the moſt aggravated crimes, which he 


| i lath threatened to puniſh by the moſt awful judg- 


ents f. On perſons of this deſcription, he hath ſet 
any marks of his friendly attention and regard. 
e hath implanted in mankind a ſolicitous concern 
or the welfare of their own children, which is eaſily 
ransi2rred to the young ones of others, He hath en- 
orced this natural propenſity, by inculcating the care 
ſ orphans as their duty, by promiſes of mercy to the 
bedient, and declarations of his awful diſpleaſure 
gainſt the rebellious: and, in the courſe of his 
dorable providence, he makes neceſſary proviſion for 
zem, and diſpoſes many to pity and befriend them. 

the words before us, he calls upon his profeſſing 
jeople, and their rulers, to judge the fatherleſs. 
ſiewing the words as directed to thoſe in power, 
hey 1mport, that they ought to endeavour rightly 
o underſtand, and impartially to determine, the 
auſes of the orphans which were brought before 
em for deciſion. Conſidering them as directed to 
e people at large, it is neceſſary to interpret the 
ging here recommended, as ſignifying the pleading 
eir cauſe, in which ſenſe the word is ſometimes 
[ed f. The precept requires them, to appear in 
halt of the fatherleſs and helpleſs, and to main» 
in their cauſe againſt thoſe who would hurt and in- 
re them, Remember this too is your indiſpen- 
ble duty, would you reſemble him, who declares, 


* Pfal. x. 2.4% 


t Jer. v. 28. 
from 


+ Ifaiah x. 2. 


port their rights, and relieve their neceſſities. 


them to the care of his ancient people, and repeatedh| 


God, and to diſcover a becoming ſolicitude for i 


times the molt neglected. The careleſs omilito © 
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from his holy habitation, that he is the Father of the 
fatherleſs; would you obey and pleaſe him, fron 
whom you have received all your comforts, who hat 
often piticd and helped you, when no other hand 
could have adminiſtered relief. Let not any oppor. 
tuntity flip, of ſhewing kindneſs to the orphan and 
the deſtitute; but do what hes in your power to ſup. 


Plead for the widow. The word tranſlated «dx 
is very emphatical, being derived from one that ſign; 
fies to bind, or be filent. Widows are expoſed t 
many troubles, and frequently detained in the bond 
of affliction and ſorrow, from which they cannot ex, 
tricate themſelves. They are often filent, through 
grief of heart, incapable of ſpeaking in their own be. 
half, and defending their own cauſe. In this helplc 
condition, they are apt to become a prey to the unju 
and oppreſſive among men, who endeavour to diltrel 
them in various ways. For their ,encouragement, the 
Lord of the whole earth hath declared, That he 1 el 
their Huſband, who eſpouſes their cauſe, and who wil 
certainly be avenged on thoſe who afflict them. It 
deed there 1s no claſs of the human ſpecies to whom 
he ſhews more attention and compaſſion, than to 
thoſe who are widows indeed, truſting in him. I 
proof of this, we obſerve he frequently recommend 


requires them to afford them every neceſſary reltt: 
and, in the words under conſideration, he diredi 
them to plead for the widow ; or, as the word de 
notes, to manage the cauſe of the widow.——-laterel 
yourſelves deeply -in their behalf, give them you 
friendly aſſiſtance in conducting their affairs, anc, ? 
occaſion requires, neglect not to take part ag 
thoſe who would vex and oppreſs them. This 
highly neceſſary, to demonſtrate your ſubjection! 


happineſs of the moſt feeble of our race, and 0 
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his duty, by the people to whom our prophet was 
nt with this meſſage, expoſed them to the moſt ſe- 
ere divine judgments. Let us then take warning, 
nd ſhew ourſelves willing and obedient to the voice 


Ab.! 
f the 


from 


hath 


hanf God, as we value his life-giving favour, and would 
* ſcape his righteous vengeance. By the faithful per- 
L al 


rmance of the important duties here recommended, 
t us demonſtrate to ourſelves and others, that we 
are put away the evil of our doings, and learned to 
Io well. | 
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18 Come now, and let us reaſon together, 
aith the Lord: though your ſins be as ſcarlet, 
hey ſhall be as white as inow ; though they be 
ed like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool, 


In theſe words the eternal God vouchſafes to in- 
ite his people to fix their attention on the aggrava- 
Ions wherewith their ſins were attended, and the 
ſtoniſging manner in which he confers forgive- 
ls —— The addreſs ſtands in the form of an attec- 
lonate entreaty, proceeding from the utmoſt tender- 
gels, and concern for the happineſs of thoſe to whom 
tis directed. Come now, however heinous and mul- 
plied your tranſgreſſions, and liſten with attention 
nd candour to the following intereſting truths de- 
Med for your encouragement. The reaſoning to 
ſhich you are invited, denotes ſuch an argument or 
cate as ariſes between two parties, one of whom 
mngs a heavy charge againſt the other, who defends 
unlelt, and anſwers all the objections propoſed. 
yr torfaking the Lord, and provoking the Holy One 
I Ifracl, the men of Judah practically affirmed, his 
rice was neither honourable nor profitable : by 
wmulation and hypocriſy, they dealt deceitfully 
ith God, and contracted the moſt complicated guilt, 
rom which they might have no hopes of being de- 
hn Such is the unbialled equity, and infinite 
emency of the ſupreme Lord of all, that he conde- 
= {cends 


i/ 
44 
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| gratitude and rebellion, they anxiouſly inquire, whi 
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fcends to vindicate the rectitude of his diſpenſatiq; 
and declines not fully to anſwer ail the objectim 
brought againſt the adminiſtration of the riches g 
mercy. This we fee exemplified in many paſſages d 
ſcripture, beſide the ſtriking inſtance now before . 
In the fixth chapter of Micah, from the 2d vat 
God, having ſummoned the mountains, and {iro 
foundations of ihe earth to attend, pathetically e 
poltiilates with his pcople as to their fins ; he remind 
them of his mercies, and ſets forth his contro»: 
with them; to which he demands their anfud. 
Having reached conviction to their hearts of their jn 


courſe they ſhould rake to eſcape his wrath, and 6 
tain acceptance with him? In the reaſoning contained 
in tlus verſe, from which I am now ſpcaking, the 
Lord propoſes the moſt powerful arguments to in. 
duce his people to comply with the preceding direc. 
tions, to waſh, and make clean, and put away the eil 
of their doings, whillt he gives the moit convincing 
demonſtration of the riches of his grace. An earth. 
prince would hardly deign to reaſon with his rebel 
lious ſubjects concerning tae wickednels of their revolt 
and the way in which they may hope to be pardon- 
ed; yer the Lord of hoits calls thoſe whoſe hand 
were full of blood, and whoſe ſervices were an abo. 
mination, to hearken to his reviving declarations.— 
Whilit we contemplate with wonder the infinite con 
paſſion of Jehovah, in thus familiarly addrefling us 
let us diligently attend to the inſtructive reaſoning 
ſubjoincd in the follow ng words: 

Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as whit 
as no, though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be 
wool. Both thele expreſlions ſeem to be of the ſam: 
import, the one ſerving to illuſtrate and confirm tix 
other, and therefore I ſhall conſider them together 
Sin is the tranſgreflion of the law; ; Or, as It 1 well 
defined in our Shorter Catechiſm, it conſiſts i in al 

vant of conformity unto, or tranſgreſſion againſt ti 


4 i 


Nav of God. Some fins are leſs heinous, and others 


her are compared to ſcarlet and crimſon, the ſtrongeſt 


YES ( all colours. In the expreſſions now under conſi- 
;- 1. cration, there is an obvious reference to the con- 
vor (ui part of the 15th verſe, where thoſe here 
(ro Wo! to are ſaid to have had hands full of blood, 
+ co r"'ch is of a icartet and crimſon colour. They had 
mind ace the Lord their God by the moſt bloody 
Oe rrimes and daring tranforei mons, whereby they were 
ua cepiy involved in that complicated g 1 8 which fully 
eir nM: tie ümilitude here uſed. Their Ana 13 were at- 
b wil very circumſtance that could increaſe 
d r 2ravations : they were committed againſt 
tained _—_— inrucuon which they had received, againſt 
J, the ld mercies wherewith they had been favoured, 
to in gun repcated warnings that had been given them, 
dire er the molt folemn engagements to the ſervice of 
ae cad, many profeſſions of repentance, and moſt awful 
incinghudgments threatened, and in part executed upon 
arthi hen. With great propriety are the ſins referred to 
rebel.W:kened to ſcarlet and crimſon, which, ſo far as I 
revo now, are colours impoſſible for human art to diſ- 
ardo Charge. Notwichſtanding, God, with whom all 
hand tings are poſithle, declares, they ſhall be white as 
u abo nor and w 00], the purity of which are ſo well known 
. to require no illuſtration. Both compariſons re- 
com-. Mreſent the remarkable cieanneſs, and high degree of 
ng U urity, which God promiſes to communicate to thoſe 
(onto have been guilty of the greateſt tranſgreſſions. 
dis was yenhed:? in David, when God, in anſwer to 
e prayer, © purged him with hyſſop, ſo that he was 
de clean, and waſked him, fo that he was whiter than 
T el lnow * ;* and in- thoſe who came out of great tri- 
m tle bulation, that have their robes waſhed, and made 
g 2 | Witte in the blood of the Lamb g.“ In theſe e expreſ- 
is ners ue obſerve a figure of ſpeech which frequently 
in al 
alt the * Pfal. li. 5. 1 Rev, vii. 14. 
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More aggravated and atrocious, on which account 


* 
K 2 — 
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immediately his leproßy Was cleanſed ;? . e. he Was 
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occurs in ſcripture, wherein that is aſcribed to thing 
which properly belongs to the perſons poſſeſſed of thek 
8 You may tice an example of this in Matth. 
i. 3. where we read, * Jeſus put forth his hand, and 

; tonched the leper, fayi ing, I will, be thou clean, and 


— | 


cleanſed from the leproſy wherew ** he had been 
alllicted. In this tenſe we muſt underſtand the word 
before us, where fins like ſcarlet and crimſon are ſaid 
to be made white as now. It being impoſſible, in the 
nature of things, that fin can change its nature, what 
is here ſaid muſt be Gcicripave of that happy alters. 
tion made in the condition of ſinners, when they are 
waſhed from their ſins in the blood of Chͤriſt, and 
their hearts and hands are purified through his word 
and Spirit. However deeply they were tinged with 
the pollution of iniquity, and {tained with guilt, they 
arc cleanſed from their inen, and ſaved from their 
unrighteoufnefs. 
It is Vain to object to this g of infant 
wiſdom, that you have ſinned with a high hand, and 
much ſtubbornnefs ; that your ſins have been fre 
quenily repeated, and long perfiſt2d in. Thele very 
circumitances contribute to give them the ſcarlet co- 
lour and crimſon die here mentioned; and though 
they have been multiplied without number, and ag: 
gravated beyond deſcription, you cannot conclude 
they exceed the reach of that mercy which multiples 
10 pardon, and extends from everlaſting to everlalt- 
ing. Nor docs it affect the argument We have been 
conſidering, that the truth it contains may be grokly 
perverted to the worlt of purpoſes. What is there 
good and valuable that hath not been abuſed ? The 
beſt bleſſings, life and health, medicine, liberty, par. 
don, have been groſsly pe reened ; but no wile man, 
on that account, will udervalue or neglect them; 
no more muſt we omit, for that reaſon, to > unfold the 
riches of divine mercy. This is a ſtrong drink, v ich 


inuſt be plentifully adminiſtered for the conſolaiot 
01 
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17 lf 

ings of them that are ready to periſh, though preſumption 
thee nd impenitence may prompt men to abuſe it to bad 
atth. Wurpoſes. Diligence in buſineſs is converted by the 
and Novetous into an encouragement to eat the bread of 


arefulneſs ; muſt we ceate therefore to exhort men, 
by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that with quietneſs they 
york, and eat their own bread. Take no thought for 
to-morrow ſounds like muſic in the ears of the ſlug- 
gard, folding his hands to ſleep ; but muſt we, for 


„ And 

Was 
been 
rords 
>» {ard 


n the Wh is reaſon, refrain from periuading you to be care- 
what ful for nothing, but, in every thing, by prayer and ſup- 
ters flication, to let your requeſts be made known unto 


od. Though the riches of the grace of God hath 


V are 
deen wickedly perverted into an encouragement to 


And 


word hn, by thoſe whoſe hearts are fully ſet in them to 
with No evil, their exhibition hath never failed to prove a 
they Wowertu! antidote againſt fin, to ſuch as have taſted 


hat the Lord is gracious ; and, therefore, I decline 
ot to treat of this reviving Zubject. Admire then 


their 


finite {ſhe riches of forgiving mercy, and beware left you 
, and urn it into wantonneſs: it is diſpenſed that you may 
fre. ſciemble the ſnow and the wool in purity ; and this 


ill be its certain effect, if you have experienced its 


very 
t co- {appy influence. 
ough 


19 It ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall 


d ag: 
__ at the good of the land. 
iphes | | 
laſt This verſe defcribes the happy conſequences of a 
been Nompt obedience to the directions contained in the 
roſsly Weceding verſes. - The poſterity of Hrael, like other 
there Wople, were ſtiff-necked and rebellious, uncircum- 
The ed in heart and ears, and would not hearken to 
, par- e voice of God, nor obey his commands. They 
man, Mere wile to do evil, but how to do that which is 
nem; ed they knew not. In order to their being will- 
d tne e and obedient, God mult have wrought in them 
vbick N to will and to do of his good pleature, and made 
den em his willing people in a day of his power, over- 
05 coming 
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cy of God for pardon of fin, to renounce their per. 


coming that perverſe obſtinacy for which they wer 
remarkable, and diſpoſing them cheerfully to comply 
with the ſalutary advices which were given them. I, 
in conſequence of this happy change of diſpoſition, 
they were willing to waſh and be clean, to put ava 
the evil of their doings, to ceaſe to do evil, and learn 
to do well; if they were willing to abandon thei 
wicked ways, to have recourſe to the ſovereign mer. 


verſe obſtinacy, and to be governed as his loyal tub. 
jets by his righteous laws; then it ſhould be vel 
with them, and their children, and all the promiſe 
made to obedience ſhould be their portion.——Thele 
Chriſtians, are eſſential ingredients in the character 
of all the people of God; and you will do well fe 
riouſly to conſider, if they are deſcriptive of your tem. 
per and practice. Are you heartily willing to accep 
of the generous offers made you, in the word of God, 
of the moſt valuable bleſſings, from a deep convidtia 
of their tranſcendent excellence, and ſuitableneſs t 
your condition? Are you obedient to your rightku 
Lord, viewing his fervice as your inditpenfable duty 
your trueſt wiſdom, and higheſt intereſt ; and do you 
{tudy, in dependence on divine aid, to yield him the 
cheertul, unlimited obedience he graciouſly demand, 
and which is molt juitly his due? That you anſue 
theſe fimple, intereſting inquiries in the afirmativg 
is indiſpenſably neceſſary to your enjoying the ble. 
lings contained in the following words: 

Te ſhall cat the good of the land. The land primari 
intended in theſe words was the land of Canaan, ti 
glory of all lands, which flowed with milk ai 
honey, and abounded with corn and cattle, wine al 
oil, and the precious things of the earth, put forth 
the ſun and moon. This land the Almighty God ps 
miſed for a poſſeſſion to the progenitors of this peopt 
as an inſtance of his peculiar regard, and a type d. 
heavenly and better country, which he would belt 
on the ſpiritual poſterity of the father of the faitluul 

7 
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The good of that land comprehended all the good 


were 

ph things which the children of Hrael therein enjoyed, 
. I, abundance of all the comforts of this life, multitudes 
tion, Mor fo0cks, large increaſe in things neceflary to tempo- 
aral proſperity, deliverance from diſeaſes, and the other 
learn evils incident to the nations around them, and the 


peaceable poſſeſſion of the ſacred inſtitutions of di- 
ine worſhip wherewith they were 1avoured. 
To eat this good, is to enjoy it, to feaſt upon it, fo as 


thei! 
mer. 


per. 

] fi o be thereby agreeably {upported and ſatisfied. It is 
wel ot to poſleis the riches of the land as tome do, who 
mia ennot enjoy them, and find little ſatisfaction from 
Thel, hem; or as others, who have but ſmall and few poſſeſ- 
racer ions, and therefore cannot be ſaid to have the riches 


ell f the land. The expreſſion imports, that they ſhould 
r tem are large and valuable poſſeſſions, which they ſhould 
accen{Wiberally uſe; that, under the care of divine providence, 
* God pportunity ſhould be afforded them of living on 


e fruits of the land, from which they ſhould reap the 
noſt pleaſing ſatisiaction. Theſe good things were in- 
ended to repreſent heavenly and better things, to 
rich they were directed to look forward as their 
ertain portion, did the character of willing and obe- 
ent belong to them in the proper ſenſe of the words. 
hen ſhould they be exalted to inherit the land of up- 
ichtneſs, and be ſatisfied abundantly with the fatneſs 
| God's houſe, and the rivers of his pleaſures, which 
re before his face, and at his right hand for ever- 
ore. Men and brethren, what a powerful motive 
pes this conſideration ſuggeſt, to enforce your com- 
pance with the counſel of God, and your obedience 
us righteous authority! If you cordially comply 


viction 
nels t0 
icht 
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do voi 
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ine ui the advices of the wonderful Counſellor, you 
forth l cat the good of the land, you ſhall receive every 
30d po poral comfort which infinite wiſdom ſees proper 
5 peop vou; with theſe you ſhall have his bleſſing, that 
pe 0 cch rich, and addeth no ſorrow with it, whilſt 


d bello 
Tait 


Jil 


ey ſhall prove earneſts and pledges of eternal blef- 
5% You ſhall enjoy the benefit of divine inſtitu- 
| tions 
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tcouſncis and grace. Death itlelt ſhall operate tq 


pm. a9 — 
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wholeſome admonitions contained in the 16th and 


they would not tubject themielves to the authority 
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tions and diſpenſations, both proſperous and affli. 
tive; and with theſe you {hail be favoured with 1. 
newed communications of pardon : and lite, of rig 


your advantage, by introducing you into that laid i 
which you ſhall dwell for ever, and enjoy thoſe thing 
which eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, neithz 
heart conceived. May you be fo happy as feel the 
force of this argument, which is admirably calcuiate 
to excite you to obedience to God. 


20 But if ye refute and rebel, ye ſhall be de. 
voured with the {word : for the mouth of th 


LORD hath ſpoken 1. 


The extreme danger of rejecting the counſel « 
God 1s here repreſented. To refuſe, in the fenk 
here meant, 1s to reject with contempt what we wi 
not grant to accept of, or ſubmit to. The things fu 
poſed, in this verie, to be thus refuſed, are, th 


following verſes, which ought to have bcen gratetul 
ly received, and faithfully obeyed by God's ancien 
people, being moſt ſuitable to their circumſtance 
and conducive to their moſt important intereſts. 1 
reject theſe muſt have been highly offenſive to tis 
God, who condeſcended, after their manifold pror 
cations, to point out the way of ſafety ; and moſt 1 
jurious to themſelves, who, by this conduct, becam 
expoied to more awful judgments. By acting | 
this manner, they rebelled againſt God, and declare 


their rightiul Sovereign, and beſt Friend. Their! 
fuſal is here juſtly interpreted as rebellion, which c 
ſiſts in ſubjects with-holding obedience to the f 
enacted for their benefit, and taking up arms to oi 
turn the kingdom or ſtate. Thus the profeſſing pet 

of the Moſt High, rejecting his laws, and walli 
after the imagination of their own hearts, were gull 


VER. 20. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 91 
rebellion againſt their higheſt Lord. What obſti- 


ate wickedneſs is contained in this character! Is it not 


1AP, l 


aſtie. 
ith re, 


rich tt and reaſonable that they ſhould have yielded ſubjec- 
te on and obedience to him who created them; who 
aud ontinually preſerved them; who redeemed them from 


thing e mot deplorable bondage, and required them to do 
eithahothing but what is holy, juſt, and good, and tend- 
eel eg to advance their trueſt intereſts; who promiſes 
-uiatel hc molt valuable bleſſings to the willing and obedient, 
nd threatens the moſt dreadful judgments againſt the 
ebellious. If it betrays the molt ſullen contempt 
be de a child, to refuſe to obey the lawful commands of 
of tis father; if it diſcovers the molt perverſe diſpoſition 
n a people, to reject the mild and equitable authority 
f their prince; what language can expreſs the gwlt 
inſel ofWontracted by refuſing to obey the wholeſome admo- 
e ſen Witions of the Lord our God:! Beware then of re- 
we wins to hearken to him who now ſpeaks to you from 
gs luWcaven ; For if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him 
re, that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we eſca ape, 
3th uu it we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from 
rratetul heaven *, 
anciei 7e /ha!l be devoured with the feord. The ſword, 
{tanceyWQou all know, is a ſharp weapon uſed in war, Where 
ts. e blood of multitudes hath been ſhed to the ground; 
to tian therefore when war is threatened in ſcripture, it 
1 provi tometimes N the ſword. At other times it de- 
moſt i Rotes, all thoſe calamities uherewith the nations are 
becanMiiied on account of their fins, whereby mankind are 
cting licked and deſtroyed. In this extenſive ſenſe the 
declat ord feems to be uſed by Job, where he thus fpcaks : 


hority Be ve airaid of the Word, for wrath bringet] the 
Their! puniſhment of the ſword ;“ i. e. all manner of 


nich co Agments. In the words before us it may be under- 


the Mocd in either ſenſe, as denoting the defolations of 
to 0108887, or all thoſe calamities whereby God puniſhes 
18 pe zen in this world for their fins. The Hebrew word, 
walk 
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it is foretold concerning thoſe who refuſe and rebe| 
Tame import with the phrale often uſed among us, Th 


_ Progreſs toward the deſtruction of mankind. "To the 


tious, and diſobedient to the truth, left you bring 01 


world, tribulation and wrath, indignation and anguil 
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which ſignifies a ford, is derived from one ſigniß 
ing 70 dry up, to lay waſie, or deſeroy ; and wi 
great propriety, as that weapon is employed i IN con. 
juming and ſpreading deſolation among mankind; 
hence it is ſaid to eat fleſh, to be filled with blood, u 

reach to the ſoul, and to devour from one end of 1 
lend to another, fo that no fleſh hath peace *. Her 


Ye ſhall be devoured by the ſword. In fcripture w 
read of the hand, the face, and the mouth of th 
ſword. The firſt of theſe expreflions may be of the 


iword in hand, drawn out of the ſcabbard, and reah 
to ſtrike, denoting prelent imminent danger. The 
ſecond ſeems to 1: gnity its viiible approach, and rapil 


iait there ſeems to be a manitelt reference in the 
words before us; which plainly intimates, that the 
Word, in a figurative ſenſe, hath a mouth, wherely 
it devours the human race, and conſumes the fruit 
of the carth by which men are ſupported.——This i 
the awful judgment here threatened as the juſt puniſh 
ment of diſobedience to God, and aftords a {tiriking 
contraſt to what was faid in the preceding verb 
5 wv it was declared, It ye be willing and obedicnt 

Mall cat the good of the land; here it is foretold, 
Aba if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall be food for tit 
ſword. This procedure clearly ſhews, that the ways 
God toward the rightcous and wicked are pericci 
juſt and right, and that he recompenſes men accore 
ing to their works. Beware then of being contel. 


others, as well as yourletves, ſwift deſtruction in th 


in that which 1s to come. 
For the mouth of the Lerd hath ſpoken it. The mel 
of Judan might be apt to conſider what Iſaiah had de- 
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'vered as the word of a feeble man like themſelves, 
ho could do but little, whatever he promiſed or 
Fhreatened ; and they might raſhly conclude, that 
ittle regard was to be paid either to him or his 
prophecy. Far from believing the word of the Lord 

which he ſpake, they uſed this haughty language, 
Let him make ſpeed, and haſten his work, that we 
may lee it *.* They vainly imagined, that either 


e OS; words would not come to pals, or that the fulfil- 
of th nent of them would be delayed for a conſiderable 
ot th pace of time. But in this they fooliſhly deceived 
15, 1 emſelves ; and found, in their fad experience, that 


raden they looked for peace no good came; for a 


ne of health, behold trouble. To prevent them 
hy en indulging deluſive hopes of fatety, aſſurance is 
ba. a ere given, that the above are the declarations of 
0 Wcrnal truth, the faithful ſayings of God, who is 


nat the 
hereby 
> fruit 


This 


ruth, and for whom it is impotlible to lie. He who 
ave exiſtence to creation, who is all-fufficient, and 
nchangeably faithful, will moſt certainly accomplith 
Il his promiſes and threatenings. * The word that 


1 uy goeth out of his mouth thall not return to him 

. void; but it ſhall execute that which he pleaſes, 

i and ſhall proſper in the thing whereunto he hath 

3 ſent it + Heaven and earth may paſs away, but one 
uy 


title of what he hath ſpoken ſhall not fail of receiv- 
ing its full completion.” The declaration before us 
evidently intended to give firmneſs and certainty to 
the foregoing predictions, that they may produce 
leir proper effect upon all to whom they belong. 
ow juit and awful the threatenings here denounced ! 
ow gracious and comfortable, beyond expreſſion, 
e afturances given! Let us then learn wiſdom from 
dan's folly; and, being aſſured that the mouth of 
ne na Lord hath ſpoken what is contained in this pro- 
ba let us reverence, believe, and obey him, 
ball we be eſtabliſned. 
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they ſhewed much fidelity toward God, and the con 
cerns of his glory: they were more than ordinari 
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21 © How is the faithful city become 2 
harlot! it was full of judgment, righteouſneß 
lodged in it; but now murderers. 


In the form of complaint, the prophet here ex. 
claims concerning the lamentable change which ha 
happened in the condition of thoſe to whom he wx 
ſent, and bewails their corrupt, degenerate ſtate, — 
By the faithful city, Jeruſalem was doubtleſs primarih 
intended, the city which God had choſen, defcriba 
as the; joy of the whole earth, the perfection of bea 

ty, the city of the Lord of hoſts, the holy city, u 
which he put his name, and which he honoured "wi 
the ſymbols of his divine preſence. Here it is cal. 
ed the faithful city, a character it once juſtly deſerved, 
whilſt its inhabitants faithfully adhered to Jehovah a 
their God, acknowledging no other God beſide hin, 
performing with fidelity the ſacred homage and obe 
dience he required, and diligently fulfilling the ſolemn 
engagements they lay under to his ſervice. This wa 
the honourable character of Jeruſalem in the day 
of David and Solomon, and ſome other good king 
under whoſe government the men of Judah diſcovere 
a firm attachment to the worſhip of the true God 
and the obedience of his precepts. In ſuch ſeaſon 


faithful in promoting the intereſts of the nation, an 
in performing their engagements to one another; al 
thus they arrived at the character of the faithful cit 
Then, in the words of the prophet Hoſea, © Judz 
ruled with God, and was faithful with the mol 
holy It was full of judgment. Moſt equitabl 
and juſt dec iſions were given by thoſe who were vells 
with power and authority, when ſeated upor ti 
thrones of judgment, and every ſpecies of fraud Ul 
injuſtice was detected and punithed. The of 


* Hoſea x1. 12. 
juſt 
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atice and equity was followed by all ranks of people, 
ho, in general, diſcovered a becoming regard to 
hatſoever things are juſt and honeſt. Of this judg- 
ent it is ſaid, the faithful city was full: it was eaſily 
nd plentifully diſtributed among all ranks by thoſe 
n power, and univerſally reſpected in the conduct of 
en in every condition of life, from the higheſt to 
he loweſt. Righteouſneſs lodged in it. By righ- 
eouſneſs, as diſtinguiſhed from judgment, mentioned 
n the preceding words, may be meant integrity and 
prightneſs of diſpoſition and conduct. In this ſenſe 
ob leems to underſtand it, where he ſays, Till I die, 
[ will not remove mine integrity from me. My 
righteouſneſs I hold faſt, and will not let it go: my 
heart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as I live “.“ Ac- 
ording to this interpretation the expreſſion will de- 
jote, that the men of Jeruſalem were ſincere and ho- 
ſt in their tranſactions with one another, in which 
ey diicovered a love for that which is right, and a 
coming deteſtation againit every ſpecies of injuſtice. 
his righteouſneſs is ſaid to have lodged there. The 
yord ſignifies 10 reſide, or take up a night's lodging. 
his delirable gueſt, whoſe preſence exalteth a na- 
jon, dwelt in the faithful city as in its proper habita- 
jon, where it was highly reſpected, and kindly enter- 
ained.— This fidelity, judgment, and righteouſneſs, 
led Jeruſalem to a ſtate of the moſt eminent proſpe- 
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on, anWty and glory, which was happily enjoyed by its in- 
er; anWeditants during their continuance in theſe laudable 
ful citMprectices. This confideration ought to render us 
« JudagWnulous, in our humble ſphere, to imitate, in things 
he moiuly praiſe-worthy, that city, which was once the ad- 
-quitabiWuration of the world, and a figure of the Jeruſalem 
re vel ich cometh down from above, and is the mother of 


dall. But, alas! 
The faithful city is become an harlot, &c. How af. 
ing the contraſt ! How great the degeneracy, here 


aud a0 
actice 0 


* Job xxvii. 5, 6. 
juſt 


ſtated 


96 LECTURES on HE Cab. 


ſtated in the form of a queſtion, to render it the mon 
ſtriking, and to excite the greater regret on accoy 
of the change deſcribed ! Inſtead of fidelity to Gat 
and the exerciſes of juſtice and righteouſneſs towar 
man, the inhabitants of Judea, particularly of ſerus 
lem, had wickedly alienated themſelves from the Mok 
High, and attached themſelves to other gods, an 
their ſervice. They had forſaken the Living Gol 
renounced ſubjection to his authority, broken his c 
venant, and joined themſelves to the idols of the m 
tions, whom they ſhametully preferred to the God d 
Iſrael. Thus did they endeavour to reproach him aut 
his ordinances, and teſtified their infidelity in the % 
vice of that God who had conferred upon them th 
molt important privileges. But new murdereri 
This is added, as farther deſcriptive of that ditmz 
change of manners which had taken place at Jerul 
lem. Of all characters the one here mentioned is th 
moiſt wicked and odious. The corrupt principles 
malice and envy, hatred and covetouſneſs, from whid 
murder proceeds, actuated the inhabitants of that city 
and prompted them to commit the moſt enormou 
crimes. At ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs had they a 
rived, that they offered violence to their brethre 
poured contempt on the divine authority, deprive 
thoſe whom they ought to have loved as themſelie 
of their moſt valuable treaſure ; they defiled the land 
and ranked themſelves among the enemies of focicty 
whilſt they forfeited their own lives, and ruined the 
own ſouls. There were no doubt among them ſom 
hidden ones, who kept themſelves from the idolatrou 
and murderous practices which prevailed, and mou 
ed, in ſecret places, for the abominations done in ti 
midſt of them: but theſe were comparatively fer 
and could not ſtem the torrent of impiety and vi 
kedneſs, which threatened with deſtruction the who 
nation. We are hereby inſtructed in this inte 
ing truth, that the moſt glorious and renowned can 
of God on earth may become ſo corrupt in princp® 


4 
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nd practice as to be the reverſe of what they once 

ſere. May this alarming conſideration produce 

o C proper effect upon us, by engaging us to beware 

tonal he firſt appearances of apoſtacy from God, to re- 

 Terub ember whence we have fallen, to repent, and do our 

he Mol xt as leſt our candleitick be removed out of 
place. 


Hab. 


1e mor 
account 


1s, and 
g God 3 1 | 
Ji. oil Thy filver is become droſs, thy wine 
the Mixed with water. | 
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In theſe words the remarkable change in the Jew- 
nation, and particularly in the city of Jeruſalem, 
om its former purity and integrity, to its preſent 
generate ſtate, is expreſſed by ſimple, but inſtruc- 
c e metaphors. They plainly intimate, in their lite- 
t Jerak ſenſe, that, by wicked, fraudulent practices which 
oY d become prevalent, their money was greatly adul- 

ated, and their wine corrupted : their moſt valuable 


A cles of commerce were much ſpoiled. But it ap- 
hat cu from the verie immediately following, where 
nem ſubject here introduced is continued, and the cor- 
they u ption of their princes is particularly mentioned, 
rethid it the words are to be conſidered chiefly in their 


deprine urative ſenſe. In this view, by the ſilver and the 
nfl we may underſtand, the princes, the judges, 
che land prieſts, and the inſtructors of the people, with 

> Nohteous judgments they executed, and the pure 


f ſocietſ .. . . 
ned 11 irines which they taught. Theſe are the riches, 
em ſol ernaments, and the moſt valuable parts of the 
lolatemunity, who beautity and adorn it by the purity 


integrity of their lives, and enrich it by the jul- 


d mou : . 2 
ef their deciſions, and the excellency of their 


ne in H f . l 
__ s. Like the belt wine, they enliven the ſpi- 
5, 4 ui and rejoice the hearts of thoſe who feel their be- 
he whol inſluence. Now, ſuch was the corrupt ſtate 
y 


ne men of Judah and Jeruſalem, that their ſilver 
became aroſs, and their wine mixed with water. 


is that heterogeneous matter which is mixed 
with 
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with metals, and is ſeparated from them by meang( 
the fire, in which they are purified, to increaſe thg 


profeſſed to be the people of God, every one was 


* folly *.“ Droſs, in ſome meaſure, obſcures the luſt 


throw them into the furnace of affliction, they we 
not thereby made better. Hence ſaith the Lord, 


therefore it is unneceſſary to illuſtrate it at large. 


lity. Beſides, the worſhip of the true God vas d 
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value and uſefulneſs. It has a very deceitful apes 
ance, and ſeems exceedingly like the metal with whiz 
it is incorporated. In this reſpect it afforded a ſri 
ing image of the Jewiſh nation, who, though the 


* hypocrite, and an evil-doer, and every mouth pak 


of the metal with which it is mixed, and io hind 
its beauty from being ſeen. In like manner, the wi 
ked and hypocritical of the houſe of Judah, blendi 
themſelves with the righteous and faithful of the n 
tion, ſullicd their beauty, and prevented their wor 
from being properly ſeen or acknowledged. As dro 
is uleleis, and fit for nothing but to be caſt away, a 
does not improve by being thrown into the fire, 
the children of . Judah were become unprofitable 
God and themſelves; and though he had repeated 


the prophet Jeremiah, In vain have I ſmitten the 
children, they received no correction +.'——Thk 
were mixed with water. This figurative exprefi 
ſeems to be of the ſame import with the former, : 


plainly intimates, that thoſe among them who wi 
moſt excellent and valuable, communicating vgo 
and ſtability to the nation, were now greatly corrip 
ed, and mixed with thoſe of very different qualiti 
who were remarkable for their feebleneſs and init 


rupted by idolatry, the holy law of Jehovah was f 
verted by falſe expoſitions and human traditions, ti 
exerciſe of juſtice was exchanged for bribery ande 
preſſion, whilit ſobriety and purity of manners Vi 
debaſed by lewd and unclean practices. In few v0 


* Iſaiah ix. 17. +; Jer. ii. 30. | 
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Means 0 


erulalem had loſt her former excellence, and dege- 
aſe the erated from the happy ſtate to which ſhe had been 
Happen kanced; her inhabitants acted the part of a de- 
th whidW:uched, perfidious woman; and, far from being 
1 a {iniWMhamed of their ſinful practices, they had arrived at 
igh thei: higheſt pitch of wickedneſs, juſtifying the crimes 
ne was Whey committed, Accordingly, we obſerve the pro- 
ith paWhcts of the Moſt High frequently admonithing them, 
the lull at they were covetous, treacherous, liars, ſlander- 
> binders, and deceivers; and, on theſe accounts, denoun- 
the wang the moſt awful judgments againſt them. Not- 
blend ithſtanding, they would not hearken, or believe 
f the Mem: they Hattered themſelves that they were pure 
er word excellent, as filver and wine; whereas, upon 


As dial, they were found to be droſs, and mixed with 
Way, Mater. This warns us of the danger of detection 
e tire, Won God, by which we loſe every thing truly ex- 
iitable ellent and valuable, and become worthleſs and un- 


epeatedW@rofitable to ourſelves and others. It cautions us 
they vaio againſt truſting to external privileges, and from 
Lord, Whcnce forming an eſtimate of our character, which, 
iten wh fact, may be very different from what we preſump- 


Th 
— Il , 


uoufly imagine. It reminds us, that the omniſcient 


exprelinWod perfectly obſerves every mixture in our charac- 
mer, Aer, and every adulteration in his worſhip and ſervice; 
large. lich ought to engage us to ſtudy integrity and 
who vaWnplicity of character and conduct. | 
ag vigo 

y ori 23 Thy princes are rebellious, and compa- 
qu ions of thieves : every one loveth gifts, and 
12 oscch after rewards: they judge not the fa- 
wal erlels, neither doth the cauſe of the widow 


tions, eme unto them. 


221 in purſuing the ſubject treated 1n the two prece- 
en uns verles, the corruption, covetouſneſs, and injuſtice 
| great men are here deſcribed in ſtrong terms. 

In prince intended, were Goubtleis tne nobles and 
Jerulik 6:53 ok the land, the chief prieſts of the people, 


together 


Cray, i 
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togerher with the principal men of the tribes and fa. 
milies. Theſe, it is affirmed, were rebellious; the 
had revolted from ſubjection to God; they had acted 
in hoſtility againſt their rightful Sovereign, and ſhame. 
tully apoſtatized from the worſhip of the true God, 
ferving 1dols, and following their own wicked inven. 
tions; and, therefore, they juſtly deſerved this cha. 
racter. Deplorable indeed was the condition of that 
people, whoſe great men, inſtead of ſetting example 
of firm attachment to the ſervice of God, and a zes. 
tons concern for his glory, ſtood at the head of tha 
groundleſs rebellion with which they are charged.— 
And companions of thieves. They were not only bad 
themſelves, but they frequented the worſt of compx 
ny. Fraudulent practices were not only committet 
and countenanced by the princes of Judah, but 6 
abandoned were they to all ſenſe of propriety of con. 
duct, and a becoming regard for equity, and the ho. 
nour of their exalted ſtation, that they aſſociated with 
erſons of the worſt character, and who were addict. 
ed to the moſt criminal purſuits. Thieves, the pets 
of ſociety, the contemners of the law of Jehovah, and 
the deſtroyers 'of their own fouls, whoſe company 
ought carefully to be ſhunned by every good man, 
eſpecially by thole of high rank ; theſe were the com- 
panions of the princes of Judah. In conſequence of 
this profligacy of manners in the leaders of that 
people, diſhoneſty and fraud became ſo prevalent 
among them, that, in the words of the prophet Jere- 
mah, 8 Fron the leaſt even to the greateſt of them, 
every one is given to covetouſneſs “. lt is adi 
ed, Lvery one hreeth gifts, and followelh after reward 
The gifts referred to, were not preſents generouſly dd 
fered by one perſon to another, purely as proots d 
real reiped and heart-kindnels, or as grateful a 
knowledgments of favours received. Such gifts att 
worthy of eſteem, and may lawiuly be deſired, u 
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agrecable fruits of that mutual love which is the ful- 
| ö fling of the law, and which cauſeth many thankſ- 
& -civings unto God. The rewards ſpoken of, were 
bribes given to theſe called princes, by thoſe who had 
BY cauſes depending before them, in order-to procure 
EY {avourable deciſions, or to make powerful interelt in 
their behalf. This corrupt practice was ſtrictly pro- 
hibited in the law of God delivered to this people, as 
it tended to blind the eyes, and pervert the judgment, 


wrong. Notwithſtanding, their princes had arrived 
at ſuch an enormous pitch of wickedneſs that they 
were generally fond of gifts. Nor was this all; 
they went farther; they followed after rewards, 
Igreedily looking to receive ſome recompence from 
thoſe whom they had ſerved by their influence, and the 
Jentences they had pronounced, whereby their intereit 
was advanced and ſecured. Theſe recompences of 
iniquity they keenly ſought after, and endeavoured 
by every mean to procure. 


They judge not the fatherleſs, neither doth the cauſe 


of the widow come unto them. Orphans bereaved of 
their parents, and widows deprived of their huf- 
bands who are their counſellors and guardians, 
being in a helpleſs condition, it is incumbent, in 
a ſpecial manner, on thoſe who are inveited with 


he 4 Saas MEE 


: S oltice of judges, to imitate the character of the 
i leſſed God, who is a father of the fatherleſs, and 


the judge of the widow. The will of the ſupreme 
Judge, on this ſubject, is plain and explicit; © Ye 
mall not afflict any widow, or fatherleſs child *.” 
More is evidently intended in theſe words than ex- 
relled : ye muſt not only refrain from injuring them, 
ut it is required, that ye protect them, plead their 

115 and do them good. Var from obeying this 
lain precept, often inculcated in the law of God, the 
incas ſpoken of, declined judging the cauſes of the 
athcrleſs, and did not permit the matters wherein 


* ExoOd. xxii. 22. 


bo as to hinder a clear diſcernment between right and 


widows 


cs 
— — 


5 = 232 3 * ® don Ser . 
— : r r 8 aA — 
IRS — — — 


wn as 
SIR 6 


— 1 —— 
hn. - 4 au 
2 


Aa 


1 2 


„ op oro oct Aus 


Ven 7 n 
ä * 
— : : 
VP - _ - 
_ a . TT — hn 


. 


ll GB P ³˙ m CTY Ons 1c 2 
RO Il — — — ———— — 


— 
— 


* th 


— 88 5 — 2 
P _ 


— i ” * - a — — r — — aa —— - 
CCC" LCL MS A Ge r rer 
** 


— — — 
= — 


Bog — 
n 3 
. 


— 


— a 4a — — 4 
_ — Py 


102 LECTURES ow THz Cray, l, 


L 


T 
— 


widows were concerned to come unto them. In con. 
ſequence of which, the moſt indigent part of the na. M- 
tion, whom they were exalted to ſupport and protect, BY tho 
were either excluded from juſtice altogether, or the Wl :4- 
deciſion of their cauſes was ſhamefully delayed, tor 
make room for thoſe from whom gifts and rewards lord 
might be expeQed.——Execrable practices! Miſerable WW this 
people ! Their princes, who ought to have been ex. uni, 
emplary in their conduct, for unſhaken fidelity to the gels 
God of their fathers, and dutiful ſubjection to his Ml hath 
laws, had become diſobedient and rebelhous againſt N cord 
the divine authority. They, whole buſineſs it was to cord 
have puniſhed thieves, and every ſpecies of fraud, had {Whath 
become oppreſſors of the poor, and were intimately MWmanc 
connected with the diſhoneſt and tnieviſh part of the figns, 
nation. They, who ought to have eſtabliſhed the land, MWnoun. 
by an impartial diſtribution of juſtice among the rs, r 
people over whom they preſided, loved gifts, and Nword 
jought after rewards, whereby they expoſed the na Nautho 
tion to deſtruction. The cauſes of the orphans and Mkings 
widows, which merited a candid diſcuſſion, and {peedy Ncharac 
determination, were delayed or neglected ; whill. Win {cri 
thoſe who had more money, and greater intereſt, Wprono! 
procured a favourable hearing and judgment. Such able v 
was the corrupt ſtate of Jeruſalem in the days of Ahaz, arms 
king of Judah; the account of which divine wiſdom i of th 
hath tranſmitted to us, on whom the ends of the Mirael, 
world are come, that we may learn to avoid thole Wnembe 
aggravated fins which expoſed them to the awful Mob +. 
judgments of God. May we be ſo happy as derive Wphold, 
this uſeful practical inſtruction from this ſubject ; and, Man cat; 
keeping their folly and danger fully in our view, le ect the 
us, in our different ſtations, ſteer an oppoſite court nd wh 
to that which proved their ruin. Ins, a 
| le mig 
ent pat 
he name 


24 Thereſore ſaith the Lorp, the LORD df 
hoſts, the mighty One of Ifrael, Ah, I wil 
eafe me of mine adverſaries, and avenge me 0! 
mine enemies. | 


This 
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= This verſe contains a ſublime deſcription of the 
Moſt High, who threatens to execute vengeance on 
P thoſe Who had perverted judgment. Therefore faith 
be Lord, the glorious independent Jehovah, the Crea- 
tor and Proprietor of the whole earth; the Lord of 
lords, of all thoſe who are dignified among men with 
this character; the Lord of hoſts, who is poſſeſſed of 
E univerſal dominion over heaven and earth, over an- 
Igels and men, to whom all nature is ſubject, Who 
bach ſovereign authority to diſpoſe of all perſons ac- 
cording to his pleaſure, and to order all events ac- 
Jcording to the counſel of his own will. He who 
hath all the hoſts of heaven and earth under his com- 
mand, can never want inſtruments to execute his de- 
ſigns, nor ability to inflict the threatenings he de- 
nounces; which, when prefaced in the manner before 
vs, muſt appear exceedingly awful. If where the 
word of a king is there is power, what majeſty and 
authority attends the declarations of the King of 
kings ! 
charadter 18 repeatedly aſcribed to the Moſt High God 
in ſcripture. The patriarch Jacob, in the blefling he 
„pronounced upon his fon Joſeph, hath theſe remark- 
ble words; © His bow abode in ſtrength, and the 
„arms of his hands were made ſtrong, by the hands 
WW of the mighty God of Jacob“, who was ſurnamed 
e Wiracl, David ſupplicates, that the Lord would re- 
e Wnember how he vowed unto the mighty God of Ja- 
ob f. He is indeed the mighty One, who made and 
pholdeth all things by the word of his power, who 
an eaſily e all the enemies of his people, pro- 
& them from all evil in the paths of obedience, 
nd who will take vengeance on their evil inven- 
ons, and acts of rebellion againſt him. And he is 
le mighty One of ral, being the God of that emi- 
agent patriarch, and his numerous poſterity, called by 
vic name of their father, in whoſe behalf he gloriouſly 


* Gen. xlx, 24. + Pal, caxii. 2. 
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9 
exerted his almighty power, as a prelude of the gre Js. 
things he would do in after-ages for his true Lrael. iy 
Thele characters ſeem to be here mentioned, to ſtrike WM pol 
terror into his adverſaries, and to fill them with dread 12 
of his righteous vengeance, who is almighty, not "th 
only to protect his upright ſervants, but to punih "8 
obſtinate tranſgreſſors. | [-10: 
Ab, I will eaſe me of mine adverſaries, and avenge WMP 
me of mine enemies. This awful declaration begin, Wu 
you lee, with the word Ah; which may be conſidered * 
as ſignificant of grief and compaſſion, ariſing from the op 
view of what is threatened ; and as expreſſive of ti. os 
umph, in the proſpect of rendering juſt recompence tg br. 
his enemies, and obtaining certain victory over thols -ript 
adverſaries who are here deſcribed ——Both phraſe od. 
before us ſeem to be of the ſame import, the one Hf fes 
ſerving to illuſtrate and explain the other. By the eine 
adverſaries of God, on whom he declares he wil * 
avenge himſelf, primarily intended, were the hypo- 055 
critical and rebellious among the Jews, v ho pretend. enge 
ed to be his peculiar people, and yet refuſed to obe) Ha- # 
his commands, and oppoſed lus intereſts both in thei houg 
words and actions. All the pewers of their minds, over, 
and all their principles of action were corrupted; RP 
their wills and affections ran counter to the goodſ a1 
pleaſure of Jchovah ; they chooſed the abomination, erg 
he had forbidden, and ſhewed a ſtrong diiaitection to ys the 
his government : hence they are laid to have walk Rs 
contrary to him. The proofs of this charter are 5 e the 
merous, and very clear, in the mean and er, er 
opinion they entertained of the perfections and g iat 5s 1 
of his divine nature; in their fixed averſion to his fer > cla 
vice, which they wickedly forſook, that they wie ined, | 
ſerve other gods; and their many departures iro . h 
him, whilſt they profeſſed to be a people near uuf - d 
him. It is unneceſſary to produce evidences * 1 
fact, clear as the ſun in the firmament, and ou ereby f 
by eternal truth —— What, then, are we better [1a | or 


they? No, in no wiſe; we, as well as they, are? 


1 
unde 


and de 


tan the Living God? Have not we preferred many 
other objects to him? Have not we frequently caſt his 
Elws behind our backs, and rejected the offers of his 
Jelorious grace. It is true, that, through the kind 
reſtraints of providence and grace, by means of afflic- 
tion, the fear of diſgrace or puniſhment, or a regard 
to our own intereſt, we may have been happily pre- 
ſerved from thoſe groſs enormities whereby ſome have 
demonſtrated themſelves the enemies of God; but 
this will not exempt us from coming under this de- 
cription. Nor will the ſeeming reſpect we pay to 
od, in conſequence of good education, the reſtraints 
df fear, or proſpects of advantage, or the favourable 
pinion we have of ourſelves, prove that this cha- 
after does not belong to us. 
Concerning ſuch God faith, He will eaſe and a- 
. enge himſelf. The firſt of theſe expreſſions imports, 
What the enemies of God are a burden to him. 
"Whough he upholds all things by the word of his 
ower, he is wearied by mens iniquities, and preſſed 
with their fins as a cart is preſſed with ſheaves.* Va- 
jous are the ways in which God eaſes himſelf of his 
dverſaries. Sometimes, in a day of his power, he 
ays the enmity of their hearts; he diſpoſes them to 
row down the weapons of their rebellion, recon- 
les them to himſelf by the blood of his Son, and 
nders them his dutiful ſubjects. But this is not 
hat is here intended, as is evident from the follow- 
g clauſe of the verſe, where this expreſſion is ex- 
aned, by his avenging himſelf on his enemies. He 
l do himſelf juſtice, by puniſhing them according 
their deſert, and vindicating his own rights. Thus 
Il he reſcue his name from the foul aſperſions 
hereby it hath been injured; he will reheve his pa- 
acc of the inſupportable load it hath long ſuſtain- 
, and deliver the carth from that opprethve burden 
under 
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under fin, enemies to God in our minds, and by 
BS wicked works. Have not we often eſteemed the va- 
W nitics of this world, yea, and ſinful pleaſures, more 
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under which it hath groaned. This vengeance he, in 
ſome meaſure, inflicts in this world, by deſerved judy T 
ments on thoſe who have acted in hoſtility againſ . 
him, though he often reſerves the execution of it on 
individuals until the day of final recompence, whey 
he will take vengeance on all who have not obeyed 
his goſpel. Thus he avenged himſelf on the rebel. 
lious Jews, by the ſword of the Chaldeans, by tx. 
mine, and other dreadful calamitics, on account of 
the abominations they committed: and, by this pro 
cedure, God declares he would be eaſed, or quieted. 
This expreſſion, uſed in accommodation to our weak. 
neſs, muſt be explained in conſiſtency with the per. 
fection of the divine nature. When men are highly 
diſpleaſed with thoſe who have oftended them, the 


reſt not until their injured honour hath been repair. OY 
ed, and then they are at eaſe. In allufion to thi 0 A 
practice, with which we are acquainted, the bleſſe ar 
God, of whoſe exiſtence and manner of acting ve c, ” 
are in great meaſure ignorant, ſays he is eafed. | 5 
will not ſay more on this delicate ſubject, left I ſhoull 8 
darken counſel by words without knowledge. — . is 
any of you then e the Lord to jealouſy ? Ar ous 
you ſtronger than he? Will your hearts endure, 0 A a 
your hands be ſtrong, in the day of his DE "Sage 
vengeance ? Will you be able to defend yourſelf, ll 1 
eſcape out of his hand, or to ſuſtain the awful weigt 37 t 
of his wrath? . His hand ſhall find out all his enemis 7 mn 
* his right hand ſhall find out all thoſe that hate him . 
O chat) you would ſeriouſly lay to heart this intereſt ö ity 

conſideration, that thereby you may be induced t W oh 
acquaint yourſelves with him, and to be at peace, a . 
10 good ſhall come unto you! _ 1 


iy 
25 yl And I will turn my RY upon the A 


and purely purge an thy carols, and take awi WrnNofe: 
all thy tin. 


* Pfal. xx1. 8. 


Ver. 25. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 


God here promiſes to purify his people from the 
corruption and hypocriſy which had crept in among 
I then. — Turning the hand mult denote, that God, 
W infinitely gracious, would change his method of act- 
ing toward his people, and mercifully alter his diſpen- 
ſations reſpecting them. In this ſenſe the expreſſion 
is uſed by our prophet, where he promiſes, © The Lord 
« ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond time, to recover 
the remnant of his people which ſhall be left “.“ It 
is evident, from the judgment threatened in the fore- 
going verſe, and the mercy foretold in the following 
words, that the phraſe is intended to ſignify a favour- 
able change in the divine procedure. Its import then 
will be ſhortly this: Though the Moſt High God, 
juſtly offended with the heinous provocations of a 
hypocritical people, would ſeverely puniſh them for 
their multiplied tranſgreſſions, yet, in the midſt of 
deſerved wiath, he would remember mercy, and re- 


% 07 


b verſe his awful diſpenſations. Accordingly, we ob- 
, ſerve the {train of this prophecy 1s here changed : 
hy the thick cloud, that ſeemed ready to burſt with im- 
pending judgments, now appears luminous, and 
ſhowers down promiſed mercies. What a happy 
change was this, attended with the moſt defirable 
ftects, richly deſerving to be marked with admira- 
ion and gratitude ! 


m And purely purge away thy :troſs, and take azcay all 
"Wy tz. Fhe droſs here mentioned, like that ſpoken 
Mo! in the 224 verſe, muſt be underſtood in its figu- 
ative ſenſe, denoting that corruption and ſin which 
bſcured the amiable luſtre and beauty of which the 
feople of Judah would otherwile have been poſſeſſed, 
hat gave them a deceitful appearance, rendered them 
F itle value, and made it neceflary for God to pu- 
iy them in the furnace of affliction.— Tin in itſelſ 
a uſeful metal, that may, be converted to valuable 
urpoles, though, in compariſon of ſilver, it has but 


Iſaiah xi. 11. 


0 little 
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little value or beauty. In a metaphorical ſenſe, in 
which it is here uſed, it denotes that diflimulation 
and hypocriſy which had intermixed themſelves with 
Judah to a very great degree. In the expreſſion be. 
fore us, the better fort of that people are conſidered 
as the filver, or ſome other precious metal, which wa 
to be puriked, being mixed with much droſs and 
other worthleſs ſtuff; f. e. with much remaining cor. 
ruption and hypocrify, from which it was neceſſary 
they ſhould be purged. Beiides, they were interfpericy 


27 | 5 : 4 h . » al Ws COIL 
among the idolatrous, protane, and nypocritical, whom 


; 255 . ry » rifle 
God, by the prophet Ezekiel, calls. The drofts and eb 
© the tin *; from the deſtructive influence of whoſe 

. . . . to I 
wicked practices it was highly proper they ſhould he Fr 
delivered. Though, ia general, they reckoned then- pe- 
ſelves pure and precious as ſilver, whilſt they cried, FB 
* The temple of the Lord are theſe, great part of then Nick 
were no. better than droſs and tin; for, according to phete 


the teſtimony of the prophets, © They did evil with nd 1 
© both hands greedily : they were as briers and great 
* thorns, and the reſt were as ſcorpions; and the geg 

* iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael was exceeding great... - 
In mercy therefore to the godly, and in judgment to 


f ay 
the wicked, God promiſes, that he would make 2 3 


will D 


thorough ſeparation between them in the furnace ah... 
alfliction, when the wicked ſhould be conſumed m7 .. it 
the fire of his wrath, and his peculiar people punhe..;.1.. 
and preſerved. He alfo fortels, that, by this trying "IR 
operation, they who were as ſilver, the upright wor, ; (> 
ſhippers and faithful ſervants of God, ſhould be puniſ;,,, ou 
fied from the drois of their iniquities, and the tin ol © 
hypocrily, which had ſpoiled their beauty, and dnl 26 
niſhed their value. This happy event was foretold air 2 
great length, by the prophet Ezekiel, when the wor f 25 
of the Lord came unto him: of which we read, Cha,“ 
xXit. 17. and following verſes; to which I beg you tout 
attention, becauſe what is here predicted is the! The 
tient ar 


* Izek $1. 18. 10 
jo Wed, 
amp! : 
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This prediction clearly 


amplified and explained. 


5 ſpecting his degenerate people, both in their ſocial 
and perſonal capacity; whilit it holds forth the 
ground of that encouragement, whereby their hopes 
of complete purification are ſupported. It was ful- 
filled at the Babyloniſi captivity, fo far as the ſtate 
of the church at that per:od permitted, when the 
wicked among the men of Judah were melted and 
contumed, and the faints of the Moſt High were pu- 
rified and preſerved ; and, in different ages of che 
church of God, it hath received, and {till continues 
to receive, farther completion. When the church 
of Ephetus left her firſt love; when the church of 
"MW Pcrozmos turned aſide after the doctrine of Balaam; 
hen the church of Thyatira was ſeduced by that 
wicked woman Jezebel, who called herſelf a pro- 
"Wphcteſis; when the church of Sardis abated in zeal, 
and Laodicea became lukewarm ; they were cait into 
creat tribulation, and there they were tried and puri- 
hed. And we, my brethren, in our preſent degene- 
rate ſtate, have reaſon to expect, that God, by means 
of awful judgments he alrea "dy threatens to inflict, 
will purge away the corruption and hypocriſy which 
have lamentably diffuſed their influence among us. 
Let it be our concern then, that all the afilictions and 
trials wherewith we are viſited, may be made effectual, 
through the kind providence, and powerful bleſſing 
ot God, for weakening our corruptions, and p! 
ing our graces. 


26 And 1 will reftore thy judges as at the 
ſirſt, and thy counſellors as at the beginn ag : 
aterward thou ſhalt be called, The cay ol righ- 
oulouſneſs, the faithful city, 


The reſtoration of the people of Judah to their an- 
nent ariſtocratical or democratical ſtate is here pro- 
niſed, together with its happy conſequences —— 


Bath 


points out the uniform procedure of Jehovah re- 
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Both expreſſions in the firſt part of the verſe ſeem to he 1 


nearly of the ſame import, and refer to the fame 
great event, which happened after the return of the 
Jews from their captivity at Babylon. God promiſe, M 
at that period, to reſtore them judges as at the firii, i 


It deſerves to be remarked, that kings are not here 


mentioned, though by them the poſterity of Ifrad 
had been governed tor a long period of time, pre. M 


vious to the Jews being led captive by the Chaldears, 
which plainly intimatcs, that after that memorable 
occaſion they were to be no longer ruled by regal au. 
thority. There are two kinds of judges ipoken of in 
{cripture. There were extraordinary perſons why 
ſuſtained this character, whom God, in mercy, ratie 


up to vindicate his people from the power of their 


enemies, who oppretled them, and who decided con, 
troverſies of the greateſt moment. Theſe are {poken 
of, Judges ii. 16.; where we are told, The Lord raiſed 
up judges, who delivered them out of the hands of 
* thole that ſpoiled them.“ There were allo orcinary 
magiſtrates, or governors of cities, on whom thi 
character was beſtowed; whole buſineſs was to guard 
the privileges of the people, and to attend to the im. 
partial diſtribution of juſtice. For the execution 
theſe, and ſimilar important purpoſes, God required, 
Judges and officers {halt thou make thee in all thy 
gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee throughout 
© thy tribes; and they ſhall judge the people with jull 
* judgment *.* ITheſe laſt are doubtleſs intended here, 

With them counſellors are joined, by whoſe ad: 
vice, and under whoſe direction, the affairs of the 
ſtate were to be conducted. They were not mereh 
the counſellors of kings, or their prime minilters, 
whoſe office is to affilt the Sovereign in the mi 
nagement of public attairs, but perſons who were 
themſelves ta have the fole direction of the ſtate, 
without regard to the royal authority of a Prince 


Deut. xvi. 18. 
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ook back then to the period referred to, namely, 
he firſt erection of this people into a nation, and you 


'F romiſe. Then you will obſerve, Moſes, under the 
BE irection of the ſupreme Legiſlator, forming the chil- 
ren of Ifrael into a republic, and * appointing over 
them judges and rulers, able men, ſuch as feared 
God, men of truth, hating covetouſneſs; and mak- 
ing them rulers of thouſands, rulers of hundreds, 
fifties, and tens, that they might judge them “.“ 
rneſe were called the judges and elders of Iſrael: 
and afterward, by the expreſs command of God, 
heir number was fixed to that of feventy, on ation 
e put his Spirit, to qualify them for the duties of 
heir function, Such were the judges and coun- 
„ellors of that people at the beginning; and now God 
1 W:omiies, that, at the time referred to, they ſhould be 
eſtored to the fame kind of government they at firſt 
{ Wnjoyed, and that it thould be managed by men of 
y ]Winilar probity and abilities. Accordingly, Ezra the 


3 Hrribe, 2 man remarkable for prudence and piety, and 


firm attachment to the law of God, was employed, 
y divine providence, to effęctuate this reſtoration ; 
he remains of which were vifible in the time of our 
ord's humiliation, when we read of the ſanhedrim, 
onſiſting of ſeventy able men, and of one Nicodemus, 
n honourable counſellor. From hence we learn, 
at judges and counſellors are the wiſe appointment, 

nd generous gifts of God, to thoſe who are favoured 
nth them. Let us honour them as his miniſters to 
tor good. Let us pray, that he may give them 
punſel, and that they may be juſt, ruling in his fear; 
| let: us ſubject ourſelves to them, not only for 
rath, but for conſcience ſake. Let us be afraid of 
at which is evil, remembering they bear not the 
ord in vain ; and ever ſtudy to do that which is 
bod, that we may have praiſe of the ſame. 


* Exod; xvii. 21. 


A ter. 


may be able exactly to aſcertain the import of this 
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Both expreſhons in the firſt part of the verſe ſeem to be 
nearly of the ſame import, and refer to the ſame 
great event, which happened after the return of the 
jews from their captivity at Babylon. God promile, 2 
at that period, to reſtore them judges as at the fri, 
It deſerves to be remarked, that kings are not her 
mentioned, though by them the poſterity of 1iraM 
had been governed tor a long period of time, pre. 
vious to the Jews being led captive by the Chaldears; 
which plainly intimaics, that after that memorableſÞ 
occaſion they were to be no longer ruled by regal au 
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thority. There are two kinds of judges ipoken of nnd 
{cripture. There were extraordinary perſons who heir 
ſuſtained this character, whom God, in mercy, raiied he pr 
up to vindicate his people from the power of their heir 
enemies, who opprefled them, ana who decided con Mellor. 
troverſies of the greateſt moment. Theſe are ſpoken promi 
of, Judges ii. 16.; where we are told, The Lord raid Meitor, 
* up judges, who delivered them out of the hands njoye 
© thote that ſpoiled them.” There were alſo ordinary mila 
magiſtrates, or governors of cities, on whom tlis{ribe, 
character was beſtowed ; whole buſineſs was to guard MW firm 
the privileges of the people, and to attend to the im. y div 
partial diſtribution of juſtice. For the execution ihe ren 
theſe, and ſimilar important purpoſes, God required, Word's 
Judges and officers {halt thou make thee in all thyMonſiſti 
gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee throughout hon 
thy tribes; and they ſhall judge the people with jullWat jud 
* judgment *.* 'Thele laſt are doubtleſs intended here, Md gen 
With them counſellors are joined, by whoſe ad-MWith the 
vice, and under whoſe direction, the affairs of the for 
ſtate were to be conducted. They were not merehpunſel, 
the counſellors of kings, or their prime miniſters hd let 


rath, b 
at whi 
ord in 
od, th 


whoſe office is to affiſt the Sovereign in the mz. 
nagement of public attairs, but perions who were 
themſelves to have the fole direction of the ſtate, 
without regard to the royal authority of a Prince. 


* Deut. xvi. 18. 
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ook back then to the period referred to, namely, 
ine firſt erection of this people into a nation, and you 
Wn: be able exactly to aſcertain the import of this 
1 romiſe. Then you will obſerve, Moſes, under the 


irection of the ſupreme Legiſlator, forming the chil- 


Aren of Irael into a republic, and appointing over 
& them judges and rulers, able men, ſuch as feared 
God, men of truth, hating covetouſneſs; and mak- 
ing them rulers of thouſands, rulers of hundreds, 
W# fifties, and tens, that they might judge them“. 
Bheſe were called the judges and elders of Iſrael : 
nd atterward, by the expreſs command of God, 
heir number was fixed to that of ſeventy, on whom 
He put his Spirit, to qualify them for the duties of 
heir function, Such were the judges and coun- 
ellors of that people at the beginning; and now God 
W:omiies, that, at the time referred to, they ſhould be 
| {Weitored to the lame kind of government they at firſt 
{{Wnjoyed, and that it thould be managed by men of 
milar probity and abilities. Accordingly, Ezra the 
b Fribe, a man remarkable tor prudence and piety, and 
dg firm attachment to the law of God, was emploved, 
Wy divine providence, to effęctuate this reſtoration ; 
oe remains of which were viiible in the time of our 
Hord's humiliation, when we read of the ſanhedrim, 
nſiſting of ſeventy able men, and of one Nicodemus, 
un honourable counſellor. From hence we learn, 
iat judges and counſellors are the wiſe appointment, 
re d generous gifts of God, to thoſe who are favoured 
With them. Let us honour them as his miniſters to 
hep for good. Let us pray, that he may give them 
dunſel, and that they may be juſt, ruling in his fear; 
d let us ſubject ourſelves to them, not only for 
rath, but for conſcience ſake. Let us be afraid of 
at Which is evil, remembering they bear not the 
ord in vain ; and ever ſtudy to do that which is 
od, that we may have praiſe of the ſame. 


*:: Exod; xviij. 21. 


A ter- 
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. Afterward thou ſhalt be called, The city of righteni. fi 
moſs; the faithful city. The time in general when Je 
this prediction ſhould be fulfilled is menticned, but Me. 
the preciſe period is not determined; which ewe F th 
room for conjecture when this defeription was appl. 
cable to the Jewiſh ſtate, and their metropolis. It i; ul 

romiſed. this ſhould happen after the reſtoration fore. 
told in the preceding part of this verſe, whillt they 
were governed by upright judges, and wife counfe. 
lors. After their return from captivity at Babylon, f 
and this form of government was eſtabliſhed among Hand 
them, it was long before they arrived at thts deſirable 


condition, and could, with any propriety, be named WW." Ir 
a city of righteouſneſs, or faithful city, as is abun. MW 0 
dantly evident from the writings of the prophets Sip 
This remark obliges us to have recourſe to a period Eg 
remote from the commencement of the promiſed re: 72 
ſtoration, which, however, arrived during its contig U 


10U?: 
nuance ; namely, after Jeruſalem was viſited by Jeu * 


Chriſt the righteous, and became the feat of hy oy” 
kingdom of righteouſneſs. Then it merited this de. ig 


ſcription, for righteouſneſs was therein honoured, i 
loved, and practiſed. The eternal righteouſneſs 0 0 . 
Jehovah was there richly diſplayed, in his providencez — 
laws, and judgments, which were humbly adored, ag ; 
and gratefully celebrated. The righteouſneſs of G0 ; , 
without the law, witneſſed by the law and the pro oy f 
phets, even the righteouſneſs of God, by faith d 10 ; 
Jeſus Chriſt, was unto all, and upon all them tha _ 
believed : and that righteouſneſs which exalteth it | 
city, the effect whereof is quietneſs and affurang 3 
for ever, was highly reipected, and carefully practi of. ! 4: 
by many of its inhabitants. Nor was it leis 7 ap N 
markable for being a faithful city. Many of the c - * * 
and faithful reſided within her walls, who happil F 0 
demonſtrated their fidelity to God in very trying e won 
cumſtances, and were faithful to the death, In 7 on: | 
hering to 25 truths and ways: and, among all ti WM ” 
7 


churches cf the ſaints, none u ere more famous for 
jy 
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arm attachment to the inſtitutions and example of 

ſeſus Chrilt, than that which was erected at Jeruſa- 
iem.— Animated with the ardent deſire of meriting 
BS this noble character, let each of us, in our differ- 
Dent capacities, endeavour to be righteous and faith- 


bi deſirable reſtoration, which will bring us under the 
deſcription now conſidered. 


Jon ſhall be oy with judgment, 
387 her converts with righteouſneſs. 


In this verſe thin redemption of the people of God 
is foretold, and the manner in which it ſhould be 
-xccuted is pointed, out.——Zion, a name ſignifying 
monument ereftcd, was a mountain on which part of 
he city Jeruſalem was built, wherein God was pleaſed 
o fix his peculiar reſidencc. On one ſummit of this 
1ountain ſtood the ſacred temple, in which the ſolemn 
xercites of divine worſhip were performed; and on 
he other, the palace of the kings of the houſe of 
avid: both of which were typical of the church of 
eſus Chriſt, wherein he exerciſes his ſacerdotal and 
3a characters. Great things are ſpoken i in the ſcrip- 
ures concerning Zion. The Molt High is ſaid to de- 
ight to dwell there: Jeſus Chriſt is faid to reign over 
t for ever and ever: the goſpel, which is called his law, 
1th falvation, and all the bleſſings it contains, are 
id to proceed from thence. It was celebrated for 
eing the joy of the whole earth, becaule God was 
nown in her palaces for a refuge, and in his temple 
very one ipoke of his glory: and innumerable, 
xceeding great, and precious promiſes are given to 
ion; among which the one now before us holds an 
inent place, Now it mult be evident, that theſe, 
d many fimilar great things, were not {poken 
fly of the literal Zion, nor intended to be fully 
compliſhed to it; Hut to another, even a ſpiritual 
lon, of which that above mentioned was only a 
figure, 


ul, that we may contribute our part toward that 
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duced. Our bleſſed Saviour is called our pafloye 


before us, Zion, in the literal ſenſe, was no doub 
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figure. This can be no other than the city of tl: 
Living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, poſſeſſed mM i 
the ſpiritual poſterity of Abraham, believing in te r. 
Son of God as the only Savioin. embracing mM 
doctrines, and ſubmitting to his authority, who rn 
honoured with the peculiar preſence of God in th ie 
inſtitutions of his worthip, and over whom ſeſuf t i 
Chrilt preſides as their rightful Sovereign. Ye mai 5 
obſerve in the word of God, that the name of thei 
type is ſometimes given to that which it was defipnet 
to repreſent, of which many. inſtances might be pr 
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becauſe in that divine inſtitution he was eminent 
prefigured, and that ordinance received its completion 
in his ſacrifice for us. In like manner, the churg 
of God is frequently ſpoken of under the name 
Zion, becauſe the temple and palace, the inhabitant, 
and worlhip performed in that mountain, exhibited? 
{triking repreſentation of that ſacred ſociety, its gl 
rious immunities, and folemn ſervices. In the ver 


primarily intended, not excluſive of the ſpiritu 
Zion, which ſeems to be the chief ſubject of what 


here foretold. Attention to theſe few remarks wil appe 
aſſiſt us in underſtanding 1 this prediction, and in aſcey* 4 I, 
taining the import of the redemption. here promiſed the 
and it will be very proper we frequently recolle pert; 
them, in our progreſs through this prophecy, wh ed, 
we meet with Zion. ſtate, 
Her converts, or, as the Hebrew 1 is tranſlate} Were, 
in the margent of ſome of your Bibles, they that ret Holy 
of her. The one of theſe expreſſions illuſtrates af pre 
explains the other; and teaches us, that the end 
ſons ſpoken of are thoſe who turn from their e came 
ways, and return unto him from whom the child tte 
of Iſracl have deeply revolted; who turn from h = ; 
y l 


ſervice of dead idols, and lying vanitics, to ſerve 
Living God, and to wait for his Son from heart 
even Jeſus, Who delivereth us from the wrath 


C01 
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ome. They are thoſe whom the Lord, by his di- 
ine power accompanying the goſpel, hath turned 


From darkneſs to light, from the power of Satan 


Into God, that they may receive the forgiveneſs of 
ins, and inheritance among them that are ſancti- 
Bcd. Such are the converts of Zion, concerning whom 
Neis foretold, 
WW 7hey /ball be redeemed. To redeem, is to buy again 
What which was alienated from its proper owner, by 
ie or mortgage, and to reſtore it to its rightful 
oſſeſſor; in which ſenſe it is uſed, Lev. xxv. 25. 


) x ) 
epecting the poſſeſſion of a poor brother. It alſo 
{cnihes, to reſcue by force; or, by paying down a 
anſom, to deliver from captivity and flavery, and to 


eſtore to liberty and happineſs. In this manner the 


hilären of Iſrael were redeemed from their bondage 


Egypt, and afterward from their captivity at Baby- 
n; which dehverances were typical of the redemp- 


on of the ſpiritual Iſrael of God from their ſpiritual 
ſWrvitude and captivity, and their introduction to the 
u orious liberty of the ſons of God. Though the re- 
tuemption foretold might have a primary reference to 


dme temporal deliverance of the Jewiſh ſtate, to me 
appears, that this is one of the paſſages wherein 
s a learned, and juſtly celebrated writer obſerves), 
the inſpired prophets immediately employed, and 
perhaps believing themſelves to be ſolely employ- 
cha ed, in predicting the occurrences of the Jewillt 
ſtate, were at the fame time preluding, as it 
were, to the perſon and diſpenſation of Jeſus ; the 
Holy Spirit which inſpired them bearing out their 
expreſſions, and enlarging their conceptions, be- 


S Wl a a 

pe yond the worth and ſize of thoſe objects which 
r fl came directly in their view *.” Let us then fix 
ilan r attention on the ſpiritual and eternal ſalvation 


the people of God, which ſeems to be here 


mM b 38 P 1 11. . 

ve Wy intended. This redemption naturally ſup- 
case | 2 

ath Dr. Hurd on Prophecy, Serm. iii. 
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poſes, that thoſe who are the objects of it are ina 
{tate of ſpiritual ſervitude to corruption and fin, and 
| led captive by the god of this world, agreeable to the MP" 
| deſcriptions given in ſcripture of their condition pri MP 
to their redemption. It certainly implies, that Zion. 
is hereby delivered from all her iniquities, and their mi 
| dreadful effects; from all her enemies, and their de. 
If ſtructive power; and inveſted in the poſſeſſion of the 
moſt glorious privileges, in the moſt attonithing, and 
at the fame time endearing manner, through the pre 
ious interpoſition of the Son of God. This, bre. 
j thren, is not the releate of an oppreſſed nation from 
| | deſpotie tyranny : nor does it relate to the erection d 


a mighty empire, under a renowned earthly prince 
It is another, and far more glorious deltverance, in 
compariſon of which all the nobleſt achtevements d 
the greateſt heroes are as nothing. Hereby choſe 
1 men are reſcued from eternal ruin, fin is deitroyed, 
| | death is aboliſhed, principalities and powers are con 
| gquered, and human nature is purified, and exaltet 
to the image and enjoyment of God. Thus is the 
great redemption in Iſrael, which was ſpoken of by 
all the holy prophets which have been ſince the world 
began, typified under the former diſpenſation, exped 0h 
ed and defired in every age until theſe laſt days, whe bg 2 
it was effectuated, not by ſuch corruptible things a ich 
ſilver and gold, or ſuch unavailable things as thoutand . 
of rams, or ten thouſands of rivers of oil, but witl 
the precious blood of Chriſt. This prediction the 
was fulfilled, when, by his death, he obtained ete 
F nal redemption for us; and it continues to receli 
| —  thll farther completion, when, by the miniſtration « 
I the gotpel, and the agency of the Holy Spirit,! 
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converts of Zion are intereſted in the bleſſings of N., 
redemption. May this be our happineis! Let th 

| be our chief concern! . 
j With judgment, and with rightcouſne/ſs. The temp 
| ral deliverance which God was to work fer his al 
dient people, primarily intended, was to be excel 445 
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Laith, or in judgment, in the exerciſe of ſtrict juſtice, 
| puniſhing the incorrigibly wicked, and delivering the 
"Wupright —And with righteouſneſs, by the faith- 
ful accompliſhment of divine threatenings and pro- 
"Wmiles. The ſpiritual redemption of Zion, the 
1 principal ſubject of this prediction, is obtained with 
2 ſudgment, in the full ſenſe of the expreſſion. 
F It is acquired, not in a raſh and precipitant man- 


ner, but is the reſult of wife eounſel, and mature 
deliberation : it is executed in perfect conſiſtency 
with the rights of the ſtricteſt juſtice and equity, 
according to the determination of the righteous 
judgment of God; and it is purchaſed, by inflicting 
thoſe awful puniſhments to which the converts of 
ion had expoſed themſelves by their tranſgreſſions, 
on Jeſus Chriſt. the bieſſed Author of this redemption, 
rho came to give his life a ranſom for many. This 
admirable work is much inſiſted on, both in the pro- 
phetic and apoſtolic writings; where we are taught, 
That he made his ſoul an offering for ſin *;* and 
that he became an offering for ſin, that we might 


1 be made the righteouſneſs of God in him f. It 
. s added, that the redemption of Zion ſhall be with 


ighteouſneſs, with the richeſt diſplays of the conſum- 
nate righteouſneſs of Jehovah ; for the declaration ot 


: | 2 . * 

# rhich, © God ſet forth his own Son to be a propitia- 
wit tion, that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
al who believeth in Jeſus,” as it is written, Rom. vt. 


5, 26. Redemption is the bleſſed fruit of the ever- 
, Waſting righteoutneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, which he brought 
n by his obedience even unto death: hence it 3s 
ad, Jo be obtained through the righteouſneſs of 
our God and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt .“ And it is 
noyed by the citizens of 71on, in the exerciſes of 
ighteouſneſs, in which they yield to God the obe- 
tence of faith, and that unlimited ſubjection to his 
uhority which he requires. — This is truly an 


Iſainh liii. 10. 2 Cor., u 21. 12 kt 
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intereſting ſubject, which I wiſh you would ſtudy 


much, and endeavour to acquire an experimental ac 
quaintance with. It is a ſubject which, if you in 
deed reliſh, you will find to be exceedingly agreeable 
and uſetul ; which may be always contemplated vin 
new pleaſure and profit, and which, after your utmot WM (þ 
efforts, cannot be exhauſted. And if you are the th 
redeemed of the Lord, keep ever in view the greaſ ge 
deſign of your redemption, that ye may be unto God th: 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works, and lie co 
under the habitual impreſſion of the manifold oblige Wyo 
tions you are brought under, by this character, pre 


ſerve and glorify God. : 


28 © And the deftruQtion of the tranſpreſſonMWyr: 
and of the ſinners all be together, and they 


that forſake the LORD ſhall be conſumed. It is 


We are now arrived at the laſt part of this elegant Mur. 
prophetical diſcourſe, which deſcribes the punithment 
to be inflifted on the adverſaries of God, who con. ond 
temn the redemption of Zion. Of theſe, three 
claſſes are mentioned, whoſe characters feem to be in 
ſome meaſure diſtinct, becauſe the prophet foreteb 
that their deſtruction ſhall be together. Ihe trau 
greflors are thoſe who, having perverſely renounce 
their dutiful ſubjection to the divine authority, an 
wickedly forſaken the inſtituted worſhip and ord 
nances of Jehovah, followed thoſe ſuperſtitious and 
idolatrous practices, whereby they provoked to ang! 
the Holy One of Iirael, The ſinners are ſuch a 
having gone aſtray from the paths of righteonine. 
have entered into the ways of impiety and wickel 
neſs ; who, regardleſs of advancing the glory of God 
aim no higher than to promote their worldly honou 
intereſt, or pleaſure.——By them that forſake t 
Lord, may be intended, thoſe who, having apoſtatiz 
from their former profeſſion of fidelity in the ſervice 
the Living God, in the dutics of his worſhip, and tl 
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codedience of his commands, embraced the moſt dan- 
verous errors, and were addicted to the moſt abomi- 
nable practices. Theſe characters, which I ſtay not far- 
ther to illuſtrate at preſent, though ſomewhat different, 
are evidently very ſimilar; and the ſame deſtruction 


i ME ſhall be the certain portion of them all. ——Attend. 


i MT then to the deſcription you have now heard, and dili- 
MW gently compare your character and conduct with it, 
that ſo you may be aſſiſted in eſtimating your ſpiritual 
re condition, with which it is of great importance. that 
Hou be intimately acquainted, in order to your im- 
Iprovement by the goſpel, and its ſacred inſtitutions. 
And the deftrudtion of theſe ſhall he together, and they 
hall be conſumed. The Hebrew word tranſlated de- 
ſeruckion, is derived from one that ſignifies, 70 break in 
pieces things that are hard. In a metaphorical ſenſe, 
t is applied to denote contrition of heart, whereby it 
is broken in pieces, and its natural pride and ob- 
duracy is ſubdued. It is alſo uſed to ſignify, any 
alamity, ruin, or deſtruction, which reverſe the 
ondition of thoſe on whom they ſeize. Of theſe 
here are two ſorts; thoſe that are inflicted on men in 
his world, ſuch as the ſword, famine, and peſtilence, 
yhich bring on temporal deſtruction; and thoſe which 
ire called ſpiritual judgments, as they reſpect the 
ouls of men, and are inflicted partly in this, and 
hiefly in the future world. Both theſe may be in- 
luded in the prediction before us; for the expreſſion 
ontained in the latter part of the verſe aſſures us, 
hat perſons of the above deſcription ſhall be conſumed 
ogether. Whilit the Governor among the nations 
orrects his own people in meaſure for their ſins, to 
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kedWÞuake them ſenſible, that it is an evil and bitter thing 
God depart from him, he ſends awful deſtruction on 
nouWanigreffors and ſinners, and thoſe who forſake him, 
hilt the former adopt the ſpirited language of the 
tizeWpoſtle Paul, We are troubled on every fide, yet 
ice of not diſtreſſed; we are perplexed, but not in deſpair; 
d i perſecuted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but not 
liche | | | * deſtroys 
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© deſtroyed *:* the latter, with deſpondency, com. 
plain, We are not only troubled, but diftrefled ; no 
only perplexed, but in deſpair; not only perſecuted, 
but forſaken; not only caſt down, but deſtroyed, 
This is the portion of them that forſake the Lord: u! 
and it is their juſt puniſhment, perfectly conſiſtent WW! 
with the moſt unbiaſled equity; which requires, tha M11: 
they be recompenſed according to their ways, an is 
| that they eat the fruit of their own doings.— Thi; at 
| \ brethren, is an intereſting truth, which ought to pe pla 
| netrate to the bottom of your hearts. Are any of 50 
| ſenfible that you are tranſgreſſors, and that you hav Ih. 
= forſaken the Lord, and afraid leſt he ſend upon you 
1 that horrible tempeſt whereby you ſhall be deſtroyed! 
| I beſeech you to flee without delay, and hide you fron 
[' the ſtorm : not under ſhelter of the creature, which 
cannot protect you; but under his ſhadow, * Who is: 
© hiding-place from the wind, a covert from the tem. 
| < peſt, as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the 
| © thadow of a great rock in a weary land.“ Then in 
1 famine, he ſhall redeem thee from death; and in 
[1 © war, from the power of the ſword. Thou {halt be 
© hid from the ſcourge of the tongue: neither ſhal 
thou be afraid of deſtruction when it cometh +. 


29 For they ſhall be aſhamed of the oak 
which ye have deſired, and ye ſhall be con. 
founded for the gardens that ye have chofen. 


The ignominy and diſgrace wherewith the threaten: 
ed puniſhment thould be accompanied, is here pointe 
out, —There is a remarkable change of perſons il 
| the verſe before us, which requires to be attended to 
in order to our underſtanding the prediction it col 
tains. The perſons primarily ſpoken of, and refer 
| to in the word he, are the tranſgreſſors, ſinners, ant 
| ſuch as forfake the Lord, mentioned in the foregoll! 


. 2 Cor; ts 3, 9+ ＋ Job. v. 20, 21. 
ä vert 
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erſe. Theſe, in whatever country or generation 
Uthey may live, ſhall certainly ſhare in the ſhame and 
confuſion which is the portion of thoſe to whom the 
prophet immediately addreſſed himſelf. The oaks 
which ye have deſired, the gardens that ye have 
choſen, are the objects which ſhould occaſion the 
ſhame and confuſion which are here threatened. It 
is obvious from many paſſages of ſcripture, I ſtay not 
lat preſent to recite, that groves or gardens were often 
Iplanted, and frequented by thoſe who forſook the 

Lord, and were addicted to idolatrous practices. 

Theſe groves were compoſed of trees of various 
kinds, which cannot now be determined with cer- 
lainty; and among theſe was the oak, which afforded 
an agreeable ſhade from the heat, and a defirable 
oncealment from public view. In theſe gardens, 
temples and altars were erected to'the gods who were 
orſhipped ; various rites were performed, and ſa- 
xrifices were offered, to idols, by their votaries. 
his abominable ſuperſtition and idolatry conſtituted 
2 principal part of what was called the religion of the 
ations, whom the Lord expelled from the land of 
anaan, to make room for his people Iſrael, who 
ere commanded to deſtroy their groves, and other 
monuments of their falſe worſhip : © Ye ſhall utterly 
deſtroy all the places wherein the nations which ye 
ſhall poſſeſs ſerved their gods, upon the high moun- 
tains, and upon the hills, and under every green tree. 
And you ſhall overthrow their altars, and break 
their pillars, and burn their groves with fire“, &c. 
otwithilanding this charge, the men of Ifrael and 
udah were much addicted to idolatry, as we learn 
om the teſtimony of the prophets, who were em- 
loyed in reproving them for their ſis.8; of which 
du will fee a memorable inſtance, Hoſea iv. 12, 13. 
rompted by curioſity, excited by this ſurprifing 
ct, let us inquire into the reafons why that people 


| 
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were fo fond of theſe forbidden practices. Amo 
others, we may ſuppoſe their perverſe diſpoſition 
would operate powerfully, which ever inclined then! 
to do what was forbidden: their defire to imitate thi 
example of their great progenitor, Abraham, wh 
planted a grove, when he called upon the name | 
God * (though this practice was afterward {trig 
forbidden +): and the fooliſh imagination, that {uh 
retired, ſolemn places as they enjoyed under the ſhads 
of thick trees, and in gardens, inſpired them wit 
reverence and awe, might contribute to make then 
fond of ſuch retirements; which afforded them oppor. 
tunity of committing the moſt deteſtable impurities 
and the moſt odious ſuperſtition. lt is true, in 
deed, that we read of ſome great and good men wiſh,» 
ſacrificed under an oak, and upon a high place; a 
Gideon, Samuel, and others. Certain it is, that they 
either did that which was unlawful, or for which the 
had ſome particular diſpenſation from God himſel; 
Concerning theſe oaks and gardens it is foretold, 
They ſhall be aſhamed, and ye ſhall be confound 
Theſe two : expreſſions are of fimilar import, ant 
ſeem to denote nearly the ſame thing.——The wor 
tranſlated a/hamed, ſignifies to blufh or redden, 100 
come pale, when the colour changes, and the framei 
diſordered: and that which is rendered confoundel 
ſignifies 70 dig, in order to hide any thing; as th 
ſlothful ſervant did, that he might hide his lord 
money. Hence it is uſed to denote a perſon's bein 
confounded ; becauſe, in that condition, he wou 
fondly hide himſelf, it in his power. Shame an 
confuſion ariſe from a ſenſe of having acted contra 
to duty and intereſt, or from being diſappointed « 
what we expected to enjoy. In the penitential ca 
feſſions of the ſaints, recorded in ſcripture, they oft 
acknowledge, that they were aſhamed and confoult 
ed on account of their fins. But this is not whit 
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atended in the prediction before us. The perſons 
eicribed in the foregoing verſe, ſhould feel the moſt 
W uiting remorſe, and painful. diſgrace, at the time de- 
Wriction ſeized upon them, on account of the fooliſh 
Ind wicked part they had aQed. Their ſins being 
brought to remembrance, by impending judgments, 


Whey ſhall be aſhamed at their paſt conduct, and con- 
(Founded at the proſpect of being recompenſed accord- 
ing to their deeds. Then they ſhall be filled with 
en{Whame, in the recollection of the oaks and gardens 
on which they once delighted, wherein they worſhip- 


ded the idols in which they truſted for deliver- 
nce, and covered with confuſion when all their 


who opes from them ſhall be diſappointed. This 
Prophecy was awfully verified, in the conſterna- 
eon and diſgrace which attended the deſtruction 


nd city was overthrown by the Romans; and it 
all be farther accompliſhed, in the day of the 
erdition of ungodly men, when they ſhall implore 
e mountains and rocks to fall on them, and hide 
em. Beware then, brethren, of forſaking the 
ord your God, and thereby expoſing yourſelves to 
at everlaſting ſhame and contempt, which ſhall be 
e certain portioa of all who continue to go aſtray 
om him. If you are found at laſt among the un- 
appy number of ſinners and tranſgreſſors, all your 
aims ſhall be rejected, all your hopes ſhall be dathed 
the ground: you ſhall be commanded to depart 
om him on whom all your expectations ought to 
founded, and be for ever excluded from the ſociety 
the juſt. This muſt be an inſupportable diſgrace, 
hich, I pray you, take care in time to prevent. 


foul 20 For ye ſhall be as an oak whoſe leaf fail- 
hahn, and as a garden that hath no water. 


By a double compariſon, naturally ſuggeſted by 
nern was ſaid in the preceding verſe, the deplorable 
Q condition 


the wicked among the Jews, when their nation 
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condition of tranſgreſſors is repreſented. Bo- 
good and bad men are, with great propricty, con. E 
pared, in ſcripture, to trees of various kinds, in their WF VE 
different conditions. In the firſt Pſalm, He that de. ar. 
lighteth in the law of the Lord, and meditateh In 
therein day and night, is compared to a tree plante{ tha 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit bat 
in his ſeaſon.* The ſtate of tranigreflors is alſo exhi. the 
bited by this inſtructive ſimilitude, Jer. xvii. s, 6, fo | 
where it is foretold, That he that truſteth in man, and P 
< maketh fleſh his arm, whoſe heart departeth from of t 
the Lord, ſhall be like the heath (or a naked tree) Heir 
in the deſert, and ſhall not fee when good cometh Ms 
And in the words before us, ſinners, who forſake the he) 
Lord, are likened to an oak whoſe leaf faileth. They of t. 
reſemble an oak that hath grown to a vaſt ſize and erl. 
height, that promiſes ſtability and duration, which ute 
yet quickly decays, loſes every ſymptom of life, and 
every ornament of beauty, and then dies to the very 
root. In like manner, tranſgreſſors among the pro. 
feſling people of God, deſtitute of ſpiritual beauty, 
the leaves of profeſſion, and the fruits of righteoul- 
neſs, and incapable of affording protection and conic- 
lation to others, through ſin reigning in them, decay 
and perth in that death which is its wages.——Ano- 
ther ſimilitude is here uſed, the more fully to deſcribe 
their condition: And as a garden that hath no water 
In order to your underſtanding this expreſſion, yo 
muſt know, that, in hot Eaſtern countries, a conſtant 
ſupply of water is abſolutely neceflary to the fruitful 
neſs and beauty of their gardens, without which ever 
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view, 


thing would ſoon languith and decay. Great care et us 
therefore, mult be taken to provide them with {uitabk practi, 
ſupplics of water, either from fome neighbour : 
fountain or river, by directing a few {treams to ru ; 

among the trees and plants; or by having a larg make! 
reſervoir filled, in proper ſeaton, with a firfacten ogetf 
quantity of rain water. Accordingly, to complcte 74. 
beauty of the garden of God, wherein our firſt Phencic 


Tell 


rents were placed, we are told, a river went out of 
Eden to water it. We are informed, by modern tra- 
vellers, of the delightful gardens of the Eaſt, which 
are pleaſantly watered, ever verdant, and fruitful. 
N In oppoſition to this beauty and fertility, it is foretold, 
that the perſons ſpoken of ſhall be as a garden that 
hath no water. Though reſiding within the limits of 
the church, which the Moſt High hath appropriated 
„0 himſelf, as the garden wherein he delighteth, this 
{Wprivilege ſhall not avail them. If they participate not 
of the benign influence of his word, and the reviving 
communications which flow from the fountain of all 
4 Mcrace, and remain deſtitute of the fruits of the Spirit, 
the they ſhall wither, languiſh, and die. This part 
beef the prophecy, with that contained in the former 
rerle, was fulfilled at the deſtruction of the Jewiſh 
nation, which once reſembled in firmneſs and gran- 
deur the ſtately oak. But like that tree when its 
leaf faileth, and like that garden which hath no 
water, its appearance was quickly reverſed : the 
wicked inhabitants ot Judea were deprived of the go- 
ſpel, the gifts of the Spirit, and the communications 
of divine grace, which were turned into a new chan- 
nel; ſo that this prediction was amply verified. 
Hereby we are inſtructed in the uncertain proſperous 
MWcondition of the wicked, however agreeable and pro- 
miſing may be their preſent appearance. 'Though they 
may ſcem to be rooted and eſtablithed like an oak, 
yhen the divine diſpleaſure goeth forth againſt them, 
hey all ſuddenly decay; though pleaſant to human 
view, as a garden, they ſhall ſpeedily be conſumed. 
et us then diligently take heed, leſt, by following their 
aWractices, we expoſe ourſelves to their puniſhment. 


31 And the ſtrong ſhall be as tow, and the 
maker of it as a ſpark, and they ſhall both burn 
nMogether, and none ſhall quench hem. 


©" The vaſt extent and long continuance of the above- 
|] Mentioned judgments is here foretold, with the utter 
1 inability 
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ability of thoſe againſt whom they are denounce 
to deliver themſelves. By the ſtrong we muſt here 
underitand, not thoſe who are ſtrong in the Lord, Mbe 
and the power of his might, who are turniſhed with if 
ſtrength in the inward man for every good work; but Wi}, 
ſuch as are rich, and great, and powerful in this the 
world; who are poſſeſſed of health of body, vizour Wo 
of mind, and that ſtrength which ariſes from worlily Hoch 
opulence ; who, at the ſame time, are ſtout-hearted 1; 
and far from righteouſneſs, and, to human view, ſeen MW : 
to refemble the ſturdy oak. Theſe are the men who Hund 
commonly glory in their might, in their bodily hie 
ſtrength, in their mental abilities, in the extentiye defi 
power to which they are elevated by their riches and Vor. 
eminent ſtation ; nay, even in their ſtoutneſs of heart, chic 
whereby they withſtand the influence of the word of {Mam 
God, and refiſt the Holy Ghoſt. Such, I apprehend, 
are the outlines of the character and condition of the 
perſons here intended by the ſtrong. Though, of all 
others, they leaſt expect to be contumed, it is fore. 
told, they ſhall be as tow. However mighty and ex- 
alted ſuch may be in this world, yet, like the toy 
which you ſeparate from your flax, they are really the 
leaſt valuable part of mankind : they are light and 
vain, ready to be driven away by every ſtorm of di. Wow 
vine judgment ; and liable, every moment, to bc 
conſumed by the wrath of the Almighty, when it be: 
gins to burn. This is a very ſimple and humiliating 
compariſon, with which you are well acquainted; 
and which, of conſequence, requires little illuſtration. ae an 
Whuilit it points out the imminent danger of their d th, 
condition, it ſounds an alarm in the ears of all what nc 
come under this deſcriptipn, which ought to rouieMereate 
them to an anxious concern about their ſalvation.; — 
And the maker of it as a fpark ; or rather, as it \Wuld r 
in the margent of ſome of your Bibles, And his «oriIiſÞom : 
as @ ſpark. Good men are the light of the worin, c 
whoſe good works ſo ſhine before men, that they at 


thereby induced to glorify their Vather, who is in 


* 13 14 
heaven,; 
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compared to a ſpark, the ſmalleſt part of fire, which 
Whcins thrown out from it, is immediately extin- 
guiſhed. This intimates, in a very ſtriking manner, 
Ithe trifling inſignificance and ſhort continuance of 
their work, though, it may be, they thereby intended 
Ito magnify themſelbes, and greatly boaſted of it to 

thers. However much it may be eſteemed by them- 
ſelves, when compared to the cheering light diffuſed 
by the ſervants of God, which illuminates the world, 
and refreſhes its inhabitants, it is only a dying, miſ- 
hievous ſpark. I ſuppoſe the expreſſion is chiefly 


york, to thoſe who are ſtrong, in the ſenſe explained, 
hich, like a ſpaxk falling on tow, ſhall kindle thoſe 
lames of divine wrath, whereby they and their works 
hall both be conſumed : for it is added hey ſball 
oth burn together. This prediction is ſimilar to that 
wtul threatening, where God thus ſpeaks, by the 
rophet Ezekiel, I will pour out mine indigna- 
ex- tion upon thee, I will blow againſt thee in the fire 
ow Wl of my wrath, and deliver thee into the hand of 
the brutiſh men, and ſkilful to deſtroy. Thou ſhalt 
and be for fewel to the fire“, c. To burn, you 
di. now, is literally to conſume by fire; and, in 
be metaphorical ſenſe, it denotes painful and ter- 
be ⸗ Able deſtruction. Here it comprehends all thoſe aw- 
ting Wl calamities which God would inflict, by the fury 
ted; the Romans, and other inſtruments, on the pro- 
tion. Ine and hypocritical among his people, whereby they 
theit d their works ſhould be wholly conſumed. And 
who at no circumſtance might be wanting that could 
routeMercale the awtulneſs of this judgment, it is decla- 
n. W-— None fall quench them. Divine judgments 
s it Mold rage with ſuch unabating fury, that thoſe upon 
rio they were ſent ſhould not be able to refiſt 
vorlo hn, or to deliver themſelves from thoſe dread- 
eV ale 

1s in * Ezck. Ai. 31, 32 
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ful calamities whereby they ſhould be totally ove. WK 
throw n. This prediction was accompliſhed in the 1 
deſtruction of the nation, city, and temple of te 
Jews, related by Joſephus their hiſtorian : the ſtrong, 
the rich, and the great men, among that people, 
were quickly conſumed by thoſe remarkable puniſh. 
ments, which all their efforts could not ſtop in their 
progreſs. In this awful prophecy, and the corre. 
ſponding direful events, we behold the diſmal confe. 
quences of tranſgreſſion, and the juſt retribution d 
forſaking the Lord. Such terrible calamities wer 
never inflicted upon any city as upon Jeruſalem ; ſuc 
_ vials of wrath were never poured out on any people u 
upon the Jews, as God himfelt declares, Ezek. v. 8,9 
Why all this ſeverity ? Becauſe they abuſed more di. 
tinguiſhing privileges than any other people. And 
why is this ſubject fo frequently mentioned in ſcrip 
ture, - but for our admonition, on whom the ends of 
the world are come? Let us hearken to the admon, 
tion, and learn the inſtruction it is intended to con- 
vey ; and thus our labour, in conſidering 'this pro 
phecy, ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


"i T HE ſecond part of this prophetical diſcourſe, on 

| which we now enter, is contained in the ſecond, 
third, and fourth chapters. It was probably delivered, 
by our prophet, in the days of Jotham, or Uzziah ; 
to which period of time ſeveral things mentioned in 
this prophecy are applicable; particularly, the plenty 
of filver and gold, ſpoken of at the 7th verſe of this 
chapter, and the extravagant articles of dreſs, deſcribed 
in the latter part of the third chapter. It was primarily 
leſigned to recall the Jews, to whom it was addreſſed, 
from their idolatry and ſuperſtition, their pride, ſelf- 
onfidence, and other in1quities, to the fear and worſhip 
ff the Living God, to the ſtudy and obedience of his 
uguſt laws. With this view, Iſaiah begins by con- 
emplating that approaching, happy period, in which 
| renowned ſeat of learning ſhould be erected on 
lount Zion, over which God himſelf would preſide, 
s the great Inſtructor, to which all nations ſhould 


rom the 6th verſe to the end of this chapter, he repre- 
nts thoſe awful calamities, and terrible judgments, 
hich God would certainly inflict upon the unbeliev- 
g, proud, and ſelf-confident among them, on account 
i their contempt of his authority, and the good coun- 
Ahe had given them, that thereby he might lead them 


) repentance. 
1 
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CHAP. II. 


HE word that Iſaiah the fon of Amoz ſaw, 
concerning Judah and Jeruſalem. 


This is the inſcription of the prophecy contained in 
ls, and the two following chapters ——The remark- 
le ferm of ſpeech here uled, is often adopted by the 

prophets, 
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onvene, to be taught the way of ſalvation, verſe 1.5. 
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with they were faveured. The prophecy of Amos 


the herdmen of Tekoa, which he ſaw concerning 


People of God, inhabiting thoſe places to who 


an inſtructive type of his peculiar people under thi 
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prophets, when they mention the revelations where, 
thus begins; © The words of Amos, who was among 


* Ifrael.” In like manner, Micah introduces his pro 
phecy ; ; © The word of the Lord that came to Micah 

© the Moraſthite, in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and 
© Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he ſaw concern. 
ing Samaria and Jeruſalem.“ Our prophet likewif 
uſes a ſimiliar expreſſion *, where he ſpeaks of th: 
burden of Babylon, which he faw. Though, pro ud 
perly ſpeaking, a word is not an object of ſight, it tl 
to be obſerved, that what Iſaiah here declares he hadMiſtr1 
revealed to him from God, was communicated hy rm 
viſion, in which he was favoured with a viſible repre 
ſentation of what he relates. This remark, I appre 
hend, fully juſtifies the form of ſpeech under conf, 
deration; which ſeems deſigned to intimate, that the 
prophet received the cleareſt and molt ſatisfying reve 
lation of what 1s here recorded. 

This prophecy relates to the ſame perſons with the 
former, namely Judah and Jeruſalem, by whom, as! 
obſerved from Chap. i. 1. we mult underſtand th. 


this meſſage was primarily delivered; who attorde 


New Teſtament, who are intimately concerned in til 
ſubject, recorded for their admonition. In this vie | 
we are deeply intereſted in the predictions before ten, 
and, therefore, we ought diligently to attend to He 
important truths we now proceed to conſider, 


2 And it ſhall come to paſs in the laſt day 
that the mountain of the Lords houſe ſhall ! 
eſtabliſhed in the top of the mountains, 4 
ſhall be exalted above the hills, and all natid 
ſhall flow unto it. 


tion, 


* Iſaiah xiii. 1. 
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In theſe words a moſt remarkable event, and the 
me of its accompliſhment, is foretold. The time 
Ed for the accompliſhment of this prophecy, is the 
Lit days, an expreſſion which frequently occurs in 
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; he Old Teſtament. Though ſome commentators. | 
- noſe the times of the goſpel are intended by this 1 
+ Whbraſe, I do not recollect any paſſage of ſcripture in it 
nich it is uſed to denote the whole period of that Li 


ilpenſation; nor is it thus underſtood by the Jews, 
> whom the oracles of God were committed, fo far 
: I know. The ſeaſon here referred to, is the con- 
luding period of the Jewiſh church and ſtate, prior 
) their abolition ; and in this ſenſe the words of the 
atriarch Jacob are to be explained“, where he in- Fi 
rms his ſons, what ſhould befall them in the laſt "1 
ys, in which the great Meſſiah was to come, before W 
e ſceptre departed from Judah. To this time, I Mi 
ppoſe, Balaam looked forward, when he ſpake of 
e end of the days. In theſe laſt days (as the writer 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews remarks), God hath 
ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed 1 
heir of all things ;* and as the prophet Joel foretold, 1 1 


He poured out his Spirit upon all fleſh+,* c. 
ith great propriety 1s this deſcription given to the 
ſeries of God's diſpenſations toward his church on 
th, the laſt courſe of his providence toward this 
ld, and the concludiny ſcene in which the great 
rk of man's redemption was accomplithed. Then, 
th the prophet, ſhall come to pals that which is 
liten, 

The mountain of the Lord's houſe fhall be eftabliſhed 
the top of the mountains. Were theſe words to be 
rally explained, they would contain what would 
m more like a table of the poets, than a divine pre- 
tion, highly intereſting to the church of God, and 
orded for its benefit. They would affirm, that the 
untain, on which the temple, or the Lord's houſe, 

$ ancitently built, called Zion, on which alſo ſtood 


*. Gen. XIX. 1. + Joel ii. 28. ef ee. 
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the city Jcrufalem, was to be ſo prepared and eſtabliſh 
as to be exalted far above all other mountains, {ug 
as Sinai and Tabor, Carmel and Hermon; or rathe 
that it ſhould be removed from off its baſis, and Me. 
fixed on the tops of the hills. Every one ſees the inn 
propriety of ſuch an explanation of the words, aſſur ra 
that literally Mount Zion ſhall never be remove h. 
No doubt the ſplendid edifice which adorned its uon 
mit, and the deep valley which lay at the bottom, mai Heli 


UC 
DC 


6 


it appear immenſely high; and as the Jews reckouþe r 
the land of Canaan was the higheſt part of the ear lor 
and this mountain the higheſt ground of Canaan, han 
might conſider it as exalted above the hills, and ein, 
bliſned as on the tops of the mountains. But this Hoſt 
not the import of the prophecy, which muſt be nor 
plained in its figurative and ſpiritual ſenſe. he v 
By the mountain of the Lord's houſe, we und ly « 
ſtand the church of ſeius Chriſt, the holy hill Mete 
Zion, over which God hath artointed: him King, Fine 
which that mountain was an eminent type. The (oleriti: 
rocks, of which it was compoſed, afforded an in{truÞed 1 
tive emblem of the ſtability and duration of the churgom, 
of God, againit which the gates of hell ſhall neW's ap 
prevail: its elevation above the neighbouring ground) his 
repreſented the dignity and influence of the church Foun! 
Chriſt in its proſperous condition: being ſeen at agi toni! 
diſtance, and enjoying the richeſt proſpects, ſignif hich 
that the church is a city ſet on a hill, from wheeled 
the diſciples of Chriit are favoured with the n ule; 
tranſporting views. In the church of the New le! te: 
ment, as anciently in the mountain of the Loe e. 
houſe, the Living God takes up his peculiar Mens p 
dence, io as to dwell in the midſt of it; his preleqſpme f 
is enjoyed, his glory is ſeen, and therein he is Mount: 
noured and ſerved according to his own appointmi A 
In this ſenſe we underſtand the mountain of the Louie 
houfe, which is here foretold, Te de 
Shall be eftabliſhed in the tops of the mountains, rene 
Arto to 


ſhall be exaltcd above the Hills. Both gxpreſhonl 
| delig 


— 
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geſigned to intimate, that the church of God ſhould 
de exalted to diſtinguiſhed dignity ; and, on account 
f the peculiar privileges wherewith it ſhould be in- 
ſelted, ſhould far excel all that are called hills and | 
,ountains; and therefore its praiſes ſhould be cele- | 
vrated, and its fame ſpread abroad through the earth. | 
The Son of God was to elevate his church to the higheſt 
onour, by appearing in the Lord's houſe, and there 
gelivering the glorious truths of the goſpel ; whereby 
ewas to afford a much clearer revelation of the divine 
lory, and to inſtitute a far more perfect worſhip, 
han ever had been ordained from any other moun- 
ain, not excepting Sinai itſelf. He was to give the 
voſt wonderful demonſtrations of the divine preſence 
mong men, the fame whereof ſhould ſpread through 
he whole world; ſo that the nations ſhould be hap- 
ily diſpoſed to renounce their vain ſuperſtitions, to 
teſt their falſe religions, and to ſubmit to his doc- 
ine and authority. We behold this prediction 
eriſied, when the Son of God, entering Jeruſalem 
ad the remple, laid the foundations of his king- 
om, taught the ways of God in truth, and qualified 
is apoſtles for the faithful performance of his ſervice, 
y his divine inſtructions and Holy Spirit. Then the 
ountain of the Lord's houſe was honoured with 
ſtoniſhing diſplays of the gracious preſence of God, 
hich were every where publiſhed abroad. The 
lefled conſequences were, that the ſublime doctrines, 
culcated by Jetus Chriſt and his apoſſles, founded 
1 eternal truth, which no human or infernal power 
all ever be able to ſubvert, deſtroyed the falſe reh- 
jons profeſſed in the world; ſo that Mount Zion be- 
ne far more illuſtrious and famous than any other 
lountain in the earth. 

Aud all nations fhall flow unto it. The vaſt con- 
urle of people, which thould reſort to Zion, are 
re deſcribed in language which hath an obvious 
ins, erence to the waters of a river flow! ing on in their 
ns HPurſe to: vard the fea. The expreſſion intimates, that 
any | | all 


Pr 
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as Jews, ſhould repair. to the church under the Ner 


men, of every nation under heaven, came and dwel 
in that highly favoured city, as we read in the ſecond 
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all nations ſhould ſpeedily, and in continued ſucces; 
ſion, repair to the church of Jeſus Chriſt ; whilſt ont 
ſhould have powerful influence on another, all ſhoyl 
preſs forward, with progreſſive force and rapidity 
until they were received into its boſom. True, i 
deed, it is not more contrary to the courſe of nature 
for water to run upward, and flow unto the tops q 
the mountains, than it is for men, alienated from the 
life of God, to refrain from walking i in the vanity d 
their minds, and to have recourſe to Jeſus Chris, 
that they may participate of the bleſſings of his church 
It ought therefore to be remembered, that the foun. 
tain from whence theſe mighty ſtreams take their riſe, 
which ſhall convey all nations to the great Redeeme, 
is in the higheit heavens; and as waters riſe as high 
as the ſpring from which they flow, the multitude 
of people, here intended, ſhall be conducted not ony on 
to the houſe of the Lord, eſtabliſhed on the tops of 

the mountains, but to that not made with hands, ter 3 
nal in the heavens. How aſtoniſhing this event, that 
all nations, even thoie who had hitherto walked in 
their own ways, ſhould reſort, in great numbers, to 
Mount Zion, that they may join themſelves to the 
church of God, in which are inculcated the difficult 
leſſons of ſelf-denial, the ſtudy of humility and inward 
purity, that are oppoſite and troubleſome to human 
nature in its degenerate ſtate! Jo excite in the people 
of God the lively expectation of this unlikely ſuccei 
of things, it vas repeatodly foretold, by the prophet 
Jeremiah and Zechariah “, That Gentiles, as wel 


Teſtament. Such, accordingly, was the powerful 


agency of the Holy Spirit that attended the doctrine 
ot Jeſus Chriſt preached at Jeruſalem, that devout 


chapter and 5th verſe of the Acts of the Apoſtles 


Jer. Ul. 17, Gech» 10. 11. 
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£ VER. 3. 


Becauſe of God's temple at Jeruſalem, as the pro- 
W phet David predicted, Kings ſhall bring preſents 
unto him“. 
filled, in the numerous converts from among the 
Gentiles, who were gathered into the apoſtolic 
church; though, it is hoped, it ſhall receive a till 
Erther completion in the laſt days of the goſpel- 
diſpenſation. 
tion, for ſtrengthening and contirming your faith, in 
he accompliſhment of this, and fimilar predictions, 
otwithſtanding every intervening difficulty; and for 
ncouraging your earneſt prayers to God, for the per- 
ormance of the glorious things which yet remain to 
e fulfilled. However unlikely the foretold event 
ay ſeem, the faithfulneis of Jehovah hath never 
led : he hath remembered his mercy from genera- 
on to generation, and his truth endureth for ever. 
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3 


This prophecy was remarkably ful- 


Improve this animating conſidera- 


3 And many people ſhall go and ſay, Come 
e, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
ORD, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he 
ill teach us of his ways, and we will walk in 
is paths; for out of Zion ſhall go forth the 
w, and the word of the Lord from Jeru- 
em. 


In theſe words, wherein the nations are repre- 
ited as inciting one another to repair to the houſe 
the Lord, the ſubject introduced in the fore- 
ng verſe is amplified and illuſtrated. The He- 
W word, which is here rendered many, ſigniſies 
p powerful ; ſo that many powerful people are the 
jects of this prediction, whole numbers and in- 
nce ſhall be very great. From this expreſſion, 
rever, we muſt not ſuppoſe, that it is neceſſary, to 
accompliſhment of this prophecy, that whole 
lons, without exception, ſhould 1dopt the follow- 


* Pal. Ixviii. 29. 
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in the worſhip of God, and the obedicnce of his can. 


foretold. Whilſt, therefore, many of the clect u 


minds. Concerning theſe many people, thus un 
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ing language. It is ſufficient for this purpoſe, thy 
large numbers of them ſtir up one another to join 


mands, though the great part among them continue i 
ſuperſtition and idolatry. This remark, 1 apprehend 
is founded in fact, and deſerves attention, when ni 
are employed in conſidering ſuch events as that her 


God, diſperſed among different nations, as the 2. 
compliſhment of this prophecy, ſhould. invite on 
another to go up to the houſe of the Lord, the re 
of them may be perſiſting in criminal idolatry, foolih 
ſuperſtitions, and walking in the vanity of ther 


derſtood, it is foretold, that they ſhall go and ſay, 
Come ye, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, i 
the houſe of the God of Jacob. They thus encouray 


0 ft 


one another, as perſons commonly do who are excee o 


ingly fond of the enterpriſe in which they are engiiiſiter 
ging, and ſolicitous that others may join them in wiaorte 
they expect to enjoy the greateſt ſatisfaction. More 
form of expreſſion here uſed, is modelled upon Mn ti 
opinion which anciently prevailed among the Jes! 
which I mentioned when treating of the precedinWyoy; 
verſe, that the land of Judea, and eſpecially the Pay 
Jeruſalem, were higher in regard of ſituation thaWou 1 
the countries wherewith they were ſurrounded : hen be. 
we read in the New Teſtament, of going down fror ey 


Judea, and going up to Jeruſalem ; which was a hguMhar m 
of the Jeruſalem that is above. The mountain Welus | 
the Lord. and the houſe of the God of Jacob, ml you 
be explaine.! here, as we have already obſerved om | 
the 2d verie, in a figurative jene; denoting erfec 
church of the Living God, under the preſent dilWocme 
fation of his grace, on which he commands his A 
ſing, even life for evermore. The expreſſion beWoken 
us, in its ſpiritual ſignification, is inſtructive and e ore: 
mating, and mœrits the cloſeſt attention. It tuple him 
that the perſons introduced ſpeaking, and thole rtance 


Pl 
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Wolying with their invitation, were to riſe from a 
lower to a higher condition, which, you know, is 
commonly attended with much difficulty, and re- 
quires the moſt vigorous exertion. Though, at firſt 
view, the work, to which men are here encouraged, 
might appear unpleaſant and difficult, yet the happy 
onſequences ariſing from its performance, would 
abundantly compenſate all their labour and trouble. 
Many have been the people Who (as here foretold) 
ave animated one another in their aſcent to the houſe 
of the Lord. This doubtleſs would be the pleaſant 
employment of the devout men, of every nation under 
heaven, who reſorted to Jerufalem after the aſcenſion 
f ]=1us Chriſt, when this prediction was remarkably 
erificd.— This day, brethren, let this ſcripture be 
arther fulfilled in our ears. Come ye, let us go up 
o the mountain of the Lord, to the houſe of the 
od of Jacob. I do not invite you to go up to the 
iteral mount Zion, whither the tribes of God re- 
orted of old, to give thanks to the name of the 
ord; nor do I aik you to go up to the temple built 
n that mountain, called the houſe of God, which 
as long ago buried in ruins : I invite you to riſe 
bove this earth, in affection and purſuit, that, in the 
ay of obedience to the commands of Jefus Chriſt, 
ou may aſcend to the ſpiritual Zion, the perfection 
beauty, the houſe of God, in which he delights 
br ever to reſide. Let not the labours and difficulties 


 hgulat may attend this journey diſcourage you: look to 
can efus Chriſt, leſt at any time you be weary and faint 


u your minds; and ceaſe not, until, having gone 
d um itrength to ſtrength, you arrive before God, 
ng rrfect in Zion. To this the moſt ample encou- 
 cipMWgement is ſubjoined: | 
bis H 4 be will teach us of his ways. The perſon here 
n be eken of, is no other than the bleſſed God himſelf, 
and Me great Inſtructor of his church. Who teacheth 
pple hirn? The benefit promiſed is of the higheſt im- 
ole Oirtance, It relates not to literal or grammatical in- 

pl | ſtruction, 
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of heaven. By the former of theſe, a child is tauph 


By the one, a ſpeculative acquaintance with {acre 


the loving-kindneſs of the Lord; the miniſtrati 
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ſtruction, whereby perſons learn to read the word 
before them, and to acquire the form of knowledy, 
though this alſo cometh from rhe Lord of hoſts; hy 
to that ſpiritual inſtruction which is conveyed by thy 
illumination of the underitanding, and demonſtratiq 
of the Spirit, which makes known the things frech 
given us of God, and the myiteries of the kingdon 


to read; by the latter, a man acquires a good unde. 
ſtanding, which enables him to know the meaning d 
what he reads, or hears, reſpecting divine ſubje&M « 


truths is acquired; by the other, the law of God i 
put into the heart, and ſo written on the inward 
parts as to be tranſcribed into the life. The woll 
of God ſhews us what is good, and what the Lon 
requires of us; and the Spirit of God effectually di 
poles the heart to attend to his inſtructions, to proft 
by them, ſo as to reduce them to practice; and both 
the word, and Spirit of God, being neceſſary to briy 
men to walk in the paths of the Lord, we ſuppol 
both are included in the words before us. 

By the ways of God, may be meant his purpoſe 
and counſels, fo far as are proper and neceſſary fo 
his ſervants to be acquainted with, in order to pri 
mote their happineſs and ſalvation; his providenti 
diſpenſations, ſo far as is conſiſtent with their dut 
and intereſt to know them, that they may underltan 


of his Spirit, and the way of falvation, by whiqgghoie « 
the manifold wiſdom of Jehovah is admirably d 
played. Theſe are, with great propriety, called! 
ways of God, as he points them out to us in 
word, and as they are intended to conduct to the d 
joyment of him in the land of everlaſting uprightne 
Some degree of acquaintance with theſe things in 
diſpenſably requiſite to mens walking in the ways 
God's precepts ; and, therefore, let us entreat, ! 


he may grant us the wiſdom of the prudent, that! 
ws 


Im} 
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Wy underſtand his way, and walk therein with in- 
eaſing delight. And let it be our great deſign, in at- 
ding his ordinances, that we may learn his truths; 
t we may hear all things commanded us in his law 
d goſpel, reſpecting faith and practice, that, through 
ſtrength of the Moſt High, we may keep his pre- 


ts with our whole hearts. 


be 
Ot 


al 


ns | | 
und coe will walk in his paths. This is the pro- 
de. ed, happy effect of being inſtructed in the ways 
Cod. By the paths of the Lord, we underſtand 
divine doctrines, and holy precepts of the goſ- 
nell, by which God hath marked the way wherein 
di ought to go, to the everlaſting enjoyment of his 
var ence and glory. Theſe paths ſerve to conduct to 
von kingdom of God all thoſe who are fo wiſe as walk 


them. They afford direction in every condition 


On 

d eugh which they paſs, whether proſperous or ad- 
one; in every ſtage of life, whether vouth or old 
poll; in every relation in which they ſtand connected; 
Drin in every ſtation, whether more humble or elevated, 
pol they occupy. They clearly point out the truths 


eflary to be believed with the heart, and contefled 
h the mouth; and the duties requiſite to be perform- 
to demonſtrate the ſincerity of faith, to adorn the 
) profiſÞ 103 of the goſpel, and diſplay the power of godli- 
enn —— he reſolution before us plainly implies, a 
ufd choice of the precepts of the goſpel, in prefer- 
via to all other ways, and in oppoſition to every 
rata 0! compulſion whatſoever. It includes, a fixed 
whidWole of heart, a firm determination, to cleave un- 
e Lord, notwithitanding every difficulty and dit- 
led Hagement that may lie in the way. And as walk 
$ an uniform, progreflive motion, it comprehends 
the Mnttant, perſevering progreſs in the good ways of 
Inte Lord, wherein they are inſtructed. Thoſe who 
5s aught of God, by his word, providence, and 


pole 
ry f 


ad, to make advances in thz paths of obedience 
that abmitſion, to whatſoever the Mo't High may be 
8 pleaſed 


ars e here expreſs their ſincere purpoſe, through di- 
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already remarked, reſpecting the fulfilment of th 


where they were inſtructed in its doctrine, work 


one another to repair to Mount Zion. The law, a 


law of liberty. With no leſs juſtice are they 
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pleaſed to require and appoint. After what I hm A 


prophecy, I only add, that the words now explaing 
received their accompliſhment, when multitudes fy 
among many great and celebrated nations, Greek 
Egyptians, and Italians, leaving their native county 
reſorted to the church of Jeſus Chriſt in Mount 7in 


and diſcipline, and joined in the faith and obedizy 
of the goſpel. 

Fer out of Zion fhall go forth the law, and the un 
of the Lord from Ferujalem. Thele words aſſign 
realon why great numbers of people ſhould encourg 


word of the Lord, feem both intended to ſignify, t 
doctrines and precepts of the goſpel, publiſhed by [e 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. With great propriety are 
called a law, as they bear the impreſſion of the di 
authority by which they were delivered, and reveal 
will of the one great Lawgiver to all thoſe to wh, 
they are publiſhed, With the belief and ſubjeci 
they juſtly demand, are connected glory, honour, 2 
immortality, whilſt the neglect and contempt of th 
expoles to tribulation and wrath. And they are; 
perly called the law, by way of eminence, as iart 
celling all other laws. They are emphatically da 
minated the law of faith, the royal law, the per 


to be the word of the Lord, as they proceeded in P. 
the great Meſſiah, who is Lord of all, the brd 
Metlenger, ſent by the Living. God to make kn any 
his will unto men. Accordingly, in the New 1: 
ment, they are deſcribed as the word of God's g 1 h 
the word of righteouſneſs, the word of truth, “ 4. 
word of life, the word that is able to make wile i, Per { 
falvation, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus ö WH 
This law, and word of the Lord, is foretold to go 97 
n 


out of Zion and Jeruſalem. The expreſſion ſcems| 
lude to the cuſtom of princes, whole edicts and lan 
| | | 
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ſued from the cities and palaces in which they reſide, 
1d being ſtamped with royal authority, they demand 
Srercnce and obedience. From the renowned places 
re mentioned, the ſublime doctrine of the goſpel 
as announced, according to this prediction. From 
Pence Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, and afterward 

any others, went forth every where through the 
hole world, preaching the goſpel with admirable 
plicity and ſucceſs; inſomuch that, as the evan- 
liſt Luke affirms, repentance and remiſſion of fins 
re preached to all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. 
e prophet Micah repeated this prophecy with little 
ation *. You may compare together both predic- 
ns at your leiſure. Let us, my friends, attend 
this law, and hearken to this word of Jehovah, ſo- 
tous that from the heart we may believe and obey 
remembering, that he who deſpiſed Moſes law, 
lied without mercy, under two or three. witneſles : 
jt how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he 
e thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
on of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
ant, waerewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, 
nd hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace f? 


re] | 

WY: And he ſhall judge among the nations, and 
i rebuke many people: and they ſhall beat 
bo ir words into plow-ſhares, and their ſpears 


pruning-hooks: nation ſhall not lift up 
rd againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 
any more. 


5 0 he happy conſequences of the preaching of the 
ach, Nel are, in this verſe, beautifully deſcribed. — 
viſe i perſon ſpoken of can be no other than the 
ſs WWb ole word went forth from Jeruſalem, and 
m7 n. theſe laſt days, publiſhed in perſon the 
nM dings or ſalvation. He is the Governor 
BY 


+: Heb. x. 28, 29. 
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pleaſed to require and appoint.— After what I hay 
already remarked, reſpecting the fulfilment of thi 
prophecy, I only add, that the words now explaine 
received their accompliſhment, when multitudes fron 
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among many great and celebrated nations, Greek, Wl 
Egyptians, and Italians, leaving their native county, * 
reſorted to the church of Jeſus C hriſt in Mount 71 9 
where they were inſtructed in its doctrine, worth, Wi "We; 
and diſcipline, and joined in the faith and obedinWi ” 
of the goipel. eur 
Fer out of Zion ſhall go ferth the law, and thc un. 
of the Lord from Feriſalem. Theſe words aſſign th be l 
reaſon why great numbers of people ſhould encounę. :: 
one another to repair to Mount Zion. The law, aud 1 
word of the Lord, ſeem both intended to fienihy, th 1555 
doctrines and precepts of the goſpel, publiſhed by ſelu N 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. With great propriety are ib © 
called a law, as they bear the impreſſion of the dirin rp 
oy by which they were delivered, and revelth 75 | 
will of the one great Lawgiver to all thoſe to wha b. 5 
they are publiſhed, With the belief and ſubjectu 80 = 
they juſtly demand, are connected glory, honour, at =” 
immortality, whilſt the neglect and contempt of the 10 50 
expoſes to tribulation and wrath. And they are pi © 
perly called the law, by way of eminence, as hre An 
celling all other laws. They are emphatically dg, = 
minated the law of faith, the royal law, the pert hay 
law of liberty. With no leſs juſtice are they . * 
to be the word of the Lord, as they proceeded | pr 
the great Meſſiah, who is Lord of all, the b erd as 
Meflenger, ſent by the Living God to make ku an, 
bis will unto men. Accordingly, in the New Tel 5 
ment, they are deſcribed as the word of God's gr le 2 
the word of ri ghteouſmeſs, the word of truth, pel ar 
word of life, Fa word that is able to make wile u per 15 
falvation, through faith which is in Chriſt Jes h who 
This law, and word of the Lord, is foretold to co H in ti 
out of Zion and Jeruſalem. The expreſſion ſeems n 


lude to the cuſtom of princes, whoſe edicts and bus 


10 
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Wed from the cities and palaces in which they reſide, 
ud being ſtamped with royal authority, they demand 
W-vorcnce and obedience. From the renowned places 
ere mentioned, the ſublime doctrine of the goſpel 
as announced, according to this prediction. From 
hence Jeſus Chriſt and bis apoſtles, and afterward 
any others, went forth every where through the 
hole world, preaching the goſpel with admirable 
Emplicity and ſucceſs; inſomuch that, as the evan- 
geliſt Luke firms, repentance and remiſſion of ſins 
Pere preached to all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. 
he prophet Micah repeated this prophecy with little 
zriation *, You may compare together both predic- 
os at your leiſure. Let us, my friends, attend 

© this law, and hearken to this word of Jehovah, ſo- 
citous that from the heart we may believe and obey 
; remembering, that he who deſpiſed Moles law, 


of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he 
be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, waerewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, 
and hath done deſpite unto the Spirit of grace!“ 


) 


all rebuke many people: and they ſhall beat 
ir words into plow-thares, and their ſpears 
o pruning-hooks: nation ſhall not lift up 
ora againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 
Ir daily More. | 


pe! are, in this verſe, beautifully deſcribed. 
: perion ſpoken of can be no other than the 
d, whoſe word went forth from Jeruſalem, and 
in theſe laſt days, publiſhed in perſon the 
l uGIngs of ſalvation, He is. the Governor 


1 Feb. x. 28, 29. 
among 


" Micah i. long. 


died without mercy, under two or three witneſles : 


4 And he ſhall judge among the nations, and 


Ihe happy conſequences of the preaching of the 
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among the nations, for the kingdom is the Lord u, 
It belongs to kings, who are the judges of the co.: 
people, to give laws to their ſubjects, to take care i go 
their intereſts, to defend them from their enemies, ph 


hear their petitions, to determine their differences, r dit 
go forth before them to war, and to diſtribute amo tio: 
them rewards and puniſhments. All theſe kin 
offices Jeſus Chriſt the Lord performs, by his fe. 
vants, his word, and Spirit, in his church and Kin 


dom, conſtituted of the nations of them taat are ſay ebe i 
He gives laws to his people: he adjuſts all their c 5:4 
cerns : he protects them from their powerful enemis the | 
he attends to all their requeſts : he enriches them wil inc 
every needful bleſſing: he decides their controverſies nan! 
he goes before them to victory, as their leader: mera 
diſpenſes among them thoſe divine conſolations, u blut. 
neceſlary chaſtiſements, which their various ciremi He tt 
ſtances require: he inveſts his numerous ſubje of th 
with the moſt glorious privileges; and admits t {train 
to the enjoyment of thoſe ſacred prerogatives, wii victio 
render them ſafe and comfortable; though, for mi but is 

reaſons, he defers their advancement to defired f with 
pineſs, until their entrance into life, and the commenalſf vitoſe 
ment of another ceconomy. All power in heaven a judgn 
earth being committed into his hands, as the gra foltarh 
Judge of the world, he will at laſt determine ſn man's 
everlaſting {tate of all men, who fhall receive from H that c 
their final ſentence.——Let us then, brethren, we ain 
ject ourſelves, without reſerve, to our rightful Jul Your |: 
Lawgiver, and King, and yield him that unlinit And 
ſubmiſſion which he juſtly demands, aſſured, tha WW L /; 
will deal with us as with his fervant David, whom "WW Vd 

* rewarded according to his righteouſneſs, and = Ke 
penſed according to the cleanneſs of his hands * ene of 
And fhall rebuke many peoples by the ſharp rept tiful, fi 
contained in his word, by various alllictive dipel unnecet 
tions of his prov: dence, by ſpeaking to them i the vari 
| nations 


* Pſal. xviii. 20. aying: 
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wrath, and vexing them in his hot diſpleaſure, on ac- 
count of their unreaſonable oppoſition to himſelf, his 
orernment, and church. Such rebuke the Lord, 
* oO . 
W whoſ word went forth out of Jerufalem, hath often 
© 6i{pc:iſed in the courſe of his righteous adminiſtra- 
tion; and moſt remarkably, in that awful period in 
which he overthrew rhe city and temple of Jcrufalem, 
rejected his highly favoured people, and delivered 
them into the hands of their enemies. It may not 
be improper to remark, that the word tranſlated re- 
byke, ſignifies allo to rcprove or convince. In this ſenſe 
the ſame mighty Lord verifies this prediction, by con- 
vincing multitudes of their dangerous errors, their 
manitold wanderings, their groſs infidelity, and innu- 
merable tranſgreſſions, and confequently of their ab- 
ſolute need of deliverance from the wrath to come. 
He then ſucceſsfully invites them to the participation 
of the moſt glorious privileges, and powerfully con- 
ſtrains them to love and obey the truth. This con- 
viction 18 produced not by external force or violence, 
but is purely the effect of divine truth, accompanied 
with power, and the demonſtration of the Spirit, 
whole office is to convince of fin, righteouſneſs, and 
judgment. — Whit then we endeavour, by mani- 
feſtation of the truth, to commend ourſelves to every. 
man's conſcience, lay your minds open to receive 
that conviction of your ſin, and your duty, which 
we aim to reach to your hearts, in order to promote 
your beſt intereſts. | 
And they ſhall beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, and 
heir ſpears into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift up 
fword again/t nation, neither ſhall they learn war any 
mare. The happy conſequences of the benign influ- 
ence of the goſpel of Chriſt, arc here deſcribed in beau- 
titul, figurative language, which, I apprehend, it is 
unncceſſary minutely to explain. The meaning of 
the various expreſſions ſeems to be ſimply this: The 
nations who embrace the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
gaymg aſide their former hatred, animoſities, and 
ditterences, 
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differences, and the hoſtile weapons whereby thel Len 
were ſupported, ſhall cultivate among themſeles Hof! 
friendſhip, hoſpitality, and brotherly kindneſs, with ME ject 
all the bleſſed arts of peace, until, united in the on 
bonds of love, they become one great body, one and 
happy ſociety. The Jew and the Greek, the Barba. and 
rian and the Scythian, the Egyptian and the Aſſyrian on F. 
having become the diſciples of Chriſt, ſhall be Fr mee! 
veſted of the ſecret grudges they entertained againſt ſhou 
one another; and, joined together in ſincere affection, WM ott1e 
ſhall unite in celebrating the grace of God, and per. kurt 
forming the duties of mutual love. Convinced that the Kind 
kingdom of Meſſiah, which conſiſteth in righteouſneß the b 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, is not ad. pltthe 
vanced by the ſtudy of war, but by the cultivation of Hani 
peace, they ſhall maintain among themſelves the heart 
moſt agreeable harmony, and vanquiſh their adverſa. after- 
ries by an invincible patience. Inſtructed by their per 
divine Maiter, the Prince of peace, renewed by hiz in fu 
ſpirit of love, and holding the ſame faith, fo far a; Chriit 


they are known to each other, they ſhall live together clhicac 
in peacg; and far from fomenting differences, or ſtians. 
exciting others to take up arms againſt their perſecu- cat 

tors, they ſhall follow peace with all men, poſſeſſing the called 
amiable character of bleſſed peace-makers. In this the th 
manner Chriſtians act according to the Spirit of Jes h © 
Chriſt, who dwelleth in them: they practiſe his fa- 

lutary direction, of having peace among themſelves: FX 


they preſerve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of in the 
peace; and demonſtrate to the world, that they are * 
taught of God to love one another. The 
This prediction, which deſcribes the peaceable d den 
poſition of the ſubjects of Meſſiah's kingdom, mult Ml i thi 
be explained, like many others, with ſome reſtric. cite the 
tions; for the prophets, who often ſpeak hyperbol: Iy the 
cally, as if they meant to be underſtood without lini- Judah, 
tation, muſt not, however, be fo ſtrictly interpreted, 
as to lead men to expect events that God doth not 


mean ſhall actually happen, It relates ſole'y to the 
| genuli? 


may ſu; 


genuine diſciples of Chriſt, who are the real ſubjeQs 


Jof his kingdom; and not to princes, and their ſub- 


jects, profeſſing Chriſtianity, who often make war 
on onc another, and on all who invade their rights 
W and privileges. It does not exclude thoſe diſputes 


and controverſies which may ariſe among Chriſtians 


on religious matters; but ſimply repreſents the humble, 
meck, and peaceable diſpoſitions with which they 
ſhould be animated in their conduct toward one an- 
other. They ſhall not ſtir up ſtrife, nor diſturb, nor 
hurt one another; but, by the exerciſes of juſtice, 
kindneſs, and beneficence, each ſhall aim to advance 
the happineſs of all. This prophecy was accom- 
pliſhed, in ſome meaſure, in the firſt ages of Chri- 
ſtianity, when the followers of the Lamb were of one 
heart and one ſoul: it has been farther fulfilled in 
after-times, when the power of the goſpel has been 
experienced; and it ſhall receive its full completion 
in future happy days, when the doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, attended with the Holy Spirit, ſhall diſplay its 
elicacy and glory in the hearts and lives of Chri- 
ſtians. In the mean time, let us remember the 
great deſign of God in our vocation, who hath 
called us unto peace. Let us therefore follow after 
the things which make for peace, and things where- 
nich one may edify another “. 


5 O houſe of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk 
in the light of the LORD. 


The prophet, by thus addreſſing his countrymen, 
endeavours to rouſe them from their indolence, to re- 
call them from their ignorance and errors, and to ex- 
cite them to activity in the good ways of the Lord. 
Zy the houſe of Jacob might be intended the men of 
judah, in diſtinction from the houſe of Iſrael; or we 
may ſuppoſe it comprehended the whole poſterity of 


* Rom. xiv. 19. 


| Ifrae! ; 
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Iſrael, to whom Iſaiah delivered this prophecy. Thiz 
deſignation might remind them, that as their great pro. 
genitor had the name of Jacob given him, becauſe he 
dealt deceitfully, and ſupplanted his brother, in like 
manner they had dealt deceitfully in the worſhip and 
ſervice of God. The prophet incites them to join 
with him in the 1 important buſineſs which he propoles; 
Come ye, let us walk in the light of the Lord. In thi 
manner the children ot11rael, and the children of Judah, 


are repreſented, animating one another * to ſeek the my 
Lord their God; Come, ſaid they, let us join our. Needs 
© ſelves to the Lord, in a perpetual covenant that ſhall Mit diſc 
© not be forgotten“. > The upright ſervants of the Moſt which 
High always wiſh to travel the road to Zion in con. Nord 
pany. True godlineſs never contracts, but always ff the 


enlarges the heart, with a generous concern for the 
glory of God, and the beſt intereſts of men. 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. Light being 
the moſt excellent of all viſible things, it is uled in 
{cripture to expreſs perfection in general, or ſome 
particular excellence. As it is the medium by which 
we contemplate and become acquainted with the 
creatures, it is a proper emblem of wiſdom and knoy- 
ledge. In this ſenſe it muſt be underſtood, where 
Belſhazzar informed the prophet Daniel, that I have 
heard of thee, that the ſpirit of the gods 18 in thee, 
and light and underſtanding, and excellent wiſdom 
is found in thee.” As it is the means of enabling 
us to regulate our conduct, and to direct our aQion 
aright, it is uſed to denote holineſs and purity ; and, 
in this view, thoſe who are light in the Lord: are 
invited to walk as children of light .“ As it give 
pleaſure and joy to behold the light, it is thence em. 
ployed to ſignify the molt defiradle felicity and blel 
ſedneſs. Thus it is affirmed, that if any fay, * I har: 
 {inned, and perverted that which is right, and i 

© profiteth me not; he will deliver his foul iro 


* 


* Jer. I. 4, 5. F Jak. v, 34: + Eph. v. 8. 


* gol 


progre 
ve in 
he lig. 
els, 
18, feel 
et us 
Goc 
0 enjo 
t Neve! 
he pov 
his inſt 
De DTai 
meh t. 
rhich | 
dart of 
paſiion, 
ourage 
rays of 


4 


.., PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 147 


going down to the pit, and his life ſhall fee the 
light“. The word of God, which communicates the 
+} moſt important knowledge, affords uſeful direction 

in every circumſtance, and conveys ſubſtantial conſo- 
lation to the heart under every trouble, may be call- 
A" with great propriety, the hight of the Lord. 
nder this deſcription the royal pfalmilt ſpeaks of it, 


my path +.” It is the light of the Lord, as it pro- 
ceds from the Father of lights: it reveals his name; i 
it diſcovers his bleſſed will, and points out the way 


rord of God then may be conſidered as the light 
f the Lord here intended, in which the prophet en- 
aurages others to walk with him. Walking, you 


de in moving from one place to another; and is 
ften uſed in ſcripture, in a figurative ſenſe, to ex- 
preſs the whole courſe of mens conduct, and their 
progreſs in that courſe. To walk in darknetls, is to 
ve in ignorance, ſin, and miſery; and to walk in 
he light, is to practiſe truth, holineſs, and righteouſ- 


els. The import of the friendly invitation before 


, ſeems to be ſhortly. this: O houſe of Jacob, come, 


et us ſtudy a growing acquaintance with the word 
God, ſolicitous to poſſeſs the knowledge it imparts, 
o enjoy the direction it affords, and the conſolation 
* fails to adminiſter, when accompanied with 

be powerful bleſſing of its divine Author. After 
his inſtructive example, let us animate each other to 


he practice of duty, exhorting one another; and ſo 


uch the more, as ye ſee the awful day approaching, 
rich will reſemble that foretold in the following 
part of this chapter. From mutual love and com- 


vurage each other to make progrels in the good 
rays of the Lord, by thoſe intereſting conſiderations 


* Job xxxiii. 2, 2 4 Pſal. cxix. 105. 


4 ſuggeſted 


Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto: 


rhich conducts to his kingdom and glory. The 


mow, is the regular progreſſive motion which is 


baſion, in obedience to the will of God, Jet us en- 
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ſuggeſted in ſcripture, which are admirably adapted ; he 
through the divine bleſſing, to promote this valuable am. 
purpoſe. | His 

6 Therefore thou haſt forſaken thy people IM 
the houſe of Jacob, becauſe they be repleniſhed Mrher 
ſrom the eaſt, and ore ſoothſayers like the Phi. Wl was 
_ liſtines, and they pleaſe themſelves in the chil. iner 
dren of ſtrangers. 


The prophet here enters on a new ſubject, in which ¶ that 
he gives an affecting deſcription of the ſtate of the M migh 
Jewiſh nation at the time this prophecy was delivered. Hatt 
He addreſſes himſelf to God in the form of complaint, ¶ God 
bewailling the lamentable condition of thoſe whom he ¶ kneu 


had forſaken, and pointing out the cauſes which had grave 
contributed to reduce them io ſuch calamitous ci. N griev 
cumſtances. Among theſe, were, their introduction fake 
of foreign cuſtoms, their pride, their love of worldly will 
crandeur, their idolatry, and worſhip of ſtrange gods, BM finall 
mentioned in this, and the three following verſes. peo 
The houſe of Jacob is here honoured with the Be, 
character of the people of God. It juſtly belonged M/c://4 
to them, not only as he created and formed them in-. 7he 
to a people, and governed them in right of his un- WW Lowt! 
verſal dominion ; but they were his in a ſpecial man-Wthe tr. 
ner, in conſequence of his chooſing them for his pecu-W* fro: 
tiar people, his redeeming them with a ſtrong hand by a « 
and ſtretched-out arm, his entering into covenant Wſtond © 
with them; ſo that they became his property, ver WWWevents. 
called by his name, and profeſſedly devoted to tions w 
!ervice. Notwithſtanding this intimate connection, ſel! of 
God had forſaken them. He took off the reſtraining 1-1: 


influence of his providence, whereby he prevented M/oret-! 
their enemies from executing their deſtruction: bb loo! 
removed the hedge of his kind protection, by whit birds, 
they enjoyed the molt agreeable ſafety. He with. hel 
{rom them his gracious direction, which had attendel 
mem in all their fortunes : they ſaw not their 15 

ne 
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mere was no more any prophet, neither was there 
among them any that knew how long. The Moſt 
High hid counſel from them, fo that they groped at 
ncon-day. He withdrew from them his divine favour, 
W which had long compaſſed them as a ſhield : he denied. 
them his gracious preſence, and Holy Spirit, which 
was the beauty and glory of their afſemblies, having 
Ein reſerve for them the moſt awful temporal calami- 
ties. This deſertion is ſpoken of as having already 


taken place, which, in the Hebrew ſtyle, denotes, 


that it ſhould certainly ſoon 1:appen, and therefore 
might be conſidered as already having taken effe&t.— 
Hath God then caſt away his people? God forbid! 
God hath not caſt away his people whom he fore- 
knew. When offended with their multiplied and ag- 
gravated tranſgreſſions, he ſeverely chaſtiſes, and 
grievouſly afflicts them, ſo that he may ſeem to for- 
fake them; but, according to his own aſſurance, he 
vill not altogether caſt them out of his ſight, nor 
finally reject them: © The Lord will not caſt off his 
people, neither will he forſake his inheritance *. 
Becauſe they be repleniſhed from the eaſt, and are 
ut b/ayers like the Philiſtines, and they pleaſe themſelves 
in the children of ſtrangers. This ſentence, as Dr. 
Lowth obſerves, is manifeſtly imperfe& : he thinks 
che true reading is, They are filled with divination 
from the caſt.” The Gentile nations, prompted 
by a curioſity natural to mankind, were extremely 
tond of acquiring the knowledge of ſecret and future 
events. For this purpoſe they had among them per- 
lons who were called diviners, magicians, ſorcerers, 
all of whom, it ſeems, had the name of ſoothſayers. 
ie pretended to diſcover things ſecret, and to 
bretel things future, by contemplating the heavens, 
er locking at the planets, by obſerving the flight of 
rds, by xamining the entrails of beaſts, by conſulr- 
ng with familiar ſpirits, and various other ceremo- 


* Phl. x<v.-14; 
nies. 
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nies. The nations which dwelt to the eaſtward 
Canaan, and eſpecially the Philiſtines, were remark. 
ably addicted to this hurtful ſcience. Hence we rea, 
* That when the ark of the Lord was in the county 


© of the Phil'ſtines, they called for the prieſts ang Co 
* diviners, ſaying, What ſhall we do to the ark Hand 
* the Lord? tell us wherewith we ſhall ſend it to his nd 
place *. The curious arts uſed by theſe claſſes f 
men, were ſtrictly prohibited by the law of God, un. A 
der the ſevereſt penalties ; and that the Iraclits Bowe 
might have no excuſe for complying . with this de. Mad f 
teſtable ſuperſtition, God aſſured them of the conti. Mone 
nuance of the ſpirit of prophecy among them. No- ho 
withitanding, ſo very corrupt had that people become, not 
that they had adopted the wicked practices, and for. Wi «re: 
bidden cuſtoms of the Heathen nations around them, NPolom 
and paxticularly the necromancy and magic practiſed Wihcſe ; 
by the Philiſtines ; and at the time this prophecy was nd ge 
delivered (probably in the reign of Uzziah), they Mad fe 
were greatly addicted to ſoothſaying. Beſides, they Morſeir 
abounded with the children of ſtrangers, with whom be 
they were highly pleaſed. They had joined them. fad un 
{elves in marriage to ſtrangers, from whom there id {c; 
aroſe among them a ſpurious breed of children, who Highty 
could not properly be called the ſtock of Iſrael. This WW orcat 
was another forbidden practice which was now ire- Wiſſargec 
quent among them, intimately connected with the IHA: 
former, on account of both which God had forſaken Mmber 
them. Have not we, my brethren, like Judah Wnt: ar: 
old, introduced among us not only thoſe evil mas iſt: pu; 
ners which are peculiar to us as a people? but hare x avic 
not we alſo imported from foreign countries the mot van 
icandalous vices, which may juſtly provoke God to hr. 
fake us, as he forſook the Jewiſh nation? Let us then WWully p 
hear, and fear, and do no more preſumptuouſly. Lt ved þ; 
us carneſtly deprecate that wrath to which we hae n, the 


expolcd ourſelves by our tr anigrelions, and abanul iu 


N # 
* x: Sam th, I 
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Whoſe corrupt practices whereby we have provoked 
the Lord to anger. 


. 
1 
E 
We 
8 
* 


heir land alſo is full of ſilver and gold, 
. is there any end of their treaſures : Hhaky 


land is allo full of horſes, neither is there any 


nd of their chariots. 


Avarice, truſt in riches, in human grandeur, and 
Power, are mentioned as farther reaſons why God 
bad forſaken the men of Judah. Theſe things were 
done in direct oppoſition to the command of God, 


rho ordered, That the king, ſet over Iſracl, ihall 


not multiply horſes to hiinſell—neither {ſhall he 
greatly multiply to himſelf ſilver and-gold ?“.“ King 
dolomon was the firſt who notoriouſly ranſgreſſed | in 
ele particulars: for we are told, That he made ſilver 
nd gold at Jeruſalem as plenteous as ſtones ; that he 
bid fourteen hundred chariots, and twelve thouſand 
priement and Uzziah ſeems, in theſe inſtances, to have 
lowed his bad example. His mighty men ot valour 
ad under their command an army of three hundred 
nd {even thouſand five hundred, that made war with 
bhty power+; and among thele, it is probable, were 
great number of horſes and chariots. The fins here 
arged againſt the Jews, conſiſted not merely in their 
licting large quantities of gold and filver, and great 
mbers of horſes and chariots, though even theſe were 
ntrary to the law of God; but chictty in this, that 
EY purſued theſe things with the greateſt KCCBUCIS 
d avidity ; that they uſed them to gratify their pride 
drvanity, and confided in them as their defence and 
ry. Though the God of their fathers had gra- 
bully promiſed, that it they cleaved unto hin n, and 
ved þ; um, he would prove their protector and por- 
n, they wickedly departed from him, as if he had 
n 1niuflicient for their felicity : they enlarged their 
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covetous deſires as hell; and of their ambition, h Vor 
increaſe their treaſures, there was no bounds. Not 
only their kings and princes, but thoſe alſo wh, Wicly 
occupied inferior ſtations, committed theſe crime; Mt U 
to ſuch an enormous degree, that, to uſe the word; Miſefo: 
before us, there was no end of them. La WF his 
© not up then for yourſelves treaſures upon earth, MF anc 
© where moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and whe: idols 
thieves break through and ſteal. But lay up teen 
« yourſelves treaſures in heaven, where neither mot Harris 
© nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do nuch: 
break through nor ſteal. For where your treaſure Mio re 
is, there will your heart be alſo *.” And whilſt wMWiving 
hear that in the land of Judah horſes and chariot rent 
were ſo multiplied, and relied upon, that God uu ing 
thereby provoked to forſake his people, let us bea eir E 
of their ſin and folly, remember the name of the Lom rtun. 
our God, and ſtand upright. erefc 
5 | Ing tC 

8 Their land alſo is full of idols: they wt H 
ſhip the work of their own hands, that which eclara 


their own fingers have made. 3 
| Dule, 


This verſe deſcribes another aggravated tranſgeſHated 
ſion, on account of which God forſook the men Met is 
Judah. The deteſtable crime here complained Hat eve 
is idolatry, which properly conſiſts in giving that e Cre: 
nour and worſhip to the creature, which is due fes, 
God alone. Than this no practice can be more ut 
reaſonable and abominable. What can be more vl 9 Ar 
ſurd than that men, who are the workmanſhip of C eat m 
thould fooliſhly imagine, that they can make a geen nc 
that creatures endued with ſenſe and reaſon, ſhoulda | 
pect aſſiſtance from that which can neither hear, With 
ſee, nor ſpeak, nor act, and which they can deſtroy! e ſaid 
their pleafure? What more inconſiſtent than for pe ber d 


— 


profeſſing to believe in the true God, to fall dow, , a: 


* Matth. vi. 195 20s 21. 
| woll 


* 
* 
2 
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orſhip the work of their own hands? Though it does 
ot appear from ſacred hiſtory, that idolatry was pub- 
W:cly encouraged or countenanced in Judah in the reign 
t Uzziah, when we ſuppoſe the prophetical diſcourſe 
Pefore us was delivered, we are informed, That the 
high places were not removed: the people ſacrificed, 
and burnt incenſe ſtill on the high places *.“ The 
Nols then, of which the land was full, ſeem to have 
deen houſehold-gods, or tutelar deities, ſuch as Rachel 
hrried with her when ſhe left her father's family, and 
ach as the man Micah had in his houſe, which were 
ot reckoned inconſiſtent with the worſhip of the one 
ring and true God. Theſe were formed after dif- 
rent ſimilitudes, of wood, or ſtone, or metal; and 
eing overlaid with ſilver and gold, and placed in 
heir houſes, were conſidered as the arbiters of their 
tune, and the authors of their proſperity; and, 
crefore, thoſe honours were paid to them which be- 
ng to God only. Againſt this aggravated fin the 
loſt High hath teſtified the greateſt diſpleaſure, in the 
<clarations of his word, and the diſpenſations of his 
rovidence. On this account, Jeroboam, and his 
puſe, were cut off; Ahab, and his family, were ex- 
Tpated ; and Judah was forſaken of his God. 
et us then keep ourſelves from 1dols ; remembering, 
at every creature that is loved and ſerved more than 
e Creator, occupies the room he ought always to 
leis, and expoſes to his juit diſpleaſure. 


1 
4 
* . 
N. . 
2 
<3 
” 


9 And the mean man boweth down, and the 


em not, 


With ſome interpreters, we may conſider what is 
e ſaid as connected with the preceding verſes, and 
ther deſcriptive of the fin of Judah; or, with 
ers, as introductory to the awful judgments de- 


* 2 Kings xv. 4. z 
nouncèe 


eat man humbleth himſelf : therefore forgive 
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[ 
nounced in the following verſes. In the firſt ſens, it! 
the words repreſent the prevailing idolatry which hay Mill: 
infinuated itſelf among all ranks of the Iſraeliih Her: 
people, high and low, great and ſmall. The mem te 
man, who was in low circumilances, and occupiei 7 
an inferior ſtation, though he ſhould have reckon Hur 


himſelf by far too great to bow down to a dead idol, iis c 
ſhamefully degraded the dignity. of his nature, and 
grievouſſy offended his Maker, by proſtrating himfzi 
before the works of his own hands. The great ma 
alſo, who was exalted to diſtinguiſhed rank, and en 
joyed the moſt elevated ſtation, diſcovered the mea 
neſs of his ſpirit, and the depravity of his heart, Me. 
falling down before the image which his own fingen int 
had framed, or which he had ordered others to make 
for him. In this view, we behold with aſtoniſhment Mo co 
men, originally made after the ſimilitude of Coe 
though ſtrictly prohibited, under the ſevereſt penner) 
ties, to bow down to any idol, preferring the creatu ea 

to the great Creator, who hath connected the mo ul 


precious bleſſings with his ſervice. According Md t: 
the latter interpretation, the words deſcribe the terribt mall 
judgment which Almighty God was about to inf ero; 
on Judah, on account of their divination,  avaricy Iculty 
and idolatry. In this ſenſe, the ſimilar expreſſionMſp"< fo 
uſed Chap. v. 15. muſt be underſtood, where tie 11 
prediction is repeated; And the mean man ſhal “ t, 
brought down, and the mighty man ſhail be hug hen 
© bled, and the eyes of the lofty ſhall be kun the 
In proof that this is the true meaning of the proplt acred 
it may not be improper to obſerve, that the Hebrah © ! 
word tranſlated Humble, is not uſed to fignity mr boom 
bowing of the body as is made in worſhpping i608 ſhort 
but denotes ſuch a humiliation as ariſes from the Mie? hav 
avoidable influence of external cauſes. Taking il nately 
words in this ſenſe, they contain a general prop! I i 
ave t 


tion, in which God threatens the idolatrous pc 
of Judah with his dreadiul vengeance, until i 
* * 


were greatly deprefled by various calamitics. 0 
| | Cle 
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ther ſenſe of the expreſſion, we learn this important 
on, That when corruption becomes general, and 
ervades all ranks, awful judgments ſhall be of equal 
W-tent with the fins which procured them. 
8 Therefore forgive them not. I cannot think that 
gur prophet is here imprecating divine vengeance on 
Wi: countrymen, to whom he was ſent with the mel- 
Ke before us, which might have induced them to 
nclude, that he poſſeſſed an uncharitable, vindic- 
re ſpirit. All that is meant, I ſuppaſe, is a ſolemn 
tiacation of the juſt judgments of the Almighty, 
nounced againſt his impenitent, profeſſing people, 
ke what is aſcribed to bleſſed ſpirits in heaven, who 
introduced, Saying, We give thee thanks, O 
Lord God Almighty, which art, and waſt, and art 
to come; becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great 


6 8 * ” N 
W EG: T0 


angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the 
ad that they ſhould be judged, and that thou 
ouldit give reward unto thy ſervants the prophets, 
nd to the faints, and them that fear thy name, 
mall and great, and ſhouldi/t deſtroy them which 
leſtroy the earth *.” Or we may get rid of the 
iculty in the expreſſion, by changing the 1mpe- 
Ive for the future tenſe, which the Hebrew lan- 
ve juſtly admits; and read, inſtead of forgive 
1 not, Therefore thou (O Lord) wilt not for- 
them. This paſſage hath no more difficulty in it 
! the other predictions of divine vengeance in 
acred writings, intended to warn and alarm fin- 
, to lead them to repentance, and induce them to 
trom the wrath to come. The import then of 
ſhort addreſs to God will be, Becauſe the men of 
h have grievoully tranſgreſſed againſt thee, and 
mately perſiſted in their ſins, thou wilt not par- 
ner iniquities, nor remit the puniſhment which 
tare richly deſerved ; but wilt give them to ex- 


* Rev. xi. 17, 18. 
1 | PCrienco 


power, and haſt reigned. And the nations were 
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perience what an evil thing, and bitter, it is, ty 
they have forſaken the Lord their God. As Y 
Henry juitly obſerves, This prediction refers not u 
particular perfons, many of whom repented, and yer 
pardoned, but to the body of the nation, againſt why 
an irreverſible doom was paſſed. Let us then cr. 
fully ſhun thoſe aggravated fins, which certainly 
poſe to the awful judgments of heaven, and prov 
God to execute that dreadful vengeance, which eq 
his great mercy will not avert. 


10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee inth 
duſt, for fear of the LORD, and for the gl 
of his majeſty. 


In this verſe the prophet gives good counſel to tid 
who were guilty of the fins he had mentioned. 
As the people, to whom this advice was deliverd 


could not have complied with it in its ſtricteſt fen = 
it is neceſſary to underſtand it not in the literal, = 
in the figurative and ſpiritual ſignification; which: EE 
quires to be carefully inveſtigated, that we may d yy 
cern its true meaning. There ſeems to be an obi oper 
reference to two memorable tranſactions, the one! 15 
corded in the hiſtory of Moſes, and the other in Maite: 
of Elijah, when the Lord God was about to af Fink! 
theſe eminent men awful diſplays of his divine gu- ;- 
and terrible majeſty. * Behold (faid the Lord nen 
« ſervant Moſes), there is a place by me, and it uz 
* ſhalt ſtand upon a rock. And it ſhall come to Hr 
* while my glory paſieth by, that I will put thee by : 
© clift of the rock; and will cover thee with my Etac. , 
* while I paſs by *.” That part of the hilton UA * 
Elijah to which I refer, you will find in 1 Kings xi. WM. . = 
and following verles. In alluſion to theſe great eid Aa 
Iſaiah direQs his countrymen to enter into the 1088... 


aud to hide them in the duſt. The rock in Hoy. 


* Exod. iii. 21, 23. 


1 


3 
— 
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n which Moſes ſtood, and from which he brought 
ater for the Iſraelites, we are aſſured, by an inſpired 
Eoriter, was a remarkable type of Jeſus Chriſt, Like, 

the rock, he was without external form or comeli- 
Wes; of diſtinguiſhed eminence, being higher than 

he kings of the earth, and the angels in heaven; of 
mmoveable ſtability, for the ſupport of his people; 
and affording the moſt agreeal-le ſhelter and ſafety 
rom the wrath and judgments of God. This is the | 
piritual rock into which our prophet invites the houſe Þ 
f Jacob to enter, and to have immediate recourle, 1 
hat therein they might find refuge from approaching 
alamities, and a ſhelter from the tempeſt of divine 1 
rath. Nor can we ſuppoſe this ſenſe of the direc- 10 
jon before us could appear ſurpriſing or ſtrange, to $1 
people who were taught frequently to celebrate the N 
Praiſes of jehovah in the following language: The 5 
Lord is my rock, and my fortreſs, and my deliverer: 
my God, my ſtrength, in whom I will truſt, my 
buckler, and the horn of my ſalvation, and my high 
tower “. 55 | 
Hide thee in the duſt. Duſt, you know, in the 
proper ſenſe of the word, is light, ſmall, crumbled 
arth. In times of deep humiliation, to ſignify their 
cnitence and ſorrow, the Jews were accuſtomed to 
prinkle it upon their heads, or to lie down in the duſt bw 
ſelf, of which many inſtances occur in ſcripture. it 
Vien Iſrael turned their backs before their enemies, 
051, and the elders of Iſrael, put duſt on their heads. {4 
Aer upright Job had heard and ſeen much of the 13 
lory of God, he repented in duſt and aſhes f: he 
iner threw himſelf down in the duſt, or caſt the tf 
ut and aſhes upon his head, which was conſidered 1 
a proper expreſſion of deep and ſolemn repentance. | i 
:0us were the ſymbols anciently uſed by the peni- 
ts, who mourned for their fins : they laid aſide the 4 
naments of dreſs; they put on ſackcloth; they [i 
| 
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rent their garments ; they bowed down the head like 
a bulruſt; they ſmote upon the thigh, and upon the 
breaſt ; they fat or hid themſelves in the duſt. When 


God, therefore, calls his people to hide themſelves i 


the duſt, he invites them to the exerciſe of true repent 
ance, of which this humiliating poſture exhibited ; 
proper emblem; and in this manner they were to dil 
cover the reality and pungency of their ſorrow for fin, 
and their fear of God's righteous judgments, Per. 
ſons hide themſelves, when they are afraid to apper 


\ openly on account of their miſconduct, or when the 


are anxious to enjoy ſafety from threatened danger, 
The advice then, under conſideration, ſerved to re. 
mind the people of Judah of their ſin and danger, 
and the abſolute neceſſity of thorough repentance, ac 
companied with ſuitable proofs of its truth and power, 
would they eſcape the divine veugeance.——Thek: 
are, indeed, the beſt advices that can poſſibly be 
given to ſinners, of every defcription ; nothing being 
more neceſſary to our ſafety and happineſs, thi 
fleeing to Jeſus Chriit, the rock of defence, and c 
vert from the ſtorm ; and no exerciſe more becoming 
than proſtrating ourſelves before God, in deep hun 
hation and ſelt-abaſcment, on account of all our abo 
minations. To the immediate, faithful performance 
of theſe important duties you are now earneſtly i. 
vited, by him who calls the things that are nota 
though they were: Come unto me, all ye that l. 
* bour, and are heavy laden, and I will give yo! 
« reſt *.“ © In returning, and reſt, ſhall ye be faves 

Fr fear if the Lord, and the glory of his maj{is 
What is here ſuggeſtcd, is intended to enforce il 
practice of the preceding advices. © Behold, God l 
great, and we know him not.—With God is te 
© rible majeſty. The Almighty we cannot find {ul 
out: he is excellent in power, and in judgm 
and in plenty of juſtice. Men do therefore tear % 


* Matth. xi. 28. 
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« fore him “.“ Such was the ſublime language of 
Elihu, when ſpeaking of the eternal God. The 
Lord, and the glory of his majeſty, are the proper 
objects of dread and reverence. The word tranſlated 
majeſty, is derived from one that ſignifies 0 acknow- 
Idee or celebrate : hence it is uſed to expreſs majeſty, 
greatneſs, or excellency, which require to be ſuitably 
acknowledged. The majeſty of God comprehends all 
that is worthy to be honoured, extolled, and praiſed, 
by angels and men. Majeſty originally belongs to 
God, and all the greatneſs of earthly potentates and 
princes are only ſtreams flowing from that fountain. 
The glory of divine majeſty conſiſts in its high pre- 
eminence, and diſtinguiſhed excellence, which infi- 
nitely ſurpaſſes every other grandeur, and is conſpi- 
cuous in all the perfections of God. There is a glo- 
rious majeſty in the wiſdom, power, and juſtice of 
Jehovah ; yea, in his goodneſs, love, and faithful- 
neſs: indeed, his word, his works, and particularly 
his judgments, are truly majeſtic and awful; for he 
is terrible in his doings to the children of men, and 
errible even to the kings of the earth. This glo- 
oous majeſty of Jehovah, which is moſt dreadful and 
Wrcmendous, all men, and eſpecially notorious ſin- 
ers, ought to fear. The fear of the Lord here 
r reant, is that holy, reverential awe of the Moſt 
ieh, which ought at all times to poſſeſs our minds, 


„ad regulate our conduct, in every circumſtance, bl 
nder the various diſpenſations of providence. Of 1 
„sa ſtriking inſtance is exhibited, in the man ac- il 
Wording to God's own heart, who acknowledges, i8 
08 My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid i 


_—_— OR 
— 


of thy judgments J.“ This becoming diſpoſition, 
a erciſed under awful diſplays of divine glory, in the 

ecution of righteous judgments, excites to ſolicitude 
Pr faiety from deſerved calamities, and diſpoſes care- 
eh to avoid whatever is offenſive to God, and ex- 
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poſes to his dread diſpleaſure. Senſible we are guilty 4 
creatures, juſtly meriting puniſhment, it awakens hy. 
mility and gratitude, it renders importunate in prayer, 
and makes cautious and circumipect in conduct. Con. P. 
vinced that, if we retain our pride, indulge in cove. 
touſneſs, luxury, profanity, and other iniquities, ii 
our judgments ſhall be increaſed, and our calamitie pr 


multiplied, let us learn to fear the glorious majeſty of wi 
God, to ſtand in awe, and not to fin. 5 
11 The lofty looks of man ſhall be humbled, e 


and the haughtineſs of men ſhall be bowed Wi": 
down, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in und 
that day. . that 


The prophet here foretels the certain effects of the 
dreadful judgments which God would aſſuredly in. 
flict upon proud, incorrigible ſinners, of every e. 
fcription. Theſe he again tepeats, at the 17th vert, 
in almoſt the fame words; ſo that when we have en. 
plained the verſe before us, we ſhall have alſo illu 
trated the other. Pride and haughtineſs commonly 
expreſſeth itſelf by lofty looks, and ſeldom fails to 


diſcover its influence in the countenance. It conſiſ. 


prid 
' Rata) 
men 
guiſh 
its hi 
there 
and 11 
ſonab 


eth in entertaining a high opinion of our real or {up "AY 
poſed excellencies, in ſetting up ourſelves in oppot- * ; 
tion to the authority of God, in flighting his merci - 

by ingratitude, in ſubmitting to his diſpenſations vil . 
reluctance, in deſpiſing others, whilſt we transfer i "i F 
ourſelves the honour of all we enjoy, and make ou. 
own pleaſure and profit the chief objects of purſuli they e 
It is diſcovered by affecting a pretended ſuperioriſ dizem 
above others at their expence, inſtead of eftecmun; 3 

them better than ourſelves, and allowing them 9 MH : 
praiſe us, and not our own mouths : it renders ue whe 
partial in our own favours ; and diſpoſes to Val: 


boaſting, vain glory, ambition, and ſelf-concett. i 
deed pride is ſuch a radical, comprehenſive evil 'i 
it Will hardly ſubmit to the limits of a N 

N Aſha 
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Aſnamed of itſelf, on ſome pretence or other, it al- 
ways aſſumes the maſk of humility. If it blow the 
trumpet, it is that the poor may be relieved; if it 
| put on gay attire, it is only for the fake of faſhion ; 
if it cenſure others, the ſubject is introduced by com- 
mendations ; if it aim at higher ſtation, it is under 
pretence that God, or men, may be ſerved; and 
when it enters ſociety, it aſſumes a ſupercilious beha- 


viour, and diſcovers an eager anxiety to obtain ap- 


plauſe, whilſt it often artfully returns the commenda- 
tions received, that they may be got with the greater 
advantage when they rebound. Thus, under the vail 
of humility, pride endeavours to impoſe upon God, 
and to deceive men; and therefore it is declared, 
that it . 

Shall be humbled, and bowed down. How ſhort- 
lived, how unreaſonable, how miſchievous a thing is 
pride! Deſtitute of all foundation, it aims to ſupport 

itſelf upon nothing. High birth, large eſtate, im- 
nenſe riches, extenſive knowledge, the moſt diſtin- 
WH quiſhed gifts, and elevated ſtation, cannot vindicate 
its high pretenſions, or gratify its vaſt demands; and 


and importance. Nor is it leſs miſchievous than unrea- 
unable. It hath proved the ruin of mankind; it 
„hach divided the church; it hath ſeparated intimate 
friends; it hath bred contention in ſuperiors ; it hath 
town diſcord among brethren, and excited the con- 
tempt of inferiors. Now, as Solomon long ago ob- 
ſerred, A man's pride ſhall bring him low *.” God 
icattereth the proud in the imagination of their heart: 
they dream of an imaginary greatneſs, the aggran- 
Uzement of their families, the increaſe of their for- 
tunes, the extent of their reputation, and the glory of 
ther achievements. Walking in this vain ſhew, he, 
to whom a proud heart, and even a high look, are an 
abonunation, © beholds every one that is proud, and 


® Prov. iu. 23. 


© abaſes 


therefore it is maintained by an imaginary greatneſs 
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* abaſes him: he looks upon every one that is loft 
and brings him low.“ He reſiſteth the proud. The 
word denotes, he ſets himſelf as in battle-array again 
them, and ſends forth his wrath among them: he 
treads down the wicked in their place; he hides them 
in the duit together; and, thus executing the judy. 
ment here foretold, he declares himſelf to be the Al. 
mighty God, to whom vengeance belongeth.——Þe. 
ware then of pride and haughtineſs, which commonly 
go before a fall, and expoſe to moſt awful judgments, 
many inſtructive initances of which are recorded in 
ſcripture. When the heart of Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, was lifted up, he was depoſed from his 
kingdom : when Pharaoh, king of Egypt, was hard. 
ened in pride, it proved his deſtruction, and that of 
his mighty hoſt: when Herod, the king, was elated by 
vain applauſe, he was cut off by a ſhocking calamity: 

the king of Tyre, whoſe heart was lifted up, was caſt 
to the ground; and on account of the pride and lotty 
looks of the men of Judah, they were brought low. 
Let us then hear, and fear, and do no more pre- 
ſumptuoully. Is with 

And the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day, 


The word tranſlated exalt, ſignifies to elevate to an 12 

inacceſſible height, and to to eſtabliſh in an exalted yon 

ſtate, as that no power whatever can moleſt or bring pon 
low. It is therefore, with peculiar propriety, applied W;c1;c1 
to expreſs the high exaltation of Jehovah. The glo- 2 

rious diſplays which are given of the perfections of In th 
God, in abaſing the proud, ſhall make them know, Meme. 
that, wherein they deal proudly, Jehovah is far above Wore cl 
them; and ſhall excite men, of every deſcription, Mom 
highly to extol the name, the glory, and the works Herd of 
of the Almighty. Indeed, there is not any work of u A] 
God which tends more to his honour and exaltation, e pride 
than humbling the proud, and exalting the lowly; pose 
and in this he ſeems to take peculiar pleaſure. Hence elouſl 


our bleſſed Saviour's maxim, Whoſoever exalictl 


* himſelf, ſhall be abaſed; and he that humble 
« himſel 


bl 
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W himſelf, ſhall be exalted *.“ Accordingly it is fore- 
Wold, that when God doth this, people ſhall magnify 
End extol him, by entertaining elevated appreheniions 
r his infinite majeſty, and exerciſing ſuitable affec- 
Fons toward him, fearing him who pours contempt 
upon princes, truſting in him in whom is everlaſting 
ſ:rength, and loving him in whoſe favour there is 
life, They ſhall alſo exalt the Lord, by celebrating 
he praiſes of his divine excelleficies with gratitude 
nd joy, and by ſuch a conduct as may give the molt 
enſible and lively repreſentation of God; beginning, 
arrying on, and ending all their buſineſſes in him; 
aking his love the principle, his law the rule, 
nd his glory the end of all their actions. The 
aſon marked out for the accompliſhment of this 
rent, is that day, wherein Jehovah, by terrible judg- 


nd every high thing that exalteth itſelt againſt the 
nowledge of God. Be thou exalted, O God, 
above the heavens: and thy glory above all the 
earth; that thy beloved may be delivered: ſave 
with thy right hand, and anſwer me+. 


1 For the day of the Lord of hoſts Hall be 
on every one that is proud and lofty, and 
oon every one that is lifted up, and he ſhall be 
v Woh low. 

)- | 

f In this, and the four following verſes, the awful 


egments threatened in the preceding verſe, are 


ere clearly explained, with reſpect to the objects on 
„om they were to be inflicted. The day of the 
aof hoſts denotes, that ſolemn ſeaſon wherein he 


ould appear in terrible majeſty, effectually humbling 
e pride of haughty ſinners. The time fixed for this 
pole is called a day, becauſe God was then to be 
coul exalted, his power and righteouſneſs conſpi- 


* Luke xiv, 11. I Pal. cviii. 5, 6. 
X cuouſly 


nents, ſhall bring down the pride of haughty men, 
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though he is pleaſed to employ them to effectuate lu 


upon the mean, the poor, and the weak, but up" 
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cuouſly diſplayed, his juſtice in inflicting predic 


calamities acknowledged, which was to be followe 
by the diſmal darknefs of night. Such a ſeaſon is en. 
phatically deſcribed in ſcripture, as the day of the 
Lord's anger“, a day of calamity and viſitation, 
and the day of the Lord's vengeance f. "To rende 
the deſcription more terrible, it is ſaid to be the de 
of the Lord of hoſts. All the creatures in the un. 
verſe are the hoſts or armies of Jehovah : angels, whi 
excel in ſtrength; the fun, the moon, and the itar;; 
the thunder, and the lightning; the wind, the hai, 
and the rain; the ſtorm, and the tempeſt ; the mol 


inſignificant inſects, ſuch as the flies, and tlie, cate. 3 
pillars; yea, the ſand of the ſea, and the duſt of or 
earth. Theſe are the mighty hoſts of God: they av]... . 
ſubje& to his command : they exactly obey his oi... 
ders, and execute his pleaſure. Earthly princes har ut 
their armies, to protect their perſons, to defend ther... 
ſubjects, to ſecure their dominions; they have to bity, 


aſliſt their allies, and to eſtabliſh their authority; f 
that all their power is derived from others. Where 
the Lord of hoſts is perfectly independent of all tu 


armies, who derive all their power from him; and 


purpoſes, he is their ſtrength, and their defence 
How dreadful then, beyond defcription, mult be tit 
day of the Lord of hoſts, whoſe armies, and inſt 
ments of deſtruction, are as numerous as the anye 
of God, the ſtars of heaven, the men in the world 
the beaſts of the field, the fowts of the air, and iis 
ſand of the ſea! This is the day here foretold, whuc! 

Shall be upon every one that is proud and lefty, di 
upon every one that is lifted up, and he fhall be bro 


159 
/cww. It is not faid, that the day of the Lord ſhall 51 
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very one that is lifted up, from whatever cauſe f 
dlevation may proceed. Is it perſonal ſtrength, ! 


Lam. ii. 22. + Jer. Ari. 21. + Jer. xlri. 1% 
ol, 
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gour, and firmneſs of conſtitution, with which he is 

E clated ? Though he be among the ſons of the mighty, 
Iſtrong as the children of Anak, the weakneſs of God 
Iis ſtronger than men; before the Almighty, he is 
only as a graſshopper, and is eaſily cruſhed as the 
moth. Is it courage and fortitude, which hath ren- 

WE {cred him valiant, and made his heart as the heart of 
lion? He who ſaith to them that are of a fearful 
"WE heart, be ſtrong, can quickly deprive him of his cou- 
nge, and render him timorous and faint-hearted, ſo 
ss do tremble at the ſhaking of a leaf. Is it riches 
and wealth, which are reckoned a ſtrong tower, a de- 
fence, and the ſinews of ſtrength ? The day of the 
Lord ſhall blow upon them, and they ſhall paſs away 
as the flower of the field, or an eagle flying toward 
heaven. Is it honour and renown, that hath lift him 
up to the pinnacle of earthly glory? God, who over- 
hroweth the mighty, ſhall bring down all that dig- 
pity, on account of which he highly valued himſelf, 
and reduce him to the moſt humiliating condition, — 
Hiſtory, ſacred and profane, confirms the truth of 
his prediction, which hath been verified in number- 
les inſtances. Zedekiah, king of Judah, deprived 
his royal dignity, of his ſons, who were ſlain be. 
ore his eyes, and then of his eye-fight, was bound in 
etters of braſs, and carried to Babylon. Bajazet, 
he emperor of Turkey, was bound with fetters of 
bold, by the victorious Tamerlane, and carried along 
vith him in his march through Afia, in an iron cage, 
an object of ridicule, Henry V. emperor of Ger- 
any, was reduced to ſuch poverty, that he went to 
be great church which he himſelf had built at Spires, 
Ing the place of a choriſter, to keep him from 
avg. When the day of the Lord thus brings 
bonn the great and the lofty, let not mean men, who 
re proud and haughty, imagine they ſhall eſcape; 
ut remember, that he who humbleth the princes of 
© earth, will not ſuffer the people to paſs unpuniſh- 
„ Let us then praiſe, and honour, and extol 
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© the King of heaven, all whoſe works are truth, an, 
bis ways judgment, and thoſe that walk in pride he 
is able to abale *. 


13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, th 
are high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks 0 
Baſhan. 


In this, and the three following verſes, we have! 
ſtrikiug inſtance of that peculiar way of writing, tre 
quenitly uſed by the prophets, in which they exhibit 
things divine, ſpiritual, and moral, by images take 
trom things natural, artificial, and hiſforical. Cedar. 
trees are remar kable for their great height, the almoſt 
incorruptibility and agreeable flavour of their timber: 
on theſe, and other accounts, they are called in ſcriy 
ture, goodly cedars, and cedars of God. Lebandn 
was a mountain in Canaan, famous for its beau 
ty, height, and fruitfulneſs; and had its name pro. 
bably from its white appearance, occaſioned by tis 
white frankincenſe which it produced, and the fnos 
which continued to lie long on 1ts ſummit. By the 
cedars of Lebanon, in the allegorical language 
prophecy, are meant the kings and princes of Judahj, 
who were elevated to great dignity, who ſeemed t 
be eſtabliſhed in perpetual authority, and afforded a 
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agreeable ſhade of protection to their ſubjects.— 15 
The oak-tree, you know, is eſteemed on account Nerv 
the ſtrength, the fir mneſs, and durableneſs of i : 

wood, and the extenfive ſpread of its branches The. 
Baſhan was a very fruitful country, ſituated beyone lan 
Jordan, of which Og, the giant, was once the king; alt to 
and afterward it became part of the inheritance ir fe 
the half tribe of Manaſſeh. It was remarkable u keep 
the fertility of its ſoil, the excellence of its catile, 1 
ſtatelineſs of its trees, and the gigantic ſtature of i Pproac 


inhabitants. The oaks of Baſhan then, in a metaphi ite u 


* Dan, iv. 37. | + See 2 Chron. xxv. 18. 
| TICK 
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ical ſenſe, denote the great and mighty kings, and 
[princes ot the higheſt rank, who were eſteemed on 
account of their power and influence. 


14 And upon all the high mountains, and 
upon all the hills /h, are lifted up. 


The land of Canaan, poſſeſſed by the people to whom 
iah delivered this prophecy, abounded with moun- 
tains and hills, which are repeatedly mentioned in 
the Bible; ſuch as Hermon, Gilead, Tabor, and o- 
tiers. By the mountains and hills here intended, we 
may underitand their inhabitants who poſſeſſed the 
igher and more inacceſſible parts of the country, on 
hom divine judgments were to be executed for their 
ns, in the approaching awful day of the Lord, as 
rell as on thole who inhabited the lower grounds, 
zhich were more eaſily approached. Or rather, by 
he high mountains and lofty hills, are intended king- 
ioms, republics, ſtates, and cities, which, like moun- 
ans, ſeem to be immoveably eſtabliſhed, and elevated 
poove cthers in the enjoyment of the moſt important 
alvantages. The words, in their figurative ſenſe, 
cem capable of either of theſe meanings; in both 
juch they are uſed in other paſſages of ſcripture. 


5 And upon every high tower, and upon 
very tenced wall. 


There were a conſiderable number of towers in 
he land of Ifrael and Judah. Some of them were 
alt tor the benefit of ſhepherds, when looking after 


: keeping vineyards, that they might lodge there, 
ad from thence have an opportunity of obſerving the 
proach of danger. Theſe laſt are called the towers 
Lite watchmen *. There were alſo high towers, in- 
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tended as a kind of citadels or fortreſſes, common} 
built on high grounds, for places of ſafety and defence 
in time of war and invaſion. Of this fort was the 
tower of Penuel, and others; and, in alluſion to th: 
comfortable retreat enjoyed? in theſe, the royal poet thy: 
ſpeaks with triumph, God is my high tower“. 


Ihe fenced walls, next mentioned, were the wall lt 
built for defence around houſes, cities, or fortreſſs, al 
to ſecure them from the inroads of enemies, and th: Hon 
attacks of fraud and violence. Theſe ſhould prove ud 
utterly inſufficient to afford ſhelter in the dreadful diy, har, 
of the Lord, when diſtreſs and calamity was to heir 
univerſal, In the metaphorical ſenſe of the exprel nd. 
fions, we may underſtand them as ſignifying vie 
counſellors, able ſtateſmen, and military officers, who iP =7> 
are the ee and e of their country. and 

- dy a 

16 And upon all the ſhips of Ta arſhiſh, and Pat! 
upon all the pleaſant pictures. 1 85 =p 
ey 


| Vicious are the opinions of interpreters reſpectigg lr 
Tarſhiſh, the recital of which might rather perpaf ns 
than edify you; and therefore I ſhall not ſtay to mean 


tion them, and the arguments whereby they are up ich V 
ported. Some learned writers have agreed, tut. 
Tarſhiſh is Tarteſſus, a city of Spain, ſituated at th hat f 
mouth of the river Betis. This place was once a mol Pls f 
celebrated mart, or trading city, frequented ancient” © 
by thePhenicians, ho convey ed from thence ſilver and * 
gold, with which it then abounded. It proved one piii 
cipal ſource of wealth to Judea, and the neighbouring Pp 
kingdoms. As the inhabitants enjoyed a very extel * 5 
five and lucrative trade, they muſt have had at fe 2 
many large veſſels, employed i in carrying various a: 15 1 
ticles of commerce. In the allegorical language d oy th 
prophecy, works of art and invention may here be = 


intended; or rather, the merchants enriched by con 


* Pſal. xviii. 2. 
merc 
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W.nerce, and abounding with the Inxuries of life. 
nd upon all pleaſant picturer. When the Lord ſpake 
Junto Moſes in the plains of Moab, he commanded 
him to peak thus unto the children of Iſrael; Ye 
. hall drive out all the inhabitants of the and from 
before you, and deſtroy all their pictures, and de- 
E {troy all their molten images, and quite pluck down 
all their high places “.“ Notwith! tanding this order 
from Heaven, they made themſelves pleaſant pictures, 
nd images of various kinds, all of which were to 
b\:re in the deſtruction of the day of the Lord. In 
their figurative ſenſe, they may denote the beautics 
and elega:: cies which refined delicacy, and the culti- 
ation of the different arts, had introduced; or ra- 
her, thoſe who were moſt admired as perſons of taſte 
and diſcernment. The prophet, having ſhewn, 
by an inſtructive variety of figurative expreſſions, 
bat the judgments of God were to be very widely 
pxtended, even to all the proud and haughty, though 
hey might appear in their own view, and in that of 
heir admirers, goodly as the cedars in Lebanon, 
rong as the oaks of Baſhan, immoveable as the 
nountains, impregnable as high towers, encompaſſed 
rich walls of defence, rich as the merchant ſhips, and 
jeautiful as the fineſt pictures, proczeds to declare 
hat ſhould be the effects of the day of the Lord.-— 
his ſubject inſtructs Us, that neither dignity of ſta- 
Pon, eminence of place, human policy. or power, 

an afford fatety from divine judgments. Neither 
ragth nor courage, horſe nor bow, forts nor trea- 
res, can exempt men from feeling the effects of 
od's deterved diipleaſure. Though they hide them- 
ves in Carmel, or in the bottom of the ſea; though 
ey dig down to hell, or climb up to heaven; though 
en their enemies ſhew them favour ; ; the Almighty 

All find them out, and puniſh them for ys trant- 
ſellon . Be wiſe now therefore, O ye kings: 


Numb. xxx11. 52. 
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be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve th 
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Ki 
the Son, leſt he be angry, and ye perifh from th: 


way, when his wrath is kindled but a little: ble. 
fed are all they that put their truſt in him“. 


17 And the loftineſs of man ſhall be bows! 
down, and the haughtinets of men ſhall be mad: 
low: and the LORD alone ſhall be exalted !. 
that dav. | | 


By the repetition of what was aſſerted in the 110 
verſe, the infallible certainty of divine judgments, and 


their extenſive influence, is inculcated as a ſubject de 19 
mandins moſt ſerious attention. The day of the Ia 


Lord, to which theſe predictions ſeem to refer, and 
in which, we ſuppoſe, they received their accompliſh 
ment, was the remarkable ſeaſon wherein God ex: 
cuted terrible judgments by Nebuchadnezzar, kin! 
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which appears, from the prophetical writings, to hat 
been a time in which the moſt grievous calamitis 
were felt. According to the word of the Lord Gd 
of Iſrael, by the prophet Jeremiah, He took ava 
the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladneſs, th 
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bridz 
the ſound of the milſtones, and the light of ti 


0} unce 
candle. And the whole land became a delolation, . ay 
and an altor:ithment 5.” Thus faid the Lord Goin. ©, 
by the prophet Ezekiel, © Howl ye, wo worth 02. na. 


day. For the day is near, even the day of tht 
Lord is near, a cloudy day, it ſhall be the time d 
© the heathen f.“ And Zephaniah, ſpeaking of tit 
levere judgments which were to be inflicted at tk 
period referred to, gives the following affecting d 
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jcription: © The great day of the Lord is near, it Go 
& * ho - þ 
« near, and haſteth greatly, even the voice of s .. 


fal. ii. 1 IT; T Jer. xxv. IO, 11. 1 Ezck. $5 25 
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day of the Lord : the mighty man ſhall cry there bit- 
terly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble 
Ind diſtreſs, a day of waſteneſs and deſolation, a 
day of darkneſs and gloomineſs, a day of clouds and 
Stick darkneſs “. Then were remarkably fulfil- 
Ed the ſeveral predictions we have been conſidering : 


e princes of the houſe of David, and many other 


lings, kingdoms, and ſtates, were greatly diſtreſſed; 
prtified cities and towns were diſmantled; countel- 
rs, military officers, were greatly humbled ; and the 
ws loſt the independence of their government. 


18 And the idols he ſhall utterly aboliſh. 


In the day of vengeance, God would totally extir- 
ate the gods, who had not made the heaven and the 
th. The Jews were to be fully convinced of 
e folly and wickedneſs of that idolatry, to which, 
rough many ages, they had been ſhametully ad- 
cted, notwithſtanding the reproots they had fre- 
ently received: in conſequence of which, they 
ould treat their idols with the utmoſt contempt, ex- 
rminate them from their land, and return to the 
orſhip and ſervice of the God of Abraham. This 
ediction was remarkably verihed at their return 
om captivity at Babylon, when they effectually re- 
unced the ſervice of ſtrange gads, and were com- 


ay cured of their idolatrous practices. Though 
ee of chem might afterward tall into idolatry, yet 
1 e nation, as a nation, never returned to it any 
it's 


L 78 
12 


-Scnſible that, by eſtrangement from God, 
hall prove the inſtruments of our own miſery, 
d bring on ourſelves certain deſtruction, let us flee 
m idolatry, and keep ourſelves from idols. Con- 
ceu that our true happineſs conſiſts in the favour 
vod, in communion with him, and the enjoyment 
lud approbation, let us throw down thoſe idols we 
> 4 
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may have ſet up in our hearts; ſaying, with a not 
indignation, as Ephraim of old, What have l ay 
more to do with idols *? 


19 And they ſhall go into the holes of th 
rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for fen 
of the LoRD, and for the glory of his majeſy, 
when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earth. 


This verſe deſcribes the terror and conſternatin 
with which the houſe of Jacob ſhould be ſeized, wha 
they beheld the majeſty of God diſplayed in the exc 
tion of the dreadful judgments already mentioned. 
The prophet had directed them to the only prope 
expedient for obtaining ſafety from approaching dar. 
ger ; namely, to enter into the rock, and hide then 
in the duſt, Foreſeeing they would reject his counte| 
he informs them of the mean ſhifts they ſhould tab 
when, through flavith fear, they would ſeek for re 


vho 
Dlfh 
fu 


fuge where it was not to be found. The land ines 

Judea abounded with mountains and rocks, which t e. 

the inhabitants improved as places of defence in ti eript 

of war and danger, by cutting holes, and making lis u 
verns, into which they might retire from their e Hende 

mies. Hence we read in the book of Judges, Ti: Cre u 

© becauſe of the Midianites (into whoſe hands Hie 1 

Lord delivered them for ſeven years), the chilraonne 

© of Iſrael made them the dens which are in r cz 

mountains, and caves, and ſtrong holds +.” in 

in the hiſtory of David's perſecution, under the ! gh p 

vernment of Saul, we are informed, That in kin; 

wilderneſs of Engedi there was a cave fo large, 1", the 

David, and ſix hundred men, hid themfelves in Med, 

fides of it, whilſt Saul entered its mouth without ed 

ceiving them f. To theſe they had recourſe in nere 

of danger, as we ſee, 1 Sam. xiii. 6. © When the Tuctio 

* of lirac] ſaw that they were in a ſtrait (for the pq" 15 
| UiC It 


| > 5 a | Fi E: 
* Tloiea xiv. 8. + Judges xvi. 2. + 3 Sam. piace 
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were diſtreſſed), then the people did hide them- 


ſelves in caves, and in thickets, and in rocks, and in 
that to go into the holes of the rocks, and the caves 


uread, ariſing from the view of impending danger, 
with which the wicked, hypocritical, and profane 
ould be ſeized, on beholding the bright difplays of 
divine majeſty and conſummate righteouſneſs, in the 
puniſhment of tranſgreflors. Then ſhould they ſeek 
for ſafety in the moſt abject manner, by the ſame in- 
plorious methods they had tried in times of former 
public calamity. Such were the unſucceſsful expe- 
lients to which ſinners were to reſort, in the ſeaſon 
ff approaching calamity. 


When God ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earth. God 


liſhed the world by his wiſdom, when he executes 
ful judgments upon impenitent tranſgreſſors, ſome- 


ies actually ſhakes the earth, and cauſes it to tremble; 


ff which ſome remarkable inſtances are recorded in 
cripture. Whatever natural cauſes are aſſigned for 
his wonderful phenomenon, it certainly affords a ſtu- 
dendous diſplay of almighty power. The words be- 
cre us, I apprehend, muſt be underſtood in a figura- 
ve ſenſe, which ſeems to be moſt ſuitable to the 
onnection in which they ſtand. By the earth then 
s meant, empires, kingdoms, and ſtates, formed by 
5 inhabitants for eſtabliſhing order and government, 
ud promoting their common intereſts, And the 
azing of theſe intimates, that, at the period referred 
0, the nations of the world ſhould be violently agi- 
acd, and terrible commotions excited, by the threat- 
ned judgments of Heaven. A ſimilar prediction is 
Elvered by our prophet, when foretelling the de- 
fruction of Babylon by the Medes, which muſt in 
Le manner be interpreted ; Therefore I will ſhake 
e heavens, and the earth ſhall remove out of her 
Pace jn the wrath of the Lord of hoſts, and in the 
* day 


* high places, and in pits.” From all which we learn, 


Lf the earth, were the effects of conſternation and 


ho hath made the earth by his power, and eſta- 
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day of his fierce anger“. As here foretold, i 
actually came to paſs in the Jewiſh nation, and neigh 
bouring kingdoms, when . God, by means of Ne. 
buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, made the earth as i 


were to quake. Such events may juſtly alarm the th. 
wicked, and fill them with conſternation and dread; WW cr 
whilſt the hearts of the righteous, truſting in th by 
Lord, are eſtabliſhed in the bleſſed proſpect of tha ide 
kingdom which cannot be ſhaken. wh 
car 
20 In that day a man ſhall caſt his idols na: 
filver, and his idols of gold, which they made, Ep 
each one for himſelf to p to the moles, id 
and to the bats. (cry. 
Theſe words farther deferive the terror that was 0 2 
fill the minds of idolaters, at the time when God he 
would avenge his injured majeſty. At that period i Log 
ſhould frequently happen, that a man addicted to idols Me a. 
try, ſenſible of his folly and danger, would throw away 
the idols he had honoured, and in which he had W 
truſted, with every ſymptom of contempt and abhe- Nerve 
rence. Like a perſon once deprived of reafon, bu be ſa 
happily reſtored to the right uſe of it, who caſts avayMords 
the trifles with which he was formerly amuſed, he re Meing 
jects with ſcorn and deteſtation thoſe dead 1dois, Wi by ( 
which he reckons his diſgrace, no leſs than his crime 
that he had fooliſhly regarded, With determine 22 
purpoſe that he will never have any farther conne-WWc 2:1 
tion with them, however valuable the materials d 
which they were compoſed, he caſts them to the mo Ibis 
and to the bats: he throws them into obſcure Mert of 
dark places, ſuch as are frequented by theſe cer educti 
tures. Aſhamed of the confidence he placed in then jult, : 
and the worſhip he offered them, and convinced e prid 
their utter inſufficiency to afford him the leaſt ſecuri)Miolt ele 
from evil, or to contribute to his ſafety and happineh Flt to 


* Iſaiah xiii. 13. 
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he ſhall treat them as the moſt baſe and contemptible 
W objccts, unworthy of being again brought to view. — 
his, my brethren, repreſents to us what ought to be 
our conduct. Something beſide God hath poſſeſſed 
chat place in our hearts which ought to have been re- 
ſerved for the living and true God; and that object, 
by whatſoever name it is diſtinguiſhed, is properly au 
idol. Let us then reject with diſdain all thoſe idols 
which have uſurped the throne of our hearts; and 
earneſtly pray, that the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh 
may effectually diſpoſe and enable us to ſay, with 
Ephraim of old. What have I to do any more with 
idols? and to return with dutiful affection to the 
ſervice and obedience of our higheſt Lord. 


21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into 
the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the 
[.08D, and for the glory of his majeſty, when 
ge ariſeth to ſhake terribly the earth. 


What was ſaid in illuſtration of the 19th, may 
erve to explain this verſe, the expreſſions being nearly 


he ſame. I only remark, on the repetition of the 
7 Words, what Joſeph ſaid concerning Pharaoh's dream 
te. eing doubled, It is becauſe the thing is eſtabliſhed 


by God, and God will ſhortly bring it to paſs “. 


| 22 Ceaſe ye from man whoſe breath 7s in his 
oſtrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of? 


rt of the prophetical diſcourſe, and ſerves as an in- 
oduction to that which followeth. The inference 
jult, and the advice is peculiarly ſeaſonable. Since 
e pride of man ſhall be humbled, and thoſe of the 
ol elevated rank brought tow, this conſideration 


aht to call us off from depending on ſuch a trail, 


* Gene. Kli. 32. 
nncertain 


This very momentous admonition concludes this 
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uncertain creature. You may be ſurpriſed when | 
tell you, that ſome Chriſtian interpreters are of op. 
nion, that the Man Chriſt Jeſus 1s here tende 
and that the Jews, to whom our prophet Was ſent, 
are admontſhed to beware of injuring: and abuſing t 
him, when he ſhould appear in the faſhion of a man, 4 
and the form of a ſervant. Though I highly relpec 1 
the names and abilities of theſe writers, | cannot WF # 
agree with them in explaining this verſe, as I perceire 
nothing ſaid in it peculiar to the character of the 
Man is the object from which we are 
directed to ceaſe. What is man? The ſcripture, by 
various humbling compariſons, repreſents, in a moi 
affecting manner, the feebleneſs of our nature, and 
the meanneſs of our condition. To this inquiry God 
himſelf replies, * Duſt thou art, and to duft ſhal 
thou return.“ Our prophet anſwers, All fleſhy 
„ graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the flower 
of the field. The graſs withereth, the flower fadeth; 
* becauſe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon i:: 
< ſurely the people is graſs *.“ And the other imſpird 
writers unite in giving ſimilar deſcriptions of the tral 
ty of man, whom they pronounce to be * altogethe 


© lighter than vanity g', which hath no real exiſtence: .. 
whom they liken to a ſhadow f, which quickly Clap foie 
pears ; and to a worm , for meannels of original, and noſe 
liableneſs to danger: yea, whole nations are count likc 
before God as lets than nothing, and vanity. Tho 
the human body is the molt. e workmanll un In t] 
beautifully proportioned, and firmly connected; all '* - 
the human mind, poſſeſſed of aſtoniſhing powers, i Og 
capable of being enriched with extenſive knowledge = 
and amiable diſpoſitions ; yet all theſe may be ſudde g 
ly unpaired or doſtroyed. From man, therefor 1 
we are directed to ceaſe, The word ſignifies, 17% now, 
oe r, to dej;jt, or abſtain from. The expreſlon 1s ag 4 
| 
* Iſaiah xl. 6, 7. + Pal. Ixii. 9. + Job ui 'p 

roy 
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complete; and, to render the ſenſe full, requires 
ſome word to be ſupplied. From the connection and 
Jdeſign of the direction, we ſuppoſe its meaning to be 
fully expreſſed thus: Ceaſe from depending upon, or 
truſting in man. Solomon delivers an excellent ad- 
vice in his book of Proverbs, in the ſame manner as 
here: © Ceaſe from thine own wiſdom * ;* i. e. abſtain 
from truſting and depending upon it. In the ſame 
ſenſe of the word, we are required to refrain from 
truſting in man, however great, wiſe, or powerful 
he may be; and to deſiſt from overvaluing ourſelves 
on account ot our connection with ſuch men, or the 
Tintereſt we may have in their friendſhip. This dan- 
gerous practice, into which we are naturally apt to 
run, we are repeatedly cautioned againſt in the word 
of God; particularly by the royal pſalmiſt: Put not 
* your truſt in princes, nor in the fon of man, in 
* whom there 1s no help. His breath gocth forth, 
© he returneth to his earth. In that very day his 
thoughts periſh f.“ Great men, you oblerve, are 
there eſpecially mentioned, becauſe we are moſt ready 
to idolize them. Let us beware then of neglect- 
ing this neceflary counſel, and expoſing ourſelves to 
the awful curſe which God hath denounced againſt 
thoſe who truſt in man, and make fleſh their arm, 
wnole heart departeth from the Lord. He ſhall be 
like the heath in the deſert, and ſhall not ſee when 
good cometh, but ſhall inhabit the parched places 
in the wilderneſs, a falt land and not inhabited t.” 
wo motives are ſuggeſted in the following words, 
o enlorce compliance with this friendly admonition. 
hoe breath is in his no/trils. The life of man, re- 
ulting from the union of ſoul and body, is preſerved by 
cans of reſpiration or breathing. The breath, you 
ow, is continually going out and coming in at the 
zoltrils, fituated at the extremity of the face; and at 
ele doors, as we may call them, it is ever going 


* Prov. xxlil. 4. 1 Pfal. cxlvi. 3, Jer | xvi. 6. 
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and returning like one ready to depart, whilft we are 
uncertain but every breath may be the laſt. This 
repreſents man to be altogether an improper object a 
Beſides, he is a mean and 
inconſiderable creature; for wherein is be to be at. 
counted of. Originally he was indeed of no ſmall 
account, when made after the image of God, a litil 
lower than the angels, crowned with glory and ho- 
nour, and inveſted with dominion over inferior crez. 
tion. But by his apoſtacy from God, he is non 
become like the beaſts that periſn, expoſed ta death, 
in the moſt extenſive and awful ſenſe of the world, 
And notwithſtanding the Almighty is graciouly 
pleaſed, by his Son and Spirit, to repair the ruins of 
the apoſtacy, with refpe& to multitudes, yet, viewing 
man in his beſt eſtate, we aſk, Wherein is he to b 
accounted of? Formed of the duſt of the earth, 
enfeebled by his revolt from God, depraved by bad 
principles and habits, ſubjected to continual change 
and of himſelf inſufficient for performing what is rl 
good, he cannot poſſibly be a proper object of truf 
and confidence. How mean our original! How tral 
Our condition! How ſinful our conduct! Every thing 

in us, and belonging to us, is ſuited to abaſe: in ui 
dwelleth no good thing: mifery is in all our ways: 

vanity is inſcribed on all our enjoyments; whilit we 


Are continually varying, and ever ſubject to diilolution, 


Aware then of man's inſignificance, and utter inf 
ficiency to prove a ſtay and ſupport, let us refrain iron 


placing our dependence upon him; and truſt in th 


Lord Jehovah, in whom is ever laſting ſtrength, ut 
changeable love, and invariable fidelity. © 1505 0 
, Lord, wilt Keep him in perfect peace whole n indi 
; ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee.” 

The predictions we have now been confidering. * 
ceived their literal fulfilment in the day of the Lot 
wherein the Almighty executed terrible judgment 
by Nel buchadnezzar, king of Babylon, upon the pr 


and idolatrous Jews. That remarkable period we 
{16 
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aer only as a figure of what is emphatically called, 
Ine great and terrible day of the Lord, which ſhall 
Wy low every one that is proud and haughty, and 
Pring down every thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
&lory of God and his Son ; wherein idolaters and idols 
all be totally exterminated, angels ſhall remove from 
the kingdom of God all things that offend, and them 
hat do iniquity, and Jehovah alone ſhall be exalted. 
et us improve the partial accompliſhment of theſe 
rophecies, for eſtabliſhing our faith in the word of 
od; and for encouraging our expectations in the 
ther, and ſtill more glorious completion of the 
reat events here foretold, in their full extent. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS, 


| * this chapter the prophet foretels the approachin 
direful calamities which were to be inflicted up 
Judah and Jeruſalem on account of their fins; ſo 
of which are particularly mentioned. He been 
by informing them, that they ſhould be deprived: F 
the.ſupports of life, and good government; in con 
quence of which, they ſhould fall into the utmoſt d 
order and confuſion, as the juſt puniſhment of tha 
iniquities, and impudence in finning againſt f 
Lord, verſe 1.—9. After which, comfortable! 
ſurance is given to the righteous, that, notwithſtan 
ing the extenſive threatened judgments, they ſhoy 
enjoy ſafety, whilſt the wicked ſuffered deſerved 
ſtruction, verſe 10. and 11. To juſtify the dim 
procedure, the predicted miſeries are declared 
ariſe, in a ſpecial manner, from the oppreſſion an 
covetouſneſs of their rulers, with whom Iſaiah wand 
| expoſtulates in the name of God, verle 12.—15. 
it Ihe haughty daughters of Zion are then threata 
li! with being ſtript "of all the coſtly ornaments ui 
Tis which they were accuſtomed to adorn themſelves, 
| that their condition ſhould be totally reverſed, vet 
| 16.—24. The chapter concludes by declariy 
0 that the terrible devaſtation to be made by the ſv 
. was to be attended with mourning and lamentati 
| verſe 25. and 26. and verſe 1. of chap. iv. 


III. 


CHAT: 


"OR behold, the Lord, the 1025 of he 


doth take away from Jeruſalem, and! 10 
Judah, the ſtay and the ſtaff, the whole fh 
bread, and the whole ſtay of Water. 


boar; erbt 181 


The omniſcient God, having predicted, by the 
W prophet, the awful judgments he was about to execute 
uron the idolatrous, the proud, and the haughty, 
W-:-occeds to foretel the certain and ſudden deſtruction 
of the Jewiſh ſtate. The word for, in the beginning 
of the verſe, ſeems to connect this prediction with 
the dere one, to which it has an intimate rela- 
tion. The ſubject is introduced with great ſolemnity 
And es Behold, the Lord, c. Attentively 
conſider the important, intereſting matters I am now 
going to deſcribe, which juſtly merit your ſerious re- 
gard. The Lord of hoſts, whom you have highly 
provoked by your fins ; who brought all things into 
exiſtence, and continually upholds them in being, by 
he word of his power ; who ruleth in heaven, and on 
darth, according to his pleaſure; who gives law to 
the univerſe, and preſides over the nations, and who 
hath unqueſtionable right to puniſh proud tranſ- 
retlors; this almighty Lord declares, he doth take 


abitants of the towns and country of Judea, the ſtaff 
t bread, and ſtay of water. Though the profeſſing 
copie of God, they were become extremely corrupt 
and wicked, and therefore obnoxious to the moſt ter- 
ible calamitics. The ſtay aud the ſtaff may de- 
ote, any thing uſed as a mean of ſupport, to prevent 
dne fro m falling. The Jewiſh nation, at this time, may 
conſidered as repreſented by an old building, ready 
o fall into ruin, to prevent which many props. had 
een added. Theſe ſupports on which it leaned, that 
Fre derived from the authority, the prudence, and 
ortitude of its leading men, God threatens to re- 
love; in conſequence of which, the ſtate ſhould as 
ertainly become ruinous as a decayed building, when 
be props on which it reſted are taken away. The kings 

f Ju _ being deprived of their majeſty, their coin. 
Vats of W idom, their ſola ers o valour, their judges 
| b Tulence e, their orators of cloquence, and their 
5:09 of proſperity, the once ſlouriſhing people of 
judea 
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Way from ſeruſalem and from Judah, from the in- 


been brought into the greateſt ſtraits, in which ma 
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=_ ſhould be reduced to the moſt miſerable condi 
on. | | 
T he whole tay of bread, and the whole tay of wats, 
Of the various proviſions uſed to ſupport hum 
life, bread and water are the moſt fimple, and th: 
moſt neceflary : bread ſtrengthens the heart, and ws. 
ter quenches the thirſt; and both are uſeful for re, 
treſhment and nouriſhment. They are therefore yer 
roperly deſcribed in ſcripture as a ſtaff and a (ty, 
3 they are the means of ſuſtaining life, even x 
a ſtaff on which we lean ſupports the body; and 
when reduced to a ſcanty allowance of theſe nec. 
ſaries, men become weak, languid, and infirm. Non 
when God here declares, that he taketh away the 
whole ſtay of bread and water, he threatens to ſend 
upon the men of Judah the direful calamity of f. 
mine, whereby they were to be enfeebled and wek- 
ened ; and, under this terrible judgment, howling 
with diſtreſs, and pining with want, after having 


ſhould eat the fleſh of their own arm, and mother 
their own children, they ſhould languiſh and die 
How dreadful were the effects that attended this ſor: 
judgment, when this prediction was fulfilled! d 
which we read in the fourth chapter of the book « 
Lamentations, * The tongue of the ſucking chil 
cleaveth to the roof of his mouth for thirſt: the 
young children aſk bread, and no man breaket) i 
unto them. They that did feed delicately, are de 
« ſolate in the ſtreets; they that were brought up U 
* ſcarlet, embrace dunghills.* In conſequence d 
which, it is ſaid, at the gth verſe, They that be ſai 
« with, the ſword, are better than they that be {il 
with hunger: for theſe pine away, ſtricken throug 
for want of the fruits of the field.'— How dep 
rable would you juſtly reckon your condition, di 
your children come around you, crying for bal 
and water, whilſt you had none to give them. 


How much more aggravated would be your . 
| | fer 
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W/-ry, were you under the direful neceſſity of feed- 
2 ing upon them, as the only means of preſerving life, 
Jas did the people in Judea, at the time this prophecy 
Nas accompliſhed ! "Thankful then ought we to be to 
that God, who, notwithſtanding our ingratitude, and 
miſimprovement of his mercies, gives us rain from 
Wheaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, fills our hearts with 
Food and gladneſs, and affords us all things pertain- 
ing to life and godlineſs richly to enjoy. | 


2 The mighty man, and the man of war, the 
zudge, and the prophet, and the prudent, and 
he ancient. 


The almighty God here threatens to deprive Ju- 
ah and Jeruſalem of the ſupports of their ſtate, and 
he pillars of their church; in conſequence of which, 
hey would fal! into diforder, confuſion, and every 
vil work. In a flouriſhing community there are 
pizhty men, who are remarkable for their ſtrength 


hers nd valour, courage and intrepidity, who are em- 
di Noyved to act as warriors againſt the common enemy. 
fore AW cre are men of war, who are valiant, active, and 


rave in the field; who act as officers and ſoldiers in 
pe army, which forms the defence of their country, 
id the protection of their fellow-citizens. There are 
dges, who ſtudy the laws of God and their country, 
civil conſtitution, and the rights of the people, 
ole buſineſs is to attend to the impartial diſtribu- 
on of juſtice. There are prophets, who are employed 
declaring the mind of God to the people, inſtruct- 


(zi Ps hem in the knowledge of his will, and teaching 
denen ttatutes, ordinances, and laws; and likewiſe in 
ouch acti with God in behalf of the people, that he 
ep! ay protect, bleſs, and enrich them. There are pru- 
, 04" cn, who are remarkable for ſagacity and penetra- 
real, tor extenſive knowledge and ſound wiſdom ; who 
hem.  Jultly reipected on account of their good conduct, 


Er dilcretion, and the right management of their 
atlaire, 
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affairs. There are alſo ancient men, in the advance 
ſtages of life, who, from long experience, and car 
ful obſervation, are well acquainted with men an 
things; who are capable of inſtructing the young an 
the thoughtleſs, and giving them good advice. That 
reſpectable and uſeful characters the Lord of holt 
was about to take away from among the men of ſu. 
dah, with others deſcribed in the following verſe: 


3 The captain of fifty, and the honourab ! 


man, and the counſellor, and the cunning all. x 
; | 
ficer, and the eloquent orator. F 
The captain of fifty. Not only were their general . 

of 


and commanders to be removed from amony them, 
wio conducted their armies, and had the manags 
ment of their military affairs, but the righteous judg 
ments of the Moſt High were to be extended to thoi 
of lets authority and influence. And the honourah 
man, who was exalted to diſtinguiſhed rank, and hig 
fiation; who claimed much relpect on account of 
good qualifications, and his extenſive uſefuines ! 
ſociety. And the counſellor, who fat at the helm 
public affairs, giving direction in the critical momeit 
of danger; who formed great defigns for the beneft 
of the tate, and marked out the plans which wer 
necellary to be carried into execution. And the cu 
ning artifi ificer, the ſkilful artiſt, and ingenious mech 
nic, who, by indefatigable induſtry and applicati 
to buſineſs, contributed to the wealth and reputato 
of the nation. And the ke orator, who, by ü 
power of perſuaſion and fine addreſs, could infinnc 
the hearts and ſentiments of a whole aſſembly, 1 
give them as uniform a direction as the wind does 
trees of the ſoreſt. All theſe uſeful ornaments off 
ciety God threatens to take away from Judah # 
Jerusalem, by depriving them of the great abi 
they n! by baffling the enterpriſes in wad 


they engaged ; by fruſtrating the deſigns which ti 
formed 
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formed ; by cutting them off by the ſword, famine, 


{ or peſtilencc; or by delivering them into the hands 
"WT of their enemies, to lead them captive into a ſtrange 
r und. The ſtrength of the mighty man, the equity 


of the judge, the inſtructions of the prophet, the 
counſels of the prudent, the influence of the ancient, 
the ability of the officers, the example of the honour- 
able, the advice of the counſellors, the {kill of the 
artificer, and the eloquence of the orator, were the 
great ſupports of the ſtate. The removal, therefore, 
of theſe pillars, on which the public welfare depend- 
ed, would be attended with certain ruin, and occaſion 
the immediate downfal and deſtruction of the whole 
fabric of the ſtate. Read the exact accompliſhment 
of this prediction, recorded 2 Kings xxiv. ioth, and 
following verles. Let us, brethren, be thankful 
to the Governor among the nations, who raiſes up 
among us men of ſuch illuſtrious characters as theſe 
above mentioned, to be the ornaments and ſtrength of 
the community to which we belong ; and let us hold 
ſuch in reputation for their works ſake. 


Tal 
1em, 
ages 
uds: 
thok 
rab 
high 
If hi 
[3 U 
Im > 
melt 
\eneft 


wer 


4 And I will give children 70 be their princes, 
1d babes ſhall rule over them. 


The nation of the Jews, deprived of the care and 
anagement of prudent, able men, was to be intruit- 
1 to thoſe who were weak, unexperienced, and un- 
Kliul, I preſume it is unneceſſary to underſtand the 


WW CUP 


mY 
nech 


115 words literally, and to explain them in the ſtricte! 
by f ente, of babes and children. Let it ſuffice to remark, 
11 bat the princes and rulers of that people, who, in the 
1 bays of their proſperity, were renowned for their 
desc "dom, vigour, and the adminiſtration of govern- 
dot a were to be ſucceeded by perſons either under 
e lubject to tutors, incapable of managing their 
WY ars, and much more of directing the impor- 


aut concerns of others; or, if come to age, were yer 


1 a 5 
laren in underſtanding, and unfit for holding the 
rein- 
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by a carcleſs abuſe of them. 
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reins of government. This is a heavy judgment up. 
on a people and land : arid, in this view, God ſpeak 
of it by the wiſeſt of kings; © Wo to thee, O land, 
* when thy king is a child, and thy princes eat in the 
morning. Bleſſed art thou, O land, when thy king 
© is the fon of nobles, and thy princes eat in due {e, 
« ſon, for ſtrength and not for drunkenneſs *.“ Some 
princes and rulers are beſtowed upon a nation in great 
mercy, and prove ineſtimable bleſſings to thoſe ove 
whom they preſide ; others are given in wrath and 
judgment, and prove ſevere ſcourges to their ſubjeds, 
Among this latter claſs, we rank thoſe here mention. 
ed, who were totally incapable of performing the 
difficult duties of their elevated ſtation, the lamentable 
effects of which muſt have been ſeverely felt througi 
the whole body of the nation. Such was the deſtitute 
condition of Judah, after Nebuchadnezzar carried 
away to Babylon Jehoiakim, and all the princes, and 
all the mighty men of valour, and all the craftſmen, 
when, we ſuppole, this prediction was verified.—— 
Senfible of the many important advantages, ſacrel 
and civil, that we enjoy, under the beſt of goverr- 
ments, let us value and improve them; and diligent 
beware of forfeiting them to ourſelves, or poſterih, 


CES K * 
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5 And the people ſhall be oppreſſed, eren 
one by another, and every one by his neigi- 
bour: the child ſhall behave himſelf proudy 
againſt the ancient, and the baſe againſt the be. 
nourable. | 


The diſſolution of good order, and political conf 
fion, are here deſcribed, as the diſmal conſequencesd 
the judgments mentioned in the foregoing verſcs. 0 
prefſion and pride every where prevail. The Hebr 
word tranſlated cppreſſed, ſignifies to demand by ji 


*.FceleC x. 16; 17. 
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up- compel to wor , or pay debt or tribute. And as la- 


aks our, debt, and tribute, are often demanded with 
nd, Whiolence and crueity, in a manner inconſiſtent with 
the Night and equity, it is called oppreſſion. The word 
ing Pray denote here, either that oppreſſion which comes 
{ex m the tongue, or from the hand; that which is in- 
me icted by violence, or executed by fraud; whether it 
reat ongiſts in injuriouſly with-holding what is due, or 
we rcibiy taking away what is rightfully enjoyed, or 
and Mnjuſtly hurting by unmerited cenſure, or evil-ſpeak- 
, . This oppreſſion Solomon obſerves, in his book 
f Eccleſiaſtes, makes a wife man mad: Indeed fool: 
the re not greatly diſtreſſed by it, becauſe they do not 
nderſtand juſtice and equity ; and therefore tyrants 


ugh iominonly endeavour to keep their ſubjects in 1gno- 
tute ence and poverty. When rigorouſly exerciſed, how- 
ried er, upon people of ſenſe and knowledge, it is enough 


render them diſtracted. Such was the iniquitous 
onduct of the men of Judah toward one another: 
ch was their injurious behaviour toward their neigh- 
ours, whom they ought ta have loved as themſelves, 
nd to whom they ought to have done whatſoever 
e would that they ſhould do to them. Thoſe in high 
nk knew the incapacity of the prince to detect 
cr artful frauds, or to check their avaricious mea- 
es, whereby they meant to enrich themſelves. 
hole in the lower walks of life, diſtreſſed by the 
Ppreſon of the great, from which they could not 
tun redreſs, and unawed by the fear of puniſh- 
ent, imitated the great in their rapacity, cruelty, and 
juitice, until the practice complained of becomes 
Iiverial, as here intimated : | 


nf e cid fp behave himſelf proudly againſt the 
ces 01 Gn, and the baſe again/t the henaurable. Opprei- 
accompanied with pride, which leads to the 


ot indecent and ridiculous behaviour. Among the 
ay excellent ſtatutes which God delivered to his 
ple Hrael, the following is recorded: Thou ſhalt 
ue up before the hoary head, and honour the face 
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© of the old man, and fear thy God: I am th 
Lord *.“ He hath commanded to render unto al 
their due, fear to whom fear, and honour to whon 
honour belongeth, either on account of advance 
age, high ſtation, or important office. Indeed hy. 
nour is not only due to thoſe who are our ſuperion 
in any of theſe reſpects, but to thoſe who are ou 
equals, yea, even to thoſe who are our inferior, 
as is evident from ſuch apoſtolical directions as theſe; 
Be kindly affectionate one to another, in honour 
preferring one another +: In lowlineſs of mind lx 
* each eſteem another better than himſelf f.“ Hoy 
diametrically oppoſite to this good conduct is the ſuper 
cilious behaviour here deſcribed! The child in agg 
in underſtanding, in experience, fooliſhly over-rating 
his natural endowments, his acquired abilities, his 
ſuppoſed qualities, and ſpecious performances, aſſumes 
a moſt unbecoming, haughty behaviour toward tho: 
whom he ought highly to reſpect, for their age, ther 
judgment, and experience, and the other advantage 
which they poſſeſs The baſe, 7. e. thoſe of mem 
parentage, and in low circumſtances in the world 
who ought, in a ſpecial manner, to cultivate a humi 
_ temper and deportment, ſuited to their condition, di 
covered indecent pride and inſolence toward tho! 
who were deſcended of illuſtrious anceſtors, and we! 
in high rank and eminent ſtation. Thus the beavtitu 
order which the great Lord of all hath eſtabliſte 
among ſociety is inverted ; tranſgreſſors incur mic 
guilt; and though the profligacy and depravity of th 
times might ſcreen them from the hand of juſtice, thal 
againſt whom they acted thus undutifully, woul 
molt ſenſibly feel the indignities they received. 

The prophet Jeremiah mentions the accompliſhme 
of this prediction, Lam. iv. 16. where we thus read 
* The anger of the Lord hath divided them, he i 
no more regard them: they reſpected not the pl 


Le. £18; 33. F Rom. xii. 18. 4 Philip. * 
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e « {ons of the prieſts, they favoured not the elders.“ 
l WW Beware then, my friends, of oppreſſion and pride, 
on Which diſturb the good order and happineſs of man- 
cl N kind; and which, when properly conſidered, appear 


to be not only aggravated iniquities, but terrible 
judgments. Diligently attend to the relative du- 
tics incumbent upon you, in your various ſtations 
and connections. Endeavour to perform them with 
cle; fachty and diligence, that thereby you may pro- 
aon noe the happineſs of ſociety, adorn your holy pro- 
1 W-7:0n, and the amiable doctrines of God our Sa- 
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6 When a man ſhall take hold of his brother 
f the houſe of his father, ſaying, Thou haft 
thing, be thou our ruler, and /ef this ruin be 


nder thy hand. 
The deſcription of the confuſed, diſturbed ſtate of 


he Jewiſh nation, at the time referred to, is here 
ontinued. Then a perſon would take hold of ſome 
{ his connections, who were chief of their fathers 
ſes, in this manner expreſſing his earneſt deſire, 
at the requeſt he was going to preſent might be 
deedihy granted. This action is repeatedly mentioned 


*  ſerprare, as intended for this purpole. We are 
"rh pd, that * as Samuel turned about to 8⁰ away, _ 
15 kid hold of the ſkirt of his mantle * :? and that i 


thoſe days (referred to by the prophet) it ſhall come 
to pals, that ten men ſhall take hold out of all lan- 
gusges of the nations, even ſhall take hold of the 
ikirt of him that is a Jew, ſaying, We will go with 
you; for we have heard that God is with you f. 

he words repreſent, a perſon earneſtly tupplicating 
In his friend that aſſiſtance to the ſtate, which he 
ckoned kim capable of affording. When we reflect 
[4 moment on the anarchy and contuſion which 


* I Sam, xv, 27. 1 Zech. Mü. 23. 
every 
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every where pervaded the nation, we cannot juſtly 
be ſurpriſed that proper perſons would be extreme 


reluctant, and prevailed upon with great difficulty, 


to accept places of public truſt and power, as her 
plainly ſuppoſed. No wonder that men entertain 
a ſtrong averſion at being concerned in the affai 
of government, in critical and unfavourable circun; 
ſtances. | | 

Thou haſt clothing, &c. rich garments, ſuitable to the 
dignity of chief magiſtrate, and canſt make an . 
pearance becoming the character of one inveſted wit 
ſupreme authority. Thou haſt vaſt abundance and 
variety of raiment in thy wardrobes, ſufficient for: 
perſon of ſuch high rank, to beſtow in preſents a 
proper occaſions. Be thou our ruler : occupy thi 
chief place, and exerciſe the higheſt power in the 
ſtate; point out the meaſures we ought to adopt 
publiſh the laws we ought to obey, go before us 
thy example, preſide over us by thy authority, ſhe 
us what we ought to do; and we will be obedient! 
thy orders, and ſubmiſſive to thy authority.—4 


let this ruin be under thy band,; or according to as 


rious reading, making a very good ſenſe, Tai 


into thy hand our ruinous ſtate *.“ Endeavour 


if poſſible, to retrieve our affairs, now in ſad dilorde! 
prognoſticating our deſtruction as a people: deli 
if poſſible, from injuſtice and oppreſſion, from tore 
enemies and domeſtic troubles; and, in the profecl 
tion of theſe great and important purpoſes, we u 
act as thy dutiful ſubjects. A ſenſe of imminent a 
ger, and urgent neceſſity, never fails to render m6 
importunate for afliſtance and relief. Improve i 
principle in your addreſſes to the Almighty, by ta! 
hold of God's ſtrength ; by earneſtly foliciting 853 
terpoſition in your favour, that he may take ud 
his hand our ruined ſtate, and recover us from 
diretul effects of our apoſtacy from him. 


* Mentioned by the Biſhop of London, 
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ity 7 In that day ſhall he ſwear, ſaying, I will 
eh not be an healer; for in my houſe is neither 
Ir, WW bread nor clothing; make me not a ruler of the 
ere : 
tain (OE 2 | h | 
ſan This verſe contains the peremptory reply made to 
un. the requeſt preſented in the foregoing one, with the 
reaſon why the propoſal there made was rejected 
the BB without heſitation. ———The perſon applied to by his 
wa friend, ſhall, in the molt ſolemn manner, decline to 
wi undertake the very difficult work to which he was in- 
m viecd. With elevated voice, and lifted-up hand, he 


for all ſolemnly ſwear, that he will not accept of the 
its eu oifer made him of being a ruler. It is doubtleſs law- 
the ful for perſons to take an oath, when their teſtimony 
n th rannot otherwiſe be believed, and the matter is in 
do iclelf of conſiderable importance: for thus it is writ- 
us en, Deut. vi. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, 
ſhone 2nd ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by his name.“ In 
ent mis manner we acknowledge the omniſcience of 
Cod, we confeſs his conſummate wiſdom, we do ho- 


mage to his almighty power and goodneſs; and by 
ths confirming our declaration, put an end to all 
{irite, reſpecting the matter of the oath. To give a 
determinate final anſwer, that would admit of no dif- 
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{liv pute, to the entreaty of his brother, the perſon reply- 
fore ing, invokes the ſacred name of God, and appeals to 
role the avenger of falſehood, that he would not accept 
we the office of a ruler. The Hebrew word tranſlated 
ont er, is derived from one that ſignifies 70 bind up; 
ler mand in a figurative ſenſe, 2 heal, as the ſkilful bind- 
ove Ming up a wound, or broken member, is of great con- 
y ak eq uence toward its cure. In a metaphorical ſenſe, it 
g bse ſignifies a ruler or governor, becauſe he ought to 
ce un cenciliate breaches, and make up differences, which 
rom ente among the people. The commonwealth of Ifrael, 


4 the time referred to, was in a. diſtempered, broken 
condition, and needed much a healer, to bind it up; 
dat none Could be found to undertake the arduous 
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work. Perſons applied to for this purpoſe, peremy. 


did not vary as among us, to collect immenſe quant. 


writer obſerves, explains the meaning of the excut 


192 © LECTURES on THz Char. Il 


forily refuſed to comply with the ſolicitations they re, 

ceived ; for which the following reaſon is aſſigned: 
For in my houſe is neither bread nor clothing, & 

It was cuſtomary in Eaſtern countries, where faſhions 


ties of clothes and provitions, not only for the perſon'; 
own uſe, and that of his family, but for preſents up. 
on proper occaſions. This appears plainly, from the 
facred writings, to have been the practice among the 
Jews; of which there are ſeveral deicriptions, and to 
which there are ſome alluſions. This, as a celebratel 


made by him that is deſired to undertake the govern. 
ment. He alledges, he hath not wherewithal to fuy. 
port the dignity of that ſtation, by ſuch acts of libe. 


rality and hoſpitality as the law and cuſtom required i"* 
of perſons in high rank. He therefore requeſts, tha 
there might not be any farther propoſat made to hin 
of this kind. The fulfilment of what we have bean” 
conſidering, ſeems to have taken place in the beginning , 


of the reign of Zedekiah, after the carrying away d 
Jehoiakim; which, ſo far as we learn from ſcriptutæ Wi . 
perfectly agreed to the deplorable ſtate of the Jewil nd 
nation at that period. From hence we learn, that 
as In times of national proſperity men are common) 
ambitious of obtaining power and preferment, { uM . 
calamitous ſeaſons places of eminence and truſt 22 
often refuſed, and filled with difficulty. There 2:8 1. 
ſometimes diſorders in the ſtate, like certain dileats x 
of the body, which defy the {kill of the moſt emincil gt 
phyſicians, which no perſon will undertake to res 
dy, when one dangerous ſymptom appears after and þ 
ther: this gives riſe to deſpair, which accelerates d 1 
7 


proaching ruin. Is 
8 For Jeruſalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen. ot! 


becauſe their tongue and their doings are again 
2: LORD, to provoke the eyes of his glory. 


1 
1 Helk 


Theſe words may be conſidered as a vindication of 
the divine procedure toward the people of Judah. 
ihe deſcription of their calamitous condition, in the 
frit part of the verſe, is ſhort, but affecting. 
lem, once the joy of the whole earth, beautiful for 
fruation, highly favoured of Heaven, a flouriſhing, 
populous, renowned city, is become a heap of ruins; 
nd the inhabitants of Judah, formerly poſſeſſed of 
ee mot diſtinguiſhed privileges, is diveſted of all 
ener dignity, and reduced to the moſt depreſſed con- 
don. Much having been already faid on this mourn- 
a} ſubject, I only remark, that as the rod of affliction 


ng 
Inti. 
on's 


Up- 


ated ; ; 
2 uth a voice which ought to be heard by thoſe whom 
Fat t mites, fo it ought likewiſe to be attended to by 


boſe who hear of its ſtroke, that from thence they 
ay derive inſtruction. The ruin of Jeruſalem, and 
he fall of Judah, are recorded for our admonition; 
ot merely for our information, but for our learning. 
et us not then think it ſufficient, * that, with the 
nany, we reproach that people for their fins, the pro- 
uring cauies of their deſolation; but let us endeavour 
o reap benefit to ourſelves from their calamities, and 
> learn wiſdom and obedience from their folly 
nd undutiful conduct. — This deſcription did not 
orrefpond with the ſtate of Jeruſalem and Judah at 


ſup⸗ 
libe. 
ured 
that 
him 
been 
ning 
xy d 
ture, 
with 


that : . FUL 
our. this prophecy was delivered, for then they 
eu flouriſhing condition, but with what it ſhould 


ndoubtedly be at the period the prediction received 
* accompliihment, in the days of Jehoiakim and 
edekiah ; and to intimate its certain fulfilment and 
peedy approach, the prophet ſpeaks as if this had 
en their preſent condition. : 


are 
> are 
eates 
nent 
eme⸗ 
ano 


5 40 


The reaſon of this 
am and tall is aſſigned in the following words: 
becauſe their tongue and their doings are againſt the 
ord, to provoke the eyes of his glory. The tongue is 
e chief inſtrument of ipeech, which communicates 
d Others the images of the mind, and fentiments of 
| heart, When employed in ſpeaking, it common- 
eL.C2YErs the diſpoſitions of which men are poſſeſſ- 
| | el; 
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ed; for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
ſpeaketh. Hence our prophet obſerves, The vit 
perſon will ſpeak villany “: and the apoſtle John, 
deſcribing the character of worldly men, thus ſpeaks, 
© They are of the world: therefore ſpeak they of the 
£ world +;* for they have nothing elſe to ſpeak of, 
People acting under the influence of the carnal mind, 
vhich is enmity againſt God, ſeldom fail to exprej 
iheir oppoſition to the purity of his law, the dilfenk 
tions of his providence, the admonitions of his ſer 
vants, and the benevolent deſigns of his grace. 01 
this wicked practice was founded the bitter complaint 
which the Moſt High brought againſt his people, hy 
the prophet Malachi; * Your words have been ſtout 
* againlt me, faith the Lord f.* To this heavy charge 
they reply, What have we ſpoken againſt thee? 
To check their inſolence, the Lord informs them, 
that their words were ſtout againſt him, in as much a 
they had ſaid, © It is vain to ſerve God, and keep hi 
© ordinances.* Such allo ſeems to have been the {1 
{ful practice of Judah, for which they were to be f 
verely punithed.———Beſides, their doings alſo wer 
againſt the Lord, Their words and actions exact 
correſponded, diſcovering their oppoſition to God 
againſt whom they acted in direct hoſtility. Thoupl 
they profeſſed to love and honour him, they trample 
on his ſacred authority; they counteracted his bleli 
Will; they deſpiſed his ordinances, and tranigrelly 
his moſt juſt commandments ; and notwithſtandiy 
ſevere corrections, they continued incorrigible 1 
their fins. | | 
To proveke the cves of his glory. The eye is th 
curious organ of the body whereby objects are p 
ceived, and knowledge is conveyed into the ber 
In reference to its extenſive uſefulneſs to men, © 
are aſcribed to God in ſcripture, to intimate his fc 
tet knowledge of all things, and ſtrict acquainiar 


* I ſaiah xxxii. 6. + 1 John iv. 5. + Mal. ii. 15 
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th mens characters and conduct. Indeed the Lord 
th not as man ſeeth, who ſeeth objects at a diſ- 
ance one after another, and can only diſcover their 


E, WS: terior form, whilſt he may be miſtaken and im- 

the oed upon by deceitful appearances. * The Lord 
of, WS looketh down from heaven, and full well beholdeth 

nd, all the ſons of men: his eyes are in every place, be- 
ſ 


holding the evil and the good: he ſearcheth the heart, 
and trieth the reins ;? fo that he cannot be deceived, 


ſer. Nor can any thing be concealed from his view. With 
On rat propriety are his all-penetrating eyes called the 
an res of his glory, or his glorious eves. Beware 
„u en, brethren, of ſpeaking and acting againſt the 


ord. For this purpoſe adopt the wiſe reſolution of 
e man according to God's own heart, I will take 


ee WM heed to my ways, that I offend not with my tongue“. 
hem ne would think he might rather have ſaid, I will 
chu e heed to my words, that I offend not with my 
| nguc. When our ways are wrong, our words are ſel- 
e f. om right: the tongue is ſoon out of the way of ſpeak- 
be eg rightly, when we go out of the way of acting pro- 
wengerly. He that oftendeth with his tongue, is apt to 
dach end in his ways; and having tranſgreſſed in his 
Cos, he is in greater danger of offending with his 
zone. © Keep your hearts with all diligence, for 
mplegg out of them are the iflues of life f. | 


„este | 
rrelle 
dig 
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The ſhew of their countenance doth wit- 

ls againſt them, and they declare their fin as 
dom, they hide it not: wo unto their ſoul, 
Ir they have rewarded evil unto themſelves. 


8 th 

e A circumſtance is here mentioned, which great! 

ber srarated the iniquity of Judah: they had put of 
„as and baſhfulneſs; they had become bold and 
1s e pudent, in committing the moſt abominable crimes. 
nauer gloried in their f 


ame; and, as God teſtified 


* Pal. xxxix. 1. + Prov. iv. 23. 
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proud and fierce countenance. Indeed the prevailig 


_ exceedingly ; their fin was grievous, and the cry d 


iron, and their brows braſs ;* which plainly ſhevi 


by another prophet, © All the houſe of Iſrael are imp, 
dent and hard-hearted *. God hath fo formed man, 
and ſo cloſely connected his ſoul and body, that the oy 
hath a reciprocal influence on the other; in conſequene 
of which, the various affections and paſſions of th 
mind ſeldom fail to diſcover themſelves in the fat 
Hence the common expreſſions of a ſad and joyful, ; 


diſpoſition of the mind is often conſpicuous in tht 
face: if it is envy and diſcontent, the countenance fall 
if meekneſs and modeſty, it appears ſerene, and fulld 
complacence, And ſuch was the external aſpect d 
the people to whom Iſaiah delivered this propher 
that it teſtified againſt them, that they were proud a 
ſelf-conceited, fooliſh and extravagant in the comm 
Hon of enormous tranſgreſſions. And they decla 
their ſin as Sodom, they hide it not. The men of $0 
dom were very wicked, and ſinners before the Lot 


it reached up to heaven, They committed all man 
ner of wickedneſs with greedineſs; and, far tron 
concealing it, they gloried in their iniquity. Me. 
did not declare their fins like thoſe who are humbla 
jor them before God, who declare them that . 
may be juſtified ; but they impudently publiſhed then! 
counting it a pleaſure to riot in the day, and ſinni 
openly in the face of the fun, How lamentable ti 
condition of Jeruſalem, the city of the great king 
when the reſembled a place famous for wickedne 
through the whole carth! Jo ſuch a dreadful pull, | 
of impiety had the mei of Judah arrived, that f 
prophet Jeremiah enters againſt them this bitter conſe © 
plaint; Were they aſhamed when they had corn t 
ted abomination? nay, they were not at all athami 
neither could they bluſh. Their foreheads wer! 


that they were loſt to all ſenſe of the evil and mat 
nity of fin, as is here intimated, 


* Exck. iii. 5. 4 Jer. vi. 15. 
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Wo unto their ſoul, for they have rewarded evil unto 


1 


nl 
Nan, 
1 
ence 
the 
face. 
ul, 1 


ling 


and happineſs, but complicated calamities, and inevi- 
able deſtruction, were ſuddenly to overwhelm them; 
and their very ſoul, the chief ſubje& of happineſs or 
miſery, was to be filled with ſorrow, lamentation, and 


empt. This mifery and wo ſhould be greatly aggra- 


1 tie ated, by the — conſideration that they had 
fal rought it upon themſelves. Their own evil-doings 
ulla ere the procuring cauſes of their deſtruction, and the 
r ery means whereby it was effectuated. In the words 
beg r the prophet Jeremiah, Their way and their doings 
du procured theſe things unto them“.“ And as the 


rophet Hoſea informed them, Thy deſtruction is 


mmi. 

ecia from thyſelf f.“ The men of Judah might fooliſhly 
xf SoWnagine, that it proceeded from the Moiſt High; 
Lo om the wrath and rage, the malice and cruelty of 


heir enemies, or the treachery and neglect of their 


cry d 
riends. God therefore informs them, that their de- 


mal 


fra ruction and miſery did not originate from friends or 
TW cmies, nor from himſelf, but was the fruit of their 
mba" wicked ways, whereby they rewarded evil to 
t thao {el ves. We are apt to attribute the good we 


Moy to our wiſdom, power, and good conduct, and 
us to ſacrifice to our own nets: we are prone to 
cribe all the evil we ſuffer to ſome foreign cauſe, 


then 
nm 


ple th 

hd thus extenuate our own guilt. The reverſe of 
cndl''s is the truth, as is plain from the words before 

| pip, here we are taught to charge our deſtruction 
at  ouriclves, to whom alone it is owing. Under all 

ene erils then which we ſuffer, let us ever recollect, 


at they are the juſt rewards of our evil-doings, and 
c dad effects of our tranſgreſſions againſt the Lord. 


omni 
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mal 


10 Say ye to the rizhteous, that it all be well 
ID bun: for they ſhall eat the fruit of their do- 


"RL 


fler. iv. 18. + Hoſea xiii. . 
Our 


L/-n/clves. They might promiſe themſelves peace 


o, and covered with everlaſting ſhame and con- 
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Our prophet, with other ſervants of God, are hes 
charged to announce a moſt comfortable meſſage ty 
his upright people, expreſſive of that tender affeclio 
and paternal care, which the Almighty never fails y 
diſeover for them on every proper occafion.——y 
ye to the righteous, not to thofe who are righteous in 
their own eyes, or who appear to be righteous i 
the view of others. There is a generation who ar 
clean in their own eyes, who notwithſtanding are a 
abomination to the Lord; and there is alſo a gener, 
tion who have made clean the outſide of the cup and 

platter, and aſſumed a ſpecious appearance befor 
men, who are inwardly full of all manner of unrigh 
teouſneſs. To neither of theſe claſſes of people ought 
the ſervants of God to ſay, it ſhall be well; but 
thoſe who are righteous indeed, through the rig 
teouſneſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chril 
unto all, and upon all them that believe, in virtue d 
which they are delivered from the guilt of ſin, the 
enjoy the favour of God, and a right to eternal inbe 
ritance. Their ſpiritual diſtempers being removed 
they are reſtored to the proper exerciſe of their i 
rious powers and faculties, which they employ in {en 
ing God in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him a 
the days of their life, yielding their members as 
ſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God. Their mine 
are furniſhed with right principles: they have a pu 
heart, a good conſcience, and faith unfeigned. Tra 
actions are conducted by the right rule of God's ho 
precepts, and the ſpotleſs example of the juſt One 
being taught, by the grace of God, to live ſobetl 
righteouſly, and godly in the world. In few wor 
they walk uprightly, and work righteouineis, i 
ſpeak the truth in their hearts. He that doth tid 
things ſhall never be moved. Be ſolicitous to ati 
this defirable character, which, according to 
maxim of the wiſe man, will render you more c 
lent than your neighbours.— To perſons of tw 
icription, God hath directed his fervants to fa, 
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ll 

ere It ſhall be <vell with him. It muſt be ſo. All the 
6 MY perfections of Jehovah ſhall be employed for their be- 
on, BW nefit: his irreſiſtible power ſhall ſtrengthen and pro- 
zores chem; his infinite wiſdom ſhall inſtruct and guide 
Sn WM chem; his tender mercy ſhall pardon and uphold 
zu chem; his everlaſting faithfulneſs ſhall be their thield 


and buckler; his boundleſs grace ſhall animate and 
comfort, and his glorious all- ſufficiency thall enrich 
and ſatisfy them. All the exceeding great and pre- 
ner; cious promites of the goſpel ſhall be accomplithed for 


u their happineis: in which are contained, merey to 


for pardon, grace to help, conſolation to ſupport, counſel 
ric to direct; the divine pretence in every condition; 
grace, and glory, and every good thing; and the re- 
ut WM viving aflurance, that all things ſhall work together 
for their good. All the ineſtimable privileges pecu- 


ritt 
tue d 
„ the 


licity; ſuch as union with Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
dwells all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; 


| inhefWſehe forgiveneſs of fins, through him who died for 
noveliſthicir offences; reconciliation to God, through the 
eir death of his Son; the protection of the kind provi- 
n ſer cence of God; and his Holy Spirit, to inſtruct and 
im hit them in all things. The moſt ample encourage- 
; 35 nents, preſented in the word of God, accompanied 
mina divine power, ſhall thoroughly furniſh them for 

a pu de performance of every good work. There they 


Trae allured of gracious aſſiſtance, and acceptance 


s b brough Jeſus Chriſt ; that their prayers ſhall aſcend 
t On: eetore God as incenſe, their praiſes as the evening- 
oben erifice; that their charity ſhall be an odour of a ſweet 
 wor0ne!! ; and that their doing good is well pleaſing in 


18, N 


is light, who will mercifully remember, and boun- 
th tid 


tully reward all their labours of love. Beſides, they 


(0 attntertain the moſt certain, glorious proſpects, that 

to | od will never leave nor forſake them; that good- 
re £56 els and mercy thall continually attend them; and 
* this "at, in duc time, their heavenly Father will conduct 


ah, em to his immediate preſence and glory, where they 


mall 


lar to the children of God ſhall conſtitute their fe- 
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ſhall for ever be well and happy, beyond what the 
moſt enlarged heart can poſſibly conceive.——T 
reaſon of this declaration 1s ſubjoined : 

For they ſhall eat the fruit of their own ding; 
Similar expreſſions are often uſed in ſcripture, to jy. 
nify, that good men ſhall receive a reward adequatety 
their works of righteouſneſs. The man according t 
God's own heart affirms, That light is ſown for the 
© righteous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart?, 
Great peace (faith he) have they who love Gad' 
law, and nothing ſhall offend them +. In Keeping 
God's true and righteous judgments there 1s a grat 
reward f.“ God, by our prophet, declares, Ih. 
fruit of righteouſneſs is peace, and the effect there 
of quietneſs and aſſurance forever ||.” And the 
Apoſtle Paul lays it down as an unqueſtionahle 
maxim, that © whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 
« alſo reaph.* Theſe, and other ſimilar paſſages d 
ſcripture, inculcate the important truth contained in 
the words before- us, and give the moſt explicit 
aſſurance, that the labour of the righteous ſhall 10 
be in vain in the Lord; and that all the diſpenſation 
of providence, whatever aſpect they may bear u 
human view, ſhall uniformly tend to promote ther 
real welfare. The fruit of their affliction ſhall be 
their purification and improvement; the fruit of thel 
proſperity ſhall elevate their hearts in the good wi 
of the Lord; the fruit of their reproach ſhall be tic 
Spirit of God, and of glory, reſting upon th; 
the fruit of their having nothing ſhall be that tis 
ſhall poſſeſs all things; and the fruit of their walkin 
in wiſdom's ways ſhall be pleaſure and peace. Vi 
appeal to the generation of the righteous for the tri 
of theſe remarks ; which ſuggeſt to you the moſt a 
mating motives to patient continuance in well. doing 
of which we entreat ye be not weary, for in due is 
ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. 
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= :: Wo unto the wicked, 7 Hall be ill 201th him: 
| bor the reward of his hands ſhall be given him. 


| This alarming declaration, publiſhed againſt thoſe of 
en oppoſite character, contains the counterpart to the 
Wnelage delivered in the foregoing verſe, The firſt 
Ithing which demands our attention, is, the character 
Jof the perſons againſt whom wo and miſery are de- 
bounces The word tranflated wicked, ſignifies un- 
huet; il lo emphatically deicribes the temper and 
Condition of the ungodly and profane. Unquiet is 
heir name, and unquietneſs is with them: they diſ- 
Turb and trouble themſelves; and often vex and ha- 
als others to the utmoſt of their power. Sin not only 
&xi/ts in their turbulent diſpoſitions, but exerciſes u- 
urped authority over them, to which they yield not a 
orced and involuntary ſubjection, but a choſen and 
illing obedience, Diſtracted by various contending 
ailons, which often oppoſe one another, they are 
gitated like the troubled fea, which cannot reſt, 
hoſe waters caſt forth mire and dirt. Far from 
omplaining of their tyrannical authority and deſtruc- 
ve influence, and contending with them as their 
reateit enemies, they readily comply with their de- 
Wands, and then form plauſible excuſes to juſtify 
er fooliſh conduct. Though often wearied in the 
vice of divers luſts and pleaſures, they induſtriouſſy 
roceed to offend yet more and more, and preſump- 
ouſly to commit all manner of iniquity with greedi- 
ls. Indifferent to their duty, their danger, and 
err intereſt, in proud contempt of God, and the 
cred obligations they are under to honour and obey 
m, they obſtinately perſiſt in executing the miſchie- 
pus devices they have imagined, ruinous to them- 
Yes, and hurtful to ſociety. Such are the perſons 
anit whom God, by the prophet, denounces com- 
ated miſery, 

% unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him. It muſt 
lv; tor they are enemies to God in their mi 
an 
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and by wicked works; by nature the children g 
wrath ; by practice the children of diſobedience, the 
miſerable ſlaves of Satan, who leads them captive it 
his pleaſure. They he under the complicated gui 
of all their multiplied and aggravated tranſgreſſions; 
for each of which, they deſerve that everlaſting de. 
ſtruction, of which they are in continual danger; 
having no ſecurity but that every moment they may 
be ſummoned to appear before the tribunalagf Gol, 
where they ſhall be adjudged to weeping Wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth, in that place where the worn 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. Slaves to 
their inſatiable appetites, ever craving, but never 
ſatisfied, they feel the anguiſh which ariſes from di. 
appointment, reſiſtance, and denial, and the miſery 
which never fails to attend counteracting the influence 
of the nobleſt powers of the foul. Beſides, they at 
expoled to innumerable calamities of various kinds 
which may ſuddenly blaſt their reputation, berear 
them of health, deprive them of the deluſive pea 
they enjoy, and plunge them into that endleſs run 
which they little dreaded. ——Say then, brethre, 
is it not ill with the wicked? Were it lawful for u 


ne 

to with the worſt condition poſſible to our bitterel thay 
enemies, we could not form a with in which me bei 
miſery is comprehended than that of Job; Let teich 
be as the wicked and the unrighteous *.* Men ihou 
this character may dream of peace and ſafety; i ch. 
the word of God cannot be broken, which faith, 1nMn0111 
is no peace to the wicked. Would to God that Haie 
_ would ſeriouſly remember, that the frequent cn e 
warnings they now receive of their imminent dang"! ... 
if neglected and deſpiſed, will at laſt greatly ag70 ir -- 
their condemnation and miſery! Attend to tl be 
that forget God, and ſay in your heart, God la Inc's f 
forgotten. The reaſon of this declaration is adde. 
8 | il be « 


Job xxvii. 7, 
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Fir the reward of his hands ſhall be given him. The 
puniſhment of tranſgreſſors ſhall be proportioned to 
he wickedneſs they have committed. Upon the 
wicked God ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, 
and an horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion 
of their cup“. They ſhall not only have the cup 
put into their hands, but they ſhall be obliged to drink 
pff its bittereſt dregs. © God will render to every man 
according to his "work +.” Do you object to theſe, 
nd finular paſſages of ſcripture, the proſperity of the 
wicked, who often enjoy molt of the riches, honours, 
nd pleaſures of this world, and poſſeſs the faireſt in- 
deritance upon earth? and do you find difficulty in 
econciling the propoſition before us with your own 
ſervation. The proſperity of the wicked does not 
ontradict the truth under conſideration, for it is 
ruly ill with a wicked man, even in proſperity : it de- 
3% him, it hardens his heart, it adminiſters fewel 
lis luſts, and renders calamities more terrible when 
cy arrive. To ſome of the wicked God diſpenſes 
e good things of this life, to furniſh them for ac- 
pupliſhing the purpoſes of his providence, and to re- 
pmpenſe them for performing the fervices aſſigned 
em. To others, they are given to diſcover what is 
their hearts, to make them ſenſible of the iniquities 
bach predominate there, and to leave them wholly 
tout excule for their fins. And though ſome of 
Its character ſeem exempted from many of the ills 
nounced againſt the wicked, and do not appear to 
cave the reward of their hands, yet miſery is their 
it deſert, wrath their certain portion, their increaſe 
all go into captivity, their riches ſhall flee away, 
Ir grand cur ſhall be brought down, their beauty 
i! be ſtained, their reputation blaſted ; fo that their 
Pls thall be converted into emptineſs, and all their 
miorts into wo: and, at the final judgment, they 
ll be ordered to depart into everlaſting fire, pre- 


* Pfal. x1. 6. S Rom. ii. 6. 
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pared for the devil and his angels. Jet the 
* wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous my 
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord 
© and he will have mercy upon him, and to our 60 
© for he will abundantly pardon. As I hve, faith f. 
Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of t 
4 
c 
0 


wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, and 

live: turn ye, turn ye, from your evil ways; fy 

why will ye die. An all. ſuffcient remedy is yn 
vided for your relief, in- the mediation of 100 | 
Chriſt, whereby you may obtain pardon of ſin, pe 


we 
11g. 


with God, and eternal life. Come then to him v ith Ne 
out delay, "that you may enjoy the idle bleſling 5 


contained in his promiſes. WM 
all 


act 
he 
0 t. 
in th 
xan 
they, 
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12 A, for my people, children are their qq 
preſſors, and women rule over them: 0 ny 
people, they which lead thee, cauſe 7hee to en 
and deſtroy the way of thy paths. 


A ſharp reproof is here adminiſtered to the run 


of God's people, who were chiefly culpable, haue 
greatly contributed, by their pernicious influence, len 
bad example, to carry forward that general corrupi t d. 
which pervaded all ranks among them. As for re. 
people, faith God, whom I have created for on 


that they may ſhew forth my praiſe; whom [ han 
choſen for my peculiar treaſure, above all the peopl 


= tl 


at Ne 
on the face of the earth; whom I have redeemed A 
a ſtrong hand, and ſtretched. out arm; for whole s 
fom 1 gave Egypt, Ethiopia, and Sebah; to whom hey 
have given ſtatutes, commandments, and ordinanc gn 
prophets, teachers, and guides, to inſtruct then; Mere i; 
who have been the objects of my peculiar affec f Tom t! 
and diſtinguiſhing care Children are their ich! 
org, or as the word ſignifies, rigorous exacters. ehe 


) Of f 
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thal 
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governors of Judah are called children, to ini 
that they were weak, imprudent, and unſkilful, * 


management of the public affairs with which t 
Wel 
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were intruſted. Nor did they act the part of mild 
and eaſy magiſtrates, but of cruel oppreſſors, who 
exerted their authority with rigour and ſeverity, and 
exacted, without mercy or mitigation, the moſt griev- 
E 01: demands. And women rule. over them. The 
[perſons who were concerned in the government were 
ſott and delicate in their manners, variable and in- 
Nconſtant in their purſuits, timid and afraid of dangers, 
weak, and yet violent in the proſecution of their de- 
ſigns, deſtitute of firmneſs and fortitude neceſſary to 
ele {urmounting of thoſe difficulties which every where 
"occur. —O my people, they who lead thee, cauſe thee to 
err. The word rendered lead, ſignifies allo 7o bleſs ; 
land both meanings may be comprehended in the cha- 
acter mentioned. They, whole office it was to ſhew 
the people of God their tranſgreſſions, to make known 
2 them the way of ſalvation, and to go before them 
in that way, ſo as to excite them by their influence and 
xample to walk in the commandments of the Lord; 
they, whoſe buſineſs it ought to have been to. bleſs 
he people in the name of the Lord, and to beſeech 
50d that he might be pleaſed effectually to bleſs 
hem, inſtead of faithfully performing the duties 
bi their function, cauſed the people to err. Men 
re naturally inclined to err, prone to embrace er- 
or rather than truth, to walk in crooked ways ra- 


un ber than | in the onward path of life. The miſery of 
008: people muſt be truly great, whoſe teachers, inſtead 
ly 


CorTeC cng their errors, and conducting them in the 
aths of righteouſneſs, lead them aſtray: who, inſtead 
| hewing them their ſins, encourage them in their 
dil ways; ſaying, Peace, peace to them, for whom 
ere is no peace. And deſtroy the way of thy paths. 
rom the various ſenſes of the word tranſlated deſtroy, 
ich ligniſies alſo 70 pervert or ſwallow, we may col- 
© the import of the charge brought againſt the lead- 
ot the people. Theſe teachers, by their corrupt 
c ines, and bad examples, perverted the right ways 
e 1.0 rd, in which they ought to have conducted 

| tho: 
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thoſe committed to their care. They deſtroyed the 
key of knowledge, neither entering into the way 
lite themſelves, nor ſuffering others to walk in it, f 
that few upright ſervants of God could be ſeen amy 
them. This, in fact, was the very character of the 
Jewiſh doctors about the time of the Babyloniſh cn 
tivity, as we learn from the mournful complaint « 
the prophets; one of which you will find recorded 
Fzek. xiii. from the beginning. Let us impror 

theſe affecting repreſentations of the deplorable cond 
tion of God's ancient people, for exciting us to tha 
tukneſs for the many important advantages we eng, 
and a dutiful concern to profit by means of them. Wh, 


| 
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13 The Loxp ſtandeth up to plead, aul 
ſtandeth to judge the people. 


In theſe words the Almighty declares his fue. 
purpoſe ſpeedily to execute righteous judgment upon? 
h1s people. It was anciently the practice amoi 
Eattern nations, for judges to fit in the gates, wheziſ®" 7 
they determined the caufes which were brougt ; o 
before them for decifion ; and then the partic, 9 I 
their counſel, ſtood up in their preſence. Jn re 
ence to this cuſtom, God condeſcends to declars od. 
that he ſtandeth up to plead his righteous cauſe ag Tl 
the rulers of his people. Such is his admirable gανα the 
that he not only permits men to plead before hm 
but defcending as it were from his tribunal, ui 
ſuſpending his ſovercign rights, he offers to plead art 
before them, to account for his conduct, and ſubmi bet 
himfelf to the reaſon and judgment of impartial ju. 
The Moſt High appears in a poſture ready to enun:gſ wo 
rate the injuries he had received, to bring the crit w 
conduct of the rebellious under review, and molt ci: k 
tually to plead againſt them with his great power, 3 Es 
only by the words of his mouth, but by the awful a 
geance of his providence. In this manner God tie 7p 


ened he would plead againſt Gog and Magog: 11 
plcad againſt him with peſtilence and with blood. 
| Te 
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I will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon 
the many people that are with him, an overflowing 
rain, and great haililones, fire and brimſtone *.“ In 
this ſenſe we underſtand the expreſſion before us. 
Ad /tandeth to judge the people. Though God 
condeſceiids to plead, he ſtill acts in the character of 
Jupreme judge; and, in alluſion to the practice of 
ages, who often ſtand when they deliver their opi- 
1i0ns, and pronounce their deciſions, he is repreſent- 
ed ſtanding in the congregation of the mighty, and 
Wins among the gods. It belongs to the office of 
. ge to pronounce ſentence on the eriminal, and 
to take care that the ſentence be duly executed. Ac- 
cordingly God, the Judge of all, hath delivered his 
unalterable deciſion reſpecting men of every charac- 
ter and condition, in his bleſſed word, which he ne- 
ver fails to carry into execution in the courie of his 
pniverfal providence. Indeed ſentence againſt an evil 
kvork is oiten not ſpeedily executed; ſpace is given 
or repentance : but, alas! on this account the heart 
t the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil. 
nough ior wife purpoſes it may be long delayed, it 
always executed in the molt proper ſeaſon, when 
50d itandeth to judge the people, and to render un- 
them according to their works. The right hand 


romifed inall certainly be performed, and what he 
ah threatened thall as certainly be inflicted, when 
e arlieth to judgment. —— Behold, the Judge ſtand- 
n before the door. He is already near, and he will 
ainly and ſuddenly appear to execute judgment, 
ot only to avenge the injuries offered to his people, 
ut to puniſh them for their tranſgreſſions. Let us be 
ly looking for, and haſting to the coming of the 


fre : : * 
rod, knowing that it will come ſuddenly and 
7 8 C J - o * 
re pectedly as a thief in the night; then we mult all 


ind before his judgment: ſeat, and receive according 
our deeds, | 
* Ezek. xxzvil. 22. 
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i the Lord is full of righteouſneſs : what he hath 
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14 The Lob will enter into judgment with 
the ancients of his people, and the princes there. 
of: for ye have eaten up the vineyard ; the ſpci 
of the poor zs in your houſes, 


In this, and the following verſe, the ground d 
God's controverſy with the rulers of his people l 
deſcribed. One perſon is ſaid to enter into judgment 
with another, when a procels at law 18 commenced, 
a libel is drawn up by one party againſt the other, 
who is ſerved, at the inſtance of the former, with ar 
indictment, and proper evidences are ſummoned t 

rove the matters alledged. In reference to thi 
practice, God is ſaid to enter into judgment with 
men, when, by his providential diſpenſations, be 
takes the neceſſary ſteps for executing deſerved pu. 
niſhment on men for their tranſgreſſions. Deeply 
affected with awful views of divine vengeance, David 
earneſtly ſupplicates, that God would not enter ino 
judgment with him *..——The perſons with whom 
God would enter into judgment, were the ancient 
of his people, and the princes thereof. The forma 
might denote the elders, and perſons of age and & 
perience, who held offices of truſt and influence i 
the church; and by the latter might be meant, me 
of high rank, great reputation, vaſt opulence, and 
extenſive power in the ſtate. Theſe were the met 
who cauſed the people to err, and grievoully oppre 


ich 


ed them; with whom, therefore, God was higim 
diſpleaſed. No condition however elevated, no iſ" 
tion however diſtinguiſhed, can exempt from diving” "ci 
judgments thoſe who are leaders in tranſgrethon, vi = 
ought to lay their account with the puniſhment tt 4s 
have merited. The firſt article mentioned in "0! 
charge, is, Je have eaten up the vineyards. Ihe uf = 

of Canaan was remarkable for the fertility of its il © 
the great increaſe which it yielded, the excellent e * 
C9! 


* Pfal. exliii. 2. 1 
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Vards with which it abounded, and the rich wine it 
produced. Vineyards were ſo common, that they 
were not peculiar to the rich and great, but often 
were poſſelled by lower claſſes of the people. Naboth 
had 2 vineyard that was coveted by his prince: and 
ſuch was the avarice and oppreſhon of the elders and 
princes of Judah, at the time referred to, that they 
carried away the fruit of the vineyards which belong- 
ed to the poorer fort of people, and converted the 
property of the indigent into fewel to their luxury 
Land pride. It deſerves to be remarked, that the word 
Itranſlated eaten up, ſigniſies allo burnt, as it is ren- 
dered in the margent of ſome Bibles: and in this ſenſe 
the charge becomes ſtill heavier; importing, that ſuch 
Was the cruelty and violence of the ancients and the 
princes, that they not only eat the fruit of the vine- 
yards belonging to the poor, but they afterward burnt 
and deſtroyed the vineyards themſelves. 
And the ſpoil of the poor is in your houſes. They 
ad enriched themſelves by rapine and plunder, and 
aid up in ſtore in their houſes the ſpoil they had col- 
fected. We may naturally ſuppoſe, that the elders 
nd princes did not confine their avaricious, oppreſ- 
ve practices to the fruits of the vineyards, but all the 
ther poſſeſſions of the poor would doubtleſs ſhare the 
ame fate. The righteous Lord, who defends the 
ule of the poor and fatherleſs, was the conſtant wit- 
ges of all their injurious conduct, on account of 
ich he threatens to execute upon them deſerved 
Idyment,———Let us beware then of injuring any man, 
!icularly the poor, who are molt eaſily, and there- 
re molt commonly opprefled, aiſuredly knowing 
at God will certainly puniſh ſuch notorious trant- 
W<£1:10115, 


5 What mean ve that ye beat my people to 
ces, and grind the faces of the poor? faith 
© Lord Gop of hoſts. i 


The 
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The Moſt High warmly expoſtulates with the n. 
lers of his people reſpecting their injuſtice and oppre{; 
ſion. What is your deſign in committing ſuch a. 
trocious wickedneſs, without the leaſt colour of reaſon 
or juſtice? Have you any plauſible pretext wherety 
you pretend to vindicate your cruel conduct, which 
totally inconſiſtent with the dictates of humanity and 
equity? Say, what mean ye, that ye beat my people v 
pieces? They are not your people, but mine, whom | 
created by my power, whom I formed for my glory, 
and redeemed for my praiſe. Though I allowed youtg 
rule over them, they are the offspring of my goodnck 
the workmanſhip of my hands, and the objects of my 
diſtinguiſhing care. Kebellious as they have been, 
and finful as they are, I will not permit them to |: 
abuſed or trampled upon with impunity. Why then 
you tread them under foot, like the mire of the itreets; 
and, through your intolerable pride and lelt-conceit, 
treat them with the utmoſt ſeverity and coitempt.— ſis c 
And grind the faces of the poor. By various act's d 
tyranny and oppreſſion, you reduce the poor Rot oily 
to a ſtate of abject poverty, but of ignominious er 
vitude, in which their ſpirits are vexed, and tha 
dejection and anguiſh of mind is viſible in their cou. 
tenances. Of all this accumulated diſtreſs, which you 
ought to have prevented or alleviated, you are the un 


augh! 
hich 
id th 
e ſol, 


worthy authors. This heavy char ge is authen' f Zio 
cated by theſe ſolemn words; Saith the Lord f ils 
the almighty God, who keepeth truth for ever, les! 
executeth judgment for the oppreſled, who giveth fh bo m 
to the hungry, and looſeth the priſoners.——ouMM inco 
conduct toward the poor, I hope, my brethren, ed 
heartily deteſt, as diſcovertng a mean and ſordid tpi 
a cruel and inhuman temper, and a culpable c lines 
tempt of thoſe whom we ought to compall! jonate al , thi 


eir ha 
1, in t 
1 

(1 In 


relieve. If it is ſinful to difregard the neceflites 9 
the poor, how odious and wicl red a part do then ad 
who bring men into poverty, and then dil ſtrels that 
Oppr eſſion is an enormous crime in all who are? Clit 
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pf it, but eſpecially when committed by thoſe who 
bucht to be the guardians and protectors of the weak 
nd the injured. 


| 16 © Moreover, the Loxp faith, Becauſe the 
iauchters of Zion are haughty, and walk with 
retched-forth necks, and wanton eyes, walk- 
Ing, and mincing as they go, and making a 
inkling with their feet. 


In this, and the following verſes, the prophet de- 
vers the meſſage he had received from God to the 
ebrew women, wherein he ſpecifies many inſtances 
f their fooliſh pride and extravagance, on account 
f which ſeveral ſevere judgments are denounced 
gainſt them. Moreover, the Lord ſaith. The 
rſons to whom he conveyed this information might 
ave been apt to cenſure the freedom he uſed upon 
his occaſion, and therefore he introduces the ſubject 
y opening his commiſſion, and acquainting them, 
hat he had authority from God for what he was 
bout to dehver.——Becauje the daughters of Lion are 
auzhty. Zion, you know, was the mountain on 
hich ſtood the city and palace of the kings of Iſrael, 
d the temple of the Lord, in which were performed 
e ſolemn exerciſes of his worſhip. The daughters 
Lion were the female iex, who collected the 
boils of the common people, and indulged them- 
Ives in the pride and profuſion after mentioned; 
ho might be thus deſcribed, to remind them of 
e inconſiſtency of their character and conduct, who, 
esd of following vain faſhions, ought to have 
relied themſelves as becometh women profeſſing 
dlincs—— The complaint brought againit them 
hat they were haughty and proud; and that 
fr haughtineſs diſcovered itſelf in their whole man- 
7, 1 their various geſtures, in their ſeveral motions, 
in all their appearances. The length of their 
e, the wantonneſs of their eyes, the movements 
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of their feet, on which they wore chains or ting, 
which made a tinkling ſound as they walked, a 
ſnhewed that their chief buſineſs was to make a fir 
appearance, that they might attract attention and 2 
miration. Theſe affected ornaments were in themſelre 
uſeleſs, and highly offenfive to God, being prooſs d 
hateful vanity and extravagance. 


17 Therefore the LoxD will ſmite with a fa 
the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion 
and the LoRD will diſcover their ſecret parts, 


The almighty God here declares, that he woull 
puniſh theſe daughters of Zion in a manner fuited i 
the crimes they commited, by removing their f. 

vourite objects, and expoſing them to poverty, ſham: 
and contempt. Their heads, which they were a 
cuſtomed to dreſs at much expence, with great atter 
tion and elegance, and to adorn with various orns 
ments, of which they were extremely fond, C de 
threatens to {mite with a diſeaſe, which mult na! 

roved a very grievous calamity, eſpecially to pet 
Ges of the above deſcription. Thus the Moſt Higi 
who hateth the proud, wounded the head of thoſe wii 
went on in their treſpaſſes, at the time they were More 
captive by their enemies into a foreign land... 
the ſame period, the latter part of this verſe was lire! 
wiſe verified. It was anciently the barbarous cue les 
of conquerors to ſtrip their captives naked, to g. 
pole them to the inclemency of the weather, Wy :c 
the intolerable heat of the ſun in warm clinat*h:t \; 
This, to women who had indulged themfelves WWip:i., 
the elegancies of life, and ſuperfluities of dreſs, nie, 
have been a heavy calamity, and diſtreſſing in ion. 
extreme. Such was the puniſhment God threats. 
to inflict upon the delicate daughters of Zion, 1 
their pride and haughtineſs; of which they had von: nt. 
experience at the Babyloniſh captivity. Cone] 
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18 In that day the Lord will take away the 
ravery of their tinkling ornaments about their 
'ct, and their cauls, and ther round tires like 


he moon, 
10 The chains, and the bracelets, and the 


ufflers, 

20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the 
gs, and the l and the tablets, 115 
ie car-rings. 

21 The rings, and noſe-jewels, 

22 The changeable ſuits of apparel, and the 
nantles, and the wimples, and the criſping-pins, 
23 The glaſſes, and the fine linen, and the 
oods, and the vails. 


Suffice it for us to have read over this inventory of 
e Hebrew womens dreſs, of which God threatened 
d deprive them. The antiquity and variety of theſe 


bo namcnts render our acquaintance with them very 
rr perfect ; and to endeavour to deſcribe them would 
bg ther ſerve to gratity vain curioſity, and to amuſe an 


le fancy, than to convey uſeful inſtruction and im- 
ovement to the heart. I beg leave, therefore, to 
is them over in filence, after I have made two or 
ree ſhort remarks. The names of the ſeveral ar- 
les here mentioned, not occurring in any other 
lage of {cripiure, interpreters have been difficulted 
, PO tranſlate them, and to aſcertain with preciſion 
hat was the particular thing ſignified by each de- 
pun. Nor does this afford juit ground of ſur- 
le, when we conſider the frequent alterations of 
ſbions, and that the names of particular pieces of 
eis are continually varying. Though God threat- 
9 19 take away from the daughters of Zion the or- 
ments here enumerated, we ought not from hence 
conclud 175 that the wearing of them is unlawful to 


0 
lens ot bigh Ration, and conflderable affluence. 
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The extravagant uſe of them is doubtleſs condemn 
by the threatening before us; and the abuſe of then, 


| 
to the bad purpoſes of gratifying pride, vanity, ai . 
levity, is repreſented in a very ſtrong light, demi; 
ing our ſerious attention,——A difference in : 
ought certainly to take place among the ſeveral ch 
of mankind, and this difference ought to be ſom en. 
proportioned to their various circumſtances and 1: 
ditions in life. People of every rank ſhould remen ;: 
ber, that they ought not to allow the expence lai 
out in purchaſing articles like thoſe above mentione!W B 
to encroach on what they ſhould appropriate to mi tn 
important purpoſes, and the aſſiſtance of the poor; f. 
to allow the time of dreſſing with ſuch ornaments, ter 
intrench upon that which ought to be devoted to thi {cx 
far more noble deſigns of cultivating the heart, a ni/ 
beautifying the mind. We ſuppoie, groſs inattcM vo! 
tion to theſe material circumſtances to have been a i} 
reaſon, why the divine diſpleaſure diſcovered itſef tak 
the manner here foretold ; and recorded for our i alſo 
monition, upon whom are come the ends of the wori 
24 And it ſhall come to paſs, hat in ftead inte 
{ſweet ſmell, there ſhall be ſtink ; and in ſtead ſl © 
a girdle, a rent; and in ſtead of well. ſet hi ! 
baldneſs; and in ſtead of a ſtomacher, a girdu > 
of ſackcloth ; ard burning in ſtead of beauty, hs; 
In theſe words the prophet deſcribes farther rien 
mities which God would inflict upon the haug ber: 
daughters of Zion,——They had been accuſtome: u 
ule perfumes, of which they had no doubt great abi N 
dance and variety in thoſe warm Eaſtern countra_i:nd 
hence frequent mention is made of them in the 90; Wetter 
Songs. Inſtead of the fine agreeable flavour of bat 
perfumes, to which for long time they had DF: rc: 
inured, the Hebrew ladies were to be puniſhed rin 
manner moſt mortifying to their delicacy, by 3 © Fer 
agrecable ſtench, ariſing from loathſome diſcales, ſic's | 


7 
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the medicines they ſhould be obliged to uſe in order 
to mitigate and remove them. Inſtead of embroider- 
ed girdles, fine-drefled hair, ornamented ſtomachers, 
and: admired beauty, their clothes ſhould be rent, 
their heads ſhould be bald, their Joins girded with 
ackcloth, and their ſkin ſan-burne, through the in- 
| tenſe heat to which they ſhould be expoſed. In = 
words, their condition was to be totally reverſed : 

room 8 Fall their delicacies, of which they were to bo 
deprived, they were to be expoſed to innumerable 
hardihips, in fo much that all might fee their fin in 
their puniſhment. This is one of thoſe things, my 
friends, which happened for our enfample, and 1s writ- 
ten for our inſtruction. Let all, eſpecially the female 
ſex, who are in opulence and higher rank, be admo- 
niſned of the danger of ſpending their money on fri- 
volous articles of dreſs, and occupying their time in 
a ſtudious attention to the niceties of faſhion, left, par- 
taking with the Hebrew ladies in their ſin, they thare 
allo in their puniſhment, 


25 Thy men ſhall tall by the ſword, and thy 
mighty in the war. 


This verſe mentions another dreadful calamity 
winch was to befall the daughters of Zion, or rather 
{on ittelf, the form of addreſs being changed from 
the plural to the fingular number. She was to expe- 
rence the direful effects of war, in the deſtruction of 
ber nobles and mighty men, who were her ſtrength 
and her plory. The ſword here intended, was that 
of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, whereby the 
land of Judah was laid waſte from the one end to the 
other, and its inhabitants deſtroyed. The {word of 
hut powerful monarch made no diſtinction of perſons: 
© reached not only to the people, but to all the 
rinces of Hrael, the moſt honourable, and the moſt 
erde not excepted. The ſons of Zedekiah were 
n Octore his eyes: the princes, the nobles, and the 
mighty 


x 
> 
t 
: 


ſal was the judgment God executed upon the Jeyih 


© princes are among the Gentiles ; the law is no mot 
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mighty men, as well as the common foldiers, fell i 
battle, through the rage and power of the enemy, wh 
ſpared neither the great nor the mighty; fo univg. 


nation, according to the predictions we have beg 
conſidering. | 


26 And her gates ſhall lament and moury, 
and ſhe being deſolate, ſhall {it upon the ground 


Zion is here repreſented as a deſolate wido, 
mourning over her deſtitute condition..—Mournin 
is aſcribed to her gates, which were the chief place 
of concourſe, and thronged by the multitudes, which 
were going into, and returning from the city. Thither 
men, women, and children reſorted, according to 
divine command, that they might hear, and learn to 


fear the Lord their God, and obſerve to do all the 


words of his law. There ſat the judges, who deter 


mined the cauſes which were brought before them tor 


deciſion by the people. Few now remained to fre 
quent theſe gates; and theſe few ſhould bitterly l. 
ment the deplorable condition to which they were re 
duced by the calamities of war, which had laid wal 
both city and country. In theſe deſolate circun 
ſtances, ſhe ſhall fit upon the ground, which was a polture 
that ſignified forrow, and deep diſtreſs. In this penti: 
manner the royal pſalmiſt deſcribes the Jews lamenting 
their captivity; © By the rivers of Babylon, there we 
* down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion". 
And thoſe who were left behind in the gates of Linh 
were likewiſe to bewail their miſery; of which tit 
prophet Jeremiah hath given this moving repreſeit 
tion; © Her gates are ſunk into the ground ; he bath 
deſtroyed and broken her bars; her king and de 


her prophets alſo find no viſion from the Lord. It 


* Pfal. cxxxvit. 1. 
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W- clders of the daughter of Zion fit upon the ground, 
and keep filence : 3 have caſt up duſt upon their 
i heads; they have girded themſelves with ſackcloth; 
dle virgins of Jeruſalem hang down their heads to 
K the ground. Mine eyes do fail with tears; my 
bowels are troubled; my liver is poured upon the 
earth, for the deſtruction of the daughter of my 
people“. O Lord, true and righteous are thy 
F judgments. My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I 
m afraid of thy judgments,* - 


Lam. ii. 9, 10, 11. 


ve 10 | PRELIMI- 


2 — — — 


| peculiar people, and to animate them by the moſt pre. 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS, 


CH is the wickedneſs of mankind, and the ex, 

treme difficulty of reclaiming them from error and 
fin, that a conſiderable part of revelation is employed 
in ſhewing finners their tranſgreſſions, and in warning 
them of their danger. Such is the infinite goodne, 
and amiable compaſſion of God, who delights in exe. 
ciſing loving-kindneſs and tender mercy on the earth. 
that, having reproved and threatened the workers d 
iniquity, he never fails to ſpeak comfortably to his 


cious promiſes. In the midit of deferved wrath God 
always remembers mercy ; and having denounce 
the moſt awful threatenings againit tranſgreſſors, he 
follows them with reviving proſpects, to retreth the 
diſconſolate minds of his faithful ſervants. This ob. 
vious remark is verified in the prophetical difcourk 
before us, where the inſpired writer paſſes from the 
many calamities he had been repreſenting, to delcrite 
the moſt ſubſtantial bleſſings to be enjoyed by tt 

people of God, atter the judgments above mcntioued 
had been executed. The magnificent appearance of a 
illuſtrious perſon is here foretold, under whoſe benin 
influence the church of God was to ſhine forth in ti 
beauties of holineſs, and to enjoy the agrecable a call 
and protection of divine providence. 


hoy 
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CHAP, IV. ae 

5 mee 

ND in that day ſeven women ſhal ters, 


hold of one man, faving, We will eat dl 
own bread, and wear our own apparct : ci 
let us be called by thy name, to take away © 


reproach, 
5 1 
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The diviſion of the ſcriptures into chapters hath 

Eon made very injudiciouſly in ſome places, and in 

ſuch a manner as ſometimes interrupts the ſenſe of 
eeeral paſſages both of the Old and New Teſtament. 
\ ftriking inſtance of the truth of this remark, which 
am been often repeated, lies now before us. Our 
rophet's diſcourſe is broken off almoſt in the middle 
„f a ſentence, by ſeparating this verſe from the pre- 


. Needing chapter, with which it is intimately connected. 
. Ihe diſmal conſequences of what is there related, are 
of ere deſcribed ; namely, the great ſcarcity of men, 


hi; ccaſioned by the vaſt numbers who had been flain in 
ro. Wattle. At the period to which this prediction refers, 
00e diſproportion of the males to the females muſt have 
ct Ween very conſiderable, when ſeven of the latter ſhould 
eke hold on one of the former ſex, and, laying aſide 
the heir natural modeſty, ſhould addreſs themſelves to the 
ob. Wen with the moſt preſſing importunity, in order to 
urls btain their conſent to marry them; and, diſregarding 
ehe ſuſpicions ariſing from jealouſy, declare they would 
ri e content with a ſhare in the rights of marriage. 
the e will eat our own bread, and wear our own ap- 
onel rel. The warm ſolicitations of the women pro- 
ou eeded not ſo much from a love of eaſe and pleaſure, 
nie royed in the marriage- relation, or a defire of parti- 
bing in the advantages reſulting from it, as from a 
cu liitude to ſhare in the honour reſulting from that 
onnection. They were willing to renounce all claim 
tood and raiment, which married women com- 
"nlv make on their huſbands, and to provide for 
emſelves according to their ability. Only let 
be called by thy name. A perſon is called by the 
ne ot another, that he may be diſtinguiſhed from 
ners, by the connection in which he fands to him 
noſe name he bears: thus David is called the ſon 
Jeſſe; Sarah, the wife of Abraham; and in this 
le the women here mentioned, were deſirous to 
> known by their relation to their common huſ- 
ind. 7% take away our reproach. As it has al- 
Ee Ways 
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ways been reckoned honourable for a woman to h 
deſired and loved by the men, ſo to be negl#. 
ed and overlooked hath been ever eſteemed à d 
honour and a reproach. It mult be ſo; for by tk 
law of nature, and by divine conſtitution, the mani 
the covering and honour of the woman with whom 
is connected, and by whom ſhe hopes to ſee her om 
offspring, whom ſhe conſiders as her greateſt treaſur. 
The celibacy of young women, therefore, is claſſe 
by Aſaph, among the calamities which befell ti; 
people of Iſrael: Their maids were not given in 
marriage *.“ Such was the deplorable condition d 
Judah, after the terrible ſlaughter made among then 
by the Aſſyrians, as appears from what is recordel, 
2 Chron. xxxv1. 17. where we read, That the kin 
of the Chaldees flew their young men with the 
© {word, in the houſe of their ſanctuary, and had n 
* compaſſion upon young man or maiden, old man, 
or him that ſtooped for age.“ On this account th 
virgins of Jeruſalem are deſcribed, by the prophet | 
remiah, as hanging down their heads to the ground 
with ſorrow +. Let us then, my friends, adore tht 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs of God, who, in his kind 
providence, commonly proportions the number « 
males and temales, ſo that, as he himſelf directs, ever 
man may have his own wife, and every woman he! 
own huſband. And when we hear of the dreadh 


deſolations made upon mankind by the ſword, ani 
their lamentable conſequences, let us cautiouſly a, 
thoſe tranſgreſſions which expoſe to ſuch awtul jud; 5 . 
ments, and endeavour to be thankful to God for tit . 
ineſtimable bleſſings of peace. | bom 
2 In that day ſhall the BRancu of the Loi x 
be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of th bh 
carth hall be excellent and comely for them ia 
are eſcaped of Iſ-acl. | | muſt 
Lie 


* Pal. Ixxviii. 63. + Lam. ii. 10. 
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In that day. This expreſſion muſt not be inter- 
Preted here in its ſtrict and literal ſignification, but 
In its enlarged and more extenſive meaning; in 
Frhich ſenſe it is often uſed in prophetic language. 
Thus in Hoſea 11. 1 5. where God ſpeaks comfortably 
J Iſrael, he promiſes, to give her, her vineyards from 
thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope, 
and ſhe ſhall ſing there, as in the days of her youth, 
and as in the day when ſhe came up out of the 
land of Egypt.“ The Hebrew words, as ſome 
writers have oblerved, may be tranſlated after that 
ne, which ſeems to be the true meaning of the ex- 
reſſion. The prophet does not foretel what ſhould 
ome to paſs immediately after the return of Iſrael 
rom captivity; but paſſing over in ſilence interme- 
te events, and looking forward by the ſpirit of 
rophecy, he 1s enabled to deſcribe the felicity of the 
eople of God in the time of the Meſſiah; though, at 
lt view, he may appear to treat only of Zerubbabel, 
ho typified our Saviour 1n ſome reſpects. 

The branch of the Lord, is a figurative deſcription 
| the great Meſhah, whom the prophet Zechariah, 
who frequently alludes to the prophecies before us), 
lainly informs us, is the perſon intended by this cha- 
cter, * Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Behold, I 
bring forth my ſervant the Branch *.“ And again, 
Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of hoſts, ſaying, Behold the 
man whoſe name is the Branch, and he {hall grow 
up out of his place, and he ſhall build the temple 
of the Lord +.” By this title he is foretold by 
wan, in this paſſage, and in Chap. xi. 1. The ſame 
nation was given him by Jeremiah, in theſe 
markable words; © Behold, the days come, faith 
the Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a righteous 
ranch, and a king ſhall reign and proſper, and 
all execute judgment and juſtice in the earth j.” 
mult be evident to the impartial reader of theſe 


Zoch. iii. 8. + Zech. vi. 12. 4 Jer. xx. 5. 
prophetic 


lovely, and fairer than the children of men; in d 
templating whom, we ought to exclaim in the W 
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prophetic ſcriptures, that they do not refer to Zeri. 
babel, or to any other perion than our glorious Re 
deemer, u ho, with reſpect to his human natur 
ſprung from the royal line of David, and root of Jeff 
and who, in way of eminence, was called the Servyan, 
and Branch of Jehovah, as he, in a manner peculiz 
to himſelf, proceeded forth, and came from God 
Like a branch, his beginning upon this earth wx 
ſmall, his appearance was mean, his growth was pro. 
greſſive; for he grew up before God as a tender 
plant, waxing greater and greater, until his ſhadoy 
tilled the whole earth, and men repoſed themſche 
under it with great delight, and found his fruits ſer 
unto their taſte. On theſe accounts we conclude, Han 
that the promiſed Meſhah is the perſon intended lyort 
the Branch of the Lord; which is here foretold, 

Shall be beautiful and glorious ; or, as you readu 
the margent of ſome of your Bibles, ſhall be beauty 
and glory. Beauty chiefly conſiſts in the juſt proper 
tion of the ſeveral parts which belong to the object u 
which it is aſcribed : it alſo frequently denotes ſom ious 
peculiar excellence which attracts admiration u en. 
eſteem. With the greateſt propriety is beauty aſcn 
ed to the branch of the Lord, in as much as the illi 
trious perſon ſpoken of under this figure, is fil 
poſſeſſed of all thoſe amiable excellencies which ex ran 
admiration and love, and diſplays them in their id rth. 
eſt perfection in his perſon and periormances. bea 
is love, and whatever is lovely in him is to be ſeen iſ was 
the expreſs image of his perſon, in whom dwells rate 
the fulneſs of the Godhead. The divine beauty ol i ter v 
Lord cannot be any where contemplated to ſuch lM lat 
vantage as in the Branch of the Lord, nor can the es th 
tractive beauties of human nature be any where wt 
ed ſhining with ſuch luſtre as in the righteous Brand 
which God raiſed up unto David, who was altag tb, 


| —_ | | nt. ie his g00 
of the admiring prophet, How great 1s bs 
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neſs, how great is his beauty * !? It is alſo fore- 
Bold, that this branch ſhall be glorious. Glory con- 
Wis in the ſplendour, pomp, and magnificence of the 
Perſon to whom it belongs; and in this ſenſe, I ſup- 
doſe, it is aſcribed to the bleſſed Redeemer, who af- 
orded the moſt wonderful maniteſtations of the divine 
preſence, power, and goodneſs, in the redemption of 
inners from among all nations. How incomparably 
rand were the exhibitions he gave of his grace and 
bility for effectuating this great end, firſt upon carth, 
nd afterward from heaven! Having diſplayed in this 
yorld the glory of the only begotten of the Father, 
ull of grace and truth, he was exalted to the right 
bind of the Majeſty on high, from whence he gave 
orth the moſt convincing proofs of his grandeur and 
nagnificence, for the benefit of his church. Thus we 
this prediction eminently fulfilled in Jeſus Chriſt, 
ho is indeed beautiful and glorious. Let us ever 
ighly eſteem him, who from everlaſting was the de- 
ght of the Aimighty ; who in every age is pre- 
ious, is an honour to them that believe, and who is 
lentially neceſſary to our happineſs and ſalvation. 

And the fruit of the earth ſhall be excellent and 
nel). By the fruit of the earth, we may underſtand, 
th ſome interpreters, the human nature of the 
ranch of the Lord, which was derived from this 
arth. At the time to which this prophecy refers, it 
peared incomparably excellent and comely, when 
was rendered perfectly glorious, that it might be 
erated to the throne of God, as the complete model 
ter which the bodies of the living in Jeruſalem ſhall 
laſt be faſhioned. What a magnificent deſcription 
des the apoſtle John give, in the firſt chapter of the 
erclation, of the view with which he was favoured 
this illuſtrious Perſon! Or by the fruit of the 
th, as others are of opinion, may be meant, the 
led effects reſulting from the amiable aſpect aſ- 


ech ik. 17. 


ſumed 


cence, and their invincible patience. 
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ſumed by the Branch of the Lord, and the conſequent 
gift of the Holy Spirit, when the goſpel was diffuſe 
through the earth, and the kingdom of God was ez. 
bliſhed among men, who abounded in every divine 
grace and good work, which adorned the doctrine of 
God our Saviour. Then, as foretold, The earth did 
© yield her increaſe* with the utmoſt profuſion; * and 
© God, even our own God, did bleſs us“: and or 
Lord's obſervation was verified, Except a corn « 
< wheat fall into the ground, and die, ir abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit +.” Hoy 
excellent and comely were the fruits which ſprung y 
on earth, in conſequence of the exaltation of [cſi 
Chriſt to his glory! How illuſtrious was the mech. 
neſs diſplayed by his diſciples, in patiently ſuſtaining 
the many injuries they received, whilſt they never 
offered any violence to others! How amiable that 
humility whereby they contemned worldly riches aud 
grandeur, which commonly poſſeſs the hearts of man- 
kind, and engage their moſt {ſtrenuous purſuits, Hoy 
glorious was the fortitude and magnanimity they dil 
covered, in their diſcourſes and actions, in their aflic 
tions and perſecutions, by living in obedience to [elu 
Chriſt, and dying for his teſtimony, who was deſpiel 
and rejected of men! So excellent and comely were 
their fruits, that, in proſperity, they allured the worl 
by the beauties of holineſs; and, in affliction, ther 
excited admiration by the ſplendour of their inne 


For them that are eſcaped of Iſrael. Theſe beautiful 
fruits of the earth greatly advanced the honour, th 
intereſt, and reputation of the happy perſons v0 
are here deſcribed, in reference to the eſcape mai 
by ſome of the Jews, when the army ot ihe Bab h, 
mans beſieged Jeruſalem. At that time, in the 0 
the Lord's anger, ſaith the prophet Jeremiah, © Na 
* elcaped or remained f.* Theſc words are not te 


+ Pſal. xvii. 6. + John xii. 24. + Lam. il 2 
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underſtood in their ſtricteſt ſenſe; for he himſelf 
ſcaped, and others beſide him: but he affirms, that 
very few eſcaped in compariſon of thoſe who ſuffered. 
Indeed, in midſt of the moſt terrible judgments that 
vere ever executed upon the children of men, God 
ath always remembered mercy, and ſome have e- 
caped. When the old world was deſtroyed by water, 
ſoah and his family were preſerved ; when Sodom 
nd Comorrah were conſumed to aſhes, Lot and his 
daughters had their lives given them for a prey; and 
zhen Jeruſalem was made a ſpectacle of divine ven- 
rcance, ſome eſcaped the general calamity. To this 
he prophet ſeems evidently to refer in the words be- 
ore us, which are deſcriptive of the ſame perſons 
entioned in the following verſe, where we ſhall have 
pportunity of conſidering their character more par- 
cularly——Let the wonderful Perſon of whom you 
ave now heard, poſſeſs the chief place in your affec- 
on. He is infinitely lovely and glorious, and juſtly 
zerits your higheſt eſteem, and moſt profound reſpect. 
bound in the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by 
m to the praiſe of God, and thankfully improve the 
uits of the earth to the honour of the bleſſed Giver. 


3 And it ſhall come to paſs, that he that is 
ft in Zion, and he that remaineth in Jeruſalem, 
all be called holy, even every one that is writ- 
n among the living in Jeruſalem. 


Theſe words deſcribe the diſtinguiſhing character, 
d peculiar property of the eſcaped in lirael, who par- 
pate in the falvation of the great Meſſiah. The 
Flons intended, are ſet forth as left in Zion, as re- 
mung in Jeruſalem, and as written among the liv- 
zm Jeruſalem. I ſhall endeavour to illuſtrate the 
ler of theſe expreſſions, ſo as to enable you to 
wcritand the two former. After the Lord had 
bucht forth the children of Iſrael out of the land of 
pts and houſe of bondage, he commanded them 
fo 
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Wn 


to be numbered: this was likewiſe done after the 
return from captivity at Babylon, as is evident ffn 
the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. The record i 
which their names were engrofled, is ſuppoſed to ha 
been the writing of the houſe of Iſrael, mentioned 
the thirteenth chapter of Ezra. To this pradiy 
there is a manifeſt alluſion in the words of this ver 
which may be (conſidered as referring to thoſe wh 
were enrolled as inhabitants of Jeruſalem, the metry 
polis of Judea, in the regiſter kept for that purpsf, 
This book might be called the book of life, or of th 
living, as it contained the names of all thoſe wh 
were alive in the city, and enjoyed the privileges d 
citizens. As the prophet, however, hath ſomewht 
farther in view than the return of the Jews from ther 
captivity, namely, the purity and felicity of the churd 
of God, after the appearance of the Meſſiah, I ſuppoſ 
the expreſſion is intended to include thoſe who an 
written among the living, or to eternal life, in the | 
ruſalem which is above. In this ſenſe it comprehed 
all thoſe of whom Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaks, as having tha 
© names written in heaven * ;* concerning whom ti 
apoſtle Paul ſays, © Their names are in the book « 
life ;“ who, as the apoſtle John affirms, are wi 
© ten in the book of life of the Lamb ſlain fron 
the foundation of the world f.“ This glorious pt 
rogative, peculiar to the people of God, is infinite 
ſuperior to that of having power over evil ſpirits: al 
forms a ſtriking contraſt to thoſe who depart ir 
God; concerning whom the prophet Jererial: « 
clares, They ſhall be written in the earth, becaij 
© they have forſaken the Lord, the fountain of Ii 
waters.“ The city of the heavenly Jeruſalen 
frequently ſpoken of, as having a regiſter belonging 
it, in which the names of the citizens are unt 
who are barn from above, made partakers of iput 
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fe, inveſted with right to eternal inheritance, and 
deavour to act ſuitably to the diſtinguiſhing advan- 
ſes they enjoy. Theſe are the people who are here 
| ſ1oned, and concerning whom it is foretold, that 
W cry one of them 
Shall be called holy. The Hebrew word tranſlated 
ly, is derived from one that ſignifies 20 ſet apart, 
Wc: or devote. Thoſe who are holy, the Lord 
th ſet apart for himſelf, in his eternal purpoſe. In 
is ſenſe he informed the prophet Jeremiah, © Before 
formed thee, I ſanctified thee, and ordained thee 
a prophet *.* In conſequence whereof, God is gra- 
ouſly pleaſed actually to conſecrate them to him- 
If, by preparing and qualifying them for the im- 
riant ſervices he aſſigns them. Thus we read, 
at Barnabas and Saul were ſeparated for the work 
ereunto he called them +. The happy effect of this 
nſecration is, that they fincerely devote, and heartily 
dicate themſelves to God; or, in the words of ſcrip- 
e, they give or yield themſelves to the Lord, and 
ir members as inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto 
od. In this manner they become veſſels of honour, 
ctified and meet for the Maſter's uſe, and prepared 
to every good work I. Things ſuch as filver and gold, 
en dedicated to God, only change their uſe, whilſt . 
ty remain the ſame as formerly: whereas men, who 
devoted to him, have their nature purified, as well 
the purpoſes tor which they are employed changed; 
ir fouls and bodies, their time and talents, are all 
ed in the ſervice of God, for the advancement of 
glory. According to this prediction, the per- 
$ ipoken of ſhould be called holy: being truly and 
ally ſanctified, they were to be known by the ho- 
rable defignation of ſaints, Men who are often 
taken, are ready to miſname perſons and things: 
are apt to call the proud happy; to call evil 
h and good evil; and to bleſs the covetous, whom 
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the Lord abhorreth. In their pride of heart, thy 
may ſay to others better than themſelves, Stand by, 
© come not near, I am holier than thou :* whe 
God. who is infinite in knowledge, perfect in unde. 
ſtanding, and whoſe judgment is according to tru, 
always gives perſons their true and proper name; 
and, therefore, thoſe whom he calleth holy, juſtly c. 
ſerve this character. This prediction was rem, 


came beautiful and glorious, when, as we learn fran 
the Acts and Epiſtles of the apoſtles, this was the di 
tinguiſhing character of thoſe who conſtituted the fi 
churches of Jeſus Chriſt.— I now addreſs you i 
the words which the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, faying 
Speak unto all the congregation of the children d 
© Ifrael, and ſay unto them, Ye ſhall be holy, for I th 
© Lord your God am holy.“ Conſider the holing 
of God as the perfect pattern you ought to imitat 
and a powerful motive to induce you to follow att 
this holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee t 
Lord. 


4 When the Lord ſhall have waſhed au 
the filth of the daughters of Zion, and ſhall bw 
purged the blood of Jeruſalem from the mid 
thereof, by the ſpirit of judgment, and by 
ſpirit of burning. 


In this manner the honourable character, ment 
ed in the preceding verſe, is to be attained.—1 
men may with propriety be called holy, their pol 


bring a clean out of an unclean thing. The ep! 
ſions here uſed are metaphorical, and ſeem to reiel 
the way commonly taken in order to clean a cut 
or city from the naſtineſs it hath contracted. [ 
filth to be waſhed away from the daughter 
Zion, was the notorious crimes committed by te 
habitanis of Jeruſalein; ſuch as idolatry and i 

| | | 1 
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ition, pride, luxury, and the like, joined with pre- 
umptuous ſelf-confidence in their own righteouſneſs, 
Ehich notwithſtanding they fooliſhly endeavoured to 
fiabliſh. By the blood of Jeruſalem, may be meant 
he atrocious crimes of fraud and perjury, robbery 
ind murder, with the cruel oppreſſion of the poor, 
he fatherleſs, and the widow. Theſe were to be 
waſhed away and purged by the Lord himſelf, whoſe 
plorious prerogative it is, to cleanſe his people from all 
heir iniquities, and to ſprinkle clean water upon 
hem, according to his promiſe, that they may be 
lean. This great change was to be effectuated by 
he ſpirit of judgment, which God was to confer 
pon the miniſters and teachers of the Chriſtian 
hurch, who, by their judicial proceedings and dect- 


3 jons, were to ſeparate between the holy and profane. 
me the ſpirit of burning, may be meant thoſe awful 
VI oments which were to be inflicted on the Jewiſh 


ation, in that terrible day, which was to burn as an 
yen, wherein the Lord was to appear as a refiner's 
Ire, and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
ed about Jeruſalem, was to be avenged. - In conſe- 
uence of which, the church of God, formed of his 
eculiar people, zealous of good works, ſhould ex- 
ude from their ſociety, all thoſe who perſiſted 
the practice of the above-mentioned and ſimilar 
anlgreſſions. If internal purification is included 
the exprefſions before us, whereby the people of 
pod are cleanſed from all filthinels of fleſh and 
rt, ſo as to perfect holineſs in the fear of God, 
pe ſpirit of judgment is that Spirit who judges and 
ndemns men for their fins, by means of the law of 
od; who inſpires them with ſpiritual knowledge 
d underitanding in divine truths, and poſſeſſes 
km of wifdom and prudence to direct their ways. 
rd the ſpirit of burning (an expreſſion peculiar to 
5 pallage of icripture), may refer to the extraordi- 
gits conferred upon the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt 
we day of Pentecoit by the Holy Spirit, of which 
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the cloven tongues, like as of fire, which fat up 
them, were inſtructive emblems ; or to his continu 
influence upon mens hearts, whereby he conſune 
their corruptions, purifies their ſouls unto obedienc, 
warming them with divine love, and ardent zeal fy 
good works. Deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of th 
impurity of our natures, now ſtripped of their origiu 
beauty, and of the ſinfulneſs of our actions, now taint 
ed by pollution, let us carneſtly apply to God, that e 
may waſh us thoroughly from our iniquity; whilſt yt 
diligently improve the means he hath appointed, and 
often bleſſed, for accompliſhing this ſalutary purpoſe, 


5 And the LoxD will create upon ever 
dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her 
aſſemblies a cloud, and ſmoke by day, and the 
ſhining of a flaming fire by night: for upon al 
the glory /hall be a defence. 


This, and the- following verſe, repreſent the extern 
happy condition of the ſubjects of the Meſtiah's king 
dom, with ſome of the glorious prerogatives they wet 
to enjoy, under the favour of divine providence, 
The Lord, the ſelf-exi{tent and all- ſufficient Jchowal 
who is infinitely poſſeſſed of every divine perfedio 
the giver of all good, who cleanſeth from all unny 
teouſneſs, aſſerts himſelf to be the author of the i 
eſtimable privileges here mentioned. Theſe, he d 
clares, he will convey by his creating power, where) 
he calleth the things which are not as though the 
were, and forms them for his ſervice, to diſplay il 
glory. The ſubjects to whom theſe importal 

bleſſings are promited, are, Every dwelling-p/ac 
mount Zion, and her afſemblics. Mount Zion ner 
as in many other prophecies, denotes the church. 
God, that he himſelf hath planted and eſtabliſh 
which, like that mountain of old, is indeed beau 
in the joy of the whole earth; concerning which 60 


hath faid, This is my reſt ; here will! duell . 
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© have deſired it“. By the dwelling-places of Zion, 
may be meant the habitations of the juſt, on which 
me bleſſing of God doth reſt ; the dwellings of the 
righteous, wherein are heard the voice of rejoicing 
and falvation. By their aſſemblies, may be intended 
the ſolemn meetings of her inhabitants, convened for 
the ſacred purpoſes of divine worſhip, in which the 
name of God is recorded with honour, the word of 
God is preached with benefit, the preſence of God is 
tue experienced with joy, his loving-Kindneſs is thought 
aof with delight, and his praiſes celebrated with gra- 
ole. utude. They are no other than the congregations of 
the ſaints, profeſſing reverence and love for God, 
faith in Chriſt, and union with one another, aſſem- 
bled where with moſt convenience they may do ho- 
mage to the one true God, through the one Mediator, 
by the one Spirit, in which they find their duty, ho- 
our, and happineſs to conſiſt. At the period referred 
o in this prophecy, they convened daily in the 
emple; they aſſociated in an upper chamber, and 
rent from houſe to houſe as circumſtances required. 
nd in after- times, the multitude of them that be- 
ieved, and profeſſed to believe, having greatly increaſ- 
d, they wiſely provided places wherein they might 
ſſemble, for the ſocial worſhip of the one common 
ord and Saviour. We, my brethren, compoſe 
ne of theſe aſſemblies, to which the reviving promiſes 
n thus, and the following verſe, are given. Ever ſoli- 
tous to enjoy the ineſtimable bleſſings they contain, 
et us frequently and devoutly aſſociate ourſelves, to 
ire honour and glory to him that fitteth upon the 
rone, and unto the Lamb, in the firm perſuaſion, 
at the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place 
mount Zion, and upon her aſſemblies, 
A cloud, and ſmoke by day, and the ſhining of a flams 
Fs fire by night, As an eminent writer hath remark 
„ Theſe words contain a goſpcl- promiſe, expreſſed 
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in law-terms; a New-Teftament mercy, in Ol. 
Teſtament dreſs. They bear a manifeſt reference 9 
what is written in the concluſion of the book of Fx, 
dus, where we are told: © That a cloud covered th 
tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lor 
© filled the tabernacle.* Prior to the erection of tha 
ſtructure, the pillar of cloud conducted the children d 
Ifrael in their journeys by day, and by night a pillar 
fire gave them light. After the tabernacle was finihed, 
the cloud covered the tent of the congregation ; and 
when the tabernacle was ſet afide, and the temp 


that magnificent houſe. And now under the goſpe, 
the temple being ſet aſide, and long ago buried in 
ruins, the Lord hath promiſed to create upon the 
aſſemblies of his ſaints a cloud, from which they d- 
rive all the important advantages which the peopled 
God anciently enjoyed from the pillar of cloud and 
fire. The cloud and {ſmoke by day, afforded ths 
Iſraelites an inſtructive ſymbol of the divine preſence 
which attended them: it conducted them in all ther 
Journeys, interpoſing between them and their enemic 
it confounded the latter, whilſt it conveyed direction 
the former. By day, it ſerved for a ſhadow, to ſcrea 
them from the ſultry heat of that warm climate. by 
night, it rendered the air healthy and agreeable: i 
proved a defence from numerous dangerous enemt 


and yielded light for travelling, and preſerving ora 
and decency in the camp. In theſe, and other reſpeti * 
the pillar of cloud and fire was an eminent type of 14 7 
ſpiritual privileges comprehended in the promiſe unde an 
our conſideration, made to the aſſemblies of Lidl, F | 
They ſhall enjoy the preſence of God; of which ite # 
are aflured by the faithful and true Witneſs, who lay. 0 
declared, That wherever two or three are gather 


together in his name, there he is in the midl a 
* them *,” They ſhall be favoured with direction #9 


* Matth. xviii. 20. | 
tl 
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the wonderful Counſellor, who will guide them in 
he ways of truth, and conduct them by his good 
Spirit into the land of uprightneſs *. They ſhall have 
Yotection from all their enemies, from their Re- 
deemer, who 1s mighty; who will ſafely preſerve 
hem through the various conditions they have to pals, 
in the lightſome days of proſperity, and in the dark 


{9 
10. 
the 
ord 
that 


* nights of adverſity. Though the afſemblies of Zion 
w nay not enjoy a light ſufficiently ſtrong, to enable 
* hem to ſee to the end of their journey, God will 


ne bew them their way, one ſtep after another. Though 
a he may not defend them from the attacks of their 
© WE nemics, he will not allow them to fall a prey into their 
4 nds; and, by gradual conqueſts, he will carry them 
forward to complete victory. Though they may not 
always poſſeſs the conſolations of the Holy Spirit, he 
hill not leave or forſake them in any caſe. Such 
ſeems to be the import of the promiſes here made to 
the aſſemblies of the people of God, and ſuch is the 
ſubſtance of thoſe glorious privileges his peculiar 
people were favoured with under the former diſpen- 
lation. All theſe are continued with us, whilſt the 
bondage, to which, for wiſe purpoſes, they, were ſub- 
jected, 1s happily removed. Our condition, in many 
reſpects, is greatly preferable to theirs : we have bet- 
er promiſes, greater liberty, and more grace; and 
herefore let us highly value, and diligently improve 
ur advantages, whilſt we earneſtly plead with God 
or the accompliſhment of the promiſes he hath given 
or Our encouragment. 

Var upon all the glory ſhall be a defence. Beſide the 
pillar of cloud and fire, which attended the children 
dt Iſrael in their journeys through the wilderneſs, a 
right ſenſible diſplay of the divine preſence became 
ilible to them on ſome occaſions. When the taber- 
acle was erected, we are told, That a cloud covered” 
', aud the glory of the Lord filled it; and thus the 
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cloud above the tabernacle formed a covering, or de 


ER. 
| fs, 


| Fence, to the glory wherewith it was filled. To thi; Hers, 
there ſeems to be an alluſion in the expreſſion noy Mell-d 
before us. Or it may refer to the ark of the teſj. $ha 
mony, which was called the glory of Iſrael ; for ys Hrire 
read, that when it was taken by the Philiſtines, h. MW is uſe 
mentation-was made in theſe words; The glory is s ſon 
* departed from Iſrael *.% With great propriety wy day! 
this name given to the ark, as it contained the two , an 
tables whereon the law of God was written, which Nrpoſe 
was intended to conduct men to Jeſus Chriſt, wh Heſſion 
had that law written upon his heart ;—the pot of HMvered 
manna, preſerved by divine command, as a memorial i glor 
of God having fed his people with bread from her. Wie chu: 
ven, and a figure of the true bread of life, which ce, u 
iveth life unto the world ;—and Aaron's rod, which Miiar pr 
budded, in teſtimony of the divine diſpleaſure againi WP imerly 

Korah and his company, who contended for the {iltent 
prieſthood, ſignifying the order and government Nome 
which ought to be maintained in the church of Gol. Mpower 
Theſe things were depoſited in the ark, which had for WWſople's | 
a covering the mercy-ſeat; typical of Jeſus Chrilt, Miſculiar | 
whoſe mediation ſerves as a covering to his people, Mrd ſhal 
and proves their ſure defence. Such was the glory He thei 
of the church under the Old Teſtament, which may {Mon ; | 
aſſiſt us in aſcertaining what is the glory under the Mn is | 
New Teſtament here intended. Jeſus Chriſt, who ns a d- 
the Alpha and Omega, under this diſpenſation, form ret as 
its higheſt glory: the God of glory reſides in it as hb et th 
habitation ; the Spirit of glory reſteth upon it, as hee, in 
highly favoured dwelling-place ; the law of God i Adverfe 
preſerved in her aſſemblies; the glorious goſpel of ti end ab 
Son of God is their treaſure and charter; and fait s peop! 
ful miniſters, the glory of Chriſt, are their mellng<apon f 
gers. All the genuine members of theſe aſſemblies ne er 
glorious within: they are clothed with the garmens ole the: 
of ſalvation, and ſhine forth in the beauties of hö en eve. 
* 1 Sam. iv. 22. Deut. xx 
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W-:; diſplaying the moſt amiable ſimplicity of man- 
, and unfeigned mutual love, in the exerciſes of 
ell-doing. Upon all this glory 
Shall be a defence. The word tranſlated defence, 1s 
rived from one that ſignifies 7 cover. In this ſenſe 
is uſed by the patriarch Jacob; who ſays concerning 
s ſon Benjamin, The Lord ſhall cover him all the 
day long. The word before us ſignifies à cover- 
„and, by an eaſy tranſition, a defense, for which 
;rpoſe a covering is frequently intended. The ex- 
ellon, as already hinted, alludes to the cloud which 
vered the tabernacle of old, wherein was the ark, 
e glory of Iſrael, which prefigured the true glory of 
e church. As that cloud formed a covering, or de- 
ce, upon the ark, ſo the almighty God, whoſe pe- 
liar prerogative is to give exiſtence to things which 
rmerly had not a being, and to form things of pre- 
ſtent matter, which had not the leaſt tendency to 
come what it is formed; in like manner, I ſay, the 
-powerful God will create a defence upon his 
ople's glory. This defence ſhall be extended, in a 
uliar manner, to their immortal ſpirits; for the 
rd ſhall preſerve them from all evil: he ſhall pre- 
ve their fouls. Their bodies alſo are under his pro- 
ion; for he keepeth all their bones, not one of 
m 1s broken. Over their reputation he likewiſe 
ms a defence; for thou, Lord, ſhalt keep them in 
ret as in a pavilion, from the ſtrife of tongues. 
dout their houſes and poſſeſſions he maketh an 
ge, in which there is not one gap through which 
adverſary may enter. As the mountains are 
ound about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord is round about 
is people, from henceforth even for ever f. No 
Feapon formed againſt them,” however ſharp, and 
ively employed, ſhall ever proſper f. Let all 
vie then who put their truſt in God, rejoice: let 
em ever ſhout for joy; becauſe thou, Lord, de- 


Deut. uri. 12. + Pfal. cxxr. 2. f Ifaiah liv. 17. 
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© fendeſt them: let them alſo who love thy name, h 
* joyful in thee. For thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the ligt. 
* teous, with favour wilt thou compaſs him as with 
ſhield *. Truſt then in God at all times: ze 
people, pour out your hearts before him: God b: 
refuge: in the Lord is our defence. Among ne 
the defence of their glory and privileges coſts yen 
dear. That we may be protected by governmen, 
we ſupport it with a conſiderable portion of cu 
property: whereas God is graciouſly pleaſed to crexs 
a defence upon our higheſt glory; and only requi 
eth, that we aſk his protection, truſt in hin: tor {if 
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ty, and uſe the means he hath preſcribed. truct; 
Irth, ir 

6 And there ſhall be a tabernacle for a ſhado no: 

in the day-time from the heat, and for a placed gra 
refuge, and for a covert from ſtorm and from ria dea. 
cels tC 

The ſubject introduced in the preceding verſe t the 
here amplified.— Under the former diſpeniation, ti him t 


church enjoyed the privilege of a tabernacle, madre of ( 
by divine appointment, according to the pate tabe 
which God ſhewed to Moſes in the Mount. Att 
the children of Iſrael entered the wilderneſs, and H 7 / 
ccived the law from Mount Sinai, they were employ Place 5 
ed in providing materials for this ſtructure; way; 
were curiouſly wrought, and richly ornamented ii: churc! 
Bezalcel, under the inſpection of the Jewiſh laughef ophecy 


who ordered every thing relative to its beauty, orde [ 
and ornaments, as the Lord commanded. I be hilton princ. 
of its erection is the chief ſubject of the latter pat WWiin!t the 
the book of Exodus. This tabernacle was intendr: darts 
to be a viſible pledge of the preſence of God anon, I 
that people, which conſtituted their protection and | heat of 
fence, as we learn from the prayer preſented to 60 ed to its 
at its removal from one place to another, record v eſpecia 
Numb. x. 35, 36. In this view, it proved the mez | thoſe v 
of contiming the faith and hope of Iſracl in the Tenet 
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ine preſence, and powerful protection of Jehovah. 
was the place appointed for the performance of all 
e ordinances of divine worſhip, where the book of 
je law was kept, where the people brought their 
ferinos, and the prieſts preſented them before the 
ord in the manner they were directed. It was the 
inctuary and dwelling-place of the Moſt High, where 
> met with his people, converſed with them, and 
nctifled them by his glory; which afforded them a 
pwerful motive to awe and reverence for God, and 
holineſs and purity of conduct. Above all, it was 
jelly deſigned to be a continual repreſentation, and 
tructive type, of the Son of God's dwelling upon 
Irth, in the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, 
id not man, as a glorious demonſtration of his love 
d grace. In him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 
odhead; through him all his peculiar people have 
ceſs to God, with their ſpiritual facrifices ; from 
m they enjoy the moit agreeable protection; and 
him they have the moſt ſubſtantial proof of the 
ve of God, which paſſeth knowledge. This is the 
ue tabernacle, of which, we ſuppole, our prophet 
aks, when he fortels, that it ſhall be | 

tor a ſhadow in the day-time from the heat, and for 
place of refuge, and for a covert from ſtorm and from 
in. The heat of perſecution, which was to diſtreſs 
e church of Jeſus Chriſt, at the period to which this 
ophecy looked forward, is doubtleſs the heat here 
nt, It aroſe from the intenſe hatred of the kings 
d princes of the earth, glowing with indignation 


ry darts of the evil one, which were directed againit 
im, Theſe things are very properly ſignified by 
heat of the ſun, which ſcorches thoſe who are ex- 
ed to its penetrating rays without ſhadow or cover- 
, eſpecially in warm eaſtern countries. In like man- 
f tlivie who are expoſed to the heat of perſecution, 
| wrated and tortured by inſtruments of cruelty, 
eis protected by ſome kind hand. By the torn 

7 ; and 


ainſt the diſciples of the Son of God; and from the 
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and the rain may be intended, thoſe awful divine jug. WW me 
ments, and general calamities, ſuch as war, famine to 
peſtilence, and the like, whereby God corretts the n. i thi 
tions, and chaſtens them for their ſins. Like a ſton, roa 
and a deluge of rain, they ſpread deſolation and run and 
wherever they fall, and are attended with many drea. WM fort 


ful conſequences. Hence the awful declaration, * Upon is ti 
* the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, Wi only 
* and an horrible tempeſt : this ſhall be the portion ered 
Jof their cup*.* Alluding to the fame metaphor, Wi mig! 
God, by the prophet Ezekiel, threatened to punih man, 
the land of Magog: And I will plead againſt hin out i 
with peſtilence and with blood, and I will rain upon to tu 
* him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people inſtr: 
„that are with him, an overflowing rain, and gr Theſe 
© hailſtones, fire and brimſtone. Thus will I magni in the 
* myſelf, and ſanctify myſelf, and 1 will be known i Sama: 
the eyes of many nations, and they ſhall know th the ſp. 
I am the Lord f. In ſuch calamitous ſeaſons ¶ extrao 
is foretold, that the great Meſſiah ſhall be for a HH of Go 
dow, a place of refuge, and a covert the he 
In warm climates, where the ſcorching rays of comfo: 
ſun beat with great vehemence on the weary trat preſerv 
ler, ready to faint with heat, a ſhadow is highly value turned 
Hence the Hebrew word tranſlated defence (NundMWiollowi: 
xiv. 9.), ſignifies alſo a ſhadow, as you ſee it rencergWperienc 
on the margent of ſome of your Bibles. The complet 
of God, by tabernacling among men, in human Let us! 
ture, interpoſed between them and the hot diſpleaubletings 
of the Almighty, which they had incurred by tt: 0 enjoy 
greſſion. This tabernacle is likewiſe foretold ſh ll leek 
be a place of refuge. The exprefſion may allude anger, 
the cities of refuge, appointed under the law; "cy whe 
which we read, Numb. xxxv. 11.—14. Thee will look 
erected, by divine appointment, upon con{picuos he divin 
high grounds, where they might be ſeen at à s hay 
diſtance : they were to be ſo ſituated, that a p-"uielves 
might reach one of them in a ſhort time, from! 215 of 
| | ay ng 2 
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moſt diſtant corner of the land: they were required 
to be cities of the Levites, from whom thoſe who fled 
thither might enjoy the benefit of inſtruction: the 
roads leading to them were ordered to be made good; 
and ſtones ſet up, to give direction to thoſe who re- 
ſorted thither for protection. Such a place of refuge 
is the true tabernacle here ſpoken of, which is the 
only ſufficient ſanctuary from ſtorm and rain. It was 
erected by divine appointment; and elevated, that it 
might draw all men unto it: thither men are com- 
manded to flee for refuge: the way is clearly marked 
out in the goſpel, by which the priſoners of hope are 
to turn to this ſtrong-hold, where they are aſſured of 
inſtruction, which ſhall make wiſe unto ſalvation. 
Theſe predictions received a partial accompliſhment, 
in the peace and ſafety which the churches in Judea, 
Samaria, Galilee, and other places enjoyed, under 
the ſpecial protection of divine providence, and the 
extraordinary proofs with which they were favoured 
of God's gractous preſence. And afterward, when 
the heat of perſecution aroſe, Jeſus Chriſt afforded 
comfortable ſhelter and defence to his church, and 
preſerved it from thoſe ſevere judgments which over- 
turned the Jewiſh ſtate. And bleſſed be God, that, in 
following ages, the church of Chriſt hath happily ex- 
pertenced the farther fulfilment of theſe promiſes, the 
completion of which we are ſtil] admitted to behold. — 
Let us be deeply ſenſible of our need of theſe precious 
bleſlings: let us highly prize them, and earneſtly ſeek 
0 enjoy them. It is only thoſe who are weary, that 
ll leek reſt; it is only thoſe who fee they are in 
langer, that will flee to a place of refuge: it is only 
hey who are convinced a ſtorm is approaching, that 
ill look for ſhelter. Affected with a deep ſenſe of 
he divine diſpleaſure to which we are expoſed by fin, 
& us have immediate recourſe to Jeſus Chriſt, repoſe 
urlelves under his refreſhing ſhadow, and thankfully 
cept of the refuge and covert he affords from im- 

ung calamity and danger. 
PRELIMI. 


L 3 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


FT" HE. diſcourle recorded in this chapter, ſtands un. 
by connected with the preceding, and followin 
ones. It was probably delivered toward the concluſion 
of the reign of Uzziah, after he had been {truck with 
leproſy. It contains a figurative repreſentation of the 
incſtimable bleſſings which God had conferred upon melo 
his ancient people, their baſe ingratitude for his di- 8 
tinguiſhing favours, and the dreadful judgments which ſongs 
were to be inflicted upon them for their ſins.— thus 
The prophet begins with deſcribing the paſt, and fu. he 
ture fortunes of Iſrael and Judah, under the figure of 2 havin, 
vineyard, planted, cultivated, and defended by the kind {Wrerſes 
providence of God, whoſe juſt expectations having ber of 
been diſappointed, after exerciſing long patience, of whi 
he deprived them of the important advantages they Nin whi 
enjoyed, and afterward deſtroyed and exterminated ber, Q1 
them. He then explains the metaphorical language Wharmoz 
he had uſed, and plainly points out the meaning of Portion 
the parable he had delivered. After which, he e. nd we 
counts fix enormous crimes to which the people ot NPoice, 
iraecl and Judah were addicted; on account of which, he fon 
ne denounces fo many terrible woes againſt them, in- he thi 
volving many great calamities. The prophecy looks ical ſen 
forward to the puniſhment inflicted upon Ephraim, Wnporta 
by the Aſſyrians; and upon the Jews, firſt by the end git; 
Babylonians, and afterward by the Romans: bott nded t 
which may be comprehended in the events forctold, Momtort 


hereby the predictions were verified. ong no 
| reltth a 

—— N | New « 
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OW will I fing to my well-beloved, a ſong i: lubjed 
my beloved, touching his vincyard: Mywer 

5 f . "x a . 
beloved hath a vineyard in a very frulttul hill, 
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Nw ce J fing ; or, according to the Biſhop of 
London's new tranſlation, „Let me fing now a 
« {ono.” The Hebrew word tranſlated a /ong, is 
often uſed in an extenſive ſenſe, to denote any elabo- 
rate compoſition, conſiſting of ſheet ſentences, deſign- 
ed for inſtruction or entertainment; though it more 
commonly ſignifies, any kind of verſe, formed of cer- 
tain {ele& words, ſo arranged as to make an agreeable 
melody, or muſical tone of the voice. A learned 
commentator obſerves *, That there are three kinds of 
ſongs or poems in the Hebrew ſcriptures; which he 
thus deſcribes, and diſtinguiſhes from each other: 
The firſt are thoſe which are written in rhyme, 
having ſimilar correſponding ſounds terminating the 
verſes; each of which are compoſed of a certain num- 
ber of ſyllables, forming a ſort of metre, with the rules 
tof which we are unacquainted. The ſecond are verſes 
in which the words are diſtributed according to num- 
ber, quantity, and accent, fo as to make an agreeable 
armony, and muſical melody, ariſing from the pro- 
portion and relation of different combined ſounds ; 
nd were deſigned to have been ſung either by the 
vice, or by inſtruments of muſic. Of this ſort were 
ne longs of Moſes, Miriam, Deborah, and others. 
The third claſs is compoſed of allegorical and parabo- 
ical ſentences, containing ſignificant ſayings of high 
mportance, which, from the arrangement of words, 
nd diſpoſition of ſyllables, form a fort of verſe, in- 

nded to improve the heart, to ſanCtify the life, and 
omiort the mind. Such is the Song of Songs, the 
ong now before us, and thoſe contained in the 
elith and twenty-fixth chapters of this prophecy. 
New will I fing to my wwell-beloved. The perſon to 
nom the prophet reſolved to fing this ſong, he de- 
rides by the name of his well-beloved ; to whom be- 
dnged the vineyard of the Jewiſh church, which is 
Ic 1udject of this ſong, or parable. This is no other 


* Vuringa, 
than 
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of the ſong is his vineyard : by which we are in- 
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than the Lord of hoſts, as is evident from the th 
verſe of this chapter. This mighty Lord was the pro. 
prietor of this vineyard, under whoſe direction, in. 
ſpection, and care, all its intereſts were managed: he 
was allo tie object af the prophet's ſupreme affedtion, 
the deſire of all nations, the hope of Iſrael, the Lord 
whom they ſought, the meflenger of the covenant, 
in whom they delighted, and who is often intended 
by this deſcription in the Song of Solomon. The 
author of the ſong before us, which was deſigned to 
be ſung in honour of the God of Iſrael, is the Holy 
Spirit, by whom our prophet was inſpired, and to 
whom the church is indebted for this valuable compo. 
ſition. Indeed we cannot celebrate his praiſes aright, 
or ſing to his glory, unleſs he put a new ſong into 
our mouths, and ſuitable diſpoſitions into our hearts; 
for we can give him only of his own, and ſerve him 
with what he 1s pleaſed to beſtow. The ſubjed 


dect, a 
relent: 
whic 


formed, at the 7th verſe, is meant the houſe of Wb, in 
Ifrael; comprehending the ten tribes, who were dil Nong 
tinguiſhed, by that name, from the tribes of Judal d giv 
and Benjamin, who adhered to the family of David, om ti 
whoſe kings were lineally deſcended from that iu Wherchy 
trious prince. By ſubſtituting the church of Chriſt tor nd love 
the vineyard of Ifracl, the benefits conferred upon the Wormman 
one for the bleſſings enjoyed by the other, and the clove : 

_ unſuitable returns of the former for the vile ingrat- Nromote 
tude of the latter, this ſcripture is made our own; Aver 
with more fulneſs and propriety may it now be ap-: eu e 
plied to the ſubſtance, than it was of old to the ſhadow H your B 
of good things to come. > the fon 
My well-beloved hath a vineyard. The vine is d deter 
plant, which, when rightly cultivated, bears moſt en-. 25 rec 
cellent grapes; from which is extracted the belt of lfWuntric, 
liquors, that, in the language of ſcripture, cheers 1 e auima 
heart of God and man. A vineyard is a collectiona ich abe 
vines planted in a field, where they may belt enjo} the her com 
refreſhing beams of the ſun, and other advantage Wn tate 


render 
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God, under the former diſpenſation, conſtituted 
f the Iſraclitiſh nation, is ſometimes ſpoken of in 
ripture. Inſtances of this ſort occur in the cightieth 


hcre our Lord ſpeaks of it under the fame figure. 
his vineyard was planted, when the poſterity of the 
nowned patriarchs, Abraham, Itaac, and Jacob, 
ere tranſlated into the land of Canaan, ſeparated 
om among other nations, fet apart for a peculiar 
eople unto God, and were committed to the care 
f God's dear Son; who took them into his ma- 
agement and proteQion. Vineyards were intend- 
d for the pleaſure and benefit of their proprietors, 
ho doubtleſs derived much ſatisfaction and advan- 
age from the rich grapes they produced. In this re- 
dect, as well as others, they afforded an agreeable re- 
relentation of the church under the Old Teſtament ; 
which were the pleaſant plants of the men of Ju- 
ah, in whom the Moſt High took particular pleaſure, 
mong whom he delighted to dwell, whilſt his honour 
nd glory were made great in their falvation. Thele, 
om time to time, produced the precious fruits 
hereby God and man are delighted; ſuch as faith 
nd love, hope, patience, and obedience to the divine 
pmmandments. This was the vineyard of the well- 
eloved Son of God, who omitted nothing that could 

_ Its fruitfulneſs. He planted it on | 
A very fruitful hill, which gave it all the advantage 
could enjoy trom fituation. On the margent of ſome 
your Bibles, the Hebrew words are tranſlated a horn 
the ſun of al. The expreſſion is highly figurative; 
d defcribes the land of Canaan as a horn, becauſe 
was reckoned to be higher than the neighbouring 
untries, as the horn is higher than the body of 
e auimal—and the ſon of oil, becauſe it was a land 
ich abounded in oil, milk, and honey, with the 
her comforts of life. According to both theſe in- 
pretations, the words ſtrongly repreſent the elevated 
H h tuation, 


nder them fruitful. By this ſimilitude, the church 


fam; and in the twentieth chapter of Matthew, 


244 LECTURES ON THz: Chap. yrS. 


ſituation, and vaſt fertility of the land of Iſrael, f 
reſpect of form or ſhape, it was crooked and high; 
ſtretching from the delert of Arabia on the foul 
bending toward the north, it went as far as the la 
of Paleſtine on the eaſt. With regard to truitfulns orth 
the land of Canaan far excelled any country vi rue 
which we are acquainted; for the children of ling 
reaped their ſixty, and their hundred folds. It my 
have been ſo; otherwiſe a country of ſimilar ext 
to tne principality of Wales, to which it hath be 
compared tor ſize, could not have lultained fo man 
hundred thouſands of people, who carried on but i On i 
commerce with neighbouring nations. On accour ompa! 
of its fertile ſoil, and luxuriant crops, it is frequenii , the 
celebrated in leripture. By this conſideration, Mol 
recommended to the Ifrachtes obedience to the con 
mandments of the Lord: For the Lord thy 69 


tine, 
A0 1 
hat 1 


od c 
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s bot 
ountr 
rom h 


ordan, 
uth v 
 Idun 
« bringeth thee into a good land; a land of brooks: bing, c. 
s water, of fountains, and depths that ſpring out My:;-- pr 
* valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barg tene 
and vines, and fig- trees, and pomegranates; a la izlity 
© of oil-ohve, and honey; a land wherein t ence. 
© ſhalt eat bread without ſcarceneſs, thou ſhalt not re der 
any thing in it; a land whole ſtones are iron, ahi; ot 
< out of whole bills thou mayeſt dig braſs. li e appo 
then was the firſt benefit here mentioned, which en fü 
conferred upon his vineyard. He planted i it in a WS (ul, « 
fruitful hill. This circumſtance ought to rene 1; 
us, my brethren, of the kindneſs of God, in gi ths P. 
us the good land in which we dwell for a poll W nar 


which, though far inferior to Canaan in fruittulnaMi-: h- 
is, in many reſpects, preferable to moſt count em, G. 
Senſible of the powerful obligations we are het red n- 
brought under, let us bring forth fruit unto Goc, feſon 
endcavour to behave | in a manner ſuited to the if dmplete 
portant advantages we enjoy. Ire to l. 
Dn, whi 

2 And he fenced it, and gathered out lg: worte 


liones thereof, and planted it with the cho: 7 
vil 
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ine, and built a tower in the midſt of it, and 
1) made a wine-preſs therein: and he looked 
hat it ſhould bring forth grapes, and it brought 
:th wild grapes. 


+ ER. 2. 


od conferred upon the vineyard of his church. 
e incloſed it with a fence, which ſerved to mark 
s boundaries, to diſtinguiſh it from neighbouring 
countries, to prevent the hand of fraud or violence 
rom hurting it, and to hinder its rapacious enemies 
rom injuring the vines. The land of Iſrael was en- 
ompaſſed with excellent natural fences: on the weſt 
by the Mediterranean ca; on the eaſt was the river 
ordan, the ſea of Galilee, and the Dead ſea; on the 
uth were the deſerts of Arabia, and the mountains 
fldumea; and on the north was a ridge of moun- 
bins, called Antilibanus. All theſe, however, would 
are proved no better than bowing walls, and totter- 
g fences, to guard its inhabitants, had not the Al- 
ighty ſuperadded the protection of his kind provi- 
Nence. He himſelf, his favour, and power, were their 
re defence; for he was not only the glory in the 
10t of them, but a wall of fire round about them. 


Ic appointed falvation for walls and bulwarks, as was 


Itzn fung in the land of Judah. Such was the won- 
eriul, conſtant protection which God afforded his 
ople Iirael, that, during the three ſolemn feſtivals, 
| the Patiover, Pentecoſt, and Tabernacles, when all 
de mites went up to Jeruſalem, and the whole land 
aht have become an eaſy prey to the nations around 
km, God preſerved their country in fafety, and per- 
ted not the neighbouring kingdoms to invade their 
eſions. And that no advantage derived from a 
Wit fence might be wanting to his vincyard, he 
e 10 Iſrael the ceremonial law, that wall of parti- 

n, which ſeparated them from all other people of 

e vorig, and kept them from incorporating with 
m He gave them alio the moral law, which in- 

| ſtructed 


Theſe words deſcribe other external benefits, which 
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ſtructed them in the duty they owed to God, andy a 
one another ; and ſerved as an excellent mean ohe 
tain them withia proper bounds in their whole c fry 
duct. I may add, that the judges, princes, and rule ot 
whom God raited up among them, were the el n 
iutruments of prelerving them in order and fafcn- be: 
Let us recollect with gratitude, the defence vid fro 
God hath formed around us as a people, and H Obec 
church he hath planted among us, whereby he E habi 
in mercy guarded us from innumerable dangers, cour 
proteQed us from our powerful enemics ; whilt Deut 
hath favoured us with his law and goſpel, and, then 
many 1mportant reſpects, put a difference between are 
and neighbouring nations. Theſe diſtinguiſhing Make 
vours ought to excite us to be fruitful in every yoollimart; 
work. Jeſta 
And gathered out the ſtones thereof. That 2 wu nor 
yard, or garden, be properly formed and cultiva.WWoyed 
a fence muſt not only be put around it, but f try 
ſtones, which would mar its beauty, ſpoil the grober! 
of the vines, and prevent its fruitfulnefs, muſt a hure! 
be gathered out. This necellary benefit God lit earat 
wiſe beitowed upon his church of old. In the le wi, 
rative lenie, in which this fong muſt be explar hl And 
the gathering out the ſtones here mentioned, Mellen: 
denote the expuliion of the idolatrous nations vid oi 
dwelt in Canaan, prior to the time in which d vi; 
Lraclitith church was planted in that land. I reat n. 
obdurate people had been infenſible to the revc/ati r 
of the wrath of God againſt all unrigEtcouines 2 eſt vi, 
ungodlineſs of men: they had remained una erticul 
with the bleſſings of his goodneſs, who gave ld wit! 
rain from heaven, and fruitſul ſeaious ; and vi Nriched 
they knew God, they glorifed him not as God, ﬀitcheq 
ther were thankful : they changed the glory cio, 
incorruptible God into an image made like to co Etnce, | 
tible man, and to birds, and beaſts, and creep heave 


things; and therefore were fignificantly repre 


by the ſtones of the field. Had the people 
110 
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ſuffered to remain among the Iſraelites, they muſt 
have greatly ſpoiled the beauty of their church, ob- 
fruded its increaſe, and hindered its fruitfulneſs. They 
would have proved a ſnare to the poſterity of Abra- 
ham, wherein they might have been entangled ; and, 
by their idolatrous and vicious practices, that highly 


obedience to God, into criminal cuſtoms, and bad 
habits. This is plainly intimated in the pathetic dil- 
courſe which Moſes delivered to them, recorded 
Deut. iv. To this figurative deſcription of the Hea- 
then our Saviour perhaps alluded, in the anſwer he 
gave to ſome of the multitude, who aſked kim to re- 
duke his diſciples “. — This benefit, which was re- 
arkably conferred upon the church under the Old 
Telament, in the days of Joſhua, and afterward {till 
more eminently in the reign of David, is likewiſe en- 
joyed under the preſent diſpenſation. In the ſcriptures 
of truth, all hypocrites, all who know not God, and 
obey not the goſpel, are exprelsly excluded from the 
hurch of Jeſus Chriſt ; and, in due time, a complete 
eparation ſhall be made between the righteous and 
ge wicked, 

And planted it with the choiceſt vine. However ex- 
ellent the ſituation of a vineyard, though it be well 
aid out, and highly improved, yet it planted with 
dad vines, all the labour and expences will be in 
great meaſure loſt. The chief excellence, therefore, 
| 2 vineyard, conſiſts in its being planted with the 
delt vines. Accordingly this circumſtance is here 
particularly mentioned. God planted his church of 
Id with a noble vine, and wholly a right ſeed : he 
nriched his vineyard with the choiceſt vines. He 
tched upon Abraham, his friend, as the ſtock from 
mom, through his rich bleſſing, and kind provi- 
ence, there ſprung ſhoots in number, as the ſtars 
heaven, and the ſand by the ſea-ſhore. There was 


* Luke xix. 40. 
indeed 


firoured nation might have been ſeduced from their 
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corporated by excellent laws, diſt inguiſned by pecu- 


vd . -- Cir, | 


indeed no intrinſic, ſuperior excellence in this pre 
patriarch, or his deſcendents, but what was the gift 
of the Father of lights, who made them to differ, 
whoſe choice rendered them choice vines; and who, 
contrary to nature, grafted them into the true vine, 
from whence, deriving nouriſhment, they became 
good and fruitful. Among that generation of Lad 


0 

bel 
fro 
Atte 


ſilte 


wer 
whom Joſhua introduced into the land of Cana, ue 
and planted in it, there were many illuſtrious per. mitt 


ſons, who were eminent for faith and holineſs; and cteir 
who gave memorable proofs of obedience to God, nam: 
of whoſe mighty acts they had been witneſſcs, and beau. 
of whote bounty they had largely participated. In. Moher 
was k 
allo 
* and 
halt. 


liar privileges, and honoured with confpicuous muks 
of divine approbation, this vineyard is juſtly ſaid to 
have been planted with the choiceſt vine.——]n 


this reſpect, what is here ſaid of the Old- Tes na: 
tament church, afforded only a faint repreicntation is eye 
of the felicity of the church under the New Tel Wind u. 
ment, at the head of which ſtands Jeſus Chriſt, te here 
true vine; with his branches, the apoſtles, and a lels, u. 
numerous renowned followers, who were filled which; 
the fruits of righteouſneſs. Upon us then the bene-Wccount 
fit here mentioned, hath been conferred in a mo hich 1 
eminent degree than upon Iſrael of old; and, Mie land 
this circumſtance among others, we are brought vi! the 
der the ſtrongeſt obligations to bring forth fruit un!9po::ir:; 
God. A 
And built a tower in the mid/t of it. This 1s He 17} 
fifth benefit which the prophet here mentions, u. 
having been beſtowed upon the church of 0.088 1:7 ; 
Towers were ancicntly erected in vineyards, as ι4, , anc 
of defence againit the hoſtile attacks of eue ien, 
they were intended to be the reſidence of thoſe vi) be. 
kept them: they ſerved as ornaments to the vine ic relied, 
and conduced to the pleajure of ther proprictors J e. peel; 


the tower, which God is here ſaid to have built n 
church of Ilracl, may be meant, the city ot f Jeri! 1 7 


I L 
NA 
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104 vineyard, That famous city was remarkable for 
being a place of great ſtrength and ſecurity, as appears 
from the deſcriptions given of it in ſcripture, and the 
attempts of the many powerful enemies which it re- 
fed. The kings of Tirael, and their counſellors, who 
were the guardians of the public ſatety, refided there: 
te prophets, and the prieſts allo, to whom was com- 
mitted the. inſpection of the vineyard, had likewiſe 
their reſidence in this metropolis; It was a great or- 
nament to the Ifraelitiſh nation, renowned for its 
beauty and fituation, the joy of the whole earth, 
wherever its fame had reached. In its palaces God 
was known for a refuge. For lo, the kings were 
* alſembled, they paſſed by together. They faw it, 
and ſo they marvelled, they were troubled, 4 
© haited away '. It was the place whercin God put 
is name, in whit h he delighted to dwell, upon which 
bis eves and his heart were fixed continually tor good; 
and when, in his good pleaſure, he built up the walls 
hereof, he was pleaſed with the ſacrifices of righteouſ- 
ls, with burnt- ofterings, and whole burnt.offerings, 
ich were offered upon his altar. On theſe, and other 
Kccounts, we ſuppoſe, that the city of Jeruſalem, 
hich was thought to be ſituated near the midſt of 
he land of Canaan, was the tower which God built 
n the vincyard of his ancient church. Corre- 
ponding to this privilege, we, under the New Teſta- 
nent, enjoy advantages equal, yea, greatly ſuperior to 
bole which Hrael derived from their famous metro- 


0:15 


And 916 made a wine-preſs therein. This 1s the 
mp and laſt-mentioned advantage which the church 
Pa enjoyed: the others, paſſed over in ſilence, 
be lu 5 poled, or included, in thoſe which are ex- 
zelle. Li imagine every vineyard hath commonly a 
Me-pzels made in it, Or Near it, for ſqucezing and ex- 
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tracting the wine from the grapes. In alluſion to thi 


practice, the bleſſed God is here ſaid to have made; 4 
wine-preſs in the vineyard of his church, that he migh ter 
therein collect the fruits of his vineyard, and all thy S'** 
praiſe and glory which he juſtly expected to receive, Piel 
Learned men are divided in opinion reſpecting why . 
is here intended by the wine-preſs. Some have 115 Y 
thought, that the altar was thereby ſignified, upon had 
which the blood of ſacrifices, and drink- offerings d Veit 
wine, were poured out; others have contended, thu “ 
the prophets were thereby repreſented, whom Go Nen 
ſent unto his people, to preſs them, by their inſtru, WE 
tions and example, to the exerciſes of true regime 
and virtue. I rather ſuppoſe, that the temple of ſe pre a1 
ruſalem was fignified by the wine-preſs, in which the pref 
aſſemblies of Iſrael were convened : the fruits of faith, . <* 
of righteouſneſs, and obedience, were, in ſome meaſure, i my ſt 
collected and expreſſed in the ſacrifices, the prayer, . E, 
and praiſes, which were therein preſented to the Mo "= an 
High. This beautiful edifice was a kind of public I 1 175 
poſitory, in which all the gifts and graces of God, | 
people were expreſſed in the moſt becoming mane 3 
in obedience to Jehovah, and to his glory. The tribe PW p 
of Ifrael, who went up thither, were ſtrongly urge 2g 
to the exerciſe of devout affections, and good cu WH 01 
duct, whereby the public benefit was promoted, al Mio 
their own fruitfulneſs demon'trated.——— Under :ſ 2 1155 
better diſpenſation, with which we are favoured W = 
Jeſus Chriſt affords us many greater prerogatives ti | whe 
thoſe which were enjoyed in the temple by the pole in 58 
rity of Abraham. Such were the importaut a 10 5 
vantages which God was pleaſed to confer up" iy. ng 
vineyard of his ancient church. Let us not over. . 
nor envy their privileges. The bleſſings we ene)! 3 
far more excellent than the benefits they poſehe ing 
| Deeply impreſſed then with a grateful ſenſe of C00 Fould te 
diſtinguiſhing goodneſs, let us diligently umproe Vo 
for animating us to the faithful performance ot c- "Ao 


good work. | 


4 
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And he looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes. At- | | 
ter ſo much had been done for the vineyard, the 10 
great Lord of all juilly expected, that it would have $ 
Ficlded good fruit in great abundance. The event | 
however proved otherwite. Known unto God are all || 
his works from the beginning. From everlaſting he 3 
had a full view, and perfect knowledge of all the 1 | 
veits of time; and therefore, ſtrictly ſpeaking, he 1. 
never finds any thing different from what he clearly 
wreknew would certainly come to pais. Notwith- 
tanding, duappointment of expeltagon is here a- 
cribed to God, reſpecting the confequences of the Wit 
are and kindneſs he had ſhewn to his church. The il. 
xpreflion is uſed in condeſceniion to the weaknels of | 
dur Capacities, and muſt be underſtood fo as to be 1 0 
tonſiſtent with the infinite perfection of the divine 4 04 
ature, and the glorious attributes of Jehovah. Men 1 
pho are attentive to their vineyards, and beſtow much N 
are and expence upon their cultivation, naturally ex- | ff 
ect fruits in fome meaſure propor tioned to their la- ala 
jour and charges, and would not be a little diſap- | F 
omted did they prove otherwiſe. You who are 1 
ubandmen, entertain the pleaſing hope, that, in the | 
cers of appr reaching harveſt, you ſhall be abundantly 
compenſcd for ail the coit and toil you have laid 


- «wx —— — 
— am” pA 


ut upon your fields. In like manner, the blefled 10 
50d looks for fruit from the vincvard of his church, Wt 
ntzd to the many advantages they have on . ed; and, | 0 f 
this proſpect, he exerciſes much long: ſu: fering to- 7 
arc the zm. This expectation, YO L Muſt ackar OWE hee, | 1 

ut and reaſonable, accorc ling to the well-known 77 


li Or equity, 0 10 Whon! much 58 8 ive "I; mucn w 111 
be required.“ The proper ef:ts, hower er, the: de- 
ale e of the divine kindnel 8 and Care, 

not be diſcerned; in the vineyard of Ifrael. 
1d to God that, in this re! e:pect, we may bear them 1 
reien 2 255 e; but, being pianted in the houte of Wha 
e Lord, let us (ill bring! forth 11 uit, to hw that the 5 
I 1 Lord 
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Lord is upright, he is our rock, and there is no un. 
righteouſneſs in him. | 

And it brought forth wild grapes. Inſtead of the goo 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which tend to the glory d 
God, and comfort of men, the Yraelitiſh church pr, 
duced only wild grapes, the fruits of corrupt nature 
They entertained wrong ſentiments concerning the 
ways of God, particularly reſpecting the way by which 
they might have become righteous before him. The 


and! 


followed after the law of righteouſneſs, but did n The 
© attain to it; becauſe they fought it not by fit, as a 
* but as it were by the works of the law: for te eme 
* ſtumbled at that ſtumbling- ſtone “.“ Falſe notions H endin 
of the great promiſed Meſſiah, of the rites they weredtin 
commanded to obſerve, and the facrifices which t ecctati. 
offered, were exceedingly prevalent among them. Ther |MMcuity | 
indulged corrupt affections: they were addicted to ali! con, 
manner of vice and wickednels ; ſuch as 1dolar,!-1d t 
pride, oppreſſion, and injuſtice, which they prada were 
under the cloak of a high profeſſion. They rebel re the 
againſt God: © they deſpiſed his judgments, ud to ! 
* walked not in his ſtatutes, but polluted his {abbattsÞilzr ir 
for their heart went after their idols 4.“ Hence !! ned ir 
heavy charge which God brought againſt men kr 
the prophet Jeremiah, * | had planted thee a nol Mica 
vine, wholly a right ſeed : how then art thou turn:WMY \:i;c 

into the degenerate plant of a ſtrange vine uni lc: the 
* met?” Their beſt performances were no beticr H actin, 


wild grapes, and the cluſters of Gomorrah, hie 


though outwardly beautiful, were putrid and ulcle 
On the part of God, no care or pains was wan 
but ſo ſtrong was the corruption of Itrael, that! 
abuſed the divine goodneſs, and turned the graced 
the Moſt High into wantonnets : very great Ws 
diſproportion between the means employed for the 
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Have not we, my brethren, foolifhly acted cc, bc be: 
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"me meaſure, their criminal conduct, by the ungrate- 
£1] returns we have made to the Giver of all good for 
hi diſtinguiſhing kindnefſes. Aſhamed of our paſt un- 
Kruitkulneſs, let us henceforth have our fruit unto holi- 
neſs, that, in the en., we may obtain everlaſting life. 


And now, O inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and 
men of ſudah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me 
and my vineyare., 


Theungrateful, unprofitable people, with whom God 


vas at variance, are here conſtituted judges by ſu- 


reme authority, and invited to decide the cauſe de- 
ending between the God of Iſrael and themſelves, re- 
pecting the reaſonableneſs and juſtice of the divine ex- 
dectations, Such is the perfect righteouſneſs and 


quity of the divine procedure, and ſuch his wonder- 


| condeſcenſion, that he not only permits ſinners to 
lead their cauſe before him, but, ſuſpending as 
were his ſovereign rights, he offers to plead be- 
dre the tranſgreſſors, to account for his conduct, 
nd to {ubmit to the judgment of his creatures. Si— 
lar inſtances of this aſtoniſhing grace are men- 
ned in ſcripture: a remarkable one is recorded in 
e Hrſt part of the ſixth chapter of the prophecies 
Micah; * Hear ye now what the Lord faith, 
Arie, contend thou before the mountains, and 
let the hills hear thy voice,” Sc. The Almighty, 
acting in this manner, obligeth ſinners to condemn 
miwives, and to pronounce their own ſentence; of 
pct 1 will mention two memorable examples, ſerv- 
E t illuſtrate this remark. When the Lord ſent 
ian che prophet, to repreſent to David his crimi- 
conduct, David was neceſſitated, by the meſſage he 
acl, to pronounce ſentence upon himſelf; as you 
lee by confulting the twelfth chapter of Second 
1d. Our bleed Saviour, by a parable, reſembling 
ne before us, fo accurately deſcribed the charac- 
m6 conduct of the rulers of the Jews, that they 
© ompeled to condemn themſelves: When 
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therefore (ſaid Jeſus Chriſt) the lord of the vineyyd = 
© cometh, what will he do unto thoſe huſbandna! 5 
They fay unto him. He will miſerably deſtroy tho y 
© wicked men, and will let out his vineyard uny [ 
© other huſbandmen, who ſhall render him the fruit 290 
in their ſeaſons *. In the verſe under conſideration, 8 0 
the Lord our God called upon the inhabitants of te con 
highly favoured city Jeruſalem, and the men of Juda, chu. 
to whom he had granted many aneiimable priv. f. 
leges, to judge betwee him and them; in doin WW plicd 
which, juſtice and equity would conſtrain them n all tl 
decide againſt themſelves. Never was ſuch a ca his 1 
heard before any judge. Never was a court c. dah | 
cerncd in a matter of ſuch magnitude. Never ver can f. 
{uch parties beard at the bar of any tribunal : on te cect 
one part, the God of the whole earth, before wb that « 
all nations are leſs than nothing, and vanity ; and, nen 
the other part, finful duſt and aſhes, guilty crœatue Do v. 


not eit 
ways; 
hearts 
ward 
other | 
Upon 1 


a backfliding people. Never was a ſubject of {ucl 
extent and conſequence agitated before any jud,ment 
ſeat, it being no leſs than the whole conduct of th 
great Lord of all toward his church, and the whot 
behaviour ot the church toward him. To vou, m 
friends, whom God hath favoured with many fig 


advantages. he now appeals for your deciſon up mours 
his kindnefſes toward you, and your ingratitude = ſupp 
miſimprovement. He will always be juilified uz verßon 
he ſpeaketh, and el-ar when he judgeth ; and bet now in 
him every mouth muſt be ſtopt, and all the world happy e 
come guilty. Judge then righteovs judgment: on err, 


ellly ſy 


not fooliſh prejudices, or partiality to yourlelves, to N14 
3 
em ret 


your deciſion; but declare plainly, what, in {ound 

jon, are vour lentiments upon the ſubject ol CON! 

verfy; and if your determination be jult, it mu 
tor God, and againſt yourſelves. | 


the DO we 

umrerſal 

appears 0 
| Oe Us, 

4 What could have been done more to 

mne yard, that I have not done in it? whe 


* 
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when [ looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes ? 


In the'e words, God as it were brings an action 
again t his ungrateful profeſſing people. He [peaks 
as one confident of the goodneſs of his cauſe; and 
contends, that he had not omitted to afford his 
church every advantage heceſſary to render it fruit- 
fal. Do vou rep! ly, or think it might have been re- 
plicd, to the inquiry here made, that he, for whom 
all things are poſſible, could eaſily, by the power of 
his victorious grace, have converted the men of ju- 
dah from the error of their ways; otherwite people 
can fruſtrate the grace of God, and make it of none 
efe& ; elſe God had not done all to his vineyard 
that could have been done in it? We afhrm, that 
men cannot render the grace of God of none effect. 
Do you ſeriouſly think, that the almighty God can- 
[not eltectually convert ſinners from the error of their 
ways; that he hath not power to give them new 
hearts ; ; that he is unable to write his laws upon their 
ward parts; and thac, having promiſed thefe, and 
other ſimilar bleſſings, his fuccets entirely depends 
upon the varving inclinations, and capricious hu- 
mours of men? You mult be ſenſivie, that, by ſuch 

« luppoſition, you aſcribe ihe glory of finuers con- 


verſion not to God, but to themſelves : you err, not 


knowing the ſcriptures, which uniformly attribute this 


happy change to him who worketh all in all; and 


you err, not knowing the power of God, whic h can 
Rally urmount every obſtaclè that might Made men 
70M returning to the Moſt High. Notw ithſtanding 
the power of ſchovah could have ealily effectuated a 
univerſal bleſſed change in tne church of Irael, there 
@ppcacs great Propricty and zuſtice in the inquiry be- 
8 us, when underſtood, as it ou ht, not in an ab- 
blüte and unlimited, but 1 in a configs and reſtricted 
aſe No doubt God's ould have done much more 
imp ovement of mat people than he actually 
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performed under the Old Teſtament : he could hare 
given them eyes to ſee, ears to hear, and hearts t 
love him: he-could have given them this Spirit, and 
cauſed them to walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep li, 
judgments, and do them. There 1s, however, a pe. 
culiar force and energy in the queſtion here put, 
which we will more clearly perceive, by recollecting 
the character of the perſons to whom 1t was originally 
directed. A few excepted, who were Jews inwardly 
whoſe circumciſion was that of the heart, in the f ſpirit, 
they were a carnal and ſelt-righteous people, the ſer. 
vants of corruption, and inſenſible of their need of 
divine grace, to effectuate their converſion to God. 
To convince them of their inability to return to God, 
and the infufticiency for this purpoſe of all external 
means and advantages, God requires them to far, 
What could have been done more for his vinerard? 
What other means, ſubſervient to their ſalvation, and 
neceſſary to promote their happineſs, ſuited to the 
diſpeniation under which they lived, could they have 
withed to enjoy, beſide thoſe with which they were 
favoured. The Lord their God had put them in 
poſſeſſion of a good land; he had exterminated fron 
before them the (anaanites; ; he had given them good 
laws; he had raiſed up among them great ow; for 
their defence; he had ſent his ſervants, the prophets, 
to inſtruct them; he had inſtituted among them the 
ſolemn lervices of his w orſhip; he had erected io! 
them a moſt magniſicent temple, the admiration dd 
the world; he had multiplied to them his favours: 
and chaſtized them for their fins, with many !evere 
judgments. Could any thing more have been Cone 
to render them fruitful in good works, beſide hing 
them the Holy Spirit, the neceſſity of whole inllucnce 
they were unwilling to acknowledge. —Thi> | 1 ec 
ente us with an aflecting inſtance of the u. 
neis and depravity of human nature, which c 0 
be cured by the belt means appointed fr this £9 
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which God 1s ever ready to beſtow upon thoſe who, 
convinced of their own impotence, humbly and ear- 
neltly alk it of him. 

Wherefore when I looked that it fhauld bring forth 
grape, brought it forth wild grapes? The bleſſed God 
here d lelcribes his conduct toward his church after the 
manncr of men; who, having cultivated their vine- 
var i, 51 150 that the fruits ſhould, in ſome meaſure, 
corre Wl Lo the great care and expence with which 


they "ow en attended, and are conſequently much 
diz ere, when it e otherwiſe. Though the 


great Lord of all perfectly knew that he was not to 


Irceeive adequate returns for the benefits he had con- 
ferred, he is nevertheleſs repreſented as looking 1or 
the fruits of his kindneſs and care, in the obedience of 
his neople 3 to remind them of his conſtant inſpection, 
is juſt expectation, and his high diſpleaſure at their 
unprotitableneſs. This momentous circumitance I en- 
devoured to illuſtrate, when treating the {ſecond verſe, 
2 I likewile occurred; and therefore 1 think it 

mocefſary to ſay more on the ſubject at prefent, than 


10 1 en it to your ſerious practical regard. In 


ttc parable of the fig- tree, dchvered by our Saviour, 
corded in the thirteenth chanter of Luke, from the 
[ix au verſe, the great God is repreſented as looking 
uit: when he findeth none, he is juſtly offend- 

1 ; and, after ſome time, he ordered it to be cut 
bun. This prefents us with a juſt view of what will 
= our certain doom, if, when God looks for faith, 
e obſerves unbelief; for repentance, and beholds pre- 
umpuon ; for love, and ſceth hatred ; for patience 
diy, ad lo murmuring; for ee and in- 
ad © the reot beckfliding ; for fruit, and nothing to 
ound but leaves. It ſac h is our unhappy cond1- 
ion, what, what can we expect, but that when we cry 
0 þ Gout for mercy, we find none; when we with for 


"1 9) 
dal hen we look for good, evil cometh; and 
ch expect ſucceſs, behold dilappointmeat : ? Per- 
nüt 


at, benola d af ; ; when we deſire peace, behold 
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mit me then to addreſs you, in the words of the apoltl 
Peter, Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, 


and to virtue knowledge; and to knowledge, t gre 
* perance; and to temperance, patience ; and 5 pe. uni 
© tience, godlineis; and to godlineſs, brotherly kind. mel 
* nels; and to brotherly Kindneis, charity. For if tne 
« theſe things be in you, and abound, they m:k« you mat 
© that ye ſhall neither be barren, nor unfeoitful in the 18 
© knowledge of our Lord * Chritt “. and 
| Bein 
5 And nom go to; l will tell you what | . 
will do to my vineyard ; Iwill take away the : 
/ | purpt 
hedge thereof, and it {hall be caten up: «dF... 
break down the wall thereof, and it mall be MW the r 
trodden down. cond 
This 
In this, and the following verſe, God denounce this u. 
againſt the vineyard of his church the moſt au fuld Wi & cn: 
ſerved judgments, which the coniciences of tho he be 
whom he appealed muſt have acknowledged Jult an the fa; 
equitable.— We have before us the divine purpole ed 
determination reſpecting the liraelitiſh church, wi TORY 
the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to make known, Marie 
our prophet, for their and our inſtruction. © Sure Hoary 
the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealct! bi bath w. 
« ſecret unto his ſervants the prophets f.“ Be Mo; ©, 
quainted Noah of the flood he was about to bring taken; 
on the world of the ungodly : he intormed Abrahan EE ra 
of the deſtruction of Sodom: he revealed to ie ROM 
F 
the ſeven years famine with which the land of £ my i 
was vilited : to our prophet, Jeremiah, aud otheß, be brok 
communicated the knowiedge of the captivity 1 
bylon. The future fortunes of Ifracl and Judah wal bored 
foretold long before they happened, not on hs Weir en. 
ſtructive warnings of appr vaching judignicats wy e cequent. 
likewiſe for the ſame reaſon that our bleed Sit bent ; 


1 
told his diſciples butore- hand of the tre arp 0: jÞ 
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das, That ye may believe, ſaid he, that I am“. 
The Almighty indeed ſometimes executes upon tranſ- 
| crelfors thoſe judgments which were never heard of 
until they are felt. Commonly, however, he lets 
men hear of them before they are inflicted : he ſounds 
the trumpet before he goeth forth to battle: he inti- 
mates his deſigns to his ſervants, that they may call 
upon men to Prepare to meet the Lord; to repent, 
and return to the Moſt High, that they periſh not. 
| Being thus warned, they are deprived of every excuſe 
with which 1gnorance might have furniſhed them. 

[ will take away the hedge thereof; and to the fame 
purpoſe, in the following clauſe, and break down the 
wall thereof, The firſt judgment here threatened, is, 
the removal of the benefit firſt mentioned in the ſe- 
cond verſe, which God had-conferred upon his people. 
This circumſtance, worthy of our attention, conveys 
this ufeful inſtruction, That the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
events often begins to execute his judgments where 
he began to confer his favours, and removes them in 
the {ſame order he beſtowed them. The word tranſ- 
lated hedge, ſignifies a fence made of thorns, in- 
tended to protect the vineyard, or garden, from the 
muries it might receive from the beaſts of the field. 
1h2t which is rendered all, means a ſtrong tence 
built with ſtones, deſigned to protect it from the hand 
0: fraud or violence. The hedge threatened to be 
ten away, we ſuppoſe, was the defence which God 
around the Iraclitiſh church, by means of laws, 


Juizes, princes, and rulers, whereby he guarded them 
tom innumerable dangers. The wall threatened to 
be broken down, may ſignify the protection of divine 
providence, which encompaſſed them like a wall, and 
þ70ved a lure defence againſt the hoſtile attacks of 
KF enemies, Thele being removed, they were con- 
ſequeritiy to be expoſed to imminent dangers, and 
POEM zncurſions, upon all quarters. This great ca- 


* John xiii. 19. 
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lamity Moſes, the ſervant of the Lord, anciently e 
told ſhould certainly be inflicted upon them, did ther Ion 
forſake God, and break his covenant: Then (ai Ko 
* God) my anger ſhall be kindled againſt them in tot 
* that day, and I will forſake them, and I will hide m ſere 
* face from them, and they ſhall be devoured, ani 983 
* many evils and . ſhall befal them *.“ Afark Fa 
contemplating the forlorn ſtate of this vineyard, when C1 
this threatening l a partial accompliſhment, 

thus complains: * Why haſt thou broken down ne 6 


« hedges, ſo that all they which paſs by the way ds Dru: 
« pluck her. The boar out of the wood doth Watte ö 
© it, and the wild beaſt of the field doth devour 


0 it ; | Clou, 

It ſhall be eaten uþ—and it ſhall be trodden dn O. 
Theſe expreſſions plainly foretold in what manner ti neu 
Jewiſh nation were to be treated by their enemie; vrai. 
ſome of whom were to be greedily devoured, wit vines 


others ſhould be trampled upon with indignation, and] be 
trodden down in triumph, as a proof of their ſubjecia n. 
to foreign power. And thus it actually came to pb. 1+; 
when, on account of their multiplied tranſprefſion, WM « :;. 
God deprived that people of their defence, and et. 
poled them to the hoſtile attacks of their power be . 
enemies. The Aſſyrians fell upon Ephraim; ner 
Babylonians attacked Judah: they laid waſte th 
land, they demoliſhed their ſortreſſes, they burn 
their temple, and led them away captive into {trans 
countries, until they found, in woful experience, what 
in evil and bitter thing it was, that they had forlaket 
the Lord their God. And afterward theſe prediction 
were more fully verified, when the Romans carri 
devaſtation through the whole land, and both con 
ſumed and trod them down, uiitil deſtruction cam 
upon them to the Unten Theſe righteous 
judgments, executed upon Urael and Judah for = 
fins, are recorded for our admonition ; and 10K 
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us to beware of abuſing the many ineſtimable privi- 
leges we enjoy, leſt God be thereby provoked to take 


away from us the hedge of his protection. 


Attend 


tothe direction given for this purpoſe, by the prophet 


ſeremian ; 


Go ve now unto my place, which was in 


Shiloh, where I fet my name at the firſt, and ſee 
© what I did unto it, for the wickedneſs of my people 


FP oo 3 
Y lirac] . 


6 And I will lay it waſte: 


it ſhall. not be 


pru: ied, nor digged, but there ſhall come up 


| briers x” thorns : 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 


I will alſo command the 


Other evils are here threatened to be executed upon 
t2e unfruitful houſe of Iſrael, as conſequences of the 


prediction contained in the precedin 


The 


vineyard which God had planted in Canaan, was to 
be ſo defolated as to become like a deſert or wilder- 


5 
Ne erg. 


With this prophecy the declaration publiſhed 


by leremiah exactly agrees: For thus hath the Lord 


4 wm 6 
141 d, 


The whole land ſhall be deſolate; 1 
not make a full end f.“ 


vet will ! 
Though the nation was to 


be Deepa and the forctold devaſtation was to be 


Ee 


al, the whole church of God was not to be de- 


trove ed; a remnant of the true worſhippers of God 


V. a8 { 
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ill to be preierved, 
ene, 


ath turned aide my \ 
I's he hath made — 


8 


([ 


me deſolate! 05 
y Jeſus Chriſt, toward the con- 


Hence, in the book of La- 
that remnant is introduced, bewailing 
eplorable condition, in theſe affecting words; ; 
ways, and pulled me in 
This threat- 


f alen ot his s public miniſtry; : * Behold, vour houſe is 


elt unto you deiolate ].“ 


17 V 
di. Was 


{O87 


And after his aſcenſion, 
accomplit hed in a {till greater de gree than in 
er times. It is unncceſſary „under this article, to 


—— 
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ſhew in what manner the Jewiſh church was brouglt 
into a ruinous condition, as this ſubject is deſcribid 
in the following part of this verſe, From what 
hath now been ſaid, we learn, that however high|y 


diſtinguiſhed by privileges and purity any church of 


God may be, it may ſo lamentably degeneratz as to 
be laid waſte by divine judgments. The church of 
Frael, the churches in Judea, the churches of Afi, 
are affecting proots of this intereſting truth. Whence 
originated the great change which paſſed upon thete 
churches? God, who conferred upon them molt im. 
portant advantages, juſtly expected that they would 
have repented of their evil ways; that they would 
have worſhipped him in the manner he required; 


that they would have executed juſtice, ſhewn mercy 


to the afflicted, and walked in his commandments: 
whereas they became unthankful, and unfruitful; in 
conſequence whereof, he withdrew from them his pro- 
tection, and then they were laid waſte. * Be thou 
* in{tructed, O Jeruſalem (faith God), leſt my foul 
£ depart from thee: leit 1 make thee delolate, 2 
land not inhabited *.? | 

It {hall not be pruned. By pruning trees, or vines 
the ſuperfluous, uſeleſs wood, that might hinder tha 
fruitſuinets, is lopt off with a proper inſtrument. Ihe 
exprefiion, applied to the church of God, may denot 
the exercile of neceflary diſcipline, by v hich vice-t6 
ceives a ſevere check, and evil men, who are uniruti 
ful to God, and injurious to others, are cut ot, like 
hurttul branches. This uſeful work is performed, 
by the ſervants of God, according to the direction 
given in his word; who, by their deciſions and cenlures, 
prove to the church what a pruning-hook is 10 it 
vine. Theſe deciſions, like the axe of which Jon 
the Baptiſt ſpeaks, they are ſometimes objiged to af 
to the root of the tree. Now, when God here att 
concerning his vineyard, it ſhall not be pruned, x 
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equainted his ancient church, that, at the period to 
hich he refers, he would not, for their benefit, correct 
hem any longer, nor employ his ſervants to repreſs 
heir abounding iniquities, or to cut off from among 
hem the wicked and profane. Thus were they to be 
-ived of a ſubſtantial proof of God's Kindneſs and 
arc toward his vineyard ; ©* Every branch in which 
hit beareth not fruit, he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may 
bring forth more fruit“. . Conſidering this pro- 
hecy as looking torward to the captivity at Babylon, 
he words mull be underitood in a limited ſenſe; for 
bout that period, the prophet Ezekiel, and others, 
rere employed in uling their beſt offices to cultivate 
his vineyard, which after that time aſſumed a much 
iter appearance. Viewing it as referring to the 
colation brought upon the Jewiſh church by the 
cmans, we may give the prediction its full torce ; 
r atter the days of our Saviour, and his apoſtlcs, 
hat once highly favoured people did no more enjoy 

3 peculiar privilege, of Which, as here foretold, 

bl were bercaved. 

Nr digged. In cultivating a garden or vineyard, 
Hees or vines mult be properly digged about, ia 
der to loole the earth, to expoſe it to the lun and 
rain, to clean away whatever is hurtful to the roots, 
d to give them room to grow and ſpread. In re- 
rence to this well-known practice, the figurative 
kpretion here uſed, may denote, that the faithful 
rants of God were no longer to be employed, in 
hing open the foundations upon which the faith and 
pe of the church were eſtabliſhed, in extcrmi- 
pun falſe opinions, in pulling up by the roots the 

rors that had crept in among them, and in de ach- 
Linc minds of men from earthly objects ; all woich 
e necetiary to their growth and fruivulneſs. Yo 


John xv. 2. 
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forth his ſervants in every age; and, when Properly Lk 
executed, it hath never failed, through the dune n. 


bleſfing, to produce the moſt happy effects. The le., 
Fon of it hath ever been attended with the voa“ 


requences, and therefore ought to be conſiders uch 
as a heavy judgment. Of the truth of this thru in 
ening the Jewith church had experience, in ſome medi. 


jure, about the time of the Babylonith captivity; MW: 3: 


when deſolated by the Romans, fo far from en e, 
the privvegs of being digged, in the ſenſe now cir Whey | 


that, in this reſpect, it was totally neglected. bell 

Tut there ſball come up briers and thorns. The ceire 
were threatened by the Almighty to be the produM they 
tion of the earth, when it was laid under the cue. 
after man had tranſpreſſed againſt his Maker“. nn 
conſequences of this awful curſe you have every 0 p in e 
before vour eyes, in the barrenneſs of the en | 
which, if left uncultivated, would produce inte 
nothing but theſe noxious plants, with which 1t would 
toon be over-run. Briers and thorns, you well know 
are hurtful] things, dangerous to handle, and 0 
for nothing almoſt but to be dug up, and burnt! 
the fire. They afford, however, an inſtruciive k 
preſentation of wicked men, who are often ou 0 
in Icripture under this ſimilitude. Of this you ma 
ice a remarkable inſtance, Micah vii. 4. where h 
church, complaining of the ſmall number, and d 
plora bie ern en of thoſe of whom it was comp! 
cd, thus ſpcaks: © The belt of them is as a one 
« the mott upright is ſharper than a chor: be 


yp 


In this figurative ſenſe the expreſſion beto e vs ml 


are wicked, ungodly people, whole minds ar oc 
pied with finful imaginations, whoſe lives are fl 
up with wicked actions, who are e unprofitable . 0 et 
{elves and hurtful to 5 Thevp ;roduce nothin 


Te 


unbelief, impenitence, and immorality, che unit 
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Forks of darkneſs, which never yield any real ad- 
Fantage to themſelves, or to the world: on the con- 
rarr, to them is to be attributed all the contuſion 
nd devaſtation that hath overſpread the earth. 
uch were the briers and thorns which were to ſpring 
p in the Jewiſh church, at the period to which this 
redicton refers; namely, at the time of the captivity 
t Babylon, and eſpecially at the deſolation made by 
he Romans., Notwithſtanding all the advantages 
hey had long enjoyed, many among them refuled 
believe the truths of God; or, if they profeſſed to 
ceire them, they would not 3 their lives; or, 
they pretended to ſome reformation, they did not 
erfevcre in their profeſſion. Their hearts were im— 
mated with the ſeeds of corruption, which grew 

pn; great abundance, and brought forth all manner 
F fin and w ickedneſs, not only without means, but 
| oppotition to excellent means of improvement. 

I <vitl alſo command the clouds that they rain no rain 
„it. This is the fixth, and laſt awful judgment, 
hich God here threatens to inflict upon the unfruit- 
Il vineyard of the jewiih church. Ra in, you know, 
thc {mall drops of water which fall from the hea- 
us upon the earth, communicating to it that moiſ- 
re of which it muſt be poeitciied, in order to its con- 
ing nouriſhment to the ſeeds which are fown into 
tat they may become fruitful. It is frequently 
wen of in a metaphorical lenſe in ſcripture; and 
en it de notes the word of God, to which it is com- 
red, Chap. lv. 10, 11. of this prophecy. The re- 
wblance merits attention. 'The rain ſent from hea- 
f to water the earth, is the effect of th je ſovercign 
od picaſure of the Almighty, who claims the gift of 
þ meſtimable blelling as his Peculiar prerogative “. 

| ke manner, the word of God is dilpented as 
* u good in "his light; he ſendeth it to one people, 
107 10 another; to one city, and not to another; 


* 
* x * 
4 
„ 4 


266 LECTURES ox THE Cnay,y 


at one ſeaſon, and not at another. The word of Got 
like ſhowers of rain, 1s ſometimes given more gently 
and iparingly, and at other times more copiouſly ar} 
plentifully. Like the literal rain, which fructifies th 
earth, it renders the people of God fruitful in every 
good work. — The prophets and teachers of the [ey, 
Hh nation, may be intended by the clouds here me. 
tioned. Their employment was, to collect the word 
of God, that, being filled with the knowledge of hi 
will, they might diſtribute this precious treaſure amonę 
the church; which, when accompanied with the d. 


vine bleſſing, rendereth them fruitful in knowledpe, % 
faith, and righteouſneſs. Here God threatens, that * 
he will command theſe clouds that they rain no rain 4 | 
of the word of God upon his vineyard, at the timet ! A, 
which this prediction refers. How auful the juch. a 
ment! The rain is not more neceſlary to the earth, af 
than the word of the Lord to the ſouls of men. Ihe de 
great end of divine diſpenſations, the future manifel. bob 
ation of divine glory, the tender care of the Saviour "EY 
of the church, the weakneſs of our natural faculties 6; 
for receiving ſpiritual things, the feebleneſs of our 750 
graces which require continual ſupplies, the varicty d = 
temptations which muſt be reſiſted, all unite in dt a 5 
monſtrating the abſolute neceſſity of the rain beg ET 
ſpoken of. Truly deplorable then muſt be the cond fi | 
tion of thoſe who ſeek the word of God, and do na 3 SM 
find it; or, having obtained it, read, and do no 1 5 
underſtand it, nor receive the inſtructions and ca. he 
folations it is intended to convey. This, wil 3 
the former articles in the prediction, were remit "pus 
ably fulfilled, in different degrees, at the two meme 3 
rable periods I have marked for the time of their 20 33h x 
compliſhment. In the manner now deſcribed, a gh Per! 
teous God commonly proceeds againſt unfruitful prd 47 F 


feſſors in his church: in perfect righteoutnels, 
withdraws from them the ineſtimable privileges 5 
had ungratefully abuſed. This procedure ought 
excite us to improve, with the greateit — 

N importad 


n, was 
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important advantages we enjoy, leſt, by our neglect, 
we expoſe ourſelves to ſimilar divine judgments with 
thoſe inflicted upon the Jewiſh church, 


- For the vineyard of the LoRD of hoſts 75 
| the houſe of Iſrael, and the men of Judah his 
pleaſant plant: and he looked for judgment, but 


bchold oppreſſion; for righteouſneſs; hut behold 


a cry. 


This verſe contains a ſhort explanation of the chief 
ſubjects mentioned in the foregoing ſong, or parable.— 
By 'the houſe of Iſrael, is meant all the poſterity ot 
the patriarch Jacob, formed into one great family or 
ſociety. The deſcendants of that great man derived 
this name from a very memorable circumſtance, re- 
corded in the hiſtory of his life. There once wreſtled 
2 man with him until the breaking of the day, whom 
jacob refuſed to let go, except he bleſſed him. After 
alzing Jacob's name, he ſaid, Thy name ſhall be no 
more called Jacob, but Iſrael : for as a prince hait 
thou power with God and with men, and haſt pre- 
vailed“.“ This new and honourable name, which 
e received after this extraordinary tranſaction, hath 
deen beſtowed on his poſterity in all ages. The houſe 
pf lirael compoſed the vineyard of the Lord of hoſts, 
dn whom he conferred the peculiar prerogatives men- 
0124 in the firſt and ſecond verſes of this chapter, 
n conſequence of which he expected from them 
undance of good fruit. You that are attentive 
anot fail to remark, that the ſame perſon whom 


ine Lord of hoſts, of whom he here ſpeaks. This 
igity Lord, who does in the armies of heaven, and 
mong inc inhabitants of this earth, whatever pleaſeth 
im, was the object of our prophet's ſupreme aflec- 
51, aud the perſon to whom this ſong was ſung.— 
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ur prophet, in the fifth verſe, calle. his well-beloved, 
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And the men of Fudah his pleaſant plant. It is evident, 
as the writer ot the Epiltle to the Hebrews remarkz, 
that our Lord ſprang out of Judah, the tribe which 
contained within its boundaries the city Jeruſalem, in 
which reſided the kings of Irael, and wherein wiz 
built the temple of the Lord. After the other tribe; 
had apoſtatized from the worſhip of the true God, 
and © compaſied him about with lies, Judah ruled « if 
< with and was faithful with the Moſt Holy */ neſs 


d 


Among the men of Judah, the duties of divine WM whi 


.woriup, and the fruits of righteoufneſs, were found Bi pen 


in greater perfection and abundance than among eve 
the people of Ephraim. On this account they might fame 
have given them the deſcription of God's pleaſan: WW men 
plants, in whom he much delighted. It is 2 corre 
certain, and, my brethren, it is a comfortable truth, Hand 
that the Lord loveth them that follow after righteoul- uber 
neis; he taketh pleaſure in them that fear bim, and be lo 
that hope in his mercv. Let it be your chief ambi- WM ſtood 
tion to be of the planting of the Lord, in whom be then 
is glorified; and beloved of him, whoſe affection h ratio 
infinitely to be preferred to that of all the creatures. Cod. 
And he looked for judgment, but behold oppreſſion; many 
righteouſneſs, but behold a cry. By judgment, may erke t 
here meant the knowledge of good and evil, the d. toge 


cernment of right and wrong, united with the practice] and 
of juſtice and equity. In this ſenſe it frequently o thee 
curs in fcripture; as in the following paſſage: BleficaMs ve 
are they that keep judgment, and he that de ben «| 
* righteouſneſs at all times .“ The word may noFcivn'; 
only denote cνινανᷣẽ, but alſo mild conduct, mix alter 
with mercy and moderation, in exacting what is d tcou! 
to us by others, in oppoſition to rigour, and extrem n-(; i 
tererity. Thus it mult be underſtood, where the p d-2th 
phet entreats, Correct me, but with judgment; not 7: / 
* thine anger, leſt thou bring me to nothing! 12 
this laſt ſenſe, it ſtands in direct oppoſition to the MH U 


*Hoſea xl. 12. + 'Plal. cvi. 3. + Jer. x. 21 
| | prelag 
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preſſon which was ſubſtituted in its place. By 
righteouſneſs, may be intended that upright and juſt 
conduct which God requires us invariably to obſerve 
in all our tranſactions with one another, ſummed up 
in the perfect rule of equity given by our Saviour: 
« Therefore all things whatſoever you would that 
men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them: for 
this is the law and the prophets *.“ Such righteouſ- 
neſs forms a {triking contraſt to the fraud and injuſtice 
which gave occaſion to the cry of which the prophet 
ſpeaks. He that worketh this righteouſne!s hall 
never be moved. Both exprethons ſeem to be of the 
ſame import: or the former may relate to juſt ſenti- 
ments reſpecting good and evil; and the latter, to the 
correſponding practice of thoſe things that are juſt 
and equal. After the many important advantages 
wherewith God had diſtinguiſhed the people of Iſrael, 
be looked that they would have received, and under- 
MI food the inſtructions of judgment; he expected from 
em the exerciſes of righteouineſs, which exalteth a 
ration, and redoundeth to the praiſe and glory of 
Cod. Jo thele things they were encouraged by 
many promiſes of mott deſirable bleſſings ; of which 
take the following as a ſpecimen : © That which is al- 
together jult ſhalt thou follow, that thou mayeit live, 
and inherit the land which the Loi d thy God giveth 
thee .“ Indeed never did they flouriſh and pr roſper 
is when they performed judgment and righteouſneſs : 
hen they experienced the truth of their wiſe ſove- 
eign's excellent obſervations; * He that followeth 
atter ee e and mercy, findeth lite, righ- 
teoufneſe, and honour f. In the way of righteoul- 
he 15 is lit ite, and in che path- way ther cof there is no 
GEALL . 
But behold oppreſſion. The Hebrew word rendered 
gon, ſignifes a ſcab, a wound, or leproſy. As 
cle things :po!l the beauty and ſoundneſs oi the hu- 
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man body, and make it diſeaſed and loathſome, ſo 
oppreſſion renders the body politic, or ecclefial tical | 
deformed and odious, reduces it to a dangerous con. 


dition, and excludes it from agreeable intercourſe | 
with God. It is a very great evil, a very heinous fin y 
Oppreſſion conſiſts in the abuſe of power; and, there. q 
fore, moſt commonly proceeds from thoſe who are ex. h 
alted above others in opulence and influence: for 9 
what Solomon remarked of old is always true, That * 
on the ſide of oppreſſion is power.” It always dif. of 
covers a haughty and cruel diſpoſition, with a con. th 
tempt of juſtice and clemency. 'The poor and needy, thi 
the fatherleſs and the widow, the orphan and the pe 
ſtranger, are ordinarily the objects who are hurt ch1 
by this crime; and, therefore, God cautioned his ſuc 


people to beware of i injuring theſe helpleſs claſſes of MM the 
mankind “. Taking advantage from the neceſlities and Jer. 
ances, of the unhappy perſons who are the ob- « h. 
jects of it, to over-reach them, or prejudice their in. effe. 
terelts, it greedily ſeizes their poſſeſſions, deprives opp 
them of their liberty, injures their reputation and BMW thro 


credit, and employs every effort to make them appea corr 
weak or wicked, fooliſh or factious. Opprelion then boni 
is a very enormous crime, exceedingly offenſive h writ: 
God, and B injurious to the facred rights e pray 
mankind; being a wicked perverſion of the benerc· . more 


lent deſig! ns of divine providence, in exal ting ſome came 


perſons above others, that they may be a protection irom 
and ſupport to the weak and indigen it, that they may [owi: 
give counſel and comiort to them that need chem. golpe 
But bebeld a cry. It is not here ſaid who cri, M rava 
to whom the cry was directed; and fo the ex pre eher 
admits of a double interpretation, either as it ceic:v mot: 
the mournful complaints of the oppreilecd, or e ech. 
gorous demands - 52 Oppreffors. Oppreſtion 151 5 
crying fin, which, though the oppreſſed fhouid == a 

D, bod ih 2M 


filence, calleth aloud for vengeance. Suck, 


ever, is commonly the miſery of their condition, that 
they are obliged to unite their cry with that of their 
oppreſſors, who loudly exacted their cruel demands. 
Hundreds, thouſands loudly exclaimed, becaule their 
vinevards were taken from them, their houſes were 
devoured, their fields were pillaged, the wages they 
had earned were detained, the faces of the poor were 
grinded, their cauſe was not heard, nor their griev- 
ances redreſſed. Thoſe who aſſumed the character 
of prieſts and prophets, polluted the ſanctuary, and 
the ordinances of the Moſt High : the princes, and 
the rulers, injured the rights and properties of the 
people. In few words, ſuperſtition abounded in the 
church, injuſtice and oppreſſion in the ſtate : and to 
ſuch a pitch did theſe crying iniquities arrive, that 
the city Jeruſalem 18 thus ſpoken of by the prophet 
Jeremiah ; © She is wholly oppreſſion in the midſt of 
* her “.“ What a contrait between righteouſneſs, the 
effed of which is quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, and 
oppreſſion, attended with a cry that reacheth the 
| WY throne of the almighty Avenger! Such was the 
corrupt ſtate of the Jewiſh church prior to the Baby- 
1 bniſh captivity, as is abundantly evident from the 
writings of the prophets. This corruption and de- 
pravity arrived at a {till greater height, and became 
more conſpicuous, about the time our bleſſed Saviour 
came ſecking fruit from the vineyard; as we learn 
from the, parable, recorded Matth. xxi. 33. and fol- 
lowing verſes, and many other paſſages inſerted in the 
golpels. Let us then diligently beware of the ag- 
gravated crimes of injuſtice and oppreſſion, with the 
other ſins which expoled the poſterity of Hrael to the 


ve mare in their punihments. Contemplating their 
capurity, and afterward their deſtruction, as awful 
Farnmgs of the danger of unfruitfulneſs in thoſe 


1 
I. 


hom God hath diſtinguiihed by his favours, let us 
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mo!t terrible calamities, leſt, partaking in their ſins, 
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bring forth fruit with patience, that, having our fruit 
unto holineſs now, in the end, we may obtain everlaf. 
ing life. 


8 © Wo unto them that join houſe to houſe 
that lay field to field, till Here be no place, thy 
they may be placed alone in the midft of the 
earth. 


The firſt of the ſix woes denounced in this chapte, 
is againſt the covetous and av aricious, whoſe mind: 
are inflamed with inſatiable rapacity, and boundl: 
ambition. The perſons here deſcribed, already 
poſſeſſed a houſe and a field; but diflatisfied wit 
what they enjoved, they were cagerly intent upon at. 
quiring more; and were as anxious to enlarge their 
eſtates, as if their life and happineſs conſiſted in the 
abundance of earthly things. In oppoſition to the di. 
vine command, which required that they ſhould no! 
ſeck great things for themſelves, they were bent upon 
increaſing their riches, and enlarging their territoris; 
ſo that, like the grave, they could never fay it b 
enough: Meaſuring their eſtates by their deſre, 
they were greedy to acquire more houſes, and mot 
lands: endeavouring, by every mean, both fair and 
. to amaſs wealth, and increaſe gain, ther MMicrivi: 


werted their utmoſt abilities in forming and execuim iicrrif 
{he ys v. hereby they might add to their preafurs anx1o 
raid of loſing what they had acquired, they eat wy ons: 
ag of carefulnei: penurious in uting the richs Mus 2 
they e and ſolicitous to aggrandize their 10. to iv 
tunes, they deprived themſelves of the comfort thi! allals 
might have cnjoyed z they coveted the property © 0 pride: 
their neighbouis, an defrauded the great Lord of al 
of the tribute he juſily demands, as an acknon1e: [aciers 
nicht that all things come of him. By ſuccelstu! 11 
duſtry, and the blen ig of God attc 177 55 their at 
eit application to bulineis, th = mig t have uc deviſt 
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and on this account, we ſuppoſe, they would not have 
been cenſured. What was culpable in the perſons 
threatened, and what is condemned here, was the in- 
ſatiable defires, and inceſſant endeavours, of covetous 
men after earthly things. The expreſſion uſed in this 
verſe, like that of joining hand in hand, intimates, that 
they were keenly ſet on uniting together houſes and 

fields without end, that their name might continue 


-mplified in the conduct of covetous king Ahab, 
who, diſſatisfied with a kingdom, could not enjoy his 
yal domains, whilſt Naboth had a vineyard in the 
vicinity of his palace. 

Till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in 
| the mid/2 of the earth. The perſons ſpoken of, made 
their little felves the centre of their activity, in which 
ail the lines of their exertion terminated. Man be- 
ing a ſocial creature, deſigned to advance the intereſts 
of "ſociety, he muſt have counteracted the firit prin- 
cipies in his nature, by his covetous, ambitious en- 
deavours, that he might be placed alone in the midſt 
of the earth. The expreſſ on mult not be underſtood 
in its ſtricteſt ſenſe, as if the people, whoſe practice 
13 here condemned, wiſhed to live entirely alone, 
and to have no perſon near them. Men of the de- 
ſcription before us, are averſe to ſolitude, and often 
ſterried to be alone. It imports, that they were 
ansious no room might be left to rival them in 
power, influence, or property; ; that they were ſolici- 
tous all around them might be their inferiors, obliged 
to give them place, to do them homage as their 
all and tenants, to admintiſter fewel to their 
pride and ambition, and, in ſome reſpect or other, to 
ccnouledge them their ſuperiors. Such odious cha- 
bers were frequent in the days of our prophet, and 
us Cotemporary Micah, whoſe words exactly corre- 
pond to theſe we are conſidering : : * Wo to them that 
deviſe 1 emiquity, and work evil upon their beds: when 


the morning is light they practiſe it, becauſe it is in 
© the 


for ever. This odious character was remarkably ex- 
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It is probable that perſons of this ſort greatly mull. 


people. Avarice, rapacity, injuſtice, and oppreſſion, 
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/ 


the power of their hand. And they covet feld, 
and take them by violence; and houſes, and take 
them away; ſo they oppreſs a man, and his houf, 
even a man and his heritage. Therefore thus faith 
the Lord, Behold, againſt this family do I deviſe an 
evil, from which ye ſhall not remove your necks, 
neither ſhall ye go haughtily : for this time is evil“, 


K 


plied, during the period which elapſed from the de 
livery of this prophecy until the captivity at Babylon, 
Toward the concluſion of the Jewith diſpenſation, men. 
of the above deſcription mightily increaſed among tht 


were the ſins for which they were remarkably conipi- 
cuous, and frequently threatened. 

Againſt ſuch perſons God denounces, by his fer. 
vant Iſaiah, miſery and wo; comprehending all man. 
ner of evils. which ſhould befal them, both in this 
and the future world; and which, even in this life, 
would afflict them in their conſciences, reputation, 
and property. The moſt terrible calamities are er. 
preſſed in ſcripture by this ſhort word, of which 
many inſtances occur both in the Old and Nes 
Teſtament. The practice here condemned, pro: 
ce2ding from that covetouſneſs which is idolzry 
juſtly merited miſery and wo. It affords ſtrong prot 
that men are deſtitute of the love of God; that the 
diſtruſt the care of his kind providence : that thej 

contema the authority of his word; that their hear 
are ict upon this world; ; that they are cruel and 0p 
prefive toward their brethren, to whoſe welfare tae} 
are indiferent. Juſtly, therefore, are they expoſe 
to the diipleaſure of almighty God, whole curke l 
in the habitation of the wicked. Sine the cunt 
enters into their hearts, and prevents them front 
enjoying comfort in their eſtates, and perp.Zxe 
them with tears and cares about their polſctions: at 


up 
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other times it waſtes and conſumes them like a moth, 
or ſuddenly devours them by fire and ſword ; and, in 
ſome inſtances, they are plundered by enemies of all 
their eſlocts, or ſnatched away from their enjoyments 
by captivity and death. What an inſtructive warn- 
ing does this adminiſter to us, my friends, to take 
bil and beware of covetouineſs, which debaſes the 
mind, cxcites iniatiable defires of more than we can 
rec to acquire, and reduces thoſe who live under 
its jn{juence into a much worſe condition than if the 
hach little or nothing with contentment! Even whil 
the covetous and ambitious man is adding field to 
feld, and houſe to houſe, and hath much goods laid 
up for many years, he is miſerable. Let your con- 
rertation then be without covetouſneſs; be content 
with ſuch things as ye have: for he hath ſaid, I will 
1cver leave thee, nor forſake thee *. 


9 In mine ears, /aid the Lonp of hoſts, Of 
1 truth many Bonds ſhall be deſolate, even great 
and {fair without inhabitant. 


* 


* 


* 
Po 


in this, and the following verſe, the puniſhment of the 
ame mentioned in the foregoing one is deſcribed. — 
The prophet introduces the ſubject, by acquainting 
bs in what manner this information was conveyed to 
kim. It was gently whiſpered in his ear by a voice 
tom Cod, to excite him to receive this inſtruction 
4 th ne greatelt attention and care; to intimate, that 
© [ubject made known to him remained a profound 
beret of which others were ignorant; and that it 
mw leave ſuch impreſſion on his heart as might 
ever be eftaced. In this manner God was pleaſed, 
em ue to time, to reveal his nund to his ſervants 
1 vids as Elihu remarks, Job. xxxili. 14, 15, 16. 
[us the Lord of hoſts, wonderful in counſel, and 
cl lent in working, gr aciouſly condeſcended to com- 
[ue to Iſaiah the knowledge of thoſe awful judg- 
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ments which he was about to inflict on his people, 
on account of cheir avarice and ambition. To ie 
the utmoſt certainty to this prediction, it is delivered 
in the form of an oath. The ſentence in the Hehrey 
text ſeems to be incomplete; and is differentiy rep. 
dered in our verſion, and in the margent of fon 9 
your Bibles. The Lord of hoſts is trequently in. 
troduced in ſcripture giving the moſt folemn atfr. 
ances to his people of the truth of what he de. 
clares, many inſtances of which might eaſily be pry. 
duced. I only refer you to one, which you will find 


in Pial. xcv. 10, 11.: © Unto a people that do err in 
© heart, and have not known my ways, I ſware in ny 
«* wrath, that they ſhould not enter into my reli. 
And in the words before us, he affirms, Of a truth 
many houſes ſhall be deſolate, &c. Great numbers 
of clegant houſes, and lumptuous edifices, had been 
built in the land of Iſrael, at a vaſt expence, and beau- 
tifully adorned by the beſt of tradeſmen ; but being BMW 7121 


built out of the {ſpoils of the poor, and the gains of at t. 
oppreſſion, theſe large convenient ſtructures were to ace 
become deſolate and ruinous, without inhabitant —- of n 
The poſſeſſions of wicked men, however excellen, nn 
ſhall certainly be deſolated: their proſperity, not ike of ti 
the permanent light of the ſun, but like that of a U dg: 
per, which conſumes itſelf, thall ſoon be extinguiſtel. Cd 
This is a circumſtance truly worthy of our ſerious a ep 
tention, and practical regard. ted, 
| 5 ledge, 
10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard ſhall zi. I 
one bath, and the ſecd of an homer ſhall vid, my 
_ E | | 4 
an ephah. SI 
In the former verſe, deſolation was threatencd h 
thoſe ſuperb buildings, which the covetous, ai b 
the poſterity of Iſracl, had erected, to gratis) thei acl 1 
pride and ambition. In this verſe, the rich feld“ in (er 


poſſeſſed are threatened to be converted into a bar 


nd deſolate country.-—[hey expected great icrea 
| 09 
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from the vineyards and fields of which they had poſ- 
ſeſſion, or hoped to acquire; whereas God here de- 
carez, that he would blaſt the fruits of both, and diſ- 
appoint their expectations. An acre of land contains 
forty poles Or perches in length, and four in breadth ; 
er two hundred and twenty yards multiplied by 
:wenty-two, being four thouland eight hundred and 
forty yards. A large vineyard, including ten of theſe 
acres, was to produce only one bath. The bath and 
the ephah were meaſures of the ſame ſize, The bath, 
«hich contained about eight or nine gallons Engliſh, 
waz uſed for meaſuring liquids. The ephah, which was 
equal to half a buſhel and a pottle Engliſh, was em- 
ployed in meaſuring corns and dry goods. Each of 
chem held the tenth part of an homer, which was equal 
to fourteen buſhels and one pottle. So very great was 
the change to be made upon the vineyards and fields 
in the land of Canaan, which yielded the moſt luxu- 
riant crops, and abundance of the richeſt wines, that, 
at the period to which this prediction referred, ten 
acres of vineyard were to yleld only the icanty produce 


of nine gallons of wine, and fourteen buſhels of ſced- 


corn was to bring no more than about the tenth part 
of the ſeed ſown. The Lord is known by the 
jadgment which he executeth. The judgments of 
God are always inflicted in perfect righteouſneſs, and 
the puniſhment often correſponds to the fin commit- 
ted. This truth Adoni-bezek was obliged to acknow- 
ge, after his thumbs and great toes were cut off: 
* Threeſcore and ten kings, having their thumbs and 
great toes cut off, gathered their meat under my 
table: as I have done, ſo God hath requited me“. 
Ir very age this remark hath been verified. Whoſo, 
kin Solomon, * ſtoppeth his ears at the cry of the 
pool, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be heard.” 
Iiracl were intormed by the prophet Jeremiah, whom 
Cod infiructed to ſay, Like as ye have forſaken me, 
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and ſerved ſtrange gods in your land, fo ſhall ve 
* terve ſtrangers in a land which is not yours“. The 
perſons to whom this prophecy was directed, had 
endeavoured, through avarice, to deprive their bre. 


thren of their poſſeſſions; and therefore God threat. 


ens to take away the fruitfulneſs of their fields, and to 
ſend them ſcarcity of corn and wine, on the increaſe 
This predic. 
tion was remarkably fulfilled about the time of the 
Babyloniſh captivity, and afterward more eſpecially x 
the deſtruction oi Jeruſalem by the Romans. 


11 Wo unto them that rife up early in the 
morning, hat they may follow ftrong drink, 
that continue until night, Z, wine inflame them, 


Complicated wo and miſery are next denounced 
againſt thoſe who are addicted to intemperance and 
luxury, and indulge in thoughtleſſneſs and inconſiders 
tion. The prophet ſtrongly condemns 1ntempe- 
rance, and excels in ſenſual pleaſures, particularly in 
drinking. Early riſing in the morning conduces much 
to give health and vigour to rhe conſtitution. Lying 
long in bed is an intemperance of the worſt kind: itge 
nerates diſeaſes in the body; it enervates the mind, and 
is attended with many bad conſequences. Riting car 
is neceſlary to the diſpatch of buſineſs, the morning 
being the beſt ſeaſon for arranging our affairs, for per 
forming molt kinds of work, and making ſuch propre 
as accidents and avocations may not diſturb, nor on ite 
whole greatly retard, in the execution of our well-lai 
ſchemes. It is of conſiderable importance t9 the il, 
tereſts of devotion. In the morning the animal ff 
rits are recruited, our bodies are retrethed, we e at 
furniſhed with new grounds of gratitude and pra 
and being then moſt lively and vigorous, it heed 
the moll proper ſeaſon for prayer, and other deb. 
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tional exerciſes. The moſt eminent ſaints, therefore, 
of whom we read in ſcripture, ſuch as Abraham, 
Moſes, David, and others, are faid to have riſen early, 
to ſeek God, whole going forth is prepared as the 
mornin.” and to direct their pravers to him, in expecta- 


tion of gracious anſwers. Thoſe who are given to 
intemper ance, riſe early for other purpoles than chele; 
namely, 

That they may- follow Arong drink, Ec. They are as 
keenly employed in gratifving their ſinful, inſatiable 
appetite, as the induſtrious mechanic, or laborious 
bubandman, in following the buſineſſes of their pro- 
feſlion. Among the intemperate, there are ſome who 
ſtill retain a ſenſe of decency, and conſider drunk- 

 ennels as a work of darkneſs : when, therefore, they 
get drunk, as the apoſtle Paul fays, They are 
drunken in the night.“ There are others who come 
under the deſcription before us, and take pleaſure to 
riot in the day, when they ought to be employed in 
following their lawful buſineſs. Fond of i intoxicating 
uquors, they rue early in the morning to engage in 
tie pernicious practice of drinking, and are aſſiduous 
in their application to this diſgraceful employment from 
morning to night. By this criminal induigence, they 
conſume much of their precious tune, they abuſe the 
good creatures of God, they enfeeble their minds, 
they hurt their conſtitution, t they injure their tempo- 
al az well as ſpiritual intereſts, and expoſe themſelves 

bo the righteous judgments of Heaven. It you in- 
wire with Solomon, Who hath wo? who hath ſor- 
row? who hath contentions? who hath babbling ? 
who hath wounds without cauſe? who bath rednel: 
of eyes?” I return you his anſwer: They that 
tarry long at the wine, they that go to ſcek mixt 
Take heed then to yourſelves, bre- 
hren, jelt at any time your hearts be over- charged 
th {urfeiting and drunkenneſs. Such is the divine 
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bounty, that it gives us all things richly to enjoy: it 
furniſhes us not only with the neceflaries, but al 
with the conveniencies and comforts of life. Aby{e 
them not by intemperance, but uſe them as thoſe who 
know the faſhion of this world paſſeth away. Be so. 
ber and moderate in the uſe of all the comforts you | 
enjoy, and the refreſhments which you take, and 


12 And the harp and the viol, the tabret and | 
pipe, and wine are in their feaſts: but they re. 
gard not the work of the LORD, neither conh. 
der the operation of his hands. 


The conduct which is here cenſured, confiſted in 
an intemperate and unreaſonable indulgence in the 
luxuries of inſtrumental muſic, and elegant entertain. 
ments. Mufic and feaſting are things in themſelves 
lawful, and on proper occaſions expedient. The 
king of lirael, who had this honourable teſtimony, 
that he was a man according to God's own heart, in. 
vented inſtruments of muſic, which were employed 
in praifing the Lord. The feaſts among the Jews 
feem to have been commonly attended with inftry 
mental muſic, which to {ome of the gueſts wouldbe 
the moſt delicious part of the entertainment, hilt 
it would produce agreeable effects upon all who were 
pretent. Hence, in the book of Lamentations, tht 
young men ceating from muſic, is mentioned 31 
nourmntel conſequence of the defolations there bewat 
ed *.” And our Lord, in the parable of the prodiga 
ſon, introduces muſic and dancing upon the joytul cc 
cation, which he there deſcribes with inimitable beauty 
Feſtivity, which was not unfrequent among the pole 
rity of Iſrael, might be derived from their father 
whoie memory they profeſſed highly to venelat 
Abraham made a feaſt at the weaning of his i 


* Lam. v. 14. 


Jia 
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1c made 2 feaſt for Abimelech, and Phichol the 
chief captain of his army; befide other ' inſtances 
which might be mentioned. Our bleſſed Saviour ho- 
noured with his preſence a marriage-feaſt, in Cana of 
Galilee, where he changed water inte wine, to ſupply 
the deficiency of the entertainment. Indecd we have 
not 2 doubt but that the good Lord who confers not 
nly the neceſſaries, but the delicacies which cover 
the table of not a few, intends that they ought to be 
received with humility and thankſgiving on proper oc- 
canons. 

Why then do you atk, Doth a righteous God de- 
nounce miſery and wo againſt thoſe who teaſted, and 
in their fealts had muſic and wine? l ſuppoſe the ſin 
which expoſed them to the divine diſpleaſure, conſiſt- 
ed in their not attending to the ſeaſons in which, with 
propriety, they might have made merry with their 
friends. To every thing there is a ſeaſon, and a time 
to every purpoſe under the heaven: there is a time to 
mourn and to weep, and there is a time to laugh and 
to dance, as God hath tauglit us by the wiſeſt of 
men“. Now if, after this inſtruction, people are fo 
olim and perverſe as to employ the time in mirth 
and jollity, in which they are called to forrow and 
Lancntation, they thereby expoſe themſelves to many 
errible calamities. You may lee a remarkable in- 
lance of the truth of this obſervation, recorded 
hap, XXII. 12, 13, and 14. where you read, In 
| that day did the Lord God of hoſts call to weep- 
ng, and to mourning, and to baldneſs, and to 
eng with ſackcloth: and behold, joy and glad- 
nels, flaying oxen and killing [hcep, e cating fleth 
and drinking wine; let us eat and drink, for to- 
morrow we ſnall die. And it was revealed in mine 

cars by the Lord of hoſts, ſurely this iniquity ſhall 
not be purged from you, till ye die, faith the Lord 
God of hoits.* The ſeaſon there referred to, as we 


Eceleſ. iii. 1. e ſeg. 
1 learn 


| 
' 


them ſuch marks of his Power as render them mi! 


and admire them, though on this very account! ne 
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learn from the fifth verſe of that chapter, was a day of 
trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by 
the Lord God of hoſts in the valley of viſion, break. 
ing down the walls, and of crying to the mountains 
This was not a time for feaſting and rejoicing: and 
by endeavouring to counteract the call of God, thei 
fin became ſo aggravated, that he declares, it ſhoul 
not be purged. On the fame account, complicatel 

miſery is here threatened againſt Gaiilar wicked con. 


duct. Dili ently obſerve the diſpenſations of pro. h 
vidence, carefully mark what ieems to be their tenden. p 
cy and deſign, and faithfully improve the admonition 5 
you thereby receive. de 
But they regard not the work of the Lord, neither in 
conſider the operation of his hands. Inconſideration, ha 
and neplect of the work of God, is the natural conſe. wo 
quence of the practices above mentioned. The ope. ban 
ration of God's hand, may refer not to any particular ö 
diſpenſation, but to the whole work of divine pro. h 
dence toward mankind in general, and eſpecially bis WW pri 
peculiar people, The connection and deſign ot the Wi of 
words feem to favour this interpretation. How won. min 
derful, how diverſified, and glorious, are the works of lWttat 
God, which are fought out of all them that have ple. W and 
jure therein! How grand and magnificent are tis = 
th 


Operations of his hands, for the inſtruction and bene- 
fit of man; works in the heavens and upon te to. 
earth, works of judgment and mercy, works of "A ſeven 
geance and deliverance ! They are accompanied vi er!. 
circumſtances meriting the moſt ſerious confideration Wi vo! 


and the higheſt admiration ;. for he hath put ups! ' that 
Whe 


worthy of regard. "They are deſigned to accon por 

the moit valuable purpoſes, to dilplay the 5 0 pably! 

their divine Author, to lead up the thoughts of mel Tar . 
to God himſelf, and to excite them to the exercites d Rs 

OM 


gratitude, praiſe, and obedience. Many of them arg 


| Ane h. 
placed fully in our vicw, that we may conten jad If he 
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ire often neglected and overlooked. The leaſt of 
God's works, and the leaſt of his mercies, ought not 
to be lightly paſſed by, much leſs his greateſt works 
ind deliverances in behalf of his church. To this 
ſubject we may apply the words of Jeſus Chriſt, with 
relpcct to tithing mint, aniſe, and cummin, and doing 
the greater things of the law ; © Theſe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.? 
The people, againſt whom God, by the prophet, 
brought the charge before us, had their minds occu- 
pied with ſenſible objects, and deluded by ſenſual 
blealures; therefore they avoided all ſerious conſi- 
deration, and every ſpiritual exerciſe. They perſiſted 
in a criminal contempt of divine providence, which 
had wrought, on their account, the moſt ſtupendous 
wonders: Theſe works of the Lord they ought to 
have attentively conſidered, and acknowledged them 
to be the Lord's doing, and marvellous in their eyes. 
Though they were witneſſes of many great and ſur- 
priſing events, they did not view them as operations 
of the Almighty: they did not diligently apply their 
minds to the contemplation of the works of God, 
that they might perceive his power therein magnified, 
Jud diſcern his wiidom, goodneſs, and mercy therein 
maniteited. Any impreſſions made upon their hearts, 
dy the operations of the Moſt High, were of thort du- 
ration, and eaſily effaced; as we learn from the 
feventy eighth pſalm, where it is recorded, to their 
errlaſting reproach, © 'That they ſoon forgat his 
works and his wonders that he had ſhewed them; 
* that they remembered not his hand, nor the day 
' when he delivered them from the enemy.“ To this 
important duty, therefore, in which they were cul- 
ply negligent, they were: repeatedly mvited by that 
cat Man, W ho once ſat upon their throne, and whole 
Þ=+ctioal exerciſes they had among their hands : 
Come (faid he” ), and hehold the works of the Lord.“ 
in becauſe th: y regarded not the works of the Lord, 
de operation of his hands, he foretold, that God 
Nn would 


fins, expoſed them to miſery and wo. 


operates, the inſtruments he employs, the events which 


Jeruſalem, as recorded 2 Kings xvii. 13. and foliow- 
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would deſtroy them, and not build them up *. This 
uſeful employment was greatly neglected by * the ſon; 
© of Jacob, unio whom the word of the Lord came, 
* ſaying, Iirael thall be thy name f;' as is abundanthy 
evident from many paſſages in the prophets and jo. 
ipels, which I ſtay not to recite. This, among other 
Whoſo then 
is wie, let him obſerve divine diſpenſations, and he 
ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneis of the Lord, that 
is conſpicuous in the manner and ſeaſon in which be 


he accompliſhes, the deſigns which he effectuates, and 
their correſpondence to the revelation he hath given 
of his bleſſed will. 


2 

| | NN 210 

13 J Therefore my people are gone into capti- Wi -- 
vity, becauſe hey have no knowledge: and their n. 
honourable men are famithed, and their multi- Wi ca; 
tude dried up with thirſt. fon 
Lor 

The puniſhment of the fins above mentioned, is n. 
deſcribed in this, and the following verſes. —— Ie bre. 
judgment of captivity, which is here denounced, ; WW: 
ipoken of, in the prophetic ſtile, as already executed; Wit; 
to intimate the abiolute certainty, and near approach rians 
of the threatened calamity. The poſterity of Ha ccd 
were firſt led captive by Tiglath-pilezer King of Af. WT)... 
ria, under the reign of Pekah king of Iſrael, and tha - tc 
of Jotham king of Judah, as we learn Som 2 Kings many 
XV. 27, and following verſes. About the twelfth year mites 
of Ahaz king of Judah, under the reign of Hothea ities, 
over iſrael, Shalmanezer king of Aſſyria carried lia 7 
again captive to Aſſyria, as we read 2 Kings xvi. © Bee, 
In the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, Sennacheri tain 
king of Aſſyria came up againſt the fenced cities d 


Fudan, and took them, Rd {ent a Fr hoſt again 


+ I Kings xviu. 31. 


* | Pial.-xzviii. 5. 


ta 
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ing verſes. Under the reign of Manaſſeh king of Ju- 
14h, the Lord brought upon them the captains of the 
holt of the king ot Aſſyria, who took Manaſſeh and 
many of his people to Babylon, as 1t 1s written 
» Chron xxxiii. 11. After that Jehoahaz was elevat- 
ed to the throne of Judah, Pharaoh-nechoh put him 
in bands at Riblab, and carried him away into Egypt, 
where he died, 2 Kings xxiii. 33, 34. In the days of 


17212it Jeruſalem, and belieged it, and carried away 
11 ſeruſalem, and all the princes * mighty men of 
valour, even ten thouſand captives, and all the craft!- 
ws as ve may ſee 2 Kings xxiv. 10. ef ſeg. When 
Zelckiah was king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar, with 
all his hoſt, beſieged Jeruſalem, took the city, ſeized 
E bound him with fetters of braſs, and car- 
tied him to Babylon: and afterward Nebuzar-adan 
captain of the guard, a ſervant of the king of Baby- 
lon, came unto Jeruſalem, and burnt the houſe of the 
Lord, and the king's houſe, and all the houſes of Je- 
rualem, and every great man's houſe burnt he with 
fire; and the remnant of the multitude he carried 
wy: 2 Kings xxv. In after-times the Romans 
treated this people in the ſame manner with the Aily- 
tans and Chaldees, and completed that captivity aud 
G{ruction which was often foretold in prophecy. 
Thus went the houſe of IIrael into captivity, accord- 
ig to this prediction, as a juſt puniſhment of their 
nany aggravated tranſgreſſions. Think upon the 
nitcrics that Iiracl mult have ſuſtained in thele capti- 
ities, and from thence learn the evil and che danger 
i oficnding God. 

 Beear fe they have no knowledge. Ignorance is the 
tun conſequence of inconiideration: inconſidera- 
Jon is the natural effect of luxury and diſſipation, 
aich ariſe from granhed avarice and ambition. Ac- 
* to this proceſs, Iſrael had become deſtitute of 
eb encellent knowledge, more precious than gold, 
dach conhifts in intimate dnaintance with the per- 
. tections, 


\chotachin, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 


YEE ori Saran, i Li tp 


— 
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ſcribed by the prophet Jeremiah: My people are 
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fections, providence, and ſalvation of God, with the 
miſery and danger of our condition, and the means 
whereby the eternal enjoyment of Jehovah may be at. 
tained. Such is the ſupreme excellence and ineſti. 
mable value of this knowledge, that, in compariſon of 
it, all other things ought to be eſteemed only as droſs 
or dung. It hes at the foundation of all true godl. 
neſs, and is abſolutely neceſlary to the love of God, 
and giving him that homage he juſtly requires. Why 
can love God that doth not know he is perfectly ami 
able? who will worſhip him that doth not know he 
is infinitely glorious? who will obey him that is not 
acquainted with his ſupreme authority? and who will 
praiſe him that doth not know his conſummate good. 
refs! The want of this knowledge was the reproach 
and ruin of the people of Iſrael, whoſe minds wee 
blinded through the pernicious influence of carnal af. 
fections, and fooliſh prejudices, in jo much that they 
neither obſerved the ſigns of the times, nor ſtudied 
the word of God. On this account they are thus de- 


« fooliſh, they have not known me, they are lottih 
children, and they have none underſtanding : they 
are wiſe to do evil, but to do good they have 10 i ver: 
* knowledge *.” And in after-times the apoſtle Pauli redu 
charged them with the ſame criminal ignorance, io Wi cefla 


which they had been notorious in the days of the pro-W #2 « 
phets, as ye may ſee Acts xiii. 27. where he afirms Wl cite 
That they that dwelt at Jeruſalem, and their rules, irt 
knew not the Son of God, nor yet the voices of eng 
prophets which were read every Sabbath-day. IH be o. 
were willingly ignorant, becauſe they found it more mark 
difficult to increaſe knowledge than to indulge in Hari. 
norance, more eaſy to ſin in darkneſs than in beo 
light of knowledge. Admoniſhed of the dug plithe 
ariſing from the neglect of knowledge, permit me ere 

Mang. 


addreis every one of you in the words of Solomon 


* Jer. iv. 22, 


I 
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: My ſon, incline thine ear unto wiſdom, and apply 
« thine heart to underſtanding : yea, if thou crieſt at- 
« ter knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for under- 
« ſanding : if thou ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearch- 
© et for her, as for hid treaſures : then {halt thou un- 
+ derſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the know- 
© ledge of God“. 

And their honourable men are famiſhed, and their 
multitude dried up with thir/t. Theſe words ſeem in- 
tended to deſcribe ſome of the direful calamities which 
the molt reſpectable people, among the poſterity of 
llrael, were to experience in the time of their capti- 
rity. Their honourable men, who were moſt eſteem- 
ed on account of the dignity of their ſtation, the 
greatneſs of their abilities, and the uſefulneſs of their 
employments; their men of glory (as the Hebrew 
words ſignify), who were moſt eminent for pomp and 
iplendour, were to be reduced to the greateſt ſtraits, 
and to become men of famine. Such perſons were 
to experience the reverſe of their former condition. 
They who frequently feaſted at the moſt elegant en- 
tertainments, who fared ſumptuouſly every day, and 
were much admired for their riches and affluence, 
were to feel the terrible effects of famine, and to be 
reduced to the utmoſt extremity, in want of the ne- 
ceſſary ſupports of life. And their multitude dried 
ap with thirſt. The common people, who were ad- 
dicted to drink to excels, were to be parched with 
thirſt, through the intenſe heat of the climate, the 
long journeys, and hard labour, to which they ſhould 
be obliged to ſubmit. Theſe predictions were re- 
markably verified about the time of the Babyloniſh 
captirity, as appears from the ſecond chapter of the 
book of Lamentations ; and were more fully accom- 
plihed, in the complicated miſeries to which the Jews 
vere expoſed, and actually ſuſtained from the Ro- 
Mins — Hence let us be inſtructed to uſe with mo- 


* Prov, ii. 2.—5Fs 
| deration 
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deration the good things of this world, fince God, 
in righteous judgment, often deprives thoſe of the 
neceſſaries of life, who have abuſed the affluence they 
once enjoyed, for gratifying their corrupt appetites, 


14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herſelf, and 
opened her mouth without meaſure : and their 
glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and 
he that rejoiceth ſhall deſcend into it. 


This verſe repreſents the certain conſequences of the 
preceding judgments.—— The word Hell, in ſcripture, p 
fometimes ſignifies the grave, or fate of the dead 
in this ſenſe we underſtand the words of Modes, in ““ 
which he affirms, reſpecting Korah and his compa. WW © 
nions, who were ſwallowed up in the earth, and by. he 
ried alive, that they © deſcended quick into hell- 
At other times, it denotes the ſtate of deſtruction and © 
miſery with which death and the grave are followed . 

to the wicked and ungodly; which is its obvious 8 
meaning in theſe awful words, The wicked ſhall be 45 
© turned into hell .“ Death, the grave, and deſtruc- ah 
tion, are frequently introduced, both in facred and i: © 
profane writings, in the form of a ravenous monſter, = 
opening wide his devouring jaws, that he may quick Fa 
ly ſwallow his prey. Of this you have an inſtance n 0 
the words which the wife man puts into the mouths 15 
of ſinners, enticing others to join them in their vic. 3 


ked practices: They fay, Come with us, let us lay 
Wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent 
© without-cauſe : let us ſwallow them up alive as the 
grave, and whole, as thoſe that go down into the 
* pit}. A proud ambitious man is ſaid to eniag 
© his deſires as hell; and is as death which can! 
be ſatisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and 
© heapeth unto him all people ||.” The image is fror 


* Numb. xvi. 30% 1. ix. 17. + Prov. i. 114 1% 
Hab. ii. 5. a 


aud 


and expreſſive in the higheſt degree. The people, to 
whom this prediction relates, indulged in feaſting and 
drinking; and, therefore, were to periſh with hunger 
and thirſt : amt their avaricious conquerors were to 
*ndulze their appetite as much as they had done, and 
derour them all. At the periods to which this pre- 
diction looked forward, the proud monarch oi Baby- 
Jon, and after him the mighty Roman emperor, enlarg- 
ed themſelves, they opened their mouths without mea- 
fire, and greedily deſtroyed the ſewiſh people, which 
ance were the flock of God's paſture, but having be- 
come ripe for deſtruction, tell a prey to their enemies. 


A 


4 


yen p, &c, 'Thele expreſſions may denote the power 
and authority, the riches and affluence, the flocks and 
herds, the children and ſervants, by which they were 
enabled to make a conſpicuous figure in the eyes of 
men, and rendered honourable and reſpectable in the 
ricwof the world. Their glory may comprehend what- 
erer acquired for them reputation and renown, and. 


. courcyed to them a pre- eminence above others. In this 
ae, the infinite mercy of God is called his glory, 
p and the paſling over a tranſgreſſion is ſaid to be the 


glory of a man. The ſons of Laban affixed this 
meaning to the glory of which they ſpake, in their in- 
idious complaint againſt Jacob, when they aftirmed, 
- that which was our fathers hath he gotten all 
bis glory“. With their glory and pomp, Heir 
e 15 joined; which conſiſted of the whole 
ody of the Jewiſh nation, the great bulk of the 
copie; fo excceding numerous, even at the time in 
hich this prediction received its completion, that, 
cording to Joſephus, they amounted to two millions 
We Lund: red and filty-fix thouſand perſons. And 
Hat rc10iveth Shall deſcend inte it: he that rejoiceth 
= 15 perlonal qualifications oh ſtrength and comelineſe, 
N bis external ads antages of riches and honour; in 


* Gen. XXXl 1. 


his 
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And their glory, and their multitude, and their” 
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his mental endowments of wiſdom and underſtanding, 
or in his church- privileges, whereby he enjoyed many 
advantages beyond others. Dignity of ſtation, felicity 
of condition, and joy of heart, could not free them 
= from the general calamity. Perſons of every deſerip- 
tion among them, were to deſcend into the {tate of 
death and deſtruction, which were to open their 
mouths to receive them; or they were to be obliged 
to deſcend into Aſſyria, and afterward into the Ro. 
man empire, where they were to be detained in 
captivity. No character however eminent, no condi. b 
tion however affluent or joyous, was to be exempted . 
from ſharing in the terrible judgments which were to 
be inflicted upon that ſinful people, who are ſet forth Þ 
as an inſtructive example of divine vengeance.—— 
This prophecy was verified in its full extent, in the WW " 
deſtruction of the Jews by the Roman army, when, 
according to their own hiſtorian Joſephus, eleven 
hundred thouſand were killed, and ninety-ſeven thou. Wil * 
fand were taken priſoners. In its accompliſhment, we ll *P 
behold an awful inſtance of the righteous judgments Wl *?' 


of God, and an affecting proof of the truth of the pro- 
phecies, many of which referred to this great event, a7 
15 And the mean man ſhall be brought down, 1 
and the mighty man ſhall be humbled, and the bin 
eyes of the lofty ſhall be humbled. glor 
cedu 


People of all ranks, high and low, were to be deeply 
depreſſed and humbled, by the execution of the abo A 
mentioned calamities. This prediction is 0i fmilar 
import with that recorded Chap. ii. 17. which | hie 


| | ENCe 
| already conſidered. I obſetve, however, from the iy 
i words before us, that none are ſo mean in their coy 
Ll dition but they may be elated with pride, none {o lo 1 


but God can bring them lower, and none fo higi on 
pf 35 the judgments of the Almighty can lay them lou. f 
1 that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, and he tia 
i exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, is the unalteran' col 
. | os {t;tu50 
[ 


I 


ſtitution of Heaven, the irreverſible decree of the 
Moſt High, which he hath clearly illuſtrated in the 
diſpenſations of his providence and grace, which are 
intended to humble both the mighty and the mean 
among mankind. At the time to which this predic- 
tion looked forward, the lofty looks of people of every 
condition were humbled, by the divine judgments 
which, in the courſe of providence, were executed 
upon the poſterity of Iſrael, on account of their ag- 
gravated tranſgreſſions. It is natural here to turn. our 
thoughts to a glory on the one hand, and degradation 
on the other, of a more diſtinguiſhed nature, which 
happened about that period, whereby the ſame pur- 
poſe was effectuated. By the humiliation, ſuffer- 
ings, and death of Jeſus Chriſt, principalities and 
powers were ſpoiled, the former diſpenſation, with 
its external grandeur and glory, was aboliſhed; and 
in its room an ceconomy was eſtabliſhed, diſtin- 
guiſhed for its plainneſs and ſimplicity, and a way 
opened for the ſpiritual worſhip of the humble and 
poor in ſpirit. In the inſtitution of the goſpel, and 
the erection of the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, who was 
meck and lowly in heart, the rich and the great, the 
vile, the mighty, and the noble, find no pre-eminence. 
God hath choſen the weak, the deſpiſed, and the fool- 
ſh of the world, to confound the mighty, and to 
bring to nought things that are, that no fleth ſhould 
glory in his preſence *®. Thus we ſee the divine pro- 
cedure, both in mercy and judgment, is uniformly in- 
ended to humble both the mighty and the mean. 

As workers together with God, we beſeech you, 
retiren, to be humble, that ye receive not the provi- 
I:nces and the grace of God in vain. Shall creatures 
ho are as a ſhadow and a vapour, who are like grals, 
nd at their beſt eſtate as a flower in the field—ſhall 
port-lived, finful duſt and aſhes be elated with pride? 
kemember you mult give account to the great Judge 


. 1 Cof-1.-27, 28, 29. 
| () © OL 
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have attained. Above all, fix your attention upon 
the aſtoniſhing humiliation of Jeſus Chriſt. Did our 


judgment, and God Hat is holy, ſhall be ſancti- in 
| fied in righteouſneſs. dic 


of hoſts, by the practice of judgment and rightcoul 


Cray, * 


of all, how you have uſed and improved thoſe thing 
which you make fewel to your pride. Amidſt your 
fulneſs, recollect your deficiencies in knowledge, in 
grace, and in duty; and if you are properly ſenſible 
of what you lack, you will not be proud of what you 


Lord and Maſter humble himielt? and ſhall we, his 
profeſſed diſciples, elevate ourſelves? Did he become 
obedient to the death of the croſs? and ſhall we he 
diſobedient, and glory in our ſhame? Did he incul. 
cate upon us humility in the moſt forcible manner? 
and ſhall we walk in pride, until we are abaſed by 
awful judgments. If 1 have injured you, or my 
ſubject, by this digreſſion, forgive me this wrong. 


16 But the Lox of hoſts ſhall be exalted in MI 


Becauſe Iſrael did not exalt and ſanctify the Lord 


neſs, God declares, that he would accompliſh ti 
end, by inflicting righteous judgments upon that pet 
fidious and rebellious people.—— The meaning ot tic 
firſt part of this verſe depends upon the ſenſe which 
we affix to the word judgment, which admits of diber 
ent fignitications. Sometimes it denotes wildom and 
prudence, the ability of diſcerning and determining 


juſtly with reſpect to every one's right. In this (ct: 
our prophet affirms, that the Lord is a God of ju ation 
ment *: he is infinitely wile, and perfect in know th; 
According to this interpretation, God is exalted b me! 


the diſplays he affords of his conſummate wiſdom, i 
han bling the proud among men: he fthews, t that 
| hath the molt intimate acquaintance with every ch 
racter; that he perfectly knoweth hat is proper 0 9": 


* Iſalah xxx. 18. 


dont 
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done, in what manner, at what time, and by what in- 
ſtruments it ought to be performed. At other times, 

judgment, when aſcribed to God, ſignifies that mode- 
lation and clemency with which the diſtribution of 
juſtice is tempered, as in the following prayer of Je- 
remiah : Correct me, O Lord, but with judgment“. 
In this view, the Lord of hoſts is exalted, by mode- 
rating the puniſhments he inflicts, and preſerving them 
within the bounds marked by wiſdom and diſcretion. 
In ſome paſlages, the word denotes thoſe calami- 
ties which God inflicts upon tranſgreſſors, for ac- 
compliſhing moſt important purpoles, as where we 
read * of executing upon the Heathen the judgment 
* that is written .“ In this ſtrange work, the Lord 
is exalted by puniſhing obſtinate ſinners (whatever 
may be their external circumſtances), who have ne- 
glected him, who have been formal or hypocritical 
in his ſervice, forgetful of his benefits, and diſobe- 
dient to his laws. In other places, judgment ſignifies 
the exertion of influence and authority, for reforming 


| O 
ord things that have been wrong, for correcting abuſes 


in 
Al- 


* 


ou that have ariſen, and for reſtoring to order things 
tu that have been in confuſion, attended with the con- 
per- demnation of thoſe who excited theſe diſturbances, 
Fend che abſolution of thoſe who were thereby injured. 
chico this ſenſe our bleſſed Saviour declared, Now is 
fer che judgment of this world f.“ In this view alfa 
1 200888" Lord ot hoſts was to be exalted, in the judgment 


e was about to execute for the reformation of his 
auzch, the deſtruction of the ungodly, and the reſto- 
«on of perſons and things to their proper order. 
n thele various ways God was to be exalted, at the 


ning 
{ene 
judy 
\ edge 


10 


cd Mo which this prediction referred. 8 

' 1 * Y . 5 * 
m, M God that is holy [Cor the holy God} ball be 
hat in righteouſneſs. The holineſs of God con- 


ls in his perfect freedom from all evil, and the con- 
Mute rcctitude of his nature, according to which 


* ch 
0b 


„ X. 24. + Fiak xx; + John. xii. 31. 


on all 


brated in feripture. 
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his diſpenſations are regulated. This conſtitutes 
the exccllency and majeſty of his name, the beauty 
and glory of his divine eſſence; and communicates 
the moſt amiable luſtre to all his other attributes, 
ſuch as his wiſdom, juſtice, and power. He is incom. 
parably, unchangeably, and univerfally holy. In this 
glorious character, he appears lovely and venerable; 
and therefore, on this account, he is frequently cel. 
This holy God ſhall be fan&. 
fied in righteouſneſs. The holineſs of Jehovah can- 
not admit of any increaſe, nor ſuffer any diminution; 
and therefore this expreflion cannot ſignify more than 
ihe manifeſtation and acknowledgment of this divine 
attribute. God ſanctifies himſelf, by declaring his ho- 
lineſs in his diſpenſations toward men, by commun 
cating the knowledge of th:s glory to the world, by 
rendering men holy like himſelf, by reſtoring the pu- tc 
rity of his worſhip, and by taking vengeance upon Wi 1 


the wicked. He is ſanctified by others, when they fe 
reverence his great name, believe his teſtimony, ac- fu 
knowledge his mercies, obey his commands, and er- in 
deavour to attain a growing conformity to him in pu- ne 
rity. In this manner God was to be ſanctified, in WI tac 
_the righteouſneſs he was about to difplay, in punilt- ane 
ing his perfidious people, according to the predictions WI the 
of his fervants, whereby they were timeoully ade the 
tifed of their danger. At the time of the Babylo- bee. 
niſh captivity, and afterward in the terrible deltruc- WW of 
tion executed upon the Jews by the Romans, Gol oth 
demonſtrated his infinite purity, and his juſt detetz- . Pir 
tion of the many aggravated ſius of his people, 11 dow 
lingular and remarkable a manner, as attracted Wn Te 
attention of the nations of the earth, who were te but 
by excited to reverence. and honour the Lord dei 
hoits. Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, W FR 


humbly acknowledging the diſplays he gives Jeu 
his divine excellencics, and ſerving him with pure® 
fections in all the duties of obedience. 
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17 Then ſhall the lambs feed after their man- 


ner, and the waſte places of the fat ones ſhall 
5 ſtrangers eat. | 

: Theſe words deſcribe an agrecable event that ſhould 
$ follow the accompliſhment of the foregoing predic- 
„ tions. —— They cannot be underitood in their literal 
e. meaning, in which it is impoſſible to apply them to 
1. any event that was the ſubject of prophecy. Interpre- 
n. ters, therefore, agree to explain them in their myſti- 
© cal fenſe, which indeed is abſolutely neceſlary to ren- 
an der them conſiſtent with the connection in which 
ne they itand ; and in this view we ſhall conſider them. 
10 In the ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtaments, the 
u. WY faints are frequently ſpoken of by the name of ſheep *; 
by little children, and weak Chriſtians, the young and 
pu- tender of the flock, are conſequently called lambs}. 


on There 18 a peculiar beauty and propriety in the figure, 
ner founded in the reſemblance which the diſciples of Je- 
a- {us Chriſt bear to theſe creatures, in meekneſs and 
en: WM innocence, in ſimplicity and harmleſſneſs, in feeble- 
pu- nets and timidity, in liableneſs to injuries and the at- 
in WH tacks of enemies. The peculiar people of God then, 
u: and more eſpecially the young and feeble among 
003 WW them, are the lambs ; concerning whom it is foretold, 
vere ey hall feed after their manner. The manner of 
lo- {ceiling here intended, muſt be that for which perſons 
rue: of the above deſcription are diſtinguiſhed from all 
Col others. It is their ſpecial privilege, to feed, in a 
ett piritual manner, upon the bread of life, that cometh 


in on from heaven, upon that meat which endureth 
| (HY unto lite everlaſting. They live not by bread alone, 
ber but by every word of God, from which, through the 
| gdene bleſfing, they receive ſpiritual nouriſhment, and 


growth in grace. This high prerogative they were to 
oy in peace and ſafety, at the time to which this 
prophecy refers. Such is God's tender care of his 


Pfal. c. 3. John x. + Iſaiah xl. 11. John xxi. 15, 
people, 
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ternal comforts, or ſpiritual advantages. The places 


been deſerted by their inhabitants, and fallen into de. 
cay, they were to be enjoyed by ſtrangers; the dil. Wit! 
perſed Jews, who were carried away captive to Ba. Wt 


_ gracious regard for the young and feeble- among ii 


LI 
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people, that he never fails to provide for their defence 
and ſupport amidſt the greateſt calamities. 

And the waſte places of the fat ones ſhall Rranzr; 
cat. Fatneſs ſometimes denotes, in ſcripture, abun. 
dance of temporal or ſpiritual good things; and fat 
ones is a deſcription of ſuch as enjoy the choiceſt ex. 


Cray, V. 


which perſons of this deſcription once poſſeſſed, had 
been deſolated, when the Almighty executed the 
threatening contained in the ninth verſe of this chap- 
ter, and laid waſte the habitations which were for: 
merly occupied by the great and affluent. Having 


bylon, and afterward by thoſe who were ſcattered BM- 


by the Roman army, and thus rendered ſtrangers Wth 


in their own land. Upon their return from foreign 
countries, where they had been long detained, they 1 
were to poſleſs the places which once belonged to the Nr. 
rich and honourable. Or by ſtrangers, may be meant 
ſome of the Gentile nations, who, being aliens from 
the commonwealth of Iſrael, had this deſignation fre. 
quently given them by the Jews. Theſe people were 


to poſſaſs the deſolate places, which were formerly i. pur 
habited by the moſt conſiderable men among the po- per. 
ſterity of Jacob. In either of theſe ſenſes, the pred: an 
tion was in ſome meaſure accompliſhed, about the Hou 
time of the Babyloniſh captivity, and after the ima. tui! 
ſion of Judea by the Romans. The fulfilment of bur. 


this prophecy affords an agreeable proof of God) 


people, and the neceflary proviſion which he makes 
jor the deſtitute and the ſtranger ; which ougit (0 
encourage us to hope in his mercy, and trull! in lis 
kind providence. 


18 Wo unto them that draw iniquity with cords 
of vanity, and lin as it were with a cart-rope. 
| : The 
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The ſecond wo is paſt, and behold, the third wo 
cometh quickly; which is denounced againſt thoſe 
who, by falſe reaſonings, and ſpecious pretexts, per- 
ſuade themſelves to indulge in ſinful practices, and to 


it perpetrate the greateſt acts of wickedneſs. The 
. character and conduct of the perſons intended, is de- 
5 ſeribed in metaphorical language, which you who are 
id acquainted with putting horſes and oxen to the cart, 


and the plough, may eafily underſtand. Iniquity or 
in is the draught, which the perſons ſpoken of drag 
along with them. This is indeed a heavy load, of an 
enormous weight, and always eſteemed ſo by thoſe 
who are ſenſible of the oppreſſive burden which is 
if. WW thereby impoſed upon them. Cain felt this ſo much, 
Ja that he exclaimed, © My ſin is greater than I can 
ed ( bear * ;* and David experienced it to ſuch a degree, 
ers chat he complained, Mine iniquities are gone over 
gn mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy 
ey for me f.“ They preſs hard upon the conſciences of 
the WM tranſgreſſors, and expoſe them to an unſupportable 
ant weight of puniſhment. In reference to this inſtructive 
om riew of fin, one of the Hebrew words uied to expreſs 
fre. che pardon of iniquity, ſignifies to take off a weight 
ere Nor burden; and one of the Greek words uſed for this 
in- WW purpoſe, denotes deliverance from bonds 1. The 
po- rerſons here defcribed, draw iniquity with cords of 
die- ranity, and fin as it were with a cart-rope. Cart-ropes, 
the you know, are compoſed of ſeveral ſmall cords firmly 
Na- eriſted together, which ſerve to connect the beaſts of 
: of burden with the draught they pull after them. Theſe 


od {WW epretent a complication of means cloſely united, 
i rhereby the people here deſcribed continue to join 
akes WWiemiclves to the moſt weariſome of all burdens. - 
t 0 bey conſiſt of falſe reaionings, fooliſh pretexts, and 
1 lus orrupt mazims, by which obſtinate tranigreſſors be- 
ome firmly united to their ſins, and perſiſt in drag- 
4 its aiter them their iniquities. Of this fort the fol- 


PB Cen, iv. 12 + Pfal. xxxviii. 4. Luke iv. 18. 
lowing 
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lowing are a few ſpecimens: God is merciful, aud 
his goodneſs will not ſuffer any of his creatures to he 
completely and everlaſtingly miſerable. Others, 2; 
well as they, are tranſgreſſors. Repentance will be 
time enough upon a death- bed, or in old age. The 
greateſt of ſinners often paſs unpuniſhed. A future 
ſtate of retribution is uncertain. Unite theſe, and 
 ſuch-like cords, and, I ſuppoſe, you have the cart. 
ropes, whereby the perſons mentioned draw after them 
much {in and iniquity. All thele pretexts, hoy. 
ever, are light as vanity, like a vapour that riſeth 
from the earth, a bubble that floats upon the water, 
or the breath that proceeds from our noſtrils, as might 
eaſily be demonſtrated, did time permit, and the ſub. 
ject require. Diſappointment, miſery, and wo, as 
here declared, ſhall be the certain portion of all thoſe i © 
who, in this manner, are inſeparably united to their 


deridingly uſed to the fervants of God, who informe 
them of the awful judgments which were to be ce 
cuted upon them on account of their wickedneß 
| The impudent replies which they made to the denn 

| ciation 


— — — 
W 


— 


ſins. Let not him that is deceived truſt in vanity, Wi pe 
If you are ſo unhappy as to have been deluded by! 
your deceitful and deiperately wicked hearts, through ¶ co 
the allurements of this preſent evil world, the ſubtily Wc 
of the great deceiver, or the deceitfulneſs of fin, be WW? 
ware of continuing in the dangerous illuſion, and of the 
being any longer impoſed upon by thoſe things which ſine 
I either have no real exiſtence, or are very ditterent net, 
fi from their vain pretenſions. ire 
j | proc 
if 19 That ſay, Let him make ſpeed, and haften Y 
9 his work, that we may lee 7. and let the coun- . 
1 ſel of the holy One of Ifrael draw nigh and * 
by come, that we may know . his 
1 The prophet continues the deſcription, in tl **: 
ui verſe, of the perſons whom he mentioned in the pre ©'< 
FH ceding one; and acquaints us with the language the 
1 
1 
| 
il 
Il 
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ciations of righteous vengeance from God, were in 
| words to the following purport: You have ſpoken 
much to us concerning the Holy One of Iſrael, the 
terrible judgments he will inflit upon us, and their 
ſudden approach, we with he would haſten the ſpeedy 
accompliſhment of theſe things, that we may ſee their 
performance. They ſcoffingly deſired to behold the 
work of God, to be the ſpectators of his diſpenſations 
of mercy and judgment, and to become acquainted with 
his purpoſes, by obſerving their execution. This 1s 
the language of people quite at eaſe, in the moſt 
profound ſecurity, holding threatened calamities in 
ſovereign contempt. Thus were their words ſtout 
againſt God, who granted them their requeſt, as we 
learn from the 24th verſe of this chapter; and © ſud- 
* denly confumed them as the fire devoureth the 
* ſtubble.” In this manner the wicked and profane 
perſons, againſt whom miſery and wo are here de- 
nounced, ſpake contemptuouſly of the work and 
counſel of God; and, deſpiſing the riches of his for- 
ay bearance, as if puniſhments advanced with too flow 
be. a pace, they wiſhed for their ſpeedy approach, to 
j of their own ruin. By a long progreſſion in 1giquity, 
hich they arrived at length to the higheſt degree of wicked- 
nels, bidding open defiance to God, and deriding his 
tlireatened judgments. Againſt ſuch the prophet Amos 
proclaimed God's righteous vengeance; * Wo unto 
you that defire the day of the Lord: to what end 
is it for you? the day of the Lord is darkneſs, and 
not light. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a 
bear met him; or went into the houſe, and leaned 
his hand on the wall, and a ſerpent bit him. Shall 
not the day of the Lord be darkneſs, and not light ? 
even very dark, and no brightneſs in it“? This 
ems to have been a prevailing character among the 
ws to whom Iſaiah delivered this prophecy : it be- 
ame ſtill more frequent in the times preceding the 


* Amos v. 18, 19, 20. 
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Babyloniſn captivity, and the overthrow of the Jewiſh 
ftate by the Romans, as is evident from the Writings 
of the prophets, and the teſtimony of the apoſtles.— 
My brethren, the generation of ſcoffers is not yet ex. 
tinct: for as the apoſtle Peter foretold, * In the laf 
days ſball come ſcoffers, walking after their own 
luſts, and ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his com. 
ing? for ſince the fathers fell aſleep, all things con. 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the crea. 
tion “.“ Beware of joining yourſelves to this un. 
godly crew. Hearken to the ſalutary advice of the 
all-wiſe God, and compaſſionate Friend of men, re. 
corded Chap. xxviii. 22. of this prophecy : * Be je 
© not mockers, left your bands be made ſtrong.” Ty 
diſobey the authority of Jehovah 1s criminal and dan. 
gerous; to ſcoff at his word and threatenings is the i | 
height of preſumption, and wickedneſs in the extreme, . 
The danger of thoſe who walk in the counſel of the. 
ungodly is truly great; theirs is ſtill greater who Wi, 
ſtand in the way of ſinners; but their condition is . 
beyond meaſure deplorable, and their caſe ſcems al 
moſt deſperate, who it in the ſeat of the ſcornfll. 
Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by i, 
turn from it, and paſs away f.“ - 


Co 


a „ „ 6 


20 JJ Wo unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darknets for light, and ligt 
tor darkneſs; that put bitter for ſweet, and iwett 
tor bitter. e 


The fourth wo is denounced againſt thoſe who pet 
vert the principles of truth, and the exerciſes of qui 
ty, which are inculcated in the law of God. — lb 
finfulneſs and odiouſneſs of the character before u 
conſiſts in confounding things diametrically oppoſtte! 
their nature and qualities, and giving the names wlich 
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* 2 Peter. iii. 3. + Prov. iv. 14, 15. 
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properly belong to the one, to its contrary which is 
completely different. The practice here condemned, 
did not ariſe from ignorance or miſtake, in which 
caſes people are rather to be pitied than threatened 
but proceeded from perverſe obſtinacy of temper, 
culpable in the higheſt degree. Inſtead of repenting 
of their fins, and condemning themſelves on account 
of their wicked practices, they endeavoured to juſtify 
their conduct, by repreſenting their evil actions, their l. 
works of darkneſs, which in the end would prove bit- ll 
ter as death, as good, deſirable, and pleaſant. Though, 


by the light of nature and revelation, they might | 
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-afily have diſtinguiſhed between good and evil, ſuch 
was their wretched depravity, that they put the one 
for the other, changed their names, and miſrepreſent- 
ed their natures. * They bleſſed the covetous, whom 
the Lord abhorreth : they called the proud happy: 
yea, they that work wickedneſs were ſet up; yea, 
* even they that tempted God were delivered “. 
They ſaid, Every one that doth evil, is good in the 
* fight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them; or, 
Where is the God of judgment +?” Good and vir- 
tuous conduct, proceeding from right principles, and 
animated by proper motives, juſtly merits the name 
ot good, of light, and of {weet, as it poſſeſſes all theſe 
qualities. In every ſenſe it is good, being truly beau- 
ltul, pleaſant, and profitable: like the light, it is de- 
able, cheering, and diffuſive; and always accom- 
amicd with peculiar ſweetneſs and ſatisfaction, for 
nn of an excellent ſpirit delight greatly in the way 
vacrein they walk. On the contrary, bad conduct, 
owing from corrupt principles, and influenced by 
mul intentions, no leſs juitly deſerves the name of 
il, darkneſs, and bitterneſs, being ſtrictly forbid- 
en in the good word of God, and expoſing men to 
he molt dreadful evils: it proceeds from the dark- 
© ot ignorance, and leads down to the darknefs of 
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| * Mal, ili. x5. + Mal. il. 27. 
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death; and though for a little it may be like a ſweet 
morſel under the tongue, it ſoon becomes as the gal 
and poiſon of aſps. To confound theſe contraries, is 
to endeavour to overturn the great foundations of 
truth and equity; and to extinguith the candle of the 
Lord, that hght which enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into the world, by the aſſiſtance of which men 
may diſcern good from evil, condemn the works of 
darkneſs, and approve of whatſoever things are juſt, 
honeſt, lovely, and virtuous. No wonder, theretore, 
that God, who 1s righteous, proclaims to perſons of 
this deſcription wo and miſery.——This iniquitous 
practice unhappily prevailed among the poſterity of 
jacob in the latter period of the Jewiſh ſtate, to 
which, we ſuppoſe, this prophecy had a ſpecial refer. 
ence. The good word of God, wherein ſhone the 
light of life, and which marked out ways of pleaſant. 
neſs, was deſpiſed as if it had been evil; the curl 
was choſen rather than the bleſſing; death was pre. 
ferred to life, and deſtruction to ſalvation. - So per 
verſe and corrupt did the children of Ifrae! become, 
at the times to which this prediction refers. Avoid, 
my friends, with ſolicitous care, every approach to 
this wicked and dangerous practice. Be not deluded 
by deceitful appearances : be not perverted by the 


bad example of thoſe who are guilty of the flagrant 
tranſgreſſion here threatened, O do not this abomi- don 
nable thing, ſaith God, which I hate! Attend to the hl (ei: 
everlaſting diſtinctions which God hath eſtablibed end 
between good and evil, between light and darknels. WW plilh 
You are profeſſedly his ſervants, and therefore ougit i Ihe 
never to ſet up your will or judgment in oppoliton E 
W101 


to the authority and determination of your Lord and 
Maſter. Take heed that you ſhoot not thoſe arg ccc 
toward the heavens that may return upon your 0 
heads. If the Almighty hath puniſhed fins comm: 
ted through infirmity, through ſudden paſſion, and 
unexpected temptation, as he did Uzziah for toucl« 
ing the ark, Moſes for ſpeaking unadviſedly, 
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Lot's wife for looking behind her, certainly preſump- 
tuous fins ſhall be moſt ſeverely puniſhed, however 
| much their perpetrators may be applauded by their 


flatterers. _ : 

| 21 Wo unto them that are wiſe in their own 
eyes, and prudent in their own fight. 

08 | 1 

; The fifth wo is declared againſt thoſe who are ſelf- 
, conceited, and puffed up with a vain opinion of their 
j own good qualities. Wildom and prudence are in- 
1 timately connected, and have a reciprocal influence 


of upon each other. Wiſdom conſiſts in chooſing the 
10 belt ends, and purſuing them by the molt proper 


. means. Prudence is employed in applying to prac- 
he tice the rules dictated by wiſdom, in order to attain 
i. WT valuable and important purpoſes, It is the office of 


le uiſdom to determine what actions are to be perform- 
rc. ed, whilſt it belongs to prudence to attend to circum- 
er. ſtances, that we may act with propriety and ſucceſs. 
ne, Perſons are accounted wile and prudent, who keep in 
id, WJ view the moſt excellent deſigns, who govern their 

paſſions with moderation, who conduct their affairs 
led with diſcretion, and proportion their application to 
the their ſeveral intereſts according to the dictates of 
ant wellinformed minds, and the maxims of ſound wiſ- 
mi a dom. They belong to this deſcription who are poſ- 


the MW feed of a ſound judgment, a quick penetration, 


hed end exteniive knowledge, and improve theſe accom- 
b. pliſhments for attaining the moſt valuable purpoſes, 
ont A he wiſdom and prudence of which ſuch perſons are 
un potieſied, cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
and 4.0 is no variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning. 


oro ccording to the apoſtle James's deſcription, it is 
oo Wi Pure, tree from the corruptions of fin and error; it is 
mi eaccable, diſpoſing thoſe who act under its influence 
ae ve in harmony and concord; it is gentle, bearing 
uch h meekneſs the infirmities and injuries of others; it 
ge to be entreated, by the perſuaſion of ſound rea- 


ſon, 
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ſon, and good counſel; it is full of mercy toward the 
offending, and the afflicted; it is without partiality in 
its operations, and without hypocriſy and diſſimulz. 
tion, being ſincere in all its exertions. This wiſdom, 
this prudence, is an invaluable gift, and forms a moſt 
deſirable character. | REO. 

Perſons are ſaid, in ſcripture, to have thoſe qual. 
fications 1n their own eyes or ſight, which they vainly 
reckon they have acquired. A man is righteous in 
his own eyes, who entertains a high opinion of his own 
Tighteouineſs. A generation are pure in their own 


eyes, though not waſhed from their filthineſs, who | 


think highly of their own purity, though neither 
their hearts, nor their ways, are cleanſed. In like 
manner, people are ſaid to be wiſe and prudent in 
their own fight, who flatter themſelves that theſe cha. 
racters indeed belong to them, until the hatefulnels 
of their iniquity is diſcovered. Though they know 
but little, they were never ſenſible of their ignorance; 
though, in the view of God, and men of underſtand- 
ing, they are fooliſh, they never were convinced of 
their folly. Elated with their ſuppoſed excellence on 
every occaſion, and even when there 1s no occaſion, 
they proclaim their own praiſes, and applaud ther 
own performances. The attainment of wiſdom, and 
the exerciſe. of prudence, doubtleſs affords a itrong 
temptation to pride and vain glory, which fhouid al 
ways be checked by that modeſty and humility which 
ought ever to be their inſeparable attendants. Man 
is not conceited of that which is common to him wit 

every body, but of that which is peculiar to him with 

ſome others. Wiſdom is not an ordinary accolt 

pliſhment : it is not in the poſſeſſion of the multitude 

but only in the hearts of a-few. Such is the fol 

and vanity of the people here deſcribed, that, thou 

deititute of this ineſtimable treaſure, they were vu 

in their own eyes, and prudent in their own fgit 
and arrogated to themſelves thoſe precious ornamens 
to which they have no juſt pretenſions.— T5 


W 44 
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was a frequent character among the Jews in the days 
of our prophet, and increaſed greatly until that people 
were carried captive to Babylon. They deſpiſed the 
| counſels, the admonitions, and threatenings of the 
prophets : they rejected the word of the Lord, and 
walked, or rather wandered, in their own counſels, 
Hence the following charge is brought againſt them: 
How do ye fay, We are wile, ard the law of the 
© Lord is with us * ?? Eſpecially did perſons of this 


deſtruction of the Jewiſh ſtate by the Romans; of 
which the Phariſees were remarkable inſtances, who, 
[notwithſtanding they were blind, imagined they were 
wile, and faw clearly. Be ye not then wiſe in 
your own eyes. Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his own 
© conceit, there is more hope of a fool than of 
* him.” We may entertain better hopes of making a 
fooliſh man wiſe, than of inſtructing a ſelf. conceited 
creature. Many a one might have become wiſe, had 
they firſt been convinced that they were fooliſh ; 
whereas ſuppoſed wiſdom and knowledge effectually 
prevent the benefit of inſtruction. Wherefore, to 
ui: the words of the apoſtle Paul, Be not wiſe in 
your own conceits f. 


22 Wo unto them that are mighty to drink 


og | ; 
. rine, and men of ſtrength to mingle ſtrong; 
11M | drink. 

M: 1 , B 

= The fixth and laſt wo is denounced againſt thoſe 
vii no are addicted to excels in the uſe of ſtrong li- 


zuors.— Wine and ſtrong drink, which produce 


om. | 
ade, milar effects upon mankind, are often uſed at the 
ehe fine, and mentioned together in the prohibi- 
duch ens and directions reſpecting them which are deli- 


Fred in {cripture. It is recorded of the Rechabites, 
: Nazarites, and John the Baptiſt, that they 


* dee Ter. viii. 8, 9, 10. + Rom. xli. 16. 
| drank 


fort abound in the days of our Saviour, prior to the 
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drank neither wine nor ſtrong drink. That from 
theſe remarkable inſtances of abſtinence, men may 
not imagine that they ought to refrain from the mo. 
derate uſe of theſe excellent reſtoratives, we are re. 
quired © to give ſtrong drink to him that is ready tg 
« periſh, and wine to thoſe who are of heavy hearts 
_ Theſe, like every other creature of God, are in them. 
felves good, and when properly uſed, conduce, 
through the divine bleſſing, to ſtrengthen the bod, 
and exhilarate the mind; and therefore when they 
can conſiſtently be obtained, they ought to be.receiy. 
ed with thankſgiving by them who believe and know 
the truth. At banquets, at marriage-feaſts, and other 
ſeaſons of feſtivity, they conſtitute a conſiderable part WW 
of the entertainment, and are then commonly uſed i! 
with greater profuſion than at other times; of which 
I could eaſily produce ſome inſtances from the facred 
writings that are not to be condemned. The perſons 
here threatened with miſery and wo, are not thoſe 
who take ſtrong drink to refreſh and ſtrengthen them, 
but ſuch as employ their ſtrength and time in drink. 
ins intoxicating liquors, and exert themſelves in 
ſwallowing large quantities of them, in order to pet 
drunk. How contemptible, how criminal the prac- 
tice here condemned, among creatures dignified with 
reaſon, plentifully ſupplied with every thing necelary 
to the comfort of life, and commanded, by the fi- 
preme authority of God, to be ſober and temperate: 
How odious the indulgence in that practice, wherely 
men debilitate their faculties, enervate their conſtitu- 
tions, incapacitate themſelves for buſineſs, contem 
the law of God, and deſtroy what would prove à f. 
viving cordial to the indigent, the weak, and diſt 
ed among their brethren ! Perſons gf this delcry: 
tion abounded among the Jews, both at the period 
which preceded the captivity, and the deſtruction 
their ſtate, as appears from ſome paſſages of the un- 


* Prov. XxX1. 6. 
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, ings of the prophets, and ſeveral of our Lord's di 
„ WT coils ©. Let thoſe to whom this character be- 
6 longs, ſeriouſly conſider, that God who gave them 
to {rength to ſerve and pleaſe him, will certainly, and 


„ perhaps ſuddenly, make them feel that miſery and wo 
which they have merited as their portion. 


In, 23 W hich juſtify the wicked for — and 
ey take away the righteouſneſs of the righteous 
1y- from him, 


her Theſe words farther repreſent the odious character 
art WT which. is here threatened with miſery and wo. 
fed WH {hoſe whom they juſtify, are the wicked, who, far 
ich rom reſiſting temptation, and avoiding ſin, ſurrender 
red themſelves to the practice of iniquity ; and, notwith- 
ons ftanding the various methods employed to Jeter them 
ole I trom tranſgreſſion, obſtinately perſiſt in committing 
em, che moſt enormous wickednefles. Though juſtly de- 


nk- erring, on account of ſuch conduct, to be condemn- 
in Nel, the perſons deſcribed eſpouſe their cauſe, approve. 
get Mt their ways, and pronounce them to have acted 
rac ish; and thus uniformly decide in their favour, in 
with WC: cc: oppoſition to juſtice and equity. A cir- 


unitance is mentioned which greatly aggravated 
his crime; it was committed with a view to reward. 
Rewards are of two forts. Thoſe which are beſtowed 
pon the well- deſerving, who, by actions truly praiſe- 
vorthy, have merited from others marks of eſteem 
nd gratitude. Such acknowledgments of obliga- 
ions conferred, prove encouragements to well-doing, 
17 cht to be received with pleaſure and thankful- 
co. 10 act with a view to ſuch recompences, as we 
þ Prod, cannot be culpable. There are allo re- 
ads which are ſometimes given with defign to pervert 
le jn dg ment, to blind the eyes, and to corrupt theexer- 
þc vi juice, Theſe laſt were ſtrictly forbidden in the 
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law of God; the acceptance of them is perfectly incon- 
ſiſtent with integrity; and acting under their influence 
is mentioned as a daring inſtance of impiety to which 
the Jews were addicted, at the time to which this pro. 
phecy refers. Deſtitute of good principles, regard. 
leſs to the ſacred rights of equity, their judgment; 
were biaſſed, and their conduct regulated, by the pro. 
ſpect of advantage, or the reward they had already 
received. In the words of the prophet Amos, The 
* told the righteous tor filver, and the poor for a Pair 
of ſhoes. They panted after the duſt of the earth 
on the head of the poor, and turned aſide the way 
of the meek *.” | | 

And take away the righteouſneſs of the righteous frm 
him. By the righteous, may be meant thoſe who 
have received abundance of the gift of righteouſnek; 
who are fincere and upright in heart, equitable in 
their tranſactions, inoffenſive in their conduct; who 
are righteous before God, walking in the ordinance 
and commandments of the Lord blameleſs. The 
righteouſneſs of ſuch, the perſons ſpoken of take away, 
Though they cannot deprive them of that righteoul 
neſs which is unto ail, and upon all them that believe; 
though they cannot deprive them of the good pri 
ciples they poſſeſs, and the good conduct they exe 
plity; they do what is in their power for thele put 
poſes, by miſrepreſenting their character, by vilitring 
their actions, and endeavouring to undermine ti 
juilice of their cauſe. On theſe accounts, we ſuppoi 
the perſons deicribed had this heavy charge broug 
againſt them.——This odious character, like f 
others already mentioned, became very frequent! 
Judea, at the two remarkable periods to whuci tl 
diſcourſe in this chapter looked forward, ——TÞw 
multiplied tranſgreſſions of the men of Judah mc 
ed their ſorrows and calamities, and brought up 
them all thoſe repeated woes which are here d 


* Amos ii. 6, 7. 
e nounce 
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nounced. Such fins as theſe which we have had under 


. our review, never fail to expole people to the righ- 
ce teous judgments of God, however great may have 
ch been their privileges and profeſſion. After the church 
0 of Epheſus decayed from her firſt love, the church of 
c. Pergamos turned aſide to the doctrine of Balaam; 


Nis after the church of Thyatira followed the ſeductions 


ro. of {ezebel, Laodicea became lukewarm, and the other 
Wy Aiatic churches abated in their zeal; God removed 
Ne) ne candleſtick he had placed among them, and ex- 


an unguiſhed the light they had enjoyed. Let us then 
th who think we ſtand, take heed leſt we fall; and cau- 
Way Wh tiouly > (01d thoſe fins which have brought miſery 
and run upon others. 

ron - 

who 24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the ſtubble, 


cis; nd the flame conſumeth the chaff, /h their root 
ein 


ſhall be as rottenneſs, and their bloſſom ſhall go 
Who | 
nee up as duſt: becauſe they have caſt away the law 


The of the Lond of hoſts, and deſpiſed the word of 


wy. te holy One of IIracl. 


col. 


The prophet now proceeds to declare more fully 
the puniſhment which God was about to inflict upon 
the ſewith people. The language which he uſes 
in this verſe is highly figurative, and the fimilitude 
whereby he illuſtrates divine judgments is familiar 
amd mitructve. They are compared to fire and flame, 
which {ſuddenly break forth in a moment, and blaze 
ont unexpectedly, when no ſuch thing is looked for. 
Like fire, they devour and conſume all that comes 
Ihn their reach: nothing can ſtand before them: 
ey deſtroy the ſtrongeſt tences, and lay in ruins 
the largeſt edifices. As fire and flame, when once 
zuning with violence, is got under with the utmoſt 
culty, fo divine judgments cannot be reſiſted, their 
Wecon cannot be altered, their force abated, nor 
n de fame be extinguiſhed by human efforts. As 
Natencd calamities cannot be averted, fo inflicted 
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judgments cannot be removed, unleſs by true repent. 
ance, and earneſt ſupplication to the ſupreme Diſpoſer 
ot all events. In this ſimilitude, tranſgreſſors are 
intended by the ſtubble and the chaff, which the jr 
devours and conſumes, to which they are very fin}. 
ficantly compared. As the ſtubble and the chaf, 
whilſt they continue united to the wheat, are uff 
for ſupporting ard covering the grain, in like man. 
ner the wicked, when connected with good men, are 
ſometimes ſublervient to their welfare, by affording 
them ſupport and protection from danger. As ſtubble 
and cha-, when ſeparated from the corn, are of jittl: 
or no value, in this reſpect they are the image of the 
ungodly, who are often ſpoken of in ſcripture unde 
this figure. The heart of the wicked,“ faith Solo. 
mon, is little worth * ;* and if his nobleſt part is of 
no value, he muſt be an inſignificant creature indeed, : 
Stubble and chaff are light and trivial, having no real Wi 2 
Jolidity ; and fo emphatically repreſent the vanity and : 
unprofitableneſs of ſinners, who are conſumed, by d. d 
vine judgments, as the lighteſt and drieſt few! is WM 1h 
ſuddenly devoured by the fire. ar 
So their ret ſhall be rottenneſs, and their bloſſom {hal 
go up as duſt, The poſterity of Iirael are here com-W th: 
ared to a fruit-bearing tree, whoſe root gives ie 
itrength and ſtability, conveys to it nouriſhment, and i ro: 
preſerves it firm amidſt the ſtorms to which it may be 
expoſed. By their root, may be meant every tiger 
whereby they thought to ſecure and eſtabliſh tlcm-WMo! 1 
ſelves, ſuch as their ſecret counſels, their deep ! 1: 
deſigns, their ſtrength and riches, their friends md foo 
connections, from all which they derived ſupport, ud 
expected to keep their ſtation. Viewing them i 
their ſocial capacity, by their root, we may undd 
ſtand parents, heads of families, judges, gore et 
and princes, who give ſtability and ſupport © 
itate, and preſerve it in a flourithing condition. 


* Prov. x. 20. 


a i * 
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Bloſſoms are the beautiful flowers which grow upon 
trees or plants, prognoſticating plenty of fruits, and 
ſceds in their ſeaſon. Was the expreſſion before us 
to be explained in its literal ſenſe, the meaning would 
be fimply this: Their trees ſhould bear no fruit: 
their gardens, vineyards, and plantations, were to be 
deitroyed, according as it is written, Curſed ſhalt 
thou be in the field“: not only ſhall thy cattle be 


n. 
ar? weakly and barren, but thy fruit-trees ſhall be blaſt- 
ing ed. To give the ſtrongeſt aſſurance of the certainty 
bl: of this event, the prophet acquaints thoſe to whom 
ttle he delivered this meſſage, that their more remote, as 
the ell as more immediate expectations were to be fruſ- 
er trated, It ſeems, however, more uniform and conſiſt- 
olo- ent wich the figurative language uſed in this verſe, to 


18 of explain the words in their metaphorical ſenſe. In 
ecd, cis view, the bloſſoms denote the beautiful promiſing 
real appcarances among that people, which ſeemed to pre- 
and WM face plenty vf fruit; ſuch as their religion, their chil- 
ei- dren, their magnificence and influence as a nation: in 
«| is Kort, every thing which conſtituted their excellence, 
and difplayed their glory, was to be conſumed. 
hl With rélpect to theſe things it is foretold, that 
com: they ſhall be rottenneſs, and ſhall go up as duſt. The 
es i expreſſions ailude to the condition of a tree, whoſe 


„and 100! and bloſſoms being deſtroyed, is deprived of its 
ay be beauty, uſe, and fruitfulneſs. This is a familiar man- 
thing WW cr of {peaking frequently uſed by the ſacred writers, 
them ©! which I refer you to the two following inſtances. 
pad be firit you may fee, Amos ii. 9. where God faith 


concerning the Amorite, He was ſtrong as the oaks, 


i, ay ct | deſtroyed his fruit from above, and his roots 
-m ny on beneath.” The other you will find in Hoſea 
10cm 16. where the Moſt High thus ſpeaks by the pro- 


nor! 
71101; 


10 


pact, © Ephraim is fmitten, their root is dried up, 
they ſhall bear no fruit.” And in the prediction be- 
rc us, their root ſhall be rottenneſs: having in it no 


— 


o | 
J. 


* Deut. XXviii. 16. 
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ſtrength, firraneſs, or ſap, it ſhall quickly conſume 
away to nothing, and their bloſſom ſhall go up x 
duſt; all their promiſing appearances were ſoon to 
fade and vaniſh as the ſmoke, or the fine duſt that 
ariſes from any dry thing that is rotten, when it i; 
touched. The judgment which is here foretold, wa; 
to prove univerſal; for what remains of a tree when 
its roots and branches are deſtroyed. The mercy pro. 
miſled, Chap. xxxvii. 31. to the remnant that eſcapel 
of the houſe ot Judah, is very great: It ſhall again 
© take root downward, and bear fruit upward ;' and 
here the miſery W is equally great, both rot 
and bloſſoms were to be conſumed. There is no {e. 
curity from the judgments of God: when he comes 
to take vengeance, ſtrength and beauty periſh at his 
rebuke. The reaſons are ſubjoined why the Al. 
mighty would execute theſe extenſive judgments upon 
the houſe of Iſrael and Judah; 

Becauſe they have cajt away the law of the Lord of 
Basis. By the oppreſſion, injuſtice, luxury, drunken. 
neſs, pride, and perverſeneſs, of which they were 
guilty, they contemned the ſacred authority of that 
mighty Lord who muſtereth the armies of battle, who 
numbers and orders all the hoſts of heaven. By the 
law of the Lord, may be meant the lively oracles which 
were committed unto them, and particularly the teil. 
monies and ſtatutes which God made known to Hrac, 
conſtituting one of thoſe diſtinguiſhing prerogative 
whereby that highly-favoured people were exalt cd 
above all other nations. The generous gift of fich; 
perfect rule of conduct by the great Law-giver, or 
accompliſhing the moit benevolent purpoſes, laid then 
under peculiar obligations to honour him, to lor: 
his law, and to aſpire after the honourable teſtinon 
which one of their own princes received from Got: 
My ſervant David, who kept my commandment; 
and who followed me with all his heart, and did that 
only which was right in mine eyes “. To this te) 


* 1 Kings xiv. 8. 


had 
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had the higheſt encouragement they could have de- 


; fired, as you may ſee, Lev. xvili. 5. © Ye ſhall therefore 
keep my ſtatutes and my judgments: which if a 

i * man do, he ſhall live in them: I am the Lord. 

l Notwithſtanding, like the Heathen who raged, and 

13 . . 8 . „ . 

K the people who imagined a vain thing, they broke 


God's bands aſunder, and caſt away his cords from 
em. © Though he had written to them the great 
* things of his law, they were counted as a ſtrange 
thing“, in which they had little or no concern; 


and between which, and their hearts and lives, 
* there was little or no correſpondence. They refuſed 
5 to yield the obedience it required, and made light of 
11 the jolenm inſtitutions which were therein appointed. 

ud deſpiſed the word of the Holy One of Iſrael. If 
01 thele words have a meaning different from the former, 


and contain not an illuſtration of the preceding article, 
i of but another, though ſimilar reaſon, why the anger of 

the Lord was kindled again: his people, we may un- 
derſtand them as ſignifying his word of promiſe, given 
aun unto the fathers; which the apoſtle Paul affirms, God 
fulfilled unto their children, by raiſing up Jeſus Chriſt 
(re BY gain from the dead f. This was the word which 
nich de Lord gave, and great was the company of thoſe 
tat publiſhed it T. This diſtinction between the 
word and the law of God ſeems to be marked, Pal. 
cxlvii. 19. where men are invited to praiſe the Lord, 
becauſe, among other things, He hath ſhewed his 
word unto Jacob, and his ſtatutes and his judgments 


ich An : 

15 unto Irael.“ To expreſs the great aggravations 
em hercwith the fin of this people was attended, the 
vi vord which they deſpiſed is ſaid to be the word of the 
* holy One of Hrael, who hath a perfect deteſtation of 
500 Wi lin, eſpecially the preſumptuous tranſgreſſions of 
ni, te by whom he oupht to be ſanctified, and 
Ann hom he vouchſates to ſtand intimately con- 


netted, The word and promiſe of Jehovah they 


Ka Nui. 12. See Acts zii. 32, 33. f Plat. lev. 33s 


vick edly 


puniſhment of fuch deſpiſers ſhould be terrible and 
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wickedly contemned, « and blaſphemouſly rejected, 
though containing bleffings of incomparable excel. 
lence, and given 1n tender compaſſion to his people, 
for accompliſhing the molt ſalutary purpoſes. ——The 
wickedneſs with which the Jews are here charged, 
arrived at an enormous height at the time which pre. 
ceded the Babyloniſh captivity * ; and at the period 
which went before their extermination by the Ro. 
mans, as we learn from the concluſion of the apoſtle 
Paul's diſcourſe in the ſynagogue at Antioch : Ser. 
ing,“ ſaid that great man to the men of Iſrael * ye 
put the word of God from you, and judge yourſelve; 
© unworthy of everlaſting life, lo, we turn to the Gen. 
* tiles. For ſo hath the Lord commanded us f.“ By 
rejecting the goſpel, and deſpiſing the means of fal- 
vation, they juſtly expoſed themſelves to the ſevere 
judgments here threatened. No wonder that the 


Crap, V, 


unavoidable. What madneſs and barbarity do they 
commit, who perverſely reject their own happineſs, and WW i: 
ruin themſelves! Did we fee condemned criminals ns 
trample under foot the pardon that was offered them; N tu 
did we lee ſick people, languiſhing under danger. 
ous diſeaſes, throw away the only remedy which could 
cure them; did we ſee wretched captives rejecting 
with diſdain the kind offer of freedom; or indigent 
beggars ſpurning at the liberal hand which reached 
them an alms; we would reckon them objects juſt 
deſerving pity and contempt. What ſhall we then 
ſay of the conduct of guilty, diſeaſed, enſlaved, ind: 
gent ſinners, who wickedly reje& and deſpiſe that 
mercy which would pardon and cure, liberate and 
enrich them! We only ſay at preſent, they richly de 
ſerve deſtruction. * How thall we eſcape if we ne. 
« glect ſo great ſalvation ?? 


25 Therefore is the anger of the LoRD Kin- 
dled againſt his people, and he hath ſtretched 


See 2 Cliron. xxxvi. 15, 16, 17. + Acts xi. a6, 47. 


fort 
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. forth his hand againſt them, and hath ſmitten 1 
. them: and the hills did tremble, and their car- | 
e, caſes 2were torn in the midſt of the ſtreets. For : 
ie all this his anger is not turned away, but his ; 
d, hand zs ſtretched out ſtill. ; 
* This verſe contains a further deſcription of the pu- 
PF niſnment which was to be inflicted upon the poſterity 

He of Jacob, on account of the fins above-mentioned.— | 
ee. It is extremely difficult to conceive, how the almighty | 


vc Cod is affected by the good or bad conduct of men; 
vez how he can be pleaſed or diſpleaſed with their actions. [| 


en. As his nature is unchangeable, without variableneſs, { 
By ind ſhadow of turning, ſo his felicity is immutable, . 
aj. and cannot admit either of increaſe or diminution. | 


ere WM Notwithſtanding, he hath taught us to conſider obe- [| 
the WM dience to his will as highly acceptable to him; and | 
and the tranſgreſſion of his law as no leſs diſpleaſing to 

hey him, and expoſing to his wrath, which is here ſaid to 
and have been kindled againſt his people. Anger, indig- | 
nals nation, wrath, and fury, are aſcribed to God in ſcrip- il 
em; ure. Properly ſpeaking, none of theſe angry paſhons | 
vere are in the all- perfect Jehovah ; but they are attributed 
ould to him, when he acts in a manner ſomewhat ſimilar 


tin; to men, under the influence of theſe affections. There 
gent W's no change in him, but in his diſpenſations toward 
chel lis people, when his anger, here compared to fire, is | 
juſtly kindled againſt them. The anger of God, like fire, | 
then Nrhich is the moſt terrible of all the elements, is the l 


indi- rost dreadful attribute of Jehovah ; and when kindled ll 
that end blown up into a flame, by the preſumptuous, per- ll 
and ited. in tranſgrefſions of men, it burns with vehemence, I} 


y de ntl it conſume bath root and branch. This wrath ll 
e ne. f the Lord is ſaid © to be kindled againſt his people,” x 


hom he had appropriated to himſelf as his peculiar 

rcalure, whom he had diſtinguiſhed from all other na- il 
018 by the moſt excellent prerogatives, and who pro- | 
led themſelves devoted to his ſervice and obedience. 
heir wickedneſ; became greatly aggravated by the 
K privileges 


Kin- 
tched 


— 
„4 


fort! 
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privileges which they abuſed, in ſo. much that when 
God declared, by the prophet, that he would plead 
with them, lie thus ſpeaks; * Pals over the ifles gf 
© Chittim, and ſee, and ſend unto Kedar, and conh. 
der diligently, and fee if there be ſuch a thing, 
Hath a nation changed their gods, which are yet no 
gods? but my people have changed their glory, fo 
a chat which doth not profit. Be aſtoniſhed, 0 ye 
* heavens, at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very 
$ deſolate, ſaith the Lord *.* So enormous were thei; 
crimes, that they were unparalleled among other na. 
tions; and therefore the anger of the Lord was kin- 
dled againſt them. Beware, my friends, of kin. 
dling the wrath of the Moſt High, of which none 
knoweth the power, what it can Jo, and how far i 
may 0. Cordially embrace the Son of God, and 
yield bim the moſt bumble and dutiful homage, let 
he de angry, and ye periſh when his wrath is kind!ed 
but a Vitle. | 
And he hath ftretched forth his hand againſt then, 
ant haih ſmitten them. By the hand of God, is here 
meant, as in many other places of ſcripture, his 
mighty power, whereby he puniſhes incorrigible fin. 
ners, and executes upon them righteous vengeance. 
This hand of the Lord is ſaid to be ſtretched out, 
ready for immediate exertion, that he may inflict de. 
ſerved judgments upon tranſgreſſors. "Thele he fm 
times diſpenſes by the intervention of inſtrument, 
which he employs for this purpoſe : hence the wicked 
are called, God's hand +. At other times, he {ends 
unexpected calamities upon a perſon or people, which 
come immediately from himſelf, whilſt he acts vitt- 
out the inſtrumentality of the creature; many in. 
ſtances of which occur in the courſe of divine wy 
dence. And hath ſmitten them. God is ſaid 
ſmite, when he afflicts with terror, with famine. i 
pe{tilence, with the ſword, with diſcaſes and deat 


+ K 8 


* Jer. ii. 10, 11,12. + Pſal. xvii. 14. 
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in all theſe various ways, he is ſaid to have ſmitten 
ran{grefſors. The expreſſion is uſed in the book of 
Fxodus, with reſpect to the deſtructive plagues where- 
with God viſited the Egyptians: © I will ſtretch out 
| © my hand (faid he to his ſervant Moſes), and ſmite 
F oypt with all my wonders *.“ The ſtroke to which 
the prophet here refers, was a very ſevere one, and 
reached to old and young, to great and ſmall. The 
Almighty required Iſrael, when they took a city, to 

ſmite every male with the edge of the ſword, and 


5 to ſpare the women, the little ones, and the cattle # 
n. Whereas when God reached that terrible blow to the 
a polterity of Iſrael, which is here ſpoken of, no age, 
__ Ir or condition whatſoever, was exempted from 


2 feeling the effects of the out-ſtretched arm of Jehovah. 
a ll {he hoary head of the aged, the tenderneſs of the 


el | children, the tears of the mothers, the beauty of the 
led maids, the wiſdom of the prudent, the power of the 
| oreat, the eloquence of the orator, could not procure 
4 deliverance from the ſtroke of divine Vengeance 


wherewith they Were ſmitten. 
Vere, 

A ad the bills did. tremble. Similar expreſſions to 
this frequently occur in ſcripture, in which thoſe ac- 
tions are attributed to inanimate. creatures, which, 
properly ſpeaking, are peculiar to thoſe only which 
are endowed with life. The words feem to allude 
o the tremour occaſioned by the ſtroke of the 
rorkman's hammer upon ſome hard body; and, in 
kei lowelt ſenſe, intimate the great effects which 
vere to be produced by the powerful arm of Jehovah 
ſtr rerchod to {mite his people. Viewing the hills in 
be fig Qurative tenſe, in helf they are often mention- 
n he prophetic writings, they denote great men, 


-The conſequences 


Which 
will 
1W in- 
prov 
aud t0 
>, will 


100 a0 dittinguihed dignity. As in the diſpoſition of 


ts earth, the great Creator made ſome places of it 
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Exod. iii. 20. + See Deut. xx. 13, 14. 
plain 


valpicuous on account of their eminent ſtation, - 
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plain and low, others high and mountainous, ſo in 
like manner he hath formed ſociety. Some men ſtand 
upon level ground, in the middle ranks ; others are 
ſituated in a low and depreſſed condition, like the 
valley and meadow grounds; whilſt a few, like hill 
and mountains, are elevated far above thoſe around 
them. Such were to be the extenſive effects of God 
ſmiting his people, that perſons of the higheſt rank, 
emperors, kings, and princes, were to be ſtruck with 
dread and trembling, at the ſudden unexpected ap. 
proach of the terrible judgments which the hand of 
God would inflict. | 

And their carcaſes were torn in the midſt of tie 
fireets, Thoſe who were to fall victims to the im. 
pending deſtruction, were to be deprived of the bene. 
fit of a decent burial, which 1s generally eſteemed a 
deſirable privilege. Their dead bodies were to be 
barbarouſly treated by their cruel enemies, and ex- 
poſed as a prey to the beaſts of the field, and the fowl 
of heaven, by whom they ſhould be mangled and de. We 
voured. If the divine judgments here mentioned, 
were executed at the time this prophecy was deliver- 
ed, they muſt have been thoſe which befell the Jews 
in the days of Ahaz, of which we read, 2 King 
XXVU1. 6, 7. 17, 18. et ſeg. Some of the neighbour: 
ing princes and ſtates, with their great men, then 
tottered and fell: the king of Aſſyria overthrew the 
kingdom of Syria, and greatly weakened Ephraim. y 


the prophecy looked forward, as J rather ſuppoſe, Menc 
times which were then at a great diſtance, it may Enit 
late to the calamities which were inflicted upon tif 
Jews at the deſtruction of their ſtate by the Romans f 
which was attended with great commotions among itt 
rious empires and ſtates. Be admoniſhed then the. 


ſtand in awe of God's righteous judgments. Thot 
we ſee them not, though we feel them not, the info 
ation we reccive concerning them, ought to cd 
in our minds a holy fear and dread. This prope! © 


fect the awful threatenings fulminated againſt the 0 
| as woll 
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world produced in Noah, the preacher of righteouſ- 
neſs, as aſhrmed by the apoſtle, writing to the He- 
brews : * By faith Noah being warned of God of 
things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared 
zn ark to the ſaving of his houſe “.“ Surely if we 
nd ought to ſtand in awe of threatened judgments, we 
4; WY ought to fear and glorify God on account of his judg- 
nk, ments already made manifeſt, eſpecially when the fol- 
rith lowing words are ſubjoined : Tor all this his anger 
is not turned away, but his hand is ſtretched. out /till. 
1 of WY After a man hath been greatly incenſed, and hath ſe- 

yerely puniſhed the objects of his diſpleaſure, his wrath 
commonly begins to ſubſide, and he ceaſes farther to 
im. WM exert himſelf for their correction. His anger then 
ene: ſeems to be turned away. It was otherwiſe here. Not- 
ed 1 vithſtanding the above dreadful threatenings which 
» be God had denounced againſt his people, his diſplea- 
ex. ſure was not abated: his hand which was ſtretched out 
owls WM to ſmite, he {till retained in that poſture, in immediate 
] de. WM readineſs farther to afflict them, for thoſe complicated 
ned, tranſgreſſions from which they would not deſiſt. 
river WY Thele words are thrice repeated in the ninth, and 
Jews once in the tenth chapter of this prophecy, where the 
Kino ruth of them is fully evinced by the connection in 
which they ſtand. 


20 And he will lift up an enſign to the na- 
tions from far, and will hiſs unto. them from the 
end of the earth: and behold, they ſhall come 
with ſpeed ſwiftly. 8 


In this and the following verſes, we are acquainted 
with ſome circumſtances relative to the forces which 
the Almighty was to employ in ſmiting his people for 
ther ſins. He was to convene them ipeedily, by 
Feeding a ſtandard for this purpoſe, and by calling 

nem to his ſervice, ſo as to give them intimation of 


„ Heb. xi. 7. 
his 


320 | LECTURES ON Tr . Cray, Y 


his pleaſure. Enſigns are military banners or ſtan 
dards, which, when lifted up, were anciently intended 
for raiſing armies, and collecting men together fy 
warlike employment, and to theſe the ſoldiers were 
accuſtomed to reſort. To this practice of princes and 
generals, who, when they wiſhed ſpeedily to raiſe at 
army upon any emergency, uſed to ere a ſtandard 
on fome hill or riſmg ground, the expreſſion before u 
ſeems plainly to allude. The Lord of hoſts, the Prince 
of the kings of the carth, by this means, was abou 
to aſſeinble quickly a numerous army from a great di 
tance, to execute the purpoſes he had in view to accom. 
plith.—— 4rd will hifs unto them from the end if il: Wi 
earth. In ſcripture, perfons are faid to hiſs, as an expref. i 
ſion of deriſion and contempt. The diſtreſſed ſtate of 
| Jeruſalem is in this manner deſcribed ; All they that * 
Ll © paſs by thee, clap their hands at thee ; ; they hils and = 

| < wag their head at the daughter of Jerofalem, ſaying, Wi" 
© Is this the city that men call the perfection of beauty, 
the joy of the x hole earth * ? This, however, is not 
the meaning of the word in the verſe under conſider 
ation. The hiſſing here ſpoken of, is given as a fim 
or call to the people to whom 1t is directed, to march 
immediately to the work aſſigned them. The phraf 11 
which is repeatedly uſed by our prophet, probably a. n. 
ludes to the cuſtom of collecting bees into the hive, Miſh: 
by means of a fort of hifling noiſe, It 1mports, that Wir: 
the God of the whole carth would ſpeedily collect, by 
certain intimations of his pleaſure, a vaſt army, to exe. 
5 cute vengcance upon his perſidious, rebellious people e 
wh The ſcoffers among them had {aid in derifion, Let hin 

bl make ſpeed, and haſten his work, that we may fee it: 
* and lo, here their detire is granted. The people v ho 3 
a0 | were to perform this ſervice, were to march with I 
1 much haſte and fpeed out of kingdoms very remote 
10 from judea: they were to come from far, from tte 
IH} ends of the earth; firtt from Chaldea, and afterward ' 
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from the Roman empire, boch of which kingdoms 
were ſituated at a great diſtance from Canaan. Heze- 
kizh told our prophet, that the meſſengers concerning, 
whom he e came from a far country, even from 
Baby! lon*. And the Romans may as juſtly be ſaid to 
have come : from tar, when, with ſurpriſing rapidity, 
hey marched toward Jerulalem, to deſtroy it, accord- 


ard 

ig to prophecy. Hence we learn, that the eternal 
13 
9% od is the great Agent, who ſends unto cities and 
» agdoms all the terrible judgments wherewith they 


n viftted. Nebuchadnezzar king of Aſſyria, Titus 
the Roman emperor, with great armies, went againſt 
ſeruſalem; but they acted only in obedience to the 
* orders they received from God. In his hand they 
ö were only as the rod and ſtaff, wherewith he beat his 
diſobedient people; the axe, wherewith he hewed - 
mem; and therefore they might thus have upbraided 
moſe whom they punithed : At the command of Je- 


15 oval, we deſolate your country, and burn your city, 
«no; Pecauſe you refuſed to yield obedience to his com- 
der. Nunds, by which you might have prevented theſe ca- 
firm unites. 

zarch 8 | | 

ral 27 None ſhall be weary nor ſtumble amongſt 
a. em: none ſhall ſlumber nor ſleep: neither 
hive, all the girdle of their loins be looſed, nor the 
, that Hatchet of their ſhoes be broken. 

Q, by 

0 exe inee words repreſent the indefatigable diligence, 
cople. te constant vigilance, and wonderful alacrity, of the 
-t hin ies which God was to march againſt the Jewiſh na- 
een: 1 hey were not to be weary or faint, through 
e bo engch of their | journey; they were not to ſtumble, 
1 with krough the roughneſs of the roads by. which they 
remote 0 pals; neither were they to loſe any time in 
im the M ecllary Seep ; but, with the utmoſt readineſs and 
wand they were to execute the orders of Ichorah. 


* 2 Kings. xx. 14. 


Nor 


for a long journey. Thus we read, that when th 


of, were not to be looſed, or laid afide, nnd the 


which they were armed. 
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Nor was this to be the practice only of ſome of the ſtout. 
eſt of them, but it was to be their conduct in general, 
with few or no exceptions. Neither ſhall the girdle 
their loins be Iooſed. They were to be in a ſtate of 
continual readineſs for actual ſervice, and no impedl. 
ments were to retard their progreſs. Military girdle 
or belts, girt about the loins, were conſidered anciently, 
among eaſtern nations, as a part of a ſoldier's accoutre. 
ments: hence girding, or putting on the girdle, waz 
an expreſſion uſed to denote preparation for war, 


N 


Moabites heard that the kings were come up to fight 
© againſt them, they gathered all that were able to 
© put on armour, or every one that girt himſelf withf 
© a girdle *.“ The girdles of thoſe who are ſpoken 


great purpoſes for which they had been put on were 
effeQuated : they were always to be prepared for ac 
tion, until they had accompliſhed the deſigns for 
Nor the latchet of their 
ſhoes be broken. A very minute circumſtance this to 
be entered into the record of God. It ſeems intended 
to intimate the remarkable ſpeed with which the 
troops here deſcribed, were to advance to the execi 
tion ot the work afſigned them, and that they were t 
meet with little or no interruption in their progrels 

Hereby we are inſtructed in the obvious and importal 
truth, That the Lord is the Governor among the m 
tions, and that he hath the abſolute command ot 3 
the inhabitants of the earth. He calls them forth 
what time, and to what ſervices he ſees proper 
aſſign them. In the courſe of his univerſal provicend 
he conducts armies from their own territories int 
diſtant countries, that they may do him ſervice, 
ſpeedily execute righteous vengeance upon tranſgr 
ſors, whoſe enormous crimes accelerate divine jud| 
ments, and give ſpeed and ſucceſs to the inſtrum 


* 2 Kings iii. 21. 
emploſd 
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employed againſt them by the King of nations. Let 
Wt reverence this mighty God, whoſe kingdom ruleth 


7 over all. Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glo- 
e of * rify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all na- 
edi. tions ſhall come and worſhip before thee tor thy 
dle * judgments are made maniteſt *.? 

ntly, 


23 Whoſe arrows are d and all their 
bows bent, their horſes hoofs ſhall be counted 


„, like flint, and their wheels like a whirlwind. 

1 the 

fight In this verſe, the military inſtruments of the ar- 
le mies, who were to march into Judea, are deſcribed 
with as ready for ule; and the aſtoniſhing expedition with 
zoken WWW which they were to advance to the ſervice is ſtrongly 
i br reſented. The arrow is a {mall weapon made of 
were wood, pointed with iron or flint, and in ancient times 


was nad as an inſtrument of war. Its name, in the 


OT a. 

ns foi Hebrew language, is derived from a word which ſig- 
their nifies % cut or wound, this being the end for which 
this it is made, and uſed in battle. That they might ef- 
ended fectually execute theſe purpoſes, they are here affirm- 
ch ti ed to be ſharp. And all their bows bent ; quite 


ready for ſhooting the arrows they had ſharpened, 
that thereby they might make terrible devaltation 
among thoſe whom they attacked. Their horſes 
422 Jhail be counted like flint. You know, it 1s one of 
the chief properties of a good horſe, to have a hard 
ot, The firmneſs and ſolidity of the hoof muſt 


orth Wzve been of ſtill more importance to a fine horſe 
oper wong the ancients, who ſeem to have been unac- 
viGenct minted with ſhoeing horſes, by nailing iron. plates 
ies 10 their hoofs, as practiſed in modern times. When, 


hercfore, the hoofs of the Babylonian and Roma! 
| Wary are foretold to be hard, and difficult to break, 
ne aua . flint. tone, upon which the weather, and the 
des, make no impr efion, the phraſe intimates, their | 


Rev. xv. 4. 


5 ability 


juriſdiction and Somers! whole name alone 1s Jeho 


* and to puntth the {ins of his perfidious pooh 


344 LECTURES on f Cuat. 


ability and readineſs to perform the long march 
which 9 8 were to make into Judea. And thr 
o2vheels like wWhirkvoind. This wind is remarkable 
for coming pes ſuddenly, for running with grey 
rapidity in a circular motion, and with ſuch vio. 
lence as to carry every thing before it that lies in the 
way. The chariots, drawn by the horſes above de. 
{cribed, were to reſemble a whirlwind, on account of 
their ſudden and unexpected Funes in ſuden; 
for, as the prophet Jeremiah foretold, © The ſpoiler 
* was ſuddenly to come upon them“, , and overthrow 
them. Like a whi:lwind, their” motion was to be 
{wift and rapid: hence the Chaldean horſes are 
compared, by the prophet Habakkuk, to leopardsi, 
which are exceeding {witt creatures; a circumſtance 
this which was of great conſequence to the ſucceſs of 
their enterprite. Alexander, called the Great, being 
aſked, How he conquered the world in fo ſhort a time! 
replied, By not delavi ing. The wheels of the chariots, 
like a whirlwind, alſo were to do great execution 
Very terrible have been the effects of a tempeſt: ths 
at fea have foundered, or been daſhed tov pieces; 
ſtately buildings have been ſhattered; the largeſt tree? 
have been ſplit in picces, and the ſtrongeſt houſcs hare 
been demoliſhed. In like manner, thoſe who ina“ 
ed Judea, ſpread, with irreſiſtible violence, delolationiM'' 
and ruin wherever, they went. This remark2bl:WM ' 
prediction, with its exact accompliſhment, by the . 
bylomans and Romans, furniſhes us with an int 
cible argument for the unlimited power of WA , 
the firm belief of which we ought to be eſtablifh«. 1 
times, all nations, and all things, are ſubject 90 1 


vah, the Moſt High over all the earth. He 1s exi i As 
far above all gods, potentates, and Princes, and! cn 
their mt: whitherſoever he pleaſes, to execute | 


* Jer. vi. 26. | F Hab. 1 1. 8. 
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20 Their roaring hall be like a lion, they 


wi 

- ſhall roar like young lions: yea, they ſhall roar 
dle and lay hold of the prey, and ſhall carry it away 
ent ſale, and none ſhall deliver . 

10- 

the The boldneſs and fortitude, the ſtrength and con- 
a4 tempt of danger, the ferocity of diſpoſition, and love 
t of of prey, pofletied by the people who were ſent againſt 
Bo. hc men of Judah, are here repreſented bv a ſtrong 
a compariſon. Beſide vigilance, labour, diſciplinc, 
100 uctiylty, and military weapons, fortitude, bravery, and 


be i bene ot glory, are highly neceſſary to ſucceſs in 
war, 'Thele qualifications the armics ſpoken of, were 
to potiels in an eminent degree. Their roaring was 


de +, 
anc 6% be like that of a lion, The great noiſe they were to 
eke, when lelzing upon their prey, is ſigniſicantly 


compared to the roaring of a lion, which is ſaid to be 
the ſtrongeſt, and among the fiercelt and moſt rapa- 
cibus of wild beaſts. So loud and tremendous is his roar- 
ing. chat ſomè have athrmed, that the other beaſts of the 


being 
me! 
lots, 
utloh. 


thin torclistremble and tall down at the hideous noiſe, which 
ces FEES them an ealy prey. Wicked tyrants, power- 
| trees NG and cruel men, are frequently compared to lions 
« have” {cripture, beca aſe tl 1ey reſemble theſe creatures in 


weir rapacity, love of prey, and other ſavage diſpoſi- 


mrad a F | 8 
| tions. © As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear, ſo is a 


lation 8 
\rkable | wick ed ruler over the poor pe cople And in the 
he Be before us, the hiideous n & mails by ficrce and 


:exible troops, when reading deiolation through 


mum⸗ 
16d, i ! dea, and leizing upon the ſpoils, is foretold to re- 
. e the roaring of the lion, and that of the young 


* 
I. \ 
i\Zii0e 


10 intimate their ſucceſs in pillaging that 


ted country, it is added, They hall carry : away the 
-xalte ie, and none ſhall deliver il. There were many 
id ſend mon? the men of Judah who had fpoiled and op 
ute þ i ic Door; and, therefore, as a juſt recompence 


that, and their Side enormous crimes, thoſe who 


ruin . 


were 
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Vill bring a nation upon you from far, O houte of 
Itrael, faith the Lord: it is a mighty nation, it is an 
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were to be employed in executing upon them righ. 
teous judgment, were to carry away their ſpoil ag 3 
prey. Nor were there to be any deliverer, to reſcu 
out of the hand of their victorious enemy, the ſpcil 
they had gathered among the vanquiſhed. Bleted 
God, defend us from the horrors of war, and preſerte 
us from becoming a prey to our enemies; and, aboye 
all, fave us, we beſeech thee, from thoſe tranipreſſion 
which expoſe to theſe dreadful calamities.— Ile 
predictions contained 1n this, and the two foregoing 
verſes, were remarkably verified at the invaſion of | 
Judea, by the Aſlyrians: concerning whom the 
Lord thus ſpeaks, by the prophet Jeremiah; Lo, 


Crap, V. 


© ancient nation, a nation whoſe language thou know 
< eſt nat, neither underſtandeſt what they ſay “.“ After. 
ward theſe predictions were more fully accompiithed 
by the Romans, who excelled all other nations in mil. 
tary diſcipline, in expedition and bravery; and, in var. 
ous reſpects, reſembled a lion, to which they are here 
compared. All the circumſtances mentioned, have a 
remarkable corre!pondence to thoſe which attended 
their march mto Judea, when they ſpread unirerl 
deſolation over all that land. 


30 And in that day they ſhall roar again j: 
them, like the roaring of the fea; and if , 
look unto the land, behold darkneis and itorrow, 
and the light is darkened i in the heavens theredl, 


The prophet concludes this prophecy, by repretent 
ing the diſtreſs and anguiſh with which the to! retol 
calamities ſhould be accompanied. The 1nvabol 
of the land of Judah, and the ſacking of the city d 
rufalem, was to be attended with deſpair on the pa 
of the beſieged. In that day. In that remarkabl 
period in which the above-mentioned prediction“ wen 


er © '$- 
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to be accompliſhed, the mournful ſcene, deſcribed in 


igb. 

a this verſe, was to be exhibited. 'The great and power- 
ſcue ful armies which were collected by divine command, 
pal were to march into Judea with irreſiſtible impetuoſity, 
eled and an awful noife, reſembling that of the ſea after a 
ſorve hard gale of wind. The noiſe made by a great mili- 
bore BW t:ry force, is ſignificantly compared to the roaring of 
Ton; he fea, Jer. I. 42. where the army of Cyrus is fore- 


told to have a voice like that noiſy element. The 


-The 
compariſon is truly ſublime, and ſerves to aſſiſt us in 


„oing . a 

n of WM forming proper ideas of the ſubject of which the pro- 
the phet ſpeaks. | 
0, I And if one ook unto the land, behold darkneſs an 


firroew. Did any of thoſe who ſurvived the general 
deitruction of the Jewiſh nation, look toward the land 
tizy once poſſeſſed as their inheritance, they could fee 
nothing but darkneſs, diſtreſs, and grief, the miſerable 


Ve of 
18 an 
-noW- | 


— 


Aiter- 
lied ettects of the deplorable condition to which it was re— 
mill. WJ duced by complicated calamities. Memorable are the 


words of our Saviour to this purpoſe: © Upon the 
earth diſtreſs of nations, with perplexity, the ſea 
and the waves roaring ; mens hearts failing them 
tor fear, and for looking after thoſe things which 
' ar: coming on the earth“. Feeling the ſtings of 
cou'citence, and the molt bitter remorſe, ariſing from 
a lenſe of guilt; perceiving themſelves to be the ob- 
jects of divine diſpleaſure, the contempt and reproach 
ct tne world; every thing would appear diſmal, and 
prove a freſh occaſion of ſorrow. 

And the light is darkened in the heavens thereof. 
Great public calamities, and their effects, are defcrib- 
ed, by the prophets, as if the order of the univerſe 
Was reveried, as if the ordinances of heaven and earth 


\ Varl- 
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ended 
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row, 
ered, 
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walaaz were changed. A remarkable inſtance of this you 
iy find recorded, Jer. iv. 23. and following verſes; 
ne pal where the prophet elegantly repreſents, in beautiful, 
bab rative language, the diſmal conſequences of the 


Js Welt 
| * Luke. xxi. FAT 20. 
land 


liarly ſublime. I beheld the earth, and lo, it wy 


called the ſun, the moon, and the ſtars, which enligh- 
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land of Iſrael being ſpoiled. I will read to you the 
paſſage, being one of thoſe I much admire, az pecu- 


without form and void: and the heavens, and they 
had no light. I beheld the mountains, and lo, they 
* trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, 
* and lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the 
© heavens were fled. I beheld, and lo, the fruity] 
+ place was a wilderneſs, and all the cities there 
* were broken down at the preſence of the Lord, and 
by his fierce anger.“ The words before us, like 
thoſe which J have now read, intimate the great and 
affecting alterations which were to be made by the 
judgments of God upon the Jews; and, therefore, to 
give them a juſt interpretation, they mult be explained 
in their metaphorical ſenſe. In this view, by the light 
which was to be converted into darkneſs in the Jewiſh 
hemiſphere, is meant the glorious prerogatives which 
they enjoyed; and the moſt eminent perſons in their 
church and ſtate, who, in prophetic language, are 


tened, directed, and comforted the people. The glory 
of God, which filled their temple, and illuminated , 
the church, was removed. Ihe ceremomwal law, . 
which afforded them a lively repreſentation of future WW 
good things, was aboliſhed, and ceaſed to give them. 
farther light. The doQors and teachers in ther 
church were greatly degenerated, and their light vs 
nearly extinguiſhed. The honour of their law, aud 
the glory of their prieſthood, were covered with © 
ſcurity. Thus the light was darkened in the heavens 
thereof. Jo this forlorn ſtate the Jewiſh nation 
was reduced, after its overthrow by the Romans. 
The hiſtory of that people verifies the truth, in gene 
ral, of all the prophecics ; and particularly the pre 
dictions we have now been conſidering, in which C00 
gave them timeous advertiſement of approaching hy 
Iamities. Theſe were not inflicted until a conſiders 
time after they had previouſly received repeated 


11 
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inos of their approach. The Lord of hoſts ordered 
the trumpet to be blown long before he called the 


"Y nations forth to battlez and commanded his ſervants 
ley to inform the men of Judah, that deſolation and de- 
i ſtruction, darkneſs and ſorrow, would overtake them, 
eld, 


did they perſiſt in their evil ways. Notwithſtanding 
theſe faithful admonitions, they went on from evil to 
worſe, until wrath came upon them to the uttermoſt, 
on account of their many aggravated iniquities. 
Hence we learn, that the proſperity and happineſs of 
the moſt flouriſhing kingdoms upon earth is not per- 
pctual, but ſubject to change; that the wickedneſs of 
a people provokes God to turn a truitful land into 
barrenneſs, This it is which darkens the light in the 
heavens, and reverſes their former condition. Would 
we then endeavour to perpetuate our felicity as a na- 
tion, let us bring forth fruit unto God, correſponding 
to the ineſtimable advantages we enjoy. 

To conclude, let the word of God dwell richly in 
your hearts, and hold it forth uniformly in your lives: 
Add commentary to commentary, expoſition to ex- 
polition, To the comment I give you in words, as 
the fruit of my itudies, add your comment of good 
works, as the effect of your knowledge and faith. 
To my expoſition of this prophecy, executed at the 
expence of much time and labour, add your expoſi- 
non, by the ſanctity of your lives, and purity of your 
manners. In this manner, grant me, I beſecch you, 
Imilar ozcation to glory on your behalf, with that 
wich the apoſtle Paul acknowledged the Corinthians 
bad given him, in theſe memorable words; ; © Ye (faith 
he) are our epiſtle written in our hearts, known 
F and read of all men: for as much as Ve are mani- 
fe Hy declared to be the epi [tle of Chriſt, miniſter- 
< by us, written not with ink, but with the Spirit 
E e üring S od: not in tables of ſtone, but in 

ty fables of the heart *. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


E are now arrived at the fourth part of the 

prophetic diſcourſe, contained in the fif 
twelve chapters of theſe prophecies ; wherein Laib 
narrates a memorable viſion with which he was f 
voured, repreſenting to him the glorious kingdom of 
the Son of God, with ſome remarkable circumſtances 
attending its extenſion over the whole world, which 
are highly worthy of the moſt elaborate inveſtigation, 
The ſhort diſcourſe comprehended in this chapter, 
conſiſts of three parts. Firſt, A ſublime deſcription 
of the ſymbolical appearance of the glorious majeſty 
of God, with ſome particular circumſtances which ac- 
companied this manifeſtation, ver. 1.—4. Second. 
ly, The ſolemn deſignation of Iſaiah to the perform. 
ance of a very important part of his prophetical 
office, to which God had appointed him; namely, 
the publiſhing a general declaration reſpecting the fu. 
ture fortunes of his people, ver. 5.—7. And [aſily, 
The particular order which the prophet received fim Wi; 
God, to deliver a very grievous meſſage, which he 
was inſtructed to communicate to the Jewiſh nation, i: 
which were to be made an awful inſtance of the d. 


vine ſeverity, ver. 8.— 13. hi 
DIRE v. 

| | 5 of 
II. * 
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N the year that king Uzziah died, I faw a. 

1 the Lord litting upon a throne, high a 
lifted up, and his train filled the temple. uſe 
The time wherein Iſaiah was honoured with the" : 


| fion of which he here ſpeaks, was the year in wit 


Gi 
hy 


king Uzziah dicd.-—-This prince was elevate 
: ; ; {3 
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he throne of Judah when he was fixteen years of age, 
and reigned in Jeruſatem during the long period of fitty 
ind two vears. In the beginning of his reign, he did 
| that which was right in the ſight of the Lord: and as 
the long as he loug ht the Lord, God made him to proſper. 
firſt Being wonderfully helped until he was ſtrong, his 
wah WW fame ſpread far abroad; and in war, his arms were 
- crowned with ſucceſs. In his proſperity, however, 
n of bis heart was lifted up, to his deſtruction : he tranſ- 
nces grelled againſt the Lord his God. He went into the 


hich temple of the Lord, and burnt incenſe upon the altar 
fon. of incenſe, notwithſtanding the powerful oppoſition 
pter, of fourſcore prieſts, who remonſtrated againſt this 
tion ulurpation of their office, and informed the king of 
jeſty bis fin, and his danger. In conſequence of this raſh 
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attempt, God ſmote him with leproſy, and he conti- 
nucd a leper unto the day of his death. About that 
period, our prophet informs us, he ſaw the viſion 
which he proceeds to narrate. The circumſtance of 
time, which is ſeldom mentioned by Iſaiah, but more 
frequently noticed by the other prophets, is here 
clearly determined. Though we pretend not to af- 
ſion the true reaſons why this repreſentation was 
nven at the time here marked, doubtleſs, were we 
acquainted with them, the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
tie divine procedure, in this matter, would appear 
en conſpicuous. We ſhall not, however, venture 
ena conjecture upon this topic, nor trouble you 
With thoſe wich have been formed by others. 

ace 2/75 the Lord. Of all the human ſenſes, _ 
of keing is s the molt active and penctrating, and ca 
Ic along with it the molt powerful conviction of tbe 


110 reality and certainty of the objects that are ſeen. 
7 al 

5 | ence the apoſtle John, ailerting his full aſſurance of 
n ae truth * thoſe things concerning which he writes, 


FE 


ulcs this ſtrong expreſhon, © That which we have ſeen 
c 
"1th 0: ir eyes, which we have looked upon; that * hich 


the vl 1 
| * av {een and heard, declare we unto you *.* In 
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what manner Iſaiah ſaw the moſt high God, the Kine 
eternal, immortal, and inviſible, he does not inform 
us. God being a Spirit, he cannot be ſeen with bodily 
eyes; being infinite and incomprehenſible, he can. 
not properly be ſeen with the eyes of the mind; and 
therefore the apoſtle Paul affirms, that no man hath 
* {cen, or can ſce him.“ The words before us, certain. 
ly import more than that he ſaw the Lord by medits. 
tion and contemplation, which is the common prix. 
lege of all the ſervants of God; and, in this ſenſe, our 
prophet no doubt ſet the Lord always before him, 
We ſuppoſe, then, that he had a ſymbolical repreſents 
ton afforded him of the glory of Jehovah, in which 
the objects he proceeds to deſcribe, were as clearh 
exhibited to his view as if he had beheld them with 
his bodily eyes. In this manner, the prophets Ezckid 
and Danicl, and the apoſtle John, had the viſions of 
God which they relate. We are indeed altogether 
uncertain how the Lord made himſelf known to our 
prophet upon this occaſion, in this viſion ; whether 
the appearance he mentions, was open to public view; Wl : 
whether he was in a deep fleep, like Daniel; or in a 
trance, like the apoſtle Peter; or if, like the apoitl 
Paul, he was fo raviſhed with the fight, that he knew 
not whether he was in or out of the body. ——Bl:IaF 1, 
be God that we all with open face, may behold as mM 5 
a glaſs the glory of the Lord. The revelation which 1 
God hath given us of himſelf in Jeſus Chriſt, far ex; 
cls ail the viſions with Which the prophets were ee 
voured ſince the beginning of the world. The n 


„ 3 : 

11008 which they beheld, was obſcurity, when compared toll. 
19 5 . L . s . os: ; ] 0 
„ that which we enjoy: their viſions were only hade. 
9 and iaint repreſentations, of the glory we contem pat., 


„ in the goſpel. God is manifelt in the fleſh, and 008: . 


10 true light now ſhineth; and therefore we ought 0 hot 

1600 walls as children ot the light, and of the day. . 

„ The perion who was feen by the prophet, 1s i 

WH 4 Lord Jchovah, glorious in holineſs, perfect in bea : 

Wh | ty, rich i meren, infinite in majeſty, excellent i E; 
i Work 
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ne working, fearful in praiſes, and incomprehenſible i in 
m all his divine attributes: the God of Iſrael, the God 
ily of the ſpirits of all fleſh, to whom belongs the earth, 
a ind the fulneſs thereof; the world, and they that 
nd dwell therein; who, in the 5th verſe of this chapter. 
ath i3 called the King, the Lord of hoſts. By comparing 
alll the words before us with thoſe of the apoltle John, 

lth recorded Chap. x11. 40, 41. of his goſpel, you will 
tu. plainly ſee, that this perion whom Ifaigh calls fehovah, 
Our the 5 affirms to have been Jeſus Chriſt; for at- 
him. r having cited the gth verſe of this chapter, he 
NU M adds, Theſe things ſaid FEſaias, when he {aw his glo- 


ch © ry, and ſpake of him.” The words his and hint 
early ple inly refer to our bleſſed Saviour, in whom the les 
with did not believe, notwithſtanding he had done many 
ekie miracles among them. Ihis remark of an inſpired 
ns 0 writer would have greatly embarraſſed us, had not Je- 
ether ſus Chriſt himſelf relolved the difficulty, by this aſſur- 
0 Our ance, He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father :? 
wether Wi the reaſon he elſewhere ſuggeſts is this, I am in the 
Ve © Father, and the Father in me * :* and again, I and 
* maß © the Father are one +.* Hence we conclude, that the 
wolle glory of Jehovah, which Iſaiah beheld, was the glory 
KD of the Son of God , Jelus Chriſt, who is one with him, 
Bleſled by ſuch a perfect unity as we pretend not to illuſtrate. 
1 as i s glorious perion, we ſuppoſe, was he into whoſe 
which prefence the elders of Iſrael were admitted, when they 


far * law God, and did eat and drink f. This was the An- 
ce oe! of this Lord, who appeared to Moſes in the buſh 
ie light which burned, and was not conſumed j| ; Who ſpake 
axed ; to him at Mount Sinai; who was in the church in 
dne wildernets, whoſe glory was viiible from between 
emp cherubims §. This was the Lord whom Ifrael 


ind th 


. Vught; the Meſtenger of the covenant, in whom thev 
ugn 


13 hted, who ſuddenly came to his temple. The 
i name of Jehovah being here applied to Jeſus 
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thouſand of glorious attendants. It repreſents his in. 


truly glorious... It likewiſe denotes his judicial autho- 


of perfect caſe and tranquillity, in the management f 


and denotes the perpetuity of his dominion, which ſhall 
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Chriſt, authorizes us to make this obvious inference, 
That God ; is our Saviour, and that our Saviour i; 

God; and therefore able to fave to the uttermo{t, 

Sit; ing upon a throne, high and lifted up. A throne 

is the enſign of royalty, and the ſeat of m mayeſty, from 
whence princes diſplay their grandeur, receive the ad. 
dreſſes and petitions of their ſubjects, and ena lays 
tor their benefit and government. The throne here 
mentioned, is an emblem of his divine majeſty who 
was ſeated upon it, who is the Prince of the kings of 
the earth, by whom kings reign, and princes decree 
juſtice. It intimates his Toyal dignity, who is crown- 

ed with glory and honour, who hath a ſceptre of rigl. 
teouſneſs, a kingdom that all people, nations, and 
languages, ſhall ſerve, and ten thouſand times ten 


efable glory, who is the King and the Lord of glory, 
the glory ot heaven and earth, the glory of the church, 
whole works, whoſe law, liberty, and goſpel, are al 


rity, whoſe thront is fet for judgment; and who, at 
the very time in which the prophet had this vilien, 
ſat in judgment upon the inhabitants of Judea, and 
pronounced that ſentence which comprehended in 
it the moſt terrible calamities. The Lord was teen 
fitting upon the throne. "The expreſlicn is planly 
metaphorical, and hath an obvious reference to carti- 
ly monarchs, who are ſcated upon their thrones, 
This poſture repreſents the Moſt High in a {tate of 
grandeur and magnificence, highly exalted a 1bove all; 


all the concerns of his univerſal empire; of complete 
ſecurity, amidſt all the mac hinations of his enemies; 


never have an end. He ſits upon the throne of his 
glory, upholding all thin ngs by the word of his power 
ſending torth his miniſte rs to execute his pleafurt, 
ſubduing the people under him, giving gitte to bi 


! 
church, reitraining the fury of his enemies, and Ul! 
app: inting 
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pointing their hoſtile deſigns.———The throne upon 
which Jehovah appeared, was high and lifted up; ſig- 
nitying, that he who lat thereon, was elevated far 
above all might and dominion, and every name that 
is named in this world, or that which is to come. His 
kingdom ruleth over all. Inanimate creation is obe- 
dient to his command: to devils, and wicked men, 
he ſets reſtraining bounds: angels who excel in 
ſtrength, do his commandments : "his faithful ſubjects 
among men, a multitude which no man can number, 
lhe governs, enriches, and preſerves, in the enjoyment 
of the moſt glorious prerogatives. With humility 
and reverence we bow before thy eternal throne, and 
give thee homage, rejoicing that thou the Lord God 
peniipatemt reigneſt; and in our ſafety and felicity, 
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s in. under thy mild adminiſtration, who waits to be re 
ory, Nious, v. ho art ready to ſupply us with ſtrength, 

rch, wide us with counſel, to protect us by thy omnipo- 
e all ent arm, aud to grant us inheritance among thy ſaints 
tho— in light. 

), at And his train filled the temple. Heavenly 0 objects 
lon, Nc o ineffably grand, that, in our preſent, imperfect, 
and Wiccble ſtate, we can at moſt underitand them but very 
d in 3 They mult therefore be preſented to 
{een Nicw in a light i in which we are capable to apprehend 
ainly them, and be deicribed in a manner ſuited to our li- 
arth-alted cabaeities. Of this we have an inſtance in the 
ones. Nerds before us. The train here mentioned, J ſuppoſe, 
te of Mentted not in the retinue, or numerous attendants, 
> all; de furrounded the throne of God, but in ſomewhat 
nt of mbling a looſe, flowing garment, aftording an em- 
plete lem Of the divine perfeQtions, ol the conſummate dig- 
mies; ür. and ſupreme majeſty of Jehovah. The ideas of 
; (hall BR picience and glory of God, couveyed by this vi. 
„F his en, are borrowed from royal majeſty, as diſplayed 
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Eastern monarchs, and refer to ſenſible im: iges well- 
n to thoſe who were acquainted with the temple 


Lid, 2 8 15 exerciſe of the divine government, the 
arc 0: holts ditplays ſupreme author; ty, frreſiſtible 
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power, immaculate purity, conſummate goodneſs, un. 
tainted righteouſneſs, exquiſite wiſdom, incompar: 
magnificence, and boundleſs grace. Like a beautify! 
train, which adds dignity and ſplendour to the per. 
ſon who wears it, theſe give luitre, brilliancy, and 
glory, to the divine adminiſtration, and ought ever 
to excite our admirat ion and reverence. Similar fizy. 
rative repreſentations of the Almighty often occur 
in the holy ſcriptures; of which you may ſee an in. 
ſtance, Pla. xciii. 1. where the royal pfalmiſt thus 
ipeaks, when deſcribing the majeſty, power, and hol. 
neſs of God's kingdom : The Lord reigneth, he i; 
* clothed with m:jeity, the Lord is clothed with 


This train filled the temple. There are three 
temples wherein God is ſaid in ſcripture to reſide; 
his dwelling place in heaven, the temple at Jeruſalem, 
and the humble heart. The firſt of theſe, which 1s 
always filled with the preſence and glory of Jehovah, 
does not ſeem to be the temple of which our prophet 
ſpeaks. As to the temple of Jeruſalem, you know, it 
was exceeding magnificent, contrived by infinite wil 
dom, which formed the plan; in executing of which, 
above one hundred and fifty-three thouſand workmen 
were employed for ſeveral years; and therein were 
performed the molt ſolemn exerciſes of divine worllup 
inſtituted among the poſterity of Iſrael. It is dignt- 
fied in ſcripture with various honourable deſcriptons;| 
ſuch as, © the houſe of the Lord“, the holy and beautiful 
* houſe +, the place in which God put his name}, the 
reſting- place of Jehovah ||, the temple of the Lord. 
Such was the glory of this wonderful ſtructure, that 
the fame thereof reached unto all countries. In the 
place calied the holy of holics, contained within this 
houſe, did the God of Ifrael graciouſly vouchiate 
manifeſt himſelf, in a peculiar manner, to the Wal 


Decl. v1: + Iſaian Ixiv. 11. 3 Kings v1. 5 
2 Chron. vi. 41. Jer. vii. 4. 
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prieſt, who went in thither once in the year. This 
temple, in our prophet's view, was filled with the 
tran of Jehovah.——This temple of God, honoured 
with his preſence and worſhip, afforded an inſtruc. 
tire type and repreſentation of the church of Jeſus 
Chriſt, favoured with his preſence, in which the 
facred inſtitutions of divine worſhip are obſerved. 
Hence, like tae temple of old, it is called the houſe 
of God; and Chriſtians, of which it is conſtituted, 
are ſaid to be the temple of the living God. If then 
you conſider the temple here mentioned, in its fig u- 
rative ſene, the prophet had a viſion of the king- 
dom of the Son of God, under the New Teſtament, 
which was to be filled with his glory. Under the 
former diſ»enſation, the preſence of God was con- 
lined to the temple at Jeruſalem, where he reſided in 
a ſpecial manner, and received the homage of his 
people; whereas now, under the goſpel, the temple of 
the Moſt High is greatly enlarged, and God hath his ha- 
bitation in all places in which his ſaints reſide, and his 
name is recorded. The beautiful train of his divine 
excellencies filleth every humble heart, and eve 

worſhipping aſſembly, throughout his widely extended 
empire. This was the grand object, I ſuppole, which 
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1 were "ng . . 
151 tans then, who are the temple of God, highly prize, 
cen and carneſtly ſeek to enjoy, the comfortable preſence 
Kh of ſchovah. For this purpoſe, be ſolicitous to have 
a. four hearts adorned with every divine grace, that 


e f, the they may be fit habitations for God, through the Spi- 
ple nt; and take heed that you dehile not the temple of 
5 Cod, which is holy. 
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1 1 2 Above it ſtood the ſeraphims: each one 
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fe had fix wings; with twain he covered his face, 


ad with twain he covered his teet, and with 


twain he did fly. 
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vants the prophets, though there was conſiderable yz. 
riety in the appearances which they contemplated. Mi. 
caiah, the fon of Imlah, © faw the Lord ſitting on hi 
© throne, and all the holt of heaven ſtanding by hin, 
on his right hand and on his left “.“ Daniel hehelg 
the © Ancient of days fitting on his throne, which waz 
like the fiery flame. — Thouſand thouſands mini. 
ſtered unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thou. 
* ſand ſtood before him f.“ Our prophet ſays, that 
in his view, above the throne ſtood the feraphims, G 
In theſe words, he deſcribes the attendants of [cho. 
vah : he acquaints us with their name, their {tation, | 
their poſture, their figure, and employment.——Their 
name is /eraphim, which is derived from a Hebrey 
word that ſignifies 7o burn; and intimates, that the ce- 
leſtial ſpirits, who attend the throne of God, are crez 
tures remarkable for the excellency and ſimplicity of | 
their nature, their untainted purity, their ardent zeal 
for the glory of God, their vivacity and activity in exe. 
cuting the commands of Jehovah. Hence the royal 
plalmilt celebrates the prailes of God, who maketh hi 
angels ſpirits: his miniſters a flame of fire f,— 
Theſe ſeraphims, in our prophet's view, to whom thep 
appeared in an elevated ſtation, ſeemed to be above 
the throne; not ſurely upon the top of it, as orn. 
ments, but behind it, exalted above its level, after the 
manner of thoſe who are in waiting upon kings and 
Princes. Theſe living creatures appeared in a ſtand: 
ing poſture, highly proper for the ſervants of the mot 
high God, who are in continual readineſs to execute 
the orders of their great Lord, for the benefit of l 
church. With refpc& to their figure, each one hat 
{ix wings. We preſuine not to pry into the nature d 
angels, nor to aſſign the reaſons why they have 2 
peared to men in ſuch and fuch forms. Their na 
ture, and the forms which they have occaſionally s 
ſumed, far tranſcend our limited capacities, which d 


1 Kings xxii. 19. + Daniel vii. 9, 10. 4 Paal. cir. 
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inadequate to the comprehenſion of the ſmalleſt in- 
ſet; and therefore it becomes us to ſpeak of ſera- 
phims with great modeſty and difidence. Theſe here 
mentioned, probably reſembled, in ſome reſpects, thoſe 
Wien were teen by the prophet Ezekiel, which he thus 

deſcribes : * They had the likeneſs of a man. And 
* every one had four faces, and every one had four 
wings. As for the likeneſs of the living creatures, 
« their appearance was like burning coals of fire, and 
like the appearance of lamps *.* The cherubims 
which were anciently in the temple, had only two 
wings; thoſe whom Ezekiel ſaw, had four; whereas 
the ſeraphims ſeen by Iſaiah, had fix wings. The dif- 
terent purpoſes for which they were uſed are mention- 
ed in the following wor ds: 

With twain he covered his face ; thus expreſſing his 
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Cxca- 
ity af profound reverence, and becoming modeſty, in the di- 
eil ine preſence. We can hardly approach thoſe who 
— ire greatly our ſuperiors but with down, caſt eyes, in- 
royal Wi timating the conſcioufneſs we feel of their pre- 
ach his Wiſin ence, and our profound reſpect for their excel- 
ec and digniry. We cannot look at the ſun, when 
m they lining with meridian ſplendour, but we are obliged 
above cover our eyes with our hands. Such is the infi— 
orn2-WWite glory of the eternal Jehovah, that celeſtial ſpirits, 
ter e und his throne, appeared to our prophet, covering 
irs and their faces with their wings. Light inacceſſible, and 
i ſands ul! of glory, 1 in which God reſides, was too ſtrong for 
je mol * dircctiy to contemplate. This circumitance in- 
ecute te us, that all our approaches to God ought to be 
of 0" panic d with creat reverence and humility, deep- 
ye had enſible not only of the infinite diſtance there is be- 
ture een Cod and us, as he is the Creator, and we the 
ave e reatures of his power, but ſtrongly affected with the 
cir M more awful Aa er 13 betwer -n him and us, 


k he is the moſt ! holy God, and we ſinful duſt and 
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language, the feet ſometimes denotes all the lower 
parts ot the body, which decency requires to be coy. 
ccaled. In eaitern countries, thele were generally co. 
vered by tae long garments which they were aecuſtom. 
ed to wear: hence it may have been thought want gf 
reſpect, to appear in public, on folemn occaſions, with 
the feet uncovered. In reference to this opinion, 
which was probably adopted by our prophet and his | 
countrymen, the ſeraphims which he beheld, teſtified 
their profound reverence and humility in the divine 
preſence, by covering their feet. This inculcates upon 
us the fame” important leſſon with the former article. — 
And with twain he did ſiy, to execute with the utmoſt 
ſpeed the commands he received from his highel 
Lord. You reckon that a bullet ſhot from a muſket 
tes with great velocity; and no doubt it does, for, 
according to ſome calculations, did it continue in the 
fame rapid motion with which it flies off, it would go 
one hundred and eighty. miles in the hour. Celeſtial 
ſpirits move with incomparably greater velocity, in 
perfor ming the ſervices aſſigned them. Of this you 
may be ſenſible, by conſidering che immenſe diſtance 
between the throne of God in the higheſt heavens, 
and this earth, where they are often employed in mi. 
niſtering to the heirs of ſalvation. This circumltanc 
ought to animate us to perform every part of the fer. 
vice of God with alacrity and diſpatch, that, in ti 

well as other reſpects, our obedience may in jome 
his reſemble the obedience of the angels in her 
ven. After the example of David, let us make halt 
and not deiay to keep all the commandment of God, 


3 And one cried unto another, and |! ſaid, Holy 
oY iy, holy 7s the Lord of hoſts, the whole ea 


d/ 


87 of his glory. 


Theſe words farther deſcribe the employment 0 
he leraphins.—— We e Prete! nc. not to explain in wil 
manner, thele heavenly intelligences communica 
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their ſentiments to one another. According to our 
prophet's deſcription, they were engaged in celebrat- 
ing, with loud exclamations, the praiſes of Jehovah. 


= In this ſublime exerciſe, they ſeemed to him to form a 
* ſound in the air, which reached his ears; or fome- 
vit 


what reſembling it, which affected his imagination. 
To this delightful work they were ſummoned by the 
n/pired royal pſalmiſt, and called upon to lift up their 
voices, and ſing, together with the whole creation, a 
hrmm of thanklgrving to his honour, wito is the praiſe 
of al! his ſaints: © Praiſe the Lord from the heavens : 
* praiie him 'n the heights : praiſe ye him, all his an- 
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most gels: praiſe ye him, all his hoſts *.“ To this call 
gael they yield the moſt cheerful obedience; an inftance 
ike: of which is recorded, Luke ii. 3, 14. where we read, 
? tot, That fuddenly there was with the angel (who pub- 
= { lihed the nativity of our Saviour) a multitude of 
en | the heavenly hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory 
6 1 to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, good- 
$a will towards men.“ In this heavenly employment 
18 you 


they are repreſented by the apoſtle John, Rev. v. 
11, 12. © who beheld, and heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne—ſaying with a loud 
voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to re- 
ceive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
and honour, and glory, and bletiing.* This plea- 
at work they perform with the greateſt unanimity 
nd ardour, as is plainly intimated in the expreflion 
nder conſideration ; where the ſhort hymn mention- 
«by Tfatah, is ſaid to have been ſung by the ſera- 
ums, divided into two choirs, who alternately per- 
ned their parts, the one *nging reſponſively to the 
ner, | 

ly, holy, holy is the Lord of hoſts. The holineſs of 
„ confiſts in the fupreme excellence, and perfect 
Mmde of his divine nature; in conſequence of 


ict, he is infinitely removed from all manner of 
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impurity, and always acts ute with his gl. 
rious attributes. With re ſpect to himſelf, all Bis coun. 
tels, diſpenſations, and commands, admirably corre. 
ſpond to his confummate excellencies : in his whole 
character, and in all his actions, there is not the ſmal. 
eſt ſpot, or the leaſt impropriety. He cannot do gi 
through ignorance, becaulc his knowledge is perfect; 
nor through weaknels, for his power is almighty; 
nor chrougl h malice, becauſe his rectitude is complete 
neither can he deceive, commit injuſtice, or do that 
which is crucl, becauſe he approves, and loves what 
is true, upright, and righteous. Withgregard to li; 
creatures, the righteous Lord loveth riehteouſnek: 
his countenance doth behold the upright ; he requ!:. 


eth what is holy, juſt, and good; and difcovers the al 
greatelt averhon to all fin, and the higheſt deteſt ation It: 
of it. He is of purer eyes than to behold evil, aud jel 
* cannot look on iniquity “. *. This holineſs of Gol ir: 
is ſtrongly expreſſed in every precept of his pertec tie 
law, which was at firſt engraven upon the heart ct tio! 
man; which, with awful lolemnity, he publiſhed to by 
lrael from Mount Sinai; and is briefly comprchend: ! tec 
ed in theſe words, © Be ye holy, for I the Lord vourgi rail 
< God am holv+.* It is frequently manifeſted in te lade 
diſpenſations of his providence, whereby he condenm Teh 
all unrighteouſneſs and fin, and puniſhes the guily rect 
with terrible judgments; among which, none arc mc In Lats 
to be dreaded, than that ſpiritual blindneſs and hau hic 
neſs of heart, mentioned i in the gth and 10th veries oF e 
this chapter. In a ſpecial manner is the divine puri iſ ber 
illuſtriouſty ditplayed, in the way whereby guily (08 mit: 
ners are reſtored to the enjoyment of the Favour d it ich 
God, and eternal falvaticn, through the med1ation 0 re, 
Merci 


his own Son; whom he ſet forth to be the pr 3pitl 
tion for ſin, that he might be juſt and holy, as uch 
as merciful, in juſtifying | and ſaving them that bela 
in Jeſus, In this manner the Lord "God demlutlratd 
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the infinite holineſs of his nature: he makes known 
to men what he loves, and what he hates; what he 
lows, and what he diſapproves; what is well-pleaſing 
0 him, and what is offenſive. In few words, the ho- 
linels of Ichovah is manifeſt in heaven, in earth, and 
nel; in the exercile of hi, juſtice, in the diſtribution 
of his grace, and the communication of his glory; in 
the difpeniations of hi 3 providence, i in the precepts of 
his l e, and the doftrines ot his gotpel, which con- 
tun che brighteſt maniteſtation of divine purity and 
rig -hicouſneſs that the world ever benheld. 

This hol nels is thrice aſcribed, by the ſcraphims, 
to the Lord of hoſts. This repetition may intimate, 
that the purity of Jehovah is infinite and ineffable, 
and ot everlaſting es. ; that he is holy in his 
nature, in his word, and in his works; that in him- 
felt he 18 perfectly holy; that all holineſs is derived 
from him; and that he ought to be ſerved in the beau- 
tics of holineſs. It may allo expreſs the high admira- 
tion in which the holineſs here celebrated, was held 
by the adoring ſeraphims ; and the ardour of their af- 
ſection, when employed in this ſublime exerciſe. Or 
rather, this rehearſal, as ſome have ſuppoſed, may al- 
lude to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, one 
lſehovah, whoſe ſupreme excellence, and conſununate 
ectitude, are here aflerted by celeſtial worſhippers. 
ins laſt remark accords with the voice of the Lord, 
which faith in the 8th verſe, * Whom ſhall I fend, and 
no will go for us,” where no more than one divine 
perſon 1 18 introduced making this inquiry. Be ve 
imitators of God, then, as dear children Diligently 
indy a growing confor mity to the holineis of his na- 
ture, and the purity of his law and goſpel. Be ye 


Father in heaven, that as the inviſible things of God, 
een his eternal power and Godhead, are cle carly ſeen 
things which are made, ſo the other invitbie things 
of God, even his cverlaſting holineſs and purity, may 
by hen 1 your good conduct, and holy be häviour, 
| on 


merciful, juſt, faithful, patient, and perfect as your 
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\ 

on account of which others may be induced to gh. 8 
rify him in your behalf. i 
The whole earth is full of his glory. The Hebrey if 
words may be rendered, the frlneſs of the carth is bis Ce 
glory; and in their literal, and molt obvious ſenſe, are ge 
certainly true. Ever ſince the earth was formed, it , tic 
hath been full of the glory of its great Creator ; whoſe to 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs, are therein nobly dil. We 
played ; with whoſe mercy and loving- kindneſs it i; th! 
richly repleniſhed; and whole praiſes, therefore, ought lt 
to be continually celebrated. In this hymn of praife, m. 
however, the ſeraphims ſeem to refer to one peculiar fac 
manifeſtation of the divine glory afforded to the (all 
kingdom of the Son of God, of which Kaiah was now eve 
favoured with a prophet:c vikon; When God gave ma 
his law, which was glorious, from Mount Sinai,! I (101 
was delivered only to one favourite people, the poſte. tho 
rity of Iſrael. He ſhewed his word unto Jacob, his mal 
« ſtatutes and his judgments unto Ifrael *,” "Lhe glo- Lor 
ry of the Lord thereby diſplayed. was co find within er 
the narrow limits of the land of Canaan. The Moſt the 
High reſerved the more grand and exteniive mani. the” 
feſtation of his glory, to Beaurify and enrich the king ene 
dom of his Son ſeſus Chriſt, after he had rejected the Wl *'* 
Jews on account of their rejecting him. To the par. with 
don which he granted the lirachtes, at the entreaty of dull 
his ſervant Moles, he ſubjoined this ſolemn declara- rac 
tion; As truly as J live, all the earth ſhall be filled . 
« with the glory of the Lord .“ In the words heforc 8 , 
us, the celeſtial werfhippers announce the fulfilment , 
of this divine prediction; and on that account cele- made 
brate the praiſes of Jehovah, anticipating, in their | "wh 
adorations, this certain and moſt joyful event. Dj op 
the whole earth, then, may be meant all the nations 0h 
and kingdoms of this w orld, the inhabitants of all the E” 
various tracts of this ear th, and the ſeveral quartets - 
into which it 18 divided, wherein the kingdom of th: * 
FE 

be la 


* Plal, exlvii. 19. * Numb. xiv. 21. 
| Soi! 
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gon of God is erected; The kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt 
is ul of the glory of Jehovah, in which it ſhines with 
the molt retulgent ſplendour, confounding the impla- 
cable enemies of mens ſalvation, bailing their ſtrata- 
gems, and counteracting their efforts for our deſtruc- 
tion: — conducting them by the moſt unlikely means 
to the end he bati in view; leading them through 
weakneſs and reproach, tempration and affliction, 
through innumerable difficulties, and death itſelf, to 
life, ery, honour, and eternal telicity :—render- 
ing pertectly coniiſtent, neceſſity and contingency, 
tic freedom of ſecond cauſes, and the infallible cer- 
tainty of divine purpoſes :—etleCtuating the greateſt 
events by the feebleſt inſtruments, that all the glory 
ma redound to himſelf :—making the ſame diſpenſa- 
tions produce the moſt oppolite effects, and by a 
thouſand other ways I {tay not to mention.———In this 
manner, the earth was filled with the glory of the 
Lord: all the divine perfections were manifeſted and 
exalted after the exaltation of Jeſus Chriſt, through 
the miniſtry of the goſpel which was publiſhed over 
the whole known world, confirmed by the moſt ſtu- 
pendous miracles, accompanied with the plentiful ef- 
lon of the Holy Spirit, and every where attended 
vith the moſt glorious effects. In another view, this 
truth was allo remarkably verified, when the land of 
fract was fmitten with a curſe, and the miſerable 


the world; and the glory of the Lord, manifeiled in 
the righteous judgments inflicted upon them, was 


Nt Y . * . 

„ nde known to all nations. And hereafter it ſhall be 
ir WOT ore cninenthy accompliſhed, when all the kingdoms 
>. et the earth ſhall become the kingdoms of our Lord, 


ad his Chriſt, Let us, my brethren, unite our 
paties with thoſe of celeſtial ſpirits, unto that God 
ho hath filled the earth with his glory, and often 
Dake the theme of their adorations the ſubject of our 
myers ; neartily joining With teraphs and ſaints, in 
he laik lupplication of the man accoriing to God's 
OWn 


remnant of that devoted people were ſcattered through 
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own heart, Let the whole earth be filled with his 
lf © glory. Amen, and amen *.* To theſe let us ad{ 
| | our utmoſt efforts, in bringing to paſs what we de. 
| 


— en AA 
— (— ” 


— — 


r 
— — 


voutly wiſh his almighty hand may ſpeedily execute, 


4 And the poits of the door moved at the 
voice of him that cried, and the houſe was hiled 
with ſmoke. 


In this verſe, the prophet deſcribes the powerful ef 
fects which followed the voice which he heard, and 
the glory which he beheld. The whole ſcenery of 
this viſion is taken from the temple. God is repre- 
ſented as ſeated on his throne above the ark, in the 
moſt holy place, ſurrounded by his miniſters, employ- 
ed in celebrating his praiſes. 'The vail ſeparating the 
moſt holy place from the outer part of the temple, is be 
ſuppoſed to be removed; and the prophet, to whom pan 
the whole is exhibited, ſeems to have been placed be. is 
ſide the altar of burnt-offering, at the entrance of the Noce. 
temple, which was filled with the divine glory. From WW p: 
this ſtation, he ſaw the whole viſion which he re 
lates; and, on this occafion, he particularly obſerved 
the poſts of the door moving at the voice of him that 
cried. The voice of the ſeraphims at this time was lo 
loud and melodious, and the power of their heaveniy 
muſic was ſo great, when extolling the holinets ans 
glory of Jehovah, that the poſts, with the lintel of the 
door of the temple, ſeemed to tremble, to be fhake 

in the place where they ſtood, or loofed from thel 
108 place. This was a very ſurpriſing effect; for the 
if * poſts were ſo large and ſtrong, that they ſupporte 


Now : 
temp! 
eth b 


7. 
417. 


it j 1 4 8 8 , f 4 

Io! | gates of braſs, which are ſaid to have required cn lFome: 
. men to fhut them, on account of their pro1910 he 1 
17 GL . ra vn * $ . 50 af write „ N 
10 weight. This part of the viſion might prefigure . ment; 
(hh removal of theſe pillars, and the deftruction of 9 

Me - . | „tu abe 

j jl temple by the Romans, wich was the beauty ol fl 

"h 0 | | | | 
Wil | * Pal. xi: 19. 5 
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ſewith Ae the place of their divine worſhip, and 
conſequently the abolition of the whole Old-Teſtament 
xconomy. Joſephus records the following circum- 
ſtance, which, he ſays, happened at the deſtruction of 
the temple: Cæſar, ſeeing that he could not reſtrain the 
fury of the ſoldiers, and that the fire which had been 
thrown into the temple increaſed, entered with his 
nobles, the flame not having yet pierced into the in- 
ner part of the temple, and entreated the ſoldiers to 
extinguiſh the fire. Notwithſtanding, a certain ſol- 
dier fred the poſts of the doors; and preſently the 
fame appearing within, Cæſar, and the captains, de- 
parted *®, Viewing the temple which our prophet be- 
held in viſion, as a type of the church of Jeſus Chriſt, 

in which God manifeſts his glory, the moving of the 
po ts, may ſignify the powerful effects which were to 
be produced by the gractous pretznce of God accom- 
panying his worſhip, particularly the celebration of 
his praiſes. To this purpoſe two remarkable inſtances 


VER. 4. 


a—_———— 


occur in the New Teſtament : After the apoſtles had 
on e prayed, the place was ſhaken where they were aſ- 
re. bembled together; and they were all filled with the 


„Holy Ghoſt, and they ſpake the word of God with 
' boldneſs +: When Paul and Silas prayed, and ſang 
| pratles unto God, ſuddenly there was a great earth- 
' quake, fo that the foundations of the priſon were 
ſhaken 5 and immediately all the doors were opened. 
and e every one's bonds were loofed }. Jehovah 
ow rehdes in the Chriſtian church as he did in the 
tmple of old; therefore let the people tremble: he ſit- 
th between the cherubims ; let the earth be moved. 
And the houſe «was fi led ith ſmoke. Smoke is 
lometimes mentioned in ſcripture as an emblem of 
Ihe wrath of almighty God, and the terrible judg- 
ments with which it is 1 In this ſenſe it muſt 
de underſtood in the ſong which David ſpake to the 
Lid. in the day the Lord delive ered him from the 


alc 0 | . i 1 ; . — 
loſeph, book vii. chap. x. + Az Iv. 31, .{ ActsxV1. 2 26. 
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the air, 10 hs anger of Jehovah, and the awful cala. 


occaſions ſmoke. By that awful judgment, the mot 


ſtubborn and rebellious people, who were ſeized with 
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hands of all his enemies: There went up a ſmok; 
* out of his noſtrils, and fire out of his mouth de. 
© Foured *.”:: As ſmoke hurts the eyes, and darken 


mities which proceed from it, often blinds the eyes of 
mens minds, and ſpreads wound them the darkne; 
of error and prejudice, as is exemplified in the follow: 
ing part of this chapter. It we ſuppoſe, with ſome 
commentators, that the ſmoke of which Iſaiah {peaks 
was ſignificant of the juſt diſpleaſure of God, and it 
direful effects, then it preſaged, with the other cir. 
cumſtance mentioned, the deſtruction of the Jewill 
temple, which was accompliſhed by fire, that alway 


high God revealed his wrath from heaven againſt a 


altoniſhment and terror, when they faw their temple 
on fire, whilit they remained in a ſtate of fpiritual 
blindneis and ſtupidity. Smoke is alſo ſometimes 
mentioned as a ſymbol of the glorious preſence and 
divine majelty of God: Mount Sinai was altogether 
on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcended upon it in 
* fire: and the ſmoke thereof aſcended as the make 


Let 
hou 
Hell 
700. 
le u 


with. 


of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. awed 
The apoſtle John affirms, © That the temple which hep! 
© beheld was filled with ſmoke from the glory of God, bur. 
and from his power; and no man was able to enter eg 
into the temple f.“ As fire is uſed figurative, ottle 
denote the perfect purity, the conſtant activity, audholt 


bo 
NUT! 
ch as 


ineſtable glory of the Lord, who appeared to Ml les 
in a flame of fire ||, and ſpake out of the midſt ot ff 
to the Iſraelites 5; fo a cloud or ſmoke, which is the 
eſtect and evidence of fire, is ſpoken of as an emblem 


of the divine preſence . If, with other expoſitor 5 0 
we think, that the ſmoke which the prophet behed 1g... 


the 
Yes h; 


viſion, Was an em blein not of wrath, but of the gil 


* 2 255 ** y 
fal. xvi * + Exod, xix. 18. | Kev. $\-6 
To Hos * + 5 Pa | Tings. vil. 10 
15 xd. 1 3 Deut. IV, 33. vil L FRY LITRES 4 4 Gen 


AC” 17 
[4 


Vir. 5. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 349 


cious preſence of God, then it prefigured the high 
pririlege which the church of Jefus Chriſt, under 
the New Teſtament, was to enjoy, of being filled 
with the glory of the Lord. This renders ord1- 
rances of divine inſtitution defirable and pleaſant, 

and makes them effectual for accompliſhing the moſt. 
alutary purpoſes: it affords direction and protection, 
fvength and conſolation, and every bleſſing neceſſary 
to fe 4icitate the ſervants of God. It is tb the 
object of their moſt ardent deſires; it is highly prized 
; their peculiar prerogative, and gr atcfully acknow- 


991 

hi id: ed as the ſource of ali their felicity and joy. In 
1 enjoyment of this very deſirable bleſſing, they 
opt the words of the patriarch Jacob at Bethel, 


* This is the houſe of God, this is the gate of hens 


hren: they join with David, laying, One day in 
de courts is better than a thoufand! +; and with the 
al Wilciples on the mount, where their wer Was trau 


boured, * It is good for us to be her Let us 
hen lilicently ſeek to enjoy the 8 prelence of 
od, which, according to this lait interpretation of 
he words, was repreſented by the houle being filled 
mth ſmoke. To this important duty, we are encou- 

aged by the happy iuccels which hath attended the 
applications of the ſaints for this diſtinguiſhing fa— 
our, When King Solomon had ended his prayer, 

he glory of the "Lord filled the houſe: after the 
poitles had prayed, they were all filled with the Holy 
bolt. You are not to expect ſuch viſible external 
mbols of the divine preſence as were granted to theſe 
xTaordinary perſons, though you may hope to enjoy 
ch as are as latisfy ing, as comforting, and as uletul. 

5 © hen ſaid I, Wo 7s me, for I am undone, 
eaſe 1 am à man of unclean lips, and 1 dwell 
the midſt of a people of unclean lips: for mine 


Yes have lcen the King, the Lok p of hoſts. 


Ger, xa, 19. + Pal, Ixxaiv, 10. f Matth. xvii 4. 
Lam. 
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1 am now to treat of the ſecond part of this viſion, 


in: 
which contains the ſolemn deſignation of Ifaiah to the As 
performance of a very important part of his prophet. wh 
cal office, to which God had appointed him. The ſo 
firſt thing which occurs, and is here ſtrongly expreſ. ned 
ed, is the coniternation and dread which the prophet vie 
felt, ariſing from a conſciouineſs of his unworthineſ, ſen 
and impurity, which he humbly acknowledges. Very diff 
great muſt have been the perturbation of his mind tem 
when he uttered theſe words, Wo is me ; which ex. ſent 
preſs vehement grief and fear, ſorrow for his untitac!s on 
to join the ſeraphims in adoring the moſt holy and if e 
glorious Lord, and fear ariſing from the manijeſtz- ſent 
tions of divine majeſty and glory which he contem- ſect? 
plated. I am undone ; I am cut off; I am nothing, tion 
and of no account. I am ſo aſtoniſhed, that I cannot who 
ſpeak; my {trength is gone, my tongue faulters, my vine 


lips quiver, and my heart faints. A diſcovery of the your 


majeſty, purity, and glory of God, never fails to ex- wort 
cite in thoſe who enjoy it, a deep ſenſe of their un. the g 
worthineſs and pollution, and to fill their minds with and 
dread and aſtoniſhment. Of this many inſtances are heart 
recorded in ſcripture. When the Lord appeared to his g 
Moſes in the burning buſh, it is written, * Moſes hid he th; 
© his face, for he was afraid to look upon God*. = "Bo 
When upright Job acknowledged unto God, Now ledpr 
mine eye leeth thee,* he immediately adds, Where- We; 
fore I abhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhesf. with 
At the time Daniel, a man greatly beloved, was i woul, 
youred with a glorious viſion, © he was greatly aſtonuſh- racter 
« ed, his ſorrows were turned upon him, and he f- more 
« tained no ſtrength, neither was any breath Jett in with 
* him .“ When Jeſus Chriſt manifeſted his glory, being 
by working a miracle, Simon Peter fell down at Je 1oned 
* ſus? knees, ſaying, Depart from me, for | am a Is proph. 
ful man, O Lordi: and the apoſtle John, behold. ed wit 
ates 


* Exod. 111. 6. ＋ Job xlli. 55 6. t Daniel . 8. 16, 17. 
„ Luke v. 8. . 


ing 


Fre. z. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 351 


ing leſus Chriſt in his glory, fell at his feet as dead *. 


4s the deformity of any object ſeems always greateſt, | 


when brought into compariſon with perfect beauty, 
ſo the fintulneſs and impurity of men mult ever ap- 
pear in the ſtrongeſt light, when they enjoy clear 
riews of the holineſs of God, and his intimate pre- 


ſence with them. A proper ſenſe of this diſcovery 


diſpoſes to exclaim, Wo is me, | am undone. The 
temper of mind emphatically expreſſed in this abrupt 
ſentence, is highly becoming the moſt eminent ſaints 
on earth, when contemplating the glory of the Lord. 
if exalted ſpirits around the throne of God, as repre- 
{ent-d in this viſion, are deeply penetrated with an af- 
ſecting ſenie of the divine glory, what deep humilia- 
tion, and ſelflabaſement, is ſuitable to guilty creatures, 
«ho have rendered themſelves the juſt objects of di- 
vine difpicaſure ; and who ought to confider every fa- 
your from God, are as a diſplay of goodneſs to the 
worthy, or of bounty to the indigent, but of mercy to 
the guilty, who have undone themſelves! The majeſty 
and the mercy of God ought deeply to penetrate our 
hearts, whilit we contemplate the manifeſtations of 
his glory. Ihe prophet ſubjoins three realons way 
he thus exclaimed. 

Becauſe T am a man of unclean lips, This acknow- 
ledgment requires to be explained with great caution. 
We are not to imagine, that Iſaiah charged himſelf 
| vith any habitual impurity in his converſation, which 
would have been perfectly inconſiſtent with his cha- 
racter as a holy man of God, who ſpake as he was 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and was highly honoured 
with fngular marks of divine favour. - The lips, 
being the chief inſtrument of ſpeech, are here men- 
tioned, | luppoſe, to denote ſpeech itſelf, which the 
prop het conteiles to have been impure, when contraſt- 
© with the holy adorations of the ſcraphims. He he- 
itates not to own, that, though ſanctified! in part, and 


ö * Rev. i. 17. 
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devoted without reſerve to the ſervice of God, there 
was {till to be found in him much remaining impuri. 
ty, which diſcovered itſelf by his lips. He humbly 
acknowledgeth, that he was not a perfect man, that 
never offended in word, or ſpake unadviſedly with his 
mouth. The firſt views of the enlightened mind are 
commonly fixed upon the enormities of the life; 
whereas, after theſe are in ſome meaſure ſubdued, new 
diſcoveries of the glory of God bring to light the ſe. 
cret corruptions of the heart, which pollute the con- 
verſation, and produce ſuch affecting complaints as 
that now before us. The prophet, admitted to con- 
template the glory of Jehovah, fully ſenſible of his 
comparative impurity, laments the fins of his lips, 
which proceeded from the remaining corruptions of 
his heart; with which he was deeply impreſſed, as un. 
fitting him for joining the heavenly hoſts in their 
praiies, and performing aright the important ſervices 
to which he was called. If this great prophet, this 
eminently good man, was thus diſtreſſed with his im- 
purity, what heart-affecting views ought we to have 
of our pollution before God, ariſing from our oppoſi- 
tion to his holy nature, and perfect law, notwithſtand- 
ing the external diſplays afforded us of his infinite 
glory, his conſummate rectitude, and unparallelcd 
grace! The more we reflect upon our conduct, and 
compare it with the ſtandards of complete excellence, 
we ſhall ſee the greater reaſon to abhor ourlelves, and 
repent in duſt and aſhes. | 

And I dicell in the midft of a people of unclear 
/ips. The men of Judah doubtleſs juitly merited the 
character which Iſaiah here gives them. Recollect 
what you have already heard reſpecting their charac- 
ter, from the foregoing chapters of this prophecy, and 
you will readily acknowledge the juſtice of what b 
here affirmed. They were a people of impure hearts, 
whole hands were defiled with blood, and with bribes; 
whoſe princes were companions of thieves, and lover» 


of gifts, and oppreſſors of the fatherleſs and * vi. 
(19V:: 


ry, 
tun 
whe 
his! 
pare 
clear 
ol 111 
with 
ing i 
who 
conf, 
amon 
Dani; 
The | 
engro 
praiſe 
great] 
bearti 
wicke 
multip 
the Pr 
bare 
from ei 
this C0! 
YOu we 
Cited tc 
CONCerr 
long, 
ty, let 
pany, V 
Upon us 


dow. Avarice and ambition, pride and injuſtice, 
luxury and intemperance, with a perverſe contempt of 
the great and everlaſting diſtinction between good and 
evil, were ſome of the prevailing iniquities which ren- 
dered them highly worthy of this deſcription. They 
were become altogether corrupt, and their doings 
were againſt the Lord, to provoke the eyes of his glo- 
ry. There were indeed among them, even at this 
tine, a remnant according to the election of grace, 
whom God reſerved to himſelf, and conſecrated to 
his ſervice : theſe, however, were but few, when com- 
pared with the bulk of the nation, who were not 
cleanſed from their filthineſs. The acknowledgment 
of his living among wicked people, the prophet unites 
wich the confeſſion of his own impurity, as contribut- 
ing in part to unfit him for the ſacred ſervices of God, 
who is holy, The ſervants of the Moſt High always 
conſider themſelves intimately connected with thoſe 
among whom they dwell ; of which David, Ezra, 
Daniel, and many others, are inſtructive examples. 
The proſperity of the nation to which they belong, 
engroſſes a conſiderable ſhare in their prayers and 
praiſes: in its adverſity, they are deeply affected, and 
greatly depreſſed. At the increaſe of the godly, they 
heartily rejoice : when iniquity abounds, and the 
wicked are exalted, their ſorrows and confeſſions are 
multiplied ; they humbly acknowledge before God, 
the prevalence of ſin, and the pollution they may 
have thereby contracted, which diſcourages them 
rom engaging in holy and difficult ſervices. From 
this confeflion, let us learn two uſeſul leſſons, which 
you would do well to derive from it. Let us be ex- 
cited to the exerciſe of public ſpirit, and a generous 
concern tor the welfare of the ſociety to which we be- 
0g. denfible that we are eaſily tainted with impu- 
ity, kt us cautiouſly avoid the contagion of bad com- 
pany, which often hath a more powerful influence 
pon us than we are willing to acknowledge. 
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For mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of hiſs, 
The object which the prophet contemplated was very 

reat, being no leſs than a ſymbolical repreſentation 
of the King of kings, and Lord of lords, a great King 
above all gods, who, according to the apoſtle John, 
was no other than Jeſus Chriſt, In viewing his glo- 
rious niajeity, and ſupreme excellence, he is ſtruck 
with inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment. Bright manifeſtations 
of divine glory were too much for a feeble mortal to 


us 
910 
lun 
me 
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ſuſtain: rays of inacceſſible light were by far too - 
ſtrong for human eyes to behold. No wonder, there- live 
fore, that Iſaiah is dazzled, confounded, and deeply wit! 
humbled. Multitudes of thoughts might, on this oc- the 
caſion, crowd into his mind, all tending to produce his | 
theſe effects; among which we may ſuppoſe the fol Lid 
lowing: The inadequate ſentiments he had entertain. we 
ed of that divine glory, which ſeraphs adored; the expr 
diſproportionate apprehenſions he had formed of that jure, 
holinels he now heard highly celebrated; the unequal WI te! 


opinion he had framed of that power, which ſhaketh 
the earth out of her place, and the pillars thereot 6 
tremble. Indeed the ſaints of the Moſt High have a. 
ways been deeply affected, when admitted to behold 
the ſymbols of the divine prefence and glory; ot 
which the prophet Habakkuk preſents to view a very "hp 
memorable inſtance, in jome reſpects fimilar to the 2 diſt. 
one before us. "Toward the beginning of the third WM on thi 
chapter of his prophecy, he thus ſpeaks; © O Lord, WW atter 
I have keard thy voice, and was afraid:“ and at the WW an aft. 


navi! 
taker 


16th verſe, he repreſents the powerful effects which ti; © 
that divine revelation produced; When I heard don 
my belly trembled : my lips quivered at thy voice: WM and f 
© rottennels entered into my bones, and I em 1.411 
© bled in myſelf, that I might reſt in the day 0s celeſtia 
© trouble.” Though we, my brethren, neither en- am 
joy, nor have any realon to expect ſuch maniteitauo Wl vo, h 
of divine glory as were afforded to Iftah, and 10 the vi; 
other prophets, ſuch rich diſplays of the glory of = I. 
are notwithſtanding extubitcd to our view, in i God, i 
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works of creation, providence, and redemption, as 
ought to excite our higheit admiration, and. humble 
us to the duſt. In every creature we may behold the 
glory of the Lord, which appears conſpicuous in the 
jun, the moon, and the ſtars; in the corns, the trees, 
nd the plants. We may behold it in every diſpenſa- 
non of providence; in the rife, progreſs, and declen- 
{on of empires, kingdoms, and ſtates; in the various 
revolutions through which they paſs; as well as in 
the formation of our bodies, and preſervation of our 
lives. Eſpecially we may contemplate it ſhining 
with ineffable ſplendour in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of 
his perſon, the great author and finiſher of ſalvation. 
Lid we view theſe diſcoveries of God as we ought, 
we thould thereby cultivate the happy temper here 
expreſſed; and find good reaſon to adopt, in our mea- 
jure, the confeſſion of the prophet, Our eyes have ſeen 
the King, the Lord of hoſts. | 


6 Then flew one of the ſeraphims unto me, 
having a live coal in his hand, which he had 
taken with the tongs from off the altar. 


In this and the following verſe, the prophet narrates 
a diſtinguihing favour which he ſeaſonably received 
on this occaſion, by means of one of the ſeraphims. 
Atter what he had feen, he was deeply deprefled with 
an affecting tenſe of his own impurity, and the impu- 
nty of the people among whom he dwelt : in this con- 
dition, he greatly needed freſh intimation of pardong 
and fanctitication, which are now afforded him in a 
remarkable manner. For this purpoſe, one of the 
celeſtial miniſters, who attended the throne of God, 
 mmediately diſpatched to perform this kind office; 
uno, having received the divine command, flew, with 
the utmoſt ſpeed, to execute his orders. Though 
the benefit here mentioned, proceeded entirely from 
60d, it was communicated through the miniſtry of 
* y one 
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one of the ſeraphims, who took with him a live coal 
he had taken with the tongs from off the altar. 
Fire, you know, was kept alive continually upon the 
altar of burnt-oftering in the temple, near to which 
the prophet ſeems to have had his ſtation, when he 
contemplated this viſion. God expreſsly required, 
that © the fire ſhould ever be burning upon the altar: 
it thall never go out“. 
was commanded to offer the treſpaſs-oftering, and the 
burnt-oftering, and the ſacrifices that were to make 
atonement before the Lord, that ſin might be forgiven, 
From this altar the prophet ſaw the ſeraph fly to him 
with a live coal. Before I proceed to explain the 
tranſaction, recorded in this and the firſt part of the 
following verſe, it may not be improper to obſerve, 
that the paſſage muſt be underſtood in its figurative 
and emblematical ſenſe. The {ſymbols preſented to 
the view of our prophet were ſignificant and inſtruc. 
tive, when interpreted on ſymbolic principles, or ac- 
cording to the ſame ideas of analogy we explain the 
prophetic ſtyle, which abounds with hieroglyphic 
unagery. And you ought to reflect, that there 1s 
really nothing more ſtrange in applying this mode ot 


Crap, VI, 


interpretation to viſions, than to parables, or to any | 


other ſpecies of prophecy. You ought alſo to conit- 
der, that when the eternal God condefcends to reveal 
himſelf to his ſervants, he does it in the way he lees 
proper, and in a manner ſuitable to their ideas and 
apprehenſions; and if men miſtake, the fault is in 
themſelves, not in the uſe of common emblems.— 
Beſides, it is proper that I remark, that in the part of 
the viſion now before us, as in ſome other prophecles, 
there is a mixture of the plain and highly figured 
ityle, which it is neceſſary carefully to diſcriminate 
Ihe action of the ſeraph is ſymbolical: the words which 
he uſes are to be underſtood in their literal ſenſe: 
Ihe altar in the temple, from which the ſerap 
took the live coal, was a type or figure of Jeſus Chrilt; 


* Lev. vi. 13. 
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vhom the apoſtle, writing to the Hebrews, affirms to 
be the altar of Chriſtians, of which hey have right to 
tal. In the fourth and fifth chap: . of that epiltle, 
he inſpired writer demonſtrated, that Jeſus Chriſt 


nas our great High-prieſt, In the ninth and tenth 


chapters, he exhibits him as our great atoning ſacri- 
{ce; and in the paſſage now referred to“, he ipeaks of 
him as our altar. The ſum of what is there ſaid upon 
this ſubject ſeems to be this: The ſolemn facrifice 
which was offered for ſin on the great day of atone- 
ment, was burnt not upon the altar in the temple, but 
without the city of Jeruſalem. In like manner, Je- 
ſus Chriſt offered himſelf a ſacrifice for us without the 
rate; and whoſoever will participate in the merit of 
is atonement, muſt repair not to the altar in the 
temple, - but to that altar whereupon he made expia- 
tion for fin. As the ſacrifices preſented by the Iiract- 
tes, were expreſsly required to be brought to the al- 
tar of the Lord their God, that they might be ottered 
thereon, in order to their being accepted, ſo the ſpi- 
ritual ſacrifices of Chriſtians muſt be preſented upon 


the altar of Jeſus Chriſt, where alone atonement is 


made for ſinners, and from thence they mult aſcend, 
would we have them become acceptable unto God. 
{:fus Chrilt then is the altar which fanctifies our its, 
md renders our facrifices well. pleaſing unto God 
winch was typiſied by the altar of burnt-offering, 
tom which the ſeraph took the live coal. 

The difficulties which occur in the Old and New 
Icltament are very different. The obſcurity which 
ve oblerve in fome pallages of the New Teſtament, 


miles chiefly from the language, in which there is 


intermixed Hebrew | idioms, ies phrates, and 


allulions to Jewi{h opinions and cuſtoms, which, when 
properly underſtood, the meaning appears j lain and 
obrious. In the Old Teſtament 1 it 18 ner iR the 
Wiculties we there meet with, ariſe not ſo much from 


* Hab. XIIi. 10. : 
the 
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the expreſſion, as from uncertainty reſpecting the ſenſe 


in which it ought to be underſtood. So far as the IJ 
ſubſequent revelation of the will of God explains it, t 
we proceed with certainty and ſafety; but when that 
ceales to enlighten our path, we heſitate, and can pry. 
nounce nothing deciſively. This obſervation will, | mM 
hope, in ſome meaſure apologize for my offering you oc 
a conjectural interpretation of what was ſignified by U 
the live coal, which the ſerapa applied to our pu- 
phet's mouth, as I do not know any paſlage in thc hi 
New Teſtament that authorizes any determinate mean- m 
ing to this ſymbol. The cloven tongues, like as of [ro 
fire, which, on Pentecoſt, ſat upon each of the apoſtles, my 
hath but a diſtant reſemblance to what the prophet had ane 
repreſented to him in viſion. A burning coal is a pro- to! 
per emblem of light, heat, and purity, which 1mpor- ſan 
tant bleflings are conveyed by the Holy Spirit to the tio: 
ſervants of God. Theſe were benefits which Iſaiah, po 
in his own humble apprehenſion, greatly needed at thus 
preſent; and therefore the ſeraph, by this ſymbolical whi 
action, repreſented and communicated them to him. acec 
do not ſuppoſe there was any inherent virtue in the live 
coal lifted from off the altar to take away 1nquiy, the 
and to purify from fin, no more than there was in the ing 
waters of Jordan to cure Naaman of his leproſy, or in thee 
the impoſition of the apoſtles hands to confer the Ho- great 
ly Spirit. God, however, in his infinite wiſdom, hatl of th 
oft-times fixed a certain connection between external the n. 
ſymbols, and the communication of important ſpiritu WW mind 
benefits; of which the viſion we are conſidering afford join; 
a remarkable inſtance. Other inſtances are frequently ande 
preſented to our view, in the ſacred inſtitutions of bp: A 
tiſm and the Lord's ſupper. Let us gratefully 2 vord 
knowledge the divine goodnels, in appointing external edne/; 
viſible objects and actions to be ſignificant of ſpiritual müqui 
inviſible bleſſings; and let us earneſtly pray, that, i ot mi 
divine ordinances, the former may prove the meal 1 c 
alld c. 


of conveying to us the latter, which they are appel 
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And he laid 7 upon my mouth, and ſaid, 


Lo, this hath touched thy lips, and-thine 1 iniqui- 


ty is taken away, and thy ſin purged. 


In this verſe, we are informed what the heavenly 


mellenger did with the live coal, and what was the 
comfortable meſſage he delivered to the prophet. 
Witk the coal he touched Iſaiah's mouth. This was 
very ſignificant action performed toward one who 
hi jatt complained, that he was undone, becaule a 

nan Of uncle lips. That his lips might be puriſied 
1 am their pollution, his faculty of fpeech improved, 
and be himſelf qualified for delivering with freedom 
and boldneſs the affecting meſſage with which he was 
to be intruſted, the Spirit of God was to conſecrate and 
fanctity him; and of this he hath a viſible repreſenta- 
tion aftorded him. The ſeraph having laid the coal 
upon his mouth, ſaid, Lo, this haih touched thy lips; ; 
thus intimating, that this was a repreſentative action 
which ought to be carefully attended to, and would be 
accompanied with very happy effects. Conſider this 


. coal is not common, but holy fire, brought from 


2 altar of God. This 18 a ſign and ſeal of pardon- 
ing mercy, and ſanctifying grace, communicated to 
thee by the Holy Spirit, through the mediation of the 
grcat Meſſiah. How admirable the condeſcenſion 
of the moſt high God, who employs ſignificant ſigns, 
the more deeply to impreſs {piritual objects upon our 
minds; and to ſigns he is graciouſly pleated to ſub- 
jon words, the more clearly to explain their meaning 
| and defign | | 

And thing iniquity is taken away. The Hebrew 
word here tranſlated iniquity, properly ſignifies (799%- 
edneſ; or perverſeneſs ; and hence it is uled to denote 
iniquity, which proceeds from a froward diſpoſition 
ot mind, and conſiſts in deviating from the ſtraight 
rule of the law of God. Such perve rity in temper 
and conduet juſtly expoſes men to the divine « difpiez- 


ure, and renders chem guilty and polluted before 
God; 
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God; and conſequently occaſions deep ſelf. abaſement 
in his ſervants, when they are admitted to contemplate 
his glory. What a deſirable intimation then did our 
prophet receive from the ſeraph, who told him, Thine 
iniquity is taken away; the tranſgreſſions thou hait 
committed are blotted out of remembrance ; the guilt 
thou haſt contracted is removed; the puniſhment thou 
haſt deſerved is cancelled ! The expreſſion here uſed, 
ſeems to refer to an ordinance in lfrael, with which 


Iſaiah was perfectly acquainted ; the appointment of 


which you read, Leviticus xvi. 7. and following 
verſes. Over the head of the goat, there called the 
ſcape-goat, the high-prieſt was ordered to confeſs all 
the iniquities of the children of Iſrael, putting them 
upon the head of the goat, which was to carry them 
away into a wilderneſs, where he was to be ſent by 
the hand of a proper perſon. This divine inſtitution, 
into the meaning ot which you ought caretully to 
examine, ſeems to have been typical of Jeſus Chnit 
taking away the ſins of his people, confeſſed over his 
atoning ſacrifice. Indeed this is a work altogether 
peculiar to him, who, you know, was manifeſted for 
this very purpoſe, to take away fin; and gave himlelt 
for us, to redeem us from all iniquity. In this manner 
the prophet's iniquity was taken away; and of this 
incſimable favour he received the comfortable ailur- 
aiice, which would greatly increaſe the pleaſure and jo 
which would ariſe in his mind from the poſſeſſion 0: 
this diſtinguiſhing mercy. Hearing of this glorious 
privilege, ſay unto God, in the words of Job, Py 
not condemn me:“ ſay unto him, with the publicar, 
God be merciful to me a ſinner :? ſay unto him, in 
the language which he himſelf hath taught, Take 
« away all iniquity, and receive us gracioully: and 
may he who hears the ſupplications of the needy, 
grant your petition ; and, along with it, the agreeable 
intimation, Thy fin is taken away. | 
And thy ſiu purged. The original word rendered 


fin, is derived from one that ſiguifies 79 , or 7" 
. - 700 
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the mark at which we ought to aim: hence it 18 uſed 
to expreſs ſin, whereby men wander from the path of 
God's commandments, come ſhort of the glory of 
God, and miſs the prize of the high calling of Gad 
in Chrilt Jeſus. To afhiſt us in forming juſt ſenti- 
ments of this abominable thing, it is compared in 
ſcripture to thoſe things which are reckoned molt dil- 
acrceable and loathſome, ſuch as poiſon and diſeaſe, 
drols and ſcum. Like a dangerous contagion, it hath 
extended its baneful influence through every part of our 
conſtitution: it hath defaced the beautiful image of 
God with which we were originally adorned, and de- 
filed all the faculties of the human foul ; in ſo much 
that even the beſt of men acknowledge, that in their 
feſh dwelleth no good thing; that their lips, and their 
hearts, are unclean. How joyful then muſt have been 
the tidings here announced to the prophet, © Thy fin 
* is purged What an inſpired apoſtle affirms, con- 
cerning pardon of fin, we may with equal juſtice aſ- 
ert, with reſpect to purification from fin : he ſaith, 
Without {hedding of blood there is no remiſſion ; to 
this we may add, Without ſhedding of blood there is 
no ſanctification. It is the office of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great High-prieſt of our profeſſion, who puriftes unto 
lim(elf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, to 
cleanſe and ſanctify his church. This bleſſed work he 
pertorms through ſanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience, and the ſprinkling of his blood, which cleanſ- 
al from all ſin; and, upon this occaſion, it was 
eminently advanced in Iſaiah, as the celeſtial intelli- 
gence declared. 'Thus God purged our prophet's fin, 
temoved acknowledged pollution of heart and lips, 
and conſecrated him to the difficult ſervices which he 
vas about to aſſign him.—— Though this is God's 


ovn proper work, and the effect of his diſtinguiſhing 
avour, he invites us to co-operate with him: he re- 
Qures us to do more than we are able, that we may 


Ik ability from him, who can do more for us than 
ve 


can als or think, and who works all our works in 
and 
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and for us. Senſible that though the merey flows 
from him, the duty is ours, let us caſt away all our 
tranſgreſſions, and cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſ 
of ficth and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the fear of 
God. | | | 


8 Alſo I heard the voice of the Lord, ſaying, 
Whom ſhall I ſend, and who will go for us? 
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Then faid I, here am I, ſend me. 8 
We are now to conſider the third part of this vi. _ 
fon, in which the prophet, after his conſecration, re. and 
ceived command from God to deliver a very afflict. * 
ing meſſage to the Jewith nation. By what he had wt 
already ſeen and heard, his ntind, formerly troubled, is 5 
compoſed and invigorated; and now that he is prepat. 4 
ed for eminent and difficult ſervices, he is not allowed * 
to indulge in eaſe and indolence, but is to be imme- * 

diately employed in executing the commiſſion he is aa. 
ught 


going to receive from God, He had already heard Cy 
the voice of the ſcraphim, praiſing the holineſs and I 
glory of Jehovah, and delivering a moſt agreeable Nags 


meſſage to him from heaven. Now he hears the 4 chi 
voice of the Lord of hoſts, whom he beheld enthron- 2 
ed in divine majeſty, ſpeaking to him ſo as to make q "I 
trial of his affection and obedience. In ſcripture, 2 "i 
voice is ſometimes aſcribed to God; and he is ſaid to 3 
ſpeak, when he gives intimation of his will, in what- dich d: 
ever way he maketh known his mind, which he al. & det 
ways does in a manner ſuited to his own grandeur, We 
and the capacity of the creature. What peculiu * al 
marks of majeſty and power attended the voice of the 3 
Almighty at this time, by which our prophet dice vor. 

cd it from that of the ſeraphs, I ſtay not to 109 a. expr 
being certain that he was fully convinced by fatis:ying where 
demonſtrations, that the words which he heard pro- "a 
ceeded from the Lord of hoſts. The inquiry who 3 
attracted his attention was this; a ercat: 
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Thom ſball ] ſend, and who will go for us? Theſe 
words do not ſuppoſe doubtful deliberation, or fluc- 
wating uncertainty, as to the perſon who was to be 
employed in the ſervice after mentioned; but have a 
manifeſt alluſion to the cuſtom of kings and princes, 
who conſult as to the moſt proper perſon to be in- 
truſted with a commiſſion of high importance. They 
plainly intimate, that the work to be performed was 
extremely difficult, and required great fidelity and for- 
titude in him who was to be employed in the execu- 
tion of it; that very few were equal to the ſervice; 
and that God would not commit it to any one, who 
was not willing and ready to undertake it from ar- 
dent affection to his higheſt Lord. Beſides, they af- 
forded Iſaiah an opportunity of declaring his imme- 
date readineſs to perform any ſervice which God 
would be pleaſed to aſſign him. In the latter of 
theſe inquiries, there is a remarkable change of per- 
lon, from the ſingular to the plural number, which 
ought not to eſcape our notice; as it ſeems to inti- 
mate, that, in the perfect fimplicity and unity of the 
Godhead, there is, in ſome reſpect, a plurality, which, 
in this manner, is often hinted in ſcripture, and in 
many paſſages is clearly evinced. This is a very ſub- 
lime ſubject, upon which it becomes us at all times 
o ſpeak with the greateſt modeſty, impreſſed with a 
deep ſenſe of our inability to comprehend in what 
manner the infinite Jehoval exiſts. Let us attend 
with ditgence, humility, and meekneſs, and the great- 
et deference, to every information that is given of 
this very important ſubje&; forming all our ſentiments, 
and founding all our determinations, entirely upon 
de revelation which God hath given of himſelf in his 
word. In conſulting theſe lively oracles, I obſerve 


a expreſſion ſomewhat ſimilar to this in Geneſis i. 26. 


where God ſaid, © Let us make man in our image, 
; after our. likeneſs.” I cannot ſuppoſe that Jehovah 
are adirefted himſelf to angels, who had no hand 
A crcating man; but that he expreſſed himſelf thus, 
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to point out what the wiſe man requires us to re. 
member, namely, our Creators * ; the Hebrew word 


there, as well as here, being in the plural. I read in 8 
Geneſis xi. 7. that the Lord God ſaid, Go to, let us 0 
go down, and there confound their language.“ In 1 
Engliſh, one perſon, eſpecially a great perſonage, # 
ſometimes uſes the plural number, to give dignity and I 
conſequence to what he faith ; but it is otherwiſe in on 
the Hebrew tongue, where the plural number is not * 
uſed, that I know, to denote honour and dignity, _ 
but to ſignify more than one. Other inſtances of il -© 
this mode of expreſſion might have been added; but * 
enough hath been ſuggeſted to gain your candid at. 5 
tention to a circumſtance well deſerving your notice, ; | 
who ſearch the ſcriptures with earneſt deſire to learn 7 
the knowledge of the Moſt High. _ 70 
Then ſaid I, here am I, fend me. Bleſſed reply to * 
the voice of the Lord. The words clearly expreſs the 3 
prophet's willingneſs to obey the divine command, hg 
whatever it might be; and to execute the work al- > 
ſigned him, however arduous it might prove. He ; 
does not alk, Where he was to be ſent, to whom he 
was to go, or what meſſage he was to carry ? but, 9 
like a faithful ſervant, or dutiful fon, he waits to re. Hear 
ceive the commands of his great Lord, and heavenly indee 
Father; and immediately, without limitation or de. Tr. 
lay, he offers his ſervices. Warmed by heavenly fir, WF. any 
and inflamed with ardent zeal for the divine glory, C ahh 
. » . p rho a 
he quickly replies to the voice of God, Here am |, = 


ready to execute thy orders; ſend me to perform any 
piece of ſervice thou pleaſeſt; aſſign me my tation, . Lt 

point out my buſineſs, and I ſhall endeavour to dil Seng 
charge it with alacrity and fidelity, repoſing unſulpect 
ing coufidence in the aſſiſtance of thy grace. Our pr0- un N 
phet ſtands in diſtinguiſhed eminence above all his e Gb 
low-ſervants, in reſpect of promptitude in engaging 8. . 
the work of God. Moſes and Jeremiah, deeply alfected 0 5 


* Feclef, xii. 1. 


4 


th 
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with their unworthineſs and inſufficiency, diſcovered, 
at fir{t, ſome reluctance in undertaking the difficult ſer- 
vices to which God appointed them; whereas Iſaiah, 
after his iniquity was taken away, like the angels who 
excel in ſtrength, and do his commandments, hearken- 
ed to the voice of the Lord, and ſtood in readineſs to 
fulfil his pleaſure. What a noble example 1s here 
reſented to view, of the cheerful ſubmiſſion of a 
Chriſtian, whoſe heart and mouth ought always to echo 
obedience to the calls and commands of God! When 
thou, O Lord, didit ſay, Seek ye my face; my heart 
replied, Thy face, Lord, will I ſeek above all things. 
When thou calleſt, I will anſwer ; when thou ſtretch— 
& out thy hand, I will regard; when thou com- 
mandeſt, I will obey. When thou ſaidſt, Whom ſhall 
[end? Then ſaid I, Here am I, fend me. Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? Speak, Lord, thy 
ſervant heareth. Such ought to be the language of 
eich of our hearts, and ſuch the obedience of every 
one of us through every period of life. 


0 And he ſaid, Go and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not ; and fee ye 
indeed, but perceive: not. EE 


Iaiah's offer of ſervices is accepted, and he receives 
bis commiſſion and authority from the Lord of hoſts, 
vho acquaints him with the meſſage which he orders 
lim to go and deliver to the Jews. Jam going to 
remark what ſome of you may perhaps have obſerv- 
ed, that the apoſtle Paul, when at Rome, expounding 
de kingdom of God to thoſe who came to his lodg- 
nz, concluded his diſeourſes by quoting this ſcripture, 
rich a remarkable variation“: Well ipake the Holy 

Ghoſt, by Efaias the prophet, unto our fathers, ſay- 


af : a 4 
& Jchovah, which our prophet ſaw, was the glory of 


* Acts xxviii. 25, 26, 27. 
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his people, but this people; thus diiowning his rela 
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Jeſus Chriſt, according to the apoſtle John; the 
voice of the Lord, which he heard, was the voice of 
the Holy Ghoſt, according to the apoſtle Paul, 
The commiſſion given to Laiah is in theſe words, 6; 
tell this people. Every word here merits our attention, 
Go from this place, in which thou haſt been favour 
Witli a viſion of my glory, of the ſubhme exercites 
and cheerful obedience of my miniſters; in which | 
alſo thou haſt received ſuch marks of my favour, and 
communications of my grace, as may furniſh thee tor ˖ 
the important ſervices upon which I now ſend thee f 
to this people among whom thou dwelleſt. Remark, 8 
God does not call them, 23 on many other occaſors, 0 

ry 


10 
tion t them, and teſtifying his juſt diſpleaſure again le 
them, on account of their wicked abule of the high jo 
privileges which for long time they had enjoyed. In th 
a ſimilar manner he had formerly ſpoken of them to A 
his ſcrvant Moſes, after they had fallen into 1dolatry: of 
Go, {aid he, © get thee down : for thy people which F1 
© thou broujhteſt out of the land of Egypt, have cor: FI 
rupted themſelves “.“ Here our prophet is ordered 0 
faithfully to inform his countrymen, by word or vrt 'y 

ing, of the meſſage with which he is intruſted; u . 
conceal no part of it, however ſevere it might ſcem t0 tant 
him; but to deliver the whole with courage and fim ed, 
neſs, as became the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts hi. 

Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not. What 1s con N 
tained in this and the following verſe, is five time a pe 
cited by the writers of the New Teſtament, big mea. 
being once referred to in the Epiſtle to the Romans bene 
The people to whom the prophet was ſent with thi port, 
meſſage, had been intruſted for many ages with tl To h 
oracles of God. To them were made known iis fin or 
tutes and his judgments, his ordinances and his hu unlef 
With the greateſt magnificence and ſolemmity, " they 
publiſhed his law from Mount Sinai in the ears“ ought 


Exo. xxx11- 7. | 
| ths 
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their fathers, who were commanded diligently to 
tcach what they heard to their children, and their 
childrens children. They had alſo enjoyed for a long 
period the miniſtry of the prophets, whom God raiſed 
up among them in continued ſucceſſion, from Moſes 
to John the Baptiſt, who were employed in commu- 
nicating, explaining, and inculcating the will of God; 
and with iuch aſſiduity, that they roſe up early, and 
fat up late. As this prophetic viſion looked forward 
to Limes which were then future, to theſe important 
advantages I muſt add, the glorious miniſtry of the 
Son of God, who came to the loſt ſheep of the houſe 
of lirael, and acted as a miniſter of the circumciſion, 
for the truth of God to the fathers. Juſtly did Mo- 
ſes, contemplating the privileges they had already en- 
5 joyed, and thoſe which they had in proſpect, addreſs 


1 them in this animated manner: Aſk now of the 
0 days that are paſt, which were before thee, ſince the 
| day that God created man upon the earth, and aſk 
h from the ane fide of heaven unto the other, whether 
Fl there hath been any ſuch thing as this great thing is, 


* or hath been heard like it? Did ever people hear the 
WW © voice of God ſpeaking out of the midſt of the fire, 
| das thou haſt heard, and live“? To the moſt impor- 
tant ſubjects their attention was frequently demand- 
ed, and urged by the moſt intereſting conſiderations, 
which the prophets never failed to ſuggeſt. 
Notwithſtanding theſe ſignal advantages, Iirael was 
a people of no underſtanding. They enjoyed the beſt 
means of inſtruction, but they reaped little or no real 
benefit from them: they neither underſtood the im- 
port, nor conſidered the deſign of what they heard. 
10 hear with underſtanding is indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
n order to mens profiting by what they hear; for 
unleſs divine truths are in ſome meaſure underitood, 
ey can neither be believed nor practiſed as they 
ouzht, Spiritual underſtanding of the will of God 


* Deut, iv. 32, 33- 
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is abſolutely requiſite to walking worthy of him unto 
all well-pleaſing, and to ſhew, that, in affection and 
practice, objects occupy their proper place and order. 


The vaſt importance of people's underſtanding what 
they hear, our bleſſed Saviour frequently inculcated | 
upon thoſe who attended his miniſtry. He often in- P 
troduced his ſubject, by calling upon them to hear b 
and underſtand: after diſcourſing to them, he ſome. L 
times aſked, If they underſtood what they heard? he ſt 
blamed them if they did not underſtand, and com. 2 
mended thoſe who were fo happy as know the thing; Fe 
which were freely given them of God. The bulk of 1 
the Jewiſh nation correſponded to the deſcription A; 
here given of them: they were deſtitute of ſpiritual Th 
underſtanding in the law of God, which they miſin- a 
terpreted, and made void through their traditions; 25 
they had little or no acquaintance with the reality and * 
excellence of heavenly objects. ——Alarmed by the * 
awful judgments to which this people expoſed them- of 
ſelves, by not underſtanding what they heard, do F* 
you, my brethren, ſtudy to be attentive, intelligent 7 Pj 
hearers of divine truths, and well acquainted with the To 
word of God, and the ſeveral parts of which it is com.. C 
poſed. For this purpoſe, never interpret ſcripture in if ” 
a ſenſe contrary to the dictates of ſound reaſon, incon- =?! 
ſiſtent with the plain drift of the paſſage, compared "4 
with other texts, or the connection in which it ſtands, 1 . 
Explain words and phraſes not always in the meaning 5 | 
they bear in common converſation, but that in which = - 
they are uſed in other places of ſcripture: underſtand 8 
them literally, when they will bear this ſenſe; and 3 
figuratively, when you find it neceſſary. Make ſuch = 
abatements from general expreſſions, ſuch excep- Wy 
tions to them, and allowances for the whole manner 3 


of ſpeaking, as you perceive the nature of the ſub- Rude 
ject, and the cuſtom of the ſacred writers demand. 
Think not you have done with a paſſage of ſcripture 
as ſoon as you underfland it; your principal work 1 
yet before you, to feel its divine influence, and diſpla) 
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its divine efficacy, to have an experimental ſenſe and 
feeling of the intereſting ſubjects of which it treats *. 

With the greateſt earneſtneſs ſupplicate the Father of 
lights, to illuminate your underitanding in the know- 
edge of his truth; adopting the words of the royal 
olalmiſt, Give me underitanding, and I ihall keep thy 
lay, yea, I fhall obſerve it with my whole heart. 
Then may you hope to read and hear with under- 
ſtanding. 

And ſee ye indeed, but perceive not, The great ob- 
jets which were preſented to the view of this people, 
to which the prophet here refers, were, the aſtoniſh- 
ing wonders which were wrought before their eyes, 
the many terrible judgments inflicted upon their ene- 
mics, the ſignal victories with which they were 
crowned, the glorious deliverances and remarkable 
interpoſitions of kind providence in their behalf. Of 
theſe things Moles often reminded them ; and eſpe- 
cally before his death, when he called unto all Iſrael, 
| and {aid unto them, Ye have ſeen all that the Lond: 


Pharaoh, and unto all his ſervants, and unto all 
his land; the great temptations which thine Shen 
have feen, the ſigns and thole great miracles f. 

atter periods, new wonders were from time to long 
exhibited to their view; ſurpriſing conqueſts, through 
the favour of heaven, they obtained ; many narrow 
eicapes did they make irom de ſtruction, and unex- 
pected ways were opened for their return from captt- 
ity. And in the latter days, after the great Meſſiah 
Mace his appearance among them, they were eye- 
Vines of his ſtupeudous miracles of grace for the ſal- 
Vatton of men, and the eſtabliſhment of his kingdom 
upon carth: they beheld illuſtrious diſplays of omni- 
potence and coinpaflion. conſpicuous proofs of the 
lime preſence and glory, and the great light of the 
$orivus zolpel which then ſprung up. They ſaw and 


+ Deut. xxix. 2, 3. 


' heard 


Sec Sccker, vol. vi. ſerm. ». 


did before your eyes in the land of Egypt, unto 
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were therein preſented to their view, ſo as to honour 
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heard thoſe things which many prophets and rig. 
teous men defired in vain to ſee and hear, as our 
Lord informed them“ .“ | | 
Though they beheld the wonderful works of God, 
the bulk of them had no ſpiritual perception of their 
excellence and glory, no juſt ſenſe of their worth and 
importance; nor did they perceive the rich mani. 
feſtations of the power and glory of Jehovah, which 


and obey. him. The correct taſte of which highly 
cultivated minds are poſſeſſed, enables them to form 
juſt ſentiments of natural beauty, to diſcern ſublimity 
of thought, elegance of {tyle, propriety and graceful. 
neſs of good conduct. In like manner, the ſpiritual 
perception, with the want of which this people are 
here charged, gives a ſpiritual taſte for moral beauty, 
a high reliſh for that which 1s truly excellent, and 
a juſt diſcernment of the beauty and deſign of the 
works and word of God. Deſtitute of this principle, 
the great part of the Jewiſh nation did not obſerve the 
hand of God in the remarkable diſpenſations of his 
providence, though eminently conſpicuous in every 
ſtep by which he conducted them; they did not per. 
ceive the dignity and glory of the Meſſiah; they were 
blind to all the wonderful proofs which he gave of his | 
divine miſſion, of his amiable condeſcenſion, and con- 
ſummate ability, to perform the whole work of 3 
complete Saviour. The conſequences were, that they 
remained in great meaſure ignorant of the admirable 
diſplays of the divine attributes which they beheld; 
they were deſtitute of ſanctifying knowledge, of the 
devout exerciſes of the heart, and ſacred conlolations, 
to all of which ſpiritual perception is certainly requ- Wl - 


ſite. Endeavour to acquire this ſpiritual percep- upon 
tion, under the teaching of God, in the faithful in. e 
provement of the advantages you enjoy. The ill but in 
mination of the underſtanding, which is abſoluteh foul, v 
* Matth. xiii. 17. "y 

| as, a 


neceſlary 
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neceſſary for this purpoſe, proceeds from the Father 
of glory; and therefore to him you muſt earneſtly 
apply for it. And that nothing may be wanting upon 
your part, diligently ſtudy your Bible, which is the 
appointed mean of ſpiritual improvement, the perfect 
ſtandard of ſpiritual perception, and the great repoſi- 
tory of divine knowledge, from whence you may 
bring forth to view the wonderful things which this 
people ſaw, and yet did not perceive. I am the more 
anxious about your diligence in this matter, that I ſee 
before me, in the following verſe, a very alarming 
event foretold, as the effect of not underſtanding and 
perceiving the providences and truths of God. 
This prediction began to be fulfilled in the days of 
laiah, and the following prophets; and was after- 
ward more fully accompliſhed, under the miniſtry of 
ſeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles. The Jews heard the 
diſcourſes which theſe illuſtrious perſons delivered, 
but did not underſtand aright their meaning and de- 
ſen. They ſaw with their bodily eyes the many 
miracles which theſe ſervants of Jehovah performed, 
but they perceived not the proofs which they afford- 
ed of their divine miſſion, nor the truth and import- 
ance of their doctrine. | - 


10 Make the heart of this people fat, and 10 
make their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes: leſt * 
they ſee with their eyes, and hear with their Wit + 
ears, and underſtand with their heart, and con- _ ii 
vert, and be healed. _ | q 


— 

A 
3 2 
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The prophet is ordered to foretel the terrible ſpi- b 
titual judgments which God was about to inflict = 
upon the people to whom he was ſent. The heart Jil. 
here mentioned, is not to be underſtood in its literal, | "hk 
but in its metaphorical ſenſe; denoting the whole 11 
ul, with all its various faculties, which being diſor- 1 
dered and vitiated by corrupt principles and bad ha- Wh! 
dit, are unfit for performing their proper ets” N 1 
3A To 9 
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deplorable ſtate of mind, nothing contributes more 


enjoyments in time of external proſperity. If ſenſibi. 
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To this laſt citcumſtance I would have you advert; 
for the heart of this people muſt have been greatly 
depraved, otherwiſe we cannot ſuppoſe that God 
would have fent the prophet to make it fat or groſ, 
This expreſſion muſt likewiſe be interpreted in itz 
figurative ſenſe; ſignifying ſtupidity, ſottiſhneſs, and 
incapacity of underſtanding the true import and de. to 
ſign of what was ſeen and heard. To produce this 


than ſenſuality, and the immoderate uſe of preſent 


lity, according to the opinion of ſome, 1s principally 
ſeated in the bowels, we may, without much difficul. 
ty, aſcertain the import of the words, Make the heart 
of this people fat. Let them become inſenſible, and 
unaffected, both with the mercies and judgments of 


God. And make their ears heavy. By the ears, 
ſeem here to be meant the powers of the mind, by Vith 
which attention is given to the nature, importance, es, 
and deſign of divine truths. In hearing aright, fo as Cm 
to profit by inſtruction, the mind, as well as the ear, N * 
muſt be employed. Careful attention, ſpiritual un- WW 0 
derilanding, ſuitable affection, and the exerciſe of va- Nude 
rious graces, ſuch as faith and meekneſs, are all ne. ears 
ceſſary. The ears, in this ſenſe, were to be made both 
heavy, dull, and inactive; in conſequence of which, ae t! 
they were not to attend diligently to the things that leur: 
were ſpoken to them by the Lord; they were not to Rom, 
conſider their high importance, or intereſt in them; Ar 
nor to treaſure them up in their hearts, ſo as to derive n 
ſpiritual benefit from them. And ſhut their ey. eo lit 
The eyes of the underſtanding, I ſuppoſe, are here in- and ex 
tended, by which ſpiritual objects are contemplated, iet co 
and neceſſary acquaintance with them is acquired. ok men 
Theſe cyes were directed to be ſhut, or cloſed; 1! Proves 
confequence whereof, this people did not know arigt i" Ne 
the things freely. given them of God, nor did they it of 
IS wo; 


form juſt ſentiments concerning them : they ſaw the 
ſtupendous nuracles that were wrought among them; 


— 
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put the Lord did not give them a heart to perceive, 
nor eyes to ſee, nor ears to hear, to this day “. 

After what you have heard, are you ſurpriſed that 
the Lord of hoſts ſhould live delivered this commiſ- 
fon to the prophet? Why, my brethren, the people 
to whom he was ſent, had forfeited their hearts, their 
ears, and their eyes. They were fooliſhly puffed up 
by the form of knowledge they retained ; they were 
unthankful for the light they enjoyed; they groſsly 
abuled the inſtructions they received, and obſtinately 
perüſted in the fins for which they were reproved; 
and therefore, you muſt acknowledge, that it was juſt 
in God to hide their heart from underſtanding. As 
the purification of the heart, and the opening the 
ears and the eyes, are attributed to God in ſcripture, 
as his diſtinguiſhing favours; fo covering the heart 
with fat, making the ears heavy, and ſhutting the 


exes, are allo aſcribed to him, as acts of his righteous 


dominion, and judicial procedure, reſpecting thoſe 
wo have done what they could to bring themſelves 


CI 


mo this condition, by rejecting the counſcl of God, 


pears to me abundantly evident, from many patlages 
both in the Old and New Teſtame nt: among theſe 
are the following, which you may contult at your 
lure 3 Exod. iv. 21. Deut. ii. zo. John xii. 40. 
Rom. i. 28. This is indeed a very nice point, and 
requires to be touched with great tenderneſs, leſt, by 
aying too much, we obſcure the divine glory; or ſay 
too little, and leave the ſubject involved in difiiculty, 
and expoſed to abuſe. Certain it is, that God doth 


d. emen: that he neither comn nands, periuades, or ar- 
in proves of any thing that contributes to render the bu- 
1 heart groſs or inſenſible, that ſhuts the ears and 
s of men, and prevents them from underſtanding 
he word, or contemplating his works. Some things, 


* Deut. xxix. 4. 


and obſtinately perſiſting in their evil ways. This ap- 


not communicate any wrong opener to the minds 


however, 
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however, concur toward this event, which the ſcrip. 
tures does not conceal; ſuch as, the removal of those 
reſtraints whereby people were kept from ſin; accord. 
ing to what God faith of Ifrael, © I gave them up to | 
their own hearts luſt; and they walked in their 
* own counſels * :* the permiſſion given to Satan, 
who is the chief agent in this buſineſs, to pervert the 
mind by carnal prejudices and affections; for pref 
of which, you may compare 2 Sam. Xxiv. 1. with 
1 Chron. xxi. 1. If you really think that ] have af. 
ſigned too much to the divine agency in this matter, 
you are at full liberty to ſabtract whatever in con. 
{cience you apprehend, in this repreſentation, is too 
{trong, and to form your judgment upon ſcripture. 
evidence. 

Do you aſk, as it is natural you ſhould, How could 
Iſaiah, a man of like paſſions with us, make fat the 


heart of this people, make their ears heavy, and ſhut an 
their eyes? You ought to know, that, in the ſtyle ot hu 
ſcripture, the prophets are ſaid to pertorm thole things 8 
which, in obedience to the command of God, they El 
foretel ſhall certainly come to pats. In this ſenſe, they *: tl 
are ſaid to plant and to pluck up, to build and pull F a] 
down, to ſave and deſtroy, to ſhut up heaven and to © ol 
{mite the earth, to make fat the heart, and mam * 01 
great things, of which you read in prophecy, 1w0 gi 
| inſtances may ſuffice at preſent to illuſtrate and con- ag 
1 firm this remark, which contains the anſwer to the "an 
| above inquiry. God informs the prophet Jeremiah, paul 
[ Chap. i. 10. © See, I have this day ſet thee over the plain 
| © nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to that 
it © pull down, and to deltroy, and to throw dow, 10 ward 
i build, and to plant.” One would think this com- dete 


i miſſion was more ſuited to a Cæſar, or an Alexande, 
| or ſome great commander, attended with vail armes, 
than to a humble prophet, whom his countryme 
conſpired to deſtroy. This unarmed man was ſent to 


| 5 - Pal. Ixxx1. 12. 


Loc. 


root out kingdoms, and deſtroy nations, by denounc- 
ing againſt them defolating judgments, and compli- 
med calamities, which their enormous wickedneſs, 
and multiplied tranſgreſſions, juſtly merited. The 
prophet Ezekiel, Chap. xliii. 3. ſpeaks in the fame 
iyle, where he ſays, The appearance of the viſion 
« which he ſaw, reſembled the vition that he had ſeen, 
when he came to deſtroy the city ;* that is, as it is 
rendered in the margent of ſome Bibles, when he 
came to prophety that the city ſhould be deſtroyed. 
In like manner we explain our prophet's commiſſion. 
He did not make the heart of this people fat; he did 
not ſtop their ears, or cloſe their eyes; but only fore- 
told that theſe judgments ſhould betall them, becauſe 
they had for long time ſhut their eyes, their ears, and 
their hearts, againſt inſtruction. 

Leſt they ſee with their cyes, and hear with their ears, 
and under/tand with their heart, and convert, and be 
kaled, * Everlaſting righteouſneſs, O Lord, is in all.thy 


thy judgments . O the depth of the riches both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God! how unſearch- 
* able are his judgments, and his ways pait finding 


* or who hath been his counſellor ? Or who hath firſt 
given to him, and it ſhall be recompenſed to him 
again? For of him, and through him, and to him, 
are all things: to whom be glory for ever.“ I 
pauie, I heſitate what to ſay. The words before us 
plainly intimate a very momentous truth ; namely, 
that the long-ſuffering patience of God, exerciſed to- 
ward finners, hath its bounds, beyond which it will 
not extend; that the door of divine mercy ſhall be 
nut againſt thoſe who obſtinately perſiſt in abuſing 
the riches of divine goodneſs, and in turning the grace 
of our God into laſciviouſneſs. And we are ſure 
that the judgment of God is according to truth, 


c 


£ 


* Rev. xvi. 7, T Rom. xi. 33.—36. 
C = 
| againſt 
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commandments. True, O Lord, and righteous are 


out! For who hath known the mind of the Lord, 
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© againſt them who commit ſuch things “.“ Perſons 
of this deſcription, treafure up to themſelves wrath 
againit the day of wrath; and have no proſpect of 
being converted to God, and healed of their ſpiritual 
diltempers.——Let us remember, that the examples, 
as well as doctrines and predictions, recorded in the 
Old Teſtament, are intended to convey inſtruction to 
us under the New Teſtament. Impreſſed by this in- 
tereſting conſideration, diligently improve the word 
and providences of God, for your converſion, and the 
cure of your inward diſorders. Return from all your 
tranſgreſſions, that iniquity may not prove your ruin: 
with your whole hearts return unto the Lord, from 
whom you have deeply revolted. Earneſtly ſuppli- 
. cate, that he may heal all the wounds you have re. 
ceived by fin; that he may forgive you all treſ. 
paſſes, and reſtore your ſouls to ſpiritual health, 
ſoundneſs, and beauty. No diſeaſe ever reproached 
his ſkill, or reſiſted his power; and as for his tender 
compaſhon, and readineſs to reheve, they never fail, 
Wait upon him then, who waits to be gracious, who 
delights in ſhewing mercy, and you ſhall certainly ex- 
perience his kind aſſiſtance, and ſeaſonable relief. 


11 Then ſaid I, Lord, how long? And he 
anſwered, Until the cities be waſted without in— 
habitant, and the houſes without man, and the 
land be utterly deſolate. 


In anſwer to his requeſt, the prophet is here in. 
formed by the Moſt High, of the continuance and 
conſequences of the awful ſpiritual judgmecats he was 
commanded to denounce againſt the Jews. —— You 
will obſerve, that Iſaiah does not preſume to utter! 
word in way of murmur and complaint, with reipect 
to the aſflictive diſpenſations of divine providence, 
which were the ſubje& of the meſſage he received 


* Rom. ii. 2. 
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from God. He reverences and adores that ſove- 
reignty, which always maniteſts an inviolable re- 
gard to the ſacred rights of juſtice and equity, and 
vet never fails to ſhew tender compaſſion to thoſe who 
exnoſe themſelves to the judgments of heaven. An 
iultractive leſſon this, of that amiable humility, and 
profound ſubmiſſion to the will of God, which we 
ought, on all occaſions, to expreis. In his humble 
addreſs to Jehovah, he expreſſeth his firm belief, that 
he whom he acknowledgeth as Lord, hath an un- 
queſtionable right to diſpoſe of all perſons and events 
iz eemeth good in his ſight. The import of his 
rayer ſeems to be this: Since thou, the great Lord 
of all, hath ordered me to foretel theſe terrible cala- 
mities, I preſume not to ſay, What doſt thou? or to 
doubt of the rectitude of thy diſpenſations; but as 
thou haſt not yet declared how long thy diſpleaſure 
hall endure, and what ſhall be its conſequences, per- 
mit me humbly to aſk, How long, and how far its 
ele&s ſhall extend? I aſk this queſtion, not to gratify 
ran curioſity; but, moved with pity at the approach- 
ing wretched condition of this people, I am ſolicitous 
to know how long they will be allowed to continue 
in this miſerable ſtate. To this modeſt petition the 
prophet received the following anſwer, from him who 
allows none of the poſterity of Jacob to ſeek his face 
in rain, and who always fultils the juſt deſire of them 
that tear him: | 

Until the cities be waſted without inhabitant. The 
ord plainly declares, that the judgments he had em- 
Poyed Ifaiah to foretel, were to be prolonged until 


coplc to whom he was ſent; until the overthrow of 
heir ſtate, and the deſolation of their land. Theſe ca- 
ties are deſcribed in ſeveral particulars, which are 
D arranged as to form a fort of climax, wherein 
he repreſentation riſes ſtep bv ſtep, until it reaches 
e higheſt degree of deſolation. The ſpiritual judg- 
ats alrcady mentioned, were to be attended with 
very 


he final rejection, and the general diſperſion, of this 


378 LECTURES o Tur: Car, Y! 


very great temporal miſeries. Their cities were to he 
waſted without inhabitant, Of theſe, as well as of 
towns and villages, there were vaſt numbers in Jude, 
The Levites alone, you recollect, had forty-eight ci. 
ties allotted to them, though they were to have no in. 
heritance among their brethren. The cities, in gene. 
ral, ſeem to have been populous and flouriſhing, well 
fortified, and furniſhed at leaſt with one ſynagogue. 
All their cities, however numerous their inhabitant 
however magnificent their buildings, however elegant 
their houſes, and ſtrong their fortifications, were to 


be entirely deſtroyed, and left without inhabitant.— WM :; 


And the houſes without man. Cities have ſometimes Wil 
been overthrown, and yet ſome of their inhabitant 
have been left to poſſeſs a few remaining houſes which 
have eſcaped the general ruin. But ſo complete was WW ir 
to be the deſtruction of the cities of Judah, at the WW dc! 
time referred to, that there was ſcarcely a ſingle per. nic 
ſon to be left in them. Thoſe who did not deſen mu 
their habitations through fear, were to be killed, of pc! 
carried away captive by the enemy; and fo ſtricth ditp 
were the few remaining houſes to be ſearched, th aa 
no perſon almoſt could avoid the general calami vhic 
Sometimes when cities have been depopulated, and retu: 
houſes demoliſhed, in diſtant country places, and in this 
remote corners of the land, a few people have ec un 
ed the general calamity; but in the event referred u //: 
it was to be otherwifte.——4nd the land be utter tinua. 
folate. That land which was the glory of all land not 
a land which God cared for, and watched over contlicre ; 
nually; a pleaſant, a holy, and fruitful land, while re 
flowed with milk and honey, which abounded wiWicre : 
fountains and brooks of waters; a land of wheat and ey 


be the 
and af 
lea: 


With þ 


barley, of vines, fig-trees, and pomegranates, of i 
and wine; a land whoſe ſtones were 1ron, and l 
whoſe hills was braſs ; where nothing was wanting! 
render life comfortable: even that land was to be Ul 
terly deſolate; or, as the Hebrew words denote, i 
arc rendered in the margent of {ome Bibles, : hs 

| ecoll 
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become deſolate with deſolation. The vineyards were 
to be ſpoiled, the gardens were to be laid waſte, and 


the fields were to remain uncultivated, fo as to afford 


jult reaſon for adopting the mournful complaint, 
« Thy holy cities are a wilderneſs, Zion is a wilder- 
« neſs, Jerufalem a deſolation. Our holy and our 
beautiful houſe, where our fathers praiſed thee, is 
« burnt up with fire: and all our pleaſant things are 
© laid waſte “. 


away, and there be a great forſaking in the midſt 
of the land. | 


In this verſe, the anſwer given by the Lord to our 
wophet's requeſt is continued. Aland may be laid 


ne WY dcfolate, and its inhabitants led captive by their ene- 
mies into neighbouring countries, from which they 


muy foon return to their native foil. To prevent ex- 
pectations of this fort, this people, who were to be 


iy diperſed and led captive, were to be removed far 
hat away into remote regions and diſtant kingdoms, from 
n Viich they could not entertain the leaſt proſpect of 
and returning home. And that none might imagine that 


this calamity was to be mitigated by its ſhort conti- 


cap 0u2nce, it is added And there be a great forſaking 
o % nidſt af the land; or, a deſolation of long con- 
1 tinuance, which was to be lengthened out, until the 
1ds most populous places of the land about Jeruſalem 


were almoſt totally deſerted. You will obſerve, that 
th 


and every other judgment upon wicked men, whoever 
be the inſtruments that he employs. 'The Aflyrian, 


and afterward the Roman armies, marched into Ju- 
ng: but they were only the ſtaff in his hand, where- 
be ih he beat the men of Judah; and the axe, where- 


* Iſaiah Ixrv. 10, 11. 
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12 And the LorD have removed men far 


c removal of men far away, and their diſperſion, is 
here attributed to the Lord, who ſends deſolation, 
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with he hewed them. We are apt to look no farther 
than ſecond cauſes, and to attribute our perplexity 
and diſtreſs wholly to them; and therefore we are 
taught here, and in many other paſſages of ſcripture, 
that they are under the direction of God, who wound. | 
eth and killeth, who ſendeth war, famine, and peſti. 
lence among men, as the juſt puniſhment of their p 


tranſgreſſions.— Thus we lee that ſpiritual juds. Ne 
ments, and temporal calamities, were the appointed fi 
portion of this people, in conſequence of their obiti. Wl a: 
nate contitiuance in fin: By the ſpiritual judgments p. 


with which they were viſited, their hearts became in. Wi it: 
ſenſible to the evils which befell them, and to thoſe 

which were threatened to be inflicted upon them, ho 
They neither were afraid of their approach, nor en- in 
deavoured to prevent them. By the temporal cala- WW lo 
mities with which they were afllicted, they were ſe pre 
verely puniſhed for their folly : they were inſtruted et 
in the neceſſity of true repentance, and the danger of er, 
tranigreſſion; and are ſet up as beacons, to warn other 

people of thoſe fins which proved their ruin. Behold 
therefore the goodneſs, and ſeverity of God: on them 
which fell, ſeverity z but towards thee, goodnels, i 
thou continue in his goodneſs: otherwiſe thou allo 
ſhalt be cut off. Be not then high-minded, but fear: 
for if God ſpared not the natural branches, take heed 
leſt he alfo ſpare not thee . Though the temporal 
miſeries mentioned in this and the foregoing verle, 
befell the Jews in great meaſure about the time of the 
Babylonith captivity, they experienced them in a fl 
higher degree at the memorable period in which thel 
cities and land were laid deſolate by the Romans, 
when theſe predictions received their completion. 


Many 


12 © But yet in it Hall be a tenth, and . 


ſhall return, and fhall be eaten: as a teil-tree 
and as an oak whoſe ſubſtance 7s in them, whe! 


Hare b 
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cut, 
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* Rom xi. 20, 21, 22. 
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they caſt Heir leaves : ſo the holy ſeed ball be 
the ſubſtance thereof. 


In the firſt part of this verſe, a remarkable circum- 
lance is mentioned, reſpecting the deſolation where- 
with the land of Judea was to be viſited. The 
pallage is ſomewhat obſcure, and differently explain- 
ed by interpreters. The meaning, as I apprehend, is 
imply this: Notwithſtanding the general dilperſion 
and deſtruction of the Jews at the time to which tllis 
prophecy refers, about a tenth part of them ſhould 
till remain, who were to return to their own land, 
and as far as poſſible to their former condition. I heſe, 
however, were to be eaten; that is, as the word ſome- 
times denotes , they were to be devoured and ſwal- 
owed up by their enemies, to whom they became a 


ds 
prey. This ſenſe of the expreſſion correſponds well 
ede the two great events to which it is ſuppoſed to re- 


of WY fir, and by which it was verified. When Nebuchad- 
er 1c22ar carried away great part of this people into 
u captivity, there was yet a tenth remaining in the 


land, the poorer ſort, who were left to be vinc-dreffers 
and huſbandmen under Gedaliah +. The diſperſed 
ſews gathered themſelves together to the governor 
from all quarters, and ſo returned, as here fortold ; 


ed but after the death of Gedaliah, they miſcrably periſh- 
ral ed. When the prediction was atterward more emi- 
re, nently accompliſhed, in the diſſolution of the Jewiſh 


the eeommonwealth, and the utter deſolation of the land, 
far by the deſtruction of about eleven hundred thouſand 
geit cvs, a ſmall reſidue of them was ſtill left. This 


temnant having ſoon greatly multiplied, near half as 
Many of them were not long after flam under the em- 
dcror Adrian. Yet after theſe and other dreadful. 
Xermmations, by which they might be ſaid to 
ie been eaten and devoured, we ſee, with aſtoniſh- 
ment, that the itock ſtill remains, from which God, 


dre Reecl. v. i and Micah 111, 3. f Sec 2 Kings xxv. 12. 22. 
according 
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according to his promiſe, will cauſe his people to 
ſhoot forth again, and to flouriſh.- Another good 
meaning may be given to the words under conſider. 
tion, if the return ſpoken of is underſtood of return 
to God. The prediction will then toretel the conver. 
ſion of ſome few of the Jews, the elcaped of lirael, 
and them that were left in Zion, who, by means of 
the goſpel, were to be turned from lying vanities, 
to the faith and obedience of the Meſſiah, in the 
joylul hope of participating in the ineſtimable ble 
ſings of his great ſalvation. Theſe converts, however, 
were to be eaten and confumed by their ferocious per- 


ſecutors; which was, in fact, the caſe, as we learn 


from the hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles. | 

As a teil-tree, and as an oak, whoſe ſubſtance is in 
them, <when they caſt their leaves. By a well-kiiown 
ſimilitude, the ſubſequent condition of the Jews is here 
repreſented. With the teil-tree, I ſuppoſe, you are 
unacquainted ; and you are likely to continue ſo, for 
there is hardly any thing leſs certain than the Hebrew 
names given in ſcripture to ſeveral kinds of trees and 
plants. The oak, you know, whole ſubſtance is in 


it, though its leaves fall off in the end of harveſt, and 


it appears to wither and die, yea, though it be cut 
down to the ground by the hand of man, yet if the 
ſtock is left, from thence young ſprouts will grow up, 
which, in proceſs of time, will become trees. The 
Jewiſh nation was beautifully repreſented by a tree, 
and with great propriety compared to a ſtately ſpread: 
ing oak. Like a tree, it was firmly rooted and et- 
bliſhed in the earth, ſo that the united efforts of the 
moſt powerful kingdoms could not root them up. 
Like the ſturdy oak, which raiſes its lofty head above 
other trees, and widely extends its branches, it vis 
highly elevated above the empires and ſtates win 
which it was ſurrounded : its power, influence, * 
reputation, reached far and near, and many took {ack 
ter under its ſhadow. This great tree was cut dv 
after it had ſhed its leaves; the ſtock and root beit 


an : 
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left in the ground, like an oak whoſe ſubſtance is in 


it, it ſhall again ſhoot forth, increaſe, and flouriſh. 


The almighty God will yet cauſe rhe root of Jefle to 
ſpring up, and bring forth many righteous branches.— 
Let us admire the kindneſs of God, who, in the midſt 
of deſerved wrath, remembers mercy ; and who, with 
threatenings of deſerved judgments, always mixes 
promiſes of divine conſolation to his faithful people. 
The land of Judea was to be laid waſte, and the cities 
depopulated; and conſequently the ordinances of di- 
vine worthip deſerted : in this proſpect, what ſhall 
ſupport the dejected minds of God's upright ſervants ? 
Shall they, in deep deipondency, take up Balaam's 
parable, and ſay, Who ſhall hve when God doth 
this“? No: though all theſe direful events were 
certainly to happen, yet this people, though cut down, 
ſhall again grow like an oak, or a teil-tree. There is 
hope of this tree; though it be cut down, it will 
ſprout again. | | 

For the holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubſtance thereof. By 
the holy ſeed, may be meant the poſterity of Abra- 
ham, who were allo the children of God, a {ſeed who 


0 * ferve him, who ſhall be accounted to the Lord for 
ut a generation Þ Theſe holy ones, whom God ſet 
ne spart for himſelf, and preſerved from the genera] cor- 
5, ruption, were the ſubſtance of the Jewith nation. 
he WW {icy were to it what the ſap is to the tree; they were 


cc, WH = the falt, which preſerved it from univerſal corrup- 
xl. ton; they were the light, which illuminated the 
da- 071d ; the elect, on whoſe account calamities were 
the WW mtigated, and evil days ſhortened. Such perſons are 


«public mercy, and a general bleſſing. By their ſalu- 
tary counſels, their good examples, and earneit pray- 
eo, they never fail to prove a molt ſubſtantial benefit 
o loctety, being often the happy inſtruments of avert- 
ug judgments, and obtaining deliverances for the na- 


len to which they belong. The ſtrength and ſafety 


» Numb. xxiv. 23. +- Pal; zwi 30. 
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you ought ſeriouſly to conſider. So far as ] am Jet 


have not furniſhed you with ſubjects of controver!y 
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of kingdoms may frequently be aſcribed, under God, 
not ſo much to the wiſdom of ſtateſmen, to the valour 
of ſoldiers, to fortifications upon land or navies at ſea, 
to union at home or allies abroad: as to the more 
powerful influence of thoſe who, in the words before 
ns, are ſaid to be the ſubſtance of the nation.— 05 
by the holy ſeed, the great Meſſiah may be intended, 
who was the illuſtrious perſon promiſed to the pa. 
triarch Abraham, in whom all the families of the earth 


were to be blefled *; and to David, as the fruit of 


£ his body, whom God would ſet upon his throne . 
Moſt juſtly does he merit the character of holy, on 
account of the ſpotleſs purity of his nature, the per- 
fe& innocence of his life, and the unblemiſhed good- 
neſs of his actions. This root and offspring of David 
is the ſubſtance of the Jewiſh nation, to whom al 
their types and figures ultimately referred, from whom 
all the numerous branches of righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe, 
through whom all the promiſes of grace. given them 
ſhall receive their accompliſhment, and by whom all 
the ſaints are preſerved. This holy ſeed may conti. 
nue long undiſcerned among that people, like the lap 
of a tree in winter, which produces no viſible effect; 
but when the time to favour them ſhall come, which 
thall be as life from the dead, they ſhall bud and blo: 
ſom, and fill the face of the earth with fruit. 

Thus far, my friends, through the help of God, ] 
have advanced in my Lectures upon the Prophecies of 
Iſaiah. How I have ſucceeded in this attempt, and 
what benefit you have derived from theſe exerciics, 


tible, I have not amuſed you with empty ſpeculations; 


and debate, nor with weapons for cenſure and abule. 
My ſole aim hath been, to render you wiſer, and ho- 
lier. a and better, that, through patience, and com: fort 
of the ſcriptures, you might have hope. Recollect 


en. 211-3, | + Pſal. cxxxii. 11. 
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how you have received and heard, of what ſins you 
hive been convinced and reproved, in what duties 
you have been inſtructed, againſt what dangers you 
have been warned, with what threatenings you have 
been alarmed, what conſolations you have had admi- 
niſtered, and what grateful acknowledgments you owe 
to the God of your mercies. Refle& what ſenſe you 
have acquired of the holineſs and glory of Jehovah, 
of your own ſinfulneſs, and your need. of the ſalvation 
of jeſus Chriſt, and the ſanctifying grace of the Holy 
Sririt, Humbly entreat that the divine bleſſing may 
accompany what you have already heard, and that we 
may enjoy the divine aſſiſtance and preſence in the 
whole of our progreſs through this ſacred book. Now 
the God of peace who brought again from the dead 
' our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the ſheep, 
through the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work, to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleafing in his 
ght, through Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.“ 


PRELIMI- 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


| WE are now going to conſider the fifth and lift 

part of the diſcourſe contained in the firſt 
twelve chapters of this prophecy ; which is compoſed 
of a variety of excellent matter, that is partly dodri. 
nal, partly prophetical, and partly conſolatory. [: 
may be divided into five ſections, in the following 
manner: The firſt is comprifed in the ſeventh chap. 
ter: the ſecond comprehends the eighth chapter, and 
the firſt ſeven verſes of chapter ninth : the third ex. 
tends from chapter ninth, verſe 7th, to the 5th verſe 
of the tenth chapter: the fourth includes the 5th, and 
following verſes of chapter tenth, to the end; and the 
fifth is contained in the eleventh and twelfth chapters, { 
The firſt of theſe ſections, on which we are now en. | 
tering, deſcribes the future fortunes of the Jewiſh na- of 
tion, as they ſtood connected with the kingdoms cf kal 
Iſrael and Syria. Pekah, king of Iſrael, had entered i ton 


into an unnatural confederacy with Rezin, king of Sy- 


re 

ria, againſt Judah. In the days of Jotham, and in the ; 
beginning of the reign of Ahaz, they united ther . 7! 
forces, and invaded that kingdom with a powerful ar- ie 
my, threatening to dethrone and deſtroy the family Jud: 
of David. The king, and royal family of Juda, u 
ſeized with coniternation on hearing of their hottie M7 
deſigns, inſtead of ſupplicating protection and ſup- 1 
08 


port from the God of their fathers, thought of calling 
in the king of Aſſyria to their aſſiſtance, In this cre 
tical emergency, the Lord of .hoſts was graciouly 
pleaſed to ſend his ſervant Iſaiah to comfort them in 
their perplexity and diſtreſs ; with the aſſurance, that 


he would certainly accomplith his promiſes to Did aus 
and his houſe, and fruſtrate the inimical intentions oH 
the two kings who had conſpired againſt them. Duiba 
The chapter before us, begins with an hiltorica = 
account of the occaſion which gave rife to this pi at h 
: pliec 0nqu 
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phecy, in ver. 1. and 2. Then follows a prediction 


of Prael and Syria againſt Judah, which was to ter- 
minate in their deſtruction; of the certain accom- 
plihment of which, God was to give them a ſign, 
ver. 3—16. From thence to the end of the chapter, 
the deſolating calamities are foretold, which were to 
be inflicted upop the king and people of Judah by the 
Allyrians, whom they hired to their aſſiſtance. 


— 


— 


. 


ND it came to paſs in the days of Ahaz the 
ſon of Jotham, the fon of Uzziah king of 
of Judah, hat Rezin the king of Syria, and Pe- 


14s 
of WY kl: the fon of Remaliah, king of Iſrael, went up 
ed Wi towards Jeruſalem to war againſt it, but could not 


prevail againſt it. 


In theſe words, the event is mentioned which gave 
nle to the following prophecy. The kingdom of 
Judah ſeems to have attained a higher degree of proſpe- 
nty under the reign of Uzziah and Jotham, than at 
ay other period after the revolt of the ten tribes. 
The former of theſe princes had recovered the port 
af Elath, on the Red ſea, from the Edomites : he car- 
ned on wars againſt the Philiſtines, which were crown- 
ed with ſucceſs : he compelled the Ammonites to pay 
bim tribute: he repaired the fortifications of Jeruſa- 
km, and kept up a great and well-diſciplined army. 
qually attentive to the arts of peace, he encouraged 
pgriculture, and the breeding of cattle; he employed 
bubandmen and vine-dreflers. The latter, waiking 
Il the teps of his tather, carried on the improvements 
lat had been begun ; fortified the frontier towns ; 
Mquered the Ammonites, who refuſed to be his tri- 
| 30 butaries. 


— 


of the ill ſucceſs that ſhould attend the expedition 
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butaries, and obliged them to acknowledge their ſub. 
jection. In the following reign, after his ſon Ahaz al. 
cended the throne, all theſe advantages were loſt, and 
the kingdom of Judah was brought to the very brink 
of deſtruction, by means of the league that was form. 
ed between Iſrael and Syria. In an engagement with 
Pekah, he loſt in battle one hundred and twenty 
thouſand men; and the Iſraclites carried away as pri. 


ſoners two hundred thouſand women and children, | 
which were atterward releaſed at the remonſtrance of 


the prophet Oded. Rezin improved the opportunity 
which the diſtreſs of Judah afforded him, of recover: 
ing Elath to Syria, of which they had been deprivel 
by the Jews; and, uniting his forces to thoſe of Pe. 
kah, they laid ſiege to Jeruſalem. In this attempt, 
| however, they failed of ſucceſs; and all their moſt vi. 
gorous efforts were ſo baftled, that they could not pre. 
vail againſt it. This was a remarkable circumſtance, 
worthy of attention. | 
After the time that David, king of lirael, expel. 
led the Jebuſites from this city, and beautified it, to 
be the feat of his empire, often did it fall into the 
hands of its enemies, on account of the wickednel; 
of its inhabitants. When Rehoboam aſcended the 
throne of his fathers, it was taken by Shiſhak, king of 
Egypt, who carried away the treaſures of the temple 
and the royal palace. The reaſon aſſigned for this 
great calamity, as the Lord informed that prince and 
his people, was, Ye have forſaken me, and theretore 
© have I alſo left you in the hands of Shiſhak*. 
Amaziah, king of Judah, having been defeated by the 
army of Iſrael, and taken priſoner, Joaſh entered Je 
ruſalem, and carried away the treaſures which welt 
in the temple and the royal palace. This judgment 
was inflicted becauſe the king of Judah deſerted the 
houſe of God, and bowed himſelf before the gods 
of the children of Seir, and burned incenſe unto 


F- 2 Chron. x11. 5 | , 
© them. 
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© them “.“ Necho, king of Egypt, afterward entered 
ſerufalem, and took Jehoahaz, whom the people of 
ſudah had ſet upon the throne, and carried him into 
Foypt, where he died. This affliction came upon 
him becauſe he was regardleſs of the words of the 
prophet Jeremiah, which were ſpoken by the Lord. 
About 600 years before Chriit, Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, entered the city; in fix years af. 
ter, he returned, and took Jehoiachin captive; and 
again, in little more than three months, he took 
he city, and carried away to Babylon the treaſures 
0 the temple and palace royal; becauſe the king of | 
Juah did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lon f. And when the wrath of the Lord was kin- 
dledagainſt his people until there was no remedy, Ne- | 
buchcinezzar entered the city Jeruſalem, and deſtroy- 0 
ed it, carrying away the inhabitants into a ſeventy 1 
years chtivity. Thus was Jeruſalem attacked at dit- _ 1M 
ferent tines by its powerful enemies, whoſe ſucceſs 1 
ggainſt it's uniformly attributed to the ſins of the 4 
princes anapeople of Judah. And though, in the 
reign of Ahar, idolatry was eſtabliſhed by the com- if 
mand of the Khg throughout Judea, and the ſervice li 
of the temple inermitted, yet, through the tender il 
mercy and torbeara.ce of God, their enemies, who _ | 4 
went up to War agaim Indem could not prevail ' 
\nbly adore the patience of | 
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againſt it. Let us 
God, who does not ſpeedi, execute ſentence againſt 
mens evil works; who waits « be gracious, and there- 
tore oupht to be exalted. | 


2 And it was told the houſe «« David, ſay- R i 
ing, Syria is confederate with Ephrars, And 

bis heart was moved, and the heart of his Pople, 15 
a5 *; trees of the wood are moved with the | 1 
Wind. | i 


1 e o ® : 
2 Obron, xxv. 14. T1 Eſdras i. 28. 2 Chron. xxxvi. . 1 


The 4 


tions againſt the throne and kingdom of Judah. Their 
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nected with Judah, in order to ſubjugate tlat king- 
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The occaſion which gave rife to the following pro. 
phecy is here farther explained. —The alarming neus 
had reached the court of Ahaz of the above-mentioned 
alliance, and the hoſtile deſigns of the confederate na. 


intention in going to war againſt Jeruſalem ſeems to | 
have been, to dethrone Ahaz ; and, in his room, 
to ſet up king over Judah, a ſon of Tabeal, one of 
the family of Fabrimmon. The Hebrew word uſed 
to expreſs the connection formed between the king o 
Iſrael and the king of Syria, intimates, that the of 
kingdom reſted upon the other; and that they firply 
relied upon each other's aſſiſtance, which they ad 
mutually agreed to furniſh. Though this was, vith- 
out doubt, a very ſtrong confederacy, it was - Very 
unnatural league. Pekah, king of Iſrael, thou;h pro- 
feſſedly a worthipper of the true God, and negli) con. 


dom, formed an alliance with Rezin, king of Syria, 


their inveterate enemy, an idolatrous Heanen prince, and 
who reigned in Damaſcus. The houe of David Bi thei 
had often yielded to the ſuperior ce of theſe Bi cap: 
kingdoms, when ſeparately attacke- by them; and Wi torn 
now that they had united their itrength, and in- nin. 
tended to fall upon the Jews, ard to aflault their me. Wed | 
tropolis, they had juſt reaſon ® tear their joint efforts POWE 
would be crowned with ſuceſs. Their timidity, at I pare: 
this time, might be great) increaſed, by the recollec. Upon 
tion of the terrible juꝶ ments to which they had ex- Wi kcice 
poſed themſelves b. their enormous tranſgreſſions. el by 
In theſe dangeror circumſtances, the court of Ahaz, I force, 
and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, were greatly alarm- tremo 
ed, and filed with conſternation and dread, —— ho; 
Woul- you then, my brethren, not be afraid of evil but b 
tidi-Ss, let your hearts be fixed, truſting in the Lord: Sous. 
ip this exerciſe, you may expect to enjoy the molt I ifn, 


agreeable ſerenity of mind, amidit the ill reports 500 t ou 


may hear, and the troubles with which you may be 


#2 
* 
24 


And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, 
a the trees of the wood are moved with the wind. Both 
tince and people, having heard of the intended in- 
vaſion of their country, were ſeized with diſmaying 
fears of the approaching enemy; in conſequence of 
which, a univerſal commotion was viſible through all 
the land ot Judah. The righteous ſhall never be 
moved: he is not afraid of evil tidings : his heart is 
« fixed, truſting in the Lord * :* whereas wicked men 
we terrified at imaginary dangers, and the report of 
threatzning calamities. The apprehenſions of impend- 
ing deſolation ſeem to have {truck the king and people 
of judah with a panic, and to have filled them with 
perplexity and timidity. The effects were, they be- 
eme credulous of the worſt reports that were circu- 
uted, ſuſpicious that matters were worſe than repre- 
ſented; their own weakneſs increaſed ; the power of 
thote from whom they apprehended danger was mags 
hed; the faculties of their minds were enfeebled, 
and rendered unfit for deviſing means of ſafety; and 
their vigour was ſo enervated, that they became in- 
capable of executing ſchemes that might have been 
formed for their relief. This general perturbation of 
mind, ariſing from the above report, is here illuſtrat- 
ed by a beautiful ſimilitude. On account of its 
powerful operation and univerſal influence, it is com- 
pared to the ſtrong effects which the wind produces 
upon the trees of the foreſt, when it blows with vio- 
knee, Perſons of all ranks and conditions were bend- 
e by its mighty influence, and were moved by its 


tremour and conſternation was felt not only by thoſe 
vo were naturally of a weak and tunid diſpoſition, 
but by thoſe alſo who were more ſtout and coura- 
$10us——Deeply ſenſible of the diltrels and danger 


iſt ning from the {tate of mind here deſcribed, let us 
ou t our hearts eſtabliſhed with grace, and diligently 
be | 


„ 
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force, which proved ſuperior to all oppoſition. This 
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beware of thoſe ſinſul practices which give occaſion 
to diſmay and terror in the ſeaſons of alarm. Pari. 
cularly, let us guard againſt ſecurity and preſumption, 
which have often proved fatal to multitudes. Unex. 
pected dangers eaſily ſurpriſe and diſtreſs ; where: 
when known, and looked for, they may either bepre. 
vented in their approach, or we may be provided for 
them againſt the time of their appearance. Proper 
expectation, and ſuitable preparation, will either weak. 
en them, or ſtrengthen us; render them lels capable 
of hurting us, or us more able to ſuſtain them: 
whereas every calamity that finds us indulging in fin 
and ſecurity, will thereby acquire confiderable advan. 
tage over us. | 


3 Then ſaid the Loxp unto Iſaiah, Go fort 


now to meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jaſhub thy 


Crap, VII. 


FFS 


ſon, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool ; 
in the high-way of the fullers field. Wa 
At this critical time, in which the king of Judah * 


and his people were agitated with perplexing fears 
and overwhelmed with dread of the rumoured advance Gl 


of the formidable confederate army of Iſrael and Syn fies 
the Lord orders our prophet to go forth with his lon, WW. ©, 
and meet the king at the place here mentioned. enjo 
In what manner Jehovah delivered this command toy - 
his ſervant, it is unneceſſary curiouſly to inquire: nter 
was ſo given as not to leave him the leaſt room fond 
| hetitation or uncertainty who ſpake to him, or what 4 
he ſaid on this occaſion. Ahaz was one of the mo 35 
wicked princes that ever ſat upon the throne of Juda c 
He was an idolatrous king, who, in the ſeveral cite Upor 
of his dominion, made high places, to burn ice}. e 
to other gods, and provoked to anger the La dent 
God of his fathers. In the time of his diſtreſs, N 
ſtead of acknowledging his tranſgreflions, and Co 
ing to the Lord, he treſpaſſed more and more ag,) bos 


him. His daring impiety, and obſtinate perſeveaud 
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in fin, is thus emphatically deſcribed by the writer of 
the Second Book of Chronicles: This is that king 
„ Ahaz *;' or, as the words in the Hebrew denote, 
He was always Ahaz. Many other princes have, like 
him, wrought wickedneſs, but afterward have repent- 
ed of their crimes, and deſiſted from their evil ways; 
put this King ſignalized himſelf by his continuance in 
fn, and his inflexibility in the practice of the moſt 
cnormous tranſgreſſions. To this notorious finner 
the moit high God was graciouſly pleaſed to ſend a 
condeſcending meſſage, by the prophet Iſaiah, who 
vas accompanied with his fon Shear, jaſnub; whoſe 
name being interpreted, ſignifies, a remnant ſball re- 
urn. The name of this child was prephetic of a very 
remarkable event, which our prophet was now ſent 
o announce to Ahaz and his people. This circum- 
lance points at the propriety of the divine command, 
which required Iſaiah to take with him his ſon, who 
was a pledge of the certain accompliſhment of the pro- 
miſes which his father was about to deliver in the exe- 
cution of his commiſſion. How nobly diſplayed 
we the grace and compaſhon of God, in ſending the 
ollowing meflage to ſuch a wicked prince, and pro- 
ligate people, whom he might juſtly have delivered 
to the will of their enemies! Let us earneſtly ſeek to 
enjoy his favour, who is a preſent help in the time of 
need; and then may we hope to ſecure his merciful 
interpoſition in our behalf, in the ſeaſon of perplexity 3 
and danger. 0 
41 the end of the conduit of the upper pool, in the 
"gh-way of the fullers field. This was the place which 
bod appointed for Iſaiah's interview with king Ahaz. 1 
Upon the top of mount Acra, on which ſtood part of 
the city Jeruſalem, was the fountain of Siloam, an- 
cientiy called Gihon. From this fountain there were: 61 
Wo conduits, for conveying the water into two pools 15 
 1ervoirs; one of which was called the Upper 1 
Pool, or the Pool of Solomon, for whoſe uſe and * 
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* 2 Chron: xxv:1. 22. | 
pleaſure 


ſigned for ſupplying the king's gardens with water, 


EY made a cauſey Or high-way, which paſſod not far 


quiet; fear not, neither be faint-hearted, for the 
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pleaſure it was probably formed; and the other yy; 
called the Lower Pool, the Pool of Siloam, or the 
Pool of Betheida, remarkable for the ſovereign virtue 
of its waters *. The former ſeems to have been de. 


and the latter for the uſe of the citizens of Jeruſalem, 
Near the conduit which ſerved to convey the water 
into the upper pool, was ſituated the field where cloth 
was cleaned and whitened, called on that account the 
Fullers Field. To this place of great retort there 


from the end of the conduit. There the prophet was 
to meet Ahaz; who, at that time, might be viewing 
in what manner the water could be beſt conducted 
for the benefit of the inhabitants, and kept from being 
uſeful to the enemy in caſe of a ſiege. In this cir. 
cumſtance, we have a itriking proof of the toreknow- 
ledge of God, who hath the moſt accurate view of al 
his creatures, and all their actions, whether paſt, pre. du 
ſent, or future. The moſt contingent events are per- Pe. 
fectly foreſeen by him, ro whom all his works are Wi 
known from the beginning. Many inſtances of this Wil © 


occur in ſcripture. Nothing could be more acciden- WW 


tal than the death of Ahab king of Iſrael, who was WW *P* 
killed by an arrow ſhot at a venture in battle; and WW 3: 
yet this circumſtance was foretold, 1 Kings Xx1. 19. 


And in the words before us, God informed Iſaiah oi Tal 
the particular ſpot where he would meet the king, 0 
and have an opportunity of delivering to him the es 
meſſage with which he was intruſted. Such know. bun 
ledge is too wonderful for us; it is high, we cannot 8 ''c 
attain to it. Let us humbly adore, and love, and ſerve Bites 
him, who poſſeſſeth it in full perfection, and emploi hear 
it for the benefit of his people. 14. 

ar, 


4 And ſay unto him, Take heed, and be to 


* Sce Nehem. iii. 15. and John is. 7. 
| two 
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two tails of theſe ſmoking fire-brands, for the 
gerce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the ſon 
of Remaliah. 


In this and the following verſes, to the end of the 
chapter, the prophet records the comfortable meſſage 
he received from God to carry to Ahaz; in narrat- 
ing which, he blends together the orders that were 
giren him, and his execution of them, to prevent re- 
petitions. It begins with a neceſſary caution, which 
you will. do well to conſider as addreſſed to your- 
ſelves: Take heed. The Hebrew word ſignifies, to 
prevent or keep off any evil with which we are threat- 
ened. The direction ought to extend to all that we 
do; for not one duty can be rightly performed with- 
out diligent attention. and it is no leſs incumbent up- 
on us than upon the king and people of Judah. It is a 


duced to practice at all times, eſpecially in ſeaſons of 
perplexity and diſtreſs, ſuch as that was wherein Ahaz 


cl . . . 5 . 1 7 

re and his ſubjects received this admonition. Take heed 
his e pour hearts, and keep them with all diligence, for 
5 out of them are the iſſues of life: attend to the ſecret 


operations of your minds, and the objects on which 
your affections terminate, that vou may perceive whe- 


Take heed to your tongue, that vou fin not with your 
mouth: conſider wiſely what you ſay, to whom vou 
beak, and to what purpoſe, eſpecially when your 
ow- BY 3116s are fretted, and when you feel yourſelves under 
not e inituence of timidity and diſappointment. Take 


Ne bed to your ſenſes, particularly to what vou ſee and 


ov car; for theſe are the avenues by which {in and va- 
| nity, or wiſdom and inſtruction, enter into the heart. 
lake heed to your actions, what vou do, and how 
zou att, and for what purpoſe vou are employed, that 
fou may happily avoid the many ſins and dangers to 
ch you are expoſed, and attain the great ends 
vaich you ought uniformly to purſue.— And be 

| 3D | QuUItts 


neceſlary and uſeful caution, which ought to be re- 


ther or not they are properly moderated and directed. 
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quiet. The mind of Ahaz, and the minds of his 
people, were at this time greatly agitated, by the con- 
ſideration of the perilous circumitances to which they 
found themſelves reduced. They were all in commo. 
tion, like the trees of the wood when moved by the 
wind. This wicked prince who now filled the throne 
of Judah, muſt have been like the troubled ſea, when 
it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt, 
Such notorious ſinners as were now in Zion had many 
grounds of diſquietude. In this {tate of perturba- 
tion and anxicty, they are directed to divelt themſelves 
of thoſe diſtracting thoughts which aroſe from the 
dreaded approach of their enemies, to lay aſide their 
diſtruſtful lolicitude, and not vex themſelves in vain, 
They were allo required to poflets a calm, com- 
poled, recollected ſtate of mind; to trult in the Lord, 
and then they would be quiet from fear of evil.— WMW.. 
Some truit in chariots, and ſome in horſes, in the Wi c; 
numbers, the diſcipline, and valour of their armies: Wi ;,; 
do you, my friends, remember the name of the Lord Wl ne 
your God; then may you find, as in former times, Wi ;;. 
that when they are brought down and fallen, you WM ne 
ſhall riſe and ſtand upright “.' 
Fear not, neither be faint-hearted. Fear is a ns- 
tural paſſion, which ariſes in the mind of man on 
the view of threatened, expected calamities, and i 
inſeparable from human nature in its preſent tate, 
Though people are naturally in ſome meaſure atraid 


ai the proſpect of danger, and ought to ule cvery Bl. 
lawful expedient to eſcape the evils that are dread- Ef 
ed, this paſſion becomes ſinful and diſtreſſing, when WM ful 
it depreſſes the ſpirits, and leads to deſpair of de. ,,, 
liverance. To this ſinful extreme did the fear of the 55 
Ilraelites proceed, when they ſaw the Egyptians in Lr 


their rear, and the Red ſea in their front, as you read 


in the fourteenth chapter of Exodus. The king of Jus 


dah, and his ſubjects, felt at this time the influence 0i 


* Plat. .3x- 7, . 


ſuch 
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prophet, here diſſuades them. He does. not admoniſh 
them to become ſecure and inſenſible of danger, and 
to be wholly devoid of moderate fear on this alarming 
occaltion, which might render them cautious and cir- 
cumſpect, and attentive to the means of preſervation 
and fatety; much leſs to lay aſide the fear of the 
Lord, which is the trueſt wiſdom. The good effects 


conduct of Noah, who, being thereby moved, prepar- 
ed an ark, to the ſaving of his houſe; and in the 
[raclites who feared the Lord, when, at the approach 
of divine judgments, they made their ſervants and 
cattle Hee into the houſes. It was certainly the duty 
of Ahaz, to take every proper precaution in order to 
woid the danger he ſo much dreaded. The fear 
azaintt which the king and people of Judah are here 
cautioned, is of that kind which is accompanied with 
torment, which proceeds from infidelity, overwhelms 
the mind with terror, and which ſo diſturbs and dil- 
racts it as to diſable from the right uſe of the 
means of dehverance, and the faithful performance of 
duty. This fear of man, this faint-heartedneſs, they 
we required to lay aſide, as it might prove exceeding. 
ly burttul to them in their prefent dangerous condi- 
on. his ſalutary advice I addreſs to you, my 
brethren, Fear not, neither be faint-hearted, in the 
proſpect of the greateſt dangers of which you may be 
wprenenhve: your * Redeemer is mighty; the Lord 
' of hoſts is his name. The Lord preſerveth the faith. 
'tul. Be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen 
your heart, all ye that hope in the Lord “.“ 
r the tæbo tails of theſe ſmoking fire-brands, for the 
fer anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the jon of Re- 
a To banith effectually from the minds of Ahaz 
ad his people, thoſe diſmaying fears againſt which 
ter were cautioned, the prophet ſubjoins a molt con- 


* Pal. xxxi. 23, 24. 
temptible 


ach exceſſive diſtracting fear, from whieh God, by the 


| of a holy, well- regulated fear, are conſpicuous in the 
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temptible repreſentation of the enemies whom they ſo 
much dreaded. The confederate princes of Syria and 
Iſrael are compared to two fire-brands, or pieces of 
burning wood, which for a little make a great blaze, 
and are quickly extinguiſhed, fo that both their heat 
and flame are ſoon over. Though when beheld at à 
diſtance, by perſons who are frighted, eſpecially in a 
dark night, they appear at firſt ſight very formidable, 
yet in reality they have little hurtful or terrible in 
them. What! might the terrified prince ſay, not fear, 
when ſuch powerful enemies are coming to invade the 
kingdom: they will conſume all before them, like 
the flame of devouring fire. No, faith Ifaiah : they 
reſemble only the two tails of ſmoking fire. brands, 
whole flame ſoon dies, after which they ſmoke for a 
ſhort time, and then are at an end. In them you have 
a ſignificant repreſentation of Rezin and Pekah. [n 
a the former year, their fierce anger had been kindled 
= againit Judah, and for ſome time raged with vio- U 
lence; now it was nearly extinguiſhed, and little WW m. 
more remained than ſmoke. You may obſerve, that WIũ 
theſe princes are compared not to burning fire- brand, do. 


—IS 


r 


. MT =Y 


1 but to the tails of thoſe which are ſmoking, and nearly ins 
if | conſumed ; which exhibits them in a very diminutive tho 
If point of view, as incapable of doing much hurt, and anc 
5 therefore not the proper objects of terror. Their heat the 
| and itrengih were almoſt ſpent ; their rage and fur thei 
1 were ſoon to abate; and therefore their hoſtile de-W Thc 
1 ſigns were not greatly to be dreaded, —How ing qua 
1 nificant and contemptible are the objects of Which ing 
Wh. we are ſometimes afraid, if properly confidered. WW pow 
[| they are no more to be feared than bits of bun- pes 
"Fl ing wood, that are moſtly conſumed. To chech and 
0 this timidity, let us view things in the true [11108 cour 
(ki in which they are repreſented in ſcripture; aul the | 


exerciſe conitant dependence upon the kind procl 
dence and faithful promiſes of God, who diſappolnth 
4 the deſigns of the crafty, and works glorious delve 


ance for thoſe who put their truſt in him. Let uf 
| oY 
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not be greatly dejected, nor deſpair, in the moſt dan- 
gerous circumſtances, of his gracious interpoſition, 
who hath delivered, and will deliver his people from 
all evil. 


5 Becauſe Syria, Ephraim, and, the ſon of 
Remaliah have taken evil counſel againſt thee, 
ſaying, 

6 Let us go up againſt Judah, and vex it, 
and let us make a breach therein for us, and ſer 
a king in the midſt of it, even the ſon of 7 abeal. 


The provhet here informs the king of Judah, that 


= adverſe con! els; and ecret machinations of the 
onfederate princess, notwithittanding he cautioned 
ba againſt dimaving tears. He well knew, that 
the Sy-1ans and Ephraimi'cs (with the king, who in 
way of contempt teems to be called the Son of Re- 
maliah) were undertaking an expedition againſt Judah, 
with the miſchievous deſign of overturning that king- 
dom, of dethroning Ahaz, and in his room elevat- 
nz to the government the ſon of Tabeal. He had 
the belt information, that the project which Rezin 
and Pekah had formed, to the execution of which 
they mutually encouraged each other, was, to march 
their forces, when united, into the land of Judah. 
Though they ſeem not to have had any jult cauſe of 
quarrel with Ahaz, or any ſufficient reaſon for carry- 
ing war into his dominions, yet, confident of their 
toner to conquer Judea, and not heſitating with re- 
ſpect to their Jucceſs, they reſolved, to gratify their 
ambition and other turbulent paiſions, to invade that 
country, and diſtreſs its inhabitants. That they might 
the more ſucceſsfully accompliſh rhe hoſtile deſigns 
hey had in view, they determined, if poſſible, to 
mike a breach in the defence of the Jewiſh e npire; 
, as the original word may fignify, Let us make a 
Grid don therein for us, or, in other words, Divide the 
kingdom 
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he was perfectly acquainted with the cauſeleſs anger, 
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Plans are often formed for execution which the Moſt 


exemplified in the inſtance before us. When highly 
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the aſſociated princes againſt Judah, to vex that ne 
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kingdom between us. So certain did theſe adverſe 
powers apprehend they were of victory in their in. 
tended expedition, that they had planned the diviſſon 
of the country before they entered it; and determi. 
ed on the very perſon whom they were to inveſt 
with regal authority, who was to act as vice-roy, 
The ſon of Tabeal, who was nominated to this high 
office, not being mentioned in any other place of 
ſcripture that I recollect, I preſume not to affirm any 
thing concerning him; but ſuppoſe that he was a 
branch of the royal family and houſe of Tabrimmon, 
the father of Benhadad, king of Syria.——Men may 
propoſe, but God diſpoſeth of all perſons and events. 


High fruſtrateth, and bringeth to nothing, as we ſee 


provoked by the pride, the preſumption, the avarice, 
and other ſins of a nation, he permits them to run 
into ruin. Deſtitute of public ſpirit, and wiſe coun- 
ſel, they become teeble, entangled by dithculties from 
which they cannot extricate themſelves ; dangers are 
not foreleen, opportunities are neglected, and their 
plans of operation are diſconcerted. 


7 Thus faith the Lord Gop, It ſhall not and 
ſtand, neither ihall it come to paſs. | 


Ahaz, and the people of Judah, are here informed 
of the grounds upon which was founded the encourag- 
ing exhortation, * Fear not, neither be faint-hearted, 
notwithſtanding the combined efforts of their nume. 
rous enemies.——-Thwus ſaith the Lord God, to whole 
power all things are ſubject, by whote wiſdom they 
are directed, who does according to his pleafure | 
the armies of heaven and among the inhabitants 0 
this earth, and who always exerciſes the moſt tender 
care ot his peculiar people. It ſhall not tand, 2 
ther ſball it come to paſs : the evil counſel devited / 


ton, 
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tion, and to make a breach in its defence; to dethrone 
their king, and to ſet up another in his room. Theſe 
events, which they were intent, if poſſivle, to bring 
out, the Almighty here declares, they ſhould not 
be able to effectuate by all their united exertions. 
Thus were they to be made to know, that the Moſt 
High ruleth among men, and giveth the Kingdoms 
of the earth to whomſoever he pleaſeth. This evil 
counſel, though the reſult of much ingenious contriv- 
ance and ſerious deliberation, was to be wholly over- 
turned, and never carried into execution. It is the 
clorious work of God to defeat the pernicious delibe- 
rations of wicked men, to prevent them from doing 
what they would do, and to bring to paſs what they 
endeavour with all their might to oppoſe. How many 
riible demonſtrations hath he given, in all ages, of 
this remarkable truth ! Pharaoh, king of Egypt, fram- 
ed evil counſel againſt the children of Iſrael ; but it 
could not ſtand. Haman, the Agagite, deviſed evil 
gal inſt the Jews, intending no leſs than their deſtruc- 
ton; in which he was totally diſappointed, through a 
remarkable interpoſition of providence. Herod con- 
tired a wicked plot in order to deſtroy the child Je- 
lus; but he could not perform his enterpriſe. Rezin 
and Pekah took countel againſt Judah; but it was 
fruſtrated. The Lord had them in deriſion; and none 
of theſe men of might found their hands able to exe- 
cute the deſigns they had framed. In theſe and innu- 
merable athey initances, the Lord bringeth the coun- 
el of the Heathen to nought: he maketh the devices 
et the people of none eleck *. 5 


3 For the head of Syria zs Damaſcus, and the 
bead of Damaſcus 7s Rezin ; and within three- 
ore and five years ſhall Ephraim be broken, 
Mat it be not a people. 


* Pal. XXX111. 10. 
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L broken, that it be no more a people.“ So be it. The 
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9 And the head of Ephraim 7s Samaria, and 
the head of Samaria zs Remaliahs ſon. If ve 
will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eſtabliſhed, 


The moſt explicit aſſurance is here given. that the 
hoſtile deſigns of the confederate princes ſhould be 
diſappointed; that the danger which was ſo much 
dreaded ſhould be averted; and that the deliverance 
of Judah was to be followed by the overthrow of 
Iſrael ——The Almighty would reſtrain both king. 
doms that were united in league, within the bounds he 
had ſet them. The learned Biſhop of London ſuppoſes, 
that the order of thele verſes hath been diſturbed byz 
tranſpoſition, through miſtake of ſome copieſt. The 
order, he ſays, as it now ſtands, is prepoſterous, the 
deſtruction of Ephraim being firſt denounced, and 
then their grandeur is ſet forth; whereas natural) 
the deſcription of their grandeur ſhould precede that 
of their deſtruction. He obſerves, the arrangement df 
the whole ſentence ſeems originally to have been thus: ++ 
« 'Though the head of Syria be Damalcus, and the head m 
* of Damaſcus Rezin, and the head of Ephraim be Sa g. 
© maria, and the head of Samaria Remaliah's ſon; yet l. 
« within threeſcore and five years Ephraim ſhall be 


conjecture ſeems worthy of being adored. Damaſcus 


was the chief city of Syria, and Rezi reigned in D. ba 
maſcus over Syria. Samaria was ne metropolis ct anc 
Ephraim, and the fon of Remalia}. reigned in Sama bee 
ria over Ephraim. In this ſtate theſe two confederate , tha 
nations were to remain: their territories were not t of! 
be enlarged by their union and expedition againſt u the 
dah: notwithſtanding all their efforts, it was to col as { 
tinue an independent Kingdom. The daring proc to | 
formed by theie princes, of letting up the ion of 14 Was 
beal to be their vice-roy, was to be baffled; and Ju dec 
dah was to be governed by its own kings, until obi 
loh, the promiſed Meſſiah, did appear. This was 10 : 
unalterable decree of that God who worketh all in al 120 


all 


who ſets the boundaries of mens habitations, and 
who exactly fulfilled his purpoſe in its ſeaſon. 

And within threeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim 
be broken, that it be not a people. Ephraim was ori- 
ginally the name which the patriarch Joſeph gave to 
his ſecond on“: atterwards it was transferred to one 
of the tribes of Hrael. It was alſo the name of a moun- 
tan which belonged to the inheritance of the children 
of ſoſeph, and remarkable for being the burying-place 
of Joſhua . In following ages, there was a city called 
Ephraim, into which we are informed Jeſus Chriſt 
entered, and there continued with his diſciples f. Not 
only was this name given to the poſterity of Ephraim, 
the ſon of Jo". ph, but this tribe being the moſt nu- 
merous and powerful of all the tribes of Iſrael, and the 
tribe to which their firſt king belonged, who governed 
them after their revolt trom Judah, the name is often 
uſed to ſignify the whole ten tribes of Iſrael; and in 
this extenſive ſenſe it is doubtleſs to be underſtood in 
the prediction before us. Commentators have been 
much embarraſſed in explaining the chronological dif- 
ficulty which occurs here. If this prophecy was de- 
lvered about the beginning of the reign of Ahaz, as 
ſeems highly probable, it was exactly ſixty-five years 
from the ſecond year after he aſcended the throne to the 
total depopulation of the kingdom of Ifrael by Ezar- 
haddon, who planted the country with new inhabitants, 
and carried away the remaingof the ten tribes which had 
been left by Tiglath-pileſer and Shalmanezer. Until 
tha! period the land of Iſrael was not wholly diveſted 
of its inhabitants, as appears from jeveral paſſages of 
the hitory of Haiah, in which Iſraelites are mentioned 
as [till remaining in the country ||. Ephraim then ceaſed 
to be a people; the ſtate was d:Jolved ; the kingdom 
was deltroyed. To prevent, however, the land from 
becoming entirely deſolate, people were tranſported 


Gen. xli. 52. Judges ii. 9. I john xi. 54. 
2 Chron, Xxx iv. 6, 7. 33. 
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from Babylon, from Cutha, from Ava, from Hamath, 
and Sepharvaim, to dwell in the cities of Samaria, n 
Thus were brought to ruin, from which they never al 
recovered, the ten tribes of Iſrael, called Ephraim, m 
Thoſe of them who were carried away captive, a few ti 
excepted, who joined themſelves to the Jews, foon de 
adopted the idolatrous cuſtoms of the nations among da 
which they dwelt; and, after ſome time, lofing their | wh 
name, their language, and religious rites, were totally me 
abſorbed by other kingdoms. Thus ended the king- the 
dom of Iſrael, according to this prediction, ſixty- five the 
vears after it was delivered by our prophet, which dui! 
may be calculated in the following manner: and 
3 ; 3 blit 
Ahaz reigned, after the time in which Xaiah received = 
this meſſage from God, - - 14 hy 
Hezckiah reigned — 3 | 7 112 
Manaffeh, prior to the accompliſhment 1 
of this prophecy, 3” - Pp 
In all 65 years, AN 
The exact fulfilment of this prediction, by the de- Wor 
ſtruction of the kingdom of Iſrael, forms a very me- Way: 
morable and awful event, which proclaims the tolly, com 
wickedneſs, and ingratitude of that people; and an- oper 
nounces, in the moſt ſolemn manner, the righteout- and 
neſs and vengeance of almighty God. It inſtructs the prom 
inhabitants of the world to learn righteouinels: it de- lake 
monſtrates the perverlity of mankind ; and calls loud- le 
ly to us to repent of our fins, and return to the Lord, tp 
whom we have greatly provoked to caſt us off, and 45 
to deal with us as with Ifrael of old. Let us hearken wy 
to the admonition, and without delay obey the call. clict 
If ye will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be fabled Iii 
o believe, is to give credit to the teſtimony of thole | ad 
in whoſe knowledge and veracity we ſately r Ta 
ide, firmly perſuaded of the truth of what Is related. 1 
In this ſenſe the word is uſed in common language, 5 5 


. d OS * . | . - he 
in many paſlages of ſcripture, and particularly in ” 
words 
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words before us. Of this belief the prophet inti- 
mates, by this declaration, that he ſuſpected Ahaz 
and his people were not poſſeſſed; of which their ti- 
midity, on hearing the report of the warlike expedi- 
tion of the confederate kings, afforded ſtrong evi- 
dence. They truſted for aſſiſtance, in the ſeaſon of 
danger, to the king of Aſſyria; and not to that God 
who had often delivered their fathers when 1n the ut- 
molt perplexity and diſtreis, and who had diſſuaded 
them from unneceflary anxiety and dejection. Ifaiah, 

therefore, obſerving the effects of their incredulity and 
difruſt, concludes his meſſage with this explicit aſſur- 
ance, If ye will not believe, ſurely ye ſhall not be eſta- 
bliſhed. If ye will not give credit to the word of God, 

nor place your truſt in his omnipotence and fidelity, 
but in an arm of fleſh, neither your church nor ſtate 
hail long continue in a firm and ſettled condition, 

but ſhall fall into ruin, and be aboliſhed, This de- 
caration places faith in the divine teſtimony in a moſt 
important light, meriting the moſt ſerious attention. 

A firm belief, and unſuſpecting confidence in the 
word of God, 18 the only way by which the troubled, 

wavering minds of men can arrive at ſerenity and 
compoſure, and enjoy true ſupport and ſtability. It 
operates by quiet ſubmilion to the will of the Lord, 

aud patient waiting for the accompiiſhment of his 
promites, whilſt it teaches to counterbalance preſent 
ſul ilerings with future hopes, It excites to the exer- 

eile of humility; it cheriſhes godly forrow for ſin; 
It iuvigorates divine love; it leads to victory Over 
this preſent evil world; and, in this manner, conveys 
cal eltabliſhment and tranquillity to the heart. Un- 
belief pulls up the anchor which ought to preſerve the 
nnd firm and ſteady amidit the fuctuarin;: uncertain- 
lies of this life, and the riſing billows of affliction n; in 
eee of which, it is in continual danger of 
bang agitated and dittreiled by every ſtorm of adver- 

an waereas by believing the r.cord of God, we ac- 


count him able and faithful who hath promiſed ; We 
trutt 
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truſt that he will do as he hath ſaid, and that he wil 
certainly perform all the engagements he hath been 
pleaſed to come under for the benefit of his people, — 
Would you experience that deſirable ſtability which 
ariſ-s from believing the teſtimony of God, endez- 
vour to know the certainty of thoſe things where. 
in you have been inſtructed, to underſtand what you 
ought to believe, and the ſure foundation upon which 
your faith ought to reſt, that it ſtand not in the wil. 
dom of man, but in the power of God. I conclude 
this article with the good advice which pious king 
Jehoſhaphat delivered to his army, when going forth 
to battle: © Believe in the Lord your God, 1o ſhall 
* you be eſtabliſhed ; believe his prophets, ſo ſhall ye 
« proſper *, t og, | 


10 J Moreover, the LorD ſpake again unto 
Ahaz, ſaying, | | | 
11 Aſk thee a ſign of the Lorp thy God, . th 


- t — 0 . - 0 
aſk it either in the depth, or in the height above. n 
. ; 8 


To remove every pretext for incredulity that might Pre 
have been alledged, and to confirm the faith of Ahaz WM ood 
and that of his ſubjects, our prophet is employed by whatt 
Jehovah, to require of the king of Judah to aſk of him ſte fig 
a fign.——In ſcripture- language, God is ſaid to ſpeak | prophe 
whatever he commands his ſervants to deliver in his a to 7 
name, or infpires them by his Spirit to communicate one ( 
to others for their inſtruction. In this ſenſe we un- and hi, 
derſtand 2 Chron. xxxtii. 10. where we are informed, electu⸗ 
that the Lord ſpake to Manafſeh, and to his people, > h 
but they would not hearken; and in like manner ws 3p 
explain the words before us. The Lord ſpake now "8 lay 
to Ahaz, as he did formerly, by the miniſtry of Iſaiah, pe 
laying, 5 = 

"if thee a ſign of the Lord thy God, Signs are mel is m 


tioned in various ſenſes in ſcripture. Sometimes they 


a 


* 2 Chron. xx. 20. 


denote 
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denote things obvious- to the ſenſes, that either of 
themſelves, of divine inſtitution, or human appoint» 
ment, ſerve to reprelent or remind men of ſomewhat 
diferent from themielves. In this view, the rainbow 
js called a gn or token ct the covenant into which 
God entered with Noah *. The luminaries of heaven 
are called ſigns 3 becauſe, by their appearance, mo- 
tons, and revolutions, they not only announce the 
glory of God, but, by their ſituations, conjunctions, 
and eclipics, they indicate the ſcaſons, the ſtate of the 
weather, and other circumſtances. At other times, 
they are uſed to ſignify wonders or miracles ; ſenſible 
fects ſurpaſſing the power of natural cauſes to pro- 
duce, or tome extraordinary phenomena which cans 
not otherwiſe be explained than by attributing them 
to the omnipotence of Jehovah. In this ſenſe, the 
royal plalmilt acknowledges, that Iſrael remembered 
not the ſigns and the wonders wrought among them 
in the land of Ham . Signs of this ſort, are certain 
demonſtrations of the power and preſence of the Al- 
mighty; and have been performed, for the molt part, 
o prove, that thoſe who wrought them were ſent of 
, WI 6God to reveal his will to men, and that therefore 
| Whvbat they delivered was inconteſtably true. Such were 
ne figns and miracles wrought by Moſes and the other 
prophets, and ſuch was the ſign that Ahaz was requir- 
ed to aſk of the Lord his God. The Moſt High, who 
aone doth wonders, could eaſily have given the king, 
ad his people, ſuch a ſign or miracle as would have 
tleCtually atteſted the truth of the meſſage he autho- 
Nzed his ſervant to deliver, though it had not been 
aked, The prince, however, is deſired to requeſt 
tis favour of the Lord, that, in this manner, he 
Might publicly acknowledge his dependence upon the 
bod of lirael, and expreſs his agreeable expectation 
i his merciful protection. | 


Gen. ix. 12, 13. + Pal, cv. 27. and cri. 21. 


Though | 
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Though Ahaz is directed to aſk for himſelf a fien, WW . 


to remove his infidelity and diſtruſt, and to excite 5 
hope and confidence in God, we muſt not ſuppoſs 2 
that his people were to be excluded from receiving 
benefit from it. The court and ſubjects of Judah N. 
were informed, with the prince, that unleſs they he. bh 
lieved, they could not be eſtabliſhed: and though thi; * 
declaration could not be broken or reverſed, there 5 
was great danger of their diſbelieving the word of the bei 
Lord; and therefore a ſign was offered, whoſe bene. mic 
fit might extend to the whole body of the people, to the 
encourage their faith in the aſſurance they had receiv. | pol 
ed. Though Ahaz was a man of a very wicked n 


and profligate character, he is deſired to aik a ſign o wha 
the Lord his God. To juſtify this expreſſion, we in t 
ought to recollect, that the king and his ſubjects were cart! 
the poſterity of Abraham, to whom Jehovah had pro. nt 
miſed, that he would be a God to him, and to hi Will 


offspring; and that this prince was one of the family be re 
of David, to whom God had declared, Thine houſe Hife. 
and thy kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed before thee for WM :nc< 
© ever*.* In the full ſenſe of the words, Jehovah was hure 


the God of Jeſus Chriſt, who is called, by way of WM che 
eminence, the feed of Abraham, in whom all the f- land 
milies of the earth are blefled with ſome advantages, WM «© co 
and through whom ſome of all nations enjoy ſpiritu tie d. 
bleſſings; in virtue of which, God is called their God. ucte 
The words, when addrefted to Ahaz, muſt be under WM hare 
ſtood with ſome limitation. Though his grandfather darch. 
and father, who were kings of Judah, feem to have knt m 
been children of the promiſe, at this time he was al 
impious young man, addicted to the mott enormous 


+ 
1 


Inte 
Or thix 


crimes. Deſcended, however, from great and Joo 10 171 
prog-nitors, elevated to the throne which they haiiteiren 
lied, reigning over a kingdom compoſed of the ww 
telling people of God, who had not formally 1 condeſc 
nounced their ſubjection to the Lord, the prophet 1c o mak; 

| ME dine 


(U 


* 2 Sam. vii. 16. 
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minds Ahaz of his relation to the true God, who, by 
this meſſage, diſplayed toward him the moſt admir- 
able condeſcenſion. 0 

Ahk it either in the depth, or in the height above. 
No reſtriction is laid upon the prince, reſpecting 
either the place, or element, in which he might re- 
queſt the fign offered him to be performed. To give 
lim the more convincing evidence of the prophet's 
being ſent from God, that every plea for unbelief 
might be taken away, and that the King might have 
the faireſt opportunity of diſplaying the diſpoſitions he 
polſeſſed, he is left entirely at liberty to pitch upon 
whatever ſign he pleaſed, and to aſk it to be done in 
whatever place he chooſed. Ak it, ſaid Iſaiah, either 
in the depth, in the earth, or in the waters under the 
carth; or in the heavens above, in the firmament, or 
in the luminaries whereby the world is enlightened, 
Will you have the earth to be moved, the rocks to 
be rent, the waters to be dried up, the dead to be 
nifed, or the face of the earth to aſſume an appear- 
ce different from the ſeaſon of the year? Will you 
have ſome aſtomiſhing wonder done upon the bealts 
of the field, or the birds of the air? or, Shall the fun 
and ſtill in his courſe, or go backward; be eclipſed, 
dr covered with darkneſs? Aſk of him who calleth 
tie things that are not as though they were, ſome of 
deve ſigns; and, in confirmation of the meffage I 
lave delivered to you from God, it ſhall imme- 
lately be done. The God whom I ſerve, and who 
ent me with the ſolemn affurance 1 have repeated, is 
Minitely able to do beyond what you can either aſk 
or thing, Retule not to accept the generous offer 
now made you by him who ſpeaketh to you from 
teaven: aſk and you ſhall receive, that your faith 
my be ſtrong. How admuable the grace. and 
Wndeſeenſion of the moſt high God, in vouchſafing 
0 make this generous offer to a wicked, ſuperſtitious 
pitce, to remove his incredulity reſpecting the meſ- 
Ye ont him by the prophet! How glorious the om- 


1 PONCE 
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nipotence of Jehovah, for whom all things are pol. 
fible; who is always able to perform what he de. 
clares, to conter what he promiſeth, and to inflid 
what he threateneth | Take heed, then, leit there he 


in any of you an evil heart of unbehet, in departing c 
from the living God“. ; 
12 But Ahaz ſaid, I will not aſk, neither wil : 
I tempt the LORD. of 
Theſe words contain the perverſe anſwer which the E 
king of Judah returned to the very condeſcending 
offer he received. It reſembles the þaughty reply of "% 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to the juſt demand that Mo- = 
. ſes made upon him in the name of God, to let his [ 
people go, that they might ſerve him. Who is the WW z; 
Lord, ſaid that proud monarch, that I ſhould obe obe. 
him? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Iſrae Mer 
go. The Almighty had graciouſly promiſed protec Will by h 
tion and ſafety, in the time of danger, to Ahaz and 4 
his people, from their numerous powerful enemie, d e. 
who were about to march againſt them; and, as au c 
evidence of the certainty of this extraordinary, une. Ente. 
pected event, God was pleaſed to offer a ſign, for the -:- 
conviction of the prince and his ſubjects, which he to hi 
obſtinately refuſed to accept. By this perverſe con... | 
duct, be publicly avowed his impiety, and united re As 0 
bellion to ingratitude. How obſtinate and pete ad 
a creature is man! A crown, a ſceptre, and a king her. 
dom, cannot change his nature; nor do his oblig , which 
tions to God for his elevation to royal dignity, ehech dis Þ 
the perverlity of his diſpoſitions. Royalty, which ail ,; Go, 
lows a man to act without control, affords him oppor e g. 
tunity of diſcovering his real temper. Perſons in th they in 
lower ranks of life, may be influenced by timicity, c donde 
the example of their ſuperiors, and act with the vie gratify 


of aggrandizing themſelves in their favour; but" 


* Heb. iii. 12. , 
Vil 
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who preſides over a kingdom, acts without reſtraint. 
jn this exalted ſtation, we behold human nature in its 
true light, undiſguiſed by falſe colouring, acting 
agreeably to the dictates of a mind unfettered, un- 
awed, and perfectly free from the fear of man. If we 
form an eſtimate of the human character upon the 
hiltory of the kings of Iſrael and Judah recorded in 
cripture, it muſt be highly unfavourable to mankind. 
Though laid under peculiar obligations to the ſervice 


of God, and the practice of goodneſs, we ſee united 


in their conduct, the moſt daring wickedneſs, at- 
tended with contumacy in a high degree. 

Neither «ill I tempt the Lord. By this expreſſion 
de king of Judah, recollecting the prohibition writ- 
een in the divine law, Thou ſhalt not tempt the 

© Lord thy God *,“ ſeems to have intended to juſtify 


"WH is conduct. What a ſtrange abuſe of words, to call 


obedience to a plain command of God, tempting him ! 
Men tempt the Lord in two different ways. Either 
by heedleſsly ruſhing into known hazardous and dan- 
gerous circumſtances, from which they cannot expect 
to extricate themſelves, whilſt they pretend to truſt in 
God for deliverance. Such was the temptation pre- 
lented by Satan to our blefled Saviour, to caſt him- 
elf down from the pinnacle of the temple, ſuggeſting 
to him a promiſe of divine protection and ſafety. Or 
when diſſatisfied with the means which they poſ- 
ls of acquiring the knowledge of truth and duty, 
and of ſupplying their neceſſities, they require far- 
ther extraordinary means of conviction and relief, 
winch they have no right to demand or expect. In 
this manner, the unbelieving Jews tempted the Son 
of God whilſt he tabernacled upon earth. After all 
tne {tupendous wonders he wrought among them, 
they inſolently defired him to perform more ſigns and 
Toncers; and becauſe the wiſdom of God refuſed to 
gay them, they obſtinately perſiited in rejecting 


* Deut. vi. 16. 


3 him. 
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him. In neither of theſe ways could Ahaz have 
tempted the Lord, by aſking of him a ſign, after he 
was fully authorized to mention what fort of ſign 
would be moſt acceptable and ſatisfactory. The ex. 
cuſe was only a frivolous pretext, by which he fool. 
ifhly declined to obey the divine command. There 


were, however, probably, other reaſons which deter. KI 
mined him not to aſk any ſign from God. By com. . 
plying with the prophet's requiſition, he would have fi 
been obliged to abandon his project of calling into Jul 
his aſſiſtance the king of Aſſy ria, and to have repoſed lar 
his confidence upon the Lord alone, whom, in his Ao 
pride and wickedneſs, he had contemned. Every the 
unbelieving, diſobedient tranigreflor is an Ahaz, and J 
proudly rejects the kind offers made to him by the iſ ** 
Lord. The great God graciouſly invites men to re. Nan 
turn to him, from whom they have deeply revolted; bei 
to place their dependence upon him alone, relying 1 
upon the ample ſecurity he hath given by Immanuel, att 
of complete deliverance from all enemies. But, alas. [no 
many reject theſe kind offers of ſalvation, and flight 0 4 
him who is ſet for the fall and riſing again of many mak 
in Iſrael; and for a ſign which {ſhall be ſpoken 
againſt *. If the refuſal of temporal deliverance, and 155 
the ſign which was ready to be given of its certainty, n 
was an enormous crime, how great mult be their ſn Wil ©? 
who reject eternal falvation, and the ſigns which the Us th 
divine wiſdom offers, as ſecurity for its completion in WY 
due time? © See then that ye refuſe not him that ey 
« ſpeaketh : for if they eſcaped not, who refuſed him 10 
that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we eſcape, hs 
if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from he- Fa. 
Nn | 8 ba f 
| ery 

| | wary 

13 And he ſaid, Hear ye now, O houſe 0! 2 | 
David, I a ſmall thing for you to weary men, xul; 
but will ye weary my God allo ? Oo 


Luke it. 34. + Heb. x1, 25. 


mL 
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The hypocriſy and incredulity, which Ahaz diſco- 
vered in his reply, are here ſeverely reprehended ; the 
falſe colours by which he endeavoured to cover his 
bad diſpoſitions are taken away, and the real cauſe of 
his retuſal is aſſigned.— The prophet addreſſes the 


king not by his own name, but by that of his great 


and renowned progenitor; in this manner reproaching 
kim with his ungrateful conduct, and teſtifying his 
ult indignation upon that account. In a manner ſimi- 
lar to this, Moſes expreſſed his diſpleaſure againſt 
Norah and his company, who ſtirred up rebellion in 
the camp of Iſrael, when he thus ſpake : Hear, I pray 
you, ye ſons of Levi“, Sc. Hear now, ye degene- 
rate offspring of the illuſtrious family of God's ſer- 


rant, David, who was eminently diſtinguiſhed by 


being a man according to God's own heart, and in 


whoſe conduct ye may ſee a remarkable example of 
ith and obedience. To you I now ſpeak ; from you 
[now demand the cloſeſt attention to what I am about 
to deliver in the name of God, ſolicitous that it may 
make deep impreſſion on your hearts. The pro- 
phets often introduce the meſſages which they brought 
from God, by demanding the moſt ſerious attention 
from thoſe to whom they were ſent; to which, in 
erery view, they were moſt certainly entitled. From 
us they claim equal regard, which at all times we 
ought carefully to expreſs. If we are diſpleaſed with 
thoſe who will not hear us, and ſurpriſed when God 


lovah be offended, when we refuſe to hearken to his 
precepts ? | | 

Is it a ſinall thing for you to weary men, but will ye 
wary my God alſo? Does it ſeem, in your view, a 
ught and trivial matter, to act in the diſreſpectful 
and undutiful manner you have done? There is a 
pecultar ſharpneſs and poignancy in this reproof, 
Wuch is increaſed by the queſtionary form in which 


* Numb. xvi. 8. 
it 


doth not grant our prayers, how much more may Je- 
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it is delivered. It reſembles the pointed interrogatory 
which the ambaſſadors, ſent by the congregation oi the 


Lord, directed to the children of Reuben, the chil. 

dren of Gad, and the halt tribe of Manaſſeh: ; 

the iniquity of Peor (ſaid they) too little for us, v 
from which we are not cleanſed unto this day, that N 
ye muſt turn away this day from following the of 
Lord * ?” Men are wearied and fatigued, when their tic 
{trength is exhauſted, their patience worn out, their of 
expectations diſappointed, and their deſigns counter. WI 
acted. Ahaz, and his court, had wearied Judah ce] 
with acts of oppreſſion, and wickednels of various ag 
kinds, by which the ſtrength and patience of the na- col 
tion were exhauſted : they had wearied the remnant Nan 
of the godly with their criminal and profane prac- Ves 
tices, whereby they dreaded their hopes would be fruſ. bea 
trated ; and they had wearied laiah with the froward, Wi b*li 
hypocritical anſwers that had been given to the gra- hei 
cious meſſages that he had brought from God. And Vith 
as if all this had been too little, to diſcover their con- let 


. tempt of the Almighty, the prophet farther inquires, 
Will ye weary my God allo! Properly ſpeaking, 
the everlaſting God, the Lord, fainteth not, neither ante 
is weary, He is never in the leaſt tired of upholding tb hi 
the great fabric of the univerſe, of preſerving all the 


; 


creatures in exiſtence, and of diſtributing among 
them the fruits of his bounty to ſupply their necelii- Wi 10u : 
ties. The expreflion, therefore, muſt be underſood W bear 
metaphorically, reſpecting external divine diſpenſa- 
tions, which correſpond to the actions of men, when WW The 
they are weary, and act in a manner ſuited to this Se“ 
condition. In this ſenſe, the Moſt High is ſaid to which 
be weary, when men, by a long continued courle of W's be 
bad conduct, and frequently repeated acts of wicked; pro 
neſs, provoke him no longer to exerciſe patience to. ecedt 
ward them, but without delay to execute upon then = ; 
eten 


righteous vengeance for their iniquities. Thus it 


*. Joſh. xxii. 27, 18. 


comes 
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comes to paſs, when people, aſſuming the appearance 


bf morality in their lives, indulge atheiſtical, wicked 
diſpoſitions in their hearts; when, through hypocriſy 
and perverſity, they arraign the diſpenſations of di- 
vine providence, as inconſiſtent and different from 
what in truth they are. In this manner, the king 
of judah wearied God by his incredulity, diſſimula- 
tion, and obſtinate rejection of the condeſcending 
offers made him by his ſervant the prophet, which, 
with humility and gratitude, he ought to have ac- 
cepted, ——From hence we learn, as from other paſ- 
ſages of feripture, that the great God is pleaſed to 
conſider the indignities and injuries done to his fer- 
rants as done to himſelf. He that deſpiſeth or 
wearieth them, deſpiſeth and wearieth God: he that 
heareth them, heareth him that fent them : he that 
belicveth not their teſtimony, and complieth not with 
their counſels, is reckoned thus to act toward him 
wth whoſe meſſage they are intruſted. They that 
lie to them, lie not to men, but to God“. Beware 
then of wearying God, by refuſing to comply with 
the admonitions and offers he gives you by his ſer- 
yants ; but now, while it is called to-day, hearken 
to his voice, and obey his call. | 


14 Therefore the Lord himſelf ſhall give 
vou a ſign, Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive, and 
bear a ſon, and ſhall call his name Immanuel. 


The prophet here declares, that the Lord would 
five Ahaz and his people a moſt wonderful fign, by 
viich his promiles of mercy and deliverance were 
to be fully confirmed. The connection of what 
s promiſed with the narration contained in the 
preceding verſes, 1s marked by the word therefore ; 
zich ſeems to import, that ſince the king, through 
pretended modeſty, and feigned reverence for God, 


See 1 Sam. viii. 7. Luke x. 16. 


had 
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had refuſed, after he was deſired, to aſk a ſign or 
proof of the certain accompliſhment of the foretold de. 
liverance, and though on that account the Lord waz 
juſtly diſpleaſed, he would not deprive his people of a 
ſign, for confirming their faith in the important truth 
of which he had given them aſſurance. Such is the 
ſovereign mercy and grace of God, that it triumphs 
over the obſtinate wickedneſs of men, and derives pe. 
culiar glory from the perverſe diſobedience of tran. 

reflors. The intimation given of this ſign, is intro- 
duced with the word behold, which is often uſed in 
ſcripture, to excite and preſerve attention to ſomewhat 
wonderful, extraordinary, and intereſting, that the 
tpeaker or writer was about to mention or deſcribe. 
In obedience to this call, let us contemplate with ad- 
miration and gratitude this aitonithing ſign, which the 


Lord himſelf was pleaſed to give, for eſtabliſhing the E 
faith of his people in his promiſe.— The miracle e 
foretold is thus expreſſed : * 


A virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, Between 


theſe words of Iſaiah, and the fact recorded by the 55 
apoſtle Matthew *, there is the moſt intimate corre- "ny 
{pondence, and perfect agreement, both relating to I; 11 
the ſame great event. The prophecy revealed the 8 
purpoſe and counſel of Jehovah ; the accompliſhment od 
declared his fidelity and veracity ; the prediction an- WI": Fs 
nounced the certain future event; and the event, 3 
when it came to pats, fulfilled the prediction. Tic Ae 
inſpired apoſtle, therefore, remarks, when recording rtl 
the nativity of Jeſus Chriſt, Now all this was done, =p 
that it might be fulfiled which was ſpoken of the WW | N 
Lord by the prophet,” in the words before us; which . 
are expreſsly applied to the Virgin Mary, and her Som 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. The fact, which Matthew relates, * r | 
happened, that what was here predicted might be ac- 3 
compliſhed, not in a figurative ſenſe, or in way n . 
accommodation, but in the literal and proper ſenſe 0! theſe en 
Molt e; 


* Matth. 1. 23, 


the 
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the words. To no other perſons can they with juſtice 
he referred: not to the wife of Ahaz, and his ſon 
Hezekiah, who was born long before this prediction 
was delivered; nor to the wife of Ifaiah, and any of 
his ſons, None of whom was ever elevated to the 
throne of Judah. Nor can any event of which we 
have knowledge, that came to paſs about the time 
this ſign was foretold, be conſidered (without offering 
riolence to the plain meaning of language) as the ac- 
compliſhment of what is here declared. We, there- 
fore, conclude, that the ſign promiſed was the mira- 
culous nativity of Jeſus Chriit, to whoſe birth the 
wonderful circumſtances mentioned in this verſe pre- 
alely agree. The chief difficulty which ariſes from 
this expoſition, is this, How the birth of the great 
Meſſiah, which did not happen for ages after the de- 
ivcrance was wrought for Judah, for comfirming 
the certainty of which it is ſaid to be a fign, could be 
a proof or evidence of its accompliſhment ? In an- 
ſwer to this obvious objection, I obſerve, the aſtonith- 
ing myſtery to which the prophet refers, was the ſure 
foundation of all the glorious deliverances which God 
was pleaſed to work for his church in every age; and 
laiah, foreſeeing, by the ſpirit of prophecy, this 
great expected event, places it full in the view of the 
godly among his countrymen, for the eſtabliſhment 
[of their faith and hope in God, in their preſent 
Warming condition. From the contemplation of this 
atogether new thing in the earth, er more won- 
Ertul than the prefervation of Ahaz and his people 
from the threatened deſtruction by their © angie they 
ought to have been encouraged to wait with patience 
lor the fulfilment of the promiied interpoſition of di- 
vine providence. How admirable the condeicen- 
lion and grace of God, who, notwithſtanding the ob- 
linate refuſal of the king of Judah to alk a i1gn, either 
the depth or in the height, was. pleaſed to unite 

tleſe extremes iu the lign, ot which he here gives tlie 
lt explicit alturance ! 


OO GY ——— — — et — 
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mies, to bleſs and ſanctify, to preſerve and ſave us. 


his perfections for promoting our ſafety and telicity, 
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And fhall call his name Immanuel ; which being in. 
terpreted, ſignifies, God with us, God manifeſt in our 
fleſh, tabernacling among men, deeply engaged in 
promoting our beſt intereſts. God indeed is with us, 
by the immenſity of his divine preſence, which fills 
heaven and earth, and extends to all creatures and all 
places, as the royal pſalmiſt beautifully repreſents in 
Plalm cxxxix. God is allo with us, in reſpect of his 
providential diſpenſations, whereby, according to his 
good pleaſure, he diſpoſes of all perſons and events, 
ſo as to advance his own glory, and the good of his 
people. In neither of theſe ſenſes of the expreſſion 
have we the full import of the name given to the il. 
luſtrious Perſon, whole miraculous birth is here fore. 


told. It denotes, that, in conlequence of his nativity, a 
God is with us, in the moſt intimate and friendly 
manner, to afford us rhe richeſt difplays of his favour 

and love, to fulfil all his exceeding great and precious kn 
promiſes, to effectuate all the benevolent purpoſes ot ; 
his tender mercy and Joving-kindnels, to remove our of 
guilt, to diſpel] our ignorance, to conquer our ecnc- 91 


i OO are 
Words cannot expreſs what is comprehended in the the. 


name Immanuel. God being with us, he employs all Upo 


with 
ſeaſo 
to th 
kings 
conſe 


the h. 
/ 


he confers upon us the moſt important privileges; h- 
taketh part with us againſt our enemies ; he removes 
every obſtruction that lies in the way to glory, bo- 
nour, and immortality; he conducts us through all 
the mazes of this life, and is ever active in promoting 
our real and eternal happineſs. Though the child 


born of a virgin had been ablolutely perfect. bl 15 
obedience commenſurate to the demands of the diu of, 
law, and his ſubſtitution and ſufferings for ſinners c nean: 
luntary, had he been no more than man, he coul "re 
not have been equal to the arduous work of redemg dn, 
tion. If deeply convinced of our obnoxiouine's Ibs . 
the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, we might ſink ny | 
deſpair, were we not ſolemnly aſſured in the c b. 0 


(UTE) 


tures, that a divine perſon, in human nature, engaged 
for us. This wonderful condeſcenſion gave nnmenſe 
value to all that he did, and to all that he ſuffered : 
hy his almighty arm he can eaſily vanquith all the dif- 
geulties that might obſtruct our ſalvation. This alone 
atords a ſolid ground of hope to ſinners of mankind, 
awakened to a deep concern what they ſhall do to be 
fred. We may now adopt the triumphant chal- 
enge of the apoſtle Paul, If God be for us, who can 
be againſt us.” Notwithitanding the many difh- 
culties and enemies with which we have to contend, 
we {hall be more than conquerors through him that 
loved us. God is with us, to protect and aſſiſt, to 
direct and bleſs us. 


17 Butter and honey ſhall he eat, that he may 
know to refuſe the evil, and chooſe the good. 


Two remarkable circumſtances are here mentioned, 
teſpecting the child whole nativity the prophet had fore- 
toll,——Butter and honey are articles of food, which 
are well known to denote the plenty and peace of 
the country in which they are enjoyed in abundance. 
Upon this proviſion of peaceful and plentiful times, 
with which the land of Canaan abounded in ſuch 
feaſons, the promiled child was to be ſuſtained. Prior 
to this period, the countries belonging to the two 


Un kings who diſtreffed Judah, were to be deſolated; in 
l conſequence of which, that kingdom was to enjoy 
"OY ti: bictlings of peace and plenty. That he may 


nor £9. FE fuſe the evil, and chooſe the gend. Ihe ex- 
| prettion, according to this verizon, is involved in much 
obſcurity and difficulty, and deni to have little or no 
neaning, What good ſenſe do you perceive in the 
dechration, that a child ſhall eat butter and honey, 

that he may know to refuſe evil, aud chooſe good? 
This food, I fJuppoſe, does not produce theſe effects 
more than any other kind of wholeſome ſuſtenence. 
ihe obſcurity of this paſlage is greatly removed, by 
18 render 


* 
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rendering the Hebrew particle tranſlated at, by th, | 
word when, in doing which I am ſupported by good | 
authority“. By this ſmall alteration, the conſiftency, Wl - 
connection, and meaning of our prophet appear more 

( 


evident. Butter and honey ſhall he eat, when he ſhall 
know to refuſe the evil, and choole the good: after 
he arrived, in ſome degree, at the uſe of reafon, and 
became capable of diſtinguiſhing the goodneſs and 
badneſs ot objects, of diſcerning the difference between 


| 1 
truth and error, and of percciving what is pleafing pe 
and offenſive to God, the diſtreſsful times of wir Al 
ſhould be over, and the land be relieved from is m. 
enemies; in confequence whereot, he thould thare in vr: 
the proviſions peculiar to thoſe who enjoy peace and tac 
plenty. This prediction was remarkably verified in ic; 
Immanuel, in whom this whole prophecy received its n 
full completion. That wonderful child, the hope H 3c: 
Iſrael, and the ſalvation thereof, was born and grey the 
up in peaceable times, in the plentitul country of Ju-W bee 
dea, where he lived upon thaſe proviſions with which wh; 
the inhabitants were generally ſupplied.— How ad. twe 
mirable the grace of our blefled Immanuel, who con. prop 
deſcended to be born in humble circumſtances, and ſupp 
to live on the homely fare by which the poorer ſon the 
of people were maintained! This wonderful humili-W were 
tion of the Son of God, to which he ſubmitted fo is 6; 
our ſakes, ought ever to animate our praiſes and obe cbyi 
dience to our compaſſionate Saviour; who though hai to m 
was rich, for our ſakes became poor, that we throug\ nan. 
his poverty might be richt. a chi 
8 . 
16 For before the child ſhall know to refuſeę fed 
the evil, and chooſe the good, the land that thou e. 
abhorreſt ſhall be forſaken of both her «ings. = 
The prophet applies the ſign above mention«(_l nou 
to confirm the promiſe he had delivered, and de ng 
| elng 
See Dr. Lowth's Notes on Iſaiah, p. 62. f 2 Cor. vii. . marge 


termine 
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termines the time of its accompliſhment. Inter- 
preters widely differ in opinion reſpecting the parti- 


poſed, that Shear-jaſhub, Iſaiah's fon, whom the Lord 
ordered the prophet to take with him, when he went 
to meet Ahaz, was the child ſpoken of: others have 
imagined, that Maher-ſhalal-hath-baz, another ſon of 
lala, afterward mentioned, was the child here meant: 
1 third claſs think, that the words intend no other 
perſon than the child whoſe name was called Imma- 
nuel. However different, at firſt ſight, theſe ſenti- 
ments may appear, the period of time fixed for the 
predicted deliverance of Judah, from the hoſtile at- 
ncks of Ephraim and Syria, is nearly the fame. In- 
deed ik the child firſt mentioned, namely, Shear- 
ſaſnub, was. intended, as he might now be about a 
year old, the time limited muſt have been ſhorter by 
the ſpace of about two years, than it could have 
been if his brother Maher-ſhalal-haſh-baz was meant, 
who, according to my ſuppoſition, was not born for 
twelve months, or thereby, after the time in which this 
prophecy was delivered. If the prophet ſpeaks, as I 
luppoſe, of the child Immanuel, the time ſpecified for 
the deſtruction of the two kings by whom the Jews 


li- cre diſtrefled, will not vary muck from that which 
tor is fixed by thoſe who are of a different opinion. The 
be. cbvious and literal meaning of the prediction ſeems 
he to me to be this : Within the time that a young wo- 


man. now a virgin, ſhould conceive and bring forth 
a child, and that child ſhould arrive at ſuch an age as 
to diſtinguiſh between good and evil, that is, within 
alew years, the enemies of Judah were to be deſtroy- 
ed. The houſe of David, by this leſſer deliverance, 
vere to Rave a ſign, type, aſſurance, and pledge of a 
greater deliverance which they expected, which was 
imounced in the name Immanuel, and had been fre- 
quently foretold by the prophets. "The prophecy 


marked as the gift of God, the terms in which the 
| prediction 


cular child intended in this verſe. Some have ſup- 


deing introduced with ſuch folemnity, the fign ſo 
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rediction is delivered being ſo peculiar, and the 


name of the child ſo expreſſive, we may juſtly imagine, 
that, in minds prepared by general expectation of 2 


| 
reat deliverer to ariſe from the family of David, they 
aiſed hopes far beyond what the preſent occaſion | 
ſuggeſted ; eſpecially when, in the ſubſequent prophe- r 
cy, this child is repreſented as the Lord and Prince of k 


| Judah. Ihe apoſtle Matthew, therefore, in applying 1 
this prophecy to Jeſus Chriſt, does not merely accom- k 
modate the words of the prophet to a ſuitable caſe, W 
which was not in Ifaiah's view, but takes them in ſe 
their ſtricteſt and moſt important ſenſe, according to Wl ic: 
the principal deſign for which they were intended“. of 


The land that thou abhorreſt ſhall be forjaken of both b 
her kings. You will recollect, that the prophet was WM pu 
now addreſſing Ahaz, the king of Judah; and then to! 
you may be fully ſatisfied, that the land which he ab. Wi to 
horred, and held in deteſtation, was the land of BM cur 
Ephraim and Syria, whoſe princes had entered intoa 
confederacy againſt Judea, and were uniting their ful. 
forces, to reduce that country into their ſubjection. Wi pro: 
Ahaz would doubtleſs abominate the inhabitants of bis 
theſe kingdoms, on account of their perfidy reſpecting may 
former treaties of alliances, in acting in hoſtility toward invil 
him and his people, with whom they ought to have WIE nut: 

reſerved a friendly correſpondence ; and in having be e. 


projected the ſcheme of dethroning him and his fe- 


mily, and of elevating another in his room to the 17 
throne of Judah. The deteſted land of Ephraim and 
Syria was to be forſaken of both her kings, Pekat 
and Rezin, who had conſpired againſt the family ci 


lan. 
David: it was to be exhauſted of its treaſures, de- 23 
prived of its forces, and evacuated by its inhabitants In 
"his great and unexpected devaitation was to be of the 
/ lelola 

Thoſe who with to ſee this difficult paſſage of ſcripture mott 


fully explained, may conſult Bithop Hurd's Introduction to ti 
Study of the Prophecies, vol. i. p. 129. et /eq. Maclaurin's EIA] 
on the Prophecies, p. 119. ct %. Saurin's Sermons, tranſlated bj 
Rebiuſon, vol. ii. ferm. iii. Vitringa's Comment. 7n loc. 


1 
* 


2 
mad? 
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made in a ſhort time by the kings of Aſſyria, as plainly 
intimated in the following verſe. ——— The accompliſh- 
ment of this prophecy ſeems to be limited within the 


livery, About that time, Tiglath-pileſer, king of Aﬀy- 
ria, overturned the kingdom of Syria, flew Rezin the 
king, and carried away captive the Syrians into Afﬀy- 
ria and Media *. Hoſhea, the fon of Elah, flew Pe- 
kih, the king of Iſrael, and the kingdom of Ephraim 
was almoſt totally deſtroyed, in the twentieth year of 
fotham, the fon of Uzziah +. By this paſſage of 
ſeripture, we are inſtructed in the exact foreknowledge 
of God, to whom all his works are known from the 
beginning; and the firm ſtability of his counſels and 
purpotes, who doth in heaven and in earth according 
to his pleaſure ; and that all the circumſtances relative 
to his ditpenfations of providence and grace, are ac- 
curately adjuſted. We are alſo taught the important; 
fon of firmly relying upon the unchangeable faith- 


a 
ir WJ tulnels of Jehovah, which is engaged to fulfil all the 
n. WT promiſes he hath given of deliverance and ſafety to 


tis people, however improbable their accompliſhment 
may appear. His word 1s irrevocable; his power 1s 
mvincible, and cannot be reſiſted; his purpoſe is im- 
mutable, and cannot be diſannulled, and will certainly 
be executed at the determined ſeaſon, 


17 The LoRD ſhall bring upon thee, and up- 
mM thy people, and upon thy fathers houſe, days 
Mat have not come, from the day that Ephraim 
departed from Judah; ever the king of Aſſyria. 

In this and the following verſes, down to the end 
at the chapter, the prophet foretels the invaſions and 
deſolations which the Jewiſh nation was to ſuffer from 
ze Ayrians.—— Notwithſtanding the promiſe of de- 
werance from the confederate kings of Ephraim and 


* 2 Kings xvi. 9. f. 2 Kings xv. 30. 
| S-ria, 


pace of three, four, or at moſt five years, after its de- 
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Syria, confirmed by the affurance of the nativity of 


Immanuel, God, juſtly diſpleaſed with the incredy. 
lity and diſobedience of Ahaz, and the ſins of his 
people, directs his ſervant to place fully in their view 
the grievous calamities, which he was about to inflict 
on them by means of the Aſſyrians. For this purpoſe, ; 


he firſt repreſents the incurſions of that powerful na. j 
tion, and then the conſequent delolation with which i 
they were to be attended. The prediction is ab- j 
ruptly introduced; and the judgments here denounced, n 
are declared to proceed from Jehovah. People are 0 
apt to look at ſecond cauſes, and to riſe no higher Wl © 
than the inſtruments who are employed in diſtreſſing mt 
them ; whereas, in the words before us, and in many G 
other paſiages of ſcripture, God is repreſented as the th 
chief agent in chaſtizing the nations, whilſt thoſe ſel 


who execute the judgments he inflicts, are only as the | 
rod, the ſtaff, and the axe, in his hand. The wrath 40 
which Shiſhak, king of Egypt; was to pour upon Je- cal, 


ruſalem, was the wrath of God; and that prince was Wi anc 
no more than the vial from which it was to be con- had 
veyed. The cleanneſs of teeth, and want of bread, WI [ud 
which Iſrael experienced in all their cities, was ſent int. 


them by the Lord God. The peitilence which burt Wi took 
forth like fire in the houle of Joſeph, and devoured WW vio 


it, proceeded from the Lord God of hoſts. The ar- he 
mies of Aſſy ria. which marched into Judea, received that 

their orders from the Moſt High over all the earth. eus 
Theie and fimilar awful judgments, never make ther WIN Hole 
appearance until they have got a divine commiffon. Fredi 
If the wild beaſts deſtroy, it is God who fends them; WW uier 
if the peſlilence deſolate the land, it is God who WW ict 
gives the command; if the ſword devour, it is be. boph 
cauſe the Lord hath ſtretched out his hand. If das ahr 
commence that ſhall exceed in devaſtation and horror read, 

all that have preceded them, it is affirmed, in wy PURE 
verſe, that the Lord brings them. Ahaz, his people dies 
and his fathers houſe, were great tranſgreſlors, ans lh te 
conſequently the authors of their own calamue nn 


* 
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Their fin proved their deſtruction. The armies of 
Aﬀyria could not have made one captive, or one 
breach among them, had not their iniquities kindled 
azainſt them the divine diſpleaſure. My brethren, 
the principles of deſtruction are in ourſelves. Sin, like 
the moth, which eats away the garment in which it 
js bred, conſumes thole in whom it is indulged, unleſs 
it is deſtroyed. Abounding iniquity in kingdoms. and 
ſtates, like fatal diſtempers which prey upon the hu- 


our frame, becomes the certain forerunner of their 
overthrow, and the procuring caules of their ruin. Let 
us then ſtrenuouſly endeavour, in dependence upon 
God, to check the progreſs of thoſe fins, which, unleſs 
they are abandoned, will prove moſt dangerous to our- 
elves, and the community of which we are members. 
Days that have not come, from the day that Ephraim 
departed from Fudah ; even the king of Afſyria. The 
calamities which were to overtake Ahaz, his family, 
and people, were to exceed thoſe wherewith the Jews 
had been viſited, ſince the ſeparation of Iſrael from 
judah. That remarkable revolt happened, you know, 
in the reign of Rehovoam, the ſon of Solomon; and 


i WM (00% its rife from the tyranny of that raſh young prince, 
cho, rejecting the advice of aged counſellors, refuſed 


to hearken to the remonſtrances of his ſubjects. After 
that memorable period, Judah ſuſtained many griev- 
Pus calamities, all of which were to be exceeded by 
hole which are here foretold. Of the truth of this 
prediction, you may be ſenſible, by comparing the 


n; WT i'ecies they had ſuffered at different times, with thoſe 
ho WI i-icted upon them by the Aſſyrians, whereby this 


EP opnecy was fulfilled. Tiglath-pileſer, king of 
alyria, greatly diſtreſſed and ſpoiled Ahaz, as we 
read, 2 Chron. xxviii. 20. Afterward Sennacherib, 
a the reign of Hezekiah, poſſeſſed himſelf of the 
Utes of Judah, laid waſte the country, and itruck 
vi terror the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, as we learn 
om the thirty. ſecond chapter of Second Chronicles. 


In 


man conſtitution, and prognoſticate the diſſolution of 


— — 


diſtreſſes which they had ſuffered in former time, 


426 LECTURES on THE Cray, VI. 


In the days of Manaſſeh, the captain of the hoſt of the 
king of Aſſyria took Manaſſeh among the thorns, 
bound him in fetters, and carried him away to Baby. 
lon, as is written, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 11. And again, 
in the days of Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzer, king of 
Babylon, came and bound the king of Judah in fe. | 
ters, and carried him to Babylon, with the goodly 
veſſels of the houſe of the Lord, as recorded, 2 Chron. f 
xxxvi. 10. By contemplating the calamities ſuſtain. 
ed by the Jews in the ſeveral invaſions of the Afly. 
rians, you will find, that they were greater than the 


from Shiſhak, king of Egypt, under Rehoboam; WM : 
from the Philiſtines and Arabians, under Joram; ur 
from the Syrians, under Joath ; or the Ethiopians, in int 
the reign of Aſa. In this manner you may be fully Wi e 
ſatisfied of the truth of the prediction before us.— WM in: 
Let the review of the terrible judgments which God call 
inflicted upon the Jews, in accompliſhing this threat: Wi to | 
ening, excite us, for whoſe inſtruction they were re- / 
corded, to a holy tear of oftending him, who doth WM the 
terrible things in righteouſneſs. Afraid of his dreac WW be n 


diſpleaſure, let us carefully avoid thoſe tranſgreſſion ſhary 
which expoſed them to ſuch direful calamities. enen 


18 And it fhall come to paſs in that du bei. 
that the LoRD ſhall hiſs for the fly, that I in oed 
the uttermoſt part of the rivers of Egypt, and 
for the bee that zs in the land of Aſſyria. 


Wälltt 


In this and the following verſe, the prophet illuſ n car 


trates the prediction delivered in the foregoing one e tr: 
by figuratively deſcribing the inſtruments who weis + 
to be employed in executing the above threatening” eypt 
It is manifeſt, from the connection and deſign of Herd 


prophecy, that it ought not to be interpreted i 
the literal, but in the figurative ſenſe of the words 
In this view, the fly, that is in the uttermoſt part 9 


the rivers of Egypt, ſeems intended to denote th 
| | | numero 


called 
Wem y 


-_ 
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numerous troops of that once. powerful kingdom, 
which is ſaid to have been able to multer an army of 
four hundred thouſand men. In prophetic language, 
the forces of Egypt might be ſignificantly expreſſed 
by a fly, as that land abounded with great quantities 
of this kind of inſect; and to intimate the vaſt num- 
bers of Egyptians who were to be called forth to ac- 
on, the ſurprifing rapidity with which they were to 
march, when, after the manner of flies; they were to 
alight in Judea, that they might ſuck out the ſtrength 
and vigour of the Jewiſh nation. The Egyptian army 
was to march from the uttermoſt part of the rivers of 
that kingdom. The great river Nile, by which the 


into ſeven different ſtreams, by which it emptied it- 
ſelf into the ſea. Theſe, I iuppole, are the rivers here 
intended; and from the remote places about them, 


00 i called Lower Egypt, the troops here ſpoken of, were 

t. o march againſt Judah. | 

e. And for the bee that is in the land of Aria. By 
th che bee here mentioned, the army of Aſſyria ſeems to 


be meant. To this infect the Creator hath given a 
larp ſting, by which it defends itſelf, and annoys its 
enemies; and ſo aftords a lively repreſentation of 
people armed for war. The army of Aſſyria, in a 


W. {pccial manner, reſembled the bee; as it was com- 
in poied of vaſt numbers, who were all ſubject to one 


king, all obſerved the ſtricteſt order and diſcipline, 
their movements were attended with 2 martial found, 
Willi they diſplayed the utmoit {kill and fortitude 
n carrying on war. On theie and other accounts, 


tis figurative deſcription. For the armies of 
eypt and Aſſyria the prophet declared, that the 
Lord would hils. The expreſſion occurred, Chap. 
. 20, and ſeems to refer to the practice of ſhepherds, 
ko, by means of a pipe, or fome other inſtrument, 
caled together their flocks, that they might conduct 
Wem with the greater eaſe and ſafety wherever they 
3 H intended. 


2 


land of Egypt was watered, is {aid to have divided 


the tro0ps of that empire might be ſpoken of under 
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intended. It plainly intimates, that the Lord, who 
muſtereth the armies of battle, would give the ſignal 
to numerous powerful armies to aſſemble, and march 
toward Judea, that they might execute his awful 
judgments upon its ungrateful inhabitants. 


19 And they thall come, and fhall reſt all of 
them in the deſolate valleys, and in the holes of 
the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon al 
buſhes. | . 


No ſooner doth God ſpeak, than it is done; no 
ſooner doth he call, than he is obeyed. All the cre 
tures are obedient to his command ; and when he 


gives orders, the molt powerful armies never fail to th 
execute his deſigns. Fire, hail, now, vapour, and A. 
tormy wind, fulfil his pleaſure ;' angels execute hi: Ila 
orders; deſtruction and death perform what he d.. 
reds; and the greateſt armies among men accomplih MM >! 
his purpoſes, though oft-times there is not any thing e 
which is farther from their intention. Though they tne 
make not his law the rule of their conduct, nor hi: Try 
glory the end of their actions, yet, by a ſecret and fare 
powerful influence, he effectually inclines and diſpoſcs and 
them to fulfil his purpoſes and predictions, of which Nie 
the prophet here gives afſurance.——By the deſolate Wl 
valleys, are doubtleſs meant thoſe fertile plains in the not! 
land of Judea, which were formerly covered with elo 
corns, and beautified with towns and villages. Thee “pr 
were to be totally laid waſte by the hoſtile incurſions lallet 
of the powerful enemies of Judah, who ſhould there?“ t 
take up their occaſional reſidence. And in 198 ® 
heles of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon at Gans 
h:iſhes. In theſe expreflions there is an obvious fe ves 
ference to the figurative language uſed in the fore N 


going verſe, where the Egyptians and Aſſyrians ard 
{poken of by the names of the fly and the bee, whic 
are well known to frequent holes of the rocks, gg 
thorns, and beautiful buſhes. When, therelore, 
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s foretold, that the hoſtile armies of theſe nations, 
who are the ſubjects of this prediction, ſhould reſt in 
theſe places, the words, when diveſted of figure, de- 
note, that they ſhould occupy in the land of Judah 
:laces of every ſort, high and low, great and ſmall, 

requented and obſcure: the cultivated grounds, the 
fortined cities, the magnificent edifices, and remote 
rillages. This prophecy recaved its accompliſh- 
ment, when Necho, king of Egypt, came up to fight 
againſt Carchenuſh by Euphrates, when Johah went 
out and fought with him in the valley of Megiddo, 

where the king of Judah was lain, the land was made 
tributary, and Jehoahaz, whom the Jews elevated to 
the throne in room of his father, was depoſed from 
the royal dignity, as you read, 2 Chron. xxxv. 20. 

And afterward, when N buchse zar, king of Aſſy- 
fia, came up again(t Jehoiachin, and the Lord ſen 
zwainſt Judah, to deſtroy it, bands of the Chaldeans, 
Syrians, Moabites, and 8 the children of Ammon, 

according to the word that he ſpake by his ſervants 
de prophets, this prediction was farther fulfilled *.—- 
True and faithful is God to all his promiſes and 
threatenings. I am the Lord, faith he; I will ſpeak, 

and the word that I will ſpeak ſhall come to pals. 

Wickee men often ſuppoſe, that threatened judgments 
wil not be executed; or if they ſhall, that they will 
not be inflicted for a long time; and therefore they 
relolve, like the Jews of old, that they will not hearken, 

Or preſume to charge the . of the Moſt High 0 ith 
alfchood, Thus, by various dangerous deceptions, they 
put far from them that word which ought to be prized 
by them as the word of ſalvation, Aware of this 
dangerous practice, let us take heed of decciving our- 
res by frivolous pretexts, and rejecting the countel 
a Cod revealed for our benefit. Keeping fully in view 
* veracity of Jehovah, demonſtrated in the accom- 


See 2 Kings xxiv. I. and following verſes. 


pliſhment 
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pliſhment of his predictions, let us truſt in his pro. 
muſes, and ſtand in awe of his threatenings. 


20 In the ſame day fhall the Lord ſhave 
with a razor that is hired, namely, by them be— 
yond the river, by the king of Aflyria, the head, 
and the hair of the feet; and it ſhall allo con- 
ſume the beard. i 

In theſe words, the deſolation to which the land of 0 


Judah was to be expoſed, from the incurſions of the 
Aſſyrians, is illuſtrated by another fimilitude.—— 


At the ſame time, or ſoon after the foregoing predic- pc 
tion ſhould be fulfilled, the one now before us was to 00 
receive its accompliſhment. The inſtruments whom or 
God was to employ for the purpoſe here mentioned, 91 
fignified by the hired razor, were thoſe beyond the ed 
river, the king of Aſſyria, whom Ahaz had hired, by le 
his own treaſures, and thoſe of the temple. to come Wi 
and help him againſt the Syrians. That powerful and 
monarch, and his vaſt army, the great God was Wil 
pleaſed to uſe as the inſtruments of puniſhing the All 
Jews; and to this they were encouraged by the pro- Jew 
Ipect of rich ſpoil, and the acquitition of territory. It WM ® f! 
is the glorious prerogative of Jehovah, to ſend afflic- _s 
ele 


tions and calamities upon ſtates and kingdoms, by Wi - 
whatever meſſengers he pleaſes. * Shall there be eri ha 


in a city, and the Lord hath not done it“. Filly 
came down from the Lord unto the gate of Jeruſ- Wil ** 

lem. The judgments with which Judah was ta. the 
be viſited, were to be very ſharp; and, like a razor, Wl te 
to cut deep, and take all clean before them. They gc 
were not merely to lop off ſome luxuriances, but to . 
raze to the very foundation the privileges which the 
moſt valued, and of which they moſt boaſted. Juda .'— 
was to be ſeparated from the worſhip and preſence b 

Veg y 


of God, and deprived of the important advantages 


— 


* Amos 111, 6. + Micah i. 12. | 
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they had enjoyed. And as ſhaving the hair was 


reckoned among the Jews (who never cut their beards, 


except in ſealons of mourning and grief) a mark of 


reproach, as well as a ſign of ſorrow, jo the calami- 
tics here predicted, were to prove their diſgrace, as 
well as the occation of lameutation and wo. 

The head, and the hair of the feet : and it ſhall alſo 
mſune the beard. By the head, may be meant the 
kin, the princes of the kingdom, and the great men 
of tlie nation, who were exalted to dignity and au- 
thority im the ſtate, who were its beauty and orna- 
ment, and gave direction: to the whole body of the 
people. By the hair of the fect, may be fi, zZniſied the 
common people, who occupy the lower ſtations in ſo- 
acty, the multitude who formed the ſtrength and 
vigour of the nation. By the beard, may be intend- 
ed the judges, grave, wile, and venerglde counlellors, 
the priefts, the prophets, and miuiſters of the Lord, 
who were renowned tor their knowledge, prudence, 
and influence over the community. All theſe dif- 
ferent deicriptions of people were to be cut off by the 
Afyrian power, and ſeparated from the body of the 
ſewiſh nation, in a ſudden and violent manner, even 
a the razor cuts off the hair from the face. Jo this 


It 80 i 
Fi direful event we may apply the words of the prophet 
by ſremiah, in the book of Lamentations : © The Lord 


* midſt of me: he hath called an aſſembly againſt me, 
' to cruſh my young men: the Lord hath troden 
* the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in a wine- 
' pres, —My | prieſts and mine elders gave up the 
* ghoit in the city, while they ſought their meat to 
' relieve their ſouls *.? The accompliſhment of 
this prediction you may read, 2 Kings xxiv. 10. to 
17——No wonder that David, though a mighty 
lng, and a great warrior, though he teared not the 
dear, the lion, or the glant, ſhould have been afraid 


Lam. j 15. 19. 


of 


' hath troden under foot all my mighty men in the 


Oe Eb rr 
* 
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of God's righteous judgments. How awful and tre. 
mendous are the repreſentations given of them in. 
{cripture, where God threatens to be as a lion to 
Ephraim, and a young lion to the houſe of Judah“; 
to be as a ſtrong wind, and overflowing thower+; to 
be as devouring fire, and a fiery oven | ; and to be as 
a flail, that, by threſhing, divideth the corn from the 
itraw ||. By devouring fire, by thunder and lipht- 
ning, by tempeſts and earthquakes, by the ſword, fa. 
mine, and peſtilence, the, Lord executes upon men 
moſt terrible judgments; and theretore we ought to 
fear before him, to ſtand in awe, and not to fin. This | 


important, yet difficult leſſon is inculcated, I may ſay : 
a thouſand times, in the word of God, by innume- 
rable different ways, worthy of our moſt ſerious atten- 4 
tion. 
| ab 
21 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, hat a an 
man ſhall nouriſh a young cow, and two ſheep. WI fo 
No Is 1 
This and the following verſes of this chapter, con- e,; 
tain an elegant deſcription of a country depopulated Wh © ] 
and left to run wild, the conſequence of the divine e 
judgments which God was to inflict upon the land of Wi + 
Judah by means of the Afyrians.——-It exhibits that YA 
once rich and populous country, after it was ſhaven, m 
as a mere ſolitude, diveſted of its numerous inhabit- ph. 
ants, the vineyards and corn, fields over-run wit c 
briers and thorns, the land given up to wild beaſts, of 
yielding an extenſive range of paſture for the very fer Wi us v 
remaining cattle; and the ſmall number of people that WW in h 
were left, not living upon the produce of cultivated the f. 
grounds, but ſupplying themſelves with neceſſary food Wi nt u 
by means of hunting. One effect of the above. meu. ney. 
tioned calamitics is deſcribed in the words before V5. had . 
In that day, at the time immediately following egg o be 
ä Phe c 


* Hoſea v. 14. I Ezek. xiii. 13. + Pfal. x.) 
Fab. ni. 12. | 
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execution of the judgments foretold, a man who 
might formerly have been opulent and reſpectable, 
now reduced to meanneſs and poverty, in the midſt 
of ſolitude, ſhould be employed in taking care of one 
urge and two ſmall cattle. Exceeding few people, 
therefore, and theſe in very indigent circumſtances, 
muit have been left in the land of Judah, after it was 
deſolated by the. Aﬀlyrians, at the period here refer- 
red to. | 


22 And it ſhall come to paſs: for the abun- 
dance of milk hat they ſhall give, he ſhall eat 
butter: for butter and honey ſhall every one eat 
that is left in the land. 


So rich and fertile was the land of Canaan, that it 
abounded with the beſt and moſt excellent proviſions; 
and therefore it was often deſcribed as a land that 
towed with milk and honey. That fruitful country 
is thus beautifully repreſented in the ſong which Mo- 
les ſpake in the ears of all the congregation of Iſrael : 
The Lord made him ride on the high places of the 
earth, that he might eat the increaſe of the fields, 
and he made him to ſuck honey out of the rock, 
* and oil out of the flinty rock; butter of kine, and 
milk of ſheep, with fat of lambs, and rams of the 
* breed of Baſhan, and goats, with the fat of kidneys 
of wheat, and thou didſt drink the pure blood 
* of the grape *.“ At the time the prophecy before 
us was accompliſhed, the fields, which were formerly 
in high cultivation, were to be left in paſturage; and 
| the few people that remained in the land, were to live 
not upon corn, wine, and oil, but on butter and ho- 
ney, the production of an uncultivated country that 
had ſuffered the ravages of war. The words are eaſy 
o de underſtood, and require little or no diſcuſſion. 
lle cattle in the land of Judah, that eſcaped the hands 


Deut. xxxii. 1 3, 14. 
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of the enemy, having large paſtures in which they 
fed, would ſupply the ſurviving inhabitants with 
abundance of good milk, and plenty of butter, by 
means of which they were chiefly to be ſupported, 
The fields returning to their natural uncultivated 
ſtate, would afford excellent food to the great num. 
ber of bees with which that country abounded; in 
conſequence of which, honey would be more plenti- 
ful than any other article of proviſion. By means of 


- theſe natural productions, the inhabitants, that were 


left in the land, were to be moſtly ſuſtained. c 
. | 3 b 
23 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, Hat 

every place ſhall be, where there were a thoutand . 
vines at a thouſand ſilverings, it ſhall ever be for 0 
briers and thorns. * 
Another inſtance is mentioned, of the diſmal con- e 
ſequences attending the execution of the divine judo. Wl ** 
ments above predicted. The land of Judah being fer 
left uncultivated, through the want of hands, th: 
grounds formerly moit remarkable for their high in- *" 
provement and fertility, were to become barren, and i & 
covered with brambles. The filvering was a Jewih Cel 
coin, in value about two ſhillings and ſixpence of our 4 
money, ſo that a thouſand of them amounts to one.“ 
hundred and twenty-five pounds Sterling. I ſhall not * 

determine, whether the prophet means, that the.“ 
thouſand vines, of which he ſpeaks, were themſelves 4 0 
worth that ſum; or, if the yearly produce in fruit ne 
or wine amounted to that value, at an average. lu Pes 
* 7 . . lit 
either ſenſe, the prophecy is nearly of the ſame import., 
Thoſe beautiful, fruitful, and valuable fields and 7 
vineyards, which were formerly the, ornament and Ip 
riches of the country, through the devaſtation made 4 _ 
90 


by the enemy, were to become a thicket of briers and 
thorns. Nor was this remarkable change to extend 
only to a few ſuch places, but to every place; all the 


vinoyards, of any conlequence, were to be reduced 14 
thi 
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this waſte and deſolate condition. In this manner the 
remark of the royal poet was verified in the land of 
judea: The Lord turneth rivers into a wilderneſs, 

and the water-{prings into dry ground: a frazful 


: field into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them 

| that dwell therein.—They are diminiſhed, and 

ü me low, through oppreſſion, affliction, and ſor. 

6 row *® 

* 

2 24 With arrows and with bows ſhall men 
come thither ; becauſe all the land thall become 
briers and thor ns. 

; To amplity the ruinous ſtate of that once de- 

üghtful, fertile country, the prophet declares, that 

hos thoſ fe who ſhould make an incurſion into Judea, would 
be obliged to take with them implements of war, to 
defend themſelves from the attacks of robbers and 

* wild beaſts, as well as to kill the game that might 

'o Wl {xrve them for food. Bows and arrows were the 


in f 
* inſtruments uſed by warriors and hunters in ancient 
times; and thus accoutred were thoſe to be, who en- 


aud the land of Judah, after the above-mentioned 
ee! d flicted. The reaſ 
1 Wh esclaung judgments were inflicte e realon 


1 lubjoined in the latter part of the verſe, becauſe 


our 
*. all the land fha!l become briers and thorns. Brambles 
node not only to cover ſome par ticular ſpots, which 


oo bd been formerly fertile and beautiful, but they were 
to ov2r-run the whole land, and to cover the face of 
tte country. What a ſurprifing change! Inſtead of 
po employed with ſpades, pruning-hooks, and other 
üſt . uments of huſbandry, improving the grounds, 
ad cultivating the vines; and others, with hafkets 
and veſlels, gathering the fineſt grapes and olives, of 
which were made excellent wine and oil; they were 
0,40 armed with bows and arrows, for their protec- 


Pal. cvii. 33, 34. 39. 


I'S tion 


= = T ˙ ä 


empirès and ftates is not perpetual, but often varics 
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tion from beaſts of prey, as well as for killing thoſe 
which were neceſlary for their ſuſtenance. | 


25 And o all hills that ſhall be digged with 
the mattock, there ſhall not come thither the 
fear of briers and thorns : but it ſhall be for the 
lending forth of oxen, and for the treading of 
leſſer cattle. | 


The hills and mountains with which the land of 
Judea abounded, were not to be exempted fron the | 


viſible effects of the general deſolation which reached 
all other places. ——The high grounds, that had been b 
improved and incloſed with much labour, and at a 8 
vaſt expence, were to be laid open for paſturage to. 
0X21 and leſſer cattle, which diſcovered not the leaſt . 
marks of fear to break through the hedges wherewith WM . 
they were fenced. It is unneceflary to enlarge upon . 
the ſubject. Such, in fact, was the deſolate ſtate . 
of Judah in the days of Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and . 
Zedekiah, when the whole country was laid waſte by {I 
the incurſions of its enemies, after multitudes of the : - 
inhabitants were ſlain by the ſword, others periſbed . 0 
by the peſtilence, and the whole land was left like an . 6 
{ 


unfrequented deſert. The rich grounds, which were 
formerly incloſed with hedges, and exceedingly fruit. 
ful, were laid open to the cattle, and over-run with 
briers and thorns, as we learn from 2 Kings xxv. 12. 
et ſeq.-——How awful and deſolating are the judg: 
ments which the Almighty executes upon kingcoms 
and . churches, who obſtinately perſiſt in provoking 
bim by their fins! The happineſs and proſperity of 


according to their improvement or abuſe of the diving 
goodneſs. Of this important truth a memoraie ins 
ſtance hath now been preſented to our view. Becaut 
the men of Judah ſerved not the Lord with 10115" 
neſs and gladneſs of heart, for the abundance 0 al 


things, therefore, as Moſes foretold, they ſerved tei 
; | | enum! 
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enemies which the Lord ſent againſt them, in hunger, 


and in thirſt, and in nakedneis, and in want ot all 


things *. The remnant that were left in the land, 
ſonnd themſelves in a wilderneſs, deſtitute of the 
comforts of life, of the temple-ſervice, the inſtituted 
worſhip of God, and expoſed to innumerable hard- 
ſhips and dangers. Would you, my friends, avoid 
the dreadful judgments of heaven, and enjoy continued 
proſperity ? Yeware of provoking God to anger by 
your ſins: bring forth fruit correſponding to the impor- 
tant advantages you enjoy, and the peculiar kindneſs 
of the Lord with which you are favoured. Remem- 
der the abuſe of proſperity is extremely dangerous, 
and hath proved the deſtruction of multitudes. « When, 
© therefore, thou haſt eaten and art full, then thou 
* ſhalt bleſs the Lord thy God, for the good land 
* which he hath given thee. Beware that thou for- 
get not the Lord thy God, in not keeping his com- 
* mandments, and his judgments, and his ſtatutes, 
* which I command thee this dav : leſt when thou 
© haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes, 
*and dwelt therein; and when thy herds and thy 
{ flocks multiply, and thy filver and gold ãs multiplied, 
* and all that thou haſt is multiplied : then thine heart 
be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God f.“ 


„Deut. xxviii. 47, 48. — Deut. viii. 10. et ſeq. 


* PRELIME 


, 
F 
« 
1 
[1 10 


— ̃ — ” 


. overthrow of the kingdoms of Syria and Ephraim, 


cal repreſentation of the future fortunes of both the 
. kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, in conſequence of the 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


W E come now to the ſecond part of our prophet's 
fifth diſcourſe, in which he treats of the over. 
throw of the kingdoms of Syria and Ephraim—the 
calamines to be inflicted upon the Jews by the Aff. 
rians—and other events which were to precede the | 
appearance of the Mefliah, with ſome of the ſigns and 
conſequences of his maniteſtation. He begins with 
mentioning a confirming ſign of the certain and ſudden 


which was ordered to be given by divine authority, 
ver. 1.—4. He next proceeds to give a propheti- 


Aſſyrian invaſion, ver. 5.—8. He then addrefles the 
Iſraelites and Syrians, aſſuring them, that their at- 


tempts _ Judah would prove unſucceſsful and he 


fruitleſs, becauſe God was with them, ver. 9, 10. . 
After which, he ſolemnly warns the people of Judah the 
_ agaiult idolatry, divination, and other forbidden prac. Wi vt 
tices, to which they were inclined ; and directs them af 
to the exerciſe of thoſe affections, and to that con-. ru 
duct, with which they ought to ſuſtain the hoſtile at. fall 
tacks of their enemies, ver. 11. to the end of the 2" 
chapter. In this, as in almoſt all of his diſcourſes, bein 
the prophet connects ſpiritual with temporal enemies, Wi #< 
ſpiritual with temporal deliverances, ſpiritual with tem- dere 
poral felicity, as will appear more fully afterward. He ot 
hath allegorized the former to the accompliſhment ol y th 
the latter; and, under the image of temporal mercies, i th 
he hath ſhadowed out ſpiritual bleſſings. * 
bib, 

of the 

| n ſuc 

(: H A p count! 


1 
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CHAP. VIII. 


OREOVER, the Lord ſaid unto me, 
Take thee a great roll, and write in it 
with a mans pen, concerning Maher-ſhalal- 


haſh-baz. 


q The prophet begins by ſetting forth the divine au- 
h thority by which he acted, in the attatr he proceeds to 
. WT &{cribe ——To the inſtructions which the Lord for. 
: merly gave Tiaiah, he added the tollowing : Take thee 
„erer roll, &c.; or, according to the Biſhop of Lon. 
5 don's new tranitation, „Take unto thee a large mir. 
= Ki ror.” The learned tranſlator ſuppoſes, that the 
he brew word here rendered roll, is not derived from 
be one that ſignifies, to roll, but from one ſignifying, to 
at. make clear or bright by rubbing, to poliſh, to ſhew.; 
na bence the word before us ſignifies, a poliſhed tablet of 
0. WY tal; ſuch as was anciently uſed for a mirror, inſtead of 
ah the glats ones in faſhion among us. The prophet is 


commanded to take a large mirror, or poliſhed tablet, 
ſufficient for him to engrave upon it with a graving in- 
ſtrument, in deep and legible characters, as might be 
alily read and underſtood by thoſe for whofe inſtruc- 
te bon it was intended —Maher-thalal-haſh-baz; which 
being interpreted, ſignifies, to haſten the ſpoil, to take 
quickly the prey. In this conciſe manner, he was or- 
dered to record the ſubject and ſum of the prophecy, 
rating to the deſtruction of Damaſcus and Samaria 
dy the Aſſyrians. The perſon who was to make haſte 
to the ſpoil, was the king of Aſſyria, whom God uſed 
% the rod of his anger, and the ſtaff of his indigna- 
uon, wherewith he ſeverely chaſtized the men of ſu- 
Wh. This ambitious prince, animated by the proſpect 
af the {poil and plunder which he expected to acquire 
n ſudea, was to undertake an expedition againſt that 
chuntry with the utmoſt diſpatch and alacrity. Simi— 
che order which our prophet at this time 8 
CCG 


Wo 


—ͤ—U—— ä — oa 


. ceived from God, was that given to Jeremiah, where | 
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he was thus conimanded; Take thee a roll of 
© book, and write therein all the words that I haye 
* ſpoken u:1to thee againſt Iſrael, and againſt Judah, 
and againſt all the nations, from the day I ſpake unto | 
* thee, from the days of Joſiah, even unto this day“. 
What kind attention to the intereſts of mankind hath Wl : 
the bleſſed God diſcovered at all times, in the inſtruc. 
tions which he hath communicated to his ſervants the . 
prophets! A remarkable inſtance of this lies now be. 
fore us, in the information he conveyed by Ifaiah, to 
the kingdoms of Judah, Ephraim, and Syria, of an 
approaching important event, wherein they were 
deeply intereſted ; of which we, as well as they, ought 
to make proper improvement. 


2 And I] took unto me faithful witneſſes to 
record, Uriah the prieſt, and Zechariah the ſon 
of Jeberechiah. 


The tranſaction here narrated, was no doubt done 


in obedience to the orders which our prophet received f 
from God, which, for the fake of brevity, he only in nan 
part recorded in the foregoing verre. Having got a ane 
large polithed tablet, and « graving inſtrument, or ai th 
great roll, and a man's pen, that he might execute won 
his orders with the greater ſolemnity, and the tante 
action be legally confirmed, he provides two relpei-ftice ; 
able, faithful witneſſes to atteſt the fact. I ſuppoleMour |: 
theſe men were to {ub!cribe their names in the role te p! 
or to inſert them in the writing-tablet, as witneſſes bc in: 
after the manner of an in!trument intended fo br 
public uſe, that they might give weight and autorg 
thority to this prediction, for the conviction of Aha Ke 
and his people. One of theſe witneſſes was Uriah: ur 
the prieſt. Though this man afterward aſſiſted AhaWMii:, 
in idolatrous practices, and built him an altar after tn e 
Wuptl, 
Je NEL 2 cad, 


Patte 
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= FRE which the king ſent him from Damaſcus, he 
a ſecms at this time to have been a perſon of good cha- 
e ner and unqueſtionable veracity, as well as reſpecta. 
, pine, on account of the ſacred office with which he 
o . inetd. The other witneſs, which our prophet 
5 en ed to his aſſiſtance, was Zechariah, the fon of ſe- 


h berchiah. ile was probably a Levite, one of the 
e. ſom of Aſaph, Who, in the beginning of Hezekiah's 
he reign aſſembled with his brethren, and ſanctified 
e- th:wfelves, at -the commandment of the king, to 
to ceaſe the houfe of the Lord, as we read, 2 Chron. 
an WW xxix. 13. 15. How exact the obedience, how ad- 
re Wl miraole the candour, which our prophet ditplaved, in 
bt WW executing the order he received from God! Let us 
imitate him in theſe reſpects, and endeavour faith. 
fully to perform every part of the office aſſigned us. 


on 3 And I went unto the propheteſs, and he 
conceived and bare a ſon; then faid the LORD 
to me, Call his name, Maher-ſhalal-haſh-baz. 


ved In this verſe, Iſaiah mentions another expreſs com-. 
in nand that he received from God, with the circum- 
ot a ance which gave rife to this order. According 
rio the cuſtom of the Hebrews, and ſome other nations, 


ite women derive their names from their huſbands, or 
ame profeſſions which they follow; though this prac- 
ci tice does not correſpond altogether with the idiom of 
ol our lanzuage, and the phraſeology uſed among us. By 
oll the propheteſs, the wife of our prophet ſeems plainly to 
es bc intended, About this time ſhe conceived and brought 


oth a ſon, whom the Lord, by ſome revelation he 
torded his ſervant, directed to be called Maher- 
tlal-hath-baz, the very name which was required to 
be written in the roll, or inſerted in the polithed 
lit, mentioned in the firſt verſe of this chapter. 
In Conſequence of this divine appointment, which 
Wudtleſ; laiah punctually obeyed, all who ſaw the 
ul, or keard him named, were reminded of the pro- 
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phecy written by our prophet, and atteſted by tuo 
faithful witnefles, of which this name was the con. 
prehenſive fum. You may remember, he had an 
elder ſon, called Shear-jaſhah, a name big with com. 
fort, ſignifying, a remnant ſhall return. The mani. 
fold mercies of God having becn abuſed by the people | 
among whom the prophet acted by divine commiſiicn, 
and among whom he, and the children whom God | 


| gave him, were for ſigns and wonders in Irael, he | 
| was directed to call a younger ſen by a name, import. Wil © 
| ing, that predicted judgments would be ipeedily exe. . 
} cuted. Thus did God gractoutly condeſcend, by k 
1 various ways, to inſtruct his people in the certainty Ml. 
if of approaching calamities, which were ſoon to be in- 1 
[Hl flicted upon Damaſcus and Samaria. Hence we ought 15 
ll to learn, diligently to attend to the divine admoui-W _ 
[it tions which we receive of thoſe awful judgments, 1 
which ere long ſhall be executed upon the unpenitcu b « 

and ungodly. | A 

5 me 

4 For before the child fhall have knowledge. 

to cry, My father and my mother, the riches o ure 

Damaſcus, and the ſpoil of Samaria, ſhall be he 

taken away before the king of Afyria. I 

my 

In theſe words, the time is fixed for the accompli ine 

ment of the calamities here foretold. Little chi. 

dren commonly begin to call their parents by namq urn: 

when they are between two and three years of age ud: 

ſo that we may conclude, that within four yeaiM)i; 

after the date of this prediction, the events fore 

told ſhould come to pals. The firſt of thele uo 

ſpects the riches of Damaſcus, which was the cid bur 

city of Syria, in Aſia, fituated in a large plain, vP0Wtoo: 1 
the river Chryſorchoas, lying between the range Ms 
mountains over againſt Lebanon and mount Herma i. 

one hundred and forty miles to the fouthward 4 


ruſalem. It was one of the moſt ancient cities 


the world, being mentioned in the hiſtory of thc 
trial 
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trarch Abraham, Gen. xiv. 15. where we are inform- 
ed. that the father of the faithful, with his trained ſer- 
rants, purſued after the kings who had plundered his 
brother's ſon, and taken him captive, unto Hobah, 
which is on the left hand of Damaſcus. In the days 
of Ahaz, this city ſeems to have been remarkable for 
itz opulence, and its numerous inhabitants. The 
atter relates to the ſpoil of Samaria, which was the 
chief city of the kingdom of Ephraim, built by Omri, 


ria of Shemer, for two talents of ſilver, and built on 
the hill, and called the name of the city which he 


he hill, Samaria *. The city ſtood high, was well for- 
ited, and was remarkable for the fine ſprings of wa- 
er from which the inhabitants were plentifully ſup- 
plicd, and watered the vineyards, the olive. yards, and 
zardens, that were planted in its vicinity. It is now 
k 10WN by the name of Sebaſte, where the remains of 
be pal ace of Ahab, king of Iſrael, are ſtill to be ſeen, — 

ſhe riches and the ſpoil of theſe royal cities are here 
ow. to be taken away before the king of Aſſyria. 
Ihe expreſſion ſeems to allude to the ancient cuſtom 
it conquerors, who ordered the ſpoils of thoſe they 
1ad vanquiſhed, to be carried in triumph before them 
ro the kingdom or city for which they fought. The 
Afvrian monarch, with his victorious army, were to re- 
urn to their own land, richly laden with the ſpoils they 
lad taken in war, after having pillaged both the metro- 
polis and the country of E phraim, and Syria, and made 
eat daughter among their inhabitants. This pre- 
ation was accordingly fulfilled within three or 
our years, by Tiglath-pileſer, king of Aſſyria, who 
bk Damaſcus, carried the people captive to Kir, and 
ky Rezin, as you read, 2 Kings xvi. 9.; and who 
Wl took the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half 
We of Manaſſeh, and carried them captive to Aſly- 


* 2 Kings xvi. 23, 24. 
„ ria, 


one of the kings of Iſrael, who bought the hill Sama- 


duilt, after the name of Shemer, the former owner of 
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Was faid of the Romans, They were often overcome 


ria, as is written, 2 Kings xv. 29.——In the review 


of this ſubject, we may ſay of the people of God what 


in battle, but never in war. They have been fre. 
quently in perilous circumitances ; but the Moſt High 
hath always been their defence, and hath never failtd 
ſeaſonably to appear for their deliverance, which 
ought to animate us to hope and confidence in God, 
Like Ahaz, and his people, however, we are apt to | 
ſuſpect the truth and faithfulneſs of Jehovah, in his 
promiles and predictions reſpecting the ſafety of his 


people, eſpecially when events run counter to our e. 
pectations, and unſurmountable difficulties ſeem to lie i 
in the way of their accompliſhment. In deipond. I 
ency we are ready to exclaim, Where is the help that BMW 


God hath promiſed in the day of trouble? Let the 
exact completion of the above and ſimilar prophecies | 
of the moſt unlikely events, excite us to fay of the 
Lord, He is my refuge, and my fortreſs: my God, 


in him will J truſt *. I 
| ſin 

s The LorDp ſpake alſo unto me again, ba 
faving. lhe 
ner 

The prophet declares, that the Almighty, who gef nd 
him the inſtructions he had already mentioned, wa ter + 
the author of theſe which he is about to relate.— ri; 
He aflirms, that the Lord ſpake unto him: but he doe one 
not inform us, whether he received the following re Lon 
velation by an audible voice from heaven, by a vim chan 


in the night, or by ſome deep impreſſion made up thi; 
his mind. The words alſo and again, which are berg 
uſed, ſerve to intimate, that a new period begins 4 
this verſe; and that another ſubject of diſcourle, 1ony 
what different from the former, is introduced, con 
taining a more full declaration of the future tor 
tuncs of Ephraim and Judah. By this aflertion, 


* Plal. xci. 2. 


01 18 
0 


ves the moſt explicit aſſurance of the divine autho- 
ol . . | - ; 
rity by which he ſpake, in the manner following; and, 
therefore, we ought diligently to attend to what is 
written for our admonition. 


6 Forſomuch as this people refuſeth the wa- 
ers of Shiloah that go ſoftly, and rejoice in Re- 
iin and Remaliahs fon, 


Theſe words deſcribe the criminal conduct which 
was the procuring cauſe of the judgments threatened 
in the following verſe. The perſons whoſe conduct 
is repreſented, are called this people, among whom 
Ikah exerciſed his office as a prophet, to whom he 
was ſent with the awful meſſage here recorded. Both 
the kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael ſeem to be intend- 
ed in the defcription contained in this verſe : the for- 
mer charge was brought againſt Judah, who deſpiſed 
the waters of Shiloah ; and the latter, againſt the 
liraclites, who rejoiced in Remaliah's fon. 'The 


un, beh. Shiloah or Siloam was a fountain fituated on 
the weſt fide of Jeruſalem, toward the ſouth-weſt cor- 
ter, without the wall, remarkable for the excellence 
and abundance of its waters. From this fountain, wa- 
kr was conveyed, by different ſtreams, into two pools 
vithin the city, for the uſe of the inhabitants; the 


doc one of which was called the Upper, and the other the 

re Lower Pool. Theſe waters, gently gliding along the 

110088 channels that were formed for conveying them to 

po ar ditterent receptacles, afforded, in their progreſs, 
ere 


a agrecable emblem of the kingdom of David, which, 
tough much reduced in ſtrength, was preſerved, by 


011: thc bicking of God, and continued in the line of his 
con u,, notwithſtanding all the efforts of its enemies. 
: 108 Br ihe waters of Shiloah that run ſoftly, may be 
1, b Nur, ju a figurative ſenſe, the kingdom of the houſe 


© David, which was perpetuated, under the favour 
al protection of Jehovah, amidſt the many hoſtile 
| attempts 
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ln of Judah conſiſted in refuſing the waters of Shi- 
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_ apoſtle John, The waters which thou ſaweſt, are 


either of ſurrendering themlelves into the hands of 


attempts that were employed for its deſtruction. Be 
not ſurpriſed at this expoiition, which accords with 
the interpretation of the angel, who informed the 


peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues *,” 
The figure is juſt and elegant. Waters conſiſt of an 
aggregate body of liquid parts, which eafily receive 


impreſſion, and are carried hither and thither accord. 


ing to the force of the external cauſes by which they 
are agitated and directed. In theſe and other reſpec, | 
they repreſent the collective body of the people, who Wl | 
are eaſily actuated and influenced by various external 
cauſes, eſpecially by their king, or chief mayiſtrate, WM | 
Many of this people of whom the prophet ipeaks, 
contemning their native country, deſpiſing their prince, 
their form of government, and the advantages en- 
joyed by their metropolis, deſtitute of faith and trult 
in God, were reduced to the diſagreeable alternative, 


ol 

the confederate kings, or of committing themſelves 8: 
to the protection of Aſſyria, whoſe aſſiſtance they had * 

already implored. By adopting either of theſe mez- ö 
ſures, they diſcovered a criminal contempt ot the A- n. 

mighty, who was their king and defence, and wio WW. 

generouſly offered them his help, which they bad din 

wickedly rejected. Such was the fin and folly of ju- ho 

dah, which expoſed them to the invaſion threatened WF tin 
in the next verſes. The ſin of Iſracl conſiſted in with 

their rejoicing in Rezin and Remaliah's fon. Ihe ber 

great bulk of the people were highly pleaſed with the ban 

treaty of alliance formed between theſe two princes Wi vere 

they approved of the plans they had formed, and thun 

avaricious views which they avowed, in their intend d 

enterprize, of rendering the kingdom of Judah a pro bon 

vince of their empire. Elated with the good fortunq grau- 

which had attended the united efforts of the coulede iſthe 0 

rate princes, and truſting to the ſtrength of the conn; :!. 


* Rev. xvii. 15. 
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pedition, and were already joyful in the proſpect of 
victory. By this very culpable behaviour, they juſtly 
expoſed themſelves to the dreac diſpleaſure and ven- 
geance of that God, whoſe beloved land they had pre- 


Hence let us be inſtructed highly to value and improve 
te important advantages with which we are favoured 
in this happy land, under the beit form of human go- 
vernment, adminiſtered by the beſt of kings. Whilſt 
ve carciully avoid truſting in man, and making fleſh 
our arm, let us ever be ſolicitous to experience the 
happincis of thoſe who have the God of Jacob for 
their help, whole hope is in the Lord their God“. 


7 Now therefore behold, the Lord bringeth 
p upon them the waters of the river, ſtrong 
ve, and many, even the king of Aſſyria, and all his 
0: Wl olory : and he ſhall come up over all his chan» 


. nels, and go over all his banks. 
"Y Upon people of the above deſcription, God, to 


Al- om vengeance belongeth, threatens, by the pro- 
cho het, to execute judgments correſponding to the 
had cimes they had committed. By the river here 
Ju- poken of, may be meant the E uphrates, which is ſome- 
ned limes called the Great River, as it was the greateſt 
unf with which the Ifraelites were acquainted, though 
The Wi there are larger rivers in the world, ſuch as the 
the Ganges, the Danube, and ſome others. Its waters 


cc Gre itrong and many : they ran with great violence 
ie Fi rapidity from the mountains of Armenia, eſpe- 
nc ciilly at the ſeaſons in which the ſnow melted ; they 


bon became very deep, and ſpread ben to a 
great breadth. In the following part of the verſe, 
the prophet explains this figure ; and teaches Us, that 
iy tie waters of the river, "ere meant the king of 


F Pla}. cxlvi. 5. Afri 
| tyra, 


bined armies, they doubted not the ſucceſs of the ex- 


jrmptuoufly conſpired to invade and defolate.—— 


q ; 
1 
1 
% 
"1 
: 
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included in the expreſſion, All his glory. Eaſtern 
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Aſſyria, and all his glory. The glory of the king of 


Aſſyria conſiſted in the very numerous and well. 
diſciplined troops which he commanded, and could | 
march againſt his ene-nies. According to the obſerva. 
tion of the wiſe man, © In the multitude of people 
is the king's honour “.“ Much more, however, i; 


kings and princes, when they went forth anciently on 
great expeditions, uſed to carry along with them their 
wiſe counſellors, their renowned heroes, their nobles, 
and great men, as their attendants, beſides their | 


wives and concubines, who, with their military equi. | 


page, their tents, and beds, and large veſſels of gold 


and filver, added greatly to their magnificence and Wl | 


ſplendour. In this manner, Xerxes and Darius con-! 
ducted their famous expeditions : and theſe things 
conſtituted their glory, and the glory of the king of 
Aſſyria, here ſignified, by the waters of the river, 
ſtrong and many. The prodigious army of this 
haughty monarch, its great ſtrength, its rapid march, 


and the terrible noiſe with which it was attended, are ur 
very ſignificantly repreſented by the waters of the ber 
river Euphrates, eſpecially when it overflowed its bee 
banks, running along with irreſiſtible force and im-. 
etuoſity. Theſe waters, figurative of the vaſt armics d, 
of Aſſyria, God threatens to bring down like a mighty Wi ©: : 
flood upon Judah and Iſrael, as a juſt puniſhment tor Ile 
their aggravated fins, and particularly for their wic- Wi bre 
ked contempt of his promiſes, | * 

| chu 

3 And he ſhall paſs through Judah, he ſhall 
overflow and go over, he ſhall reach ever to the wp 
neck, and the ſtretching out of his wings ſhal *. 
fill the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel. tho, 
The progreſs of that deſtruction with which th 1 
Aſſyrians were to overflow the land of Judah is het i 

| | | ald A. 


* Prov. xiv. 28. 8 
marke 
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marked. The metaphorical language employed 
: in the foregoing verſe is here continued, in which the 
hans are ſtill ſpoken of as a river, which, having 


. \welled above its banks, pours its waters into the 
. neiahbouring plains. Having deluged the kingdom 


5 of Ephraim, they were next to ſpread deſolation over 
n the land of Judah, which was now in a low condition. 
n 'hough it was to be preſerved from total deſtruction, 
ir with which it was threatened, its inhabitants were 
« Wh ievertbeleſs to find themſelves in very perilous cir- 
ir cumſtances, like a man who is near being drowned, 
11. ben the waters reach to his neck. In this figurative 
d &fcription, the kingdom of Judah is compared to a 


nd human body; by whoſe head the chief city of Jeru- 
n. alem was intended, which, by the kind providence 
deset God, was prelerved in fatety from the threatened 
of Wl inafion, whilſt the whole country beſides was over- 
er, un by the enemy, and demoliſhed. And the 
his Lretching out of his wings, &c. The moſt diſtant 
ch, Wl parts of the vaſt Aſſyrian army, which, in the mili- 
are ury ftyle, are called wings, are threatened to ex- 
the end over the whole land, and to occupy its entire 
its Wl breadth, reaching from the river Jordan to the Medi- 
im- WJ icrrancan fea. Our prophet, contemplating theſe 
nies WM reful events, converts the prediction into the form 


rbty ka complaint, which he addreſſes to Immanuel, the 


for lluſtrious Perſon whoſe wonderful nativity he had 
wic- i brctold in the preceding chapter. Having his mind 
luminated with the knowledge of this extraordinary 
chuacter, who was at once to be the Son and Lord of 
David, the Son of God, the Saviour, and Guardian of 
lis people, he invokes him to conſider the forlorn con- 
Utton of thoſe whom he had appropriated to himlelf, as 
thc objects of his gracious care and ſpecial protection. 
[hoy who art God with us, whole land we poſſeſs, 
bile choſen city we inhabit, in whoſe temple we wor- 
Gp, pity thy peculiar people in the depths of diſtreſs, 
and word us thy friendly aid, and ſeaſonable deliver- 
ar, in the time of our extremity. God be our refuge 

| | and 
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* and ſtrength, a very preſent help in trouble. There. 
© fore will not we fear, though the earth be remoy ed, 
© and though the mountains be carried into the midſt 
© of the fea. Though the waters thereof roar, and 
© be troubled, though the mountains ſhake with the 
* ſwelling thereof'®: *. The fulfilment of the former 
part of this prophecy you may read, 2 Kings xvii. 6,; 

and the accompliſhment of the latter you may ſe, 
2 Kings xviii. 13, 14.-——One great deſign of record. 
ing the prediction, and afterward the execution ct 
theſe delolating judgments, is, that, by diligently 
conſidering them, we may be warned againſt theft 
deſtructive practices which prevailed among the poſte. 
rity of Abraham, who are ſet up as beacons, to di 
rect us to keep clear of thoſe ſins in conſequence of 
which they were involved in ruin. Having received pI 


precept upon precept upon this ſubject, let us learn 20 
this neceflary leſſon, and make this wife unprove- 10 
ment of what we have now heard for our benefit. irc 

Ye 


97 Aſſociate yourſelves, Oye people, and ye I arr 
Hal be broken in pieces; and give ear, all ye anc 
of far countries: gird yourſelves, and ye ſhal r 
be broken in pieces; gird yourſelves, and ye 
ſhall be broken in pieces. 

10 Take counſel together, and it ſhall come 
to nought; ſpeak the word, and! it ſhall not ſtand: 
for Cod i with us. 


In theſe verſes, the prophet foretels, that the hoſtile 
attempts of the enemies of Judah ſhould certainly bd 


leive; 

fruſtrated. Foreſceing, by the ſpirit of prophecy "a 

the many e enemies of that nation, wha dbl 

would cndeavour to accompliſh their deſtruction, dn 

the diſappointment with which thei: exertions feu 71. 
be attended, he repeatedly calls upon them, vi .. 


Pal. XI. 1, 2, Zo 
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exultation and triumph, to adopt thoſe meaſures which 
they might judge molt likely to complete their deſign. 
The words may be conſidered as primarily addrefled 
to the nations of Ephraim and Syria, who were con- 
federated for the overthrow of Ahaz and his kingdom. 
As the prophet repeats the command, or invitation, a 
ſecond and third time, he might have his views of 
the potent adverſaries of his country extended to more 
diſtant future periods, in which the Aſſyrians, and 
afterward the armies of Antiochus Epiphanes, were 
to be defeated. Aſſociate. yourſelves, O ye people. 
Aſſemble your troops from every quarter, Ephraim- 
tes, Syrians, Aſſyrians, and Chaldeans: let all your 
forces be collected from the moſt diſtant parts of the 
country, to carry into execution your intended enter- 
priſe, —And ye ſhall be broken in pieces. Immanuel, 
againſt whoſe people and kingdom no weapon that is 
formed can proſper, ſhall break you with a rod of 
Iron: he ſhall daſh you in pieces like a potter's veſſel. 
Your plans of operation ſhall be diſconcerted, your 
armies ſhall be routed, your power ſhall be broken, 


ye Ind your hoſtile purpoſes abandoned. And give 
moral ye of far countries; however diſtant in reſpect 
vo WM of time and place, from thoſe in which this prophecy 
ö i; delivered. Be attentive to the ſolemn aſſurance now 
* given, in the name of the Lord, for your inſtruction, 


a8 to the future fortunes of his church, and the difap- 
00 -I pointment and ruin of her enemies. 


on your iwords, and furniſh yourſelves with all the im- 
plements of war. I repeat the challenge, Gird your- 
tires, Though you again prepare for acts of hoſti- 
lt, and anew ſtrengthen yourſelves, however formi- 
table your expeditions may appear, and likely to be 
cron ned with ſucceſs Te ſhall be broken in pieces. 
the Moſt High over all the earth again declares, all 
four etorts againſt Judah ſhall be vain ; all your re- 
pated attempts againſt that kingdom ſhall be fruit- 
ks: only you yourſ.lves ſhall perith in the enterpriſe. 
31 Take 


Gird your-. 
ſelves, Prepare for action, make ready for battle, put. 
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Take counſel together, as to ways and means by 
which you ſuppoſe you may moſt ſucceſsfully invade 


and conquer the land of Judah. And it ſhall cone 
79 nought. All your devices and plans of. operation 
ſhall be fruſtrated. © Kings of the earth may ſet them. 
« ſelves, and rulers take counſel together, againſt the 
Lord, and his people. But he that ſitteth in the 
<* heavens ſhall laugh: the Lord ſhall have them in 
deriſion. He ſhall ſpeak to them in his wrath, and 
vex them in his hot diſpleaſure “.“ Speak the | 
word, Declare your determined reſolution of invading | 
and deſolating the land of Judah, and give orders to f 
your powerful armies to carry your purpoſes into exe. 
cution. And it ſhall not ſtand. Who is he that 
ſaich, and it cometh to pals, if the Lord commandeth 
it not? There is no counſel or wiſdom againſt the pl 
Lord. His counſel ſhall ſtand, and he will do all his be 
pleaſure ; but your word and purpoſe ſhall not ſtand, WM a 
for this good reaſon d is with us. The pro- v 
miſed Immanuel, to whoſe name the prophet alludes, WM en 
and of which he gives the interpretation, God is with WE tin 
us, he ſhall be the defence of the houſe of his ſervant | 
avid, and deliver the kingdom of Judah out of your 
hands. God is with us in his temple, affording the 
ſymbols and proofs of his gracious preſence; he 1s 
with us by his providence, granting us protection 


from powerful enemies; he is with us in his promiſes, WM por 
aſſuring us of defence and ſafety. And if God be for ben 
us, who can be againſt us+? © He is clothed wit Mſ ped: 
« ſtrength wherewith he hath girded himſelf; and is pon 
* mightier by far than the noiſe of many waters, yea, WW ton 
than the mighty waves of the ſea J. Behold, al iny 
© they that are incenſed againſt thee, ſhall be aſhamed _ mi 
© and confounded : they {hall be as nothing |.” Tinte 
God who is with us, is full of the moſt tender affec- them 
tion for his people, whom he keeps as the apple aß 5 

e 


% Pal. ii. 2. ef ſeg. + Rom. vili. 31. + Plal. xCllid 


Iſaiab xli. 11. 


hu 


his eye: he conſiders the injuries done to them as 
done to himſelf ; and in all the diſpenſations of his 
proridence and grace, he diſcovers the higheſt regard 
to their beſt intereſts. In every age, and in every na- 
tion of the world, God, my brethren, is with his 
people, to ſtrengthen and protect, to bleſs and ſave 
them. How animating and comfortable is this affur- 
ance to all good men, who wait for the falvation of 
the Lord! 


Ba SE RT GJ RO 


11 © For the Lond ſpake thus to me with a 
ſtrong hand, and inſtructed me that I ſhould not 
walk in the way of this people, ſaying. 


O an 8 


9 1 


[aiah here declares in what manner God was 


= 2 


1e 
he received. He ſpake to the following effect, with 
a ſtrong hand; with ſuch irreſiſtible energy, that he 
was not diſturbed or diſtreſſed, but elevated, ſtrength- 
ened, and comforted. The prophet's mind at this 
time was probably in ſome meaſure enfeebled, in con- 


delponding fears; and the proſpect of difficulties and 


vailing temper and practice of the times. God, there- 
fore, who upholdeth them that fall, effectually ſup- 
ported, inſtructed, and enabled him to perform what 
he was commanded. By his ſtrong hand, every im- 
pediment was removed out of the way of duty, all op- 
poition was vanquithed, and what was ſpoken carried 
home with divine power to his heart. The expreſſion 
imports, that the Lord ſpake with ſuch glorious evi- 


them effectual for the purpoſes for which they were 
intended. There are principles of oppoſition to 
le dilpenſations and admonitions of God in the 
liearts even of good men, which require the ſtrong 
hand of the Almighty to ſubdue them. Of this re- 
marx 


cli. 


buy 
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pleaſed to communicate to him the inſtruction that 


ſequence of which he was ready to be diſmayed by 


dangers might have made him give way to the pre- 


dence of the truth he delivered, and accompanied his 
mitructions with ſuch mighty energy, as rendered 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
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mark the prophet Jonas affords a remarkable inſtance. 
The apoſtle Paul loudly complains, that the fleſh luſt- 
eth againſt the ſpirit; and this all the ſaints feel in 
their experience. Wrong apprehenſions of the truths 
and ways of God, unſucceſsfulneſs in his ſervice, the 
influence of temptation, the entanglements of the 
world, the power of corruption, and a ſenſe of guilt, 
conſpire to render this method of inſtruction neceſ. 
tary. And ſuch is the tender compaſſon of Jehovah, 

that, in order to the profiting of his ſervants, by his 
itrong hand, he caſts down every lofty imagination, 
and every high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the 
knowledge of God; and at once affords effectual de- 
liverance, conviction, and aſſiſtance. | 

And inſtructed me that I ſhould not walk in the way 
of this people, The people of Judah, deſcribed at 
the fixth verſe of this chapter, who had become weary 
of the government, the laws, and religion, which God 
had eſtabliſhed among them, and were attached to 
foreign princes, alliances, and cuſtoms, are doubtleſs 
here intended. The prophet is cautioned not to walk 
in their ways. This prohibition is not to be under- 
ſtood in the literal, but in the figurative ſenſe. He 
was not diſſuaded from travelling in the ways by which [ 
they journeyed from one place to another, but from Wt u 
following their example, and deliberately proceeding, N.eit! 
by a conſtant progreſſive motion, in imitating their 


temper, converſation, and conduct. He was cau- WW Th 
tiouſly to avoid conformity to them in their bad diſ- ion; 
ofitions, and ſinful practices. In this ſenſe, ſome le, ar 
of the kings of Judah are laid to have walked in the Whlving 
way of David and Solomon “. This inſtruction was lte p 
intended to preſerve our prophet from going into the {ſation 
evil courſes, upon which his countrymen had entered rere g 
at this period, who were overwhelmed with timidity, Ney es 
deſpondency, and diſtruſt in God. He is divine ia! 
taught not to entertain the ſentiments and opinions ing 


* 2 Chron, xi. 17. 


they 
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they had formed at this criſis of affairs, not to ſpeak 
and act in the ſame fooliſh manner that they did, un- 
der the corrupt influence of unbelief and laviſh 
fear. My brethren, if this leſſon was neceſſary to 
lalah, it is ſurely no leſs needful to us. Permit me, 
therefore, to addrefs this advice to you, with the 
greateſt earneſtneſs and affection, Walk not in the 
© way of this people.“ Turn not from the holy com- 
mandment delivered unto you. Ponder the path of 
thy feet, and let all thy ways be eſtabliſned. Turn 
not to the right hand, nor to the left: remove thy 
foot from evil, Turn not to the right hand: pretend 
not to do more than God hath commanded ; and aim 
not to be righteous overmuch. Turn not to the left 
hand: reſt not ſatisfied with your own imperfect per- 
formances, which come far ſhort of the duty which 
God hath preſcribed, Make not void the law of the 
Lord, either by doing that which it hath forbidden, or 
by leaving undone that which it requires. Such as 
turn aſide to crooked ways, the Lord ſhall lead them 
„forth with the workers of iniquity * ; but whoſo 
' walketh uprightly ſhall be faved f.“ 3 


1 12 Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them 
m Wo whom this people ſhall ſay, A confederacy ; 
© either tear ye their fear, nor be afraid. 


u- bis verſe contains another article of the inſtruc- 
il. uon which our prophet received from God, in which 
ne e, and his other ſervants, are cautioned againſt com- 
dying with the prevailing iniquity of the times. 
The people of Judah, on hearing of the ſtrong combi- 
nation formed againſt them by Syria and Ephraim, 


hey exclaimed, A confederacy, a contederacy, which 
n . A . 
mal! prove the means of our ruin. Inſtead of im- 


* Pial. cxxv. 5. + Prov, xxviii. 18. 


half, 


Fere greatly alarmed ; and, filled with delpondency, 


boring the gracious interpoſition of God in their be- 
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half, they called in the help of Aſſyria; and formed 


a very improper connection with that people, who 
helped them not. The prophet, and thoſe who feared 
the Lord, are here diſſuaded from approving this plan 
of operation, which, in the flue, would prove ex- 
ceedingly hurtful to the kingdom of Judah. They 
are ſtrictly prohibited from joining the bulk of the | 
nation, and acting under the influence of that cul. 
pable timidity by which they were diſtreſſed. They 
are required to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the people 
in general, by more excellent principles and practices 
than thoſe which were prevalent among the multi. 
tude. Particularly they were directed; 

Neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid, Thoſe 
diſtreſſing objects which filled the many with con- 
ſternation, and overwhelmed them with dread, ſhould 
not diſcompoſe or intimidate the godly: on the con- e 
trary, they ought to contemplate them with ſerenity, pre 
deſtitute of thoſe diſtracting fears which compelled a are 
profane prince, and wicked people, to ſeek help any in! 
where rather than in God. The fear againſt which WM at 
the caution is here given, may ſignify either the ob- vic 
ject of which they were afraid, namely, the power-W#þ2: 
ful league formed againſt the Jewiſh people by their erer 
confederate enemics, or that kind of fear and per- "io. 
plexity with which the ungodly were much diſturbed &v0 


. 


Or the words may be conſidered as including bote G. 
ſenſes: fear not what your enemies have done, or caiy Who 
do; nor fear with diſmaying, anxious timidity, as dq mate 
the wicked and unbelieving among whom you live in, i 
The natural paſſion of fear, though in itſelf not ting verd 
ful, yet, in depraved creatures, is mixed with {none 
and becomes irregular in its actings, either mill iProper 
the proper object on which it ought to terminate, of lite, 
operating in a wrong way, or forbidden meafure ple 
either directed into a wrong channel, or elte cet andtih 


flow ing its banks. Indeed the other affections 


love, hatred, and joy, are likewiſe often excited 
improper objects; and when people are violently 4 
| | | tate 


Lock. 
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ated by them, their tranquillity of mind is unhappily 
diturbed, and they are either diſtreſſed with anxious 
uneaſineſs, or lulled aſleep in carnal ſecurity. 
Would you comply with this ſalutary advice? Get 
the internal cauſes of this diſtreſſing fear removed, 
and its diſagreeable effects ſhall certainly ceaſe. Uſe 
the ſovereign remedy which a merciful God hath pre- 
ſcribed in the following verſe, for curing this grievous 
malady ; which never fails to prove effectual, through 
tis divine blefling, for diſpelling uneaſy diſquietudes, 
and reſtoring a ſettled ſerenity to the mind. 


13 Sanctify the Lok p of hoſts himſelf, and 
et him be your fear, and let him be your dread. 


Theſe words point out an effectual remedy for pre- 
renting and allaying thoſe diſmaying fears, which our 
prophet, with all the godly, are cautioned carefully to 
avoid, —The word /andtify is uſed in various ſenſes 
in ſcripture, with which you ought to be acquainted, 
mat you may underſtand this and other paſſages 
where it occurs. It ſignifies, to conſecrate, or ſet 
apart, from a common to a ſacred purpoſe*; to purify, 
or make holy f. Sometimes it is aſcribed to men, 
ho, withdrawing from their common employments, 
dexote themſelves to the ſolemn worſhip and ſervice 
of God f. At other times it is attributed to Jehovah, 
who ſanctifies himſelf, when he diſplays the conſum- 
mate rectitude of his nature, and perfect deteſtation of 
in, in the diſpenſations of his providence, and in his 
vord of truth |; and who ſanctifies men, when he 
conveys holy principles into their hearts, from the 
proper improvement of which proceeds that holineſs 
In life, and all manner of converiation, whereby his 
Kople are happily diſtinguiſhed &. Men are ſaid to 
andify God, when they venerate his glorious majeſty, 


= *6 0 „* . 
© Joſhua iii. 5. + John xvii. 17. + Exod. xix. 19. 
Lick. xxxvili. 133. $ 1 Theil. v. 23.4 
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extol his divine perfections, celebrate his infinite py. 
rity, and, truſting in his word, walk in his ordinances 
and commandments. In this important exerciſe, they 
entertain juſt and elevated apprehenſions of his gran- 
deur and grace, his power and faithfulnzſs ; and, fix. 
ing their dependence upon his omnipotence, they are 
faifed far above confidence in human aid. Contem. 
plating him in the magnificent character of the Lord 
of hoſts, who hath all the armies of heaven, and the 
inhabitants of this earth, to execute his pleaſure, they 
are convinced, that he, and he alone, 1s to be feared; | 
and that they have no juſt reaſon to be intimidated by 


the number and power of their enemies. Deeply ſen. MI © 
ſible that none can deliver out of his hand, and that ( 
without him none can either help or hurt them; that b 
he can never want inſtruments ſufficient to baffle the *' 
projects, and defeat the conſpiracies formed againſt 8 
them; they commit themſelves, and all their intereſts, WM * 
into the hands of their great Creator. Thus, my © 
friends, ought we to ſanctify the Lord of hoſts, not * 
only in our words and actions, but in our hearts, a N 
the apoſtle Peter teaches us, in Chap. iii. 15. of his 8 
Firſt Epiſtle. He ſanctifieth his people in foul and bo 3 
dy, rendering their hearts, their language, and the! 5 
lives holy; and, in return, we ought to ſanctify God 85 
both with our outward and inner man. He clear. 155 
ſees through every appearance and dilguiſe int : 
the heart, which he attentively obſerves, and prin 1 4 
cipally regards. If he is ſuitably reipected and enter | . 
tained, and the heart is poſſeſſed of reverence an 858 
love, he graciouſly approves; if not, all the acts oi , = 
external homage are only vain oblation, which he vi , *? 
not accept. If this remedy reaches not to the bea ©*? 
the diſeaſe will remain which 1t is intended to remove [1 
and diſmaying fears will continue to perplex and "MI . 007 
raſs the mind. b 


And les him be your fear, and let him be your arc 
The perſon who ought to be feared, is the Lord 
hoſts, Immanuel, God with us; concerning W208 
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is foretold in the following verſe, © That he ſhall be for 
© a ſanctuary ; but for a ſtone of ſtumbling, and for 
© 2 rock of offence to both the houſes of Iſrael.“ Let 
this mighty Lord, who 1s your Father, your Saviour, 
your King, and your God, in whom are united the 
molt glorious majeſty, and the moſt amiable conde- 
ſcenſion and grace—let him be the chief object of 
your fear and dread. The fear of God here recom- 
mended, doth not conſiſt in terrifying apprehenſions 
of God as an enemy, but in compoſed reverence 
and awe of that almighty Parent, whoſe favour is 
worthy of the higheſt eſteem, and whoſe diſpleaſure 
ought carefully to be avoided as worſe than death. 
lt is a reverential awe of God, excited and preſerved 
by proper views of his goodneſs, as well as of his 
greatneſs. This gracious diſpoſition effectually diſ- 
pcls every other kind of unealy fear, and leaves no 
room for them in the heart. It compoſes the ſoul 
amidſt every diſquietude: it reſtores to it the moſt de- 
frable tranquillity and ſtability, and forms a powerful 
bulwark againſt the approach of evil. What time, ſaid 
David, I am afraid, I will truſt in thee, O Lord, who art 
my defence, and my rock *. Had he raſhly reſolved to 
eck for ſafety in the number, power, and fidelity of 
bis friends and armies, or in any other advantage he 
enjoyed, his diſtracting fears would {till have diſtreſſed 
him; whereas the fear of the Lord, accompanied with 
a firm truſt in his wiſdom, power, and love, is the 
beit antidote againſt, and ſureſt relief from every per- 
plexing anxiety.— Let not thine heart envy ſin- 
ners: but be thou in the fear of the Lord all the 
day long. For ſurely there is a reward, and thine 
' expectation ſhall not be cut off f.? | 
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14 And he ſhall be for a ſanctuary; but for 
alone of ſtumbling, and for a rock of offence 
io both the houſes of Iſrael, for a gin, and for a 
are to the inhabitants of Jerulalem. 


* Plal, Ixii. 5, 6. + Prov. xxiii. 17, 18. 
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The benefit to be enjoyed by thoſe who ſanctify the 
Lord of hoſts, is here contraſted with the dangerous 
condition of thoſe who reject and contemn him. — 
To ſuch as ſanctify and fear the Lord of hoſts, he ſhall | 
be for a ſanctuary; which is a place ſet apart for the 
defence of thoſe who reſort to it for ſafety in the time 
of danger. They ſhall participate of all thoſe impor. 
tant benefits which people enjoy who repair to a 
ſanctuary. By the interpoſition of his kind provi. 
dence, the Lord will protect them from the various 
evils to which they are expoſed ; and they ſhall find 
agrecable ſaſety from every enemy, however ſubtile 
and ſtrong. Both ſoul and body comes into his 
gracious protection, who. is their Keeper, and a 
ſhade upon their right hand, as it is written in 
Pſal. cxxi.: The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all 
evil: he ſhall preſerve thy ſoul. The Lord {hall 
* preſerve thy going out, and thy coming in, from 
* this time forth and even for evermore.” The body, 
with all its interelts, comes under his defence ; who 
hath ſaid, that he keepeth all his ſervants bones; 
© not one of them is broken * ;* who keeps them 
as in a pavilion from the ſtrife of tongues +; and 
ſets a hedge on every. fide about their houtes, and 
all that they have. Ihe ſoul, with all its concerns, 
enjoys in God the molt deſirable covert; who, by 
moſt - undubitable ſigns, demonſtrates his gractous| 
preſence with his people, and folicitovs regard tor 
their welfare and fafety, by forgiving their ſins, illu- 
minating their minds, admitting them to communion 
with him, comforting their hearts, aſſiſting them in 
duty, and accepting of their perſons and ſervices. In 
this ſanctuary, they always find the plentiful ſupply 
of all manner of neceflary proviſion, and the mot de- 
lightful reſt and repoſe amidſt all the evils and dan. 
gers with which they are ſurrounded. It is not indeed 
the object of ſenſe; nor can we fully explain in what 


* Pal. xxxiv. 20. + Pal. xxx, 20. 
| manner 
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manner thoſe who ſeem to be equally expoſed to dan- 
gers with other men, are diſtinguiſhed by the power, 
the grace, and ſpecial care of the providence of 
God. Though the defence is inviſible, it is certain 
mat he that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the Moſt 
High, ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty “. 
his is indeed a moſt extenſive privilege, comprehend- 
ing every thing neceſſary to real felicity, and everlaſt- 
ing conſolation. Initcad of ſhewing you, that this 
auranee hath been verified in ten thouſand inſtances, 
| rather requeſt you to take ſanctuary in Immanuel, 
the Lord of hoſts ; and then you need not be atraid 
of any calamity : there is not any thing that ſhall 
really hurt you: your belt intereſts ſhall be fate, and 
rour hopes ſhall never be diſappointed, _ 

| But for a ſtone of ſtumbling, and for a rock of offence 
n barb the houſes of Iſracl. Immanuel, God with us, 
who is the chief ſubject of the ancient predictions and 
promiſes which were announced by the prophets, who, 
in the preceding verſe, is called the Lord of hoſts, is 
doubtleſs the perſon here intended. The words be- 
fore us are highly figurative, and multiplied, to point 
ut the certainty and greatneſs of the calamity which 
hould befall the fearful and unbelieving. The ex- 
preſfons are of ſimilar import, though the latter is 
fronger and more forcible than the former. The 
irt, in which the perſon ſpoken of is ſaid to be for a 
lone of ſtumbling, plainly intimates, that though 
men were to be offended at him, and diſpleaſed with 
lim, he was firm and permanent ; one that could not 
ably be broken, or torn aſunder; and proper to be 
hic into the foundation of a great building. The 
bit, in which he is foretold to be a rock of offence, 
denotes the wonderful immutability of his nature, 
tte crerlaſting perpetuity of his duration, and his 
qiect ſulliciency to afford defence to thoſe who be- 
ike themſelves to him for refuge, notwithſtand- 


PR XC; te 
ing 


462 LECTURES on ThE Car, vll. 


ing he was injured and offended by multitudes, 
_ Theſe qualifications are often mentioned in the pro. 
phetic writings as attributes of the Meſſiah, who is 
repreſented as poſſeſſing theſe and fimilar proper. 
ties. He is the foundation-ftone which God hath laid 
in Zion, upon which he builds his church ; the rock 
of ſalvation, by which all the elect of God are pro. 
tected from the many hazards to wkich they are ex- 
poſed. ——To thoſe of an oppoſite character, he is a 
ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of offence, as the pro- 
phet declares, and the New Teſtament abundantly 
teſtifies. Some of both the houſes of Iſrael ftumbled 
at the meanneſs of his birth, and the poverty of his 
condition ; others were offended at the obſcurity of | 
his perſon, and his deſpicable appearance in the world. 
Some ſtumbled at the company with which he aſlo.| 
ciated; others were offended at the audience with which I 
he was attended. Some {tumbled at the high preten- an 
ſions which he aſſumed, the doctrine that he taught, W mc 
or the condeſcenſion that he difplayed ; whilſt others WM th: 
were offended at the miracles he performed, at the WM ma 
ſufferings he ſuſtained, and the ignominious, painful po! 
death to which he ſubmitted. Thus it proved to bar 
many of both the houſes of Iſrael. At the time this 
prophecy was delivered, the poſterity of the patriarch 
Jacob was divided into two diſtinct nations, wel 
known by the names of Judah and Ephraim : but at- 
ter their return from captivity, according to the pre 
diction delivered by the prophet Ezekiel *, they were 


united into one people; and in this ſtate they conti th. 
nued, when the great Meſſiah appeared among them. ein 
Let us beware of ſtumbling at Jeſus Chriſt, and i ba 
being offended with him, like the Jews of old. Le fn. 
us eſtimate his character by the unerring ſtandard off cat 
the ſcriptures ; and, grateful for his benevolent inter ag 
poſition in our favour, let us repair to him, the rod luttct 
of ſalvation, and then ſhall we be for ever late. hem 

. If 


* Ezek. xxxvii. 19. 1 
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For a gin, and for a ſnare to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
gem. You all know, I ſuppole, that a gin or ſnare 
are terms of ſimilar import, uſed to ſignify any trap 
that is intended to entangle, through ignorance or in- 
attention, thoſe for whom it was ſet. Here our pro- 
phet foretels, that Immanuel, whom he calls in the 
preceding verſe the Lord of hoſts, would prove for a 
zin and a ſnare to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, by 
whom they were to be reduced to thoſe ſtraits, and 
perplexing difficulties, from which they ſhould be un- 
able to extricate themſelves. They expected the Meſ- 
fah to appear with external pomp and magnificence; 
whereas the Son of God dwelt among them in a mean 
and humble condition. They raſhly pronounced him 
an impoſtor, and a falſe prophet ; whilſt, in fact, he 
was the truth, and his doctrine heavenly and divine. 
They calumniated him as poſſeſſed with a devil, and 
an evil-doer, though he uniformly maintained the 
moſt untainted purity of conduct, and performed, in 
their preſence, thoſe ſtupendous miracles which no 
man could do unleſs God was with him. They ſup- 
poſed that by putting to death Jeſus Chriſt, they would 
have enjoyed the favour of the Romans, and their {tate 
would have been preſerved in ſecurity ; whereas, ac- 
cording to the counſel of Jehovah, their putting him to 
death, was the cauſe of the deſtruction of their nation, 
city, and temple, by that very people whoſe fricndſhip 
they meant thereby to conciliate. When the Son of 


ther are one? that the Father is in him, and he 
in the Father *;* that © he was the Lord of the Sab- 
* bath+;” that © he had power on earth to forgive 
' ins} ;” that © he is the bread of life; and unleſs we 
eat his fleſh, and drink his blood,” c.]; they foolifhly 
magined, that theſe, and the like declarations, were 
ſucient realons why they thould reject him as a blaſ- 
pemer, In this manner they were deceived : they 


* John x. 30. 38, + Makth. xii. 8. 1 Matth. ix. 6. 
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Cod affirmed in his diſcourſes, that he and the Fa- 
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erred in judgment and practice, and ſubjected them. 
ſelves to the moſt terrible judgments. Many in ſe. 
ruſalem were reduced to the moſt diſtreſſing circun.. 
ſtances, and ſuffered the moſt dreadful calamities, 
from which they could not extricate themſelves. The 
cauſe, however, of the divine judgments in which they 
were involved, was not in Jeſus Chriſt, at whom they 
were offended ; but in themſelves, who. without ju 
reaſon, were diſpleaſed with him. Thus was ful. 
filled the prediction before us, and thus were verificd 
the words of good old Simeon, recorded Luke ii, 
24, 35. which he ſpake unto Mary, the mother of our 
Saviour : © Behold, this (difficulted by what name to 
—<.call this iHluftrious child) is ſet for the fall and riſing 'q 
© again of many in Iſrael; and for a ſign which ſhall „ 
© be ſpoken againſt, that the thoughts of many hearts ih 
may be revealed.” As it was of old, fo it is now, 
and ſhall be in following ages of the church: Unto you he 
that believe, he is precious: but unto them who are * 
£ diſobedient, the {tone which the builders diſallowed, F j 
the ſame is made the head of the corner, and a ſtone » 


_— * — — — — — — th... 


der 


; that 
of ftumbling, and a rock of offence, to them who net 
* ſtumble at the word, being diſobedient, whereunto mY 
© allo they were appointed * * oun 

enen 
15 And many among them ſhall tumble and WM. . 


fall, and be br oken, and be four ed, and be taken. Nun, 
„ 
ey 
ork: 
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of a 
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The effects that ſhould follow the accompliſhment 
of the foregoing prediction, are here particularly men. 
tioned and illuſtrated. Of both the houſes of Hrael 
and Judah, and of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, there 
were fome who participated in the great ſalvation of 
the Lord, to whom he was for a ſanctuary. Of 
them alſo there were many, a great number, who 
ſtumbled, and were offended at him; and were, there- 
jore, excluded from the bleſſings of his redemption. 


th 


* 1 Peter ii. 7 8. 
With 
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With wicked hands, having flain the Prince of life, 
and killed the Lord of glory, many of them, through 
blind infidelity, and perverſe obſtinacy, fell under 
the molt awful miſeries. They were deprived of 
their civil and religious privileges, the goſpel was 
taken from them, the covenant between God and 
them was diſſolved, their city and temple was de- 
ſtroyed, wrath came upon them to the uttermoſt, and 
ſome of them fell into everlaſting perdition. And 
bo broken. Their nation and church was broken to 
pieces, in ſuch a manner that they could nd6t recover 
their former unity and grandeur, whilſt great num- 
bers of individuals were broken and ruined by miſ- 
fortunes of various kinds. And be ſnared. By 
their fooliſh reaſonings, and vain deluſions, they were 
brought into a perplexing, dangerous condition, in 
which they could not reconcile the events of provi- 
dence to the opinions they had formed concerning the 
0" Wpromiſed Meſkah ; and thus, through ignorance and 
ue Worcjudice, they were taken as in a ſnare.——It is 
d f 
added, And be taten. As birds are caught in the. net 
that is ſpread for them, and fiſhes are incloſed in the 
net that is let down for them into the water, ſo the 
nhabitants of Jeruſalem were to be inſnared by their 
own wicked devices, and to become a prey to their 
enemies. God, in his infinite wiſdom, ſo over-rules 
liz opinions, the reaſonings, and actions of wicked 
men, that, whilſt they think they are eſcaping dan- 
ger, tear, and trouble, they find, in experience, that 
Itey were egregiouſſy miſtaken, and that they were 
orking their own miſery and deſtruction. As Solo- 
"on obſerves in the Proverbs, © In the tranſgreſſion 
of an evil man there is a ſnare “, in which his 
erhbour is ſometimes caught, and in which he him- 
ll 1s always taken. Reviewing this part of pro- 
lecy, the words of Jefus Chriſt, which are written 
litthew xi, 6, ought to make deep impreſſion upon 


* Prov. xxix. 6. 
OUr 


From this ſubject I might eaſily lead you into an un. 


to lay a ſure foundation on which men ſhould build 


into means of deſtruction. This was the miſery 0 
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our hearts: Bleſſed is he whoſoever ſhall not be ol. 


© fended in me.“ Be not offended at the perſon or 
conduct of the Son of God, at the doctrines or dutics 
he inculcated, at the ſufferings to which he foretold 
his diſciples ſhould be expoſed, and you ſhall expe. 
rience the truth of this beatitude; you ſhall enjoy peace 
and ſafety, when others are broken and ſnared; you 
ſhall be bleſſed with conſolation and joy in this world, 
and in the world to come with everlaſting life.. 


— 
2 Rv. ot 1 


— 82 


thomable depth, which it is much more ſafe to contem- 
plate, and retire to treat of other matters, than to 
enter far into it, and loſe ourſelves. This, however 
we affirm, that the deſtruction of men is always thei © 
fruit of their own doings; and that thoſe who pre- 
ſumptuouſly reject Immanuel, ſhall certainly fall int 

the condemnation here mentioned. Though this won 


Loa — | ln, 
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derful Perſon came into the world not to deſtroy, but 10 
to ſave; though his primary and proper deſign was - 
w 


all their hopes; yet if people will ſtumble, and be of: 
fended at him, they ſhall be broken and ſnared. Re lira 
jection of the Saviour effectually excludes from his fal 
vation, and converts the very means of deliveranct 


many in Iſrael; and this is the condemnation o 
many among us, who either make light of the golpe 
and account it fooliſhneſs, or endeavour to pervert ! 
to the worſt of purpoſes. Take heed then, brethen 
leſt there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelici 
in departing from the living God. 


16 Bind up the teſtimony, ſeal the /ay 
among my diſciples. | 


The prophet, in the name of Jehovah, wi 
gave him commandment what he ſhould lay, 4 
dreſſes Immanuel, calling him to perform his Þ 
culiar work toward his diſciples, to whom he {hou 
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be for a ſanctuary. The perſon introduced as ſpeak- 
ing by Itaiah, and the perſon to whom the words of 
this verſe are directed; are the ſame that are mention- 
ed in Pfal. cx. 1. where the royal poet declares, The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord,” Sc. Tbe teſtiniony, and 
the law, here intended, are the word of God, con- 
tal ing the doctrine and precepts delivered concern- 
ing the promiſed Meſſiah, and thoſe which were pub- 
00 by him and his apoitles. Theſe ſacred truths, 
an! moſt juſt commandments, are ſometimes called a 
telimony, in the ſcriptures both of the Old and New 
Telament“. With great propriety do they bear this 
delgnation, as they teſtify the will of God, and the 
duty of man; as they bear witneſs of ſclus Chriſt, 

and reveal the gracious deſigns of God for the ſalva⸗ 
tion of linners. The word tranflated reſtimon 5, is de- 
fired from one that ſignifies 70 <0i/neſs ; and 18 applied 
to the record of God, which is folemnly atteſted by 
the moſt proper and competent witneſſes. The law 
which it contains, was promulgated amidſt the mi- 
niſtry of angels, in the preſence of the whole camp of 
lirazl, and accompanied with the moſt aſtoniſhing 

wonders, and awful ſigns from heaven. The goſpel 
which it publiſhes, was preached by the Lord, and 
lis inſpired apoitles, God bearing them witneſs with 
ſigns, and Wonders, and miracles, and gifts of the 


O 
Holy Ghoit : it was confirmed | by the death, refur- 


pe 

8. recon, and ſubſequent glory of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
4 the world was required to conſider as e ee 
oy of the truth of their teſtimony. The law ſome- 


tines denotes, in a limited ſenſe e, the moral law 
ot G04. compriſed in the ten commandments; or 
Ne Jcwiln diſpenſation, inſtituted by their great Le- 
Flator. In this ſenſe the 1 John allirms, 
that 6 the law was given by Moles +.” At other times, 
t iynifies the whole word of God revealed in the 
krip ures, which inſtructs mankind in the knowledge 
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aſſertion is to be underſtood: © The law of the Lord 
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of their duty, and points out the manifold obligations 
we lie under to perform it with fidelity and diligence, 
In this extenſive meaning, we ſuppoſe, the following 
is perfect, converting the foul *.* This laſt ſignif. | 
cation of the law ſeems beſt adapted to the paſſage be. 
fore us, where the whole revealed mind and will of 
God is intended, of which the law is an excellent {um- 
mary, as well as the perfect rule of that obedience 
which is required of the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. 

This teſtimony the Mefliah is required to bind up:: 
this law he is directed to ſeal among his cilciples. f þ 
A learned commentator well obſerves, that the He-M } 
brew word tranſlated bind vp, fignifies allo 10 in/criveM n 
and engrave, which, in this verſe, ſeems to be the u. 
preferable interpretation. By this tranſlation, both fr. 
the expreſhons under conſideration are of ſimilar im ker 
port: a juſt and elegant expoſition of the words is ra 
{uggeſted, which, according to this view of them, re Go 
late to the inſcription of the teſtimony and law of de, 
God on the hearts of his diſciples. Of this teſtimon and 
the apoſtle John gives a ſhort abridgment, in theſe fer! 
words: © God ſent his Son to be the Saviour of thi 
* woria4.* When the teſtimony is inſcribed or co: 
firmed by the internal operation of the Holy Ghoil 
the evidences of its glorious truth are deeply in 
prefled upon the mind, and examined with the utmol 
attention and care. The witneſs of Moſes is co 
pared with that given by the other prophets ; the teil 
mony of the Father and the Son, with that of Mt 
ſes, and the prophcts; and with all thefe 1s un 
ed the evidence delivered by the apoltles of Je! 
Chriſt. The combined force of all theſe evidence 
which perfectly agree among themſelves, is cleq 
ly perceived; conviction of the truth is carried 
the heart: in conſequence of which, the record, 
God is received by the diſciple, who thus lets to | 
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. + 1 John iv. 14. 
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{cal that God is true; and, in this manner, as the 
apoſtle Paul ſpeaks, It is confirmed in him“. 
The Meſhah is likewiſe directed to ſeal among his 
diſciples that law, of which love 1s the abridgment 

and fulfilment. Seals, you know, are uſed for dif- 
- W ferent purpoſes. Sometimes, to authenticate a deed, or 
confirm a tranſaction of high importance: thus the 
letters written in king Ahaſuerus* name, by Mordecai, 
were ſealed with the king's ring or ſeal T. At other 
times, things are ſealed, to ſhew whoſe workmanſhip 
they are, or to whom they belong; and, in this ſenſe, 
probably, the apoſtle Paul obſerves, that after men 
believe, they are ſealed with the Holy Spirit of pro- 
miſe . Sometimes, to conceal things from public view: 


Cds 


le- 


Ihe 
the with this deſign, letters are ſealed to prevent people 
oth from inſpecting their contents. At other times, to pre- 


ſerve them in ſafety from the hand of violence or 
fraud : the word 1s to be thus underſtood, where 
God informed the people of Iſrael, that the fins 
they committed were laid up in ſtore with him, 
ind ſealed up among his treaſures ||. I ſee no reaſon 
for reſtricting the expreſſion here to any one of theſe 
ſenſes, and therefore 1 conſider it as including all of 
mem. Seal the law among my diſciples : by this in- 
hoard operation upon their hearts, afford them the 
y inWpitncls in themſelves of the truth of the divine teſti- 
imoony ; give them evidence that they are God's work- 
nanſhip, created unto good works; furnith them with 
boſe excellent principles and rules of action with 
inch other people are unacquainted ; and preſerve 
em fate in the exercife of cheerful obedience to the 


Im- 
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le nmands of God. Such, my brethren, if I miſtake 
dencq es the import of what is contained in this verſe.— 
cle us who profeſs to be the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ried Net this direction into earneſt prayer to God, 
ord requeſt of him the ineſtimable bleſſings here men- 
to | 


"1 Cor. i. 6. + Efther viii. 10. # Eph. i. 13. 


N., PER 
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tioned, 
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tioned, as the fulfilment of his promiſe, and the rich 
diſplay of his marvellous grace, that henceforth we 
may tranſcribe his law into our lives, ſo as it may 
be known and read of all men. : 


17 And I will wait upon the Lord that hid- 
eth his face from the houſe of Jacob, and J will 
look for him. 


The illuſtrious Perſon, to whom God, by the pro- 
phet, had addrefied the words of the foregoing verſe, 
is here introduced, acquieſcing in the appointment 
and command of God, and waiting, with his diſciples, 

g 
0 


for the accomphſhment of his promiſes. Some 
interpreters are of opinion, that what is contained in 
this and the following verſe, are properly the words 
of our prophet, though partly applied to Jefus Chriſt, 
in way of accommodation, by the writer of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews. Others have aſſerted, that what is 
iaid in this verſe, is to be attributed to Iſaiah; and 
that which follows, in the 18th verſe, is to be aſcribed | 
to the Meſſiah. A third clais, ſuppoſing that theſe 
expoſitions are rather ſtrained, conkder both verſes as | 
the words of the Son of God, to whom the latter 
verſe is expreſsly applied“, and to whom what is here 
ſpoken is equally applicable. Whichſoever of theſe 
ſentiments. you are pleated to adopt, the import of the 
reſolution, now to be explained, is nearly the fame: | 
I will wait upon the Lord. In the practice of this be- 


- * ' . 0 — * » 4 . 
coming reſolution, Jehovah is the object of intenſe de- {tar 
fire, of diligent attention, earneſt expectation, and & 

not 


conſtant dependence. In this important exercile, hu- 
mility and hope, patience and perſeverance, are hap- 5'* 
pily combined with an agreeable ferenity of mind 


2 iy o . . — . * 1 ha 
which ſtands in direct oppoſition to turbulence ol 28 
ſpirit, and uneaſy emotions of foul. It checks c Ba 
opyolite paſſion, and preferves the mind in a p:c2:: ln 


"Tied: l. . 
s yanovillityy 
tral yo 8 a” : 
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h manquillity, ſatisfied with the ſovereign good pleaſure 
of God, and attentive to the diligent i improvement of 


y all the means appointed tor attaining the end in view. 
her ery change, aflliction, and trial, it diſpoſes wholly 
to rely upon God, for. all the bleflings he hath pro- 

i miſed to beſtow, in the ſeaſon he ſees moſt proper to 

I confer them. Hence, 1 in the laſt clauſe of this verſe, 

: the lame reſolution is thus expreſſed: I will look for 
im, This is at once a very plealant and profitable 

FE employment; and, therefore, the writer of the book 


, of Lamentations affirms, that it is good to hope, 
and quietly to wait for the ſalvation of the Lord *. 


: To this important duty the royal pfalmiſt frequently 
10 encourages himſelf and others: My foul, faith he, 
in ait thou only upon him: for my expectation is 


ds from him f.“ And elſewhere, © I wait for the Lord, 
my ſoul doth wait, and in his word do 1 hope. My 
e © foul waiteth for the Lord, more than they that watch 
iz for the morning .“ This was the employment not 
nd only of David, but of David's Lord, of Haiah, and 


ed © the holy men of God that ever lived upon the 


eſe earth, Wait then on the Lord: be of good cou- 
az rage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen thy heart: wait, I ſay, 
ter upon the Lord.“ Rouſe yourlelves to activity, dili- 


ere WH gence, and perſeverance, in this good work of the 
fo Lord: lay aſide your timidity and indolence, and 
che Nerery other incumbrance, and devote yourſelves to 


e: WT this becoming exerciſe. Conſtantly depend upon God, 
be. br all the mercy and grace that your various circum- 
ge- tances may en ; and look to him daily for the 
nd WM *ccomplithment of your juſt defires, aſſured that it is 
hu- not a vain thing to wait upon him, who waits to be 
ap- Liacious. 
nd, That hideth his face from the houſe of Jacob. This 
of eracter is repeatedly afcribed to ſchovah in this 
er bophecy jj. Though, by the immenſity of his divine 
1 
E * Lam, iii. 6. + Pfal. Iii. 5. T Pal. ann. 0 
+ 


„Ice Iſalah xly. 1 $; 


nature, 
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nature, God is every where preſent, ſuch is the ſpi. 


rituality of his nature, that he cannot be ſeen by mortal 


eyes; and being inviſible, he may be faid to hide 
himfelf from human view. The character, however, 
before us, is eſpecially attributed to him, on account 
of his withdrawing from his ſervants the ſenſible 
manifeſtations of his gractous preſence, fo that they 
perceive not the proots of his providential care and 
loving-kindneſs, with which they were formerly fa. MI 
voured. For wiſe and ſalutary purpoſes, he conceals Ml | 
from them the reaſons and ends of the various dif. WM } 
penſations of his providence and grace: he allows the It 
agrecable correſpondence that he formerly maintained f 
vith them to be interrupted for a ſeaſon, and reſtraing Ne 
from them the light of his countenance, and the Ml v 
pledges of his love, which conſtitute the felicity and joy Wl to 
of the upright among men. In theſe and other fimilar 
reſpects, God hideth himſelf from the houſe of Jacob: 
by which may be meant the natural poſterity of that I. 
reat patriarch, comprehending both the houſes of WM x; 


IIracl, of whom the church of God was compoted un- WM, 


der the Old Teſtament; and who afforded a lively re- 

preſentation of the church of Jeſus Chriſt under the 

New Teſtament, which often bears this name in pro- Wt 
phetic language. Both of theſe ſocieties may be in- WH: 
cluded in the expreſſion, as cach of them have their Wo, 
ſhare in this diſpenſation. Though this ſubject is Ming 
not rightly underſtood by thoſe who are not experi- nir 
mentally acquainted with the power of godlineſs, yet un 
the truth it contains is not on that account a whit ¶ You 
the leſs real and certain. Strangers to the happinels Wa. 
reſulting from the maniteſtations of the peculiar favour Wi 
of the Lord, and incapable of reliſhing thoſe enjoy-] 
ments, are ready to call in queſtion the reality of this 
matter, and to ſtigmatize it with the names of enthu- 
ſiaſmi aud fanaticilin. Such conduct, which always 
proceeds from ignorance or prejudice, no more ures 
the truth here aflerted, than the contempt of mulic,f 
which tome toolth people diſcover, who have no Ea 
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di. and are inſenſible to its charms, can detract from 
ame excellence of that much-admired art. Truly, 
de O Lord, thou art a God that hideit thyſelf, Thy 
er, profeſſing people, by their ſins, frequently provoke 
nt thee to withdraw from them thy gracious preſence z 
dle and when thou hideſt thyſelf, who can behold thee ? 
ey whether it be done aguinſt a nation, or a perfon only. 
nd This mournful truth is confirmed by the concurring 
fa-teimony of the faithful in every generation; and 
als perhaps, in few ages hath this character of Jehovah 
dif. been more fully verified than in the preſent. Let us 
the MW then try to diſcover the cauſes of this affecting diſpen- 
ned Ml fation, and diligently endeavour to have them remov- 
ins ed, whilit, in the mean time, we ſtudy to comply 
the with the gracious deſigns that God may have in view 
joy W to promote, by acting toward us in this manner. 


ob: 13 Behold I and the children whom the 
that I Lozp hath given me are for ſigns, and for 
s of WM wonders in lirael ; from the Lok D of hoſts, 
un- who dwelleth in mount Zion. 


the WM The firſt part'of this verſe being expreſsly applied 
pro- jeſus Chriſt, by the writer of the Epiſtle to the 
in- Hebrews, I ſhall confider the words as proceeding 


heir W'roin the Meſſiah, who is introduced, exhibit- 
& is ng himſelf, and his diſciples, as the objects of ad- 


peri- wiring contemplation. In obedience to this call, 
vet tun your attention from every other object, elevate 
whit our thoughts, awaken all the powers of your fouls, 
nels WW icadily to contemplate, with wonder, love, and gra- 
vour WW iiude, the illuſtrious Perſon, who juſtly claims your 


nolt intenſe meditation. Behold him; with veneration 
ad reverence, to whom God hath given a name above 
fry name. Behold him, with penitence and contri- 


ways on of heart, who was pierced for your iniquities. 
ures kbold him, with thankfulneſs and praiſe, who re- 
uli, ed you to God by his own blood. Behold him, 


Mi atcction and hope, who will ftabliſh your hearts 
unblame- 
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unblameable in holineſs, before God, at his coniins, 
Unto you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the ſons 
of men. Ye covetous, avaricious ſons of men, beholg 
Immanuel, with boundleſs liberality, debating him- 
felt, and becoming poor, that he might make many 
rich. Ye proud and ambitious, behold the Son of 
God humbling himſelf, and becoming obedient to the 
death of the croſs, that he might hide pride from our 
cyes, and exalt the lowly to the molt diſtinguithed 
honours. Ye ſenſual and voluptuous, behold fetus 
Chriſt covered with {tripes, bruiſes, and blood. ſuſtain. 
ing, with invincible patience and magnanimity, the! 


| 

moſt complicated ſufferings, that he might atone for WM 

your ſenſuality, and love of ſinful pleaſure. Ye peni. WM 

tent and faithful, turn your eyes from your iniquities, Ml | 

with which you are afflicted, and direct them to the ! 

lamb of God, who preſcnted himſelf an expiatoryM © 

ſacrifice for your ſins. Contemplate this glorious Per- 

| ſon, going about continually doing good; with unreMl i 
|| mitting activity, inſtructing and healing the people; i 
| and ſetting you an example, that ye might follow high f. 
ſteps. Reflect on his ignominious crown of thorn: WI " 

by which he acquired for you a never-iading crow © 
i of glory: and ſurvey his wonderful condeſcenſion, ii to 
j wearing, as an object of ridicule, a purple robe, by kl 
' which he obtained for you the robe of righteoufnes d 
. and garment of ſalvation. Conſider, with tender ym lis 
pathy, his wounds and {tripes, as the precious reme Ne 
| dy by which your ſpiritual diſeaſes muſt be healed fi fi 
and his agonizing death, to which ke ſubmitted, nn 

deliver you from death, and to raiſe you to immortal ©! 

ö life. And then extend your view to that happy da; al 
j when he will preſent you all glorious, not having cha 
N ſpot, or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, faultleſs bete fc 
ö the preſence of his glory, with exceeding 00—4 1 
b No fight ſo inſtructive, and fo uſcful to the 1a an 
ful, as the bleſſed Redeemer, bearing our ſins, ag N 

Fl 


accompliſhing our falvation. Though to vail i 


juded men, this is an object of diſguſt and hor hy 
tha 
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thoſe who are ſenſible of their ſin and danger, and 
d have their eyes illuminated, are healed by the pro- 
ſpect, as the diſeaſed Iſraelites who looked upon the 
brazen ſerpent: their whole hearts are mollified, 

* Wl changed, and comforted. - oy 8 RO. 
the] And the children whom the Lord hath given me. 

The diſciples of the Meſſiah, on whom the law of God 
qo WW is ſcaled, are doubtleſs the children whom Jehovah 
us hath given him. The deſcription is emphatic, juſt; - 
zin. and inſtructive, highly worthy of our ſerious atten- 
e! tion. They are the children of Immanuel, who, 
{or in the following chapter, is called the everlaſting Fa- 
on; cher; and, in the fifty-third chapter of this pro- 
ties, WM phecy, they are ſpoken of as his ſeed and poſterity, 
the! They are begotten again by the incorruptible ſeed of 
torrW bis word; they are born from above, of his ſpirit ; 
Per- they bear his moſt amiable image; they are adopted 
nr. into his divine family; they are the objects of his 
ple; tender affection, and paternal care; they enjoy his 
v high fatherly protection; they are nouriſhed and ſupported 
ruby his proviſions ; they are inſtructed by him, ſo as 
ono become wiſe unto ſalvation; they are admitted in- 
to his fellowſhip, and conſtituted heirs of his eternal 


„ by *ingdom. On theſe and ſimilar accounts, the dil- 
ci ciples of Immanuel are, with great propriety, called 
[ym is children, whom the Lord hath given him. I 


pretend not to explain the tranſaction mentioned in 
us laſt clauſe, which ought rather to be conſidered 
wth admiration and gratitude, than inveſtigated with 
culpable curioſity, and critical nicety. It is frequently 
aluded to in ſcripture, particularly in the ſeventeenth 
chapter of John, whazg our bleſſed Saviour, in his in- 
lceilory prayer, ſeveral times repeats this expreſſion : 
bine they were (ſaith he to his heavenly Father), 
and thou gaveſt them me;* and again, Father, I 
vill that they whom thou haſt given me be with me 
"ere I am, that they may behold my glory “.“ All 


* John xvi. 6. 24. 
30 things 
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things are of God, who gives children unto men ac. in 
cording to his good pleaſure. He hath given his of 
Son Jeſus Chriſt unto the world, as a glorious de. the 
monſtration of his love, and the unſpeakable gift of the 
his grace. He hath given to Jeſus Chriſt men out no 
of the world, as the important charge with which he W tha 
is intruſted, that he might redeem them from al! 6c 
evil by his precious blood, that he may govern them and 


as the ſubjects of his kingdom, that he may inſtruct WM wor 
them as diſciples in his ichool, that he may conſtitute ed, 
them members of his family and heirs of his glory, plai 


whilſt he looks upon them as the rich rewards of his WM t f. 
obedience even unto death. With this divine gift, WM t b. 
the great Meſſiah is here introduced as highly well WE culia 
pleaſed, and triumphing in the view of the glorious io be 
retinue with which he ſhall be attended. Would a mo 
os my brethren, participate in the bleſſed privi- unite 
ege of being preſented at laſt among the children WM man! 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and entertain upon good grounds Wl gives 
this deſirable proſpect? The ſolemn deed here men- WM of me 
tioned, mult be ratified by your conſent. Impreſſed WW nativi 
with a deep ſenſe of your danger, ſolicitouſſy concern- WF him : 
ed for your ſalvation, and firmly perſuaded of the all- from | 
ſufficiency of Jeſus Chriſt, you muſt commit your- WM mirac! 
ſelves to him, who is able to keep you againſt that WIN and ef 
day; and repoſe your. confidence upon his omnipo- Wi led f 
tent arm, that he may preſerve you to his heavenly WF curled 
Kingdom. Beſought by the mercies of God, pre- fins, h 
ſent your bodies a living ſacrihce, holy and accept-Wi gloriou 
able to him, which is your reaſonable ſervice. The elects, 
unreſerved ſurrender of yourſelves to the Lord, to bel that e. 
wholly at his diſpoſal, and do entirely for his ho brd 
nour, will make good his grant bf you to Jeſus Chriſt WF vere ol 
Though this ſacrifice is your ſolemn deed, yet, P!0Wii Vis the 
perly ſpeaking, it is the gift of God, who furnilheF With 
not only the ſacrifice, but the altar, and ſends dowtl ke bin 
fire to enliven it from heaven. TJ them! 
Are for figns and wonders in Iſrael. Signs a ber natu 
ſome uncommon appearances, which excite attennog un er 


ang 
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and ſurpriſe, that cannot be accounted for by the laws 
of nature; and, therefore, remind the ſpectators of 
the power and preſence of God. Of this fort were 
the ſigns performed by Moſes, in the preſence of Pha- 
oh. A wonder is {ome extraordinary phenomenon, 
that exceeds the expectations of thole who behold it: 
ſuch was bringing water from the: rock, by Moſes; 
and the raiſing of the dead, by jefus Chriſt. The 
words are often promiſcuouſly uſed; and when join- 
ed, as in this verſe, the latter ſeems intended to ex- 
plain and illuſtrate the former; and both are deſigned 
to foretel, that the Meſhah, and his followers, were 
to be exceedingly remarkable on account of ſome pe- 
war, ſurpriſing circumſtances with which they were 
to be attended. Jeſus Chriſt is indeed altogether 
a moſt ſingular and wonderful Perſon, in whom is 
united not a corruptible and immortal nature, as in 
mankind, but the divine and human nature, which 
gives him infinitely the pre-eminence of all the ſons 
of men, The circumſtances which accompanied his 
nativity, the viſible deſcent of the Holy -Ghoſt upon 
him at baptiſm, the public teſtimonies he received 
from heaven to his divine miſhon and authority, the 
miraculous works that he performed, the ſublmity 
and efficacy of his doctrine, the complicated, unparal- 
leled ſufferings he ſuſtained, the ignominious and ac- 
curſed death by which he made atonement for our 
ns, his triumphant reſurrection from the dead, and 
glorious aſcenſion into heaven, with their aſtoniſhing 
ettects, exhibit to view the moſt ſtupendous wonders 
that ever were contemplated. You cannot be ſur- 
priſed that thoſe who beheld theſe marvellous things 
vere obliged to exclaim—W ho is this? Surely this 
vas tne lon of God.—lIt was never ſo ſeen in IIrael. 
Wich the Meſſiah are here joined his children, who, 
ike him, are alſo for ſigns and wonders. Though, 
themſelves, plain, illiterate men, remarkable neither 
bor natural or acquired endowments, neither for high 
ak or diſtinguiſhed reputation, they were pitched 
upon 
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upon by their great Lord, to be his adopted, renewed 


moſt noble powers, enabled to perform the moſt 


as the ſons of God, yet, by a crooked and perverſe 
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wonderful works, and to execute the greateſt deſigns. in 
Notwithſtanding, they were made a ſpeQacle unto WM the 
the world: they were made a gazing ſtock, by re. tair 
proaches and afflictions: they were treated in the the 
moſt contemptible manner, as the filth and offscour. on 
ing of all things: they were deſpiſed, and eſteemed whi 


children: they were inveſted in the moſt honourable 
character, elevated to the moſt eminent ſtation, pof. 
feſled of the moſt excellent ſpirit, furniſhed with the 


fools, for Chriſt's fake, They were thought to be the 


prodigies of wretchedneſs, and figns that were every his | 


where ſpoken againſt. The people of Lirael, unable inſtr 


to reſiſt the wiſdom by which they ſpake, and the in a 
power by which they performed the moſt aſtoniſhing WM whe: 
miracles, were all amazed and marvelled : they were WW r1.— 
filled with wonder, and took knowledge of them the | 
that they had been with Jeſus. Such was the opinion WM of v 
formed of the firſt diſciples of the Meſſiah, with which WF his v 
correſpond the ſentiments'entertained concerning their WM over; 
followers, in ſucceeding ages, by thoſe among whom WI word 
they have lived. Though the excellent ones of the Wi ſedtua 
earth, diſtinguiſhed by being blameleſs and harmleſs WF ſented 
at con 
advan 
pond: 
neither 


generation, they have been charged with the molt 
odious principles and practices: they have been mil- 
repreſented as dangerous perſons, and treated as the 


vileſt miſcreants; and thus have been exhibited as] vain.— 
ſigns and wonders. And at the final judgment, when ciples | 
they ſhall appear with thcir Lord in the higheſt honour vith be 
and glory, they ſhall be viewed as ſigns and wonder among 
of the Redeemer's power and grace.——All that it is en 
pears marvellous in Jeſus Chriſt, and his {piriua krvant 
children, we are here taught ta conſider as proceed io to | 
ing | | | o him! 

From the Lord of hofts, who dwelleth in mount Zim nd fel 
The deſcription given in theſe words of Jehoval, M Orrcious 
ſhort and ſublime: the Lord of hoſts, who dog bn 


whatſoevel 
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whatſoever pleaſeth him in the armies of heaven, and; 
zmong the inhabitants of the earth, whoſe peculiar, 
reſidence is in mount Zion. Under the former diſ- 
penſation, God is said to have dwelt in the literal 
Zion, which was therefore called his Holy hill; and 
in the earthly Jeruſalem, honoured with the name of 
the City of the Lord. That highly favoured moun- 
tin was remarkable for its beautiful ſituation : it was 


on its ſummit was built the temple of the Lord, in 
which were the ark and glory of the Lord, and where 
the diſplays of his gracious preſence were enjoyed by 
his people. In theſe and other reſpects, it afforded an 
inſtructive type of the Zion that is above, which, 


in a ſpecial manner, is the habitation of the Lord, 


wherein he richly manifeſts his prefence and glo- 

. — All things are of God, from whom originated 

the plan, and from whom proceeded the prediction, 
of what we are here called to contemplate. From 
bis wiſe counſel and determined purpoſe, from his 
fvereign will and good pleaſure, from his faithful 
word and promiſe, from his divine power and ef- 
{ual operation, proceed the intereſting ſcene pre- 
ſented to view in this verſe, which I have illuſtrated 
at conſiderable length. If you have received ſpiritual 


* > ao? ID a0 vo 


ponding to the attention that you have now given me, 
neither my labour, nor your attendance, ſhall be in 
van, —— This ſub;e& reminds you who are the diſ- 
aples of Jeſus Chriſt, that you muſt lay your account 
vith being conſidered as wonders and prodigies, even 
among thoſe who profeſs to be the people of God. 
bis enough that the diſciple be as his maſter, and the 
krrant as his Lord. As Jeſus Chriſt was, ſo ought 
jou to be in the world, glorying in your conformity 
v him in his ſufferings, as your diſtinguiſhed honour 
ad felicity. Viewing your reiemblance to your 
bacious Redeemer, as proceeding from the di- 
mc lore and appointment, you may rejoice in the 

pleſſed 


the delight of the nations, the joy of the whole earth: 


advantage from the conſideration of this paſſage, corre. 
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bited in the law of the Lord; where it is thus writ 
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bleſſed proſpect of being acknowledged by him, in 
the preſence of an aſſembled world, as the children 
whom God hath given him. Let every one that 
hath this hope in him purify himſelf, even as he 
is pure, knowing that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall 
be like him, for we ſhall fee him as he is. 


19 And when they ſhall ſay unto you, 
Seek unto them that have familiar ſpirits, and 
unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: ſhould 
not a people ſeek unto their God ? for the liv- 

ing, to the dead? 


This and the following verſe, contains an exhorta. 
tion deduced from the foregoing prediction, addreſſed 
to the Jews, and all thoſe who might be in fimilar 
circumſtances with them, in which they are admo- 
niſned, as they would eſcape the juſt judgments of 
Heaven, to receive the inſtructions of their divine 


ö 
4 


Teacher, and not to regard the divination and profane dicker 
rites of the nations around them. — The perſous Is r. 
againſt whom the caution is given, are thoſe who the 
have familiar ſpirits ; who were intimately acquainted , Hen 
with ſome demon or evil fpirit, with whom they pre- ln the 
tended frequently to converſe, and to hold cloſe cor- ue 
reſpondence : wizards, ſorcerers, or enchanters, who Jerulal, 
perfo magical tricks, and ufe-witchcraft, by the periorn 
aſſiſtance of the powers of darkneſs. They are o Pal! 
farther deſcribed, by their peeping and mutter- en 
ing, becauſe they commonly delivered anſwers to A 


thoſe who conſulted them, with a ſhrill, ſqueaking 
voice, or with a low, hoarfe tone, which for certal 
purpoles they aſſumed. Shewing reſpe& to thelg 
people, and aſking their advice, was expreſsly prof 


Wvinatio 
| W0thf; avi 
I forme 
Wdicteg 
o have 


ten: Regard not them that have familiar ſpirits 
« neither ſeek after wizards, to be defiled by them 
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©] am the Lord *.“ And to deter all from this for- 
bidden practice, this awful threatening is ſubjoined: 
The ſoul that turneth after ſuch as have familiar ſpi- 
« rits, and after wizards, to go a-whoring after them, I 
« will even ſet my face againſt that ſoul, and will cut 
© him off from among his people t. Notwithſtanding 
this ſtrict charge, and denunciation of divine judg- 
ments, there were not a few in Iſrael and Judah, who 
not only diſcovered a ſtrong propenſity to depart 
from the law and teſtimony of God, into the moſt 
abominable ſuperſtition, but, by their example and 
infuence, ſolicited others to join them in theſe wic- 
ked practices. A remarkable inſtance of this occurs 
in the hiſtory of Saul, the ſon of Kiſh ; who diſguiſed 
himſelf, and went by night to a woman. that had a 
familiar ſpirit at Endor; and ſaid, I pray thee di- 
eine unto me by the familiar ſpirit, and bring me 
© up whom J ſhall name unto thee .“ To this fooliſh 
ſuperſtition many among the Jews were much ad- 
dicted, in the reign of Manafſeh ; concerning whom 
i is recorded, that © he made his ſon to paſs through 
the fire, and obſerved times, and uſed enchant- 
WT ents, and dealt with familiar ſpirits, and wizards ||.” 
In the days of good king Joſiah, all theſe abomina- 
tions which were obſerved in the land of Judah, and in 
jeruſalem, that prince did put away, that he might 
perform the words of the law §. After all the care 
and pains that had been employed to, extirpate this 
deteltable practice, {till it was revived ; of which a 
new proof occurs in the Acts of the Apoſtles, where 
ve read of a certain damſel, poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of 
dination, who brought her maſters much gain by 
lbothſaying F. The inhabitants of this country, 
n former times, are well known to have been greatly 
acted to this fooliſh ſuperſtition ; and frequently 
bv have conſulted with thoſe who were ſuppoſed to 


1 : | wg. 
| a Ler. xix. 31. +. Lev. xx. 6. + 1 Sam. xxviii. 8. 
2 Kings xxl. C. 9 2 Kings xxl. 24. % Ads xvi. 16. 
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have familiar ſpirits; ealled Fortune: tellers, in order 


counſel or advice of ſuch as uſe enchantments, and 
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to acquire the knowledge of ſecret, future events, by 
in voking ſome demon, or ghoſts of dead men, or by 
uſing ſome kind of conjuration. When at any time 
the diſciples of Jeſus are ſolicited or enticed to aſk 


etend to be endowed with ſupernatural power and 
knowledge, they ' ought with firmneſs to reject the | 
temptation, and carefully avoid all ſuch criminal | 
condu&. e ai TEE ET 
Shou not a pevple feek unto their God? for the liv. | 
ing, to the dead? To ſeek unto God, includes a heart. 
felt conviction that we have loſt his favour, image, and 


fellowſhip, with all right to the everlaſting enjoyment 
of his preſence and glory -a firm perſuaſion that, 
through the tender mercies of the Moſt High, means *0 
are deviſed, and a way appointed, through the inter- that 
vention of Immanuel, by which we may recover the frui 
unſpeakable Ioſs we have ſuſtained :—a deep ſenſe of M tbe 
our infinite need of being reſtored to the divine love, MW $10 
reſemblance, communion, and enjoyment, and the in 
poſſeſſion of every other bleſſing connected with theſe WM * utc 
ineſtimable prerogatives :—and a high eſteem of God's MI /tanc 
ſupreme excellence, and adorable condeſcenſion, ex- [acl 
preſſed in ardent deſires of participating in all the bat 

bleſſings of his ſalvation, accompanied with the ching 
diligent uſe of the means inſtituted for our afliſtanceMW Wo 


in thus ſeeking the Lord. In this manner a people blexit 
ſhould ſeek unto God, whoſe conſummate goodneſi dire 
can relieve all their neceſſities, whoſe irreſiſtible powei ure tc 
can be their ſure defence from all evil, and who "orld, 
compaſſions are ſo great that he will not ſuffer them lreran 
to lack any good thing. And they ought to ſech of tho 
him as their God, who hath aſſumed them to be hi * = 

arlie 


people; whom they have choſen to be their God 
on whom they depend for protection, direction, an 
aſdſtance, and to whoſe honour and ſervice they al 
entirely devoted. Say, then, is not this a 

5 | hig 


vou ſee 
gence, 
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highly becoming? and is not every practice inconſiſt- 
ent with it abſurd and criminal ? 

For the living, to the dead. The expreſſion is in- 
complete, and ſeems to require to be filled up in this 
manner: Why would ye inquire concerning the liv- 
ing at the dead? By whom may be meant the depart- 
ed ſpirits of thoſe illuſtrious heroes, who were ſup- 
poſed, after death, to be allied to the gods, to be well 


zequainted with human affairs, and the tranſactions of 


preſent and future times. In this ſenſe the dead are 

ſometimes mentioned in the books of Moſes, as in 

the following remarkable ſtatute: © There ſhall not 

be found among you one that uſeth divination, or 

© an obſerver of times, or an inchanter, or a witch, 

gor a charmer, or a conſulter with familiar ſpirits, 

© or a necromancer “*. And in the ſolemn confeſſion 

that was made by the children of Iſrael, over the firſt- 
its and tithes that they preſented before the Lord, 
be perſon who brought them was appointed to ac- 
knowledge : © I have not eaten thereof in my mourn- 
ing, neither have I taken thereof for any unclean 
* uſe, nor given thereof for the dead .“ Notwith- 
WT {tanding theſe neceſſary precautions to preſerve the 
Iſraelites from this abſurd practice, it is acknowledged, 
e that © they did eat the ſacrifices of the dead 1.“ No- 
thing can be more fooliſh and inconſiſtent in a people, 
who ought to ſeek unto their God in all their per- 
plexities and diſtreſſes, than to forſake him, and in- 
quire concerning their preſent circumitances, or fu- 
ture fortunes, at the dead, who have gone from this 
world, and are unable to give either counſel or de- 
lverance ;—to prefer the ſpeculations and traditions 
of thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, to 
the word and counſels of the living God, as did the 
Phariſees. Abhorring ſuch wicked practices, do 
jou ſeek unto your God, with importunity and dili- 
ence, for direction, aſſiſtance, and every bleſſing that 


Deut. xviii. 10, 11, + Deut. xxvi. 14. f Pſal. cvi. 28. 
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you need, animated by the comfortable aſſurance, 
that if you truly ſeck the Lord, you ſhall not lack any 


; ; ! 

good thing: you thall not want fuitable proviſion, 2 
continual protection, ſeaſonable deliverance, divine 5 
conduct, and neceſſary ſupport. m. 
| | 2 it 

20 To the law and to the teſtimony : if they ths 
ſpeak not according to this word, z? zs becauſe WM th: 
there is no light in them. . | = 81 
N | | : ; | are 

Theſe words point to an unerring ſtandard, by ve 
which all pretenſions to truth and holineſs ought to ſtru 
be carefully examined. —— By the law, is here meant (ti: 
the perfect law of God, ſtamped with the ſupreme did 
authority of the one great Lawgiver, who is able to WE inco 
fave and to deſtroy, containing a full and explicit de. a4; 


claration of his bleſſed will, which is the intallible WM y: « 
rule to which the temper and conduct of men ought unde 
to be conformed. By this law is the knowledge oi WM ible 


fin: it diſcovers every counterfeit grace, every devia- thuj 
tion from duty, and that pretended holineſs by which WE teſtin 
the many are apt to, be deluded. It teacheth what fimp! 
the Lord God requireth, and points out that ac. WI rcjvic 
ceptable obedience, which lies at an equal diſtance WF Lord, 
from ſuperſtition on the one hand, and formality on Wi you y 
the other. By the teſtimony, is intended the doc: dition 
trines and promiſes that God hath revealed in his and a 
bleſſed word, wherein he hath declared in what man- If i 
ner the tranſgreilors of his law may obtain the par- WI ca»/ | 
don of fin, the ſanctification of their perſons, and eter- Wi cpccis 
nal life. He hath not left thoſe to whom he hath WM ir1gry) 
committed his lively oracles at uncertainty, with re-. trines, 
lpe&t to theſe important ſubje&s ; but hath clearly Wi of Co. 
made known the way of falvation, and marked out they ., 


the path of life. If the teſtimony of men, who are Loe 
fallible, is credited; if by two or three witneſſes e by t 


every thing is eſtabliſhed ; then, certainly, the te- WW of it, c. 
mony of God, who is infinitely greater than mat dj uns 


« hich comes atteſted by witneſſes in heaven aud 


earth, 
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earth, ought to be firmly believed, and faithfully im- 
proved, To this law and teſtimony the people of 
God muſt have continual recourſe; and, by this per- 
{e& ſtandard, examine every doctrine, principle, and 
practice. Every other teſt beſide this is inſufficient. 
[i we have recourſe to the laws of men, they are fluc- 
tuating and variable; they reach not to the heart; 
they cannot convert the ſoul, or form the temper and 
ſntiments of which we ought to be poſſeſſed. If we 
are influenced and guided by cuſtom and example, 
e {hall enter into the broad way that leadeth to de- 
trudtion, and follow a multitude to do evil. If we 
etimate objects, and purſue them, according to the 
dictates of our own corrupt minds, we will act moſt 
inconſiſtently; we will join the ungodly, who ſpeak 
againſt the truth, and walk after their own luſts. If 
we expect any extraordinary, new revelation, or ac 
under the influence of impreſſions that are not agree- 
able to ſcripture, we may become viſionaries and en- 
muſiaſts of the worſt kind. To the law and to the 
teltimony of the Lord, which is ſure, making wiſe the 
imple; to the ſtatutes of the Lord, which are right, 
rejoicing the heart; to the commandment of the 
Lord, which is pure, enlightening the eyes * :—there 
S Ko" will hnd a perfect rule of conduct in every con- 
dition, a ſovereign antidote to preſerve you from fin, 
and a reviving cordial to ſupport you under aſſliction. 
: If they ſpeak not according to this word, it is be- 
sone there is no light in them. The opinions of all, 
- WH <p:cially the pretenſions of thoſe who aſſum any ex- 
ordinary character, and publiſh uncommon doc- 
trines, ought to be carefully examined by the word 
o God; and if found inconſiſtent with divine truth, 
ney are to be rejected as huriiul and dangerous. 
Thoſe who receive for truth what they never examin- 
an oy the ſeriptures, cannot have a Proper conviction 
0! its ny and 1 importance, and therefore cannot 
ich upon it with fafety and confidence. The molt 
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Alas! maſter, it was borrowed.“ There is equal 


rendered by the Biſhop of London, in his new trant- 


< cording to this word, in which there is no obſcu- 
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that can be ſaid of religious ſentiments received upon 
truſt, depending upon the authority of thoſe by whom 
they were conveyed, is what the man ſaid of old of 
the head of the axe, when it fell into the water: 


danger of rejecting, and of acknowtedging for truth, 
what we have not impartially examined and compar- 
ed with the word of God. If men, whoſoever they 
be, ſpeak not according to this rule, it is becauſe there 
is no light in them. This laſt claule is differently 


lation, which runs thus: © If they will not ſpeak ac- 


<« rity.” According to this interpretation, the words Wl * & 
expreſs the ſuperior excellence of the law and teſti- fa. 
mony of God beyond every other diſcovery of the he. 
mind of the Lord that men can enjoy. The know- © va 
ledge they convey is clear and perſpicuous, and far WW * to 
tranſcends that which is communicated by thoſe who WI * vo 
have claimed connection with familiar ſpirits. I ſhall WM «pic 
not endeavour farther to elucidate this obſcure paſſage, ¶ ven 
nor pretend to determine which of the two tranila- WW iilion 
tions ought to be preferred. That ye may ſtand and v 
perfect and complete in all the will of God, ſearch WW» mc 
the ſcriptures, after the laudable example of the Be- 
reans, to ſee if thoſe things which we teach, and which 


ou hear, are founded upon them. Prove all things, repint) 
and hold faſt that which is good “.“ ach 
3 Impat 

21 And they ſhall paſs through it, hardly Wt) it 
beſtead and hungry: and it ſhall come to pals, WF" p 
that when they ſhall be hungry, they ſhall ret * yy 
themſelves, and curſe their king, and their Go, = : 
and look upward. . we; : 
In this and the following verſe, awful threatenings 4 > 

a 


are denounced againſt thoſe who reject the law and 


* x Theſſ. v. 21, 


teſtimon) 
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teſtimony of God. They who are guilty of this 
urocious crime, ſhall paſs through it; namely, through 
the earth, mentioned in the next verſe, wandering 
to and fro, in a ſtate of uneaſineſs and uncertainty.— 
Herdly be/tead ; embarraſſed with difficulties, oppreſſ- 
ed with anxisties, diſtreſſed with bitter reflections 
and deſponding thoughts, not knowing what to do, 
or whicher to go. Hungry ; deſtitute not only of 
neccilary proviſion for their perſonal ſupport, but of 
the word of the Lord, which is the food and nouriſh- 
ment of the foul, experiencing. rhe accomputhment 
of the terrible calamity predicted by the prophet 
Amos: * Behold, the days come, faith the Lord 
+ God, that I will ſend a famine in the land, not a 
© famine of bread, nor a thirſt for water, but of 
hearing the words of the Lord. And they ſhall 
* wander from ſea to ſea, and from the north even 
© to the eaſt, they ſhall run to and fro to ſeek the 
WH word of the Lord, and ſhall not find it “.“ In this 
WH &plorable condition——1/ /hall come to paſs, that 
when they ſhall be hungry, deſtitute of neceſſary pro- 
non for their ſubſiſtence, oppreſſed with poverty 
and want, and deprived of that ſpiritual food which 
b more to be deſired than daily bread, their foul 
ball be ready to faint within them. In this forlorn 
1 WY fate ——Z hey /ball fret themſelves ; murmuring and 
repining at the diſpenſations of divine providence, 
and their own extreme poverty and miſery. ' Full of 
impatience under the evils that they feel and fear, 
ley thall be as much, or more diſtreſſed with their 
own peeviſhneſs, and other bad diſpoſitions, as with 
ne hunger and want to which they were to be ex- 
pled. Though hunger and poverty is indeed a 
great calamity, yet fretfumeſs of ſpirit is a {till greater 
one; and when both are united, it is evident, that 


lie mind is as empty of ſpiritual good as the body is 
ni necellary proviſion. It is added Aud curſe 


Amos viii. 11, 12. 
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their king, and their God, and lock upward. There WM ot 
is little doubt but that Immanuel, who is the Kine che 
and God of Ifrael, is the perſon here intended. Him 0. 
they were taught to conſider as the object of their WM 012; 
worſhip, and to him they were directed to look for WM :ic: 
aſſiſtance in all their ſtraits and difficulties. At the r! 


time, however, to which this prophecy refers, that Wl vio 
people, perceiving the terrible effects of the divine Ml aid 
diſpleaſure which they had incurred, were enraged, 

and filled with deſpair : they blaſphemed their God : 
after the manner of the Heathen, who curſed their Ml behe 
gods when they did not pleaſe them. Three things WM guiil 
are commonly united in curſing a perſon : a bad 


opinion of his character and conduct—an inveterate MI F 
enmity againſt him together with an earneſt deſire ente 
that the greateſt evils may befall him. To curſe God, ho 
then, is to entertain wicked, blaſphemous thoughts ball! 
of him in the heart; to expreſs hatred of him, by kat $1 
reproaching his goodneſs, by arraigning his provi- , 
dence, and quarrelling with his worſhip ; and to ac. t. 
company theſe things with blaſphemous imprecations. and pr 
This daring inſult was offered to the God of heaven, 7 0 
by the men who gnawed their tongues with pain, andi ght 
repented not of their deeds, concerning whom we fxcced 
read, Rev. xvi. 9, 10, 11. This indeed is an effect 3 
frequently produced by the calamities inficted upon 
wicked men, and forms a peculiar feature in thein. ©" 
character, by which they are diſtinguiſhed from thoſq wat 
who are humble and ſubmiſſive in their affliction, ang 25 a 
bleſs the Lord. And look upward ; not to exprels 3 
their acquieſcence in the divine appointment, or the . Ale 

: | Wn ics 
dependence upon God, to whom the eyes of all ought les 
to be directed, for the ſeaſonable ſupply of their want e 
Wicked men, when hungry and deſtitute, cannol Ah 
with confidence thus look up to God, and cxpre "i. 5 
their continual dependence upon him. By this po WM : 
ſture, they diſcover their diſſatisfaction with what the) 45 


ſe, and with what befalls them here below; and, 
this manner, ſhew their pride, their inſolence, ag 
| Outro 
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wtrageous contempt of that glorious Perſon, whom 
they preſume to execrate.— Apprized of the enor- 
nous wickedneſs of ſuch conduct, and the imminent 
{ger to which it expoſes, let us ſhun every appear- 
ance of this evil; and cultivate a becoming reverence 
{xr that God, who is our rightful Sovereign, and for 
whom we ought to entertain the higheſt veneration 


zud eſteem. 


22 And they ſhall look unto the earth: and 
behold, trouble and darkneſs, dimneſs of an- 
guiſh; and they ſhall be driven to darkneſs. 


Farther deſcription 1s here given of the divine judg- 
nents mentioned in the preceding verſe. Thole 
who were to experience the calamities above foretold, 

hall look unto the earth, i. e. to its inhabitants, for 
that relief and deliverance which they wiſhed for in 
nan, and which God, in righteouſneſs, refuſed to 
grant. Surrounded on all quarters by their enemies, 
nd preſſed beyond meaſure by complicated miſeries, 
ey looked around them, to ſee from whence they 
night obtain aſſiſtance. But, alas! the proſpect was 
exceeding dark and dreadful. And behold trouble 
and darkneſs. They were not only diſtreſſed by the 
rettulneſs, the frowardneſs of their diſpoſitions, and 
he uneaſinels ariſing from their angry paſſions, which 
reatly increaſed their troubles ; but, looking around 
Item, alllictions of every kind preſented themſelves 11 
o riew. Public calamities were every where viſible: 
de ſtate was overturned, the church was demoliſhed, | 
milies were involved in ruin, and innumerable in- 1 
duals were ſubjected to the greateſt miſeries; in Fi 
bmuch that, like the apoſtle Paul, they were often þ\ 
m pcrils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by } 
cir own countrymen, in perils by the Heathen, 
u perilz in the city, in perils in the wilderneſs, in 
henls in the ſea, in perils among falſe brethren *.? 
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mity of diſtreſs to which the people ſpoken of were 


folly. 


innumerable evils, whereby they were dreactully ag 
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The darkneſs mentioned, is not to be underſtood in 
a literal ſenſe, denoting the abſence of natural light; 
but in a figurative ſenſe, ſignifying a diſtreſſed, mi. 
ſerable, and perplexed condition. In this view 
the word is often uſed in the prophetic writings; of 


which you will find an inſtance, Joel ii. 2. where af: 7 
day of great trouble is called a Day of darkneſs. « ;1 
And in the verſe before us, it denotes the grievous «1, 


afflictions which were to be every where confpicuougM ni. 


at the time referred to.———Dimneſs of anguiſh. This m 


'expreſſion ſeems intended to amplify and increaſe the tile 


ſignification of the former, and to intimate the extre4 


to be reduced, in conſequence of their ſin and 
\ The following words point at the irreſiſtible 
violence with which they ſhould be forced into this 
deplorable ſtate : They ſhall be driven to darkneſs. Tha 
word denotes a violent compulſory act, ſuch as can 
not be ſucceſsfully oppoſed, but ſhall certainly accom4 
pliſh the end for which it is deſigned. The perſo 
and inſtruments, by whom they were thus forcibly ex 
pelled into darkneſs, not being mentioned, we ſuppok 
that the great Diſpoſer of all events ts to be conſider 
ed as the chief Agent; and that the inſtruments h 
employed for this purpoſe, were alſo included in thi 
expreſſion. Theſe predictions received a partial ful 
filment in the reign of Hezekiah, when the king d 
Babylon greatly diſtrefſed the Jewiſh nation, an( 
threatened them with deſtruction. Their completion 


however, was reſerved until after the time of th 


great Meſſiah's appearance, whoſe law and teſtimon 
that infatuated people having rejected and deſpiſed 
they were on that account reduced to a ſtate of ex 
treme miſery and deſpair, in which they commitic; 
the moſt daring acts of impiety and blaſphemy, 1 
conſequence whereof they were ſoon overtaken h 
thoſe terrible calamities which human power cou 
not reſiſt. Expoſed to many powerful enemies, a 


tatq 
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ated, they were widely diſperſed, and driven into all 

the kingdoms of the earth: they became the objects 

of univerſal hatred and contempt ; and to this da 

continue in the darkneſs of diſgrace and miſery, the 
hing monuments of the divine diſpleaſure. 
2 © Through their fall ſalvation is come unto the Gen- 
IM «tiles, for to provoke them to jealouſy. Now, if 
WM © their fall be the riches of the world, and the dimi- 
MM * ning of them the riches of the Gentiles, how 
MT © much more their fulneſs? For I ſpeak to you Gen- 
IM tiles, if by any means I may provoke you to emu- 
MW lation, and may fave ſome of you“. 


See Rom. xi. II. et ſeg. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


A NOTHER inftance of the injudicious diviſion 


of the ſcriptures into chapters here occurs. 


Cardinal Hugo, or whoſoever performed this piece of | I 

work, might have eaſily ſeen, that the firſt verſe, or MW # 

rather the firſt ſeven verſes of this chapter, were in- mn 

timately connected with the ſubject treated in the laſt ſe: 

chapter. 1 therefore obſerved, when entering upon 

the conſideration of the ſeventh chapter, that the ſe- 

cond ſection of the laſt part of this prophetical diſ. 5 
ar 


courſe extended to the feventh verſe of this chapter. 
In theſe verſes more events are foretold, which were pee 


to precede the Meſſiah's appearance among the Jews, vit) 


as the Prince of peace, and the great Inſtructor of his for 
diſciples, with ſome of the ſurpriſing ſigns, and happy 2! 
effects, that were to follow his manifeſtation. After the 
which, the prophet proceeds, in the third ſection why 
of this diſcourſe, warmly to expoſtulate with the e 
Ephraimites, who had joined in league with the 8). arol 


rians, to moleſt, and, if poſſible, to overthrow the ot 8 
kingdom of Judah ; and to ſhew the equity of the hon, 
divine procedure, in puniſhing that perfidious people lere 
for their enormous crimes. This ſubject is continued '*2d. 
from the 7th verſe of this chapter to verſe 5th of chap i 2 © 
ter tenth. It is diſtributed into four parts; in each ol but e 
which the ſin of Ephraim is firſt mentioned, and the lowir 
the puniſhment, which on that account was to be exc; hon, 
cuted, is denounced. Their pride is firſt threatencd lead, 
ver. 8.—12,——Then their inſenſibility, ver. 13. Carle 
17 After which, their profligacy of manner 2. 
ver. 18.—21. The ſection concludes with the HO 
iniquity and injuſtice, Chap. x. 1.—4. —» 
bor, q 
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CHAP. IX. 
Evertheleſs, the dimneſs Hall not be ſuch 


as was in her vexation, when at the 
firſt he lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun, 
and the land of Naphtali, and afterward did 
more grievouſly afflict her by the way of the 
ſea, beyond Jordan in Galilee of the nations. 


| The prophet foretels, that , the contemners of Im- 
manuel, and his teſtimony, were to be involved in 
far greater calamities than thoſe which befell the 
people of the Jews in either the firſt or ſecond capti- 
duty, which they ſuffered on account of their tranſgreſ- 
don of the law. At the ſame time he declares, that, 
y amidſt the obſcurity and darkneſs he had predicted, 
WM tbe light of divine grace and conſolation was to ariſe, 
Wl vbich ſhould illuminate the nations.——The firſt 
e exation, and light affliction, referred to in this verſe, 
MJ role from the captivity into which Benhadad, king 
e ot Syria, led many of the Iſraelites, when he ſmote 


I lon, and Dan and Abel-beth-maachah, and all Cin- 
neroth, and all the land of Naphtali, of which we 


'0 conſiderable vexation and diſtreſs, though it was 
but a light affliction compared with another and tol- 
lowing captivity, in which the king of Aſſyria took 
jon, Abel-beth-maachah, Janoah, Kedeſh, Hazar, Gi- 
lead, and Galilee, and all the land of Naphtali, and 
carried them away to Aſſyria, as it is written, 2 Kings 
xv. 29. This calamity was greatly increaſed by the 
captivity of the Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the 
half tribe of Manafſeh, not many years after, when 
Tilzath-pilneſer brought them into Halah, and Ha- 
bor, and Hara, and to the river Gozan, mentioned 
| Chron, v. 26. The firſt- mentioned calamity lightly 
ict the land of Zebulun, and the land of Raps 

| ali, 


read, 1 Kings xv. 20. This event no doubt gave riſe. 


written : Now for a long ſeaſon lirael had been, 


was to be greatly diminiſhed, or removed, by the 
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tali, the Inferior Galilee, whoſe poſſeſſions lying in | 
the remote parts of the kingdom of Iſrael, and in the | 
neighbourhood of Syria, were expoſed to the hoſtile | 
incurſions of that nation. The latter affliction ſeized | 
upon thoſe who dwelt by the way of the ſea; in| 
thoſe places that were ſituated upon the ſea-coaſt, and 
upon thoſe who hved beyond Jordan, in the country 
belonging to the two tribes and a half, in Galilee of Wl Nen 
the Gentiles, or Galilee Superior, where were many WM © 
Gentiles. The inhabitants of theſe three diſtricts W * in; 
were afflicted : thoſe in Lower . Galilee, when all lin 
Naphtali was taken; thoſe beyond Jordan, when the MW the 
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Ma- gre 
naſſeh were taken; and thoſe in Upper Galilee, anc 
when Ijon, Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah were taken parts 
by the Aſſyrians. Neither the former of theſe, which Win fo: 


was the more light affliction, nor the latter, which Wkice 


was the more grievous calamity, did equal the far Wind oi 
more dreadful miſeries which were inflicted upon Whredic 
the Jews, for rejecting the Meſſiah, his law and teſti- tons. 
mony.- 

Nevertheleſs, the dimneſs was not ſuch as was in 
their former vexations. Dimneſs, you know, which | 
ariſes from the infirmities of advanced age, or from 
affliction and grief, conſiſts in weakneſs of fight, and 
an incapacity of clearly diſcerning- objects according 
to their real importance and magnitude. In certain 
periods of the Jewiſh ſtate, not very diſtant from the 
time of the afflictions here ſpoken of, their dimneſs, 


procee. 
the cri 
puniſh 
ch 1 
reſtrain 
Jour tre 


and want of perception, ſeem to have been very 2 T 
great, as is evident from ſeveral paſſages of their hi- Nen , 
tory ; and particularly from the words of Azariab, fr .. 
recorded 2 Chron. xv. 3. 5, 6. where it is thus oi fn 


* without the true God, and without a teaching 
« prieft, and without law. Great vexations were up. 
on all the inhabitants of the countries.——For God 
did vex them with all adverſity.' "This obicuriy 


true 


true light, which was to ariſe and ſhine upon that 
people. In the regions of Judea did the light of the 
golpel ſhine forth, after the appearance of the Sun of 
nzhteouſnelſs, with healing under his wings; and 
theretore, when the apoſtle Matthew mentions our 
pleſſed Saviour's going to reſide at Capernaum, which 
z upon the ſea- coaſt, in the borders of Zabulon and 
Nephthalim, he immediately adds, that it might be 
fulfilled which was ſpoken by Eſaias the prophet, ſay- 
© ing, The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephtha- 
lim, by the way of the ſea beyond Jordan, Galilee of 
i the Gentiles : the people which fat in darkneſs ſaw 
great light: and to them which fat in the region 
' and ſhadow of death, light is ſprung up *.“ Thoſe 
parts of the land of Iſrael which had ſuffered much 
n former vexations, being honoured with the pre- 
ſence and inſtructions of the Meſſiah, the dimneſs 
ad obſcurity was not ſuch, at the time to which this 
 Wporcdiction refers, as it was in times of lighter afflic- 

tons. Hence we learn, that when gentle correc- 
ions prove ineffectual for reforming a perſon or 
people, God, who is righteous in all his ways, 
proceeds to inflict ſevere judgments ; and the greater 
he crimes for which he afflicts, the greater is the 
pnſhment that he executes. This circumſtance, 
ch is worthy of your ſerious attention, ought to 
feltrain you from perſiſting in fin, and continuing in 
jour trauſgreſſions. | 


2 The people that walked in darkneſs, have 
fen a great light: they that dwell in the land 
the ſhadow of death, upon them hath the 
icht hined. 


Theſe words repreſent the happy change which was 
ad of Galilee, at the time to which this prophecy 


Matth. iv. 14, 15, 16. 
refers, 
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obe introduced, by the promiſed Mefhiah, into the 
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refers, 2s a bleſſed preſage of its extenſion unto all the 


earth. Concerning the people it is affirmed, that p 
they walked in darknels. Darkneſs cannot here de. WM | 
note the abſence of natural light, and muſt not be M ji 
underſtood in the literal, but in the figurative ſenſe, WM 
in which it is often uſed in ſcripture, to ſignify a n. 
ſtate of ignorance, fin, and miſery. Until the great I. 
light, here intended, is ſeen, people remain deſtitute us 
of ſpiritual knowledge, and a proper acquaintance + 
with the truths of the goſpel, which ſeem to them en- Of 
veloped in obſcurity. Ignorance, like a vail, con- {nt 
tinues upon their hearts, until the light of the go ©: 
rious goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhin inci! 


into their minds. In this uncomfortable ſtate, the celle 
act under the influence of corrupt principles, empha |: p 
tically called the power of darkneſs, committing thoſe 
enormous tranſgreſſions which are juſtly denominatec 
the works of darkneſs. From hence ariſe diſtrefle 
and miſeries of various kinds, which terminate in uttet 
darkneſs, and everlaſting wo, unleſs prevented by thi 
illumination of the true light. In this conditio 
the people are deſcribed as walking, which, in th 
word of God, frequently denotes the whole courſe c 
man's life, in which every action makes a ſtep to 
ward that everlaſting ſtate to which we are journe) 


It diſlc 


ing. Walking is a voluntary motion, the con{habita! 
quence of preceding choice, and deliberate refolutionMmate þ 
very different from that which proceeds from violenc ent ch 
when one is drawn, or compelled by force. This ci cation 
cumſtance affords a juſt repreſentation of thoſe wihnore a 


are in darkneſs, who, as the wiſe man obſerves, lea 
the path of righteouſneſs, and walk in the way! 
darkneſs; who rejoice to do evil, and to whom! 
ways of ſin are pleaſant, Walking is a continu 
motion, in which one ſtep regularly follows ante 
until the ground intended is gone over. In this 
lpe& alſo, it exhibits a juſt view of people in de 
neſs, who ceaſe not to do evil, are ever repeal 


. - g o . 90 1 
their ſinful actions, and renewing their tranſgrello 
agall 
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zrainſt the Almighty. Once more, walking is a pro- 
greſſive motion, by which a traveller {till goes for- 
ward, until he arrives at the end of his journey. In 
ike manner, thoſe who are in darkneſs proceed as it 
were down-hill, from evil to worſe, until, if divine 
mercy interpoſe not, they are irrecoverably loſt.— 
The people are farther deſcribed in the following 
words : WA | 
Dey that dwell in the land of the ſhadow of death. 
Of all the events that can betall mankind in this pre- 
ent world, death is the moſt awful and terrible. It 
Ml parates the foul from the body, with which it was 
off ntimately connected; and deprives it of all the ex- 
eellencies and advantages of which it was poſſeſſed. 
MM | pulls down in a moment the curious fabric of na- 
ure, and extinguiſhes life, the greateſt of all temporal 
ed blengs. The countenance is then changed, the 
e trength is diſſolved, purpoſes periſh, learning and 
tei widom come to nought, and every natural and ac- 
hel quired accompliſhment depart for ever. There is no 
knowledge, labour, or device in the grave, whither we 
ae halting. Death puts a final period to mens 
worldly buſineſſes, connections, and enjoyments, and 


Wt dülodges the human ſoul from its former beloved 
nl babitation; and introduces it into a ſtate of conſum- 
jo mate happineſs or miſery, of which the perſon's pre- 
nc ent choice, temper, and practices, hath laid the foun- 


dation: this gives it a {till more ſolemn aſpect, and 
more awful appearance. As the ſhadow gives an 
exact repreſentation of the object by which it is form- 
el, by the ſhadow of death, may be meant the image 


death, exhibiting, in dreadful forms, this object of 
nuMiimay and terror. To dwell in the land of this ſha- 
hen, denotes that ſuch was the deplorable condition 


its inhabitants, that they afforded an exact reſem- 
ance of death, by which men are deprived of all 
at is eſteemed excellent and deſirable in this world. 
ir the expreion may ſignify, that they were ſub- 
| jected 


to all our opportunities of improvement and ſervice... 


— 
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jected to the power and influence of death, expoſed 
to anxious fears and uneaſy diſtractions of mind, 
wherewith people are feized in times of imminent | 
danger, when they know not how ſoon they may be. 
come a prey to this king of terrors. Though the 
land here ſpoken of, was exceedingly truitful and 
pleaſant, yer, on account of the miſerable condition | 
of its inhabitants, who were involved in ſpiritual | 
darkneſs, dead in treſpaſſes, and liable to death of the 
worſt kind, it is ſaid to be the region or ſhadow of 
death. In this reſpect, it afforded a juſt repreſenta. 
tion of the whole earth, which is become ſubject to 
the dominion of this univerſal conqueror, and in 
which we every where behold the images of death. 
The people of this deſcription, 

Have ſeen a great light : upon them hath the light 
fhined. The light here intended, is not that which 
is called natural, which is the life, the beauty, and God 

lory of the univerſe, whilſt it diſcovers the immenſe W gatic 
variety of objects wherewith it is ſtored, manitelis i cd t 
the evils and dangers to which we are expoſed, and WM like 
enables to diſcern innumerable circumſtances that, WM the f 
without it, muſt have eluded our ſagacity. By an the « 
eaſy figure, the term light, in the ſacred oracles, 1s 
employed to expreſs that divine light whereby ſpiri- 
tual darkneſs is expelled, and the minds of men are 
illuminated, quickened, and invigorated. From the 
application of the prophet's words to the Meſſiah, b 
the apoſtle Matthew, in the forecited fourth chapte 
and fixteenth verſe of his goſpel, it is evident, that 
they were fulfilled by the appearance of our bleſſed 
Saviour, whoſe perſon and doctrine are here intend 
ed. As a divine perſon, he is eternal, eſſential, and 
uncreated light, the brightneſs of the Father's glory 
as Meſſiah, he is the true light which was to con 
into the world, to be the glory of his people Ira 
and a light to enlighten the- Gentiles. Under th 
beautiful deſcription, he was foretold by the pri 
phets ; under this ſublime character, he is ſpoken l 


emitte 
like t. 
ment; 
the wi 
diſcoy 
muſt 
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whilſt 
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by the apoſtles ; under this inſtructive figure, he 
ſpeaks of himſelf. © I am the light of the world: he 
« that followeth me, ſhall not walk in darkneſs, but 
* ſhall have the light of life *,” His heavenly doc- 
tine is emphatically denominated, by the apoſtle 
WHT Paul, the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt +. 
WH This great light, when it ſhines into the minds of 
nen, effectually diſpels the miſt of ignorance, error, 
and Gin, that forms the darkneſs in which people walk- 
S i previous to its appearance. It diſplayeth the wiſ- 
om, love, and righteouſneſs of Jehovah in the re- 
o Wl dmption of tranſgreſſors, and layeth open to view 
n Wl the way of peace, into which our feet ought to be 
- WT guided. Moſt juſtly does the perſon and goſpel of 

Immanuel merit this character; for, like the light of 
the natural world, they are objects truly glorious, and 
b Wl pleaſant to contemplate, exhibiting the wonders of 
(Wl God's purpoſes, providence, and grace. The propa- 
ration of the goſpel, when at firſt the day-ſpring viſit- 
ed this earth, was amazingly rapid in its progrels ; 
like the rays of light, quickly extending itſelf over 
the face of the whole inhabited world. The light of 
the goſpel, like that of the ſun, ſhines at all times 
vita bright and inextinguiſhable luſtre, though not 
in all places at the fame time. Though the light 
emitted by the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhine around men, 
lke that which proceeds from the ſun in the firma- 
ment; to perceive its excellence and glory, to behold 
the wonders it reveals, and to reap benefit from the 
lilcoveries it affords, the eyes of our underttandings 
muit de opened. Thoſe who are thus illuminated 
tare indeed ſeen a great light, which of all things ap- 
pears to be the moſt admirable and the moſt excellent, 
bitt it enables them to. diſcern thoſe important ob- 
eds which are moſt neceſſary to be contemplated and 
keured, Let us, my friends, give thanks to the 
lather of lights, who hath made light to ariſe upon 


John viii. 12. + 2 Cor. iv. 4. 
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us, who were fitting in the region and ſhadow of and 
death; and let us earneſtly pray, that he who com. WM pp: 
manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, may thine MI that 
into our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of Ml prop 
the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ?. While Ml by t 
ye have light, believe in the light; cordially embrace Gat! 
the great Redeemer, thanktully receive the record of M ind + 
God concerning him, faithfully improve the advan- WM by t! 
tages you enjoy, that ye may be the children of light, WM tte |: 
progreſſively advancing in the knowledge of the truth, M in th: 
and in all holy converſation and godlineſs. Yet a potan 
© little while is the light with you: walk while ye able! 
have the light, leſt darkneſs come upon you: for he plied 
© that walketh in darkneſs knoweth not whither he {hu 
s goeth.? that, 
Es ere 

3 Thou haſt multiplied the nation, and not creaſe 
increaſed the joy: they joy before thee, accord- e * 
ing to the joy in harveſt, and as men rejoice de tr. 

4 e Joy » ana As 7 TEJOICE 


when they divide the ſpoil, Ps 
The prophet ſeems to have addreſſed theſe words * Cres 
to the moſt high God, in grateful acknowledgment of the 
of the great benefit he had promiſed, of cauſing bght Utere! 
to ariſe upon the people that walked in darknels ;| ly agre 
and repreſents the happy conſequences to reſult and thi 
from that tavour. By the nation here ſpoken 3 t of 
of, may be meant either the Jewiſh nation, who werd N luſt 
the natural deſcendants of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob ul 4 
or the true Iſrael of God, the ſpiritual poſterity oi <t10; 
theſe illuſtrious patriarchs. The Almighty had prof txpecta 
miſed to Abraham, his friend, that he fhould be a fa ["Porta 
ther of many nations; that he ſhould become a great 1 prop 
and mighty nation; and that his poſterity ſhould ball © * 
innumerable, like the ſand of the ſea, and the ſtars of * Ul t. 
heaven. From various paſſages of the hiſtorical al 25 py 
well as prophetical parts of the Old Teſtament, tief, Þri 


hen. 3. PROPHECIES or ISATAH. For 


and ſimilar predictions, relative to this ſubject, plainly 
appear to have received their accompliſhment under 
that diſpenſation. About the time to which this 
prophecy refers, when the great light was ſeen 
by thoſe who dwelt in the land of the ſhadow of 
death, God multiplied exceedingly the Jewith nation, 
and conferred upon them many ſignal favouts, where- 
by they were greatly enlarged. They filled not only 
the land of Judea, but great numbers of them dwelt 
in the neighbouring countries of Egypt, Syria, Meſo- 
potamia, Media, and in many other places. A remark 
able inſtance of their having been prodigionſly multi- 
plied at the period referred to, is mentioned by Jo- 
fephus, who ſays, in his hiſtory of the Jewiſh wars, 
that, at one paſſover, about three millions of ſouls 
vere aſſembled at Jeruſalem *. By this amazing in- 
creaſe of the nation, ample ground was afforded for 
joy, and praiſe to God, eſpecially as about this time 
the true Iſrael of God were alſo multiphed, and many 


e 

added to the Lord of ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. | 11 | 

And not increaſed the joy; or rather, © Thou haſt in- FH 

* creaſed their joy,“ according to the new tranſlation 4 

of the learned Biſhop of London, which, though very 144 

different from that engroſſed into our text, 1s perfect- 114 
ly agreeable to the Hebrew, the marginal reading, ll | 


and the connection of the words. In the following 10 
part of the verſe, the increaſed joy, here mentioned, 11 
illuſtrated by two fimilitudes, which ſhew to what 
lrength and height it attained. Joy is that agreeable 
alection which ariſes in the mind from the pleaſing 
expectation, or actual poſſeſſion, of ſome deſirable or 
important bleſſing. To excite, preſerve, and increale 
it, property, poſſeſſion, and utility, or the proſpect of 
hem, are indiſpenſably requiſite, The poor rejoice 
not in the riches of the great, becauſe they are not 
their property; nor do perſons commonly rejoice in 
uct property, unleſs they are allowed poſſeſſion. The 
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ſeparation of the latter from the former of theſe, gave I 
riſe to the famous contention between the Greeks ang 
Trojans. Both property and poſſeſſion muſt promote 5 
utility and comfort; for it is uſe and benefit that 3 
gives occaſion to joy, and its increaſe. The Jewiſh 1 
nation derived manifold advantages from the vaſt in- 
| creaſe of their numbers, and the poſſeſſion of the im- 


unte 
0 d 
Feal 
fruit 
up 1 
theſe 
feato! 


portant bleflings therewith connected; and, therefore, aus 
it well became them to be joyful, and to rejoice be- ton. 
fore the Lord their God, as they were commanded *, Wl pop! 
At the time to which our prophet looked forward, WM fuch 


God was graciouſly pleaſed to enlarge the grounds of MI Victo: 
their joy, by the appearance of the great light men- Wl cacen 
tioned in the preceding verſe, by reitoring to them WM quero: 
the key of knowledge that had been taken away, by tae e 
removing their carnal prejudices againſt the truth, by wired 
giving check to the corrupt practices they had adopt- 15), a: 
ed from their Heathen neighbours; and, above all, by Hey e 
multiplying among them the happy number of his true fat af 
Iſrael, and turning away ungodlineſs from Jacob. naded 


They joy before thee, according to the joy in harve/? upon 
and as men rejoice when they divide the ſpoil. The becat 
joy of the nation is here illuſtrated by two beautiful of thi 
jimilitades. The joy wherewith they joyed beforę Juda! 
God, in the ſervices of his houſe, and in the dutie of this 
of his worſhip, reſembled the feſtivity and joy oi dtentio 
harveſt. An agreeable and plentiful harveſt is indec*2ded, 
a ſeaſon of great cheerfulneſs, when people are ein- caved 1 
ployed in reaping and collecting together the precious of God 
fruits of the earth, with which it hath pleaſed God ben m 
by his blefling, to crown their induſtry and diligence| the Lore 
and in laying up its rich produce for their proviſion Ire cou 
as the means of ſupport through the enſuing year bented; 


In ſuch a cheerful ſeaſon, much ground of public joy tons of 1 
is afforded, and gladneſs univerſally prevails througY blo, in 
the country. One of the three ſolemn feſtivals wii led his 
the children of Iſrael were commanded to obern IWbleſt g 


* Deut. xii. 7. F 
unt 


into the Lord, in which all the males were required 


o appear before him at Jeruſalem, was called the 


Faſt of in-gathering, becauſe it was kept after all the 
fruits of the land were collected together, and laid 
w in ſtore. The feitivity and joy exprefled on 
theſe occaſions, and which is viſible in the harveſt- 
ſon, afford a lively repreſentation of the joy which 
vas promiſed to ariſe from the increaſe of the na- 
on. This joy was allo to relemble that which 
people experience, when they divide the ſpoil. Upon 
ch occaſions, joy commonly ariſes to a great height. 
Victory being obtained after a long and deſperate en- 
gagement, joy ſprings up in the minds of the con- 
querors, in the review of the imminent dangers they 
have eſcaped, the honour and triumph they have ac- 
quired, the peace and tranquillity they hope to en- 
by, and the immenſe booty and ſpoil with which 
they expect to be enriched. Accordingly we read, 


that after the Amalekites had ſmitten Ziklag, and in- 


naded the ſouth, ©* behold, they were ſpread abroad 
upon all the earth, eating and drinking, and dancing, 
becauſe of all the great ſpoil that they had taken out 
ll © of the land of the Philiitines, and out of the land of 

WW [udah *.“ Though you cannot enter into the ſpirit 
of this compariſon as you did of the other, the leaſt 


ended, muſt be very great. This prediction re- 
ceiyed its accompliſhment not long after the Son 
of God was manifeſted, and the true light ſhined; 
hen multitudes believed, and many were added to 
the Lord; when the word of the Lord ran, and had 
fee courle, and was glorified, and churches were 
planted ; which gave occaſion of great joy to the na- 
tons of them that were ſaved. And bleſſed be God, 
vho, in following ages, hath more and more multi- 
lied his true Iſracl, and thus preſented us with the 


loblett grounds of joy and triumph. If gathering in 


* 1 Sam. XXX. 16. 
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attention may convince you, that the joy, here in- 
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es 
the fruits of the earth, which can only ſupport 4, 
periſhing life—if dividing the ſpoils of an enemy gur 
among the conquerors, render people glad and joy. the 
ful—how much more ought we to exult, when we 2 
are admitted to reap in joy what was ſown with tears, yerp 
and to participate in the fruits of our Saviour's la- A 5 
bour of love when with the good ſoldiers of Jeſus | 4 
Chriſt, we prove victorious through his blood, and tepr 
are enriched with the moſt precious ſpoils! Surely 4 
theſe happy events ſuggeſt the ſtrongeſt reaſons why WM nein 
we ought to be glad, and rejoice in the Lord, and WW hürde 
his abundant 01s, | _ aj 
| | be 
4 For thou haſt broken the yoke of his bur- o u. 


den, and the ſtaff of his ſhoulder, the rod off by th. 


his oppreſſor, as in the day of Midian. E 
| [ane 

Theſe words deſcribe another important benefit vere f 
ariſing from the appearance of the Meſſiah, and lay! cer 
open a new ſource of conſolation and joy to his rerforr 
people. I pretend not to determine whether or5,ch v 
not the prophet had in view the deſtruction of the ät the 
yoke of Aſſyria, by whom the Jewiſh nation waWM:cigc, 
for ſome time opprefled, which happened in th beats | 
days of Hezekiah, when a wonderful laughter was ad th; 
made among the troops of that empire. The pre nledt 
diction ſeems to me clearly and ultimately to re kecaufe 
fer to a memorable event that came to pals ſoo WW cone, t 
after the great light was ſeen. The deſtructionM:r:þle | 
of the Aſſyrian yoke introduced a typical, imperhadereſir 
fect, and temporal deliverance; whereas by breath. only 
ing the yoke, here intended, a ſpiritual, complete could br. 
and eternal ſalvation was to be enjoyed. The bottle! 
preſſions uſed in this verie evidently require to bed 
conſidered not in their literal, but in their figurat\ jc} ! 
ſenſe. In this view, fin ſeems to be the burden hen Wu of u 
ſpoken of. Under this deſcription it is frequently mend. wri 


tioned in ſcripture ; as where the royal pfalmiſt col 
o y * ol . „ * Ks _ 8 7 1 3 "7 
plains, © Mine iniquities are gone over mine be a 


— — — — 


* 
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eas an heavy burden they are too heavy for me *.” 
Sinners are heavy laden with this inſupportable load, 
which detains them from God, who alone can relieve 
mem; enfeebles their minds; and harafles them with 
perplexing fears, and the molt uneaſy reflections. A 


oper ſenſe of its powerful influence, its polluting 


mture, and dreadful guilt, like a cruſhing weight, 
leprelles the ſpirit, becomes irkſome and grievous; 


ind, if not happily removed, it will prove the 


means of irremediable ruin. By the yoke of this 
burden, may be meant the ceremonial law, which 
the apoſtle Peter affirms, was a yoke which neither 
the Jews, nor their fathers, were able to bear ;“ 
to which, nevertheleſs, the teachers of that people, 
by their vain traditions, unwarrantably added ſtill 
nore weight. The Moſaic ritual was in itſelf a 
roubleſome and heavy yoke, obliging all thole who 
vere ſubject to its authority, to obſerve many exter- 
n ceremonies, of various kinds, which could not be 
JT priormed without the utmoſt attention and care. 
WJ ouch were the commands reſpecting the obfervation 
if the Sabbath, the ſolemn feſtivals, the inſtituted 
acrifices, divers waſhings, and the differences of 
meats and clothes, &'c. Conſtant attention to theſe 
ad the like circumſtances, formed a yoke, which 
ralled the necks of the Jews; and having been added, 
becauſe of tranſgreſſions, until the promiſed ſeed ſhould 
tome, they were thereby obliged to ſuſtain an into- 
krable burden. This yoke, the prophet here ſays, 
arefing himſelf to Immanuel, Thou hait broken. 
le only, who put the yoke upon his ancient people, 
could break and difannul it. The Son of God, as the 
woltle Paul declares, when treating of this ſubject, 
loued out the hand-writing of ordinances that was 
geinſt us, which was contrary to us, and took it 
ut of the way, nailing it to his croſs f. By the 
nd-writing of ordinances, may be meant the law 


' Pal, xxxviii. 4. + Acts xv. 10. | Col. ii. 14. 
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of Moſes, which contained a variety of ordinances, nd 
wherein ſolemn acknowledgment was made of the cir 
pollution of fin, in divers waſhings, and of its guilt, oer 
in the facrifices that were offered for it. This law, lte 
which was againſt us, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in tin 
his adorable grace, took out of the way, aboliſhed, WM i at 
and diſannulled it, becauſe of the weakneſs and un. WM cu 
rofitableneſs thereof. | | on 
And the ſtaſf of his ſhoulder, the rod of his oppreſſer U t. 
In theſe expreſſions there is an obvious alluſion to cred 
the cruel practice of ſevere taſk-maſters, ſet over thoſe ¶ rio 
reduced to ſlavery, who are often not only whip4 10 wh! 
ped, but unmercitully beaten upon the back, of row 
ſhoulders, with a rod or ſtaff. By the oppreſſor, may As 1 
be meant the prince of this world, the great adver4 fertul 
fary of mankind, with thoſe whom he employs to op Kenth 
preſs and diſtreſs the people of God, who, by thei": lr 
uſurped power, demand of them the hardeſt ſervices wpref} 
and inflict upon them the ſevereſt puniſhments, Thin ©: 
cruel oppreflor hath his ſtaff and rod, whereby le Lor 
afflicts the children of men; and the power of death led me 
which he employs, as far as he can, for their de rump 
ſtruction. In ſcripture- language, a rod is uſed to ſiꝗ Mit tir 
nify ſtrength and power: hence we read of a rod tre 
iron, wherewith the Son of God ſhall daſh in piecq I [32a 
his enemies as a potter's veſſel *, And as a rod che! 
often uſed by thoſe who exerciſe a kind of ſtern a th wh 
thority, to ſupport their influence over others, d, th 
ſometimes expreſſes rigorous and harſh treatment ho 
cruel and unrelenting ſeverity, In this ſenſe we u Miterna 
derſtand Pſal. cxxv. 4. The rod of the wick hi! 
© ſhall not reſt upon the lot of the righteous.” I ow. * 
alſo ſeems to be the meaning of the rod of the e the 
preſſor, which Immanuel is faid to have broken. re the ty 
was manifeſted, to deſtroy the works and the 1yran ay” deliy 
of Satan. He came into this world, to deliver "anc, 
people from a ſtate of ignorance, guilt, and ſervituc * * 
| on, We 


+ Pal. ii. . Jones 
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nd to introduce them into glorious liberty and feli- 
ity; to deſtroy the power of thoſe by whom they 
were reduced to bondage and thraldom, and to tranſ- 


lite them into his kingdom of marvellous light. By 


tim the rod and ſtaff of our oppreſſor was broken: 
je aboliſhed the tyrannical dommion of the devil; he 
rcued us from the power of ſin, from the condemna- 
jon of the law, and the hands of all our enemies. 
f this prediction this is the amount, if I have not 
ared in taking the ſum. 
elſor's power is illuſtrated in the following words, 
n which it is compared to a very memorable over- 
throw of the enemies of Iſrael: 

4s in the day of Midian. The hiſtory of the won- 
trful conqueſt here referred to, is recorded in the 
krenth chapter of the book of Judges, where we read, 
hat Ifrael having cried unto the Lord becauſe of the 
mprefion of the Midianites, he ſent Gideon to fave 
hem out of the hand of that people. For this purpoſe, 
he Lord commanded him to take with him three hun- 
red men of valour, each of whom was furniſhed with 
trumpet, and a pitcher, wherein was a lamp. In the 
icht. time, that mighty man, with his attendants, thus 
xcoutred, ſurrounded the camp of Midian ; and, on 
le ſignal being given, they broke the pitchers, hold- 
ig the lamps in their left hands, and the trumpets 
th which they blew in their right hands, they 
med, The ſword of the Lord, and of Gideon. The 
rat holt of the Midianites, fuddenly ſeized with 
nſternation and dread, fled with the utmoſt confu- 
Wn, whilit every man's ſword was turned againſt his 
iow, The conſequences were, that the greateſt 
art of the Midianitiſh army periſhed ; among whom 
kr: the two princes, Oreb and Zeeb; and the Iſraelites 
kre delivered from under their yoke. This great 
uerance prefigured the deſtruction of the oppretlor 
Fe predicted; and, in ſeveral reſpects worthy of at- 
190, we may trace a reſemblance that fully juſtifies 
6 WP@rilon before us. In the day of Midian, the 
| 38 enemies 


This abolition of the op- 
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enemies of Iſrael were diſcomfited by an extraordinary 1 T 
divine interpoſition, without arms, or any human a ;:; 
liſtance, though, by divine appointment, ſome exter un 
nal ſigns were uſed for this purpoſe. This memo - 
rable conqueſt exhibited an inſtructive repreſentation L worl 
of the overthrow of the tyranny of the prince of thiſ put 
world by the Meſſiah, when his people were ſavedM..;;- 
out of the hands of them who oppreſled them by the +. ;; 
Lord their God, and not by bow, nor by ſword, nof . alry, 
by battle, nor by horſes, nor by horſemen *. Tac ents 
means he employs for this end, are, the lounding ein, 
the trumpet of the goſpel, accompanied with a {ecr ter 
divine power, the light of divine truth, a treaſure hf multit 
hath put into earthen veſſels, which are trail, an ns 
eaſily broken. The violent deſtruction of theſe ve icori 
{els hath given occaſion to much confuſion among ti ment 
enemies of God's people, and hath often turned theilconf;; 
arms againſt each other. By uniting theſe exp; can 
dients, the great Captain of ſalvation hath obtaine only a 
complete victory over thoſe who oppreſſed his peopl Mints it 
© The Lord gave the word, great was the companWr jj 
of thoſe that publiſhed it. Kings of armies did f - 


« apace : and ſhe that tarricd at home divided ti it th 


* ſpoil 4.” From this ſimilitude we learn, _ le wou 
victories anciently acquired by the people of God, ui dlutuc 
der the Old Teſtament, exhibited lively figures of i ad ary 


Meſtah's conquelts, recorded in the New Teſtamenf 


brth; 3 
and that we are authorized to view them in this lig 


TH 
70 * 
| lung t 


By the glorious ſuccels that attended the wars 01 fe: ning 
againſt their enemies, and God's gracious interpe hee on 
tion in their behalf, the true lirael of God are encq bie tha 
raged to expect, in due time, complete deliveranq; ich the 
and nal triumph; over all their adverſaries. 1 f 
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5 For every battle of the warrior ii g col 
tuſed noiſe, and garments rolled in blood; 
this thall ke with burning, and fewel of hire. 


II f? ] 
. AT} 
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This verſe diſcloſes another ſource of joy which 

128 to be opened by the appearance and conqueſts of 
manuel, whoſe victories were not to be acquired in 

he fame manner with the heroes and warriors of this 
world. The battles by which they riſe to honour, 
*putation, and conqueſt, are attended with confuſed 
noiſe, The ſound of martial inſtruments of muſic, 

he marching of the infantry, the prancing of the ca- 
ary, the clathing of ſwords, ſpears, and other inſtru- 
ens of death, and the report made by the various 
aanes of war; generals delivering their orders, 
˖ 


D 
alicers encouraging their men, the clamour of the 


ruliitude, the cries of the wounded, the exclama- 
tons of the timid, the groans of the dying, the 
itorious ſhouts. of the conquerors, and the bitter 
amentations of the vanquiſhed ; mult form a hideous, 
ontuſed noiſe, of which they only who have heard 
t can form a juſt idea. In the day of battle, not 
mly a terrible noiſe, but a moſt aitecting ſcene pre- 
ents 1tfelf to view, far ſurpaſſing any deſcription: 
by which I can aſſiſt your apprehenſions. Gar- 
dente rolled in blood : clothes all beſmeared and dyed 
th the crimſon, vital fluid, profuſely flowing from 
be wounds of which great numbers are expiring : 
nultitudes of dead bodies, deprived of heads, legs, 
ad arms, from which the blood continues to pour 
brth ; and many in the agonies of diſtreſs and death, 
wing themſelves, and their garments, in the blood 
= from their veins, It is unneceſſary to en- 
ze on this affecting ſcele. Such is the confuſed 
le that is heard in the battle of the warrior, and 
keh the meren ſpectacle which it preſents to view; 
m all which we earneſily pray, Good Lord, deliver 
in this manner the heroes of this world contend 
eau and renown; but very different are the 
tumphs of Immanuet; deſcribed in the following 
50 oh of this verſe : 
ut this [hall be with bur ing, and fewer of jire. 
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all his incorrigible enemies. The Meſſiah, who was 
to come ſuddenly into his temple, was foretold, ſhould 
reſemble a refiner's fire, that purifies gold and ſilver 
from the droſs and alloy with which they are mix. | 
ed. This fire Jeſus Chriſt came and kindled upon 
the earth. The Holy Spirit alſo is ſpoken of under 
this emblem of fire, in as much as he enlightens, 
warms, and refreſhes thoſe who participate of his # 
The ſame figure is uſed to ex- 
preſs the word of God, which conſumes the wic 
ked as a fire does the combuſtible materials that are 

placed within its reach, whilſt it warms the hearts“ 
of good men, and makes them to burn within 
The powerful influence of the Son of God,“ 
exerted by his word and Spirit, and employed in carry- 
ing on his conqueſts, is therefore very properly re- 
preſented by burning. His wicked adverſaries, and) 
the enemies of his church, he conſumes by the breaths 
of his mouth, and the brightneſs of his coming; andg 
thoſe whom he delivers from the burden of ſin, and 
the power of the oppreſſor, he refines, and puriticy 


& 


unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
A cuſtom ancient! 
prevailed among ſome Heathen nations, of burnin 
heaps of armour, gathered from the field of battle, a 
an offering to the deity, from whom the conquerory 
ſuppoſed they had got the victory. The Romans arg 
well known to have uſed this practice as an embicn 
of peace. In ſeveral paſſages of the Old Teltamenyy 
there are intimations that ſome ſuch cuſtom was ou 
ſerved by the Iſraelites, and other nations. God pra 


benign influence. 


them. 


And fewel of fire. 


works. 


miſed to Joſhua victory over the nations of Canaan, i 
theſe words: And the Lord ſaid unto Joſhua, Ben 1 
afraid becauſe of them: for to-morrow about tl a 


„time will I deliver them up all flain before lirac 1 


© thou ſhalt hough their horſes, and burn their cl 
* riots with fire*,* In alluſion to this practice, "il 
Joſhua xi. 6, 3 


Crap. IX. 
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conqueſt of the Meſſiah is here foretold, to be with 11 
fewel of fire. Having ſpoiled the oppreſſor of man- 1 
kind of his armour, wherein he truſted, as an emblem | 
of complete victory, he configns it to the flames; i. e. 
he utterly deſtroys it, that it may never more be em- 
played in acts of hoſtility againſt him. In humble 
teltimony of unfeigned ſubjection to the Prince of 
peace, let us throw down the weapons of our rebel 
lon, that we may participate in the noble triumphs 
which he acquires, in a manner peculiar to himſelf, 
without noiſe or bloodſhed, that he may advance the 
felicity of his ſubjects, and accompliſh the total over- 
throw of his enemies. | | 
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6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son 
is given, and the government ſhall be upon his 
ſhoulder : and his name ſhall be called, Wonder- 


ful, Counſellor, The mighty God, The everlaſt- 
ing Father, The Prince of peace. 


5 tr C—— 9 — * * * 
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The appearance of the illuſtrious Perſon, from 
whom ſhould proceed the light and joy, the increaſe 
and victory, mentioned in the preceding verſes, is 
here foretold. From the whole deſcription given of 
his nativity, the office to which he was appointed, 
the qualifications of which he is poſſeſſed, the extent 
and perpetuity of his government, it plainly appears, 
that Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, manifeſted in the 
teſh, is the perſon intended. The magnificent titles 
given to this extraordinary child ſufficiently determine 
ne ſubject of this prophecy ; for to whom but our 
Saviour, the great Meſſiah, can the characters here 
mentioned belong. The application of this prediction 
0 ]clus Chriſt is authorized by an inſpired apoſtle, 
no manifeſtly alludes to this paſſage, when ſpeaking 
of our Lord's going into Galilee * ; and it is ſupported 
by the angel Gabriel, who, when he announced the 


e 


See Matth. iv. 12. et ſeg. 
5 joy ful 
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joyful tidings of the Meſſiah's nativity, deſcribed 
him under the characters given in the prophecy now 
before us. Beſides, there is a remarkable ſimilarity 
between the language uſed by Iſaiah, and that of the 
meſſage delivered by the angels to the thepherds, at 
the birth of Jeſus Chriſt, recorded Luke ii. 10, 11. 
Do you then inquire, of what child doth the prophet 
here ſpeak ; of his own, or of ſome other man's? 
anſwer, without heſitation, in unequivocal terms, he 
fpeaketh of him concerning whom Moſes in the law, 


ani the prophets, did write, Jeſus of Nazareth, who 
was ſuppoſed to be the {on of Joſeph. Of him the | 


Spirit of prophecy athrms, 


For unto us a child is bir a. This expreſſion bath an 
evident reference to the incarnation of the Son of 
God, who, in the fulneſs of time, took part with us | 
of fleſh and blood, was made of a woman, and al. | 
ſumed the character of the Son of man. In the New $ 
Teſtament, he 1s repeatedly ſpoken of as a child. We | 


read, that the wife men, who were conducted by a 


{tar to the place where he was born, when they law | 
the young child with Mary his mother, they fell down | 
and worthipped him“. In the prayer of the apoſtles, : 


aſter they were liberated from priſon, they requeſted, 


that the Lord might grant ſigns and wonders to be | 
Off 
this child it is ſaid, that he was born, intimating in B 
what manner he was to come into this world, and ta 
aſſume human nature. He did not appear merely in 
the form of man, as ſuperior intelligences have ſome-I 
times done, when they deſcended to this earth; but I 
he actually participated of our nature, becoraing bone A 


done in the name of his holy child Jeſus 4.— 


of our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh. In all things, 


fin only excepted, he was made like unto his brethren, f 
In this manner the promiſed Meſſiah was expected mM 
enter himſelf among the ſons of men, as we learn 
from the queſtion put by the wile men to Herod, 1 


* Matth. ii. 11. + Acs iv. 30. 
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the king : © Where 1s he that is born king of the 
© ſews *? Though this child was not born for hun- 
dreds of years after this prediction was delivered, his 


birth 1s here mentioned as having already happened. 


This mode of expreſſion frequently occurs in the pro- 

phetic writings, where future events are ſpoken of as 

pait or preſent, to denote their infallible certainty, and 

ſpeedy approach —— This child is farther ſaid to be 

born unto us. Though this is true of every child, 

who is born not for himſelf, but for God, for his 

parents, his neighbours, and his country, we are in 

this manner taught, that, by a voluntary act of love, 

the incarnation and nativity of Jeſus Chriſt were de- 

ügned for our ſalvation. He took upon him our 

nature; not on account of fallen angels, for whom a 

Saviour is not provided, but for apoſtate men, in 

whoſe deſtruction God might have been for ever 

glorified. Unto us he was born, to inſtruct us by 

his divine doctrine, to conduct us by his perfect ex- 

ample, to expiate our guilt by his atoning ſacrifice, 

wo ſanctify us by his Holy Spirit, and to obtain for us 

eternal inheritance. Would you, my brethren, 

cclebrate, in a becoming manner, this joyful event? 

Like the eaſtern Magi, you muſt do him homage, 

open your treaſures, and preſent unto him gifts: 

le the ſhepherds, you mult return glorifying and 

baiſing God, for what you have. heard and ſeen ; 

ad like the multitude, you mult follow him, be all 

WHT @tention to his divine doctrine, that you may feel the 
WT flutary influence of his divine inſtructions. 

u d. or is given. As the former expreſſion re- 

ates tothe human, fo this reſpects the divine nature 

of the Som of God. In this fublime ſenſe the charac- 

er is commonly applied to him in ſcripture, as in the 

0 following patlages : No man knoweth the Fa- 

ther but the Son +: He that believeth on the Son, 

bath everlaſting life f.“ According to the record of 


t John iii. 36. 
God, 


" Math, i. 3 & Niehl 2 
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God, Jeſus Chriſt is the word and wiſdom of God, 
his only begotten and well-beloved Son, the bright. 


neſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his per. | 
ſon ; poſſeſſing with him the ſame divine nature, the 
ſame glorious titles, and ineffable perfections; per. 
forming with him the ſame ſtupendous works, and re. 

ceiving the ſame divine honours and worſhip... Þ 
This illuſtrious Perſon is here affirmed to be given. 
The language exactly accords with what is ſaid con- 
cerning him in the. New T eſtament, where our Sa. 
viour gives this ſhort abridgment of the goſpel, God 
© ſo loved the world that he gave his only begotten | 
* Son *,* c. Jeſus Chriſt was given to us in the 
eternal purpoſe of God: he was actually conferred, | 
when he came into this world; and was delivered | 
unto death as the ſacrifices of old, which, being 
typical of this unſpeakable donation, were therefore | 
called gifts. No preſent that the moſt high God ever | 
made to mankind is ſo precious, and neceſſary to our | 
felicity, as the gift of Jeſus Chriſt ; who 1s the light | 
and life of the world, the Teacher of the church, the 


Author of ſalvation, the High-prieſt of our profeſſion, 
the Governor among the nations, the righteoutinels, 


the ſtrength, and glory of the ſaints. The Almighty 


made a noble preſent to man, when he gave him the 
luminaries of heaven to enlighten his habitation, and 
rain from heaven to fructify the earth; but theſe im- 
portant favours are not worthy to be compared to the} 


immenſe benefit he confers upon thoſe who, with hu-$ 


mility and gratitude, accept of his Son as their Sa- 
viour, Inſtructor, and Lord. He is therefore em- 
phatically ſtyled, God's unſpeakable gift ; conterred 
upon us who were altogether unworthy of this richl 


donation, as plainly appears by attending to our = 
Notwith- 


cumſtances, character, and conduct. 
ſtanding, unto us he is given: unto the prophe 


Iſaiah, and his countrymen, and to all 1n every 48 


* John iii, 16. 
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and nation, whom God hath inſtructed not to walk 
in the way of this people; who ſanctify the Lord of 
tots in their hearts, and make him their fear and 
irexd ; who wait upon him that hideth his face from 
the houſe of Jacob, and look for him“. Jeſus Chriſt 
js given for the good and benefit of all, eſpecially for 
the ſalvation of them that believe, that he might ob- 
tin for them renuſhon of ſins, and eternal life; that 
he might teach them the way of truth; that he 


nicht break the yoke of the ceremonial law; take 


way the burden of fin, deſtroy the works of the 
lvil, and the power of death.——Let us cordially 
receive the Son of God, who is given for theſe bene- 


rolent purpoſes, that, being intimately united to the 


bleſſed Author of falvation, we may participate in all 
the ineſtimable bleſſings with which the thankful ac- 
ceptance of him is accompanied. | 
And the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder. Theſe 
words are deſcriptive of the important office with 
which the illuſtrious Perſon, here ſpoken of, was to be 
mweſted. The Meſſiah was anciently foretold to be a 
Ruler, who was to ariſe from among the ſtandards of 
rae]; and, in the fulneſs of time, he actually appear- 
el, fultaining this high character. The dominion of 
eus Chriſt is often mentioned in the ſcriptures both 
che Old and New Teſtament: his regal character 
ens to be that in which he glories; and in perform- 
ing the offices connected with it, conſiſts much of his 
nzdiatorial excellence. All the prophets unite in ex- 
MW biting him in this view: the greateſt monarchs of 
be ]<ith nation typified him in this reſpect: he 
unlelt claimed univerſal dominion : the apoſtles re- 
ſlelent him poſſeſſing ſupreme authority ; and even 


eguty, and publiſhed it to the nations, by the in- 
pon he put upon his croſs. The term gover n- 
lt „hen applied to the Methah, is metaphorical ; 
* Ifaiah viii. 11. & eg. 

2 5 i {or 


3 . 
Plate, the Roman governor, acknowledged his ſove- 
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for all that is comprehended in it among men, the! 
greateſt royal magnificence and power, atford only a 
taint and imperfect emblem of the regal dominion of fi 
Jeſus Chriſt. There is nothing ſufhciently noble in 


the characters of the greateſt monarchs, nothing wiſe 4 
enough in their maxims, nothing gentle enough in MI ... 
their adminiſtration, nothing ſufficiently glorious in 1 
their courts or exploits, fully to repreſent the gran. <0 
deur and glory of Meſhah's government. All power 8 
in heaven and in carth is committed into his hands: gn. 
all things are delivered unto him by the Father. His | hop 
| kingdom includes not only his willing ſubjects, who the 
yield unconſtrained obedience to his authority, but eth, 
extends to all nations over the whole world. He is} 1 
Lord of all, and his dominion is over all. The Hea-] le 
then are his inheritance, the utmoſt ends of the earth ; 
are his poſſeſſion: angels, principalities, and powers, WM emp] 
are ſubject to his ablolute control: every creature in Wl knce 
heaven and on earth does him homage: by him ben 
kings reign, and princes decree juſtice; and at laſt all cim 
his enemies ſhall be made his footſtool. All judgment Krvat 
is intruſted to him: the whole of the divine judicial luci. 


rocedure is committed to the Son of God: the limes, 
power of life and death, of abſolution and condemna-f vutari 


tion, is put into his hands. This government is] nuiſhe 
ſaid to be hen bis ſhoulder. The expreſſion may al ing to 
lude to the general opinion of mankind, who conf afl 
der government as a burden, becauſe its adminiſtra i; ;,, 
tion is attended with much labour, care, and ſolici Lora 
tude. The ſhoulder being that part of the human (14,1; 
body upon which heavy loads are conmonly placed Wl (fried 
the weight of government is {aid to be on the ſhouldcWf vi 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; who, with infinite eaſe, rules the un vc; 
verſe, preſides over the church, and exerts his powell lis dom 
for the ſafety and happineſs of his people, to the ter wife. 
ror and deſtruction of all his incorrigible enemies ll © £0111, 
Or it may allude to the ancient practice of thoſe i deem 


. „ - Az 
veited with authority, who put upon their —_— 
from which it hung down, the euſign of 8 N 0 _ 

a fcepira 
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aſceptre, a ſword, or a key. In alluſion to this cuſtom, 
our Lord thus ſpeaks of himſelf, as having the key 
© of David “, or of his houſe; in which words he aſ- 
ſerts his powerful rule over his church (of which the 
houſe of David was an eminent type), to admit and 
exclude from it whomſoever he pleaſeth. With 
humility and reverence, let us ſubmit to this Governor 
among the nations, and ſtudy to demean ourſelves as 
his loval and dutiful ſubjects, making the ſervice he 
demands the buſineſs of our lives. Then may we 
hope to enjoy the felicity of his people, to ſmile at 
the approach of calamity, and to rejoice that he reign- 
eth, amid all the confuſions that ariſe in the world. 
The prophet proceeds to mention ſome of the mag. 
nicent titles by which he ſhould be diſtinguiſhed. 
And his name ſhall be called. Names are ſometimes 
employed to expreſs the peculiar nature and excel- 
i nce of the perſon to whom they are given, Thus 
WY when the blefied God was graciouſly pleaſed to pro- 
idm his name from heaven, in the audience of his 
| fervant Moſes, he clearly intimated the divine excel- 
: 


lncies of his own nature and character. At other 
lines, names are uſed to ſignify the honour, re- 
nion, and glory, whereby one perſon is diſtin- 
F auhed from others. The legiſlator of Ifrael, intend- 
es celebrate the conſummate righteouſneſs, and 
majeſty of the Lord, thus begins his triumph- 
MF {it 1010 : 5 Becauſe 1 will publiſh the name of the 
Lord: aſcribe ye greatneſs unto our God .“ The 
I flowing names, by which the Meſſiah was charac- 
ig terized, may be conſidered in both theſe ſenſes ; for 
| al they deſcribe his infinite grandeur, and divine 
Pets ions, they announce the unrivalled glory ot 
lis dominion, which is ſuitable to the incomparable 
qulifications he poſſeſſes. In this view, we proceed 
0 conſider the auguſt titles attributed to our glorious 
Redeemer, which he moit juſtly deſerves; and by 


Rer. iii. 7. f Deut. xxx. 3. 
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which we are inſtructed in the ſupreme excellence of WM + 
his perſonal character, and extenſive government. > 
The name firſt afcribed to him, is, = .: 
IFonderſul. The conſtitution of our Mediator's per. WI A 
jon is truly wonderful, in which are united the Crea. WM ni 
tor and the creature, the infinite God and finite hu. cee 
man nature. In him we behold the moſt ſurprifing WM d 
paradox, the greateſt myſtery, God manifeſt in the be. 
fleſh, which will for ever employ the admiring con-M cc 
templation, and grateful praiſes, of all the redeemed e. 
from among men. We pretend not to explain the |: « 
impenetrable myſtery of h1s eternal Godhead, and his ;!:t 
intimate relation to the Father as a Son. This is a ith 
ſubject by far too ſublime for finite minds to under de: 
ſtand and comprebend; and, therefore, the ſcripturę ton, 
teacheth us to repreſs vain curioſity reſpecting thi Chi 
matter. When, as a prelude to his future manitelta WM hi; u 
tion in human nature, the Son of God appeared t {arc 
Manoah, who inquired of him, What is thy name; niir 
he received for anſwer, * Why aſkeſt thou after mi by th 
name, ſeeing it is ſecret *,* or wonderful. Anq C: 

when the apoſtle John beheld him in viſion, he af vho 
firms, that he had a name written which no mauMMcoun; 
knew but he himſelf +.” All his works are won WF prope 
derful in their contrivance, execution, connection WM leach 
and deſign; eſpecially the work of man's redempf ay re 
tion, whereby God is highly glorified, fin is dettroyMnown 
ed, and ſinners are ſaved. In the contemplation oMWlructe 
theſe things, we may adopt the words of the wiſe mangillor, 
I beheld all the works of God—though a wile ma bre: 
think to know it, yet ſhall he not be able to fin lam 
* itf;” and then exclaim, in the words of the apo of th, 
Paul, O the depth of the riches both of the widoni* ſpirit 
and knowledge of God ||!" Of the works of the A count 
mighty men are often obliged to acknowledge thel ' the fe 
ignorauce, whillt Jeſus Chriſt gives to his diſciple iS cha 


BY Judges XIII. 18. T Rev. Xix ; 12. i Ecclel. II. I 
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the moſt pleaſing encouragement, by aſſuring them, 
that what they know not now, they ſhall know here- 
iter. Nor is his word leſs wonderful than his works. 
admiring multitudes, in the days of our Lord's hu- 
milation, wondered at the gracious words that pro- 
ceded out of his mouth: they were aſtoniſhed at the 
ſablime truths he inculcated, the excellent privileges 
he deſcribed, the perfect rules which he delivered, che 
cxceeding great and precious promiſes that he utter- 
e. All theſe he ſtamped with his high authority: 
e connected them together, ſo as to form one com- 
bie ſyſtem of divine truth; and accompanied them 
with altoniſling energy and power, ior accomplithing 
he moit ſalutary purpoſes. With humble admira- 
tion, let us frequently contemplate the glory of Jeſus 
Chriſt exhibited in the goſpel: let us meditate upon 
lis works, and talk of his doings; and diligently 
WM {arch the ſcriptures, wherein the wonders of his aſto- 
ulung grace are recorded. Another name where- 
by che Meſſiah was to be called, is, 
A Com/elior. The Hebrew word ſignifies not one 
ho takes counſel or advice, but one who gives 
ll counſel to others, and prudently points out what is 
n proper to be done. The Son of God, the great 
nM leacher and King of his church, conſults not with 
pay reſpecting his operations and deſigns. Who hath 
WW known his mind, or, being his counſellor, hath in- 
of !iructed him? He is a moſt able and faithful Coun- 
nM «ilor, in all the affairs relative to his extenſive em- 
pre: © Counſel, faith he, is mine, and found wiſdom : 
lam underſtanding, I have ſtrength *. The ſpirit 
ok the Lord,” as predicted, reſted upon him, the 
' birt it of wiſdom and underſtanding, the ſpirit of 
' counſel and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, and of 
the fear of the Lord f.“ His abilities to ſupport 
ts character are unqueſtionable; and were acknow- 
aged by e during his reſidence upon 


* Prov. vii, 14. FT Tfaiah xi. 2. 
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earth, who reſorted to him for advice, on very dif. : c 
ficult and momentous points, in deciding of which hi 
he diſplayed the moſt exquiſite ſkill, and convered WM | 
the moiſt fatisfying inſtruction. On two very in. WE tt: 


portant and intereſting ſubjects, as to which, of al} WM ti 
others, mankind moſt needed information, hath the be. 
wildom of God been pleaſed to give all neceſſary di. 
rection : the one reſpects eternal life and falvation ; Ml * 
the other relates to preſent temper and conduct. He ee 
hath declared, that men muſt come to him for life ni: 
and felicity; and to encourage us to reſort to hin, MW © 
he invites us to him with the utmoſt tenderneſs, he 
laments our averſion to comply, and kindly aſſures Ml 


us of the moſt welcome reception. To correct the bees 
miſtakes, and remove the wrong apprehenſions, which ns 
even his profeſſing people are apt to form of their {pi. WM (21 
ritual condition, he who is faithful in the execution MM feat 
of his office, gives the good counſel which you read, Urne 
Rev. iii. 18. With regard to our preſent temper and hon 
conduct, he hath preſcribed the moſt excellent rulæs, Net o 
which approve themſelves to men of good underſtand- lireng 
ings, and new hearts, and claim their approbation WW" 0! 
he hath clearly pointed out the paths of righteouſneſ e tr 
and peace, which form the temper, and regulate th wer 
conduct of his diſciples. ——lIf you want advice ander et! 
direction, go to him in whom dwelleth all the trez TK 

We Drir 


ſures of wiſdom and knowledge, that he may acquain 
you with God and yourſelves; that he may open let 
vou the ſource of all thoſe diſorders that appear in th pts 
world; that he may diſcloſe the ſecret ſpring from red 
which flow all the bleſſings you receive, and the agin%7075 
flictions with which you are diſtreſſed; that he may li teſt] 
explain to you all the proipects whereby you are re ole nc 
vived, guide you by his counſel, and afterward re, a 
celve you to glory. The third deſignation givel fund 65 
to this illuſtrious Perſon, is, ach, 
The mighiy God. This glorious character bath al torrj 
direct reference to the divine nature of the Meſſiab, . con 
whom it juſtly belongs, notwithſtanding he was od, af 
| c 
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child born. He is the mighty One, upon whom our 
help is laid; the King of glory; the Lord of hoſts, 
trong in battle; the Almighty, without whom no- 
thing was made that is made, and who upholdeth all 
ings in exiſtence. When he dwelt among men, he 
formed the moſt aſtoniſhing wonders : being put 
1 death in the fleſh, he was deelared to be the Son 
God with power, by his reſurrection from the 
dead; and now, in his exalted ſtate, he exerciſes do- 
ninion over heaven and earth. Eſpecially hath he 
ifplayed the high character here aſcribed to him, by 
is conqueſt of all his own and his peoples enemies; 


iner ſo very numerous, that they are compared to 
bes; fo very ſtrong, that they are ſpoken of as fierce 
1 lions; and fo very ſubtile, that they are likened to 
. oning ſerpents. He hath overcome Satan, our 
WM creat adverſary ; deprived him of his dominion, over- 


emed the foundations of his kingdom, releaſed thoſe 
om he had taken captive, and delivered the prey 
Nat of the hand of the mighty. He hath ſubdued the 
. bength of fin, by perfectly obeying the law of God 


n our nature, and ſuſtaining the puniſhment due to 
cur tranſgreſſions. He hath ſpoiled principalities and 
pwers, and made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing 
wer them on his croſs : and vanquiſhing, in all his 


de brings down, in their hearts, every high thing that 
ateeth itſelf againſt him, and fruſtrates all the at- 
empts of their enemies to injure them. Having con- 
Quered for them, he will make them more than con- 
querors, in due time, by his blood, and the word of 
lis teſtimony. Indeed he is eminently poſſeſſed of all 
ole noble qualifications requiſite to form a mighty 
dero, an illuſtrious warrior; ſuch as greatneſs of 
ind, exquiſite kill, undaunted fortitude, invincible 
With, and innumerable triumphs over the mighty 
al terrible; in all which, as a man of war, he is 
lt conlpicuous. Jeſus Chriſt being the mighty 
*% Words the ſtrongeſt evidence, that he is able to 
lave 


ubjects, thoſe corrupt luſts that war againſt the ſoul, * 
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ſave to the uttermoſt. Did we found our expeca. . 
tions, and repoſe our confidence, on created power, 5 
we ſhould juſtly dread the awful curſe denounced MI ,. 
againſt thoſe who truſt in man, and make fleſh their . 
arm, which you find written, Jeremiah xvii. c,6.M. 


whereas contemplating our Saviour as the mighty E 

God, how cheerfully may we confide in his atone. b. 

ment, grace, and government! Moit juſtly, therefore, . 

does it become us to magnify the Lord, and with our MI ... 

ſpirits to rejoice in God our Saviour.——The fourth WM : f 

character mentioned, 1s, | A... 

The everl/ting Father. The name of Father is 0 

ſometimes uſed in ſcripture to denote the author or WM him 

| cauſe from which any thing proceeds. Thus the A.M: 
| mighty, to convince Job of his imbecility and igno- |. 
rance, inquires, among other things, Hath the rain: |. 

a father *? The obvious meaning of the queſtion i, 1,31; 

N By what cauſe or principle in nature is it produced 
ö In this ſenſe, Jeſus Chriſt is the Father of all his pi, b. 
ö ritual poſterity, in as much as he is the Author of their no | 
| | eternal ſalvation, and from him they derive everlaſt ne 
ing life. Through his favour and appointment, they dri 
| enjoy the means whereby eternal life is attained : He 
grants them right to it, in their juſtification to life M bra. 

his righteouſnels : he conveys the foretaſtes of it, in efpr 


thoſe bleſſed diſcoveries which are the objects of theii nu 
faith and hope: he gives them the earneſts of his Spi_l;, ;.... 
rit; and, in due time, the full and undiſturbed poi men 
j fefhon. Though there are both external and interna te dt. 
l means whereby men become partakers of his redemp fer 
tion, his atonement and interceſſion are the only mal dne 
| ritorious cauſe whereby it was obtained; his Holi: 1. 
g Spirit, and glorious power, are the alone efficiegg un 
* cauſe by which it is communicated. From the 80 polteri 


— — 
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— 
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| of God proceeds all that light and life, wiſdom anne 
ö ſtrength, peace and joy, of which his children par chi 
cipate, Ile makes them partakers of a divine natur drth 


| 


* Job xxRvili. 28. | Joh! 


ben. 6. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH, Faz 


he renews them after his image; he introduces them 

int) the ſpiritual world ; he writes upon them the 

name of his God ; he takes care of their intereſts ; 

he ſupplies their wants; : he inſtructs them in the molt 

excellent knowledge; he preſerves them from evil, 

13 trains them up for an eternal inheritance ; per- 

W forming toward them, in every reſpect, the part of an 

1 dlectionate and faithful parent. Of Meſliah the 

1 prop het affirms, that he is an ever/a/fting Father. Ile 

e fame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever, without 

bY inning of days, or end of life. He was, he is, 

g an he is to come, the firſt and the laſt. C CO 
MW tinicif he thus ſpeaks, © Before Abraham was, I am * 

1 be Lord poſſeſſed him in the beginning of his way, 

Wl * betore his works of old. He was ſet up from ever, 
ug ting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was +." 

„au,, therefore, did the prophet Micah affirm, that 

lM" bis coing forth hath been of old, from everlaſting f.“ 


Her from the days of eternity. He is alſo an everlalt- 


"OY ing Father, who never dies, over whom death hath 
i no: dominion ; who never ceaſes to ſtand in this en- 
I bkering relation to all his children; and who never 
axes the m deſtitute of his paternal care, and com- 
brtable preſence. The happy number of his {ſpiritual 
peering are always mcreating : his family is con— 
mually en! aging: : in conſequence of which, race un- 
„o race ſhall praiſe his name, which ſhall be grateſully 
remerDered throughout all generations. From 
e cternity of Jeſus Chriſt as a Father, we joyfully 
Inter the perpetuity of his children. This agreeable. 
Cnchut ion we are taught by the prophet Habakkuk, 
nh not thou from everlaſting, O Lord my God, 
i£ holy One? we Hall not die . Thy ſpiritual 
wit rity ſhall continue for ever upon earth (we exult 
a the | rroſpe&t). * Inſtead of thy fathers ſhall be thy 
„children, whom thou mayeſt make princes in all the 
"earthy, The children of thy ſervants ſhall conti- 


it,” 58. + Prov. viii. 27 243 1 Micah v. 2. 
§ Plal. xlv. 16. 
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nue, and their ſ{ced ſhall be eſtabliſned before thee * * 
One generation thall ariſe after another, while the fun! 
and the moon endure: and when we retire from thi; 
world, if we belong to thy divine family, we (hal Y 
eternally live with God, in the enjoyment of ineflable b 
glory and felicity. The laſt title here aſcribed 1; MM ” 
Jeſus Chriſt, is, 6 

The * ge of peace. In both the Old and New , pr 
Teſtament: the Mz ah is frequently ſpoken of as 1 Ml 5; 


Prince, 2 name which juſtly belongs to him, on ac vr 
count of the royal majeſty i in wh! ch he is ii 3 d, i] act 
and the. fupreme dignity and authority to which mil 
be is exalted. - Under this deſcription he was an. Ml bes 


clently toretold by the prophet Ezekiel, in these! het 
words: the Lord will be their God, and my ſervant Ml 
David a prince among them +.” This prediction] 

relates nat to David, the Son of Jeſſe, but to Jetus] 
Chriſt, who is e e called by the name of r. ti 
patriarch, as will be evident by comparing the paſlage| 
cited, with Chap. xxxvii. 25. of the ſame prophecy, 
where God promiſes that his ſervant David fhall bel 
Prince of Iruecl for ever. The prophet Daniel ſpeas| 


of him in the character of Meſſiah. the Prince, and 


Pede. 
wile: 
acted 
bellic 


live h 


the Prince of God's people. In the New TeiſtamendM**! * 
he is called © the Prince of life t ;* the Prince of th elle 
kings of the earth, from whom all the potentates HH“ 
the world receive their crowns and their kingdoms, iratio 
by whole permiſſion they govern their ſubjects, and 
to whom they are accountable for the exerciſe of thei"! 
regal power. In this exalted character he ſhines vit“ 
unrivalled glory. Having aſcended his celcitial throne kla 

ind being crowned with glory and honour, he is pro - | 
claimed King ot Kings, and Lord of lords: inveſte ay; 


with the enfigns of Tovalty. and princely donumony 
he obtains the moſt wonderful conqueſts, he coulery 
the moſt liberal donations, he enacts the moit excel 
lent laws, and at laſt he will execute judgment upo 


* Plal. cu: 28. f: Ezek, xxxtv. 234. 4 Acts i. 15 
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al according to their works. In the words before 
us, this great Perſon is deſigned Prince of peace. As 
tie infallible Teacher of mankind, he preached peace 
them that were afar off, and to them that were 
4 as the great High- prieſt over the houſe of 
God, he obtained peace to his people, by the 
precious blood he ſhed upon the croſs: and as the 
gracious King of Zion, he creates peace, by the fruit 
of the lips; 1. e. by the miniſtry of the goſpel, he 
xtually beſtows this ineſtimable bleſſing upon his in- 
numerable happy ſubjects. Having obtained for his 
people the pardon of their fins, and grace to enable 
them to reſiſt its power, he grants them reconcilia- 
non with God, whom they had offended ; thus ter- 
, the deſtructive war that ſin had kindled be- 
en God and man. He gives them peace with their 
own conſciences, with which they were at variance; 
peace with one another, among whom diſcord had 
aiſen;z and peace with the whole creation, which 
ited in hoſtility toward man, who had riſen up in re- 
tellion againſt God. In few words, this comprehen- 
ive bleſling includes every thing neceſſary to the feli- 
tity and comfort of his people. Would you, my 
rehren, experience true bleſſedneſs? Submit your— 
ches to the mild government, and gentle admini- 
(ration of this peaceable Prince, and ler his righteous 
eee afford you ground of joy and triumph. Place 
ur happineſs not in the tranſitory, unſatisfying en- 
ments of this preſent world, but in the poſſeſſion 
vi tizat ſacred peace which the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
Wn; from heaven to negottate and eſtabliſh upon 
erin, whereby his glory, and the beſt intereſts of 
nen, are greatly advanced, Theſe are the peculiar 
Oe here athgned to the Mefliah, whole illul- 
Wis appearance is foretold. In every view in which 
i I cchibited, you behold conſummate excellence, 
Waſtoni thing grace, which open a er of fources, 
hon whence proceed the molt falutary inſtructions, 
Ws the moſt refreſhing contolations, 
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commenced ſoon aſter his reſurrection; and, fret 
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Of the increaſe of his government and peace 3 
there fhall be no end, upon the throne of David, b 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to eſta. | 
bliſh it with judgment and with juſtice, from! 
henceforth even for ever: the zeal of the Low MI, 


of hoiſts will perform this. ( 
In this verſe ſevcral remarkable properties of the go. f 
vernment of the Prince of peace are mentioned, wor- 
thy of particular attention. The vaſt amplitude, M ® 
and growing extent, of the Mefſiah's kingdom {firit MW 
requires to be conſidered. Its increaſing magnitude, MI ©. 
and progreſs toward maturity, is beautifully repreſent- N 
ed in the parable, wherein it is compared to a grain WM © 
of muſtard-ſeed, which, though one of the leaſt off 
leeds, ſoon becometh a large tree, ſo that the birds of! ihe 
the air lodge in the branches thereof. When the bes 
word of the kingdom was firſt ſown in Judea, by a ich 
few illiterate perſons, who had followed the means Dan 
elt employments, its appearance was contemptible, of tt 
and its influence ſeemed for ſome time 1mpercep- win 
tible. This ſmall feed, however, ſoon ſprung up; king 
through the bleſſing of God, increaſed exceedingly WW 
and ſpread through the whole world, bringing forth poye 
much fruit to the divine glory. Falling into the good Conte 
and honeſt heart, prepared for its reception, it quick K. 
def 


became conſpicuous for ſtrength, beauty, and fertiliy - 
fo that all nations reſorted under its ſhadow. Like goipel 


- 5 5 . . . they $ 
teaven mixed with meal, which communicates its in PE 
fiuence to the whole maſs, the word of the kingdom oy 

. * 8 2 . tl 
by its benign operation, diffuſed itſelf through ti My 
; WINE 


riſing government of the Son of God: it penctrate 
the heart; it enlightened the underſtanding; it warm 
ed the affections; it inſpired with like precious falt 
and obedience; and ſo aflimilated his ſubjects to on 
another, that they became one bread and one body 
whilſt, by an inviſible energy, it ſpread through! 
cities and nations. Ihe kingdom of Jeſus Chr 
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that memorable period, is continually advancing to- 
ard the perfection it ſhall attain at the conſumma- 
on of all things. By means of ſucceſſive great 
ents, in many reſpects ſimilar and connected with 
done another, it is enlarged and eſtabliſhed ; and, 
neretore, in ſcripture, they are called the coming of 
Chriſt's kingdom. The firit to which I refer, was, 
FM tc miniſtry of the apoſtles, by whom its foundations 
ore laid, and its intereſts highly advanced, among 
"MM the jews, the Samaritans, and the Gentiles, ſpoken of 
"WM tier this deſcription, Matth. xvi. 28. The ſecond 
erent happened under the reign of Conſtantine, when 


1 the Heathen Roman empire was overturned, and the 
WH church of God, delivered from perſecution, was per- 
in 


MW nitted to enjoy external tranquillity, mentioned in 
be 6xth chapter of the Revelation. The third ſhall 
be accompliſhed by the abolition of the power of An- 
chriſt, foretold in the ſeventh chapter of the book of 
Danicl. The fourth and laſt event, is, the appearance 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to the final judgment, which, 
with peculiar propriety, is called his coming in his 
kingdom, By each of theſe remarkable incidents, the 
government of Meſſiah is increaſed. The means em- 
ployed for this purpoſe, were, the miraculous powers 
conferred upon the firſt Chriſtians; the diftinguiſh- 
ed abilities of many converts to Chriſtianity; their 
nefatigable activity and zeal in propagating the 
roipel ; their eminent plety, and holy lives, whereby 
ter vindicated their profeſſion from the abſurd cavils 
ot their adverſaries: to which I mult add, the in- 
fncibie fortitude and patience, with which they ſuſ- 
tuned the moſt excruciating ſufferings. In this man- 
ner bath the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt been enlarged : 
ad being ailured that its increaſe ſhall have no end, we 
ok forward, with hope and joy, to that happy pe- 
nod, when the ſound of the goſpel ſhall be heard un- 
e the ends of the world; when it ſhall be again 
neached with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from hea- 
kn; when myſtical Baby'-0 ſhall fall, the Jews be 

| brought 
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brought in, with the fulneſs of the Gentile nations; lf 
when the power of godlineſs ſhall appear in the tem- 0 
1 


pers and lives of multitudes, the love of God and 
man, and the practice of righteouſneſs ſhall prevail! 
through all the earth. This proſperous condition of. 
Chriſt's Kingdom here below, thall be ſucceeded by a | ble 
far more glorious ſtate in heaven, when, having | (1a? 
reached its perfection, it ſhall flouriſh through im- 


mortal ages.—— Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly; WM * 
and fulfil all thy promiſes, advance thy kingdom of “, 
grace, and haſten the manifeſtation of thy kingdom Ml 
in glory, ——This prophecy likcwiſe gives the ſtrong. + 


eſt aſſurance, that | | : I 

Of the increaſe of is peace there ſhall be no end. . 
Peace, in the ſacred writings, oft-times denotes free. KEN 
dom from acts of hoſtility, and all manner of diſturb. MW” * 
ance, accompanied with the enjoyment of the moit W* 
agrecable tranquillity, inward ſerenity of mind, and bey 
outward quietneſs of condition. The apoſtle James, . *” 


[ 


inquiring into the cauſes from which wars and fight. "ew 
ings proceed, determines, without heſitation, that el al 
they ariſe from mens luſts, which war in their mem- * 
bers. Corrupt diſpoſitions are the cauſes of thoſe com- en! 
motions that ariſe in the mind, and of thoſe terrible 
convulſions by which kingdoms have been overturned, .““ 
and mankind diſtrefſed. Theſe are the Jonahs, that e 
raiſeth tlie {torm ; theſe are the Achans, that troubleth #3 
ſociety. Jo reſtore tranquillity to the mind, theſe run Nil 
aways from God muſt be thrown overboard ; theſe This 
troublers of Ifrael muſt be deſtroyed; then reſt and 1 5 
quietneſs will happily fucceed. To allay thoſe tu £ 85 
multuous paſſions whereby the minds of men arc ag. . 5 
tated, to remove the ſenſe of guilt with which they 4 50 
are diſtreſſed, to diſpel thoſe alarming fears of judy 3 

| ; 22 1 5. „end: 
ment by which they have been terrified, inc Prince 3 
of peace publiſhes the joyful tidings, that God's an = ave 
ver is turned away; that fin is expiated, reconcihi ut 


4 
7 5 1 


* * by * * . = 0 ' i 
tion is made for iniquity, and everlaſting rignteoul 
nels brought in, the eifect of which is quietizel> and 
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\ſurance for ever. This is the door by which peace, 
that paſſeth all underſtanding, enters into the heart: 
his is the way that leads into the kingdom of God; 
which conſiſteth in righteouſneſs and peace, and joy 
the Holy Ghoſt. With peace the Son of God 
plelſeth his people: he extendeth it to them in abun- 
dance, even as a river; he fpeaketh peace to them 
e calleth them to peace; he commandeth them to 
ive in peace; aſſuring them, that the God of love and 
»-ace ſhall be with them. He powertully reſtrains 
woe unruly paſſions which diſturb peace with God, 
ith their own conſciences, and with their brethren : 
W ©: knits together their hearts in the bond of love; he 
Wil: them with the fruits of the Spirit, and inclines 
them to live in unity and peace. This bleſſed temper 
b the diſtinguiſhing badge whereby they know one 
mother, and by which ſtrangers know to what ſociety 


: they belong : By this ſhall all men know that ye are 
ay viſciples,” faith Jeſus Chriſt, © if ye have love 


gone to another “.“ Jo engage them with the great- 
elt aſſiduity to cultivate this ſacred concord, the molt 
powertul arguments are laid before them. Great 
ten muſt be the peace of Meſſiah's ſubjects, as we fee 
nolt illuſtriouſly exemplified after his aſcenſion into 
ieaven, when thoſe who were formerly bitter enemies 
tb one another, were of one heart and one ſoul. So 
onfpicuous was the affection that reigned among 
Chriſtians in primitive times, that their enemies re- 
marked, that they loved one another. And though, 
Il latter times, it hath been ſaid, that Chriſtians have 
uit religion enough ro make them hate one another; 
ct this reproach ſhall ere long be wiped away, when 
de tpirit and power of godlineſs ſhall again happily 
revall, Nor thall the peace of Chriſt's kingdom have 
u end; for when it ſhall arrive at its full completion 

t heaven, all 1ts innumerable ſubjects ſhall for ever 
oy uninterrupted tranquillity in the higheſt perfec- 


John x11. 35. 


tion. 
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not out by the way. If you are the houſe of Chriſt, 
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tion. Vou who profeſs to be ſubjects of the Re. 
deemer, cheriſh, I beſeech you, concord and good q 
agreement among yourſelves, and beware of {trif. | 
and contention. You are brethren ; ſee that you fall 


in which he means to take up his reſidence, take heeq | 
that you ſet it not on fire by animolities and quar. 
rels. It he hath taken you from among the Gen. 
tiles, to be a people for his name, remember, that a 
divided, wrangling people can never be an honour to «i 


the Prince of peace. Let us next contemplate MI} 


the ſeat of his empire: | Wt 

Upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom. A pre 
throne is frequently attributed to the Son of God in Ml or 
ſcripture, from whence he difplays his glory, and at. ru 
tends to the ſupplications of his people. A kingdom lis 


is likewiſe aſcribed to him, over which he preſides, rig 
conſtituted of all who yield ſubjection to him as their gal 

Lord, toward whom he acts as their gracious Sve e 
reign. The throne and kingdom here meant, are unte 
not to be literally, but figuratively underſtood ; not e.! 
of thoſe once occupied by the ſon of Jeffe, which den 
were typical of the ſpiritual throne and kingdom o 'ici: 
Jeſus Chriſt that he erects in the hearts of his people b 
where he reigns by his power and grace, the glory ei: 
whereof is repreſented in the goſpel, and ſhall be cond ++: 
fummated at the laſt day. The throne and kingdom eng 
here intended, is diſtinguiſhed by the name of Davidgh er 
which is one of the names given to the Meffiab, oy bore, 


whom that renowned patriarch was an eminent typ; © 


David, the ſervant of the Lord, was anointed kuf rc 
over his people Ifrael, in ſeruſalem: Jeſus Chriſt, tn 7- - 
ſervant of Jehovah, was anointed, with the oil = 1 
Co 


gladneſs, king over the whole lirael of God, in t1 
New Jeruſalem. All the promiſes made to Dari 
were completely verified to Jeſus Chriſt, who, 4 
ſcending from him according to the fleſh, lited 
ly had right to the throne and kingdom of his 1 
ther. The throne and kingdom here ſpoken 


A begut 
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are not of this world; they are not of earthly origin, 
nor take their rife from human compact or agreement, 
but proceed entirely from God. They are not de- 
ſigned to promote earthly purpoſes, but for recover- 
W ins mankind from ignorance, error, and fin, and 
\ Wl cc-uniting them to God, as their rightful Sovereign, 
and chief good. They are ſupported not by worldly, 
but by ſpiritual means; by prayer, by manifeſtation 
of the truth, by {trength of evidence, by conviction 
of the ju Igment, and the conqueſt of the heart. Nor 
does the government of Jeſus Chriſt interfere with 
the intereſts of earthly kingdoms. - His doctrines and 
a precepts, far from beinghoftile to civil government, 
or freeing ſubjects of their allegiance to their lawtul 
rulers, incuicate obedience to their juſt commands : 
mW lis tidde to his throne is not incompatible with the 
rights pe carthly princes, nor his power with their le- 
ral authority over their ſubjects, whom he requires to 
render unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's. From all which 
ve learn, that the genuine ſubjects of Meſſiah's king- 
dom are, like their Maſter, not of this world *. In 
their temper and conduct they are not conformed to 
i. but transformed by the renewing of their minds. 
Their c condition, in this life, alſo is like that of their 
Lord; ior as he was, fo are they, in this world, 

rangers and pilgrims upon the earth, looking for an- 
oer and better country, that is an heavenly. -Once 
more, let us conſider the order, ſtability, and perpe- 
wiy of the kingdom of Jefus Chriſt, which are thus 
peed: : 

19 order it, and to efeablifh it with judgment, and 
ith {itice, from henceferth even for ever. The Son 
0 Cod, by w hom all things conti!t, hath nag 
(beautiful order in ſocicty, which becomes eithe 
lppy or miſerable according as that order is obſerved 
Enolated. In the new ercation, he hath reſtored 


* John xv. 19, 


3X that 
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that harmony and proportion which fin hath univer. | 
jally diſturbed among mankind. IIe reſtores to or. 
der the temple of the human heart, once remarkable 


| CHay, IF. 


for the exquiſitely fine diſpofition of all its faculties, WM © 

which regularly obſerved their oifices, and perform: A 

ed their various operations. He diſpoſes all his faith. WM © 

ful ſubjects to reſpect things according to the order WM © 

wherein he hath placed them, and to give them pre-!“ 

cedence in their affection and practice according to WM 

their intrinſic excellence and real utility. Hence, when | * 

acting under the influence of his inſtructions, they pre- ©* 

ter heaven to earth, a general to a particular good, a | 60 
| ſpiritual to a temporal, an Eternal to a preſent bene. 115 

| fit, they obey God rather than man, and fo aflor: . 
his laws that proper regard may be given to each} "a 

agrecable to its importance. He hath appointed a Ml 5© 

! comely ſubordination of condition and ſtation in his oft 

1 kingdom, aſhgning to every one his proper place and 15 

li duty, to which he directs them carefully to attend, 20 
ö requiring ſtrict regard to order in ſpending precious yo 

| time, in exerciſing diſcipline, in waiting upon his or. uy 

g dinances, and in directing our footſteps in his word. ö 15 

The ruin of nations and ſtates hath often or1ginatec il he 

from the diſorder and contuſion that hath aritei 4 

| among the people, which, in ſome inſtances, hays feb 

iﬀ terminared 1n their deſtruction; From this c:rcum$ . | 
| ſtance, in conjunction with others, the kingdom ol 1 ö 

| our Lord derives ſtability. Thus he continually adjuft on 

1 and orders all its concerns with conſummate wiſdon ag 

| and cquity. With judgment and juſtice. Theſe ty . 
| words are frequently joined together in ſcriptur "4g 

0 where they are uſed in di ifterent ſenfes, which 11 fat f 

1 not ſtay at preſent to point out. In the paſlage fl :..... 

1 tore us, judgment may denote a clear and accurat E 

| Knowle dge of what ought to be done; and bein Firn 

afcribed to a perſon clothed with ſupreme authoy,! Wy 

may farther include the trial and difcovery of the f 755 

ſtate of every matter coming under his cone i e 

Jullice may be intended to exprefs the ſubſequent ; Y Th 
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termination formed according to the perfect rule of 
equity, for the puniſhment of tranſgreflors, and the 
encouragement of patient continuance in well-doing. 
The deſtruction of ſtates and empires hath often pro- 
ceded from the neglect of the proper diſtribution of 
ultice, and the right exerciſe of judgment; whereas 
judgment and Juſtice are the grand pillars whereby 


our Lord's throne and kingdom are ſupported, and 


therefore they ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever.——The 
everlaſting duration of the government of the Son of 
God is expreſſed in theſe words: From henceforth and 
fr cover. The kingdoms oi this world, not like the 
kingdom of our Lord, continue only for a limited 
time: after they have attained the zenith of their 
glory, they ſoon begin to decline, and ere long are 
ot in the revolutions of time. Prior to the eſtabliſh- 
ment and wide extenſion of the government of Jeſus 
Chriſt, four great empires, beſide the nation of lirael, 
lucceſlively Houriſhed, decayed, and mouldered away: 
| mean the Babylonian, the Perſian, the Grecian, and 
the Roman. The principles which operated to their 
downfal and deſtruction were interwoven in their 
\ery conſtitution, and never ceaſed to act until they 
produced their ruinous effects. Not ſo the dominion 

of the Son of God, which is eſtabliſhed with judgment 
and juſtice, that ſhall perpetuate its duration through 
inmortal ages. His dominion is an everlaſting do- 
maion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his kingdom 
all not be deſtroyed, His throne is for ever, and 
men ſhall fear him as long as the ſun and moon en- 
wre, throughout all generations. Eternity adds a 
pccutiar luſtre to our Lord's government, and un- 
peakably advances the telicity of his ſubjects; and, 
Kren is once and again mentioned in this verſe— 
o it there hall be no end, and it thall be from henc-- 
forth and for ever. 

The zeal of the Lord ' of hoſes <ul at (4 m this. Zeal 
R Eins paſſion, in whic h —_ griel , and anger, 
ar untcd, It compreticuds ardent aflection and fo- 
licitous 


licitous concern for the welfare of its object, unfeign. 
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ed grief and ſorrow when it is oppoſed or injured, | 
accompanied with ſtrong expreſſions of diſpleaſure | 
and indignation againſt whatever might countera& | 
the deſign it hath in view to accompliſh.* Properly | 
ſpeaking, it is not any particular affection or difpoſi. | 
tion, but a quality of which every other grace ought | 
to be poſſeſſed, or rather an eſſential ingredient neceſ. Ml * c 
jfary to their vigorous exerciſe. In men it becomes WM * © 
laudable or culpable, and is approved or cenſured in a 
{cripture, according as it is well or ill directed, ter. WM fr 
minating upon proper or improper objects. When Wt 
attributed to God, as in the words we are conſider. W may 
ing, it may denote his infinite love and tender regard Nef: 
for the ſacred intereſts of his kingdom and glory, his W cou 
grief and juſt diſpleaſure awakened by every thing Wo! jo 
that might retard or oppoſe their eſtabliſhment, pro- Mn 
ſperity, and perpetuity. Apply this deſcription of 

zeal to the ſubject before us, and then we may ſup-M ©» 
pole this to be the import of the prophet's expreſſion, 
Ihe glory of God's great name, his faithfulneſs pledg- 


ed in his promiſes, and his ardent defire to advance M ln 
the happineſs of his people, ſecure the exact fulfilment end 
of the joyful predictions contained in this and the Hutu! 
preceding verſe. He who hath faid, will perform; ame. 
he who hath ſpoken, will make it good. He is the Au- 
Lord of hoſts, to whom the whole creation is ſubject, Me int 
who diſpoſes of all creatures and events according to'*1 : 
his pleaſure ; and, therefore, no obſtruction, no power WI !! 
however great, can poſſibly hinder the accompliſh-Wſ='c, 
ment of theſe glorious things which the Almighty! bod, 
hath ſoretold by his ſervant Iſaiah. May the zeal . _ 
of the Lord of hoſts to perform this that he hath ; 15 
promiſed, inſpire each of us with a warm and actizge nee 
zeal to promote the intereſts « the Redeemer's king 
dom, by the lively exerciſe of every good diſpoſition, Pike 
= MUNI 
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and the faithful periormance of every commanded 
duty, that, in this manner, we may become worker 
together with God. Let us cordially 1275 

elveg 
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ſelres to our eternal Sovereign, humbly ſubmitting 
our underſtandings to his truths, our wills to his 
las, our intereſts to his management, cheerfully 
WH conſecrating our whole lives to his ſervice and obe- 
WH dence. © © Lord our God, other lords beſides thee 
AM © have had dominion over us: but by thee only will 
ve make mention of thy name“. Ye are not your 


glorify God in your body, and in your fpirit, which 
gare God's f.“ To this end, may the living God, 
for the ſake of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, richly bleſs to 
as the truths which we have now heard, that they 
my bring forth in us, through the benign influence 
of the Holy Ghoſt, the fruits of holineſs and righ- 
couſneſs, that, in the hours of ſuffering and intervals 


1s 
o Wot joy, in life and death, we may derive from his go- 
o- Wicrument, ſtrength, and comfort, and bleſſing. Amen f. 


f | 
5 J The Lord ſent a word into Jacob, and 
n. Wi hath lighted upon Ltrael. 


In the third ſection of his difcourſe, which com- 
mences with theſe words, the prophet proceeds to ex- 
witulate with the Ephraimites reſpecting the various 
mes of which they were guilty, and to ſhew the 
equity and certainty of the puniuments threatened to 
te iallicted upon theſe accounts. The verſe now 
rad may be conſidered as introductory to this ſub- 
kt, in which that people are reminded of the ineſti- 
mable, diſtinguiſhing favour they had received from 
bod. The Lord ſent a word into Facov. Jo the poſte- 


+ . 0 „ 
Iſalah xxvi. 1 1 1 Cor. vi. 20. 
BY U o * . * 
The Author, in lecturing through this prophecy, diſcourſed 


eon than ordinary length on a number of paſlages, of which 
nge now finiſhed may be conſidered as a fpecimen. Judging it 
on, elan to alter the form in which theſe Lectures were delivered, 
e WP that the more copious Uuttration of ſome remarkable 
= a this facred book may be acceptable to the Reader, he 


. E. : : * 7 > . . ' 
fats 89 apology lor following out his original plan. 


rity 


©own; for ye are bought with a price: therefore 
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rity of that great patriarch, which {tl continued py 
to bear his name, God was graciouſly pleaſed to af. A 
ford the revclation of his will, which is ſometimes t 
emphatically called a word. Though it is compriſed 
in ſeveral books, and contains a law that is exceeding} ** 
broad, vet becauſe of the intimate connection and$ 105 
perfect harmony of all the parts of which it is com. 55 
poſed, and the unity of deſign that pervades the T3 
whole ſyſtem, it is ſpoken of as a word, from which 10 
no part can be taken away, and to which nothing can MW 
be added, unleſs its ſignification and uſefulneſs is either = 
much injured, or totally changed. For the precious e 
donation of this word, the highly favoured people to 2 
whom it was ſent, by the miniſtry of the prophets 
were invited to praiſe the Lord: Ile ſheweth hig . 
* word unto Jacob, his ſtatutes and his judgment in 
© unto Ifracl. He hath not dealt ſo with any nation; ent 
© and as for his judgments, they have not know fo 
© them. Praiſe ye the Lord *;* The word, of whic "0 
Iſaiah here ſpeaks, denotes, more particularly, the mel. i 
ſages delivered by his cotemporaries, Hoſea and Amos 3 
as well as thoſe which he himſelf publiſhed, by the Co 
command of God, to the Ephraimites, the poſterity: 60 
of Jaeob, in which awful judgments were denounced... | 
againſt them, on account of the highly aggravate whilſt 
tranſgreſſions they committed. In this limited fenl 3 
our prophet uſes the expreſſion, in the meſſage tha 3 
he ſent to king Hezckiah reſpecting Sennacherib WI: oy 
* This is the word that the Lord hath fpoken conan 
* cerning him . And, in the paſlage before us, Wi...” 
ſeems requiſite to explain it in the fame reltricte Pon 
menning, as being more eſpecially intended. TM 


Ard it hath lighted upon Iſracl. The words at 
metaphorical; and may allude to the 1 Þ Hall b 
{hooting an arrow, throwing a dart or other wy 
pon, with the deſign of hitting the . 1 ready 
aimed ai. Or the expreiion may reter to What ra 4. 


al. i 1h; 29; + Iſaiah zxxvil. 23. 
#1 27 
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pens when the huſbandman is employed in ſowing 
ain in the field; the corn falls upon the ground 


no which it is caſt, where, you know, it dies, 


"Wi is quickened, it ſprings up, and brings forth in 
litterent proportions. To whichſoever of theſe prac- 
es there is alluſion, the meaning of the afler. 
ion is the fame. The word that God ſent into Ja- 
„cd hath lighted upon Iſrael: it did not prove inef- 
eg dual; it reached the people to whom it was lent, 
md executed the purpoſes for which it was in- 
ended. Like the ſharp arrows of the mighty, it hit 
aud wounded thoſe at whom it was directed: it pene- 


ug ed their hearts, and excited ſtrong remorſe and 
(9 anguiſn of conſcience. Like the feea fown in the 
seid, it ſometimes fell upon thoſe who reſembled the 
1 ay-ſide, which remains hard and uncultivated; ſome- 


times it dropt upon thoſe who were obdurate and in- 
ſenſible, as the ſtony ground; at other times it 
lighted upon thorny ground, where it was foon 


honeſt heart, where it brought forch fruit with pa- 
tence. People of every deſcription experienced the 
ruth of this word, and beheld the juitice and veracity 
at God diſplayed in the accompliſhment of the pre- 


wullt the meflages ſent to them by the prophets, 
proved, by the event, that they were not falte 
warms, or vain threatenings. Though the Lord 
; long: luitering, and of great mercy, affording 
malgreſtors time to repent, that iniquity may not be 
their ruin, he will by no means clear the guilty, who 
do on in their treſpaſſes, and refuſe to improve the 
kaſon allowed them for returning to him. Upon 
ich the word of threatening ſhall light, and they 
Ill be puniſhed for their fins. This event is fo 
certain and determined, that it is ſpoken of as al- 
dy come to paſs, with reſpect to the people of 


ra oO 
" Ay 8 


9 And 


; 
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choked ; whilſt ſome of it fell into the good and 


lions to which Iſaiah refers in this declz ration, 


So oy eee 
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9 And all the people ſhall know, ew 
Ephraim -and the inhabitants of Samaria, tha 
ſay in the pride and ſtoutneſs of heart. 


The extenſive effects with which the word above 
mentioned was to be accompanied are here deſcrib4 
ed. The ſubjects of this prediction were, all the 
the people of Ephraim, and the inhabitants of Sama 
ria, the chief city of that kingdom, who, on this oc{ 
caſion, expreſſed very unbecoming ſentiments, in: 
haughty and obdurate temper of mind. "Theſe wert 
to be experimentally acquainted with the threatening 
denounced by the prophets, and to be thorough] 
convinced, by what they ſaw and felt, of their tri 
and certainty, For long time they would not belier( 
nor regard the ſolemn, repeated declarations publiſh 
ed by the ſervants of the Lord, nor endeavour t( 
comply with their deſign, by forſaking their evi 
ways; therefore ſhould they know, in the moſt ſen 
fible manner, that the word of God cannot {ail « 
being punctually tulfilled. In their language, th 
Ephraimites diſcovered pride and ſtoutneſo of heart 
and were determined, it ſeems, to act up to the fol 
lowing reſolution, which they expreſſed with mucl 
haughtineſs and inſolence: © The bricks are tall: 
< down, but we will build with hewn ſtones,” c. tons 
proud and ſtubborn diſpoſition ſeldom fails to dilſcoveOciicd 
itlelf in the geſture, the looks, the actions, and tay! 
ſpeech of thoſe who act under its pernicious inffuence m 
and never appears more abſurd and fooliſh than where 
it ſhews a vain conceit of their ſuppoſed advantage nb. 
connections, and proſpects, a wicked contempt 0 too. 
God, his promiſes, and threatenings, with a vole! brick 
oppoſition to his righteous diſpenſations. A ſtriking 'tre: 
proof of the truth of this obſervation lies before vs *bea, 
this verſe, taken in connection with what follows. WM vith 
Let the counſel of devout Hannah be acceptable Gt 
you, my friends: Talk no more ſo exceed 
proudly, let not arrogancy come out of your mou 
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for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him 
actions are weighed “.“ Beware of pride and ſtout- 
neſs of heart, from whence proceed the contentions 
hat ariſe in families, ' ſocieties, and nations, which 
e oiten attended with dangerous conſequences. Be 
» W:lvred that theſe diſpoſitions are odious to God, and 
certain ſource of bitter calamities to individuals and 
nations, and therefore ought to be carefully avoided. 


10 The bricks are fallen down, but we will 
hd with hewn ſtones: the ſycomores are cut 
town, but we will change hem into cedars. 


Theſe words expreſs the haughty and obſtinate re- 
dution formed by the people of Ephraim, notwith- 
landing the frequent admonitions they received from 
ie prophets of the Lord. To perceive the crimi- 
alty of this purpoſe, you muſt know, that the Al- 
ig hty had already teſtified his juſt diſpleaſure againſt | 
ta: nation for their ſins, by ſending againſt them the 


thin of Aſſyria, by whom they were greatly diſtreſſed, 
ir hat many of their houſes were demolithed and be⸗ 
fene ruinous. Inſtead, however, of being deeply 


nuch mdled tor their tranſgreſſions, which procured thoſe 
clating judgments, and learning the important 
ons of humility and ſubmiſſion, their pride was in- 
eiſcd, and their obſtinacy was confirmed. With 
awchtincls and obduracy of ſpirit, they uſed the un- 
comne language of this verſe, and thus betrayed 
ur conte -mpt of the meſſages that God had ſent 


tagen by his ſervants. The words are eaſy to he un- 
pt e nltoo, and require little expoſition. Houſes built 
role brick and ſycomore trees, which are not remarkable 


rilrength or durableneſs, are far from being io firm 
beautiful as thole built of hewn ſtones, and finiſi- 
with cedars. The determination of the HMraelites 
oy the latter in place of the former, plainly 
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intimates, that they were reſolved to uſe ſtronger and] 
better materials in building their houſes than formerlyf 
they had done. The walls, the roofs, and the finiſh- 
ing of the buildings they were hereafter to ere 
ſhould be compoſed of the beſt ſtone, and of theh 


ſtrongeſt and moſt durable timber. In this mann 
they explicitly declared their ſecret unbelief and opel 
contempt of the divine threatenings, according talli 
which they were ſoon to be deſtroyed by their ene „ 
mics. This circumſtance rendered their language , 
which in itſelf was inoffenfive, highly criminal, and 0 
expoſed them to the ſevere judgments denounced ii; 
the two following veries. Thus warned, let uf ;. 


not flatter ourſelves that we ſhaii eſcape threatencd 7 
calamities, if we proudly and obſtinately perſiſt MM « ; 
making light of the inſtructions we receive from God « | 
and act in direct contrariety to the admonitions thi « ( 
are given us. 4 


i vey 
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11 Therefore the Lord ſhall ſet up the ac 
verſaries of Rezin againſt him, and join his ent 
mies together. | 
12 The Syrians before, and the Philiſting 
behind, and they ſhall devour Iſrael with opg 
mouth, For all this his anger is not turn 


away, but his hand zs ſtretched out ſtill. * 

In theſe verſes the judgments are foretold that G 8 
was about to injli& upon Ifrael for the fin above 9 - N 
{cribec. A treaty of alliance now ſubſiſted betwd 10 a 
Ephraim and Syria, upon which the confident! 810 
pectation of the former was chiefly placed. The 0 75 f 
Vernor among the nations, however, admoniſhes t "xl 


people, that the very alliance with which they vi 
ſo highly pleaſed ſhould become the mean of their 
{truction. The adverſaries of Rezin, king of 8 
whom the Lord was to ſtir up againſt him, 
doubtleſs the Aſſyrians, who afterward motc d 


| 
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a, the chief city of Syria, carried the people away 
„ cptive, and rendered that kingdom a province of 
- ici empire. Thus Aſſyria, Syria, and the other 
„enemies of Ifrael, were to be united; and having 
joined their forces and arms, they were to attack 
Ephraim on different quarters. The event here 
foretold preſents to our view a ſtriking inſtance of the 
unity of human confidence, and the certainty of di- 
vine vengeance. Sinners may entertain deluſive hopes 
of ſafety from an arm of fleſh, but God will fruſtrate 
their expectations, and make them feel, that curſed 
s the man that truſteth in man, and whole heart 
departeth from the Lord. Put not your truſt in 
* princes, nor in the fon of man, in whom there 
{is no help. Happy is he that hath the God of 
Jacob for his help, whoſe hope is in the Lord his 
e 

The Syrians before, and the Phili iſtines behind, and 
ter ſhall devour Iſrael with open mouth. The Syrians, 
with whom the Ephraimites had been contederate, 
were to invade and aſſault them before, i. e. on the 
alt; whilſt the Philiſtines, the ancient, inveterate 
enemies of Iſrael, were to attack them at the ſame time 
behind, 7. e. on the weſt ſide. The hoſtile exertions 
of theſe nations were not to prove unſucceſsful : their 
amies, marching from oppoſite quarters, with unin- 
erupted good fortune, ſhould at laſt join and mingle 
together in the land which they meant to conquer. 
The conſequences ſhould be, as here predicted by our 
prophet, They fhall devour Iſrael with open mouth. 
lhe exprefſion ſeems to allude to wild beaſts, who 
gcecily fall upon their prey, and voraciouſly devour 
tin the manner here mentioned. Like them the 
enemies of Hracl were crucl, and fond of rapine: 
ley were licentious and lewd, violent and impe- 
lubus, „ and tyrannical in their treatment of 
wt who fell into their power. They were, in ſome 


* Plal cxIvi. 3. 5 


Specs 2 


$42 LECTURES ow Tit? Char. x. 5 


reſpects, to reſemble the nation of whom the prophet 
Joel thus ſpeaks: © A nation is come up upon my 
land, ſtrong and without number, whoſe teeth are 
the teeth off a lion, and he hath the cheek-teeth of a 
great lion “.“ Fierce and rapacious in their nature, 


they were to exerciſe the moſt wanton and ſavage 1 

cruelty upon thoſe who became their prey. Thus was 

the people of Ephraim to be puniſhed for their pride MI 

and obduracy. Accordingly after 'Tiglath-pilezer had MI 

vanquiſhed Syria, and incorporated the Syrians into MI 

his army, he invaded the kingdom of the ten tribes, | wy 
an 


and carried away the people captive to Aſſyria and 
Media +. It is very probable that about the ſame} 
time the Philiſtines diſcovered their old hatred of M 
Iſrael, by taking advantage of the diſtreſſes in which 


they were involved, invading and haraſſing them to the MI * 
utmoſt of their power. Whoſoever exalteth him- ”* 
ſelf ſhall be abaſed. This is one of the fundamental Fat 
maxims laid down by Jeſus Chriſt, according to ſry 
which he acts in the government of the world, and 0 
of the truth of which he preſents to view a remark-} les 
able inſtance in this prediction. The proud and in- alut 
folent language and conduct of Ephraim brought upon nue 
them the defolation here foretold, which loudly calls!“ 
on us to beware of pride, which is one of the certain ende 
preſages of deſtruction. 1 _ 
For all this his anger is not turned away, but bis: ” a 
hand is ſtretched out till, Theſe words occurred in ür 8 
Chap. v. 25. and are three times repeated in thiy fuel 
chapter, to ſhew that the diſpleaſure of God againitſ'"*< 
Ephraim was not to be averted by the execution off = 
the judgments predicted, provided their repentanc f 
and reformation did not interpoſe to prevent farthe . 
and greater calamities. The wrath of the. Almighty he al 
vas not yet pacified: the juſtice of God was not yy "Pi 
fatisficd : the enormous crimes of that ſtubborn peo = 1 
were not fully compenſated by the foretold di{trei1c i: ©: 
; 


* - Tocl i. 6. + See 2 Kings xvl. 7. 
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and miſeries, which were to be followed by others 
that were greater and more formidable. 


13 For the people turneth not unto him 
that ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the 
Lok of hoſts. . 


Inſenſibility and impenitence is another crime with 
which the Ephraimites are here charged. The om- 
nicient God clearly foreſaw, that notwithſtanding 
the above-mentioned calamities were to be inflicted, 
and his hand ſhould evidently appear {till to be ex- 
ended to chaſtize them with more ſevere judgments, 
ticy would not be attended with proper effects. He, 
therefore, informs them, by his ſervant the prophet, 
what would be the certain conſequences of their de- 
pravity and incorrigible diſpoſition. The God and 
Father of his people is here {ſpoken of under the de- 
ſcription of him that ſmiteth. Though perfectly good, 
ind taking no pleaſure in thoſe evils with which he 
ſes neceſſary to viſit the human race, yet for wiſe and 
alutary purpoſes he afflicts them. The manner in 
which he proceeds to this ſtrange work, as our pro- 
yzct afterward calls it, diſplays his benignity, his 
der compaſſion, and long-ſuttering. He begins by 
almoniihing of the danger of tranſgreſſion, which, if 
wot abandoned, leads on to irretrievable ruin. If his 
niructions are attended to, and produce their proper 
tweets, the end he hath in view being anſwered, he 
proceeds no farther in the character of reprover. If, 
lowever, his counſels are rejected, and his people 
continue to go on in their treſpaſſes, he remonſtrates 
vant their ingratitude, their folly, and wickedneſs, 
ad alarms them with awful threatenings. Should 
lieſe prove ineffectual, he corrects them with equity 
ad judgment; and if lighter chaſtiſements are de- 
fd, he more grievouſly afflicts with greater calami- 
e and thus acts in the character of him that ſmit- 
In the whole of this procedure, his deſign is 
o injure, but to do good to his people; not to 


deſtroy 
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deſtroy them, but their ſins; not to withdraw from 
them, but to draw them nearer to himſelf; not to 
conſume them, but to preſerve them from utter ruin, 
In ſmiting Ephraim, he reminded them of the juſt $ 
deſert of fin, whereby they had wickedly departed $ 
from him; and inculcated upon them the indiſpenſable 8 
neceſſity of repentance, and an immediate return to | 
him from whom they had deeply revolted.——Such 1 
being the gracious intention of God in afflicting that 
people, he juſtly expected they would have turned 
unto him, and ſought the Lord of hoſts. What 
an obſtinate, perverfe people muſt they have been, 
who, inſtead of turning to the Lord, and ſeeking him MI © 


earlu, in the time of their diſtreſs, held faſt their ini- P 


quities, and refuſed to let them go? Strongly attached 8 
to their vices, hardened through prejudices, vitiated by M * 
corrupt affections, deluded by falſe prophets, and àc- '® 
cuſtomed to wicked practices, in which they were con- 
firmed by con. mercè with neighbouring nations, they 
had become proof againſt the rebukes and chaſtiſe- ** 
ments of divine providence. Inſtructed as to they tha 
danger of deſpiſing the chaſtening of the Lord, re- . 
member, when you are ſmitten, ſpeedily to return * 
unto him who waiteth to be gracious, and carly td and 
ſeek him who allows none to ſeek him in vain. If 00 t 
all the afflictive diſpenſations with which you may be * 
viſited, ſeek the Lord. Acknowledge, with humilin *< 
and meeknels, the weight of the burden he hath hid * 
upon you: earneſtly requeſt him to ſhew you where 5 
fore he contendeth with you, to ſtrengthen you t( 5 
bear your diſtreſs with patience and ſubmiſſion, to re x 1 
move his ſtroke from you in good time, and to gral ne 
you to be rightly exerciſed under your afflictions . 
that they may yield thoſe peaceable fruits of righteou bo I 
neſs, which are by Jelus Chriſt to the praile an hot. 
glory of God. aer 

cut o 


14 Therefore the Lord will cut off fog 
Iſracl head and tail, branch and ruth in one « 
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15 The ancient and honourable, he ic the 
head : and the prophet that teacheth lies, he zs 
the tail. 


In theſe verſes the total overthrow of the kinodom 
of Ifrael is foretold, as the puniſhment merited by 
the neglect and contempt of God above mentioned.—- 
The prediction is delivered in a proverbial form, ex- 
preſſing the diſſolution of the whole body of the ſtate, 
and the deſtruction of all ranks and conditions of 
men among them, the two extremes of which are 
here ficuratively deſcribed. At the head of Iſrael ſtood 
the ancient and honourable among that people, the 
hr; and the rulers, the prieits and the pru- 
dent, with thoſe who occupied the moſt eminent ſta- 
tions, who were eſteemed the moſt reſpectable per- 
ſons in the nation, and poſſeſſed the greateſt influence 
in managing its affairs. Not only were theſe -le- 
mw to high rank to be cut oft, but thoſe alſo who 

ere mean and contemptible, ſuch as the prophet 
tt teacheth hes, who is the tail. Of all the people 
in the kingdom, he is the worſt and loweſt who 
baſely yields adulation to thoſe who are in power 
and that he may gain their favour, and acquire ſome 
ol the emolnments they have at their diſpoſal, pro- 
pheſtes falſchood, and ſpeaks deceit and lies. 
ine taddenneſs of this general devaſtation is ex- 
preſſed in theſe words: Branch and ruſh in one day. 
though the prophet does not ſay who were intended 
by the! e metaphorical deſcriptions, it is not difficult 
to know who were the perſons he had in view. In 
conlaſtency with his explanation of the other figura- 
ive texins, they may denote the ſtrong and the weak, 
tae old and the young, the great and the ſmall; thoſe 
Who were bended or moved with difficulty, and 
ole who were pliable and eaſily managed. All theſe 
uitcrent ſorts of people in Iſrael were to be ſuddenly 
cut off, chiefly by means of the ſword, in one day, in 
ery hort ſpace of time. — The accompliſhment 
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of this prophecy we read, 2 Kings xvii. 18. There. 
< fore the Lord was very angry with Iſrael, and re. 
moved them out of his fight : there was none left 
but the tribe of Judah only.” From theſe verſes | 
I ſhall make one obvious remark, worthy of your at. 
tention, and it is this: The puniſhment here fore. 
told proceeded from Jehovah, who is affirmed to be 
the Agent by whom it was inflicted. The prophet 
faith, The Lord will cut off from Iſrael, c. Though 1 
the Aftyrians, or other nations, might be the inſtru. | 
ments whom he employed upon this occaſion, the 
Lord declares it ſhould be his own work, by whole } 
counſel, power, and providence, it was to be per-. 
formed. It was the Almighty who ſcattered Iſracl, 1 
who ſent them into a far country, and who cut them 
off, Affliction ſprings not out of the duſt : like pro- , 
motion, it comes not from the eaſt, nor from the weſt, 5 
nor from the north, nor from the ſouth, but from yy 
God ; who, though his hand 1s often unobſerved, is } * 
introduced here, and in many other paſſages of ſcrip- } 4 
ture, as the Author from whom it proceeds. The | zr 
inſtruments by whom we are afflicted come imme- . 
diately under our view, and at them we are greatly | 
diſpleaſed: whereas if we looked above them, to the 


the 


and 


ſupreme hand of God, we would more ſuitably ac- "x 
knowledge, as we ought, that the Lord maketh peace, | fon 
and createth evil; that the Lord doth all theſe things; "as 
who is faithful in performing his threatenings, as well WF... 
as his promiſes, | wa 
16 For the leaders of this people cauie 7h 4M 
to err, and they that are led of them, are de- Hd 
ſtroyed. Fe 


| 10 (Or 

The juſtice of the predicted deſtruction of Ephraim . 

is here vindicated by the univerſal depravity of that en 
people. The leaders ſpoken of may comprehendi n 
two claſſes of men, both which poſſeſſed conſiderabſo i, 
fluence over the people; namely, thoſe who preſided 
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a the church, and thoſe who governed in the ſtate, 
The ſpiritual leaders were, the prophets, the prieſts, 
and the Levites, whoſe buſineſs was to inſtruct the 
people in the Knowledge of the law and worſhip of 
the true God, to point out the way wherein they 
vcht to walk, and the work they ought to do, and 
to go before them in the good ways of the Lord. 
The civil leaders were, the princes, the magiſtrates, 
ind chief men, who aſſumed the direction of tem- 
poral affairs, whoſe employment ought to have been 
o ſet before them, by their authority and good 
conduct, patterns of righteouſneſs and equity, of 
mercy and kindneſs, and every good work. In 
is manner each of theſe forts of leaders would 
aue proved ſubſtantial bleſſings to the community, 
nd Nas as uſeful in promoting their beſt intereſts. 
Such, however, was the corruption which pervaded 
all ranks i in Iſrael, that thoſe who occupied the moſt 
2 8 "rant (tations, are charged with perverting the 
deligus of their office, and cauſing the people to err. 
By neglecting the faithful diſcharge of the duties of 
their office, by imprudence, unſkilfulneſs, indolence, 
and voluptuouſneſs, inſtead of being guides, they be- 
came deſtroyers of the people. By their falſe doc- 
tines, and corrupt examples, they confounded the 
fential difference between moral good and evil, be- 
een ſpiritual and hypocritical worthip, and taught 
ite pzople to put darkneſs for light, and light for 
arknels, They led them aſtray from the paths of 
nyhtcoulneſs into the ways of error and ſin: they 
ade void the commandments of God by traditions, 
de- Pan expoſitions, both with reſpect to their mean- 
ug and extent. They employed their authority not 
w correct prevailing errors and vices, and to reform 
ite people ; but, by their malignant influence, led 
nem into the moſt criminal practices, eſtabliſhing 
Mouity as 1t were by a law. What could be expect. 
& but the e which actual tollowed 
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from which they (hall not elcape. Thus, as the wiſe 
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And they that are led of them are deſtroyed. Thoſe 1 


who acted according to the wrong direction of their 
leaders, and followed their bad example, are the I 
perſons here ſpoken of. When treating of Chap. 
111. 12. Iremarked, that the Hebrew word there uled, 
and hate tranſlated leaders, and thoſe that are led if | 
them, ſignifies, as in the margent of ſome of your ] 
Bibles, they that call them blefled, and they that are 
called blefled of them. Indeed ood leaders, who pre. j 
ſide over the people either in church or ſtate, who ac MF : 
with uprightnels and fidelity, are eminent bleſlings oY { 
the community, and effectually promote their we. i 
fare and felicity. On the contrary, leaders who MW n 
cauſe them to err, whilit they ſooth men in their e 
ranſgreſſions, act toward them as it they were in MW \\ 
a blelled condition; and they who are called bleii- MF ir 
ed of them, aſſured that they are in the right way, MW ac 
and comforted with the ple aling proſpect of com- the 
plete happineſs, inſtead of reaching the bliſs theyM hi 
expect, are deſtroyed, fwallowed up in utter ruin, 


man ſaith, © The perverſeneſs of tranſgreff ors deſtroy- 
eth them * whilſt thoſe who are the inſtruments 
of perverting them, deſtroy their own fouls. It mult 
be ſo, according to the maxim of Jeſus Chriſt, © It the 
© blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall into the dich +, 


Attend then, my friends, to the counſel of Solomon exp 
© Ceaſe to hear the inſtruction that cauſeth to er able 
from the words of knowledge f.“ Hearken to tha fler. 
caution given by the apoſtle Peter, in theſe words lect; 
e therefore, eloved, ſeeing ye know theſe thing bow: 
before, beware leſt ye alſo being led away with th 1 
error of the wicked, fall from your OWN ſtedtaſi ee 
« neſs. But grow in grace, and in the knowlecg Wi de 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrit ||.” 3 
| | Procec 

* Prov. Xi. 3. T NMatth, xv, I 4: 1 Prov. xix. 21 Clam 

2 Peter ili. 17, 18. s 
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17 Therefore the Lord ſhall have no joy in 
their young men, neither ſhall have mercy on 
their fatherleſs 2 widows : for every one 7s an 
hypocrtt e, and an evil doer, and every mouth 

0 b caketh fol y : For all this his anger is not turn- 
0 away, but his hand zs ftretche 4 out fall, 


Tis pumſhment merited by the crimes above men- 
tened is here threatened to be inflicted, and more rea- 
ns are ſubjoined to jultify the divine procedure. 
Toung men are of all others the molt deſirable, the 
moſt vigorous and robuſt, the glory of their fathers, 
aud the hope of the nation to whom they belong. 
When pofſeſſed of thole excellent diſpoſitions which 
are ſuited to their character and circumſtances, they 
acquire real d e they become the objects of 
the divine regard, and God is pleaſed to repreſent 
himſelf as rejoicing in their proſperity. By this pre- 
diction the ſcene was to be reverſed « God would 
have no joy in thoſe who had grievouſly provoked 
lim by their fins, and who, with people of every fort 
in {ſrael, were to be the objects of his righteous ven- 
geance. Neither ſhall have mercy on their father- 
l/s and widows. Of all perions the fatherleſs and 
vicows are the moſt deſtitute and helpleſs, peculiarly 

expoſed to injuries of various kinds, and often un- 
ble to procure the redreſs of their grievances ; and, 

"AY berefore, the Moſt High over all the earth bath 
rds declared himſelf their Guardian and Protector. Such, 
ing forever, was the incorrigible obſtinacy and pride of 
the ds people e, that he would not have mercy cven on 
kalt tho whom he commonly treated with the greateſt 
edge endernels and reſpect. He declares that he would 
0 extend to them that favour and compation, that 


Nr 


potion and fafety, that exemption from general 


x. amitics, which, on ſome occaſions, perſons of thele 
A crIÞtions had enjoyed. To them he would not be 
ms cla, as he ſhewed himſelf to righteous Lot, 


dont he delivered from impending deſtruction. Few 
or 
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or no exceptions were to be made, of the weakeſt, tho e 
tendereſt, and moſt helpleſs among the people: all Wl & 
were to ſhare in the common deſolation, and to parti. ir 
cipate in thoſe ſevere judgments in which the nation do 
at large was to be involved. Both theſe expreſſions al 
ſerve to ſhew the univerſal extent of the puniſhment em 
threatened againſt Ephraim, which was executed by Wl tic 
Tiglath-pilezer, whom God employed for this pur. WM anc 
pole. | | | = 

For every one is a hypocrite. This expreſſion muſt W pic: 
be underſtood not in its ſtricteſt ſenſe, but with fome Wl it 
limitation, as ſimilar phraſes muſt often be interpret. thc 
ed in {cripture. It plainly denotes, that though there Wl 5-1 
were ſome upright people in Iſrael, yet hypocriſy was le 
among them an abounding and reigning iniquity. In W' of 
this manner alſo we explain the words of the apoſtle men 
Paul, who fays, All feek their own, not the things Wii; 
that are Jeſus Chritt's *.? This he aſſirms was the Nn a 
general practice; and thoſe who were exceptions to Hat 
this remark were very few, and in ſome meaſure in- W inte 
fected with the prevailing fin of the times. A hypo- Wirelu 


crite aſſumes a character of which he is not poſſeſſed, ten 
and to which he hath no juit pretenſions: he endea- WF ior w 
vours to conceal what he is, and to appear what he is Wthira 
not. In external conduct he ſeems to be religious; wong 
in his inward diſpoſitions he is like a ſepulchre, ful! Hate 
of putrefaction and rottenneſs. He profeſſeth to know Wii: pr 
God, but in works denies him, being abominable and ton. 
diſobedient, and to every good work reprobate. With WM ondu, 
a double mind, and deceived heart, he acts a feigned bing, 


part in the ſervice of God; and, under the cloak of Wncckn 


pretended zeal for the Lord, he artfully conceals his e 12: 
enmity to thoſe very duties of which he maintains the H- 
external form. After the hypocrite, is mentioned WWF/r:ch, 
the evil-doer. I ſuppoſe the character is deſcriptive ed 
of thoſe who profefledly and induſtriouſly do all man- eO. 
ner of evil againſt God and man. Indeed one act oi rate 


+ Philip, ii. 21. 
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eril- doing is ſufficient to incur this character, and 
the puniſhment annexed to it, as exemplified in the 
art tranſgreſſion of angels and of man. The evil- 
doer here intended, is he that doth every kind of 
«il, who purſues it with avidity as his employment, 


em bracing every opportunity to engage in this prac- 


ice, in open contempt of the ſacred authority of God, 
nd his own beſt intereſts. 
un every mouth ſpeakeih folly. The common to- 
W nc of their converſation were fooliſh and villanous, 
1; the Hebrew word denotes; and the diſcuſſion of 
the ſubjects of which they diſcourſed, ſerved only to 
rolls the minds of the hearers with levity and folly. 
hey verified the proverb which faith, * The mouth 
er fools feedeth on fooliſhnels *,” which proved 10 
en a moſt delicious morlel. Perſons of this de- 
ſcription treat the moſt ſerious and important ſubjects 
n a frivolous, ludicrous manner, and reliſh moſt 
that kind of talk wherein ſacred things are {0 repre- 
knted as to excite profane mirth and jollity. They 
reſume to ſpeak. of things of which they are incom- 
petent judges, underſtanding neither what they ſay, 
lor whereot they aſſirm. Such were the prevailing 
characters, and ſuch were the ſinful practices a- 
nong the people, whom God threatens to cut off. 
lake heed, then, and beware of hypocrify : avoid 
liz practice of evil-doing, and ſhun fooliſh converſa- 
lion, Aim at uprightneſs of heart, and lincerity in 


long, and let your converſation be managed with 
neckneſs of wiſdom. The awful words with which 
he 12th verſe was concluded are again repeated : For 

il this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is 
a out A1. Ihe execution of the judgments 
iready threatened, were not ſufficient to diſplay the 
whtcous diſpleaſure of the Almighty againſt the ag- 
ated tranſgreſſions of a ſinful people. His anger 


* Prov. xv. 14. 
Wis 


onduct: endeavour after patient continuance in well- 
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was not to be averted from them, when they had ſuſ 5 : 
tained the predicted calamities; but was to wax hot. 0 
ter, on account of their fruſtrating, by impenitence, 5 
the gracious deſign of his judgments, which were in. 1 
tended to lead them to repentance. Therefore his 5 
mighty arm, which ſtretched out the heavens, and * 
ſhaketh the foundations of the world, continued {ti!lf 0 
to be lifted up: his incenſed juſtice, and his untaint4 C 
ed holineſs, called for vengeance upon thoſe who * 
had offered the moſt daring affronts to the honour 0 f oe 
his government, and poured contempt upon his aud 7 
thority and admonitions. i 
18 J For wickedneſs burneth as the fre: it S 
ſhall devour the briers and thorns, and thal,., 
kindle in the thickets of the foreit, and they 18 
ſhall mount up like the lifting up of ſmoke. ule 
The third article in the charge brought againſt tl Ma 
Fphraimites, is, wickedneſs and profligacy of man 1 
ners, which had arrived at a great height, and threat he 
enced to conſume them. The wickedneſs ſpoken... . 
of, may denote the moſt Hlagrant crimes, and pq 
ſumptuous tranſgreſſions, procceding from pride ang 
obduracy of heart, and committed with a high hang. . 
in open defiance of the authority and diſpleaſure ot tl N 
Moſt High. Of this wickedneſs there are dive = 
forts, each of which may be diſtinguiſhed by the 0 bo. 


jects on which it terminates. When immediately dad“ 
rected againſt God, it is diſcovered by an abſurd co 10 
tempt of his providences and ordinances, his con 
mandments, promiſes, and threatenings, and a vi; ad. 
lent oppoſition to the intereſts of his kingdom 2: fall n. 
glory. When its operations are aimed again - ad pe 
it is perpetrated by haraſſing, opprefting, and peri rough 


cuting thoſe who are entitled to acts of juſtice, ben ure 


1 1 91 C Ca a Ir 1 » 
ficence, and charity, and by diſturbing the ge i In 
good order of human ſociety. When it chief bel. 


* be 3 2 * yy 
ſpects the perſons themſelves by whom it 15 _ 
| 11:08 
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nolt daring iniquities are committed, forbidden by 
the law of nature, the law of nations, and the law of 
Cod, in order to gratity their ungovernable deſires, 
ad to promote their intereſt, honour, or pleaſure. 
lou wiſh to know more particularly wherein WIC 
Wl {ines conſiſts, I refer you to a long liſt of crimes 
f comprehended under this deſcription, mentioned by 
Ide apoſtle Paul as works of the fleſh, Gal. v. 19, 
Ml :-, 21. There you will find, idolatry, adultery, 
0 murder, drunkenneſs, ſedition, Ariſe, and ſuch like. 
"off 07 wickegnels it is affirmed, 

ul |: burnetb as the fire, which conſumeth all the com- 
I {ible materials that are within its reach. The fire 
of wickedneſs is kindled in the heart of man, which, 
cording to the apoſtle James, is ſet on fire of hell, 
ad indameth the courſe of nature, blazing forth 
nn the life and converfation. Such a fire it is, that, 
unleſs the fewel is withdrawn that feeds it, and it be 
imcouſly extinguiſhed by ſomewhat of an oppoſite 
quality, it will conſume the perion in whom it burns, 
vich all his property. The amiable endowments of 
which he is poſſeſſed, the good diſpoſitions and laud- 
ible defires with which his mind were furniſhed, will 


"OY all a ſacrifice to its rage. It will enfeeble the un- 
ay lerltanding; it will harden the conſcience, deprave 
wm | ths heart, hurt the memory, weaken the ſenſes, de- 
th 


lilac the whole frame; ; It will entirely eat away 
pace of mind, and lead on to contention, confu- 
lon, and every evil work. It will devour the ſtrength 
ad vigour of the body, bring on untimely old age, 
ad ſhorten the now {fort life of man. 1: will con- 
me his honour and reputation, and leave behind 
It indelible marks of diigrace and reproach, that 
hall not be wiped away. Tt will burn up his riches 
ad po flellions; for by means of it a man is often 
hought to a piece of tread, and a nation involved 
n emed able deſtruction. Can a man take fire 
It his boſom, and not be burnt? No perſon will be 
þ fool-hardy as to make t he ex eriment with mate- 


rial 


Crap, W. 
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rial fire. Why then will you take wickedneſs into g 
your boſoms, which burneth like fire, which kindleth 
the wrath of God, and brings down terrible cala. 
mities upon individuals and ſocieties? Ah! my bre- 
thren, this fire is already kindled among us; it ſeem; MI . 
to burn with increaſing vehemence, and to bear a 


the Lord God:.“ The ſharpneſs of their woral 


1 Tim. Li, 11 ＋ Ib. I Ezek. xwIIIi. 24. 3 


threatening aſpect. I would have you immediately do fe 
what lies in your power, in dependence upon God, WII .;: 
to ſtop its progreſs, and to allay, if you cannot e. J be 
tinguiſh, its flames. Avoid the appearance of evil, f 5 
and follow after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, fait , hs 
© love, patience, meekneſs *. | = :.. 
It ſhall devour the bricrs and thorns. You know WM n 
briers and thorns too well to require any deſcription oi :,.. 
them: they are mentioned here, as in other paſſages MI 1... 
of ſcripture, in a figurative ſenſe, denoting the « ,; 
wicked and ungodly, to whom they bear an inſtruc- eu 
tive reſemblance. Unleſs for making a fence around! ok 
your fields, briers and thorns are worthleſs and un4 4 
profitable. The heart of the wicked, faith Solomon, Bey 
is little worth, though by far the moſt valuable par 50% 
of the man: when inflamed by wickedneſs, it is of nol {1 ; 
real worth or value. His lands, his poſſeſſions, b is bers, 
clothes, and jewels, may amount to a conſiderabia j.;1.- 
ſum; but his heart, which ſhould be eſteemed be oer 
yond them all, 1s worth nothing. In the words of uv mon 
right Job, They are viler than the earth +." Likd may b 
briers and thorns, the wicked are hurtful and dani dat + 
gerous. On this account the wicked inhabitants oi 1h... 
Canaan, who remained among the IIraelites, wc: ti; or 
foretold * to be pricks in their eyes, and thorns iii v1. ; 
« their ſides. In alluſion to this circumſtance, Go md co 
promates by the prophet Ezekiel, There thal! boy " 
more 2 pricking brier unto the houſe of Iſracl, nq Prevail 
any grieving thorn of all that are round abou: thei Fn 
that deſpiſed them, and they thall know tha TY boulck 
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and their proneneſs to catch hold of men and injure 
them, fully vindicate the figurative language before us, 
t1.ugh we could trace no other reſemblance. It de- 
IF {rvcs, however, farther to be remarked, that briefs 
i thorns never change their nature, though they 
way be cultivated with the greateſt care, and their 
ation altered. In like manner, wicked men, 
WM vhcrever they are placed, in the city or in the coun- 
us, in the court or in the church, ſtill retain their 
»WM wickedneſs, and diſcover the depravity of their na- 
„tire. Once more, as thorns and briers ſerve for 
IM {cl to the fire, ſo our Lord hath inſtructed us, that 
doe who abide not in him, ſhall be cait forth as 
branches, and thrown into the fire, where they are 
rat. The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
lf all the nations that forget God *.” Thus the fire 
cM © wickedneſs ſhall devour thoſe who are figuratively 
wy poken of as briers and thorns. 
- 4:4 ſball kindle in the thickets of the foreſt, and 
they ſhall mount up like the lifting up of ſmoke. The 
people of Ephraim are here repreſented by the beauti- 
ful figure of a foreſt, on account of their vaſt num- 
bers, "and great variety of conditions, ſome of them 
being elevated to diſtinguiſhed eminence, whilſt 
ohers were leſs conſpicuous, and loſt as it were 
among the multitude. By the thickets of the foreſt, 
may be meant the molt populous parts of the kingdom, 
that abounded with inhabitants of every deſcription. 
there probably the fire of wickedneſs had burnt with 
ae greateſt vehemence, and there its direful effects 
were to be felt in the higheſt degree. The 1dolatry 
ad coutempt of the word of the Lord, the rapine and 
opreiion, and fimilar complicated crimes, which 
prevailed among all ranks of men, ſhould kindle 
anong them a prodigious fame, from which ſmoke 
c wile that might be ſeen far and near. The 
rhein {ccims intended to extubit an affecting re- 


Rall n. 17: 
„ preſentation 
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preſentation of the diſpleaſure of almighty God, the þ 


g 

general devaſtation which ſhould be made among the Q 
people, and the conſequent darkneſs that was theore-. 
upon to enſue.——l conclude this article with the MM li 
words of the apoſtle Paul, writing to the churches of 1 
Galatia: If ye bite and devour one another, take Ml it 


* heed that ye be not conſumed one of another. pl 
* This I ſay then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye ſhall not le 
* fulfil the luſts of the fleſh *.” 3 


19 Through the wrath of the Lord of hoſts F 
is the land darkened, and the people ſhall be as 
the fewel of the fire: no man ſhall ſpare his 
brother. | ö 


The puniſhment which was ſoon to follow the ou 
wickedneſs committed by the people of Ephraim is po 
here denounced. —— Wrath is nor a paſſion in God as Wl 
in man; who is thereby greatly agitated, and apt to WI {#1 
act improperly, through the influence of the emotions Lore 
which he feels: it only denotes, that whilſt the Moſt kd 
High poſſeſſeth the moſt perfect ſerenity, in his dil- WM nl 
penſations toward men, he, in ſome meaſure, acts WI ca 
like a perſon highly diſpleaſed with the inſults he frye 
hath received from thoſe who ought to have honour- WY"), t 
ed and obeyed him. On this account, and in accom-J fance 
modation to the weakneſs of our capacities, wrath is lyhte 


often aſcribed to God in ſcripture, and particularly inf Evel 
this verſe, ſignifying the awful effects of the divine [Pare , 
righteouſneſs and juſtice, when employed in vindi- Create 
cating the glory of his name, and the honour of his = 
government; in diſplaying his indignation againſt g , 
ſin, and puniſhing tranſgreſſors. By the abounding "tin 
wickedneſs of Ephraim, and the terrible effects of they”: co: 
divine diſpleaſure manifeſted againſt them, the light p par 
they formerly enjoyed was to be greatly obſcured i * 
their minds darkened through ignorance, prejudice, e n 


Gal. v. 15, 16. 
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and vice; and their land to become a dreadful ſcene 
of calamity and diſtreſs, in which the inhabitants 
were to be involved. In the prophetic writings, 
2M light is often uſed in a metaphorical ſenſe, to denote 
a proſperous condition; and darkneſs, to ſet forth a 
kate of affliction and miſery. Accordingly the pro- 
bbet Joel thus deſcribes the day of the Lord, which 
be declared was nigh at hand: © A day of darkneſs 
* and of gloominefs, a day of clouds and of thick 
* darkneſs “.“ In this figurative ſenſe, I apprehend, 
the darkneſs ſpoken of in this paſſage is to be under- 


bod, ſignifying the great adverſity, trouble, and 
_ WY verplexity, with which the land of the ten tribes 
" WH ould be filled. 

Aud the people ſhall be as the ferwel of the fire.” Fewel, 
- Wl jou know, is the combuſtible materials which are laid 
+ Wl upon the fire to keep it burning, whilſt at the ſame 
» WM time they are conſumed. The wicked and ungodly 
o phraimites were to be as fewel to the wrath of the 
Lord of hoſts, which they were the inſtruments of 
t kindling and increaſing: they were thereby to be 
L. WH conſumed and deſtroyed. In the execution of this 
s ircatening, the law of retaliation was ſtrictly ob- 


krred, According to the rules of juſtice and equi- 
V the ſubjects of this prediction, who, in open de- 
fance of the authority and judgments of God, had 
lighted up the fire of wickedneſs, ſhould be made 


in WM ive! to the fire of divine wrath. No man ſhall 
ne re bis brother. One gracious deſign of the great 
di- \icator in connecting mankind together, by the in- 
nis nate relation of brethren and friends, ſeems to have 

been, to induce them to aſſiſt and relieve each other 
no MW tines of danger and diſtreſs. How deplorable then 
hee condition of the Ephraimites, when no man was 
ri” pare his brother; when thoſe who were nearly 
d ed, and ought to have helped each other, laying 


We natural affection, to gratify their hatred, re- 


* Joel Th 20 
venge, 
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venge, and other malevolent paſſions, ſacrificed thei; 
brother to their malice and rage! Permit me, 
from this ſubject, to inculcate brotherly kindneſs up. 
on you, my friends. Be not like the men of Ephraim: 
{pare your brother; not only thoſe to whom you are 
related, and with whom you live in ſociety, but all 
thoſe with whom you are partakers of the ſame hu. MM : 
man nature. Spare your brother: {pare his repu:z. MI : 
tion, his liberty and property, and lend him your | 
friendly aid as his neceſſities require. Be kindly af 

c 


7 
TRY 


fectionate one to another, in honour preferring one © 
another. If this is not a natural inference, it is a fa. tt 
lutary advice. | _ 
20 And he ſhall ſnatch on the right hand I 
and be hungry; and he ſhall eat on the le! I. 
hand, and they ſhall not be ſatisfied : thei = 
{hall cat every man the fleſh of his own arm. = 
; | 1 

In this and the following verſe, the ſubject whichW na 
was introduced in the preceding one is continued an cr 
illuſtrated. For this purpoſe, the prophet gives bee 
figurative deſcription of the famiſhing condition . de 
which the people of Ephraim ſhould be reduced H d 


the horrors of war. Diſtreſſed with want of the 1 is 
ceſſaries of life, every one ſhould greedily graſp offfÞ ': 
the right hand at ſuch proviſions as he could lay ho ue 


on, to be the means of his ſupport. - Having don i 
this, ſtill he was to remain hungry, deſtitute of v tc 
was ſufficient to allay the cravings of nature.—— 1 1 
he ſhall eat on the left hand. His urgent neceſſtii ie 
not being ſupplied, he ſhould devour with eagern they 
whatever food he could get from any quarter, on i o 
left as well as the right hand. Notwithſtanding I | bay 
repeated efforts, they ſhall not be ſatisfied. This dl thatt 


Your 
and ! 


greeable circumſtance may be conſidered both as tn 
fin and their puniſhment. Their deſires were infatiab 
and the conſequence was, that the deſires which ta 


telt could not be gratified. The * (48 
Solomq 
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Solomon) eateth to the ſatisfying of his ſoul *.” 
Though ſometimes they may not have enough to 
fll their appetite, they are content with what divine 
providence hath allotted them, and bleſs God for what 
mthey enjoy. Whereas © the belly of the wicked ſhall 
1 © want :? his defire {hall not be ſatisſied; nor the 
„rneceſſities of which he complaineth relieved, ſo as to 
MJ or lim contentment. If you would eat and be 
rk ſatistied with the meek of the earth, look upon the pro- 
{WM 110: you receive as the gift of a kind Father, as pro- 
ge crred for you by the mediation of your Saviour, as 
dc happy effect of your honeſt induſtry, and be folici- 
bas to enjoy with it the divine favour and bleſſing. 
They hall eat every man the fleſh of his own arm. 
| ſuppole theſe words are not to be literally explained. 
To underitand their meaning, you mult recollect, that = 
: nation is ſometimes ſpoken of as a perſon conſtituted 1 
a a ſoul, and the various parts of a human body. 
Ihe ſpirit by which the nation is actuated, and the 
maxims by which their conduct is governed, is to be 
conſidered as the foul, and the people at large as the 
ody. In this political body there are thoſe who act 
tne part of the arms, by whom its ſtrength is exerted, | 1 
and its ſafety preſerved. On this principle [ explain # 
this prediction, they ſhall eat every man the fleſh of It 
his own arm. Every one almoit was to be employed i 
in cruelly haraſſing and devouring thoſe whoſe buſi- 
its it was to ſupport and defend the intereſts of the 
mation. Unmindful of the laws of nature, the ties of 
mendihip and gratitude, they would vex and deſtroy 
ole uſeful members of the community with whom + 
they were nearly connected, and to whom they were 4 
obliged for their efforts in their behalf. This expoſition | 
hre adopted, that you might not injuriouſly imagine | 
that the Ephraimites were men-eaters, and actually de- il 
voured their own fleſh in time of ſcarcity and famine ; MM. 
and I doubt not but I have given you the true in- | 


Prov. Xii, 23. 4 
ter pretation 


reer ** 
- 


* 


terpretation of the prophecy. 
ror of the Lord, diſplayed in the terrible judgments | 
he hath executed, we perſuade you to remember! 
what God hath threatened to inflict upon tranſ. 
greſſors, as well as to believe what he bath promiſed | 
to beſtow upon the faithful. Meditation upon the 
treaſures of his wrath is no leſs neceſſary and uſeful | 


— — — —: — — 
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by 


than the contemplation of the riches of his mercy 
and grace. 


he can do againit you, and take away from you. 


21 Manaſſeh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Ma- 
naſſeh: and they together hall be againſt Judah: | 
For all this his anger is not turned away, but | 


his hand d ſtretched out till. 


Theſe words foretel the diſcord and confuſion } 


which was to be every where conſpicuous among the 
polterity of Abraham at the time to which this predic- 
tion refers ———Manafſeh, you know, was the name 
that the patriarch Joſeph gave to his eldeſt ſon, and 
Ephraim was the name he gave to the younger; up- 
on whom, before his death, he laid his right hand, 
and thereby gave him precedence to Manafleh. Theſe 


names were afterward given to two of the tribes ot | 
Iſrael, whoſe poſſeſſions lay contiguous to each other; 


and whoſe numbers were very conſiderable, when the 
ſum was taken of all the congregation of Iſrael, from 
twenty years old and upward, 
naſſeh were found above thirty-two thouſand, and in 
Ephraim more than forty thouſand, Between theſe 


two neighbouring tribes, and between them and their 
brethren in Judah, there were to ariſe thoſe dangerous | 


animoſities, and that bitter contention and {trite, 


which are a great calamity, and a great curſe. Ac- 
cording to the maxim of Jeſus Chriſt, the greatelt 
and moſt powerful kingdoms when divided againit I 


themſelves cannot ſtand. Read with attention the 
| aphoriſm J 


Cray, IX. 


Knowing the ter. | 


Seriouſly conſider, then, not only what ; 
God can do for you, and beſtow upon you, but what | 


In the tribe of Ma- 
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whoriſm itſelf, recorded Mark in. 24. If a kingdom 
abe divided againſt itſelf, that kingdom cannot ſtand.” 
Union gives {trength and firmneſs to thoſe ſocieties 
which, viewed individually, are but weak in them- 
elves : it communicates order and ſtability to things 
wich, ſeparately conſidered, are deſtitute of theſe 
advantages: it eſtabliſhes harmony and peace among 
thoſe who are connected together by the ſtrongeſt 
ics, But when union and good agreement among 
kingdoms are interrupted, one nation injures and 
fits in deſtroying another. Manaſſeh envies and de- 
ours Ephraim; Ephraim envies and conſumes Manaſ- 
ca; and both riſe up in hoſtility againſt Judah. Such 
MW unnatural contention and diſcord were. to prevail 
t :nong the divided poſterity of Iſrael, as the juſt pu- 

uhment of their many atrocious tranſgreſſions com- 
mitted againſt the Lord. This prediction ſeems to 
have been fulfilled about the time that Hoſhea, the 
bn of Elah, formed a conſpiracy againſt Pekah, the 
king of Iſrael, whom he flew, and reigned in his 
trad; of which you read in 2 Kings xv. 30. Not- 
zithſtanding theſe heavy judgments were inflicted 
ion the Ephraimites, our prophet again repeats the 
awtul declaration, For all this his anger is not turned 
way, but his hand is ftretched out till ; and, there- 
bre, more and greater calamities were yet to be ex- 
ted, Since diſcord, and acts of hoſtility, among 


on * _— 3 %” "PD 8 A * 
n * h , n , 8 A 


e le tribes of Jacob, are here foretold as ſevere judg- 
n nents, ſuffer me to recommend to you the cultiva- 
in of unity, love, and peace among yourſelves. 
n biatons and contentions, with their fatal attendants, 
e enlume the very vitals of Chriſtianity, blaſt its pre- 
i ous fruits, and counteract its benevolent deſigns; 
18 


Wereas union of affection, good agreement, and 
mutual kind offices, will pave the way for you to 
K&hold and experience how good and pleaſant it is 
ir brethren to dwell together in unity. Then, com- 
belable thought! the God of peace {hail be with you. 
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immediate hand of God, without human aid, and 


6 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 
T HE prophet, after finiſhing the ſection of his dif- 


courſe, which comprehends the firſt four verſes $ 
of this chapter, wherein he charges the Ephraimites 8 
with iniquity and injuſtice, and reprefents the pu. | 
niſhment which on that account was to be inflict. | 
ed upon them—procceds, at the 5th verſe, to foretel } 
the remarkable judgment whereby the Almighty had WM « 
determined to puniſh the pride and arrogance of | 
the king of Afyria, who, having vanguithed the 


„„ 


Ephraimites, thought of invading Judea and Jeruſa- 
Tem, and extirpating the religion of the Jews, as he had } 


done that of the other nations whom he conquered. | 
To chaſtize that haughty monarch for this inſolent | 
project, and to comfort the dejected minds of the 
godly, who were greatly alarmed at the growing 
empire of Aſſyria, Iſaiah is directed to declare, that 
that powerful kingdom ſhould be overthrown by the! 


wh 


the people of the Moſt High ſhould juſtly aſcribe the T 
praiſes of that great event to a wonderful divine in Nai 
terpoſition. The Jewiſh nation, however, having Firſt 
become very corrupt, were not to paſs unpuniſhed ran! 
for their ſins, though the ſeverity of the calamutica writ: 
to which they were to be ſubjected, was to be mixcM ten, 


with much mercy and favour.— This prophetica Wi auth 
diſcourſe begins with ſetting forth the reaſons foi preſe: 
which God permitted the Aflyriatis to act in holtilit iſ crec: 
againſt his people; namely, that he might punitſ ens 
their hypocriſy, that he might purify his church, a» n the 
afterward puniſh the kings of Aſſyria for the crime cr 
they committed in the execution of this work, v1 © th 

—13. It then exhibits fome ſtrong proofs of duty! 
pride of Aſſyria, which required to be checked is pub 
with a more full deſcription of the divine judM lle p; 
ments which were to be executed upon them, ad in 
13.—20,—Aftcr which is repreſcnted the more d,: 
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proved ſtate of the church of God among the Jews, 
in conſequence of the various afflictions brought upon 
them by means of the Aſſyrians, ver. 20.—24. The 
prophet next proceeds to apply the above prediction, 
concerning the downfal of Aſſyria, for the conſola- 
tion of the people of God, ver. 24.—28. He then 
concludes with a particular deſcription of ſome cir- 
cumſtances with which the expedition of the Aſſyrian 
monarch againſt Judea was to be attended, ver. 28. 
to the end of the chapter. : 


CHAP.:X. | 


\ TO unto them that decree unrighteous 
decrees, and that write grievouſneſs 
which they have preſcribed. | 


The charge of iniquity and injuſtice is here laid 
wainſt the Ephraimites upon a double account. 
firſt, They decreed unrighteous decrees. The word 
ranflated decree, is derived from one that ſignifies to 
writ? or engrave ; and ſtatutes being commonly writ- 
ten, it is uſed to expreſs a decree which hath the 
authority of a law, and is therefore engroſſed for 
pelervation in ſome permanent record. The de- 
trees here mentioned were unrighteous. The per- 
ons who enacted them had arrived at ſuch audacity 
n the practice of injuſtice, that they not only gave 
mars to thoſe over whom they had influence to 
o things that were wicked, but, eſtabliſhing ini- 
duty by law, they cauſed their edicts to be recorded 
8 public evidences of their violence and oppreflion. 
the princes exacted of the people the moſt unjuſt 
ad intolerable burdens, to which they had no right; 


a, therefore, God gave them this ſalutary advice, 
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\ 
by the prophet Ezekiel: Thus faith the Lord God i © 
© Let it ſuffice you, O princes of Iſrael : remove vio- i: 
© lence and ſpoil, and execute judgment and juſtice Ml t 
take away your exactions from my people, ſaith the te 
Lord God *.” The rich and the great injured tha © 
poor and needy ; and, on that account, God thus ad iu 
dreſſed them by the prophet Micah : © For the rich pr 
© men thereof are full of violence, and the inhabitants of 
thereof have ſpoken lies, and their tongue is deceit ee 
« ful in their mouth +.” The prieſts alſo framed und 
righteous decrees, which, with their fooliſh inven i: 
tions and vain traditions, they ſubſtituted in thaY ce 
room of the law of God, which they corruptedW ou: 
by their falſe gloſſes and forced interpretations tbe 
Hence the heavy charge contained in Zeph. iii. A vi: 
Her prophets are light and treacherous perſons MM rec 
© her prieſts have polluted the ſanctuary, they hav the 
done violence to the law.” Thus unrighteouſnelM| f 
filled the land, the city, and the ſanctuary: it rœ L 
ceived the ſanction of thoſe in authority, and pervadi ec 
ed all ranks of the people. ——Secondly, Their fin 
alſo conſiſted in this, = 2 

They write grievouſneſs which they have preſcribeq and 
The fins of Ephraim, which received countenand peo 
and ſupport from thoſe in power, and aboundeſ H- 
among the people, included in this article of thi 
charge, ſeem to have been ſuch as the following I. 


They over-reached and took advantage of one an jarti, 
ther in their daily intercourſe and tranſactions Wi iced! 
buſineſs : they withheld from others what was their ui ugh 
queſtionable right; ſuch as the wages of the hireling 
and that which belonged to the poor and ſtrangely 
they impoſed upon the lower ranks of the peopM 
thoſe heavy burdens which they were unable to ul! 
tain: they delayed and perverted the execution | 
juſtice and judgment in thoſe inſtances wherein g 
poor and the helpleſs were concerned. By pi 


J 
* 
* 


* Ezek. XIv. 9: + Micah vi. 12. 
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ſcribing and practiſing theſe and the like enormous 
ins, they clearly ſhewed, that they were deſtitute of 
the fear of God, that they had no regard to righ- 
teouſneſs, and were indifferent to the divine diſplea- 


HAY fore which they had awakened. The commiſſion of 
duch crimes is truly grievous ;- but the writing and 
ch preſcribing of them, by which they acquired a kind 
ats of fanftion from abuſed authority, is indeed grievoul- 
it dels itſelf. Againſt perſons guilty of ſuch flagrant 
nM its of wickedneſs, wo, or complicated miſery, 
nM i denounced, Thoſe who enact unrighteous de- 
the crees, and require what is truly oppreſſive and griev- 
teck ous, however elevated their ſtation, and ſanguine 
ns their hopes of impunity, ſhall aſſuredly know, that he 

ho loveth righteouſneſs, and hateth iniquity, will 


What 


recompente them according to their works. 


ns 
vi the apoſtle Paul faith with refpe& to ſome other fins, 
ef | fay to you in reference to thoſe now mentioned, 
re Let them not be once named among you, as be- 
ad © cometh ſaints *,” 


2 To turn aſide the needy from judgment, 
and to take away the right from the poor of my 
people, that widows may be their prey, and 
tat they may rob the fatherleſs. 

The wicked deſign of theſe unrighteous decrees is 


particularly ſpecified in this verſe.— The poor and 
needy of God's people were maltreated by thoſe who 


ing berſons of this deſcription, there are ſome who are 
gez v very poor, that they have nothing to loſe, and fo 
opt er needy, that they have hardly any thing of which 
ag wetice can lay hold. They have neither bread to 


at, nor raiment to put on. There are others who 
ae ſome little property, and who enjoy ſo much as 
«ves merely to preſerve them from abject poverty, 


CEL K 


Wwgit to have vindicated and ſupported them. Among 
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bich and 


. ˙ ! 


566 LECTURES oN THE Crap, X. 
and to ſupply preſent urgent neceſſities. Both theſe con-. 
ditions give riſe oft-times to ſolicitude and dejection; Z 
and, therefore, people of this fort ſhould be the ob. 
jects of ſympathy and compatiion to thoſe who are 
in any meaſure able to aſſiſt and relieve them. Ther 


are weak and helpleſs, and often with great difficulty MI i 


procure aſſiſtance in the extremity of their need; and, . 
therefore, they are deſcribed as thoſe * who have no MM 
© help *.” On this account, among others, God, 2. 


who is gracious, hath recommended them to the Het 


care and patronage of thoſe who are in opulence and WM by 


power, whilſt he hath taken them in a ſpecial manner n 


into his own protection, and engaged himſelf to be Ml pr 


their defence. The poor, of the laſt mentioned claſs, WM ru 
ſeem here to be chiefly intended, whom thoſe inveſted | 
with authority among the Ephraimites, are faid to 
turn aſide from judgment, and to take away the 
right. Both expreſſions ſeem to be of the ſame im- 
port, the one ſerving to illuſtrate and explain the 
other. The judgment which was perverted, conſiſted | 
of the right which, according to the rule of equity, 
thoſe that were in indigent circumſtances had ac- 
quired to their poſſeſſions, in which they juſtly ex- 
pected they ſhould have been protected by thole in 


{uperior ſtation. This judgment, however, was turn- ent: 
ed aſide from its proper channel: its courſe u fait 
retarded or ſtopped; and thus the poor were either mak 


deprived of their right, or the determination of the wich 


cauſes wherein they were concerned were unnecci-W the 
farily delayed, which is ſometimes no leſs a hard- right 
ſhip than unjuſt deciſions. This is indecd a very th 
great and aggravated crime. Jo turn aſide the ric quity 
| from judgment, and to take away the right of tho bete 
ho are in affluence, is a fin of very conſiderably 'tot 
magnitude; but to act in this manner toward tg 3 tor: 
poor, is {till a greater tranſgreſſion. To deprive cg Wat v 
judgment and right thoſe to whom we are obliged 10 quie, 


the ft 


# Pal. Ixxii. 12. Vern 
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only to FE juſtice, but to give liberally for PRE ſup- 
dort; to refuſe to do juſtice to thoſe to whom we 
are commanded to be charitable, to take away from 
him who is in want, to trample upon the rights of 
thoſe who with difficulty can obtain redreſs, and to 
injure thoſe who are unable to reſiſt, yea, perhaps, 

dare not complain, muſt be the moſt complicated 
wickedneſs : eſpecially it we conſider, that by taking 
away the right of the poor, God himfeit is deprived 
of the er homage and praiſe which is due to him 
by people of this deicripton, for the ſeaſonable aſſiſt- 
ance they receive, by the faithful performance of the 


truſt, 

That widows may be their prey, and that they may 
ab the fatherleſs. The widow and the fatherleſs are 
commonly the moſt friendleſs and helpleſs claſs of 
mankind, and being moſt expoled to injuries and 


he oppreſſion, their intereſts, with thoſe of the poor and 
ed ¶ needy, ought to be patroniſed and ſupported by per- 
y, ons in authority. How odious and enormous the 


crime of the rulers of Ephraim, who acted toward 
the widows as the rapacious beaſts of the field to- 
vard thoſe that are weak and defenceleſs, ſeizing up- 
on them, and greedily devouring them as their prey, 
taſting upon their ſpoils, rejoicing in their miſery, 


Va) 

icr MF naking themſelves merry with their ſorrow, and rich 
ho ich their property! And that they may rob the 
oi {itherlets, by violently depriving them of their juſt 
d- nshts, whom they ought carefully to have protected 


in the enjoyment of them. How daring is this ini- 
quity, impudently committed in open defiance of 


ole dete and ſimilar divine prohibitions ; © Enter not in- 
bla © to the fields of the ſatherleſs.“ Enter them not in 
1 forcible manner, to take from them with violence 


at which is their right and property. Do you in- 
Quire, Is it more dangerous to enter their fields than 
de fields of other perſons * By this order the leaſt 
Srauiton is not given to injure the grounds of any 


perſon 


promiſes which are the ground of their hope and 


* 
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perſon whatever; but a ſpecial caution is adminiſter. | 
ed, to beware of hurting thoſe whom God hath en- 


gaged to relieve and protect. The reaſon is ſubjoined : 


| 
| 
in theſe words: For their Redeemer is mighty; he | 
„ ſhall plead their cauſe with thee “.“ Though the Ml « 
widow and the fatherleſs may be unable to plead their WI ; 
own cauſe, and to vindicate their own rights, and y 
though they may be deſtitute of friends to patroniſe MI ; 
them, the almighty Redeemer will ſupport their in-. b 
tereſts, and effectually plead againſt thoſe who wic- Ml i 
kedly injure them. Ye ſhall not afflict any widow, M 4 
or fatherleſs child. If thou afth&@ them in any wiſe, M 
and they cry at all unto me: I will ſurely hear their ti 


cry; and my wrath ſhall wax hot, and I will kill WF pe 


you with the ſword; and your wives ſhall be m 


< widows, and your children fatherleſs +. Notwith- WI tc; 
ſtanding the many inſtructive admonitions which God Wl oy 
hath delivered upon this ſubject, perſons in power WM th: 
among the Ephraimites perpetrated the moſt flagi- W 
tious crimes, in their conduct toward the widow and WM « { 
fatherleſs, with which they are here charged, —— WW © 
To what I have ſaid on this head upon former oc- Ml © 
caſions, I hope I need add nothing farther at pre- WI arc 
ſent. | | 55 | dra 
0 

3 And what will ye do in the day of viſita- MM vi; 
tion, and in the deſolation which ſhall come WF na 
from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and Wi be 
where will ye leave your glory? "2 *s 
The righteous judgment which God was about to in. or 
flict, on account of the above-mentioned wickedne!s, nut. 
is repreſented in this and the following verſe, wherein bath 


the condition of theſe tranſgreſſors is deſcribed as truly WF lin 
helpleſs and deplorable. As they had taken pleaſureſ te t 
in trampling upon the ſacred rights of the weak and de. * no 
fencelels among their brethren, ſo God, in puniſhing Wi © ha 


* Prov. Xxiii. 11. + Exod. xxii. 22, 23, 24. 1 mY 
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them for their ſins, would lay them defolate, and they, 

MW m2 their turn, ſhould have none to defend them from the 
| IH hoſtile attacks to which they were to be expoſed. In 
: Wl cripture-ſtyle, the ſeaſon in which God is pleaſed to 
© draw near to a perſon or people, that he may accom- 


r Fl plith various important purpoſes, is called a Day of 
| Ml viſitation. Sometimes his viſitation is intended to 
e atford deliverance and conſolation to the oppreſſed, 
by extricating them from ſervitude and miſery, and 
- WM introducing them into a happy and comfortable con- 
„dition. In this ſenfe the Lord is ſaid to have viſited 
-, bis people Ifrael, when he delivered them from Egyp- 


ir tian bondage “; and to have viſited and redeemed his 
people, when he beſtowed upon then the greateſt 
de WM mercy +. Sometimes it is deſigned to manifeſt his 
h- Wl tender care and conſtant inſpection of his people, 


xl WM over whom he exerciſeth the moſt vigilant attention, 
er chat he may effectually promote their beſt intereſts. 
1- WF With this view, he declares, that if his children 
1d Wl © fhall break his ftatutes, and keep not his command- . 
— WM © nents, then will he viſit their tranſgreſſion with the 
c- Wl © rod, and their iniquity with ſtripes .“ Such times 
re- are indeed days of viſitation, wherein God ſenſibly 
draws near with the proofs of his kindneſs and fa- 

I our, which he moſt undeſervedly confers; and in 
a- viich he appears with his rod of correction, that he 
ne may adminiſter neceſſary chaſtiſements, and reſtore 
nd thoſe who had forſaken his law from their wander- 
MT ings. At other times, God viſits thoſe who have not 
nofted by the many warnings they have received, 
in- or repented of the fins they have committed, 
„ usotwithſtanding the repeated corrections that he 


ein bath adminiſtered, to execute upon them deſo- 
ul bang judgments and terrible vengeance. Hence 
ure i de thus ſpeaks, by the prophet Jeremiah : Shall I 
de- not viſit for theſe things? faith the Lord: and 
ing e ball not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
3 * Exod. iv. 3r. + Luke 1. 68 ft Pſal. Ixxx1x. 32. 
ny this!“ 
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* this*?* In this laſt ſenſe, I ſuppoſe; the day of vi. 
ſitation is lere meant, denoting that awful period 
wherein God was about to puniſh the preſumptuous 
fiuners of Ephraim, when he would appear in the 
moſt formidable manner, to avenge their unrighteous 1 
decrees, and unmerciful dealings with the poor and 8 
helpleſs. In ſuch a ſeaſon, the prophet inquires, # 
What will ye do? Permit me to put this queſtion to 
you, my brethren. What will ye do in the day oi | 
viſitation ? It is of much higher importance to have Ml 
a proper anſwer prepared to this inquiry, than to Ml 5 
have the queſtion itſelf illuſtrated. The eventful day : » 
is faſt approaching, when God will viſit you not with Ml 4 
mercies, and gentle corrections, as he is now doing, in 
but with terrible things in righteouſneſs, which it may M he 
be you look not for. What will ye then do? Wha: M5; 
bitter anguiſh, and confuſed horror, will then ſeize tte 
upon multitudes | You may latter yourſelves now in 
your iniquities, and endeavour to palliate your ſins 
by various excuſes, But then, O man! thou wilt be 


inexcuſable, and ſhalt not eſcape the righteous judg-WM tin 
ment of God. It you are ſo fooliſh as reject the re- fx 
lief offered you in the goſpel, and neglect to flee to g. 
the hiding-place which infinite mercy hath provided, 8M |; 
like the man in the parable, you ſhall be ſpeechles beo 
and confounded. | 97 

And in the deſolation that ſball come from far. The hv 
Hebrew word tranſlated deſolation, ſignifies ſuch reed 
terrible commotion as is ſuddenly raiſed in the lea by bert. 
a great ſtorm, when the waves daſh violently again hh y, 
one another with a hideous noiſe. This affords 4Mny:; 
juſt emblem of the diſturbance and confuſion which ton 
was to be excited, by the report of a powerfußß ok 
enemy rapidly advancing with a view to invade air; , 


deſolate the country of Ephraim, by whom the citicY 
were to be laid walte, the houſes demoliſhed, te 
fields and vineyards laid open, and the inhabitant 


Jer. v, 9. 
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- 8 killed or ſtripped of their moſt valuable effects. In 
Y 


toom of the greateſt affluence, ſcarcity and want were 


$ 3 W to prevail ; in place of tranquillity and fecurity, dread 


e nd terror were to be experienced; and inſtead of 


the wine of grapes, and the oil of olives, the people 
a ll vere to drink the wine of aſtoniſhment. This 
s, WY dreadful ftorm, which was to be attended with general 
0 Leſolation, was to come from far. It would not take 
0! WF tile from any of the neighbouring nations with whom 


vc Lohraim was furrounded ; for being in league with 


to Syria, which was one of their moſt powerful neigh- 
ay WM dours, they had nothing to fear from the kingdoms 
th that were ſituated near them. The prophet therefore 
g, informs them, that the aſſault by which they were to 
ay de laid waſte, was to come from a great diſtance, 
12: Wl from Aſſyria and Babylon, though for wiſe reaſons 
26 ol ticir names were not now mentioned. Theſe king- 
in n doms lay far to the northward of the land of Iſrael: 
ins br when Iſaiah inquired of Hezekiah, king of Ju- 
be Wi ah, From whence came theſe men, who brought 
0g tim letters, and a preſent, on his recovery from 
re- ickneſs, he received for anſwer, © They are come 
from a far country unto me, even from Baby- 
on“. In the certain proſpect of the threatened 
leſolation, the prophet very properly inquires, 

To whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye 


yi e your glory? Aſſiſtance you will then greatly 
1 ai ted; and, therefore, you ought timeouſly to conſi- 
| wr to whom you may apply with hopes of ſucceſs. 
Int | 


In rain ſhall you look for ſafety to the hills and the 
mittude of mountains; in vain ſhall you ſeek help 
tom men, if God be your enemy; in vain ſhall you 
moke the aid of the Egyptians; in vain ſhall you 
rult to your own ſtrength as means of defence; in 
an ſhall you expect the divine interpoſition and de- 
baance, without which your whole country and 
an pledions ſhall become a prey to the hoſtile att«cks 


the : 
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ſtrength as a nation, with all thoſe privileges which, 
added to their ſplendour and importance, whereof 
people are prone to boaſt and triumph. In ſuch © 
things as theſe, men are apt to confide and glory n 
hence theſe memorable words delivered by the pro 
phet Jeremiah; Thus faith the Lord, Let not the 

* wife man glory in his wiſdom, neither let the mightyl 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glog th 
ry in his riches. But let him that glorieth, glory © 
in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth me, that ha 
I am the Lord which exerciſe loving-kindneſs, judge 
ment, and righteouſneſs in the earth: for in thels 
< things I delight, faith the Lord *.“ The glory con ® 
cerning which our prophet inquires, mighit alſo co of 
prehend in it the children of Ephraim, who were the An 
crown and glory of their fathers. According to t ”< 
faithful promiſe of God, that people were exceedingly leſt 
fruitful, and their children were greatly muſtiplicd en 
and, in the proſpect of deſolation, it became them f «© 
riouſly to conſider where they would leave their ci and 
dren, and all thoſe prerogatives of which they gloriec; . 
As the prophet Hoſea foretold, Their glory ſhall ay ed 
away as a bird,” when God would viſit their {1n5Y * 
yea, he adds, Wo unto them when I depart fro Ty 
© them . Tranſgreſſors ought ſeriouſly to cat oy 


Jer. I, 1 . Hen i 11, . : 
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bproſpect of the day of viſitation, and the deſolation 
"2 that hall come from far. What will ye do, when 
FF God will call you to account for the improvement 
dy ou have made of the talents with which you are 
"MF intruſted? Where will ye flee, when God ſhall ariſe 
kl o judgment, and his wrath ſhall be revealed againſt 
"i ill unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men? Where 


"FJ ill ye flee for help, when God will lay judgment to 
dae line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet, and the 


nail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lies, and the wa- 
on ters ſhall overflow the hiding-place? Where will ye 
* cave your glory, when the day of the Lord, that you 
ich have put far away, ſhall overtake you as a thief in the 
1 night? Make anſwer to theſe inquiries at the tribu- 
e aof conſcience, as you would not be aſhamed at 
4 the coming of the Son of God. 
ol 4+ Without me they ſhall bow down under 
1. the priſoners, and they ſhall fall under the lain : 
For all this his anger is not turned away, but his 
hand z- ftretched out ſtill. 
. nn theſe words the Lord, by our prophet, repre- 
don ents the deplorable condition to which thoſe guilty 
om of the crimes above mentioned ſhould be reduced. — 
them Amighty God, in whoſe name Iſaiah delivered this 
the brediction, is doubtleſs the Perſon without whom, 


leſtitute of whoſe merciful interpoſition and pre- 


0 Jl ice, what is foretold in the following words ſhould 
1 e eertainly come to paſs. Without his neceflary aid 
il ad protection, they ſhall be taken captive by thoſe 
red o are themſelves in captivity ; they ſhall be ſub- 
fes deed by thoſe who are themſelves vanquiſhed. They 
ns %“ bow down under the priſoners. Bound with 
fro dains, and ſent into places of confinement, they 


all be obliged to bow down among their fellow- 
Nmloners, through the weight of the fetters where- 
vich they were faſtened, or the low roof of the place 


u which they were to be confined. Or the expreſ- 
| ſion 
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ſion may refer to the hard bondage in which they 
ſhould be employed during their captivity, when they 
were to be compelled to bow down to the yoke of 
their oppreſſors like beaſts of burden. And they 
ſhall fall under the flain, or among the ſlain, who 

were to be killed, in the day of viſitation, by the 
powerful nation who was to invade and deſolate Ml ! 
the land of Iſrael. Either a miſerable captivity, or a | 
violent death, ſhould be the puniſhment of thoſe pre. Ml : 
ſumptuous tranſgreſſors to whom this prediction was e 
delivered. For all this his anger is not turned away, I 
but his hand is ſtretched out ſtill. Notwithſtanding n 
theſe dreadful threatenings of divine judgments to be b 
executed upon this treacherous people, ſtill greater WM ta 
calamities awaited them, which God, whom they had I c: 
grievouſſy offended, would afterward inflict upon Wl di 
them as the juſt puniſhment of their crimes.— This ti 
prophecy ſeems to have been accomplithed by the ca- 
lamities inflicted upon the Ephraimites by Tiglath- 
pilezer, when many of them were ſlain in battle, and} 
great numbers were taken captive into foreign coun- 
tries, where they were employed in the moſt wretct- 
ed ſervitude. Hence we learn what we ought ne- 
ver to forget, that there is no Saviour beſide God; 
no deliverance to be obtained without him, who 
commandeth deliverance for Jacob; no ſafety to be 
enjoyed but in the care and protection of his divine 
' providence. Convinced of this important truth, let 
us take heed that we live not without him in the 
world, deſtitute of his fear and love, indifferent to his 
favour and approbation, without whom we mult bey 
miſerable, and by whom alone we can be prelerved 
in peace and ſafety. | 


5 JO Aſſyrian, the rod of mine anger, andy 
the ſtaff in their hand is mine indignation. 


Here begins the fourth ſection of our prophet's diſ 
- courſe, which contains a new and diſtinct * 8 


way 


— — ——— T— 


Ven. 5. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 57S 


Wl The prophet, having denounced the righteous judg- 
; WH nents of God againſt Ephraim and Syria, who in- 
{ WH tended, with their united ſtrength, to attack Judea, 

IE proceeds to addreſs the Aſſyrians, who were to be in- 


o Wl fruments of executing the divine vengeance upon 
c Wl theſe confederate nations. He introduces the Aſſy- 
te nan monarch glorying in his former victories, boaſt- 
2 i ing of his power and forces, and elated with pride, in 


e- Wl the proſpect he entertained of vanquiſhing Judah, and 
as WM occupying the city of Jeruſalem, in open defiance of 
„de God of Iſrael. He therefore reproves his teme- 
ag rity and folly, repreſſes the daring inſolence of this 
be baughty prince, informing him, that however oſten- 
er Wl tatiouſly he boaſted of his armies and ſucceſſes, he 
ad could neither move nor act unleſs by the direction of 
on WM divine providence, nor execute any deſign in oppoſi- 
his ton to the purpoſes and counſels of God. The 
ca- Afyrian to whom our prophet eſpecially directs his 
th- WW Giſcourſe, was the monarch of that great empire, par- 
nd Wl ticularly Sennacherib, that powerful, ambitious, and 
un- haughty prince, as will more fully appear in our pro- 
ch- gels through this prophetic oration. Of this great 
ne- king, Iſaiah gives no flattering deſcription, nor does 
dz de alcribe to him eminent abilities; but repreſents 
rho bim merely as e rod of God's anger, the inſtrument 
WJ vbcrewith the Almighty, who was highly offended at 
lis people, would chaſtize and puniſh them, all whoſe 
notions depended entirely upon his pleaſure, were 
tie effect of his power, and directed by his wiſdom. 
by this figure the Aſſyrian is exhibited in a juſt point 
0 view, utterly incapable, without God, of doing 
ay thing, much leſs of performing the work in which 
i: was ro be employed, of chaſtizing a hypocritical 
lation for their ſins. He is therefore emphatically 
deigned the rod of God's anger; who being greatly 
cented againſt Ephraim, on account of their many 
gravated iniquities, was about to correct them ſe- 
krely in his juſt diſpleaſure. In the following 
tauſe of the verſe, the ſame ſentiment is illuſtrat- 
| ed 


— . 
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ed and explained, where the Aſſyrian is thus de. 


{cribed : | 


And the flaff in their hand is mine indignation ; or, 
according to the Biſhop of London's new tranſlation, 7 
« The ſtaff in whoſe hand is the inſtrument of mine 
© indignation.” The difficulty that occurs here 
does not ſeem to be ſo great as ſome have imagined, 8 


6% 3 A 


The former verſion, in our Bibles, repreſents the di. 
vine indignation as the ſtaff which ſupported Aſſyria 
in performing the work aſſigned them, whilſt the lat. 
ter verſion exhibits them as the ſtaff which God would 
employ to expreſs his indignation againſt Iſrael. The 
ſtaff here mentioned may allude to the inſtrument 
called by that name, uſed by the officers of juſtice, | 
for puniſhing tranſgreſſors of the laws, according to 
the appointment of the judges, who, in this manner, 
teſtify their juſt diſpleaſure againſt the criminal, and 
their abhorrence of his crime. In alluſion to this 
practice, Aſſyria is called the ſtaff of God's indigna-$ 
tion, whereby he was to puniſh thoſe who, by their 


complicated wickedneſs, had incurred his diſpleaſure, 


whom he was about to chaſtize not merely as a ta-f 


ther, but as a judge. They were to experience the 
painful effects of the ſevere, though neceſſary correc- 
tion of the indignant Sovereign of the Univerſe, 
whom they had highly offended by their egregious 
What a grand idea 
does the repreſentation here given of Aſſyria convey 
of the power and glory of Jehovah, the ſupreme Ruler 
and righteous Governor of the world! He diſpoſeth 
of the kingdoms of this earth as ſeemeth good inf 
bis ſight : the moſt powerful princes are ſubject to 
his authority: all of them are his ſervants : to one$ 


folly, and perverſe obſtinacy. 


he ſaith, Come, and he cometh; to another, 60% 


and he goeth. In the words of our prophet, he hiiÞ 
eth for the fly of Egypt, and the bee of Aſſyria; and, 
by a ſecret impulſe, and inviſible power, he effeualiy 
determines them to execute his pleaſure. The king 


of Aﬀyria, though a great potentate among men, thq; 


4 1+ 8 
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error and ſcourge of neighbouring nations, in the 


hand of the Almighty, was nothing more than a rod 
or ſtaff. With what profound veneration and re- 
rerence then ought we to ſerve this mighty Lord, 
rhoſe kingdom ruleth over all. 
0 61 will ſend him againſt an hypocritical na- 


on; and againſt the people of my wrath will 
ive him a charge to take the ſpoil, and to 
id nuke the prey, and to tread them down like the 
he mire of the ſtreets. 


ce, Theſe words mark the occaſion on which the Aſſy- 
to nan monarch would ſignally diſplay his pride, arro- 
er, Wl cance, and ambition; namely, when he had in pro- 
nd ſpect the conqueſt of Ephraim, in the view of which 
his he ſeems to have greatly exulted. I will ſend him 
na- (fLith God); I will give him a charge. This declara- 
cir MM tion, the meaning of which it is eaſy to underſtand, 
re, muſt be explained in conſiſtency with the pure and 
fa- perfect nature of Jehovah, who can never require of 
the nen any thing that is ſinful or unjuſt. Though pride, 
ec- nnd the luſt of power and conqueſt, may direct the 
ſe, MW counſels and efforts of princes, who have in view no 
dus higher end than to gratify their own corrupt diſpoſi- 
dea bons, yet there is not any thing more clear and cer- 
veya, than that all their wicked deſigns proceed wholly 
tom themſelves, and not from God, who, by the 
powerful influence of his providence, over-rules their 
zrogance and ambition, ſo as to ſubſerve his own 
we and gracious purpoſes. He ſo directs their en- 
rpriſes, and orders events, that they ſhall be the in- 
iruments of executing determined judgments upon 
the wicked, and of manifeſting the divine glory in 
lier puniſhment. When, therefore, the prophet af- 
irms, in the name of the Moſt High, I will ſend him, 
| will give him a charge, he plainly declares, that 
bod, in perfe& conſiſtency with the holineſs of his 
nature, 


the work which he was about to aſſign him. 


of my wrath. The nation intended was Ephraim, 
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nature, and the rectitude of his adminiſtration, would! 
effectually diſpoſe the king of Aſſyria fully to execute 


Againſt a hypocritical nation, and againſt the pecplæ 


which, in the preceding prophetical diſcourſe, was 


charged with hypocriſy, and againſt whom was kin. WM i 


dled the anger of the Lord, who was ſoon to puniſh © 
them by means of the Aſſyrian. Though that highly Wl i 
favoured people profeſſed to know God, in works WM i! 
they denied him, having become abominable, and to t 
every good work reprobate. With the inſtituted n 
worſhip of the true God, they mixed the idolatrous WM i: 
rites of ſurrounding nations, the fooliſh ſuperſtitions WM * 


of human invention, and the vain traditions of el. Wl 


ders. Their affections were divided between God WM i: 
and the world: their hearts were not right with God, e 
nor ſound in his ſtatutes : their religion was a hetero- vi 
eneous mixture of what is true and falſe: their pro- 
Fon was contradicted by their practice: in this 
manner they endeavoured to deceive themſelves and 
others; and provoked the indignation of that God 
who will not be mocked, and who hates deceitful as 
well as bloody men. —— On this account they are far- 
ther deſcribed as the people of God's wrath, againſt 
whom his juſt diſpleaſure was to be directed, and on 
whom it ſhould fall with a cruſhing weight. Their 
multiplied tranſgreſſions, in which they obſtinately 
perſiſted, rendgzed them the juſt objects of God's 
wrath and righteous vengeance. Therefore he was 
to ſend the Aſſyrian, | 
To take the ſpoil, and to take the prey. The ſpoilf 
and the prey may include all the portable and va- 
luable effects that belonged to the people of Ephraim; 


2311 & 


| ſuch as their corn, wine, and oil, their jewels, fur. kay 
niture, and clothes, with various articles of mer >< 
chandiſe. All theſe the Aſſyrian, with his arm,, 
were greedily to ſeize, and to carry away with them gl * 
As for their houſes, eſtates, and cities, which wer ©? 


nog 
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not moveable, theſe they would demoliſh and deſtroy 
o the utmoſt of their power. The expreſſion being 
repzated with little variation, ſeems to intimate, that 
the Aſſyrian ſhould certainly and thoroughly perform 
this ſervice upon which he was to be ſent. And to 


tread them down like the mire of the ſtreets. Theſe 
words expreſs the ſovereign contempt with which the 
enemies of Fphraim ſhould treat them, and the com- 
plete conqueſt they were to obtain over them, with 
their utter inability to make any effectual reſiſtance to 
their power and progreſs. They intimate the igno- 
niny and diſgraceful condition to which the Ephraim- 
tes were to be reduced, when they themſelves, with 


all that they eſteemed dear and valuable, were to be 


tampled upon as the mire of the ſtreets. Let us 
hearken to the voice of the rod of God's anger, and 
receive inſtruction from the ſtaff of his indignation, 
with which he chaſtized a hypocritical nation. 
Though the words here recorded were ſpoken by 
laian, the voice is the Lord's, and the language is 
mat of the rod. It loudly proclaims the power, 
ngchteouſneſs, and holineſs of Jehovah : it plainly 
declares the folly, wickedneſs, treachery, and in- 
ratitude of men; and clearly announces their conſe- 
quent danger, guilt, and miſery. The rod cries to us, 
Repent, as it did of old in the gates of Nineveh, whoſe 
inhabitants hearkened to the admonition, underſtood 
is meaning, and repented in duſt and aſhes. It cries 
ous alſo for that righteouſneſs and mercy which ex- 
ateth a nation, and preſerves them from ruin, when 
tz judgments of God are abroad in the earth. We 
eh not learn unleſs we are taught: and the rod is 


A 


TN 


cut to teach us thoſe leſſons to which we are inat- 
kentive in proſperity; ſuch as to fear God whom we 
haue offended, to worſhip him whom we have ne- 
gected, to be obedient to his laws which we have 
Oltemned, to make reſtitution to thoſe we have in- 
|ured, to be charitable to thoſe we have cenſured and 
Ghpicd, From the rod of God's anger, let us learn 
4 | tizeie 
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puniſh the aggravated fins of his people, that they 


Jew. He meditated the execution of deſigns ſuggell 


rated and diſtracted. He thought of enlarging bis dq 
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theſe ſalutary inſtructions; and then ſhall we have! 
cauſe to fay, with the royal poet, © Bleſſed is the man 
© whom thou chaſteneſt, O Lord, and teacheſt him 
„cout of thy law *.? I 


Howbeit, he meaneth not ſo, neither %% 
his heart think ſo; but 77 zs in his heart to de- 
ſtroy, and cut off nations not a few. 


The prophet here ſhows that the Aſſyrian ſhould] 
entertain very different deſigns, in his expedition 
acainſt Ephraim, from thole which God had in view in 
ſending him againit that hypocritical nation.——Thel 
Aſſyrian meant to gratify his boundleſs ambition, and 
luſt of exorbitant power and conqueit ; and, there4 
fore, Jaying aſide all regard to humanity and equity, 
he implicitly followed the dictates of that intolerabla; 
pride and arrogance which ſeem to have been the 
predominant diſpoſitions under which he acted. The 
deſign for which God employed him to take the ſpoil 
of Iſrael, and to reduce them to a ſtate of abject ſervi 
tude and captivity,. was to diſplay his own glory, te 


might feel what an evil and bitter thing 1t 1s to depart 
from the Lord, that, under a humbling ſenſe of thei 
guilt and danger, a remnant of them might be en 
gaged to return to the true God, their duty, and hap 
pineſs. The Aſſyrian had not the leait intention d 
promoting theſe important purpoles which the God 
of the ſpirits of all fleſh had in view to accomplith. 
Hut it is in his heart to deſtroy, and cut off nations ni 


ed by infatiable ambition, avarice, and cruelty, an, 
the other bad diſpoſitions whereby his mind was ug 


minions, and extending his conqueſts, not by huma 
nity, clemency, and equity, which might have l 


* . Plik. xciv. 12. 


duct 
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duced neighbouring nations to reſort to his ſtan- 
dard, and ſubmit to his government; but, in open 
contempt of theſe virtues, by which human fo- 
ciety is preſerved, he meant to effectuate his plan of 
operation by inhumanity, rapacity, and cruelty. His 
heart was bent upon the deſtruction of nations, that, 
upon their ruins, he might enlarge his own empire. 
{tis mind was ſet upon plundering them of their 
nches, laying waſte their fields, burning their ct- 
tes, and ſpreading among the vanquiſhed, flaughter, 
captivity, and bondage, with every other miſery man- 
kind are capable of ſuſtaining, that, in this manner, 

he might extend the terror of his arms, and the great- 
nels of his power. The truth contained in this 
verſe is often exemplified by thoſe whom God em- 
ploys to execute his purpoſes, who, in many inſtances, 
form to themſelves deſigns very different from thoſe 
intended by divine wiſdom. Thus it was with Cy- 
rus, who did not know God, though he ſurnamed, 

and ſtrengthened him to fabdue nations before him; 


their kingdom unto the beaſt, until the words of God 
mall be fulfilled 2. Than mu, however, there 1s not 
any thing that they leſs med itated and intended. 
rap then of the ſin and danger of acting for other 
ads than thoſe God hath required us to keep in view, 
* folicitous to attain the high honour of being 
workers together with him, let us. diligently ſtudy the 
mind of the Lord, and uniformly endeavour to ad- 
jance the great purpoſes he employs us to promote. 


9 For he ſaith, Are n ot my princes altogether 


8 
5 HR 


The king of Aſſſyria is here introduced elated with 
Wide, vainly boaſting of the greatneſs 1 0f his majeſty, 


and 


and thus it is with thoſe powers whoſe hearts God 
hath inclined to fulfil his will, and to agree, to give 


were altogether kings. Certainly that perſon is not 


© the rule which God hath diſtributed to us, a mealure} 
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and the extent of his empire. Having conquered 
various kingdoms that poſſeſſed regal power, ſuch as 
Media, Babylon, and Syria, he divided them into 
provinces, and committed the adminiſtration of the 
government to thoſe who were called Princes, whoiz 
office it was to preſide over the affairs of the diſtrict | 
committed to their care, under the fupreme authority | 
of the Aſſyrian monarch, who was therefore called the 
Great King. Ot theſe princes he boaſts, that they } 


altogether a king, who hath an earthly luperior, ta 
whom he is obliged to fubmit, and to whom he 1s | 
amenable for his conduct. If then the princes, of 
whom the Aſſyrian exultingly ſpeaks, were obliged to Wi ' 
obey him, and to render an account of their admini- Wl | 
ſtration when required, it is obvious that he fooliihly ! 


attributed too much to them, and magniſied their. 


grandeur far beyond the truth. Thus it often hap- 
pens to proud ambitious men, when extolling their 
imaginary greatneſs, they diſcover the moſt ridiculous l 
vanity, and | fall into dow nright abſurdities. By the 
initance before us, you ought to be warned to avoid 
extravagant oſtentatious boalting, which cannot pol: 
ſibly ſerve any good purpole, remembering, that he 
that is lifted up, his foul is not upright in him. They 
who ſpeak highly of themſelves, commonly think 
themſelves to be much higher than indeed they are. 

Let us adopt the wile refolution of the apoſtle Paul, 
which is thus expreſſed: We will not boult of things 
* without meaſure, but according to the meaſure of 


© to reach even unto you “*. 


ind 

9 V not Calno, as Carchemiſh? zs not Ha- 7 
math, as Arpad? 1s not Samaria, as Damaſcus. ter. 
oh 4 

WC 1 

In this verſe, the Aſſyrian glories in the great fue. 5 

| : 4 


cels that had attended his arms in his var ious martial 


2 0 2 
© - or. X. 13. 5 
a IT : enterpiiles, 


* 
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4 enterpriſes. None of the cities againſt which he 
s bad directed his arms, had been able to reſiſt the 

o Wl forces ſent againſt them; but all of them had yielded 
Wk to his victorious armies, ſome of which are here men- 
, WH tioned. Calno was a very ancient city, probably 
+ WT built in the days of Nimrod, the mighty hunter, near 
iy MW © te river Tigris, to the eaſtward of Babel *.” 
„ Carchemiſh was a town built on the Euphrates, not 
ever from which Pharaoh-necho, king of Egypt, fought 
of ich the king of Aſſyria, when Joſtah, king of Judah, 

tea Vas Cain in battle +. In ancient times, Hamath Was 
is a famous city, poſſeſſed by the poſterity of Canaan, 
of hing to the weſtward of Damaſcus, near the bounda- 
o nes of the land of Canaan, and frequently mentioned 
ni. in the Old Teſtament. Arpad was probably a city 


fly to the northward of Damaſcus : it was like Hamath, 
cir a royal city, and once belonged to Syria, whoſe n 


ap- | bitants were confounded at the Afyrian invaſion 1, 
cir WT oamaria and Damaſcus having been already repeated- 
218 ly mentioned in this prophecy, I ſhall not here add 


the ay thing to what I have formerly ſaid of them. 
did Theſe cities the king of Aſſyria had conquered, and 


\of. placed them nearly on a level with reſpect to the pri- 
be ileges they were allowed to enjoy, as is plainly 1 inti- 
ler mated in the words before us, ON Which 1t 1s unne- 


ink Wl «ary to lay any thing farther. 


ul, 10 As my hand hath found the kingdoms of 
ni fi idols, and whole graven images did excel 
et them of Jeruſalem and of Samaraa : 


11 Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria 
ind her idols, {0 do to Jeruſalem and her idols? 


The haughty Aſfyrian monarch expreſſes, in theſe 
rerics, his proud contempt of the God of Ifrael, by 
Fic tavour of whoſe pr ovidence he was exalted to the 
one of Aſſyria.—— The kingdoms of the idols, of 


See Gen. x. 10. 2 Chron. XXXV. 20. ef ſeg. I Jer. xlix. 
which 
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ſervice. In the ſtyle of ſcripture, an idol is nothing 
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which he here ſpeaks, were the nations who imagined | 
that they were indebted to them for proteQion and 
defence, and who were devoted to their worſhip and 


in the world, and conſequently is no god. In ally. | 
ſion to this deſcription of the Heathen deities, the ſa- 
cred poet thus invites us to fing unto Jehovah : The 
© Lord is great, and greatly to be praifed : he is tobe 
« feared above all gods. For all the gods of the na- 
tions are idols: but the Lord made the heavens *. 
They are not what their deluded votaries ſuppoſe | 
them to be, nor are they at all poſſeſſed of thoſe qua. 
lities which are vainly aſcribed to them by thoſe who 
do them homage, Of theſe idolatrous nations the 
king of Aſſyria boaſts, that his hand had found them. e 
He laid hold of them as a prey to his unbounded am. MF :- -< 


bition and rapacity : by his victorious arms he obtain- 94% 
ed over them complete conqueſt, and rendered them oY 
provinces of his extenſive empire. On compariſon, 
it appeared to him, that the graven images of theſe 5 
nations far excelled, in value, ſculpture, and magnifi. the! 
cence, thoſe of Samaria and Jeruſalem. You are ſur- 0 
priſed at the compariſon. Indeed it is truly aſtoniſh- the 1 
ing to hear, that, notwithſtanding the many ſtrict pro- ta, 
hibitions which the true God delivered to his people | 
Iſrael againſt every ſpecies of 1dolatry, there were Ih 
among them graven images. As 1dolatry was for- n the 
bidden the Iſraelites under the ſevereſt penalties, it Loud 
was for moſt part ſecretly committed; and, therefore, vidor 
as may naturally be ſuppoſed, - their images were not marke 
ſo elegant and coſtly as were thoſe made by the peopſq; firmed 
among whom idolatry was publicly authorized 21g ale 
practiſed. 8 | Olery, 
Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria ard H Vit © 
idols, fo do to Jeruſalem and her idols? The vaunting ns all 
monarch here animates himſelf to proceed in hol 4 ex: 
attempts againſt Judea, by the ſucceſs that attendeq; * 5 
IE cle Tt 
hole 5 


* Pal, xcvi. 4, 5. 
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his arms when directed againſt other nations. The - 
anguage is fimilar to that uſed by the meſſenger ſent 
0 Hezekiah, king of Judah, whoſe words are record- 
ed, 2 Kings xix. 11, 12, 13. By ſpeaking in this in- 
olent manner, this proud ambitious prince vilified 
and blaſphemed the true God, who was worſhipped 
it Jeruſalem, as the king of Judah acknowledged in 
his prayer, after he received the meſſage above refer- 
ted to. By this daring conduct, which he purſued in 
open defiance of the omnipotent Jehovah, he expoſed 
limſelf to the divine vengeance, which afterward fell 
with a cruſhing weight upon his guilty head. 
God, my brethren, may paſs over many fins of igno- 
rance and weakneſs, which men daily commit ; "but 
when they preſume to profane his great name, and to 
nfult his glorious majeſty, they ſhall not eſcape his 
tighteous judgment. 


12 Wherefore it ſhail come to pals, hat when 
de Lord hath performed his whole work upon 
mount Zion, and on Jeruſalem, I Will | ry 
Ml thc fruit of the ſtout heart of the king of Aſſy- 
ta, and the glory of his high looks. 


ehe prophet now foretels the certain puniſhment 
Jl © the king of Aſſyria, whole enormous crimes calied 
t 2 for vengeance.—.— The time which infinite 
viſdom had fixed for abaſing the pride of Aſſyria is 
mrked by theſe words: When the Lord hath per- 
ed bis whole work upon mount Zion, and on Ye- 
hen. This expreſſion, as the learned Vitringa 
Olerves, mult be underſtood not abſolutely, but 
Wit conſiderable reſtrictions ; not as comprehend- 
ing all the works of judgment which God was about 
b execute upon Zion and Jeruſalem for their 
ins, and the great work of redemption which was 
lere to be conſummated in the laſt days, but the 
hole work of God which was immediately to pre- 
ede and introduce the fall of the Ailyrian empire. 


This 


586 


This limited ſenſe of the words is quite conſiſtent with 
the rules neceſſary to be obſerved in the interpreta. | 
tion of the prophetic ſcriptures, in which the, begin- 
ning and the completion of the work of God, which | 
is always perfect, are indiſſolubly connected, and a } 
part is often ſubſtituted to expreſs the whole. In this | 
manner the words of Jeſus Chriſt may be explained, 
which you read, Matth. xxiv. 34. Verily I ſay unto | 
© you, This generation ſhall not paſs, till all theſe | 


things be fulfilled;' where he affirms, that ſeeing 


the predictions he had delivered begun to be accom- | 
plithed, was in effect beholding their full completion. 
Agreeable to this remark, the judgments executed by | 
Sennacherib upon the poſterity of Ifracl, on the one 
hand, may be viewed as the certain prelude of all the 
calamities afterward inflicted upon them by the kings 

of Aſſyria; and, on the other, the ſfaughter of Sen- 
nacherib's army may be conſidered as introductory to 
the fall and deſtruction of the Aſſyrian empire. Ac-f 
cording to this principle, the import of the words be- 
fore us is ſhortly this: After God hath ſeverely cha- 

ſtencd his people with the rod of his anger, for their 


hypocriiy and wickedneſs, which was the beginning 
of the work of judgment, which he afterward com4 
pleted by the Romans, he would then puniih thq 
intolerable pride and blaſphemy of the Aſtyrian 
monarch. = | | 
Jill puniſh the fruit of the ſtout heart of the king 
of Aſſjria, and the glory of his high looks. The ſtoul 
heart here threatened is entirely different from trug 
magnanimity or greatneſs of mind, ariſing iron 
good principles, and accompanied with other virtues 
which excites to the moſt laudable and renowned ac 
tions. It is an odious ſtubborn difpoſition, which act 
in direct contrariety to lowlineſs of mind and pover'y 
of ſpirit, whereby people are inclined to think mode! 
ly of their abilities and performances: it proceeds iro 
pride, is ſtrengthened by external grandeur and dig 
nity, and diſcovered by vain ſclf-conceit, and fool | 
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boaſting of paſt exertions and ſucceſſes, and future in- 
tended enterpriſes. The fruit of the king of Aſſyria's 
tout heart, was a daring expedition againſt Jeruſalem, 
undertaken in proud contempt of the true God, and 
accompanied with blaſphemous inſults, repeatedly of- 
fered to the Moſt High over all the earth. The 
glory of his high looks ſignificantly expreſſes the ſelf- 
uficiency, the vain glory, and the ſupercilious dif- 
lin wherewith he treated his inferiors, which were 
moſt conſpicuous in the countenance and conduct of 
the Aſſyrian prince. The Lord, therefore, who hateth 
1proud look, declares, that he was determined to pu- 
nil} his arrogance; who was among the chief of the 
reneration of thoſe concerning whom Agur thus 
peaks: How lofty are their eyes! and their eye-lids 
dare lifted up“. The fulfilment of this predic- 
ton you may read in the thirty-ſeventh chapter of 
this prophecy, 36th and following verſes.— Thus 
ve ſee the proverb verified, which ſaith, Pride goeth 
before deſtruction, and a haughty ſpirit before a 
„fall f.“ Righteous vengeance belongeth unto the 
Lord, who never fails to puniſh the pride and haugh- 
ineſs of men in the moſt proper ſeaſon. After the 
prince of Tyrus was lifted up, God ſent ſtrangers 
won him, to bring him down to the pit f: when the 
heart of Edom was become proud, the Lord threw 
lm down || : and when the heart of the king of Aſſy- 
in had waxed ſtout, the Lord declared he would pu- 
ih the glory of his high looks. Let us then, with 
Nebuchadnezzar, after his experience of this truth, 
nd reſtoration to his kingdom, * praiſe, extol, and 
' tonour the King of heaven, all whoſe works are 
ruth, and his ways judgment; and thoſe that walk 
un pride he is able to abaſe $.” 


3 For he faith, By the ſtrength of my hand 


have done it, and by my wiſdom; for I am 


Prov. xxx. 13. + Prov. xvi. 18. 4 Exek. xxviii. 6, 7, 8. 
bad. 3, 4. $ Dan. iv. 37. 
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prudent: and I have removed the bounds off 
the people, and have robbed their treaſures, and 
I have put down the inhabitants like a valiantÞ 


Hd, 


This and the following verſe contain the illuſtra. 
tion and proof of what hath been already ſaid re. 
ſpecting the king of Aflyria, of whoſe arrogancy and! 
To his! 
own ſtrength, wiſdom, and prudence, and not to God, 
whom he refuſed to acknowledge, he inſolently aſcribes] 
all his great exploits, the proſperity that attended his 
martial enterpriſes, the victories of his armies, thel 
grandeur and extent of his empire. To the ſtrength] 
and valour of his troops, to his political wifdom and! 
diſcernment, to his diſcretion and prudence, he attri. 


vain glory a farther deſcription is given. 


butes the honour and glory of all the defrred ſuccels 


that crowned his military operations, which corre- 
ſponded with his higheſt expectations. To theſe! 


cauſes he preſumptuoully aſſigns the following effects 
I have removed the bounds] 


of power and conquelt : 
of the people. The people here intended were, I ſup- 


poſe, thoſe who belonged to the Aſſyrian empire, and} 
to the ſevere] neighbouring nations with whom the 


Aſſyrian monarch had ſucceſsfully contended in battle. 
The boundaries of his own dominions he had greatly] 
enlarged by conqueſt, and extended his ſovereignty 
over great part of the earth; and thus the limits off 
other nations were much changed and contracted. 
And have robbed their treaſures. The treaſures of the 
people ſpoken of, comprehended their liberty anc 
property, their filver and gold, and other valuable 
elfects, which they moſt eſteemed, and gave up with 
the greateſt reluctance. "Theſe treaſures he vauntingl 
boalts that he had robbed, cither by concealed fraud 
and ſecret deceit, under the pretext of acting with 
juſtice and equity, or by open force and violence, con 
ſuming, ſpoiling, and deſtroying all that lay willig 
lis reach, And I have put down the inhabitants (i 
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1 valiant nan. The inhabitants of the different ſtates 


which the king of Aﬀyria had conquered, he deprived 


of their former importance, with the prerogatives they 
had enjoyed, and reduced them to an abject and def- 
cable condition. Acting in this arbitrary manner, 
1 vainly compares himſelf to a valiant man, a ſtrong 
courageous perſon, who, according to his pleaſure, 
lipoles of thoſe who are weak, and unable to make 
ay effectual reſiſtance. From th. ſtriking inſtance 
of pride, ſelf-conceit, and contempt of God, here re- 
corded for our inſtruction, let us beware of vainly at- 
tibuting our ſucceſſes to our own abilities, and ne- 
dlecting to acknowledge the ſupreme Diſpoſer of all 
erents, leſt we daſh upon that dangerous rock which 
proved the ruin of the Aſſyrian. The prophet Habak- 
kuk ſpeaks of thoſe whole portion is fat, and their 
meat plenteous, who ſacrificed to their own net, and 
burnt incenſe to their own drag. They aſcribed the 
honour and praiſe of all their affluence and enjoy- 
ments to ſecond cauſes, and thus put them in the 
place of God. Aware of the fin and folly of ſuch 
conduct, give unto the Lord glory and itrength : 
give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name “. 


11 And my hand hath found as a neſt the 
nches of the people: and as one gathereth eggs 
at are left, have I gathered all the earth, and 
ere was none that moved the wing, or opened 
tne mouth, or peeped. 


The king of Aſſyria is here repreſented as glorying 
m another diſplay of his ſtrength and wiſdom. 
Ih: metaphor employed in this deſcription 18 ſimple 
ad beautiful, and alludes to the well-known practice 
o birds, who having depoſited their eggs in their neſts, 
with the i itmoſt attention and diligence, take care for 
tur ſafety ; if, through fear of being catched, they 


* Plal. xcvi. 7, &. 
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are obliged to leave them, and quit their neſts, they 
flee about, moving their wings, and peeping, in this WM con. 
manner expreſing ſomewhat reſembling grief anc n. 
concern for the loſs they are obliged to ſuſtain. BY cond 
this figurative language, the great ſucceſs that attend. WM {nc 
ed the Aſſyrian monarch, in collecting, with the ut- ich. 
moſt avidity, the riches of the nations he had con- WM in» 
quered, and ſubjected to his power, is ſignificantly re. | drop 
preſented. The frſt ſolicitude of this avaricious ty. hen. 
rant would be, to find out whereof their riches and expe 
treaſures conſiſted, and where they were laid up: WW con; 
having made this diſcovery, he poſſeſſed himſelf of WM tigh! 
them by fraud or extortion, by grievous impoſitions pract 
and exorbitant taxes, that he might employ them in 


gratifying his covetous defires, and vain glorious de. WM ; ; 


ſigns. Theſe acts of injuſtice and rapacity reached lee 
not only to the people of ſome few countries which NA, 
were ſituated in his neighbourhood, but, it we believe M. 
this vaunting prince, to all the earth, where his con- 
queſts had extended far and wide. By this inſatiable] 
covetouſneſs and cruelty, he would au doubt oblige WU W 
many of the inhabitanis to deſert their habitations, Th 
and flee away to other countries: whilſt he counter- 5 
acted the great ends of good government, inſtead of 
being a father to the people under his dominion, and 
acting toward them with moderation and equity, he 
deprived them of their liberty, eſtates, and poſſeſ. 
ſions, and obliged them to ſubmit to the greatck 
hardſhips. Such, however, was the power of this 
great prince, or rather oppreſſive tyrant, that none of 
thoſe whom he ſpoiled of their wealth durſt reſiſt his 
power, defend themſelves or their property from his 
encroachments, or complain of the injuſtice and 
hardſhips which they ſuffered. Senſible of their own 
inability to oppoſe force to force, and overwhelmed 
with the dread of ſtill greater evils than thoſe which 
they felt, they quietly, though reluctantly, ſubmitted 
to that oppreſſion which they could not avoid. 
The character of Sennacherib, king of Afyria, is here 
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ultly delineated, in fo far as we can judge from other 
concurring teſtimonies of ſcripture and ancient hiſto. 
7, which attribute to him the pride, rapacity, and 
conqueſt whereof he now boaſts. You who are 
nd of amaſſing wealth, beware of increaſing your 
iches by fraud, injuſtice, and extortion, and of add- 
ug to your own poſſeſſions by encroaching on the 
woperty of other people. To augment your enjoy- 
nents, and to gratify your avarice and vanity, at the 
expence of others, eſpecially of thoſe who dare not 
complain of your conduct, 1s not only iniquitous, but 
hiohly criminal in a peaſant as well as a prince, and a 


A. 0 


practice always dangerous in the extreme. | 


15 Shall the axe boaſt itſelf againſt him that 
teeth therewith ?. or thall the faw magnify it- 
{if againſt him that ſhaketh it? as if the rod 
hould ſhake 27/elF againſt them that lift it up, 
us if the ſtaff ſhould lift up , as if it were 


The prophet, in this verſe, ſhews the abſurdity of 
lie ſentiments above delivered, and reprehends the 
me of the Afyrian monarch by two apt fimili- 
aces, in which he again reminds him of his entire de- 
ſendence upon God, and that he acted continually un- 
ter his direction and control. The haughty prince 
binformed, that his vain glory was no leſs abſurd than 
the axe, with which the proprietor or tradeſman 
ats down and ſquares the timber, ſhould vaunt- 
boly boaſt, that it, and not the artificer by whom it 
Ms uſed, performed the work, for executing which 
vas employed as an inſtrument. That his ſelt- 
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1 Wo tance and ſelf. conceit were as ridiculous as if the 110 
oled in cutting wood (ſuppoſing it endowed with 1 
4 e faculty of ſpeech), ſhould preſumptuouſly magnify 40600 
en powers, and ſet at nought the workman, NI 
10 oſe kill and ability gave it the direction and force N 
„aablcd it to perform the purpoſes to which it i 
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was applied. That ſpeaking and acting in the f 
manner he had done were as inconſiſtent with the de- 
pendent condition of a creature, as if the rod or ſtaff, du 
that is no more than a bit of wood, deſtitute of life | all 
and activity, ſhould be ſuppoſed to lift up itſelf againit MY © 
the perſon who moved it, and to reſiſt that agency, Ml *** 
without which it could do nothing. What inſtruc. MI 
tions are theſe ſimilitudes deſigned to inculcate?$ a 
They clearly teach, that nothing can be more impious] 205 
and abſurd than that men, however eminent their te, 
ſtation, and great their power, aſcribe to themſelves, and 
independent of God, the direction and government dug 
of the affairs of this world. The inviſible things of d 
God, even his eternal power and Godhead, are as at 
conſpicuous in the things that are done, as in the rd 
things that are made. True, indeed, God is pleaſed En 
to uſe inſtruments for executing his purpoſes, not be4 25 . 
cauſe he cannot, with equal eaſe and ſucceſs, work lead, 
without them; but that, by their means, he ma 42 
more illuſtrioully diſplay his own glory, that he ma. 
employ every creature in his ſervice, and diſpoſe o Im 
it according to his pleaſure.-——They plainly inform 
us, that the king of Aſſyria entirely depended upoi 7 97 
God in all his motions and enterpriſes, notwichſtandi.““ 
ing he was inſenſible of this dependence, All thy aved | 
powers he poſſeſſed, of deliberating upon public al 16 
fairs, of forming plans of operation, and carrying 1. 4 
them into execution, proceeded from God, witho er 5 
whom he could do nothing; and who, when h 05 Hy 
pleaſed, could have deprived him of his abilitiegſ"2 
The exerciſe of all his faculties were fo limited au la ui 
circumſcribed by divine providence, that he cou iued 4 
not do more or leſs, or act otherwiſe, than to fu cnted 
the counſel of the Moſt High. This docirine WW. 


ly. 
rd, th ( 


? 


Ms 
M and t 


founded upon ſcripture, where we are taught, th 
the great Lord of the univerſe, though infinitely hol 
in all his operations, ſo preſides over the actions 
men, that nothing can happen contrary to his decre 


op . o Y — {ty 
and that even their criminal conduct he renders i 
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ſervient to the purpoſes whereby his own glory is 
manifeſted. OF this truth a remarkable proof is ad- 
quced by the apoſtle Peter, who affirms, that the cru- 
afixion of Jeſus Chriſt, by wicked hands, was by the 
leterminate counſel and foreknowledge of God“. I 
attempt not to explain the manner of the divine ope- 
ration, nor to ſhew the conſiſtency of this doctrine 
with the perfect purity and rectitude of Jehovah, 
aich is perhaps too profound a ſubject to be inveſti- 
WH cated by human underſtanding in its preſent enfeebled 
ad corrupted ſtate; and, therefore, this matter 
WW ought always to be treated with the greateſt modeſty 
ad delicacy. What is man, in his beſt eſtate, 
ut he ſhould be proud and vain glorious? Whatever 
"MW ;crogatives we enjoy, it becomes us often to re- 
nember, and humbly to acknowledge, that we are 
(uſt and aſhes, a ſhadow, a vapour, a flower in the 


in the hand of God, we are no more than the axe and 
lie faw in the hand of the artificer. Deeply con- 
inced that all the gifts and powers with which we 
"Wc furniſhed proceed from God, let us beware of em- 
Wjojing them as weapons of rebellion againſt him, 
ad of becoming proud and vain of what we have re- 
ved from him. | 


16 Thereſore ſhall the Lord, the LORD of 
lots, fend among his fat ones leanneſs, and un- 
ker his glory he ſhall Kindle a burning like the 
buning of a fire. 


lg this and the following verſes, the puniſhment 
ted at in the 12th verſe is more particularly re- 
reſented, which God determined to inflict upon the 
Ayrian monarch, on account of his pride and rapa- 
%. The author of the following judgments is the 
rd, the Lord of hoſts, who is holy in all his ways, 
Wand true in all his works; who, by the fulfilment 
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V 
of this prediction, was to afford an eminent diſpiayf 
of his majeſty, omnipotence, and tender care of hig , 
people. The inſtruments of divine vengeance being MI ., 
frequently viſible and felt, we are too apt to neglet MI .; 
to inquire into the cauſes from which it proceeds, to Fer 
. overlook the appointment of the Lord of hoſts, to l 
diſquiet ourſelves, and to fret againſt thoſe who have 1 
been the means of our puniſhment ; and, therefore, A | 
the ſcripture often leads up our thoughts to him who 11 
correcteth the nations. Let us attend to the various 10 
inſtructive emblems by which our prophet deſcribes = 
_ the judgments to be executed upon Aſſyria. The fir 115 i 
metaphor is taken from a conſumption, which waſtes "op 
the fleſh and fatneſs, and impairs the beauty and 25 
vigour of health and proſperity. By the fat ones of * 
the king of Aſſyria, may be meant his numerous ire 
well-diſciplined, ſtout, good-looking ſoldiers, who **% 
were much admired by thoſe who beheld them o "ih 
account of their appearance: or by them might bg F. | 
intended his nobles, governors, and chief officers wah 
with other great men who were his attendants 0 
Among theſe God declares he would ſend leanneſs 2 
which being often the effect of diſtreſs, is accompa © s 
nied with great weakneſs, and a mean appearance * 
The expreſfion may denote, that the Aſſyrian arm 75 
was to be deprived of its beſt troops by a ſudde he 4; 
mortal diſtemper, which was to make fad ravage 2 
among the principal officers, whilſt thoſe who re 
mained were to look ill, pale, and lean. A predig * L 
tion very ſimilar to this was afterward delivered h 1. 3 
the prophet Zephaniah, againſt the children of Moa eh. 
and Ammon, who reproached the people of G0 84 
and magnified themſelves againſt them: © This ſh bk I 
they have for their pride, becauſe they have : 4 


« proached and magnified themſelves againſt 
people of the Lord of hoſts. The Lord will | 
© terrible unto them: for he will famiſh all the go 
of the earth “*. 


Inoſt re 


| * Gen, 
| 2 Kine 


* Zeph. ii. 10, 11. 


And under his glory he ſhall kindle a burning like 
the burning of a fire. The metaphor here uſed alludes 
to the fire, which, in a very ſhort time, reduces to 
anes the combuſtible matter that lies within its reach. 
Fire is frequently mentioned in ſcripture, as the in- 

bument which God employs in executing righteous 
Wl indoment upon finners. The Lord rained upon So- 
Lom, and Gomorrah, brimſtone and fire from the 
lord out of heaven“. Among the wonderful plagues 
ent upon the Egyptians, was fire mingled with hail 4. 
hen the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt the 
WT lirzclites, on account of their murmuring, we read, 
that the fire of the Lord burnt among them, and 
conſumed them who were in the uttermoſt parts of 
the camp}. At the requeſt of the prophet Elijah, 
fre came down from heaven, and conſumed the cap- 
tan, and his fifry men, that were ſent to apprehend 
him ||. In theſe and other inſtances, the fire ſpoken 
of was extraordinary and miraculous, as was that 
which is threatened to conſume the glory of Aſſyria, 
conſiſting in the well-furniſhed powerful army of 
that empire, which conſtituted its ſtrength and de- 
fence. Under this glory the Lord was to Kindle a 
burning, whereby it ſhould ſuddenly and irreſiſtibly 


lie accompliſhment, which you read, 2 Kings xix. 
5, et ſeq. is ealy to be underſtood, and therefore 
requires little illuſtration. By this fire, Sennache- 
nb, king of Aſſyria, loſt, in one night, of his 
Wat army lying before Jeruſalem, one hundred and 
aghty-five thouſand men; after which, with the re- 
minder, he was obliged to return to his own coun- 
ty, where not long after he was put to death by his 
lms. In this manner was the prediction before us 
Wit remarkably verified; and the event is record- 


Gen. xix. 24. + Exod. ix. 23, 24. f Numb. xi. I. et ſeg. 
| 2 Kings i. 10. | 
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be devoured. The prophecy, when compared with 
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* 

ed for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the 1: 
world are come. | ; an 
ie 

17 And the light of Iſrael ſhall be for a ſire, Ml jr 
and his holy One for a flame: and it ſhall burn pe. 
and devour his thorns and his briers in one day. 8 
| 0 
The judgment threatened in the preceding verſe i cla 

in theſe words farther deſcribed and explained. — , : 
ſuppoſe the Son of God, the Angel of the divine l½½ 
preſence, to whom is committed the adminiſtration ou 
of all the affairs relative to the church of God, is the 
the Perſon intended by the light of Iſrael, and his ho- Hole 
Iy One. This character juſtly belongs to him whois fam 
light, and in whom is no darkneſs at all; who is the vith 
true light, prefigured by the typical lamps hung out o 
to alleviate the darkneſs of the former diſpenſation; bore, 
and who, by this deſignation, is diſtinguithed from cartt 
thoſe dangerous falſe lights that have appeared in th and : 
world. He is the light of the world, who ipake na vit 
tural light into exiſtence, who lighted up all the great is i 
luminaries of heaven, and enlighteneth every man bee 
that cometh into the world with the light of reaſoni fre a 
and underſtanding. This defcription may have a ſpeW icnce 
cial reference to the very couſpicuous part which thy ments 
illuſtrious Perſon acted toward Irae!, when he con © tim: 
ducted them out of Egypt, through the wilderneſs, to up 1 
ward the promiſed land of reſt. By a pillar of fre On th 
he illuminated their camp, and directed tueir marche One 
through the deſert, during the darkneſs of the night WM fame. 
and afforded them all that typical light which the #pea: 
enjoyed from the inſtitutions of the law. Eſpecial *, v 
is he the light of Iſracl, as he enlightens them with tte glo 
the knowledge of the truths and ways of God; al ow a 
whillt he conſumes their enemies; he purifies then would 
{rom corruption to be a peculiar people, zealous te an 


. . . 1 
good works. With equal propriety is the Son 08 at u. 
God called his holy One. In his divine nature, he! 
glorious in holineſs ; in his human nature, he 1s _ 
© harmlc3 
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harmleſs, and undefiled; in all his offices, operations, 
and inſtructions, he diſplays the moſt conſummate 
righteouſneſs, rectitude, and purity ; and from him 
wroceed all thoſe beauties of holineſs with which his 
people are adorned, and in which they ſhine forth 
before men, to the glory of their heavenly Father. — 
Concerning this glorious Perfon the prophet de- 
clares, that, in the deſtruction of Aﬀyria, | 
He [hall be for a fire, and for a flame: and it ſpall 
burn and devour his thorns and briers in one day. De- 
vouring fire and flame make a terrible appearance in 
the view of ſpectators. What a dreadiul fight to be- 
hold a large ſhip of war on fire, or a great city in 
lames! Fire and flame not only {trike the beholders 
with terror, but allo give occaſion to great pain and 
agony to thoſe on whom they lay hold; and, there- 
fore, when the judgments of God were abroad on the 
earth, our prophet thus deſcribes his own condition, 
and that of his devout countrymen : As a woman 
* with child that draweth near the time of her delivery 
is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; ſo have we 
been in thy ſight, O Lord *.* To this I add, that 
fre and flame deſtroy all that lie within their reach: 
hence the royal poet thus ſpeaks of deſolating judg- 
ments: * Thou ſhalt make them as a fiery oven in the. 
time of thine anger: the Lord ſhall ſwallow them 
* up in his wrath, and the fire ſhall devour them +.” 
On theſe and fimilar accounts, the light, and holy 
Une of Iſrael is here foretold to be for a fire and 
fame. How formidable, how terrible would be his 
ppearance at the time to which this prediction re- 
ers, when his kindled wrath was quickly to conſume 
tne glory of one of the greateſt empires in the world! 
How acute the pain, how great the diſtreſs, which 
ould be felt by thoſe who were conſumed by this 
ire and flame, and how dreadful the conſumption 
lat was to attend the accompliſhment of the event. 


* Iſaiah xxvi. 17. '+ Pſal. xxi. 9. 
| here 
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Here foretold! and, therefore, with great propriety, | 
the judgment, to be executed by the Son of God, is 
expreſſed by fire and flame, which were to devour | 
the briers and thorns in one day. The Aſſyrian forces, | 
compoſed of the common people of that extenſive } 
empire, are doubtleſs intended by the figurative de. 


not 
lon 
del 
wit 
ed | 
dict 


ſcription of briers and thorns. Like theſe kinds of hid 
buſhes, they were exceeding numerous, cloſely inter- W tenc 
woven and connected with one another: none could Wl fil 
touch them, far leſs break through them, without up 
being much hurt; and, like combuſtible ſtuff, they MW vi 
were ready to be conſumed by fire and flame. So ra- tho! 
pid was to be the progreſs of divine judgment, that W coun 
they were to be devoured in one day, in a very ſhort Wil 


ipace of time, alluding probably to the ſudden over- Wl theſe 
throw of Sennacherib's army in one night. who 

© | Were 

18 And ſhall conſume the glory of his foreſt, Worerr 
and of his fruitful field, both ſoul and body: be ol 
and they ſhall be as when a ſtandard-bearer they / 
fainteth. „ tomp: 


. [on 

The dreadful progreſs of the above-mentioned de. Ned 
vouring fire and flame is here marked, and its cireful da 
effects upon Aſſyria are more fully delineated — {Wſiunts, 
The foreſt of the king of Aſſyria, the glory of which {ſi f 


anda: 
the ent 
Uſes, 

teat. 
Treſent 
ater th 
learts | 
Umay 

Witatic 
mine: 


was to be conſumed, 1s not to be literally explained, 
of the royal foreſt that contained all forts of game be- 
longing to the king ; but muſt be figuratively under- 
ſtood, either as denoting thoſe large and populous 
cities, in which were built magnificent palaces and 
temples, with other public edifices, and vaſt numbers 
of houſes, ſome of which contained the moſt eminent 
people in the empire; or rather, as ſignifying the 
principal viceroys, the richeſt nobles, the moit power- 
ful rulers, and valiant commanders, who were renown- 
ed for the dignity of their rank, the ſplendour ol 
their condition, and their courage in the time ot dan- 


ger. The glory of his fruitful field, may either de. 
| note 


195 


0 
Je WW 
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note the plentiful productions of the fertile lands be- 
bnging to Aſſyria, ſuch as corn, wine, and oil, the 
delicious fruits with which their country abounded, 
with the prodigious quantities of cattle which attend- 
ed the Aſſyrian prince at the time to which this pre- 
liction refers; or rather, thoſe ſtout young men who 
had entered into the army, or in various capacities at- 
ended it, who were the beauty and glory of the fruit- 
Wil country in which they were born and brought 
MW: Both ſoul and body. A proverbial expreſſion, 
 W vbich clearly intimates the complete deſtruction of 
hole who are here intended: the chief ſenators and 
t counſellors, with their beſt officers, who were the 
t bal whereby the nation was animated and directed; 
- Wile were to fall, with the great body of the army, 
who were to be cut off in one night. The few who 
rere to be exempted from the common calamity, 
oerwhelmed with conſternation and dread, ſhould 
de obliged precipitantly to flee for ſafety.— And 
they ſhall be as when a ftandard-bearer fainteth. The 
compariſon uſed to illuſtrate the timid, diſorderly 
WY condition of the remains of the Aſſyrian army is juſt 
ad beautiful. When the officer who bears the 
| Wiincard or enſign belonging to a regiment of ſoldiers 
- Whints, becomes feeble, languid, and dejected, through 
far, fatigue, or the wounds he hath received, and the 
landard drops to the ground, or is ſnatched away by 
e enemy, the band of union is broken, confuſion 
ues, timidity prevails, and the men make a haſty 
kireat, "Theſe circumſtances afford a ſtriking re- 
preſentation of the condition of the Aſſyrian army, 
ater the threatened judgment was executed. Their 
hearts became feeble and faint ; they were filled with 
Unay and perplexity, and fled with the greateſt pre- 
witation for ſafety, like a man when his houſe is in 
mminent danger of being conſumed by fire. | 


19 And the reſt of the trees of his foreſt ſhall 
Flew, that a child may write them. | 


So 
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So very great was to be the predicted laughter 7 


- 


among the Aſſyrian troops, which, prior to this event, %% 
were exceeding numerous, that few perſons of rank! es 
and eminence were to remain: their number ſhould .. f 


be ſo very ſmall, that a child, who hath made very 
little progreſs in arithmetic, was to be able to reckon! That 
and write them. The event exactly correſponded] Heal 
with this prophecy. The Lord of hoſts, as here! 


foretold, kindled a fire under the glory of the king, * 
of Aſſyria, which devoured the greateſt part of his ** 
army, and ſtruck with a panic the few that were left, hb” 
as you read in the hiſtory of this overthrow, recorded! 28 
2 Kings xix. 35. and following verſes. From this 4 
prediction, compared with its accompliſhment, we 3 
learn this important leſſon, That when princes become 1 
proud and haughty, however flouriſhing their condi- " b 
tion, however powerful their armies, however exten W 
ſive their dominions, and ſucceſsful their enterpriſes} Cs 
the moſt hich God will certainly abaſe and punill . 5 
them. We know the Lord is greater than all gods ﬀ --* 
for in the thing wherein they deal proudly, he 1z I - 
above them. Pharaoh king of Egypt boaſted, that "xy 
he would purſue and overtake, divide the ſpoil of II * | 
rael, and that his hand ſhould deſtroy them. What . 
followed this vaunting declaration? God did blo lle 
with his wind, the ſea covered them, and he and his if Tf 
hoſt ſunk like lead in the mighty waters. Zedek ial ; Th 
Eing of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon TAR 
and Sennacherib king of Aſſyria, with many other, 15 5 
who walked in pride, have all been humbled and laid * an 
low, by kim who reſiſteth the proud. © Be wile nou, x 
therefore, O ye kings: be inſtructed, ye judges of. 0 
© the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoic u! af 
l R wee . : | $1 ul es 
with trembling *.” And ye, my brethren, tay | b 
no more fo excceding proudly, let not arrogancil, , 5 
come out of your mouth: for the Lord is a God 0 . 
knowledge, and by him actions are weighed f. wick v 
* Pfal. ii, 10. 17. + 1 Sam. ii. 3. es 
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20 J And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, 
„% t the remnant of Ifrael, and ſuch as are 


+4 wer 


Ml c{:pcd of the houſe of Jacob, ſhall no more 
i} again Ray upon him that ſmote them: but 
| hall Ray upon the LoRD, the holy One of 
\W 1{cze!, in truth. | 

i In this and the following verſe, are deſcribed the 


happy conſequences of the awful judgment above 
WM forctold, reſpecting the [tate of the church of God. — 


After this memorable deliverance wrought for the 
; beople of God, they ſhould withdraw their dependence 
ebm human aid, and place unſuſpecting confidence 
"MW won his grace, power, and faithfulneſs, who had 
"WW nicaculoufly ſaved them from impending deſtruction. 
le ſeaſon marked out for this event is thus expreſſed: 
ud it ſpall come to paſs in that day, or in thoſe days, 
MY atter that day, in which the foregoing prediction 
"Would be fulfilled. Whether we conſider the period 
BY of time here intended, as very near to, or more re- 
„bote from the calamity it was to ſucceed, the words 


if mult be underſtood in one or other of the above 
enſes. Immediately after the deſtruction of the 
Alyrian army, the prediction before us was partially 
" fhlled in the reign of Hezekiah, when the remnant 


f 1 lirael, contemplating the wonderful interpoſition 
. chovah in their favour, would no more truſt in 
„brian for aſſiſtance, but ſtayed upon God alone, 
10 ko faved them when they were in the molt perilous 
2 rcumſtances. It received a more full completion 
ans afterward, when the New Teſtament diſpenſa- 
on commenced, at the period to which the apoftle 
a Paul exprelsly applies this paſſage, in the ninth chap- 
eee his epiſtle to the Romans, ver. 27, 28. 10 


both theſe periods, though very diſtant from each 
er, this prophecy doubtleſs refers. The former, 
Which was at no great diſtance from the time in which 
* was delivered, might chiefly engroſs the prophet's 
Wention 5 and the literal accompliſhment which it 
then 
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VI 
then received, ſerved as a ſpecimen and proof of its te 
progreſſive and more perfect completion, chiefly and ner 
ultimately intended by its divine Author. May xo: 


this prophecy be fulfilled this day, not only in your Ml thro 
ears, but in your hearts and lives, by your renouncing WM mic 
all confidence in an arm of fleſh, which expoſes to the ¶ n1nt 
curſe of God, and truſting with all your heart on the iis, 
Lord; then ſhall you never be diſappointed of your due, 
hope, nor aſhamed of your expectation of mercy, of He. 
ſeaſonable deliverance, and eternal ſalvation, —— bg. 
The ſubjects of this prophecy are thus deſcribed: Mee 

The remnant of Hracl, and juch as are eſcaped of theWin the 
houſe of Jacob. After God hath puniſhed, in perfect the h 
righteouſneſs, the enemies. of his glory and the feli- Hug c. 
city of his people, he always referves to himſelf aj nents 


remnant, who, having eſcaped abounding iniquity and be co: 
deſolating judgments, place their truſt in him, andi war. 
return unto him. In that day, at the time his juſtice ep 
unithed the Egyptians, his mercy was extended un- His, 
to Iſrael. When the idolatrous worſhip of Baal pre- and v 
vailed through the land of Iſrael, God was pleaſed to is.— 
reſerve to himſelf a remnant of ſeven thouſand, who 7: 
bowed not the knee to that idol. After the AﬀyriangM: - 
were overthrown, the houſe of Jacob eſcaped. Ai Irae!, 
ter the Medes and Perſians laid Babylon and her; » 
land deſolate, In thoſe days, and at that time, ſaithjriins 
© the Lord, the children of Ifrael ſhall come, they andMnore t. 
© the children of Judah together, and ſeek the LoryMince. 
their God: they ſhall aſk the way to Zion with thence | 
faces thitherward *.“ After the commencemenr o, 4 
the New Teſtament diſpenſation, and the enemies H (i; 2: 
the Son of God were overwhelmed by deſolatingM ou 0 
calamities, a remnant, a few remaining of a great, 
number, were ſaved, as the apoſtle Paul declares, ide 
the paſſage above mentioned: Though the num" Cc. 
per of the children of Ifrael be as the fand of the 


© {:3, a remnant ſhall be ſaved 4.* In the execution , 


* Jer. L te + Rom. 1x. 27. 
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he molt terrible judgments, God always remembers 
mercy Amidſt the deſtruction of the old world, 
Noah and his family were ſaved: amidſt the over- 
throw of Sodom, Lot and his family were delivered : 
midit the unbelieving, impenitent Uraelites, a rem- 
nant was to ſtay upon God. The apoſtle of the Gen- 
ies, ſpeaking of this ſubject, affirms, That this reſi- 
lle, which God reſerves, proceeds from the election 
i grace, the ſovereign good pleaſure of God; and if 
or grace, then it 18 no more of works, otherwiſe 
eis no more grace. The perſons ſpoken of 
In this verſe, are likewiſe deſcribed as the eſcaped of 
de houſe of Jacob, who happily avoiding the prevail- 
MW its corruptions of the times, and the deſolating judg- 
agents whereby their enemies were deſtroyed, ſhould 
be conſidered as a firebrand plucked out of the fire *. 
bare of the imminent danger to which they were 
0 . ed, through abounding infidelity and wicked- 
as, they cautiouſly ſhunned the general contagion, 
® were ſafely preſerved from deſolating calami- 
is Concerning ſuch it 1s foretold, 
They ſhall no more again /tay upon him that [mote 
ten : but ſpall tay upon the Lord, the Holy One of 


ll of leaning upon a ſtay which, inſtead of ſup- 
ring, had fmitten them, they were to truſt no 
ore to the power of Aſſyria for aſſiſtance and de- 
knce, In this condition, they ſhould adopt the lan- 
age recorded Hoſea xiv. 3. Aſhur ſhall not fave 
0 ns we will not ride upon horſes, neither will we 

of ©} any more to the work of our hands, Ye are 
our gods: for in thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy.” 

lleartily Tenouncing all vain ſuperſtitious confidences, 
ad ul dependence on confederacy with the enemies 
i God, for which Ahaz and his people were diſtreſſ. 

a, al! their hopes of deliverance and ſafety ſhould be 
bun-led pon God. Truly in vain is ialvation hoped 


* Amos iv. II. 


3 G for 


rael, in truth. Being « convir ced of the extreme 
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« for from the hills, and the multitude of mountains: 
truly in the Lord our God is the falvation ol Wer 
* Wracl*.”* This remnant was no longer to depend rot 
upon foreign connections, national riches, or ſuper- furn 
{titious devotions, for public or private ſafety; but tof i 
truſt in the Lord, that he might remove the evils they titu 
felt or feared, ind ſeaſonably to confer upon them allf Ihe 
the bleſſings lied ts their circumſtances, firmly per- C 
ſaaded of his intimate acquaintance with their neceſſi- UAC 
tics, of his faithfulneſs in performing his promiſes, off 


his tender compaſſion and infinite ability to aſſiſt and 


deliver. In this manner ſhould the remnant of IiraclM Nee 
{tay upon their holy One, in truth and fincerityg al! 
without diſſimula tion; not merely in pretence or prog nitiv 

fellion, but in reality. The expreſſion denoteg and 
_ uprightneſs and integrity, in oppoſition to all guild ang. 
and hypocriſy, either in principle or deſign, and thigh * l 
ſincerity verified by a correſponding converſation and **? . 
conduct. Permit me to recommend to you, my dane 
friends, this humble dependence upon God, which is axing 
at once your indiſpenſable duty and real felicity. Truſi fine! 
in him at all times, ye people. Bleſſed is the may tle de 
who truſteth in the Lord. Though you may nof hing 
poſleſs the accompliſhments, and enjoy the advantages in, ar 
of ſome others of your brethren, yet, by ſtaying upon nat, 
God, you ſhall have inward peace and comtort ; and 0 1 
in every condition, he will be your 1upport, u“ him 
will never fail you. If your burdens are hey en 
vou are required to calt them upon the Lorq ne 
who will ſultain them. In the greateſt dangers, vo ate 
may make a ſafe retreat; when you hear evil tiding proſpec 
you ſhall not be afraid; and when others are aha chürage 
ed of their confidence, you thall never be confound ' nds | 
ed. Stay then upon the holy One of Lfrael, in truly: mig 
and fncerity.- tacle th 
; lquitie 

21 SET remnant {hall return, even the ren " all 

ad do 


It 01 t Jac unto the mighty God. 


Ws Of th 


*. Jer. 111. 23. 
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The perſons primarily intended in this prediction, 
were the. remnant which God reſerved to himſelf 
from among the natural polterity of Jacob, who was 
furnamed lirael, typical of all thoſe who formed the 
temnant according to the election of grace, and con- 
ſtitute the ſpiritual poſterity of that great patriarch. — 
The expreſſion may comprehend all the choſen of 
God, in every age, and of every nation, even all 

lracl who ſhall be ſaved; who, renouncing confi- 
ence in human aid, depend upon the kind provi- 


VER, 21. 


lence and faithful promiſes of their holy One, for 
protection and deliverance from all evil. All theſe 


ſhall return unto the mighty God. Man, in his pri- 
mitive ſtate, was admitted into the divine preſence, 
aud enjoyed intimate communion with God: his 


vas his rule, his glory was his aim, and his approba- 
tion the joy of his heart. Being in honour, however, 
nan continued not long in this happy ſtate ; but, for- 
axing the fountain of living water, he hewed out to 
limſelf broken ciſterns that could hold no water. 
He departed from God, and turned aſide to go after 
hing vanities. Notwithſtanding their ingratitude, 
in, and Jolly, ſuch are the tender mercics of God, 
nat, having opened a new and living way of acceſs 
into his preſence, he graciouſly invites men to return 
o him from whom they deeply revolted, that iniquity 
my not prove their ruin; he directs in what 
nanner this exerciſe ought to be performed ; and 
mates to this neceſlary duty, by the molt reviving 
Noipects, and gracious aſſurances, And that no en- 
curagement may be wanting, he declares, in the 
rds before us, that a remnant ſhall return to 
ie a God, who can cally remove every ob- 
cle that lies in the w ay; wio can ſubdue all our 
liquities, vanquiſh our ſpiritual enemies, ſtrengthen 
mth all might in the inner man for his ſervice, 
a do excceding abundantly above what we can 
Ws or think. — 0 mult ackno wledge, that, with 
others, 


mage was his glory, his favour was his life, his will 
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others, you have gone far from God, that your! 
minds have been alienated from him, that you have | 
not ſought his favour, that you have not kept his! 
commands, that you have not gratefully acknoy. f 
ledged his mercies, nor properly eſteemed his fal- 
vation. What iniquity have you found in God! 
that you have gone thus far from him *? Ts not he! 


infinitely amiable, and perfectly good? Did he ever e 
falſify to you my OL we promiſes? did he ever deiude e 
you with vain hopes: did he ever treat you with fe. lo 
verity and rigour ? did he ever enjoin you any unjuſt } 
commands? did he ever fail to be the fource of per- | 2 
manent ſatis faction and joy? and hath not all his dil. WW fand 


penfations been marked with contummate goodnels WM urn 


and benignity ? Could you ever diſcover any ble- WM «+1. 
mith or deficiency in the Moſt Iligh, any thing tha: MW 
could in reaſon juſtify you in forfaking him? If In 
you cannot plead lufſficient grounds why you have de- nent 
parted from the Almighty, permit me, though I eur 
ſhould deviate a little from the plan of theſe Lectures, Houle 
to requeſt you to return to the Lord. If you cannot WM crc 
excuſe your ſin and folly in departing from him, lis w 
ſurely you cannot have any good reafon for refuſing WM t the 
to return to him, who thus addreſſeth you: Vet fe- vhich 
< turn again unto me, faith the Lord f.“ Abandon Like t 
your tranſgreſſions, which, if perſiſted in, will cer- fabio 
tainly prove your ruin: renounce thoſe other lords] ing to 
who have had dominion over you, and fortake thoſe tle 116 
refuges of lies in which you have taken ſhelter. WM func f 
Convinced of your ſin and guilt, humbly and penitent- mail 
ly acknowledge your horrid ingratitude and extreme tom t 
folly, the diſgrace and ruin to which you ſtand cx ff ompac 
poſed. With the ardour of divine affection, retum ited 
to him who is infinitely worthy of your higheſt leu ens 
and confidence, thoie hearts which you have ſacrie i 17a 
cioully alienated from him: conſecrate to him thode # 
lives which have been unjuſtly eſtranged from 19 © 116-46 
ſervice by wicked works, that henceforth they mag, 
Wir be 


* Jer, H. 0, + Jer. iii. 1. 
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employed to his honour. 
the mighty God, from whom you have departed ; 
and 1 am verily perſuaded, that you will not think 
me culpable for ſeizing this precious moment to preſs 
upon you this reaſonable ſervice, to which 1 pray 
you may be directed and aſſiſted by him who worketh 
all Fin all. This prediction, which was in part ful. 
| ilicd in the days of Hezekiah, and afterward when 
tie poſterity of Iſrael returned from captivity at Ba- 
bylon, will then receive a more full accompliſhment. 


* For though thy people Iſrael be as the 

and of the ſea, er a remnant of them ſhall re- 
turn: the confumption decreed ſhall overflow 
with righteouſneſs. | 


ln this verſe, aſſurance is given, that, as im- 

MW ls numbers of the polterity of Iſrael would not 
urn to the Lord, the determined deſolation 
WT {01d certainly take an equitable conrſe, and be 
Wl cxicily proportioned by him who is righteous in all 
a ways. The people of lirael are compared 
oe land of the ſea, on the following accounts, 
ich fully juſtifies the reſemblance here ſtated. 
ke the ſand of the fea, they were barren and unpro- 
fbi: they did not yield fruit unto God correſpond- 
WJ its to the many important advantages which, through 
Ik ercy of the Almighty, they enjoyed. Like the 
me ſand, which, though compoſed of innunterable 
WHT all particles, yet, by reaſon of the moiſture derived 
MJ foi the fea, are fo cloſely united as to form one 
enpact body, the poſterity of Iſrael were intimately 
mited together by one common faith and law, by 
cans of which the whole nation formed one great 
compact ſociety. Eipecially were they like the 1and 
if the ſea for multitude, which it is impoſſible either 
o meaſure or number. This laſt, I ſuppoſe, is the 
Kiewbl; nce which is chiefly intended in the expreſ- 
W1 before us, and in ſome other paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, 


In this manner return to 
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ture, where, on this very account, the compariſon i; | 


inſtituted and repeated. The promiſe which God 5 
gave to Abraham, that he would greatly multiply his C0. 


poſterity, was expreſſed in theſe words: In blefling a 
I will bleſs thee, and multiply thy feed as the ſtars, } 
© and as the ſand which is on the ſea-ſhore *.“ This 
was the promiſe which Jacob pleaded with God, } 
when afraid of the approach of his brother Eſau, lelt | 
he would ſmite the mother with the children: Thou 
* ſaidſt, I will ſurely do thee good, and make thy 
© ſced as the ſand of the ſea, which cannot be num- 
© bered for multitude f.“ By the renewal of this 
promiſe, God was pleaſed to adminiſter comfort to 
his people in after-times, by the prophet Hoſea f.“ 
And Iſaiah here declares, that though the aſſurance 
given to the father of the faithful, reſpecting the in- 


amo 
nati 
thro 
rules 
Wh: 
clare 
night 
and! 
8 ho 
Ways 
tiplie 
provi 


numerable multitude of his poſterity, ſhould be fully his e. 
accompliſhed, and though only a remnant of them WI tiere 
would ſtay upon God, yet none of theſe circumſtances W undi. 
ſhould interfere with the fulfilment of the predicted l, 5 
calamities whereby they were to be ſeverely puniſhed. reop! 

The conſumption decreed ſhall overflow with righ-| Treat 
teouſneſs, The conſumption of which our prophet ¶ nec 
here ſpeaks, is that extenſive deſolation whereby funpt 
great numbers of the ungodly and wicked, wioWl,, be 
would not return to the Lord, were to be over-WF neaſu 
whelmed. Their deſtruction was decreed and irre-: heir 
verſibly determined by the Lord, whoſe counſel ſhall ;..... 
ſtand for ever, and the thoughts of his heart unto all de. 
generations; who doth whatever pleaſeth him in the ful 
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of tie bab: 
earth. This decreed conſumption ſhall overflow. Hall 
The expreſſion is metaphorical ; and bears an obvious eimer 
alluſion to a plentiful ſtream, which, being greatly bin 
increaſed by a heavy ſhower, extends beyond 113 nemb. 
ordinary channel, and overſpreads the neighbours nfo 
ing grounds, which ſoon become covered with wage m. 


N * * * 2 By 'F * wc 5 
* Gen. XXII. 17. T Gen. Nai Hoſca 1. 10. 
1 1 


tels 
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ters. In like manner, the threatened conſumption of 
Iracl, which ſhould take its riſe from the wrath of 
God revealed from heaven againſt all unrighteouſneſs 
and ungodlineſs of men, was to ſpread very extenſively 
among that people, fo that great part of the Jewiſh 
nation was thereby to be ſwept away. This over- 
throw ſhould be with righteouſneſs, according to the 
rules of perfect equity and conſummate rectitude. 
Whatever God hath decreed, whatever he hath de- 
cared, and whatever he hath done, is with infinite 
riehteouſneſs. The Lord is upright, and in him, 
and his diſpenſations, there is no unrighteouſneſs. He 
is holy in all his works, true and righteous in all his 
ways and judgments. The Ifraelites by their mul- 
tiplied enormous tranſgreſſions, had contemned the 
providence of God, corrupted his worſhip, violated 
his covenant, and trampled upon his authority : and, 
therefore, it was highly righteous that God ſhould 
vindicate his injured honour, his neglected providence, 
bis profaned worſhip and covenant ; and ſhew to his 
people, and the world, that tranſgreſſors, however 
rreat may be their numbers, ſhall certainly be pu- 
nthed with the moſt impartial equity. The con- 
ſumptions that God hath decreed often appear to men 
to be a great depth, which we can neither found nor 
meaſure : we are ſometimes puzzled to account for 
their frequency, ſeverity, and continuance, and dif- 
iculted to diſcover the cauſes from which they pro- 


wed, Of this comfortable truth, however, we have 


pytul aſſurance, That juſtice and judgment are the 
' habitation of God's throne: that mercy and truth 
tall go before his face “.“ When, therefore, we 
ther ſee or hear of determined conſumptions over- 
lowing kingdoms, cities, or individuals, let us re- 
ncmber, that they are all appointed with the moſt 
perfect righteouſneſs and equity; and that at all times 
de may take up the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb, 


* Plal. xk IE. 14. 
ſaying, 
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ſaying. © Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord JM 
God Almighty ; juſt and true are thy ways, thou M 
« King of ſaints . I 


23 For the Lord Gop of hoſts ſhall make {| 10 


confumption, even determined in the midſt of & 
all the land. | 1 

Theſe words are ſubjoined to the preceding de. he 
claration, in order to confirm the awful truth which Fart 


it contains. The author of the predicted deſola. Jud 
tion was the Lord God of hoſts. The Lord, miſt 


who is ſelf-exiſtent, all- ſufſicient, eternal, and un. ie 
changeable—God of hoſts, who is poffeſſed of irre- 53 
of 


ſiſtible power to accompliſh all his purpoſes and de- 
ſigns of mercy and judgment; who hath all the 18 
armies of heaven and earth at his diſpoſal, and em- 
ploys them them as ſeemeth good in his ſight. The 
calamity which he threatened to inflict, was a con- 
ſumption, which ſhould make terrible devaſtation] 
among the ſinful devoted people, who were thereby 
to be greatly waſted. This deſolating judgment was 
to extend not merely to the borders, but to reach 
even to the midſt of the land. Again, it is affirmed, 
to have been determined: the time, the perſons, the 
places, the circumſtances, were all fixed in the coun- 


2 
hoſts 
afraic 
1 rod 
ttter 


fels of the Moſt High; and, therefore, whatever wo 
22 and confuſion might attend the execution, all q fe c 

as ordered and adjuſted in xt divine purpolz =p 
W hatſoever inſtruments God is pleaſed to employ ind, 5 
executing his deſigns, the work proceeds from him . 8 
who is wonderful in counſel, and makes the deter. . 5 
mined confumption. There is a remarkable ſimi ha Y 
rity between this prediction, and that which is re ha PR 


corded in Chap. xxviii. at the 22d verſe, which is intro 
duced with this ſalutary advice, attention to whici 
ſeems to be particularly requiſite when conſidering thi 


ade th 
Vat @: 
Wlreſ 


* Rev. xv. 3. 
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ſubject: * Now therefore be ye not mockers, leſt 
your bands be made ſtrong.” Though we may not 
perecive the equity and wiſdom with which deter- 
mined conſumptions are made, yet, in the contempla- 
ton of ſuch aſtoniſhing events,. we may juſtly ex- 
cdaim, O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom 
and knowledge of God! how unſearchable are his 
* judgments, and his ways paſt finding out * Y—— 
The prophecy we have now conſidered, received a 
partial fulfilment in the days of Hezekiah, king of 
{udah, and afterward about the time of rhe Babylo- 
niſh captivity. It was more fully accompliſhed after 
e Son of God was manifeſted in the fleſh as the Sa- 
ſiour of the world, according to the promiſes made 
to the fathers, when ſome of the people of Iſrael hav- 
ing returned to the Lord, the reſt were rejected; 


: and, on account of their wicked contempt of the 
"MW crcit Meſſiah, his Spirit, and goſpel, they were miſe- 
Wl conſumed and deſtroyed by the Romans. 


1 24 Therefore thus ſaith the Lord Gop of 
bots, O my people that dwelleſt in Zion, be not 
„did of the Aſſyrian : he ſhall ſmite thee with 
rod, and ſhall lift up his Raff againſt thee, 


ter the manner of Egypt. 


tube prophet, having a little digreſſed from his ſub. 
Wi, nov returns to proſecute the proper deſign of 


lis diſcourſe, which was to comfort the hearts of the 
godly, in the proſpect of the impending evils that 
lmcrened the deſtruction of the Jewith nation. Jn 
lis benevolent work he again enters, directing them, 
u the ſacred name, and by the ſupreme authority of 
le ſame glorious and mighty Lord, who would make 
le determined conſumption above mentioned, to lay 
ade their diſquieting and deſponding fears. With 
wat earneſtneſs and affection doth the Moſt High 
aldrels them O my people. The following friendly 


* Rom. xi. 33. 
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advice is directed to thoſe whom the Lord had! 
made his willing people in a day of his power, by re. 
conciling and ſanctifying them to himſelf, that theyf 
might ſerve him in holineſs and righteouſneſs all thein 
days, and worſhip him in the ordinances of his ap4 
pointment : it is given to thoſe whom he had avouch4 
ed to be a holy people unto himſelf, whom he had ;« 
diſtinguiſhed from others by the molt ſignal favours in 
and purified to be a peculiar 2 zealous of gooq ra. 


works. They are farther deſcribed, from the place Di 
of their reſidence, That dwelle/t in Zion. Zion, yo an 
know, was the mountain upon which was built th Tan 
temple of the Lord, highly celebrated for its unrivalleq th, 
magnificence, its beautiful ornaments, and rich furnii mi 
ture; and, above all, for the ſymbols of the divine pre of 
ſence and glory with which it was honoured. Upon thM ria 
ſides of this mountain ſtood the city Jeruſalem, th do 
metropolis of the kingdom of Judah. Thoſe who atr 
our prophet at this time primarily addreſſed, were th reſi 
devout people, fearing the Lord, who reſided in ] the 
ruſalem and Zion. As for the other cities and town ib] 
of Judea, they were probably occupied by Senn rag 
cherib, king of Aſſyria, or ſubject to his authorin you 
as he plainly affirms by the ambattador whom 1 «cy 
{ent to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. The perlolM tn 
who are here ultimately intended, are thoſe who 1 they 
fide in Zion, the church of the living God, ti tre 
ground of truth; who are Iſraelites indeed, the ho can; 
feed, the upright among men, the ſpiritual circuM {nt 
ciſion, who worſhip God in the ſpirit, have no conf E 
dence in the fleſh, and rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus. haff 
{uch thus ſaith the Lord God of hoſts, Vor 
Be nat afraid of the Aſyrian. Few directions Wi no: 
more frequently repeated in ſcripture, or 10 the 
warmly inculcated upon the people of God, than . tivn 


one now before us, Be not afraid. Even good me 
when in perilous circumſtances, are apt to becdl 
timid and fearful. About this time the proud king 


Aſſyria, fluſhed with his former victories, advand 
| q 
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with all his glory toward Jeruſalem, inveſted that city, 
and threatened to ſpread'deſolation through all the 
land of Judah; and, to human appearance, he had 
the probable proſpe& of ſucceſs. Notwithitanding 
the approach of this formidable enemy, thoſe who 
feared the Lord were called upon not to be afraid, 
not to faint in their minds or be diſmayed, not to fink. 
into deſpondency, but to exerciſe fortitude and cou- 


rage, with firm confidence in the Lord their God. 


Diſmaying fears would only have increaſed their 
anxieties and dangers : they would have embarraſſed 
and diſtreſſed their minds, enfeebled and diſabled 
them from action, deprived them of comfort, and 
multiplied their ſorrows. Therefore did the wiſdom 
of God diſſuade them from being afraid of the Aſſy- 
rian, their moſt formidable enemy, of whom they 
doubtleſs imagined that they had great reaſon to be 
afraid, —— Surely then the people of God, who 
reſide within the pale of his church, ought not to fear 
their moſt powerful enemies, however hoſtile and ter- 
rible their appearance. Were you expoſed to their 


rage and fury, they might ſpoil your fields, plunder 


your houſes, diveſt you of your reputation, baniſh 
you from the ſociety of your friends, and, doing their 
utmoſt, they might kill your bodies. Fear them not: 
they cannot deprive you of your moſt ſublime plea- 


ſures; they cannot rob you of the true riches; they 


cannot bereave you of your higheſt glory, your pre- 

{ent moſt valuable enjoyments, and future proſpects. 
He ſhall ſmite thee with a rod, and ſhall lift up his 
af againſt thee, after the manner of Egypt. Theſe 
words plainly intimate, that the people of God {hall 
not be exempted from neceſſary deſerved correction. 
The expreſſion evidently refers to the ſervile condi- 
tion in which the children of Ifrael were detained in 
the land of Egypt, where they were grievoufly oppreſſ- 
ed, and treated with the utmoſt ſeverity, by their cruel 
tyrannical maſters. Moſes, who was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with their condition, thus deſcribeth their ſtate of 
| ſervitude: 


— 


614 LECTURES ov TH Cray. X. Nos 


ſervitude: The Egyptians made their lives bitter with he 
hard bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all to: 
manner of ſervice in the field: all their ſervice where. to 


in they made them ſerve, was with rigour *.“ They And 


ſet over the Iſraelites taſk- maſters, to afflict them with Wo: If 
their burdens. Again, we read, that“ the officers of MW (iti! 


© the children of Iifrael, which Pharaoh's taſk-maſters he 
had ſet over them, were beaten, when their daily ed. 
© taiks were not fulfilled; fo that they ſaw they were ane 
in an exil caſe .“ After this manner were the po- free 
ſterity of Jacob to be rigoroully treated by the Aſſy. Worohi 
rians as ſlaves; who are often, alas! ſeverely and in- preſſi 
humanly beaten with a rod, and againſt whom the nore 
ſtaff is lifted up, ſometimes to ſtrike, and at other MWicnce 
times to terrify. The meaning of the prediction Nauirec 
ſeems to be ſhortly this: The people of Judah were to Wercry 
be ſubjected to the tyrannical power of Aſſyria, and rou 
reduced to a ſtate of ſervitude, wherein they ſhould IW io tc 
be obliged to ſuſtain ſimilar hardſhips with their fa- Ws Go 
thers during their bondage in Egypt. The event MWizhts 
exactly correſponded with this prediction. The Aſſy- et cruc 
rians having grievoully afflicted the Jewiſh nation, as Wivoug 
a rigorous maſter beats his poor ſlave, they lifted up Mitatc 
the ſtaff, threatening them with more ſevere punith- Nou ou 
ment by Rab-thakeh, who outrageoully inſulted the in- MWuitou: 
habitants of Jeruſalem. Though you read in ſcrip- Me wise 
ture of bondmen and bondwomen, and of people re- | 
duced to a {tate of ſlavery, I hope there are none oi WI 25 
you, my friends, who from thence conclude, that the tion 
word of God gives the leaſt ſanction to tyranny, Wir: 6; 
cruelty, and oppreſſion. No, no: fo far from giving 
countenance to any ſuch cruel practice, that Jehovah The 
himſelf appeared on carth for the very purpole of de- Wſnity 
livering the Ifraclites from the tyranny and oppreſſion WUgnz 
of the Lgyptians. On that memorable occaſion, the Wile u. 
Lord thus ſpake unto Moſes : © I have ſurely ſeen the Hun 
c aflliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have e 
"Exod. 


2 Exod. i. 14. +. Exod. v. 14. 


heard 
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heard their cry, by reaſon of their taſk-maſters : 


© for I know their ſorrows. And I am come down 
to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians “.“ 
and afterward, when Jehovah acted as the Legiſlator 
of Iſrael, he publiſhed, among others, the following 
ſatute: „If a man ſmite his ſervant with a rod, and 
dhe die under his hand, he ſhall be ſurely puniſh- 
ed, —And if a man ſmite the eye of his ſervant, 


and if he ſmite out his tooth, he ſhall let him go 


free +.” Indeed there is not one fin more frequently 
mrohibited in the ſacred writifgs than cruelty and op- 
refſion, and perhaps there is not one crime that is 
nore ſeverely puniſhed in the courſe of divine provi- 
lence, The golden rule, by which Chriſtians are re- 
quired to regulate their conduct, expreſsly forbids 
ercry ſpecies of barbarity and ill uſage: © Whatſoever 
you would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even 
o to them f.“ In few words, the tender compaſſions 
of God, the precepts of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſacred 
ichts of humanity, unite in reprobating that ſyſtem 
cruelty, tyranny, and injuſtice, which ſlavery tends, 
hrough the corruption of men, to eſtabliſh. As 
 Winitators of God, in the relation of his dear children, 


jou ought to entertain a juſt abhorrence of this ini- 


ſuitous commerce; which, I hope, legiſlators will ſoon 
& wile enough to aboliſh. 


2; For yet a very little while, and the indig- 
ton ſhall ceaſe, and mine anger in their de- 
kruction. 5 | | 


The ſhort continuance of the above-mentioned ca- 
amity is here foretold. The time to which the 
Idgnation ſhould be limited, is expreſſed by a very 
le while. Thoſe periods which appear long to 
man view, are often repreſented in ſcripture as 
t very ſhort duration, of which many inſtances 


8. + Exod. xx1.-20. 29, 27. f Matth. vi, 12. 
occur 
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occur in the Prophecies. I ſhall refer you to one a8 M 
a ſpecimen. Behold (faith the Lord, by the pro 


* phet Malachi), I will fend my meſſenger, and hel ſha 
_ © ſhall prepare the way before me: and the Lordi i. 
* whom ye ſeck ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple *. juc 
This prediction relates to the coming of Jeſus Chriſt 
who was to be preceded by his forerunner, John thallf - 
Baptiſt; and though they were not to appear for four * 
hundred years after the prophecy was delivered, they V 
are nevertheleſs ſaid to come ſuddenly. The chur up. 
is invited to celebrate the praiſes of Jehovah in th nc: 
moſt animating manner: Sing unto the Lord, O yg 
© ſaints of his, and give thanks at the remembrancd ( 
© of his holineſs.” Why? For his anger enduretii the. 
© but for a moment f.“ Whilſt the people of God Aly 
have reaſon to mourn, for having provoked his di 2 
pleaſure; they have much cauſe to ſing, becauſe his an. Mid 
er endureth only for a very ſmall ſpace of time, com tat 
pared with the joys they have in proſpect. This man "x 
ner of ſpeaking is perfectly ſuitable to the majeſty and 0d 
eternity of that God with whom a thouſand years ar Vere 
as one day, and one day as a thouſand years. In th 2 d 
verſe we are now illuſtrating, the time which inter 
vened between the delivery and the accompliſhmen ras 
of this prophecy, is ſaid to be a very little whil on 
though it might be about thirty years, if we ſuppoſ 80 
that the prediction was publiſhed near the beginnin : 10 
of Ahaz's reign, and fulfilled about the fourteent [90 
vear of Hezekiah. At the expiratton of this compi Wy 
ratively ſhort period, the indignation of God again 3 
his people ſhould ceaſe. God was diſpleaſed nd - IC 
only with Aflyria, but with Jerufalem: his wrat 2 
kindled againſt the former, was to terminate in the 3 
deſtruction; his anger againſt the latter, not bein Ict 
accompanied ſo much with the deſire of taking va "=4 
geance, as of reclaiming them from their evil way Mis 
would be pacified, when that purpoſe was in ſonl "i 4 


#5. * =) 
* Mal, iii. f. + Pal. xxx. 4. pet 


meaſul 


bea. 26. PROPHECIES or ISATAH. Gr7 


meaſure accompliſhed. From all which we learn 
is comfortable truth, That the diſpleaſure of God 
hall not long continue againſt his people; that he pu- 
niſkes them leſs than their ſins delerve, and with the 
judgments he inflicts always intermixes much mercy. 


26 And the Lord of hoſts ſhall ſtir up a 
ſcourge for him, according to the ſlaughter of 
Midian at the rock of Oreb: and as his rod was 
upon the ſea, fo ſhall he lift it up after the man- 
aner of Egypt. 


4 Our prophet now foretels the judgment whereby 
5 the Lord of hoſts was about to deſtroy the power of 
abhria, which is illuſtrated by two ſimilitudes; in 
; one of which it is compared to the overthrow of the 
* Midianites at the rock of Oreb; and in the other, to 
n {fat of the Egyptians at the Red ſea.— The Aflyrians 
n laring beaten the Jewiſh nation with a rod and ſtaff, 
Cod therefore declares, that he would ſharply and ſe- 


vercly puniſh them with a ſcourge, and oblige them 
b deſiſt from the raſh and fooliſh enterpriſe they had 
formed. The ſcourge intended in this prediction, 
was not made of ſmall cords plaited with bits of wire, 
ie thoſe uſed by cruel vindictive people, when, 
without mercy, they whip their poor fellow-creatures, 
who cannot and dare not reſiſt them. The ſcourge 
denotes the ſword, peſtilence, or other deadly wea- 
„bon or diſeaſe, wherewith the angel of the Lord 
ſmote the great multitude of the Aſſyrian army, 
which were ſlain by him in one night. The inſtru- 
ment employed for this purpoſe was very properly 
called a ſcourge, on account of the acute pain with 
which it was accompanied, the ignominy and con- 
tempt to which the Aſſyrians were thereby expoſed.— 
This divine judgment is compared to the ſlaughter of 
Midian at the rock of Oreb, of which you read in 
the ſeventh chapter of Judges. To this memorable 
orerthrow of the inveterate enemies of Iſrael the pro- 
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phet referred at the fourth verſe of the ninth chap- ob 
ter; here he alludes to the ſame great event. The! x 
deſtruction of the Allyrians, like the ſlaughter of the 4 
Midianites, ſhould be very ſudden, unexpected, and F 
extenſive, reaching not only to the common ſoldiers, f i 
but to the chief officers and greateſt commanders, Th 
And as at the rock of Oreb one of the princes of Mi.] ; 
dian was flain, after Iſrael had obtained a complete 9 
victory, ſo, after the Aﬀyrian army were defeated, 


Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, was killed in the temple 2 
| of his god Niſroch. The event foretold is alſlvWM te 


| compared to the overthrow of the Egyptians at the F 
Red ſea, the hiſtory of which is recorded in the four. 
teenth chapter of the book of Exodus, where we read, 


| that the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, * Stretch. out thine l 
E © hand over the ſea, that the waters may come again /oat 
[ upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon ſhot 
« their horſemen.” At this time the rod, called the rod Ml thc 

of God, was no doubt in his hand, which he lifted noi 

up, and ſtretched out over the ſea, that its waters 

| | might return upon the enemies of Iſrael, and over- 1 
| whelm them in the devouring deep. To this moſt true] 
| remarkable deſtruction of the Egyptians there At tt 
1 an obvious alluſion; and between this rout, and eve 
| the one here predicted, there ſhould be a ſtrik- b be 
| ing reſemblance. In each of theſe inſtances, the leavy 
ö divine interpoſition, in favour of the poſterity oi] ii 
ö Abraham, was truly conſpicuous. Both of them 0 
[ were accompliſhed not by human ſtrength and va- (dj. 
ö lour, but by the omnipotent arm of Jehovah. In 5 t 
i both, the enemies of Iſrael were entircly and ſud ***) 
i denly routed ; and, by their deſtruction, the Iſraclites * Pt 
N were delivered from bondage and affliction, that they ay 
might praiſe and ſerve their almighty Deliverer. Ju 7 
theſe and other reſpects, there was an intimate e 
ſemblance between the ſlaughter of Midian, the over. = 

throw of the Egyptians, and the ſcourge which God "7m 

ſtirred up for Aſſyria. Mark attentively, I be- a 

ſeech you, the inſtructive ſimilitude which you may A | 

ber Dug 
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- WH obſerve between the early and the latter interpoſitions 
orf divine providence in behalf of his people, and 
0 gainſt their enemies. The hiſtories of the Old 
a leſtament, written for our admonition, furniſh 
„ :ibundant matter for this agreeable employment. 
„ Imcre you may ſee many fimilar hoſtile deſigns, 
- bimed againſt the people of God, fruſtrated and pu- 
ei niſhed by ſimilar divine judgments, to the unſpeak- 
„able joy of thoſe who truſted in the Lord. Acquaint- 
e ince with this ſubject may be highly uſeful, through 
0 MY the divine blefling, to animate your hope and confi- 
© i d:nce in God, who is unchangeable. 


a 
„ 27 And it mall come to paſs in that day, 
w that his burden ſhall be taken away from off thy 


houlder, and his yoke from off thy neck, and 
d thc yoke ſhall be deſtroyed becaule of the 


de mointing. 


18 
. he happy deliverance, conſequent upon the de- | 
«MW fruction of the Aſſyrian power, is here foretold. 


At the time in which God would execute the threaten- 


a ed vengeance upon Sennacherib, the Jewiſh nation was 
. o be emancipated from under the grievous burden of 
he MY beavy tribute which that prince exacted from them, 


joke of ſervitude, to which the people of Judah were 
lubje ected by the Aſſyrian, was likewiſe to be removed, 

nd they were to be reſtored to the enjoyment of 
iberty and tranquillity. I apprehend, however, that 


wich it received a literal accompliſhment ; but that 
thath a farther reſpect to another and more glorious 
Elverance, in which it receives a more full comple- 
won, While the civil affairs of the Jewiſh people 
umiſhed the occaſions of theſe prophecies, the divine 
Widom, that inſpired the prophet, ſo contrived that 
heir foiritual concerns {ſhould alſo be expreſſed. 
lhough the general theme of this diſcourſe was the 
41 temporal 


mor to his laying ſiege to Jeruſalem. The oppreſſive 


tz prediction mult not be confined to this event, in 
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temporal deliverance of the Jewiſh nation from the an 
oppreſſive power of Aſſyria, the ſecret deſign of the :n 
Inſpirer was to predict the ſpiritual ſalvation of the no 
ſubjects of the Meſſiah from the ſervice of ſin and Saf to: 
tan, and reſtoration to the glorious liberty of the ſons WM [i 
of God, through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. In do. 
this view, the burden to be removed from off theW le 
{houlder, contained the intolerable weight of ſin, and F 
its guilt, which grievouſly oppreſſes the mind, and E 
renders men weary and heavy laden. And the yokeW a 
to be taken off the neck (a figurative expreſſion, de- 
noting ſervitude or ilavery), may ſignify the ſpiritual 
thraldom, and ignominious bondage, in which tranſ4 
greſſors are detained by the prince of this world. 
From both of theſe, according to this prediction, 
thoſe are happily delivered, who are Jews inwardly 
in the ſpirit, and not in the letter, whoſe praiſe 1s 
not of men, but of God *..—The deſtruction of 
this yoke is foretold to take place, | 
Becauſe of the anointing. Perſons from among the 
people of Ifrael, who were ſet apart to the important 
offices of prophet, prieſt, or king, were anointed with 
Oil. Aaron and his ſons were conſecrated in this 


Inter 


Lord 


manner, to miniſter unto the Lord in the pricitM Prict 
office+. Fliſha, the fon of Shaphat, was anointed] purpe 
likewiſe, by the expreis commandment of the Lord verde 
to be prophet in the room of Elijah f. David anq of tt 
Solomon were al'o anointed with oil before the moin 
aſcended the throne of Iſrael: and this rite having dire, 


been performed in obedience to the divine authority pcrio! 
ihoſe who received this unction were called the Lora Wi cri. 
anointed. To this anointing the temporal deliverancq being 
of the Jewiſh ſtate, from the oppreſſion of Ailyria, i 9iti:ts 


here attributed; and to this, in fact, it was owing, tren 
the hiſtory informs us. What were the means where lu 
by the burden and yoke of Sennacherib were broken as t 
and removed from the Jews? This wonderful deliver 5 N 

| "OW 


* Rom, ii. 29. Þ+ Exod. xxviii. 41. 4 1 Kings xix. 16. a bit; - 
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mnce was not wrought by ſword or bow, by horſes 
and chariots, Military ſtrength and proweſs could 
not claim any ſhare in the victory, which is aſcribed 
to the prayers and interceſſions of Hezekiah king of 
judah, and of Iſaiah the ſon of Amoz, who were no 
doubt joined by ſome of the prieſts of the Lord, that, 
ice them, were alſo anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
For this cauſe (it is written, 2 Chron. xxxii. 20.) 
* Hezekiah the king, and the prophet Iſaiah, prayed 
© and cried to heaven.“ The ſucceſs with which their 


prayers were attended is related in the following 


rerſe: * And the Lord ſent an angel who cut off all 
the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and cap- 
* tains in the camp of the king of Aſſyria: ſo he re- 
turned with ſhame of face to his own land. And 
when he was come into the houſe of his god, they 


that came forth of his own bowels, flew him there 


with the 1word.” The external anointing with 
oil, whereby theſe eminent ſervants of the Lord were 


conſecrated to the ſacred offices in which they were 


inveited, is well known to have been typical of the 
internal unction by the Holy Spirit, wherewith the 
Lord God anointed the Meſfiah to be the Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King of his church, The oil uſed tor the 
wrpoſe of anointing, under the Old Teſtament, af- 
worded an inſtructive emblem of the gifts and graces 
of the Holy Spirit, wherewiia Jeius Chriit was 
aointed without meaſure. It ſerved, in ſome mea- 
lure, to prepare thoſe upon whom it was poured for 


iacrity, and was doubtleſs intended to repreſent their 
being furniſhed with the gifts and qualiſications re- 


ifrengthening, ſoftening, and healing nature, and 
wetul for preſerving ſome ſubſtances from corruption, 
Jas therefore often applied, in caſtern countries, to 
toſe who were wounded or Gitcalcd, and to thoſe 
zue were in a feeble condition. Oil, _ mixed 
vith aromatics, as was the oil whe 2with the high. 


performing the duties of their office with activity and 


quit, ite for adorning their new ſtation. Oil being of 
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prieſt of old was anointed, yielded a moſt fragrant (vit 
{mell, and ſerved to exhilarate the ſpirits, and excite M rou 
the moſt agreeable ſenſations. On theſe and other Ml tha 
accounts, it was employed as a ſymbol of the Holy the 
Spirit, who is called the oil of gladneſs, wherewith WM n«+ 
our bleſſed Saviour was anointed, and furniſhed with WM crc: 
every qualification neceſſary for the faithful perform. WM tan 
ance of the duties belonging to the offices he ſuſtains, iire 
all of which he executes in the moſt grateful and ac- Ai, 
ceptable manner. Becauſe of this anointing, which Ml [ira 
reaches the moſt diſtant members of his body the M the 


church, flowing down to the ſkirts of his garments, M to i 
all the enemies of the people of God ſhall be broken MF havi 
and deſtroyed ; whilſt they ſhall be advanced to the WI ile 
enjoyment of liberty and felicity, having their infirmi- Wl nad 
ties helped, their errors corrected, and their hearts WM upon 
comforted, by the great Meſliah, the anointed of the ¶ tic |: 
Lord, to whom God always hath a ſpecial reſpect WM to th 
in all the manifold ſalvations he works for his church. Wl vhcr 
For his fake the burden and the yoke are removed.— Ws no 
Let us contemplate all the divine interpoſitions made Mercer 
in our behalf, as conferred upon us on his account. ha 
And as we have the honour of being called by his MW: fam 
worthy name, let us be ſolicitous to participate of Emin 
that blefſed Spirit, wherewith he was anointed without Wi ruf 
meaſure, that, being conſecrated to the ſervice of the HM. 
living God, and endowed with every amiable gift and WW nd {c 
grace, we may ſhine forth in the beauties of holineſs, WM iicinit 
and prove bleſſings to the nation and the ſeveral ſo- riß 
cieties with which we are connected. Tow p: 
*VV SE = bw 

28 He is come to Aiath, he is paſſed to Mi- B 
gron: at Michmaſh he hath laid up his car- As 

| Wu; 


riages. 615. 
| lea} 
The prophet procceds particularly to deſcribe the E lai 
Aſſyrian expedition againſt Judea, with its con:c- ding 
quences. He begins this part of his ſubject by ac: 


curately delineating the progreſs of Sennacher 
WIL] 


ben. 28. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 623 


ach his army, in their march toward Jeruſalem, the 
bote by which he advanced, and the ſeveral ſtations 


WH that he occupied; all which, under the direction of 


de Spirit of prophecy, he marks with equal exact- 
des as if he had been writing the hiſtory of paſt 
(WW rents. The firſt ſtation here aſſigned to the Aſſy- 
tan prince in the land of Judea, after he paſſed the 
„ier Jordan, is Aiath. This was probably the city 
ai, celebrated in the hiſtory of the conqueſts of 
WM [:2e!, under the command of Joſhua, the ſervant of 
ene Lord: the appendage a might have been added 
to its name in later times, after it was rebuilt, 
a haring been totally deſtroyed when the children of 
e [zl conquered Canaan. Then it was burnt, and 
. n:de a heap, and a deſolation. This city was built 
$ won a hill, or riſing ground, in the extremity of 
e de land of Benjamin, toward the north, and ſituated 
so the eaſtward of Bethel. ——Migron was the place 
. sere the Aſſyrian took his next ſtation. This name 
not mentioned in any other paſſage of ſcripture, 
e N acepting in 1 Samuel xiv. 2.; from which it appears 
t. so bave been ſituated in the uttermoſt part of Gibeah, 
s a famous city, in the north of the poſſeſſion of Ben- 
min, to the ſouthward of which ſtood the city of 
t [erufalem. At Michmaſh he hath laid up his car- 
e. This place is mentioned in 1 Sam. xiv. 5. 
d iid {cems to have lain not far from Migron, in the 
nenity of mount Bethel“. Michmaſh was probably 
rived very ſtrongly by nature. Here was a nar- 
ow paſſage, with a ſharp rock on the one fide, and 
Harp rock on the other {ide ; the name of the one 
mas Bozez, and the name of the other Seneh. The 


mln; and the other toward the ſouth, oppoſite to 
blveah. At this place the proud monarch of Aſſy- 
jt laid up his carriages, with his heavy baggage, 
ming it would be exceedingly tedious and difficult 


* Sce 1 Sam. Xill. 2. 
| to 


dne fronted toward the north, over againſt Mich- 
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to get them conveyed through this narrow paſſage ; poll. 
and judging, from the riches of the country through Wl the 
which he marched, and the timidity of its inhabitants, M his 
who made no reſiſtance, that he would not have far. WM {- 
ther need of them. IM © i} 


29 They are gone over the paſlage : they Ml The 
have taken up their lodging at Geba; Ramahf 
is afraid, Gibeah of Saul is fled. e 


Having laid up his carriages, Sennacherib, and] 


his great army, went over the paſſage now mention. i 
ed, and took their fourth ſtation at Geba, where 18 
they eaſily made good their quarters. This was one r 
of the cities, with her ſuburbs, which were given] W 
by Joſhua, and the heads of the fathers of the chil-WF |. 
dren of Ifrael, to the prieſts, the polterity of Aaron; ne 
and is remarkable for having been one of thoſe P. 
places in which the Philiſtines had a garriſon in the || 

days of king Saul. From the courſe taken by the 1 
Ailyrian army, it ſeems to have lain between Mich- aher 
maſh and Ramah which ſignifies evt’, or Jab Ke 
lime; fo that this city probably had its name from reis! 
its high and conſpicuous ſituation. It likewiſe be- m4 
Jonzed to the tribe of Benjamin, and was ſituate i 
not far from Bethel, being memorable on account : 

of its having been the reſidence of Samuel the pro- pl 
phet, and the place where long afterward * a voicg ing 
< was heard, lamentation and weeping, and grea ove, 
© mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, analy}. -_ 
* would not be comforted, becauſe they are not“. bur 
The inhabitants of this city were terrified at the ap be f. 
proach of the Aſiyrian army, and filled with conſter 4 
nation at the dreadful contequences that might d bin 

tend their march toward the capital ——Gibcal: uber 
the name of Saul often conjoined with it, becad ol; 
it was the place where king Saul often reſided f. i 


t | 
* 1 4 L } hs N | 
terrible ſcene of v icxedneſs ws once acted here, an 


* Matth. 11. IS, 1 1 Zam. X. 290. 
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followed with tragical effects. After relating which, 
de inſpired writer of the book of Judges makes 
his remark : There was no ſuch deed done nor 
deen, from the day that the children of Iſrael came 
up out of the land of Egypt, unto this day: con- 
ider of it, take advice, and ſpeak your minds *. 
"WH The people who dwelt here, leaving their habitations, 
dea to other places, where they hoped to enjoy greater 
WM [canquillity and ſafety. 


zo Lift up thy voice, O daughter of Gallim : 
czuſe it to be heard unto Laiſh, O poor Anathoth. 


fl This and the two following verſes deſcribe the 
u narch of Sennacherib's army, approaching Jeruſa- 
enn to inveſt it, and the terror and confuſion ſpread- 
ng and increaſing through the ſeveral places as 
he advanced. The name of Gallim is found 
only here, and in 1 Sam. xxv. 44. from whence we 


other circumſtances. It is obvious, from the connec- 
ton in which it is here mentioned, that it lay in the 
neighbourhood of Ramah and Gibeah, in the tract of 
country between Gibeah and Jeruſalem. The daugh- 
ter, or the inhabitants of Gallim, are called upon by 
dur prophet, to lift up their voice, that they might 
leplore and lament the danger of their condition, in 
being expoſed to the mercileſs rage and cruelty of a 
powerful victorious army. Cauſe it to be heard un- 
„ Lalſb. In the 18th chapter of the book of Judges, 
jou read of the country of Laiſh, which five men, of 
be tribe of Dan, were ſent by their brethren to ſur- 
ty; and of a city of that name, which they called 
Dan, after their father. The Laiſh, however, which 
6 here ſpoken of, ſeems to have been another town, 
iuated between Gallim and Anathoth, at no great 
Munce from the former, otherwiſe the voice of 


* Judges Xix. 30. 
lamentation 


5 


lerive no aſſiſtance in aſcertaining its ſituation, and 
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lamentation in Gallim could not have reached it. 
The prophet next commiſerates the unhappy condi 


tion of the people of Anathoth. This was another of da 


the cities, with her ſuburbs, which vas given to the ji: 
prieſts, the children of Aaron *. Being mentioned in cn. 
the paſſage above cited, immediately after Gibeon WM 19: 
and Gebah, it probably lay at no great diſtance from 


them. This city was renowned for having been the f 


place of the prophet Jeremiah's nativity and reſidence. WM * 1: 
The compaſſionate manner wherein it is here addreſſed b 
leads to ſuppoſe, that, at the time in which the Affh- þ 
rians marched toward Jeruſalem, the inhabitants were © 
in a very deplorable condition. | | 


1 Madmenah is removed, the inhabitants off 
Gebim gather themſelves to flee. 


| natu! 
Theſe two places, ſo far as I know, are not men- nou 
tioned in any other paſſage of ſcripture beſide the one qui 
now before us. I ſhall therefore only remark, that nour 
they were probably cities or towns lying toward Je-Wnay 
ruſalem, on the north-weſt, in the ſame tract of coun- in th 
try through which our prophet deſcribes the Aſyrianthem 
army taking their march toward the metropolis of Ju-Wſhria 
dea. Struck with terror at the approach of the enemy, iron; 
the people of Madmenah removed from their habitaſtute | 
tions, and the inhabitants of Gebim were collected to- their 
gether, with the reſolution of fleeing for ſafety. this ſe 
8 " Mot 
32 As yet ſhall he remain at Nob that day: bat 
he ſhall ſhake his hand again the mount of the ©*: 
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jeruſalem. "* 
| en 


Nob was a city belonging to the tribe of Benjamin nr 
not far from Jeruſalem, and inhabited by the pricits Wd, | 
as appears from the hiſtory of David, who went thitne Fw g 
to viſit Ahimelech the prieſt f. In this place the at ad fe: 


* See Joſhua xxi.-18.. + 1 Sam, xxi. I. 


MW ics. 32. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 627 


of God remained for ſome time before it was 
(ken to Gibeon; and here Sennacherib was to re- 
main for a day, to refreſh his troops, and prepare for 
cM he ſiege of the capital of Judea. The words of the 
nl (haldee Paraphraſt on this verſe are remarkable, and 
nM rorthy of attention. They are theſe : © Sennacherib 
nM came and ſtood in Nob, a city of the prieſts, be- 
WM © fore the walls of Jeruſalem, and ſaid to his army, 
e. (is not this the city Jeruſalem, againſt which I have 
d © brought my whole army, having ſubdued all its 
„ provinces ? Is it not ſmall and weak in compariſon 
& of the fortifications of the Gentiles, which I have 


«* nodding with his head, and wagging his hand up 
„and down, as a man is wont to do when he de- 
„ ſpiſeth any thing.” This is a very ſimple and 
natural illuſtration of the words before us. The 
mount of the daughter of Zion, 1s a Hebrew phraſe, 
equivalent, in our language, to the inhabitants of 
mount Zion ; which, with the hill of Jeruſalem, 
may be intended to ſignify thoſe who reſided both 


n- the upper and lower parts of that city. Againſt 
an them the prophet declares, that the king of Af 
u- hria ſhall ſhake his hand: thus intimating his 


irong diſpleaſure, and determined purpoſe, to exe- 
cute upon them terrible vengeance, on account of 


this ſenſe of the expreſſion, we read, That a man of 
mount Ephraim, Sheba by name, the fon of Bichri, 
* hath lift up or ſhaken his hand againſt the king, 


ne eren againſt David *.“ Againſt the holy city, which 
God had choſen for his habitation, and had hitherto 
tended by his providence, did the proud Aſſyrian 
in wnarch lift up his hand, threatening to deſtroy it; 
is ud, having marched his forces toward it, he was 
cr e going to try to carry his menaces into execution, 


* 2 Sam. xx. 21. 
4 K nate 


„ ſubdued by the valour of my hand? He ſtood 


eir oppoſition to his authority and government. In 


and leverely to puniſh the inhabitants for their obſti- 
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nate reſiſtance.— The fulfilment of this predigiu 1 
you find written, 2 Chron. xxxii. 9. and followin{Mcon 
verſes. From the prophetical narration we ha ii 
juſt conſidered, and its exact accompliſhment, 1 
learn, that all the movements of princes and greg 
people, indeed of all men of every deſcription, ae. 
from the beginning perfectly known unto God iii 
Andere under the direction and ſuperintendence o af 
his divine providence. Be hath the moſt clear and bra 
accurate foreknowledge of all men, of all hard ced; 
and of all actions; and moit exactly foreſees uh ©» 
men will be, and what they will do; what mean do 
they will gnploy, and what ends they will purſue p70: 
Hts omniſcience extends to every creature, and pe bert 
netrates into the inmoſt receſſes of every heart. Whili took 
we admire and adore this foreknowledge of God, offi duc: 
which we have now ſeen a very ſtriking inſtance, im “ 
prove it to ſupport you under all your infirmities, tai tou 
comfort you under all your afllictions and danger bran 
and to animate you in performing the various ſervice dear 
to which you may be called. How terrible muſi vii 
be the approach of a great victorious army to the in emp 
habitants of the towns and of the country againſt which 5: 
they are marching! What fear and terror, what con tt 
{ternation and dread, mult 2 where prevail amonꝗ v 
the people, whilſt multit udes are trembling and cry and 
ing vith fright, and numbers, in the utmolt precipi their 
tation and n jon, every where fleeing for fact Prop 
from impending ruin! This conſideration, ſugg ele men 
by what we have now been hearing, ought to excite u e 
to thankfulneſs to God tor the Peace and ſafety which were 
through divine mercy, we enjoy, and a faithful im hae 
provement of the manifold advantages with which vi bers 
are favoured. arty 
WY 
33 Behold, the Lord, the LORD > of hoſts, hel mg 
lo op 'th * bough with terror: and the high on le : 
tlic 


of ſatu re Gal be kewn down, and the haught) 


Mall be humbled. | 
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In this and the following verſe, are repreſented the 


ring onſequences with which the grand expedition of the 
ar vrian monarch thould be followed. The deſcrip- 


in is introduced with great majeſty and folemnity, 
n order to excite the greater attention to the foretold 
vent, The deſtruction of the Ailyrian army is ex- 
tizcd under the image of a great foreit, conſiſting 
af many flouriſhing trees, with ſtrong and high 
branches; yea, of Lebanon itſelf, covered with lofty 
cedars, but cut down, and laid level with the ground, 
by the hand of ſo:2e powerful agent. The over- 
an row, which is the ſubject of this prediction, our 
brophet hath repeatedly mentioned; but as this won- 
lertul - event engaged his admiring attention, and 
ok potlethon of his mind, he once more intro- 
duces it in this verſe, where he allirms, that tbe Lord 
F h/ts ſball lap the bough with terror. The tree 
hould not at once be cut down, but its principal 
branch, the vaſt army, which had itretched itſelf 
nearly fo far as Jeruſalem, was to be lopt off in a very 
awful manner, ſo as to {trike terror into the whole 
empire, And the high ones of /tature Hall be hewn 
bn. The choiceſt and molt elevated perſons, ſuch 
is the princes, the nobles, the generals, and officers, 
vio occupied the moſt eminent ſtations in the ſtate 
mi in the army, were to be ſuddenly*deprived of 
wir dignity, and laid level with the meanelt of the 
18 opts. ——4nd tbe baughiv {ball be humbled. Alter 
enen have attained to high {tation, they often become 
ul 2iolent and haughty, forgetful of waat they once 
of what they now are, and to whom they are 
1 dotcd for their exaltation ang dignity. Vaſt num- 
bes of this defcription were doubtleſs 1 in the Aſſyrian 
army and empire: and of ſuch it is ner foretold, 
a tall be humbled and brou ght low; their ride 
dl receive a powerful check, and meir condition 
be totally reverſed. This is the Peculiar work of 
tlie Lord of hoſts. No tree ſo grcat and ſtrong, no 
bouzh Io lofty, no mau ſo clevated and proud, but 
tho 
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the Lord of hoſts can lay him low. Pharaoh, who 
was the higheſt bough in Egypt; Saul, who was theff 


talleſt branch in lirael ; Nebuchadnezzar, king oil u 
Babylon, who was ſo lofty that his top is faid to me 
have reached to heaven; and the high ones in Af; ing 
ria; were all hewn down by the omnipotent arm of + 
Jehovah, and reduced to the moſt humiliating condi- + 1; 
tion. Beware then of that pride which puffs up the :;- 
mind with a vain conceit of one's ſelf, on account off era 
ſome real or imaginary excellence; which excites Ml ;, 
extravagant ſfeli-eſteem and admiration; whilſt it por. 
makes light of divine promiſes and threatenings, the 
which, above all things, we ought moſt to reſpect. WM «c 
34 And he ſhall cut down the thickets of tie ©; 
foreſts with iron, and Lebanon ſhall fall by a Ml ber 
mighty One. . hi 
The prophet having in part foretold the conſe- WM 2. 
quences with which the Aſſyrian expedition againſt chu 
Jeruſalem ſhould be attended, with reſpect to the chief WM ** 
men in the army, now declares, that it ſhould be ac- s 
companied with ſimilar effects to the common ſol- WM 
diers. Theſe laſt were certainly the perſons who were Wl :* © 
intended by the thickets of the foreſts, whom the WI ' a 
Lord of hoſts threatened to cut down with iron; not] be e 
literally, but in the metaphorical ſenſe of the expre- WM © © 
lion. They ſhould be ſuddenly cut down, and by . 
one ſtroke as it were deprived of life, even as the Wil © 
graſs or corn is laid down by the ſcythe with which Wi ** 
it is MOWN. And Lebanon ſball fall by a mighty one. 8 
Lebanon was a very high, beautiful, and fruitful Fit 
mountain, in the land of Canaan. It had its name 25 
probably from its white appearance, its ſummit being} F 
almoſt continually covered with ſnow, and its fides | s 
with abundance of frankincenſe, which is of a whitift ur! 
"i x uin 
colour. Upon this celebrated mountain grew the 8 


jargeſt and beſt of cedars, which of all timber is the f 
moſt excellent, odoriferous, and durable. The frank- 
incenſe and the cedars muſt have emitted a line tra-$ | 


a (42+ 
D - 
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grant ſmell, that would perfume the air, and render 
5 : : 
the neighbourhood exceeding pleaſant and agreeable. 
With great propriety, therefore, is this mountain 
mentioned ſometimes in ſcripture to denote a thriv- 
ing and flourithing condition, as in Pal. xcii. 12. 
where it is affirmed, that the righteous ſhall grow 
like a cedar in Lebanon.“ The proſperous condi- 
ion of the Aſſyrian troops, which, for beauty and 
rrandeur, reſembled the foreit of Lebanon, was ſoon 
to be reverſed by a mighty One, deſcribed, in the 
former part of this chapter, as the Angel of the Lord, 
the Light, and the holy One of lirael, whoſe ſupreme 
excellence and glory is celebrated by all the true Iſrael 
of God, who contemplate him as their Saviour and 
delence. The defignation here given to this illuſtrious 
Perſon, plainly refers to that irreſiſtible power of 
hich he is poſſeſſed, who, in the fulneſs of time, was 
to come forth to accompliſh the ſalvation of his 
church; and who, in performing this glorious work, 
was to afford the moſt ſatisfying evidence that he is 
mighty to ſave. He is indeed a very great and re- 
nowned Conqueror, who always prevails, and ſucceeds 
in every enterpriſe. To him every divine perfection 
s aicribed in ſcripture; and, among other characters, 
he claims that of Almighty, which he nobly diſplays 
in eſtabliſhing and preſerving his church, and in van- 
quithing all the many powerful enemies of his people. — 
Having omitted to point out the proper improve- 
ent that you ought to make of ſeveral articles con- 
aned in the above prediCtion, permit me to conclude 
with a remark or two, of which I hope you will per- 
ve the juſtice, and feel the influence. 

Remark, firſt, that the ambition, avarice, and luſt 
of conqueſt in princes and great men, is a reſtleſs, 
urbulent, and dangerous diſpoſition, often attended 
Vith the worſt of conſequences. This obſervation we 
bare ſeen remarkably verified in our progreſs through 
lis chapter. Such is human nature in its preſent 
late, that even thoſe who are exalted to eminent ſta- 
tion, 
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tion, and dignified with the higheſt honours, are ſel. 
dom contented with their condition. Habakkuk the 
prophet thus deſcribes a Chaldean prince, whoſe cha- 
racter is not uncommon: He keepeth not at home, 
< he enlargeth his deſire as hell, and as death cannot 
© be ſatisfied, but gathereth unto him all nations, and 
© heapeth unto him all people :—wa to him that 
£ jncreaſeth that which is not his“: in this wav he 
cannot poſſibly add to real enjoyment. Pyrrhus, king 
of Epirus, having enlarged his dominions by the con- 
ueſt of Macedonia, was bent upon ſubduing Italy, 
and adding it to his empire. Aſking the advice of 
his counſellor Cineas, he inquired at the prince, che 
What he meant to do after he conquered Italy?“ 
Next, ſaid he, I mean to invade Sicily, which is a 
rich and powerful country, and not far off. When | 
you have got Sicily, ſaid Cineas, what then? Africa, 
replied the king, containing many fine kingdoms, is 
at no great diſtance, and through my renown, and 
the valour of my troops, I may ſubdue them. Be it 
fo, ſaid the counſellor: When you have vanquiſhed 
the kingdoms of Africa, what will you do then? 
Pyrrhus anſwered, Then you and I will be merry, 
and have good cheer, Cineas replied, Sir, if this be 
the end at which you aim, what need you venture 
your life, your honour, your kingdoms, and all that 
you have, to purchaſe what you already poſſeſs. Epi- 
rus and Macedonia are ſufficient to make you and me 7ern t 
merry: had you all the world, you could not beg dah, : 
more merry, nor have better cheer. From ſuch in rd, x 
ſtances of fooliſh infatiable ambition, learn the wild danger 
dom and neceflity of the pleaſant exerciſe of contenty ton. 
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ment with ſuch things as you have; for if you at the cra 
not ſatisfied with them, you would not be content i hat he 
any other condition. ur bre 

Remark again, that God frequently diſappoint dents 


men of the objects of their expectation, and fruitrateſſ ou pre 
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their attempts to acquire the riches and honours. of 
this world, whilſt he exalts to ſafety, opulence, and 
crandeur, thoſe who looked not for ſuch advancement, 
in the words of Job, God leadeth princes away 
« ſpoiled, and overthroweth the mighty “.“ Ahab, 

king of Iſrael, failed in his attempt to poſſeſs the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, and was killed in battle. 
The kings of Edom and Moab, of Ammon and 
{.malek, with the Philiſtines, conſpired to cut off the 
people of God from being a nation; but God was 


pleaſed to write confuſion and diſappointment upon 


all their hoſtile exertions for this purpoſe. Senna- 
cherib, king of Aſſyria, went up to the very gates of 


[cralalem, to ſpoil and devour its inhabitants; yet, 


after all his great preparations and threatenings, he 
was obliged to return with ſhame to his own land, 

where he was ſlain by his own ſons; and upon his 
tomb the following inſcription is ſaid to have been 
engraven: Let every one that ſeeth me, learn to 
fear God, and not to defy him as I have done +.” — 
We may farther remark, that the Moſt High often 
exalts to ſafety, opulence, and grandeur, thoſe who 
expected not ſuch promotion. Saul, the ſon of Kifh, 

when ſeeking for his father's aſſes, ſound'a kingdom. 
Joleph, from being a priſoner, was advanced to be 
governor over all the land of Egypt. David was 
aken from feeding his father's lock, to feed and go- 
zern the Kingdom of Iſrael. And the people of ſu- 
Gh, at the time to which the above prophecy refer- 
red, were wonderfully delivered from impending 
langer, and raiſed to a fate and comfortable condi- 
tion. Thus doth the Almighty. defeat the purpoſes of 
the crafty; and raiſeth up the poor out of the duſt, 

tat he may ſet them with princes. Would you then, 
my brethren, happily eicape thoſe vexatious croſs ac- 
adents which might diſturb your enjoyment of what 
jou preſently poffeſs, and rife ſuperior to thoſe diſap- 


* Job xii. 19, + Herod, lib. ii. 
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ointments which are ready to {tun with . e 
bverwhelm the mind with amazement! = y 1 

ourſe with a ſteady hand; mark the N 2 1 2 
| 3 providence in your proſperity, e = ee '1 7 

reſſion; and attempt no deſign wi . 
F ezne God, and looking to him to crown your eft- Wh olate 
_— Sh ſucceſs. To conclude, let us unite FF ever) 
— 2 en of God in ancient times, in grateful BY bavir 
WI 


: ich we, I kiah' 

that almighty band to which we, BY kia 
_— — 1 * for every deliverance, { the k 
dr See- . or ſpiritual nature; and. In I form. 


1 ibe ſalvation to God, 
JET. ints above, aſcribe lalvatlo od, BY tunes 
: mitation of the {aints above, W cali 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS 


T HE prophet here begins the fifth ſection of this 
long prophetical diſcourſe. Having contem- 
plated, in \ the overthrow of Aſiyria, the deſtruction of 
every adverſe power to the kingdom of God, and 
having viewed, in the proſperity and felicity of Heze- 
kiah's reign, an image of the happineſs and glory of 
the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt after the conqueſt of its 
brmidable enemies, overlooking its intermediate for- 
tunes, he proceeds to delineate the riſe, the amiable 
rualifications, and illuſtrious actions of the great Meſ- 
lah. After which, he repreſents the ceconomy, the 
peace, the extent, the glory, and the other properties 
nd future fortunes of his kingdom, with their conſe- 
quences. To theſe deſcriptions he ſubjoins a hymn 
ok gratitude, in which the church is introduced cele- 
brating the praiſes of their God and Saviour, on ac- 
count of the great ſalvation in which they participate. 

[us pleaſing proſpect our prophet preſented to the 
new of thoſe who were looking for redemption in 
J iitael; and, by the predictions that he delivered on 
Ibis ſubject, he adminiitered the moſt agreeable con- 


lation to their hearts, and furniſhes the people of 


Iod in all ages with a delightful topic of uſeful me- 
litation and diſcourſe. This chapter may be diſ- 
muted into the following parts: The humble de- 

bent, the eminent gifts, and peculiar excellencies of 

le illuſtrious Prince, who forms the chief ſubject of 

az prophecy, are particularly ſpecified, ver. 1.—5. 

Ihe gentle, peaceable, and flouriſhing condition of 

lis extenfive kingdom, collected ſrom among dif- 

tent nations, is next diſplayed in beautiful figurative 
aruage, ver. 6.—9. The converſion of the Gen- 
ies, and the vocation of the diſperſed Jews to the 
ſarious privileges belonging to his vaſt empire, are 
en toretold, ver. 10.—14. The chapter concludes 
th rep preſenting the ſubverſion of the holtile king- 
Sb doms 
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doms of Egypt and Aſſyria, and the awful demonſtra. Þ 
tions of the divine righteouſneſs which was to ac- 7 
company the great work of divine grace, ver. 17. 


and 16. ſl 
| hi 
tl 

. 

CHAP; Al; g 

Tl 

A ND there ſhall come forth a rod out of the br 
ſtem of Jefle, and a branch ſhall grow out Þ - 

of his roots. | | Haw 
cht 

In theſe words the nativity of the renowned Prince 7 all 

is foretold, in whom the following predictions were to, 
receive their accompliſhment. Having announced : a t 
the certain deſtruction of the Aſſyrian army, under mi 
the image of a great foreſt cut down by ſome power- 1101 
ful hand, the prophet proceeds, in figurative terms, h. 
correſponding to the language of the former pro- fror 
phecy, to forete] his birth and lineal deſcent, to ® < 
whom Þclong the after-ment:oned glorious preroga Se 
tives, repreſenting his appearance as a ſlender ſtem MI dar. 
ſhooting out from the trunk of an old tree that wad * 
cut down and decayed. This tender plant, though cedi 
weak to human view, ſhould nevertheleſs grow an of C 
flouriſh, and become exceedingly fruitful. This conf for t 


trait points out the connection between this and th ds 
foregoing chapter, expreſſed by the connecting par; Meff 
ticle with which it begins. A remarkable inſtance fe 
here occurs of the method frequently adopted by | 
Iſaiah, and the other prophets, of taking occationg Like 
from ſome great temporal deliverance they have meny 
tioned, of introducing the ſpiritual ſalvation of God WI © 
people by the mighty One, on whom our help Fl 
laid. That this prophecy relates to Meſſiah the Princq i Pop! 
heſitate not to affirm, upon the expreſs authority 
the apoſtle Paul; who, when preaching to the me 
of Antioch, declared, © That of the feed of David a 


0 


3 
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* ſon of Jefle, God hath, according to his promiſe, 
© raiſed unto Iſrael a Saviour, Jeſus *.? And when 
ſhewing that the Gentiles ought to glorify God for 
his mercy, in railing up for them a Saviour, he quotes 
the words now before us: Eſaias faith, There ſhall be 
a root of Jeile, and he that ſhall riſe to reign over the 
f * Gentiles, in him ſhall the Gentiles truſt f.“ By this 
IJ ſacred teſtimony, I am fully juſtified in applying this 
0 prophecy to jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, the ſplen- 
dour and glory of whoſe kingdom is foretold in this 
chapter. I think that I am alſo vindicated in making 
this application, by the deſcription which Jeſus Chriit. 
aſſumes to himſelf, when © he ſent his angel to teſtify 
* unto you theſe things in the churches : I am (faid 
be) the root and offspring of David f;“ where, if I 
MJ miſtake not, there is a manifeſt alluſion to the defcrip- 
tion given of the Prince of peace in this prediction, 
who, according to the ſcriptures, lineally deſcended 
from that illuſtrious patriarch. I proceed, therefore, i| 
of to explain and illuſtrate the figurative repreſentation 1 
J :ziven of the nativity and extraction of our mighty 
Saviour, and glorious king. | 
And there ſhall come forth à rod, &c. In the pre- 4 
ceding chapter, the Aſſyrian was ſpoken of as the rod | 
of God's anger, wherewith he corrected his people 
nM for their fins; and as a ſtrong bough, which the Lord 
he vas to lop with terror. In this chapter, the great 
a \icfiah is ſpoken of as the rod whereby Jehovah was { 
ic {0 feed, lead, and govern his people, to afford them 
bl protection and deliverance, {ſupport and conſolation. 
nl like the rod of God which Moſes was commanded 
en © take in his hand, when employed in bringing the 
d' children of Iſrael out of Egypt, this rod was to per- 
m many ſigns and wonders in the ſight of the 
oY beople. Like the rod of Aaron, that bloſſomed and 
dare fruit, this rod was to appear beautiful, and to 11 
nel bear fruit for the cure and the food of the nations of 
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0 aas xiii. 22, 23. + Rom. xv. 12. f Rev. xxii. 16. 
? them | 


* 


With no leſs propriety is the Meſſiah foretold as a2 
branch which was to grow out of the ſtock of the 
Jewiſh fathers, from whom, according to ancient pro- 
phecy, he was to proceed. Like Iſaac, he was re- 
markably the Son of the promiſe, raiſed up by divine | 
power, when human expectation had almoſt periſhed, 8 
His firſt appearance, like that of a branch, was mean 
and inconſiderable, totally deſtitute of external pomp | 
and magnificence, He ſprung up from the family of 
David, after it was reduced very low, and there re- 
mained not one king or prince belonging to it that 

might preſide over the Jewiſh nation. Eminently} 
poſſeſled of life and vigour, he increaſe@mn ſtature} 
and wiſdom: he flouriined with the moſt amiable$ 
gifts and graces; and, from the whole goſpel-hiltory, | 
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them that are ſaved. By this rod of God's ſtrength, 


Satan was vanquiſhed, and diveſted of the poſſeſſion 
of the human heart; the turbulent paſſions of the 
wicked are ſubdued ; the word of reconciliation, the 
goſpel of ſalvation, was publiſhed ; the children of 
God, that were ſcattered abroad, are gathered toge- 
ther in one, kept from falling, and preſented faultleſs Þ 


before the preſence of God's glory with exceeding 


joy. By this rod, they are ſuſtained under all the 
preſſures of fin, of a wounded ſpirit, and a decayed 
body, under the cruſhing weight of temptations, re- 
proaches, and the dreaded calamities of the valley of, 
the ſhadow of death; their injuries are revenged, 


their enemies repelled, and their telicity ſecured. 


we learn, that he was abundantly filled with the rich- 


eſt and the moſt excellent fruits. How ſublime, how! 


truly divine the doctrine which he inculcated ! How 


ſtupendous the miracles that he performed, which. 


excited the admiration of the ſpeQators! who ex- 
claimed, Is not this the ſon of David?” In his 


whole conduct, in every condition, and in every place, 
he diſplayed conſummate wiſdom united with perfect 
holineſs: all his words and actions diſcovered that ex 
cellent ſpirit, and ſupreme authority of which he was 


polleſſed4 
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poſſeſſed. His influence and renown extended gra- 
dually over the earth, and ſpread far and wide; fo 
that under his ſhadow multitudes reforted, who en- 
oved the moſt agreeable refreſhment, and were de- 
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unſpeakable need of the great Redeemer, let us high- 
ly prize him, particularly in the view in which he is 
here exhibited; and let us have immediate recourſe 
to him, that we may enjoy comfortable repoſe under 
this branch of righteouſneſs, be ſcreened from the 
ſcorching heat of that fire which might conſume us, 
and feaſt upon thoſe precious fruits of which, by vir- 
tue of intereſt in him, we may participate. This 
rod and branch our prophet foretels, 

BY Shall come forth out of the ftem of Jeſſe, and ſhall 
2 BY crow out of his roots. The illuſtrious Perſon intended 
„ey the rod mentioned in this verſe, ſhould ariſe from 
- IF imong the poſterity of Jeſſe the Beth-lehemite, the fa- 
ether of David king of Ifrael, by whoſe name the 
l. Meſfiah is ſometimes called in the ſcriptures of the 


gary 


n 01d Teſtament. This branch is promiſed to grow 
p out of his roots, to proceed from the great progeni- 
of BY tors of Jefle and David; among whom were Boaz, 
e- Amminadab, and Judah, Jacob, Ifaac, and Abraham, 
at with other renowned © fathers, of whom, concerning 
ly Ml © the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed 
re for ever *. The expreſſions I am conſidering, 


plainly refer to the doctrine uniformly taught in the 
cred writings concerning the Son of God, Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, That he was made of the ſeed of 


"vl © David according to the fleſh r.“ Indeed he is often 
5 <cicribed in terms deſigned to excite the moſt grand 
ch ad magnificent ideas, as being ſuperior to angels 
* - ud men; far above all principality and power; above 
his a that is accounted great in heaven and in earth; 
ce, tie only begotten Son of the eternal Father; the 
ecu keir of all things, by whom he made the worlds; the 
ex- 

Was * Rom. ix. 5. + Rom. i. 3. 

[ed4 brightneſs 


lichted with his pleaſant fruits.——Senſible of our 
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brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of 7 


his perſon. Words cannot convey more exalted ideas 


of his tranſcendent dignity, ſupreme excellence, and 
infinite glory. He is nevertheleſs ſométimes ſpoken | 
of as being of mortal extraction; and the tribe, the 
family, and the perſons, from whom he ſhould ariſe, K 
are accurately marked, of which a remarkable in- 
ſtance lies now before us. Of ſuch vaſt importance 
is this truth in the Chriſtian ſyſtem, that the apoſtle 
Peter, when preaching on the day of Pentecoſt to 
the men of Judea, introduced this ſubject as an article 
of his diſcourſe: * David (ſaid he) being a prophet, and 

© knowing that God had ſworn with an oath to him, 
© that of the fruit of his loins, according to the fleſh, F 


© he would raiſe up Chrift, to fit on his throne, as it 


is written, Pal. cxxxii. 11.*,” The apoſtle Paul 
repeatedly inculcates the ſame doctrine, as worthy of 
ſerious attention, and frequent conſideration : © Re- 


© member (faith he) that Jeſus Chriſt, of the ſeed ot 


© David, was raiſed from the dead f.“ The expreſ- 


ſions uſed in the inſpired volume on this ſubject cleat- 
ly ſhew, that the divine agency was peculiarly em- 
ployed in the wonderful work of the Word being 
made fleſh; and that this myſtery conſiſts in the aſ- 
| ſumption of that human nature, which ſprung from 


the item of jeſſe and his roots, into the moſt intimate 
connection with the Son of God. This circumſtance 


points out the royal deſcent of the Meſſias; and evincey 


the inviolable faithfulneſs of God, in accompliti 


ing the predictions and promiſes delivered to ting 


church under the Old Teſtament. By taking fleity 
unto him, this glorious Perſon became capable ol 
ſuffering for the fins of his people, of compaſſiona! 


ing them in their ſufferings, of interceding in the 


behalf, and of acting, in every reſpect, as a Sav10! 
ſuited to relieve all our neceſſities. 


Bs: 2 Tim. ii. 8. 


* Acts 11. 38. 
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2 And the ſpirit of the LoRD ſhall reſt upon 
him, the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the 
ſpirit of counſel and might, the ſpirit of know- 
ledge, and of the fear of the LoRD. 


Having, in figurative language, 6878010 the nati- 
vity of Jeſus Chriſt, and the family from which he 
ſhould ariſe, the prophet proceeds to ſpecify ſome of 
the divine gifts and ſplendid ornaments of which the 
Metfitah ſhould be poſſeſſed, and which he was to diſ- 
play with the brighteſt luſtre among men. The firſt 
of theſe is thus exprefſed : The ſpirit of the Lord ſhall 
reſt upon” him. The Holy Spirit, who with the Fa- 
ther and Son is one God, ſeems to be here intended, 
to whom the anointing of the man whoſe name is the 
Branch is attributed in various paſſages of ſcripture. 
He is called the Spirit, to intimate, that he is perfect- 
ly pure and incorporeal; that all exiſtences derive 
their life, ſpirit, and activity from him; and that it is 
his peculiar office to convey ſpirit and life into men 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. In the language of inſpira- 
bon, this Spirit is ſaid to create, and give lite; to 

peak by the prophets, and to appoint miniſters in the 
ag. to help infirmities, and to teach all things; 
to guide into all truth, to reprove and comfort, and 
to abide with his people for ever. Theſe aſſertions, 
with many others of a ſimilar nature that occur in the 
Bible, ſerve to ſhew, that the Spirit of Jehovah is an 
nrelligent Being, and a divine Agent. In the words 
betore us, he is foretold to reſt upon him who is the 
rod that grew out of the roots of Jefle. All his ope- 
ations reſpecting men, are either tranſitory, and of 
ſhort continuance ; ſuch was his divine influence felt 


b Gideon, Jephthah, and Saul the fon of Kiſh: or 


D and of long duration; ſuch is his reſidence 
the faithful, with whom he abides ſo as not to 
. them. In this manner he is here promiſed to 
elt upon Jeſus Chriſt, even as the ſymbol of the di- 
ine glory reſted of old upon the tent of the congre- 
| gation. 
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gation “. By the Spirit of the Lord, he was conſe. 
crated to the ſacred office in which he was inveſted ; 
and perfectly qualified for ſuſtaining the high charac- 
ter in which he was to act, and for performing all the 
promiſes of grace reſpecting the redemption of the 
church. By this Spirit, he was abundantly furniſhed 
for accompliſhing the whole of the arduous work 


which he engaged to execute; and, therefore, the 
Spirit is ſaid to have deſcended and abode upon him, 
as here predicted +; and he is ſaid to have been full 


of the Spirit .“ This was he oil of gladneſs where- 
with he was anointed above his fellows; for © God 


gave not the Spirit by meaſure unto him ||. The 


apoſtle Peter explicitly affirmed, in his diſcourſe be- 


fore Cornelius and his friends, That God anointed | 


< Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 


* power;* and our Saviour himſelf acknowledged, in | 
the ſynagogue of Nazareth, that the Spirit of the 
Lord God was upon him. Innumeradle teſtimonies | 
might be added in confirmation of the fulfilment oi | 


this prediction, which it is unneceflary to recite. 


The Spirit of the Lord, which reſted upon the Meſſias, 


{till reſts upon his people, who, to a man, rejoice 


that they have not received the ſpirit of the world, 
nor the ſpirit of bondage, but the Spirit which 1s of | 
God. Have you not, in manitold inſtances, Chriſtians, 
experienced this comfortable truth? Hath not he fill- 


ed your minds with the knowledge.of neceflary divine 
truths when you were in uncertainty and perplexit)! 


Hath not he ſubdued your corrupt diſpoſitions, and 


introduced into your ſouls thoſe amiable graces in 
which you reſemble your divine Maſter. Hath not 
he fanctified your affections, preventing them from 
being entangled with worldly objects, and directing 


them to things heavenly and eternal? Hath not he 


ſtrengthened you with all might in the inward man 


* See Exod. Xl. 34, 35. + John i. 32. + Luke iv. 14 
John iii. 34. | 


when 
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chen you were weak and feeble, and poured into 


Jour diſconſolate hearts the moſt reviving conſola- 


ons. $ 

T he ſpirit of wiſdom. The firſt of the ſix qualifica- 
ons of which the illuſtrious Perſon, who is the ſub- 

ect of this prophecy, ſhould be poſſeſſed, by the Spi- 

it of the Lord, is wiſdom. Anciently wiſdom was 
employed to ſignify exquiſite {kill in any art or ſcience; 
in after- times it was appropriated to thoſe who were 
devoted to the contemplation of the moſt ſublime ob- 
jects, by acquaintance with which they were diſtin- 
guiſhed from the bulk of mankind, and furniſhed for 
becoming their inſtructors. Among us that man is 
reckoned to be wiſe, who makes choice of the beſt 
ends, and employs the moſt proper means in order to 
attain them ;—who, with caution and prudence, em- 
braces every opportunity of carrying into execution 
the good purpoſes which he hath deliberately form- 
ed; who governs his paſſions with moderation; who 
conducts his affairs with diſcretion, and acts with pro- 
priety in the ſtation aſſigned him by providence, per- 
forming with fidelity and diligence the buſineſs in 
which he is occupied. By the ſpirit of wiſdom pro- 
miſed to the Meſſiah in his human character, he was 


perfectly acquainted with the divine nature and glo- 
10us perfections of Jehovah, his gracious counſels, 


"is wonderful works and diſpenſations, in their order, 
connection, and deſign. He was likewiſe inſtructed 
in the offices he was to execute, according to the di- 
vine appointment ; and the way by which, according 
to the purpoſes of grace, ſinners of mankind may ob- 
tan complete ſalvation, with eternal glory, in the 
preſence and enjoyment of God, whoſe favour is bet- 
ter than life. He had a thorough acquaintance with 
the ſtate of the world, the economy of the church, 
and the manner in which it might be beſt admini- 
tered, agreeably to its various conditions, and the 
kveral ſtages through which it was to paſs. By this 
pirit of wiſdom, he was fully qualified to make known 

| 4M the 
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the whole counſel of God, to inſtru& men in the 
knowledge of every neceſlary divine truth, to ſhew Þ 
them the way of falvation, to give them the moſt ex. 
cellent precepts and perfect example, whereby the 
might be directed in the way of life and felicity. 0 
Hereby he was directed in the performance of the ar. MF . 
duous work which he appeared on earth to execute: 
he was enabled to confound thoſe who thought that . 
they were wiſe; to inſtruct his followers, ſo as to 
make them wiſe unto falvation ; to ſpeak a word in 


ſeaſon to the weary, and effcQuually to repair the in- * 
jured honour of the divine government. This ſpi- 1 
rit, which was plentifully communicated to the Head, WF ,; 
was intended to deſcend and diituſe itſelf over his 8 


whole body myſtical, It is not a natural endowment, WM ,. 
or a natural faculty, eſſential to the human foul ; but 


© comes down from above, is pure, peaccable, gentle, | 4 n 
and eaſy to be entrea ted, full of mercy and good WI b. 
« fruits, without partiality, and without hypocriſy *.” Ine 
It teaches to deſiſt from the purſuit of lying vanities, WF ,_ 
and to acquire, by the moſt proper means, the mot | p | 
glorious and ſublime enjoyments. Deeply ſenſible Wc. 
then that you greatly need this wifdom, have imme- too 
diate recourſe to him in whom are depoſited all the| * 

treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge; and earneſtiy H 
aik it of God, and it ſhall be given you. i 
And underſtanding, or prudence, as the word alſo W 7 
ſignifies. In Tome places of ſcripture, wiſdom and WF dig, 
underſtanding denote nearly the fame thing, as in the Hef h 
following proverb: The fear of the Lord is the be- -. 
* ginning of 0 iſdom: and to depart from evil is un- bel 
e derſtandi ing.“ In other paſſages, fome diſtinction WF e; 
ſeems to be made between ihele gifts or endowments, WF... 
as in the proverb which ſaith, © With him that hang... 
© underitanding wiſdom is to be found.” Though, Sho 
hetween thele two qualifications of mind there is an He 
intimate connection, and the one is frequently inclad- M nie, 
md 


N 
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ed 1n the other, yet, in the verſe under conſideration, 
underſtanding or prudence ſeems to denote ſomewhat 
different from wiidom. The ſpirit of wiſdom relates 
chieffy to divine truths, whereas the ſpirit of under- 
ſtanding principally reſpects holy practice and good 
conduct. Underſtanding conſiſts in an accurate dif- 
cernment of the relation, excellence, and importance 


of the various objects which preſent themſelves to 


view, and a clear perception of their real worth and 
utility, ſo as to diſtinguiſh them from their counter- 
feits and oppotites. It teaches to reject with diſdain 
whatever is bad or unprofitable, and to approve of 
whatever is valuable and uſeful, according to their 
comparative excellence, in preference to every thing 
that ſtands in competition with them. Prudence ap- 
plies to practice the maxims of wiidom ; determines, 
with reſpect to time, place, and meaſure, what is to 
be done, and what is not to be done; what evils, vices, 
and dangers are to be avoided ; what things, that are 
good, virtuous, and laudable, ought to be performed 
in every circumſtance and condition. Of this ſpirit 
of underſtanding and prudence, one of the nobleſt en- 
dowments and chief excellencies which can adorn hu- 
man nature, ſeſus Chriſt was to de eminently poſſeſſ- 
ed, according to this prediction. Furniſhed with this 
brighteſt ornament, it ſhone forth with unſullied 
ulkre i in his every en and, on every occaſion, 
aiiaved itſelf fo as to attract the admiration not only 
of his friends, but of his enemies. Read, read atten- 
rely the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt recorded in the gol- 
pels, and you ſhall find the moſt illuſtrious proofs of 
me ipirit of underſtanding here promiſed to him that 

wer were exhibited to the view of mankind. This. 
ſpirit too runs down from the Head upon att thoſe 
no compoſe his body the church, enabling them 
wioht to underſtand, eſteem, and practiſe the perfect 
nes of righteouſneſs contained in the word of God, 
nd from the beſt principles and motives to become 


bedient to their BY gheit Lord. It communicates a 


divine 
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divine {kill and ability to perform every commanded 
duty; and, therefore, the apoſtle Paul informed the 
faithful brethren to whom he wrote, © That he ceaſea i : 
< not to pray that they might be filled with the know. MY t 
* ledge of God's will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual un- 
< derſtanding ; that they might walk worthy of the iT | 
© Lord unto all pleaſing *. Give me underſtanding, i © 
O Lord, and 1 ſhall keep thy law, yea, I ſhall ob- il *© 
« ſerve it with my whole heart f.“ = * 

The ſpirit of counſel. Though this Pitt bears a 5 


remarkable affinity to that of wiſdom and underſtand. if cc 
ing, and is intimately connected with it, there is not. ed 
withſtanding a conſiderable difference e them. 
Counſel, you know, conſiſts in ſerious deliberate con- {ce 


ſultation, accompanied with wholeſome advice reſpect- IF pi! 
ing meaſures proper to be adopted, and deſigns which IF he 
ought to be carried into execution. In this view, it pol 
mult be given by ſome, and accepted by others, that to 
it may become truly beneficial. By the ſpirit of M cur 
counſel promiſed to the Mefliah, to whoſe direction ¶ tag 
he ſhould faithfully attend, he was to be perfectly fi 
qualified for giving the beſt and moſt falutary advices ¶ and 
to thoſe who conſult him, how they ought to behave, M £4 
and what they ought to do in all their perplexities W and 
and difficulties. By this ipirit, he ſhould be admirably 
fitted for the neceſſary work of directing them in the W faith 
way to eternal ſalvation, and poſſeſſed of all thoſe abi- 
lities that are requiſite to enable him to give the wiſeſt 
counſels to thoſe who aſk them, ſenſible of their ne- 

ceſſities. He was hereby furniſhed with the moſt ac- 
curate knowledge of the true way of ſalvation, the 
moſt intimate acquaintance with human nature, the 
cleareſt diſcernment of mens duty and intereſt, with 
ability to convey his inſtructions in the moſt convin- 
cing manner, and to recommend his counſels by the 
moſt affecting and powerful motives. He ſhould not Mhoted 
only promulgate laws as the King of Zion, and incul- lis we 


dictic 
ceſfs 
migh 
tine 


Col. i. 9, 10. + Pfal. exix. 34. 


cate 
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$ cate his doctrine as the Maſter of Ifrael, but, as it 


were laying aſide his authority, and aſſuming the 
agreeable character of a friend, he kindly condeſcends 
to teach and aſſiſt with the moſt engaging familiarity 
and tender affection. He therefore thus ſpeaks of 
himſelf: © I wiſdom dwell with prudence, and find 
* out knowledge of witty inventions. Counſel is 
mine, and found wiſdom: I am underſtanding, I 
have ſtrength *.“ In the Pſalms, he is introduced 
giving ſolemn thanks to Jehovah, for that divine 
counſel and direction which at all times was afford. 
ed him: © I will bleſs the Lord, who hath given me 
* counſe] f. — [his amiable benevolent ſpirit de- 
ſcends from the Head to all the members, and hap- 
pily diſpoſes them to comply with the ſalutary advices 
he is pleaſed to give in every condition. You cannot 
poſtbly receive direction that is once to be compared 
to his unerring counſel, ſo ſafe, ſo ſuited to your cir- 
cumſtances, and attended with ſuch important advan- 
tages. Hear inſtruction then, and be wiſe, and re- 
* tuſe it not | 3* and he will guide you by his counſel, 
and afterward receive you to glory. 
And might, The Hebrew word denotes ſtrength 
and firmneſs, fortitude and conſtancy of mind, found- 
ed upon an unſhaken confidence in the goodneſs, 
aithfulneſs, and other divine perfections of Jehovah. 
This Spirit of might, with the undaunted magnani-. 
mity which he inſpires, were indiſpenſably neceſſary 
0 the illuſtrious Perſon who is the ſubject of this pre- 
action, that he might execute with honour and ſuc- 
cels the work that was given him to do :—that he 
night demonſtrate the truth and efficacy of the doc- 
tine which he taught, convince the gainſayers, and 
ilence the adverſaries who oppoſed him; reſolve the 
Uiculties, and reply to the objections that were pro- 
pled to him; and oblige all to acknowledge, that 
lis word was with power, and that they were unable 


* Prov. ul 12. 14. f Plal, xvi. 7. f Prov. vii. 33. 
| to 
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to reſiſt the Spirit by which he ſpake :—that he might ? 
reſolutely ſuſtain the envy and hatred, the inſults ang 
injuries, the complicated ſufferings and! ignominious 


death, to which he ſhould be expoſed on account of 
His fidelity, in reproving the prevailing vices of the * 
times, for the ſake of the truth and glory of God, | 
and the falvation of men :—that he might perform F 
the moſt aſtoniſhing miracles, as inconteſtable proofs i 
of his ſaving power, as convincing evidences of his ce 
divine miſſion, and the truth of the doctrine which he MY ©: 
was commiſſioned to promulgate, and taught with th 
authority :—and that he might vanquith all the for- an 
midable enemies of his kingdom, who aQed in com- el 


bination againſt him, by the excruciating death to eg 
which, for that purpoſe, he was, according to the VIC 
counſel of Jehovah, to ſubmit. All this arduous work MI? 
was to be done, not by might, nor by power, but by | in 
my Spirit, faith the Lord of hoſts“. This Spirit üb! 
of might 1s not confined to the N of the church, Wh 
bat is-extended to all who: are united to him, and Wl the 
participate of the grace of God in truth. Though che 
in themſelves without ſtrength, yet, by the effectual end 
Working of his power, according to the grace of God MW knt 


given unto them, and the riches of his glory, they plate 
are ſtrengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner | moſt 
man +. Such, my brethren, is the levity and incon- MW "ou! 
fancy of our nature; ſuch our inability to refilt nun, 
temptations, and proneneſs to backſlide from God; MW ko! 
ſuch is the malice, the power, the ſubtilty, and number Neujo 
of our ſpiritual enemies, that, unleſs we are ſtrength- “ ac 
ened and ſupported by the Spirit of might, we cannot Nchriſ 
be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abounding i in the Hoof. 
work of the Lord. Earneſtly and frequently implore leſtal 
from God, with whom is the reſidue of the Spirit, Ned 
this ſpiritual might, that thereby your faith and hope, if the 
our patience and conſtancy of mind, may be increil. 155 
dave h. 


ed and eſtabliſhed. 


* Zech. iv. G. + Eph. iii. 7. 16. 
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The ſpirit of knowledge. The knowledge ſpoken 
of; mult be that which is accompanied with love 
and affection. In this ſenſe it is often mentioned in 
ſcripture ; ſo that to know and to love the name of 
the Lord ſeem to be ſynonimous terms, employed to 
deſcribe one and the ſame character, of which you 
may be ſatisfied by comparing together Pſal. ix. 10. 
with Pſal. v. 11. Knowledge and affection are cloſely 
connected together, and have a ſtrong reciprocal influ- 
ence upon each other. Indeed the connection between 


dhe knowledge and the love of God is moſt intimate 


and inſeparable ; for it is impoſhble to love him, un- 
lels he is Known; and if he is properly known, it is 
equally impoſſible not to love him. Upon this ob- 
rious principle, the apoſtle Paul affirms, © If a man 
love God, the ſame is known of him *.* The terms 
in which this propoſition are expreſſed, are conver- 
ble into either of the following forms, both of 
which are of the ſame import: If a man love God, 
the ſame is loved by him; or if a man know God, 


che ſame is known by him. The ſpirit of knowledge 
Ind love here promiſed to the Meſſiah, is that excel- 


nt diſpoſition of mind whereby he was to contem- 
plate God as his Father, to whom he would yield the 
molt grateful and prompt obedience, whoſe favour he 
would deſire with the moſt intenſe affection, in com- 
nunion with whom he would place his chief delight, 

rhoſe approbation he would ſtrenuouſly endeavour to 
enjoy, and whole glory he would aſſiduouſly ſtrive 
o advance. This amiable ſpirit our Lord Jeſus 


crit enunently poſſeſſed, of which the moſt ſtriking 


"roofs are recorded by the evangeliſts in the New 
leltament. He perfectly knew the Father; and re- 

raled him unto men: he perfectly knew the mind 
| the Lord; and communicated it unto us: he per- 
ktly loved the Father; and, therefore, as the Father 
ure him commandment, fo he did, and ſo he ſpake, — 


* x Cor. viii. 3 


When 
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When this ſpirit of knowledge and love takes poſſeſ. 
fion of the ſubjects of Jeſus Chriſt, their minds are il. 
luminated to perceive the excellence, connection, and 
deſign of divine revelation: and the love of God is F 
ſhed abroad into their hearts, which preſides over 
their other graces as a prince among his people; and 
from which, as from a living fountain, proceeds the 
whole work and labour of love. Diligently endeavour R 
then to grow in knowledge, and to improve it, for 
exciting you to the vigorous exerciſe of divine love, 
by which you may reſemble your bleſſed Maſter, and 
adorn your holy profeſſion. : 
And of the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord 
may here denote the devout affection of reverence, # 
which ariſes in the mind by means of the contempla- | 
tion of the grandeur and dominion, the power and Mo 
righteouſneſs, with the other divine excellencies of uit 
Jehovah. It adores his greatneſs; it venerates his MW a 
purity ; it reſpects his omniſcience ; it does homage lues 
to his goodneſs; it ſtands in awe of his power; it Mint 
honours his juſtice, and is ſolicitous to avoid his diſ- MW cc: 
pleaſure. It is ſuch a profound reverence for God as W tic! 
is accompanied with love, and a becoming concern to Wd 
:1eld an exact obedience to all his commands: it re- ind: 
ſembles the affection which a dutiful fon difcovers to- i: 
ward his eſteemed parent, and faithful ſubjects enter- our! 


tain for a good prince. When this principle of the com 
fear of the Lord reigns in the heart, it produces the ble 
moſt powerful effects, and hath an extenſive happy in- de p 
fluence over all the purpoſes, affections, deſires, andi nigh 


actions. It diſpels the fear of man that bringeth Arni! 
ſnare, and renders ſuperior to all the threatening tr 
and terrors of the world: it reſtrains from ſin, andWind t 
cloſely adheres to God, and his ways: it render ber 
cautious and circumſpect, and proves the watchiu 
guardian of the heart: it preſides in every act o 
worſhip, and excites to the performance of ever) 


3 


ing ir 


duty that may pleaſe the Lord. This filial fear and r udge 
verence of Jehovah, is the fruit of the Spirit; the oH Aer! 


17171 
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bring of faith, whereby it is cheriſned; the concomi- 


k 


ant of love, which preſerves it from degenerating 
1 into ſlaviſh dread ; the companion of hope, which it 
$ IM keeps from falling into preſumption, whilſt hope pre- 
r BY frves fear from ſinking into deſpair : it qualifies joy, 


d BY and keeps it from levity, ' whilſt joy ſhews that fear is 
e genuine, and of the right kind. Such was the ſpirit 
ir i of reverence and fear of the Lord which was promiſed 
rothe Meſſiah, of which he was eminently poſſeſſed, 
e, Ins is abundantly evident from the goſpel-hiſtory, 
id chere many inſtances of its amiable influence are re- 
IF corded. With the ſame ſpirit of veneration for 
rd Cod, and unteigned piety, are the ſubjects of his 
e, kingdom in ſome meaſure endowed; and under its 
la- influence, they perform the various acts of divine 
nd vorſhip, which are preparatory to their entrance 
of Within the vail, whither Jeſus Chriſt their Forerunner 
his Wi; already gone. Let this fear of the Lord be your 
ge ueaſure.— Review the whole prediction contained 
it in this verſe, and ſee how admirably the great Re- 
lil. eemer muſt be qualified, by the accompliſhment of 
as MW theſe promiſes, for performing the work aſſigned him, 
to nnd perfecting the human character. Wiſdom and 
re-MF inderitanding, counſel and might, knowledge and 
to- le fear of the Lord, were all united in the Author of 
ter-M our ſalvation: and, through him, the fame ſpirit is 
the communicated to us, to cure us of our folly; to en- 


the ble us to diſcern all neceſſary truth; to conduct us in 

in- me paths of righteouſneſs; to ſtrengthen us with all 

andi night for actual ſervice, and dutiful ſubmiſſion; to 

th A urniſh our minds with knowledge and love, that may 

ng WMWitord us comfortable experience in the ways of God; 
and end to grant us the fear of the Lord, which is a 

der werful principle of all holy obedience. 

hfu 


3 And ſhall make him of quick underſtand- 
nz in the fear of the LORD, and he ſhall not 
udge after the ſight of his eyes, neither reprove 
a er the hearing of his ears, 


— 17 
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In this verſe; the admirable fitneſs of the Meſſiah . 
is repreſented, for gathering together the people of 
whom his kingdom ſhall be compriſed, and for ad- 
miniſtering the aſſairs of his government. That he 
might perform aright this great and difficult work, x 
the Spirit of Jehovah, which was to reſt upon him, Ih 
ſhould make him of quick underſtanding, and furniſh MY 
him with a penetrating diſcerument, whereby he 
was at once clearly to percai 2 who were the moſt i de 
proper perſons to be admitted to his patronage, and in 
the privileges of his dutiful ſubjects. This faculty pi 
was to proceed from the ſupernatural influence of Y re 
the Holy Spirit, and the intimate connection of in: 
our Lord's human nature with the Godhead; in ot! 
conſequence of which, he ſhould be perfectly ac- die 
quainted with the ſecrets of all hearts, and have poc 
no need that any ſhould teſtify to him what is inWou 
man. He was to be of quick ſcent or ſmell, ac-W pot 
cording to the tranſlation of the Hebrew word in the tial 
margent of ſome of your Bibles, ſo as to perceive the kin 
fear of the Lord wherever it could be found; and, - 
like the ſacrifices of old, with which God was well %, 
pleaſed, it ſhould prove an odour of a ſweet ſmell, andiſ ture 
an acceptable offering. This prediction was fully ve der 
rified in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was of ſuch quicꝰ clic 
diſcernment and acute underſtanding, in the diſpoſi i keal 
tions of the human heart, that he could infallibly deal 
termine with reipe&t to mens characters, of whici nt | 
ſome memorable inſtances are recorded in the Ne enq̃ 
Teſtament. Such was his penetrating ſagacity, that by h 
at ſirſt ſight, he could eaſily diſcover a true Iſraelitei nent 
in whom was the fear of the Lord, from thoſe tha chara 


j 
n 


were wicked, hypocritical, or formal, and deſtitute i tcipa 
this internal qualification. * When he ſaw Nathanaq cor. 
coming to him, he ſaid of him, Behold an Iſraeli tht n 
© indeed, in whom is no guile.—Before (added head i 
that Philip called thee, when thou waſt under th bich 
* {ig-tree, I ſaw thee *;* employed, it may be, 1 Kong 

5 | i ſho 


* John i. 47, 48. 


pourin 
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pouring out his ſoul in ſecret before the Lord. He 
of BY hewed that he was perfectly acquainted with the cha- 
d. acter of the woman who was a ſinner, who came and 
he FJ miniſtered to him with great humility and tenderneſs, 
k, and that he needed no information with reſpect to 
m, her paſt conduct. According to this prophecy, the 
iſh Meſſias, in admitting perſons into his kingdom, was 
he BY rot to have reſpect to their external advantages, their 
oft | deſcent, or their richesytheir reputation and condition 
nd in the world, or their exterior appearances of feigned 
piety; but to judge of them ſimply by their fear and 
of reverence of the Lord, which forms the beauty of the 
of YI inward man, and 1s inſeparably connected with ever 

in other divine grace, and the exerciſes of dutiful obe- 
ac- dience to God. Convinced, my friends, that hy- 
avelM pocrity and formality are of no avail in his ſight, we 


in ought ſeriouſly and impartially to examine, if we are 
ac- ¶ poſſeſſed of this important diſpoſition, which is eſſen- 
the tially neceſſary to the ſubjects of the Redeemer's 


kingdom. 

And he ſhall not judge after bb fight of his eyes, 
wither reprove after the hearing of his ears. The ſcrip- 
turgs repreſent the great Redeemer of mankind un- 
der a variety of characters, and aſcribe to him various 
dices, which, though inſufficient fully to exhibit his 


fi tea! excellence, when conjoined, aſſiſt in forming ſuch 
de cxaited ideas of his glory as we can attain in this pre- 
nich ent ſtate. In the words before us, impartial judgment, 
Nev ind equitable reproof, are foretold to be adminiſtered 
hatMW by him. In the exerciſe of his penetrating judg- 
lite nent, he was impartially ta pronounce upon the 
thalWcizraQters of thoſe who were to be admitted to par- 
e ofiicipate in the privileges of his people, to determine 
nac ccording to the perfect rules of equity the differences 
eli tat might ariſe among them reſpecting their conduct 
head intereſts, to defend them from the injuries to 


rhich they might be expoſed, and to avenge the 
Frongs which they ſuitained. By the reproof which 
i ſhould adminiſter, he was to make the molt i im- 
portant 
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portant and intereſting diſcoveries : he was to operate 

owerful convictions of the truth of his doctrine, . 
eſtabliſned upon the maſt complete evidence: he was 3 
to ſtop the mouths of adverſaries; and ſharply to re- 
buke thoſe who ovitinately refuſed, contrarv to rea. © 
ſon and juſtice, to ſubmit their underſtandings to his 
inſtructions, to yield their hearts to his love, and their I | 
lives to the obedience of his laws. This judgment 1 
and reproof the Meſſiah ſhould difpenſe, without re- 
gard to uncertain 1 or to mens exterior ap- 
pearance and condition in the world. Jo judge after 
the ſight of the eyes, is to proceed and decide with- | 
out reſpect to the rules laid down in the law of God, 
neceſſary to be obſerved in the exerciſe of righ- E 
tcous judgment. That law required, that no one MI © 
ought to judge but thoſe inveſted with authority; 
that every deciſion ſhould be regulated by the law ; 
and, after the matter had been impartially examined, : 
and the caſe maturely conſidered, ſentence ſhould he 5 pt 
pronounced, without regard to the rank and circum- th 
ſtances of the parties. When acting in his judicial MF ,, 
capacity, Jeſus Chriſt was to keep perfectly clear of ,, 
the danger of which he cautioned his hearers, and ( i 
the practice ſtrictly prohibited in the law of God, 
which he ſeverely reproved when he ſtood in the cer 
midit of the Jewiſh judges. Judge not (faid he) ac- MI t!, 
cording to the appearance, the fight, or countenance, WM {pc 
but judge rightcous judgment. o reprove after phe 
the hearing of the ears, 1s to be influenced and di- ho; 
rected in performing this important work by vague WF an 
uncertain reports, or by injurious malicious repre- W he ; 
jentations, than which there is not any thing that af. «oy 
fords more precarious and frivolous grounds of admi- W toy 
niſtering reproof. The Meftiah was never to be mi- aut. 
led by tallacious repreſentations of perſons principles ¶ com 
and practices, nor ſeduced into error by the ſpecious Wl c<ci 
inſinuations, and feeble vindicaticns of malice or pre- fl <a: 
judice ; but, in the whole buſineſs of reproot, he was 


to act uniformly, without regard to theſe and other} 
f ſimilar 
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**> 
ſimilar circumſtances. Many inſtances of the moſt 
unbiaſed exerciſe of judgment and reproof preſent 
themſelves to view in the hiſtory of our blefled Sa- 
viour's miniſtry, which we may conſider as the ac- 
compliſhment of this pr ediction. Would you then 
reſemble Jeſus Chriſt in your humble ſphere ? Take 
need that, in delivering your ſentiments, as well as in 
your actions, you be not improperly ſwayed by the 
external condition ot thoſe whoſe characters and con- 
duct come under your review. Beware of extolling 
thoſe who rather deſerve cenſure, and of condemning 
thoſe who ought to receive your commendation. M 
« brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
© the Lord of glory, with reſpect of perſons * po 
ye have reſpect to perſons, ye commit ſin, and are 


1 convinced of che law as tranſgreſſors f.“ 


4 But with righteouſneſs ſhall he judge the 
poor, and reprove with equity, for the meek of 
the earth: and he ſhall ſmite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips ſhall he ſlay the wicked. 


The ſubject which was introduced in the foregoing 
rerle is ho illultrated and amplified. Having fore- 
told that the Meſſiah would not pay improper regard to 
pecious appearances, and uncertain reports, our pro- 
pact politively declares the rules by which his procedure: 
houid be conducted, and the characters of the perſons 
anong whom he ſhould exerciſe the tunctions in which 
he was to be employed. The whole of our Lord's 
government was to be managed with conſummate righ- 
woulncſs, and perfect equity. Inveſted with fupreme 
authority, and having all power in heaven and in earth 
committed to him, all his admonitions, precepts, and 
becilions, were to be founded in righteouſneſs, and 

iabliſhed in the ſtricteſt Juſtice ; and, therefore, the 


James ü. 1. + James ü. 9, 
obedience 
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obedience he requires, is, with great propriety, called 
a reaſonable ſervice. All his laws were to be holy, 
juſt, and good ; requiring only thoſe things which are 
true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of good report, 
accompanied with promiſes of gracious aſſiſtance, and 
a glorious reward. And every portion of authority 
which he hath delegated to men, is conferred for the 
very purpoſe of teaching others to obſerve whatſoever # 
he hath commanded. The poor and the meek of the 
earth, are the characters of the ſubjects of the Meſſiah's 
ſpiritual kingdom, whom he judges with righteouſ- 
neſs, and for whoſe ſakes he reproves with equity, | 
To perſons of theſe deſcriptions, he afligns the king- | 
dom of heaven, in his memorable diſcourſe delivered 


- © 
from a mountain in Galilee : ©* Blefled are the poor MI | 
© in ſpirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven“. 
The apoſtle James calls our attention to this circum- f 

J t 


ftance: Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not 
God choſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, f. 
and heirs of the kingdom, which he hath promiſed te 
© to them that love him ?' Indeed the church, com- fe 
poſed of the diſciples of Chriſt, are called the congre- M p! 
gation of the poor, being poor not only in ſpirit, but 
often likewiſe in their worldly condition. By admit- MF tal 
ting the poor into his kingdom, Jeſus Chriſt nobly MW wc 
difplays the riches of his adorable grace, to which 
this diſtinguiſhing favour muſt be wholly aſcribed : he WF tt 
makes ample compenſation for external poverty, by 
internal riches: he preſerves the indigent from inani- 
fold temptations, and conforms them to that condi- 
tion in which he appeared in this world.———The } 
| meek of the earth are poſſeſſed of a humble and teach. 
able diſpoſition of mind, ready to receive divine in- 
ſtruction without prejudice, and cordially to ſubmit to 
the authority of the great Prophet of the Lord, who | 
is anointed to preach good tidings to the meck. This | 
excellent qualification of the Meſſiah's ſubjects is ne- 
ceſſary not only to receive the ingrafted word, which is 


* Matth. v. 3. + James ii. [7 


able 


and 5 
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able to ſave their ſouls, but to reſign themſelves wholly 
to his diſpoſal, to regulate their turbulent uneaſy paſ- 
lions, to preſerve them in an agreeable tranquillity 
amidſt repeated provocations, and to diſpoſe them to 
live inoffenſively in the world. When, therefore, 
Chriſtians are directed to walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith they are called, they are required to exer- 
ciſe * all lowlineſs and meeknels *.* Such are the 
perſons whom Jeſus Chriſt pronounces bleſſed; for 
they ſhall inherit the earth, ſo much of the good things 
of this lite as ſhall prove to them a real bleſling. For 
their ſakes, he who 1s their Lord and Protector, 1s 
ready to riſe to judgment to ſave them, and he will 
reprove with equity. Moſt people are averſe to re- 
prove: ſome are afraid, and others are unable to per- 
form this difficult work; whereas the illuſtrious Per- 
ſon who is here ſpoken of, is not afraid of man : for 
this end alſo he is poſſeſſed of conſummate ability, and 
ſhews himſelf ever ready, on every proper occaſion, 
to diſcharge this oſſice with the utmoſt ſkill and ef- 
fect. Many remarkable inſtances of the accom- 
pliihmeng of this prediction are written in the New 
Teſtament. How righteouſly did he judge, how equi- 
tably did he reprove the Scribes and Phariſees, the 
woman of Canaan, and many others, I ſtay not to 
mention | Conſider poverty and meekneſs of ſpi- 
tit as molt excellent diſpoſitions, abſolutely requiſite 
to form the amiable temper of the ſubjects of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom; and diligently uſe every inſtitut- 
ed mean, in dependence upon the divine bleſſing, to 
acquire theſe lovely ornaments of the mind. Seek 
meekneſs from the Author of every good and perfect 
gift: behold it exemplified in Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 
you ought to learn to be meek and lowly i in heart, 
keſt not ſatisfied until you have attained theſe Chriſ- 
tan graces, which are the fruits of the Spirit; and 
employ every prudent precaution to avoid the oppo- 
lt paſſions. 


* Eph. iv. 2. 
And 
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And he ſhall ſmite the earth with the rod of his mouth. 
Theſe words point out in what manner the King of 
Zion ſhould treat his obſtinate enemies, and form the 
counterpart to his gracious regards for his people. 
The prophet divides his ſubject into two parts, the lat- 
ter ſerving to explain and illuſtrate the former. The 
Prince of life, and King of glory, to whom this pre- 
diction relates, having received a kingdom, was to 
rule all nations, to ſubdue all oppoſition, to van- 

utſh all his adverſaries, and to provide for the 
defence and ſafety of his ſubjects. By the earth 
that he ſhall ſmite, is not meant the terreſtrial 
lobe upon which we live, which God hath given 
to the children of men for a habitation, but its inha- 
bitants, who have it for a place of reſidence. In this 
ſenſe the earth is ſometimes mentioned in ſcripture, 
as in Gen. xi. 1. where we read, That the whole 
earth was of one language, and one ſpeech.” The 
word, however, mult here be underſtood in a li- 
mited ſenſe; for among the inhabitants of the earth, 
there are not only the incorrigible enemies of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but likewiſe his faithful friends, 
whom he will not ſmite in the ſenſe now intended. 
"The expreſſion, therefore, muſt be interpreted as hav- 
ing a more reſtricted meaning, in which, on ſome oc- 
caſions, it is uſed by the ſacred writers, to denote the 
land of Canaan, or the whole Roman empire. 
this ſenſe, the evangeliſt Luke afhrms, that, at the 
time of our Saviour's crucifixion, there was dark- 
© neſs over all the earth *.* The earth then may here 


ſignify earthly men, who are of this earth; who have 


their portion in this life, and mind earthly things; 
whoſe god is their belly, whoſe glory is their ſhame, 
and whoſe end is deſtruction. ; 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our prophet declares, that he 
will fimite. The expreſſion intimates, as in ſome other 
paſlages of the ſacred writings, that he would exert 


* Luke ili. 44. 
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tis mighty power in executing righteous vengeance 
upon thoſe who act in oppoſition to his kingdom and 
glory. He would aſllict them with direful calamities, 
irike them through in the day of his wrath, and de- 
liver them over to death, accompanied with all its 
terrors. This he would do with ihe rad of his 
mouth ; or by the word of his mouth, wherewith the 
prophet Hoſea affirms, that he hewed the perverſe and 
diſobedient of his people. The word of God is very 
properly called the rod of his mouth, as it proceeds 
from him, and ſerves not only, like a rod, to ſupport 
thoſe who uſe it aright, but to wound thoſe who perſiſt 
in their oppoſition to our Lord, and his Chriſt. By 
this rod, Pharaoh and the Egyptians were ſmitten, | 
and afterward the Aſſyrian army; and by the ſame i 
rod, the land of Judea was to be ſmitten, becauſe the 9 
citizens thereof would not ſubmit to the government 4 
of the Meſſiah, but hated him, rejected his goſpel, 
and reſiſted his Spirit. And afterward the Roman 
empire, which acted in hoſtility to the intereſts and 
ſubjects of Jeſus Chriſt, was ſmitten and overthrown; 
zxhibiting, in its deſtruction, an inſtructive repre- 
ſentation of the perdition of all the wicked of the 
earth. 

And with the breath of his lips ſhall he ſlay the wic- 
tel. The Hebrew word uſed to deſcribe this charac- 
ter, denotes, that they are unquiet themſelves, and 
tat it is their employment to trouble and diſturb 
ders. The wicked do not tin merely through pre- 
cipitation and inadvertence, but with deliberation and 
red purpoſe: to them tranſgreſſion is not odious and 
pantul, but agreeable and pleaſant. They perform 
mt acts of impiety and injultice occaſionally, through 
ome preſent powerful temptation ; but their time, 
teir ſtrength and ſpirits, arc conſumed in committing 
mquity ; whilſt, with great diligence, and no little 111 
kill, they perſilt f in their pernicious practices. Hav- in 
ing laid aſide ſubjection to the law of God, and re- 14 | 
ud to juitice and honeſty, and diveſted themſelves 10 
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piety, equity, and good conſcience, employ themſelves 
in working with greedineſs all manner of iniquity.— l grout 
People of this character, Jeſus Chriſt ſhall flay with FF and t 
the breath of his lips. In the language of ſcripture, I farthe 
Naving denotes not only a violent painful death, which ed, v 
is the proper meaning of the word, but likewiſe the J bis n 
troubles and calamities to which men are expoſed, his co 
though they terminate not immediately in their diſſo- F tion, 
lution. In this ſenſe the expreſſion is uſed by the FF /ubver 
church, where ſhe thus addrefſeth God : For thy Good, 
© ſake we are killed (or flain) all the day long“. he wi 
Both ſenſes may be included in this prediction. In FF comp! 
the exerciſe of his regal power, the great Meſſiah ſhall then 
deprive the wicked of the comforts they enjoy, and FF * peſt 
inflict upon them thoſe ſevere calamities which ſhall I ſhall b. 
iſſue in death and deſtruction.— This he will do wicked 
ith the breath of his lips. Theſe words may inti-F lighteo 
mate the way and manner in which this prophecy Let us 
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of reſpect for things ſacred, they are governed by avi, 
their corrupt inclinations, and perpetrate with avi ye 
dity what they ought to avoid with the utmoſt folici- un 
tude. The perſons intended, are lawleſs, enormous © the 
tranſgreſſors, who, having thrown off all regard to i; 7 

"F 2ccor 


jhall be accompliſhed. It ſhall be fulfilled by means awe of 
of his word and command; or by the miniſtry of chef per imp 
goſpel, which proceeds from his mouth, and gives af] make c 
fatal blow to thoſe who are of the above deſcription. When 
Or the expreſſion may denote, the eaſe and facility} man, w. 


with which Jeſus Chriſt ſhall flay the wicked. As hal] ſcribed 
revives and comforts the hearts of his people with th the ri; 
light of his countenance, ſo he overthrows the wicked Y of Je 
by the breath of his lips. Life and death are entirely land of 
at the command of Jeſus Chriſt : by his breath h our min 
quickens thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and fins Fay all t. 
and by his breath he flays the wiel his pre 


ked. 8 
diction was remarkebly veriſied, when the officer 5 Ar 
came with ſwords and ſtaves to apprehend our bleſled loins, ar 


* Pal. xliv, 22. 
| Saviout 
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Saricur. Having inquired of them, Whom ſeek 

© ye? They anſwered, Jeſus of Nazareth. Jeſus ſaith 
* unto them, I am . As ſoon as he had ſaid unto 
them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the 
ground.“ If theſe few ſimple words had ſuch power 
2ccompanying them, as to Jay the officers upon the 
ground, how can the wicked reſiſt his ſharp rebukes, 
and the awful denunciations of his wrath? It ſhall be 
ſarther fulfilled, when that wicked one ſhall be reveal- 


ed, whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of 
his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of 


his coming; when the man of ſin, the ſon of perdi- 
tion, ſhall be deſtroyed, and the throne of iniquity 
ſubverted. And at the final judgment, the Son of 
God, by the breath of his lips, by the decifive ſentence 
he will pronounce upon the wicked, ſhall ſully ac- 
compliſh what is here written. He ſhall rain upon 
© them ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an horrible tem- 


* peſt : this ſhall be the portion of their cup *.* Such 
ſhall be the complete triumph of Meſſiah over the 


wicked, until wickedneſs be utterly demoliſhed, and 
1ghteouſneſs eſtabliſhed for ever in his kingdom. — 
Let us reverence this glorious Perſon, and ſtand in 
awe of the judgments of his mouth. This is the pro- 
per improvement which the ſcripture teaches us to 
make of the ſubject we have now been conſidering. 
When God ſhould deſtroy and take away the wicked 
man, who boaſted in miſchief, whoſe character is de- 
ſcribed in the fifty. ſecond pſalm, it is declared, that 


* the righteous ſhall ſee and fear' the power and glo- 


ry of Jehovah, diſplayed in rooting him out of the 
land of the living. May what we have now heard fill 
our minds with reverence of him who will {mite and 
lay all the wicked of the earth! 


5 And righteouſneſs ſhall be the girdle of his 
0128, and faithſulnels the girdle of his reins. 


4 Pfal. x3, 6. 
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In this verſe, are repreſented the amiable perſonal Fa 
endowments of Mefliah the Prince, which were to I nifies 
be conſpicuous in the adminiſtration of his govern- ſubſiſ 
ment, and from the exerciſe of which it ſhould ac- andi t 
quire glory and flability.——1 apprehend that the FI conjo 
Tighteouſneſs here intended, is not the righteouſneſs ſulfiln 
of our God and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, of which the it of 
apoſtle Peter ſpeaks “, which the apoſtle Paul calls F unlim 
the obedience of Chriſt +, comprehending all the ac- ; ect tl 


tions that the Son of God performed in compliance hat! 
with the command and will of his Father, and all the T ctang! 


ſufferings to which he ſabmitted for our redemption. F adhere 
This righteouſneſs the ſcripture faith, is unto all, and AF pertorr 
upon all them that believe; and the cordial accept- in al 
ance of this gift, as it is called, is always accom- © one 
panicd with the remiſſion of ſins, and a right to ever- the 1 
jaſting life. I do not ice how this righteouſneſs can come 


with propriety be called the girdle of our Lord's F * tailed 
Joins; and, therefore, the righteouſneſs of which are y. 
our prophet ſpeaks, ſeems to be that perſonal excel- * by us 
lency whereby this illuſtrious Perſon ſhould govern I contain 
the whole world, and particularly the ſubjects of his IF is callec 
ipiritual kingdom, with the utmoſt impartiality, ac- Faithful 
cording to the moſt equitable laws, diſtributing re- I to deſtre 
wards and puniſhments to every one according to his Who ha 


real deſert. He is juſt in all his ways, and holy in IF carth pa 
all his works. All his laws, like himſelf, are holy, I from the 
juſt, and good. Poſſeſſed of conſummate rectitude, I is prom 
which ſhines with the brighteſt luſtre in all his dif- niſter of 
penſations, with the ſtricteſt equity he confers the ¶ confirm 
richeſt rewards on his faithful ſervants, and never pu- W !ghteou! 


niſhes except on the cleareſt evidence, always propor- united in 
tioning the reward to the ſervice, and the puniſhment IE Plendoui 
to the tranſgreſſion. Thou haſt loved righteouſneſs, I don: —tl 
© and hated iniquity : therefore God, even thy God, The gi 
© hath anointed thee with the oil of gladneſs above I birdles o 
* thy fellows f. SE 


* Toſhua 


— 


K Peter i. 2. + Rom. v. 19. + Pal. xl. 7. Matth. v. 


Faithful- | 
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Faithfulneſs, or truth, as the Hebrew word ſig- 
nifies, may denote the exact correſpondence that 
ubfiſts between the declarations he hath publiſhed, 
and the objects which they are intended to repreſent, 
conjoined with his inviolable regard to the ſeaſonable 
fulfilment of the promiſes he hath given for the bene- 
it of his church. His knowledge being perfect and 
unlimited, he is intimately acquainted with every ob- 
ect that he reveals to men : he always remembers 
wat he hath ſpoken : and his faithfulneſs being un- 
changeable, he never alters his mind; he invariably 
adheres to his declarations, and never faileth to 
perform whatever he hath promiſed, © Ye know 
in all your hearts, and in all your ſouls, that not 
done thing hath failed of all the good things which 
* the Lord your God ſpake concerning you; all are 
* come to paſs unto you, and not one thing hath 
failed thereof“. All the promiſes of God in him 
Dare Yea, and in him amen, unto the glory of God 
by us f.“ Hence the doctrine of the goſpel, which 
contains. the teſtimony and promiſes of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is called, by the apoſtle Paul, The truth of Chriſt . 
Faithful and true are all his ſayings, who came not 
to deſtroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil; and 
who hath ſolemnly affirmed, that till heaven and 
carth paſs, one jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs 


from the law, till all be fulfilled ||. Faithful are all 
bis promiſes, who himſelf is the truth, and was a _ | 


niſter of the circumciſion for the truth of God, 
confirm the promiſes made unto the fathers. Perfect 
iphteouſneſs, and everlaſting faithfulneſs, are happily 
united in his character, and thine forth with refulgent 
plendour through every part of his regal adminiſtra- 
ion: they are foretold to be 

The girdle of his loins, and the girdle of his reins. 
Girdles of various kinds, made of valuable materials, 


* Joſhua xxiii. 14. 71 2 Cor, 1.26: } Eph. iv. 21. 
Mat th. v. 175 18. . 
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were anciently worn by perſons of high rank, which 
diſtinguiſhed them from thoſe of inferior ſtation, by 
whom girdles of ſome ſort were likewiſe worn. The 
girdles which the prieſts put on, were made of gold, 
of blue, of purple, ſcarlet, and fine-twined linen. The 
military girdle was ſometimes of conſiderable excel. 
lence and value, as is plainly intimated in what Joab 
ſaid to the young man, who informed him he had 
feen Abſalom hanging in a tree: Why didſt thou 
© not there ſmite him to the ground, and I would 
© have given thee ten ſhekels of ſilver and a girdle *,” 3 
Righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs, agreeably blended to- 
gether, compoſe the girdle of the Meſſiah, Theſe | 
two amiable qualities cannot be ſeparated, and ſerve | 
mutually to illuſtrate each other : faithfulneſs is ne- | 
ceſſary to fulfil the promiſes of God; and righteouſ- 
neſs is no leſs requiſite to diſcern the characters of 
thoſe to whom they ought to be fulfilled, in what 
meaſure, and in what time they ſhould be accompliſh- * 
ed. His praiſes, therefore, are often celebrated in 
ſcripture, on account of the intimate union and har- | 
monious exerciſe of theſe amiable excellencies, many | 
inſtances of which occur in the book of Pſalms. | 
With theſe valuable qualifications, the loins of the 
Meſſiah's mind, and the reins of his heart, the ſeat | 
of his affections and molt ſecret operations, were to be 
encompaſſed, ſtrengthened, and adorned, The figure | 
here employed, plainly ſignifies, that righteouſneſs and | 
faithfulneſs ate virtues of which the Meſhiah thould be 
really poſſeſſed, and which ſhould always cloſely ad- 
here to him, like a girdle, in the whole of his con. 
duct, and particularly in the exerciſe of his regal of 
lice.ä— Tliat as a girdle ſurrounds a man's whole bo- 
dy, and is ſeen to advantage whitherſoever he turn 
himſelf, ſo, in like manner, theſe two divine excel 
lencies ſhould every way appear moſt conſpicuous in 
the Meſſiah's adminiſtration of the affairs of his king: 


* 2 Sam. Xviii. 11. 
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dom.—That as the girdles, which were anciently worn, 
ſzrved to faſten the looſe and flowing garments that 
were then uſed, and to ſtrengthen, the loins of thoſe 
who were girt with them, ſo theſe glorious perfections 
complete the character of the King of Iſrael, and give 
vigour to the honourable and ſucceſsful exerciſe of 
regal authority,—That as girdles ſerved in ancient 
times for ornaments to the illuſtrious perſons who put 
them on, ſo righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs were emi- 
nently to adorn the perſonal conduct and public cha- 
racter of the Prince of peace, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords. Hence the apoſtle John declares, 
that when he faw heaven opened, he beheld him 
* who was called faithful and true, and in righteouſl- 
* neſs he doth judge and make war“. Gird up then 
the loins of your minds, brethren, with the girdle of 
righteouſneſs and faithfulneſs. Be ſure that theſe ne- 
cetlary graces be united in your temper and conduct. 
In vain you pretend to be righteous, if you are not 
faithful; and no leſs vain will be your pretenſions to 
fithfulneſs, if you are unrighteous. If you are Chriſ- 
tians indeed, you will be faithful in Chriſt Jeſus to 
the important truſt he hath repoſed in you, and the 
ſolemn engagements you have come under to his ſer- 
vice; and you will ſtudy a growing reſemblance to 
him, to whom vou are predeſtinated to be conformed. 
In the words of Jeſus Chriſt, © Let your loins be girded 
about, and your lights burning. And ye yourſelves 
like unto men that wait for their Lord '. 


6 The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid: 
and the calf, and the young lion, and the fat- 
ling together, and a little child ſhall lead them. 

7 And the cow and the bear ſhall feed, their 
young ones ſhall lie down together: and the 
lion ſhall eat ſtraw like the ox. 


* Rev. xixk. 11. 


+ Luke xii. 35, 36. 
3 And 
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8 And the ſucking child ſhall play on the 


hole of the aſp, and the weaned child ſhall 


put 
his hand on the cockatrice-den. | 


In theſe verſes, our prophet foretels the flouriſhing 
ſtate of the Meſſiah's kingdom, in which tranquilli- 
ty, ſecurity, and happineſs, ſhould univerſally pre- 
vail. Having repreſented the glory and felicity 
of the Meſſiah's reign, his equity and fidelity in the 


exerciſe of his government, that illuſtrious Per- | 


ſon is here introduced in the character of a great 
Shepherd ; and his people as a large flock, compoſed 
of divers tribes, of diftcrent diſpoſitions and condi- 
tions, feeding and repoſing themſelves under his pal- 
toral care, in the enjoyment of the moſt agreeable 


harmony and concord. This prediction, like many | 


others, is expreſſed in terms that are highly figurative 


er | d by | 

d allegorical, after the eaſtern manner, adopted by | 
the os of the Old Teſtament when treating of ; 
ſpiritual ſubjects. This method of inſtruction was pe- 


culiarly ſuited to the genius and condition of the 


eople to whom the prophets delivered the meflages | 


with which they were intruſted, and is admirably 
adapted to convey juſt apprehenſions of me: Tobin 
truths which they delivered. Though this ſtyle 10 | 
appear dark and fanciful to fome, and however my e- | 
rious writings of this fort may ſeem in our apprehen- 
ſions, this mode of expreſſion was well hens e | 
monly practiſed, and much revered by the wiſeſt men | 
of ancient times; and hath very properly been _ 
ployed, by the inſpired writers, to aer Ye 
molt important revelations that they received for 5 
benefit of mankind. Every one knows e 1 
ſilver, and precious ſtones - that health, ſtrengt R _ 
long life ; that riches, liberty, and ee ger 
things of a ſimilar nature, are much e mg 0 
earneſtly purſued by the bulk of men. \ 12 , 8 
can more impreſs their minds with a uft lente 07-0 
ineſtimable value of ſpiritual and inviſible objets, 
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and ammate to purſue them with greater avidity, 
than to repreſent them by thoſe things, the excel- 

':ncy of which is univerſally acknowledged, and the 
enjoyment of which 1s ſought after with the greateſt 
ardour. Moſt people, eſpecially i in rural life, are well 
acquainted with the nature and qualities of the various 
ſpecies of animals that are around them; and con- 
cerning others, they receive information in different 
ways. By an eaſy and natural tranſition, founded 
upon the reſemblance between the tempers for which 
theſe creatures are molt remarkable, and thoſe moſt 
conſpicuous in men, tie names of the former are of- 
ten given to the latter. Many inſtances of this ſort 
occur in ſcripture, as in Ezek. xxxiv. 31. where God, 
ſpeaking parabolically, thus addrefleth his people : 
Ye my flock, the flock of my paiture, are men, and 
Jam your God, faith the Lord God.“ In the in- 
ſtructions which our Lord gave to his diſciples, when 
he ſent them forth to preach the goſpel, he told them, 
* Behold, I fend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of 
* wolves: be ye therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harm- 
© leſs as doves “.“ And in the verſes now before us, 
two oppoſite AHaracters among mankind, of very dit- 
icrent diſpoſitions and practices, who form the ſubject 
of this prediction, are repreſented by two claſſes of 1 
animals; one of which is remarkable for gentleneſs e 
and mildneſs, and tlie other for ferocity and cruelty.— e 
To the firit claſs belong, 14 i 

The lamb, the kid, the calf, the fatling, the cow, "48 
and the ox. The lamb and the kid may iiguratively 
repretent thoſe who are babes in Chriſt; whom the. N 
apo! tle Peter calls, new-born babes f; and whom 1 

e apoſtle John de #Cribes, as * his little chilaren f; i | 
who as yet have made Jmall progrels in the divine .. 
lle, and have not attained to ſpiritual ſtrength and ine 
rmneſs. The calf may be viewed as an emblem of l 
ole young men in the flock of Jeſus Chritt, Who, | iin 
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in the words of the prophct, grow up as calves in the 
mall, making rapid progreſs in {ſpiritual ſtature, and in- 


crcafi ing in ſtrength and vigour. The Emling, that 

hath been highly ted, and well taken care of, may 
ſignify thoſe in the church of God who, by means of 
the word cf righteouſneſs, and his tender care who 
feeds his flock like a ſhepherd, have grown up in 
knowledge and grace; and, being thoroughly fur— 
niſhed for every good work, have become highly uſe- 
ful and ornamental to the people ot God. The 
cow may be conſidered as ſymbolical of thoſe who, 
having made great progreis in the knowledge of di- 
vine truth, and the practice of piety and all good 
works, are happily qualificd to afliit others, and in 
many reſpects are fitted to promote. their real bene- 
fit. The ox may be intended as an inſtructive 


animals which are here mentioned. 


Beſide the particular reſemblances which juſtify 


the figurative language here uſed, there are alſo ſome 


general propertics s which belong in common to all the 
creatures in this claſs. The great Creator hath en- 


dowed them with mildneſs and gentleneſs of temper, 
in oppoſition to the fierceneſs and rapacity of the 
other claſs. In this reſpect, they ſignificantly repre- 


ſent the meekneſs, humility, benignity, and the other 
fruits of the Spirit, which are in all them that believe. 


Their extenſive uſefulneſs, in tupplying mankind both 


with ſuſtenance and Da and in ſeveral reſpecds 


rendering ſociety agreeable and comfortable, exhibits 
a lively 1 of the diſciples of Jeſus Chrilt, 

who in love ferve one another, by performing the 
mutual good offices to which they are obliged by y the 
Jaw of Chrift t, and thus promote each other's Io 4 


ral and ſpiritual benefit. The creatures of which | 


figure of thoſe reſpectable and laborious ſcrvants of | 
God, who are ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord; who are dili- 
cent and patient in continuance in well-doing. Such 
ſeem to be the perſons who are intended by the ſeveral | 
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now ſpeak, were reckoned among thoſe which were 
pronounced clean under the former diſpenſation, 
when there ſubſiſted a difference between clean and 
unclean animals; between thoſe which might be 
caten, and offered in ſacrifice to God, and thoſe 
which were prohibited to be uſed for food, or pre- 
ſented to the Lord. This circumſtance points out 


Ver. 8. 669 


the ſpiritual condition of the faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 


whote hearts are purified by faith ; who are waſhed, 

jultified, and ſanctified, in the name of the Lord Je. 
ſas, and by the Spirit of our God. The animals 
whoſe names are here mentioned, are reared by their 
proprietors at a conſiderable expence; or being pur- 
chaſed by them, conſtitute part of their riches. In 
this reſpect alſo, they are figurative of the peculiar 
people of Jeſus Chriſt, who are nouriſhed and brought 
up by him, and are bought with a price, not of cor- 
ruptible things, ſuch as filver and gold, but with his 
own precious blood. Once more: Being unfit for 
war, and incapable of detending themſelves from the 
hoſtile attacks of wild rapacious creatures, who would 
ſeize upon them for a prey, they repreſent the church 
of jeſus Chriſt. conſtituted of thoſe who are harmleſs 
and without offence, and often expoſed to the rapa- 
city of their fierce and malignant perſecutors. 

The wolf, the leopard, the young lion, the bear, 
and the lion, are the creatures here named, belong- 
ng to the other claſs, of which Iam now to ſpeak.— 
he wolf, which is an exceeding fierce and cunning 
animal, is a name which the apoſtle Paul gives to 
taile teachers; againit whom our Lord thus admo- 
niſheth his diſciples : © Beware of falſe prophets, 
* which come to you in ſheeps clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravening wolves * ;* inimical to the flock, 
and poſſeſſed of an inſatiable deſire of tearing them to 
pieces. The leopard is remarkable for his ſpotted 


in, for his ferocity and greedineſs of prey, which he 


* Matth. vii. 15. 
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is faid to catch with much art and flyneſs, hiding 
himſelf among the branches of trees, that from thence 
he may ſuddenly fpring out and lay hold upon it. 
He, therefore, affords a ſtriking emblem of thoſe who, 
aſſuming the appearance of regard to religion, con- 
ceal their real deſigns; who, whilſt they profeſs 
much, diſcover evident marks of hypocriſy, {till re- 
taining the moſt barbarous cruelty of diſpoſition 
againſt the harmleſs followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
The bear is a very ſtrong and fierce animal, which is 
ready to ſeize upon, and deſtroy any tame beaſts that 
come within its reach; and ſo emphatically repreſents 
thoſe inhuman powerful enemies of the church, who 
rage with violence againſt her, and endeavour to tear in 
pieces thoſe of whom ſhe is compoſed. ——-The lion, 
and young hon, which are reckoned chief among the 
beaſts, are remerkable for their ſtrength and bold- 
neſs ; and, therefore, are proper emblems of the power- 
ful enemies of the church, who are often ſpoken of in 
{cripture by this name. Like lions, they are terrible 
in their approach: they are greedy of prey, vigilant, 
bloody, and ravenous. 
ſeem intended by this latter claſs of wild animals; who 
are emblematical of the enemies of the kingdom of 
Chriſt, to whom, in ſeveral reſpects, they bear a ſtrik- 
ing reſemblance. LED | 
Beſide theſe particular inſtances of likeneſs at which 

L have now hinted, there are ſome general properties 
which are common to all the creatures of this laſt de- 
{cription, wherein they bear a remarkable ſimilitude 
to thoſe whom they here repreſent. Ferocity and 1a- 
vage cruelty is their leading characteriſtic, in oppoſi- 
tion to the mildneſs and gentleneſs of the other claſs; 
and, in this reſpect, they exhibit a juſt picture of the 
rapacious and barbarous enemies of the meek diſciples 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and of thoſe who are at enmity with 
his law, having never been ſubdued unto his love and 
obedience. Implacable hatred, and a ſtrong averſion 


to mankind, with a natural deſire to injure and deitrey 
| 1 them, 


Such are the perſons who 
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them, form another line of reſemblance between the 
creatures here mentioned, and thoſe ſignified , by 
them, who are filled with mulls and envy, and are 
poſſeſſed of inclination and ability to injure and an- 


noy the people of God. Once more: The animals 


of this claſs were reckoned among the unclean beaſts, 
which, under the Moſaic economy, were forbidden 
o be uſed by the children of Ifrael. In this view, 
they afford a lively repreſentation of the character and 
condition of the enemies of the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
who are often ſpoken of in ſcripture in fuch language 
as plainly intimates their great impurity and corrup- 
tion. They are exhibited under a variety of emblems, 
which ſerve to ſhew their extreme pollution ; which 
renders them improper objects for the church of God 
to be converſant with, or to form intimate connection 
with them. : 

To perceive the true meaning and ſcope of this pro- 
phecy, let us turn our attention to the intimate inter- 
courſe, and harmonious agreement, which is here 
foretold thould ſubſiſt among thoſe who are thus 
hruratively deſcribed. This deſirable concord cannot 
be otherwiſe enjoyed than by a thorough change hav- 
ing been made, by means of the word and goſpel of 
God, on the laſt-mentioned claſs of people, who, by 

aith in Jeſus Chriſt, the bleſſed influence of the Holy 
Spirit, the tear and love of God, are diveſted of their 
natural ferocity, and rendered mild and peaceable in 
their temper and conduct, fo as no longer to act in 
hoſtility againſt the ſervants of God. The firit ex- 
preſſion employed to denote the tranquillity and 
harmony of the very different characters of mankind, 
o whom the prophet ſpeaks, is, The wolf ſhall dwell 

with the lamb. The word intimates, familiar do- 
mellie intercourſe, ſuch as ſubſiſts among thoſe who 
belong to the ſame houſe and family. Diveſted, by 
divine grace, of their malignant diſpoſitions, and the 
powerful inclination by which they were once led to 


nure the lock of urin they are admitted to enjoy 
triendly 
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672 LECTURES ON THE CHAP. XI. 
friendly correſpondence with the young and teeble 
in the houſehold of God; and, becoming tellow-citi- 
zens with the ſaints, they ſhall feed with them upon 
the ſame ſpiritual proviſion, and drink from the fame 
wells of falvation. The next expreſſion uſed by 
our prophet, is, The leopard ſhall lie down with the 
kid. Thoſe who were the moſt virulent and cruel ene- 
mies of the church, and moſt inimical to their ſafety, 
ſhall repoſe themiclves with the leaſt of their brethren 

in the kingdom of God, in thoſe green paſtures, and 
quiet reſting-places, where they ſhall enjoy the molt 
agreeable tranquillity, with abundance of ſpiritual 
bleſhings, communicated by the great Shepherd of 
Ifrael. It is farther foretold, And the calf, and 
the young lion, and the fatling together. Thoſe who 


in he meal i ture of | 
are growing up toward the mealure ot the ſta 


the fulneſs of Chriſt, being plentifully fed with ſpi- | 


ritual proviſion ſuited to their tender years, ſhall form 


habits of friend ſhip and intimacy with thoſe whom they | 
? 
were taught, by the precept and example of their fa- | 


* 17 7 1 7 1 
thers, to coniider as a prey which they ought to annoy 


and devour. Ehud - 
However various the natural diſpoſitions of thoſe who 


— . . : - . < 8 f 
are here deſcribed, they ſhould all unite in ſubjecting 


* 0 8 6 Of « 
themſelves to the good conduct of miniſters of the go! 


pel, who, on account of the humility and ſimplicity of 


their minds, and the inoffenſiveneſs of their behaviour, 
may be intended by the figurative defcripuon ot a 
little child. Their employment, like that of little 


children, conſiſts in leading the flock to proper paſtu- 


E ing care of them: out of the 
rage, and in gently taking car eee 
mouth of theſe little children, God perfecteth prai 
and with reſpect to ſuch, our Lord gives this necellary 
caution, © Take heed that ye deſpite not one ol thele 
« little ones *. And the cow and the bear ſhall jce.!, 
their young ones ſhall lie down together. Perſons of ever) 

x kable f Ir ni | ferocity and bara 
age, remarkable for their natural ferocity and vary 

5 F ha E | x 
rity being converted to the faith and obedience of iu 

4 7 


And a little child ſhall lead them. 
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Son of God, ſhall be admitted to feed with the church, 
in the green paſtures of the word and ordinances, 
wherein they ſhall enjoy intimate pleaſing intercourſe 
with the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, and the moſt agree- 
able tranquillity and repoſe. And the lion ſhall eat 
/traw like the ox. This prediction may eſpecially ſeem 
ſurpriſing, that a wild voracious animal, which com- 
monly lives upon veth, thould act fo contrary to his 
nature and practice, as to feed upon {traw, the food 
ok tame and ufeful creatures, as the cow. Such, 
however, is the aitonithing change here foretold, 
that thoſe who were fierce, ſavage, and powerful as 
the lion, rejecting the proviſion which they formerly 
made, to fulfil the luſts of the fleth, ſhould hve upon 
the ſimple doctrines of the goſpel, whereby the flock 
of Jeſus Chriſt is nouriſhed and ſupported, as moit 
aorceable to them, though not ſuited to gratify cor- 
rupt human nature. 

And the fucking child jhall play upon the hole of the 
%, &. This article of the prediction feems {till 
nore wonderful than any thing above mentioned. 
The aſp and the cockatrice are a kind of poiſonous 
ſerpents, whole bite or ſting are extremely dangerous 
and deadly. They are ſaid to be fo venomous as to 
infect the air to ſuch a degree that no creature can 
ve near them: their poiſon is reported to be ſo ſtrong 
tat there is no cure for it; and they have been 
own to kill not only by the touch, but by their hill- 
ing. Theſe creatures afford a ſignificant repreſenta- 
tion of wicked men, whoſe poiſon is affirmed to be 
ike the poiſon of a ſerpent“; and under whole lips 
(the apoſtle of the Gentiles aſſerts) is the poiſon of 
* alps +.* Perſons of this deſcription, by diſſeminating 
their dangerous tenets, overturn the faith of ſome; 
ind, by reproaches and cenſures, for which they 
ae well furniſhed, they give deadly wounds to 
thoſe with whom they are converſant. The hole 
ok the aſp, and the cockatrice-den, are the places 


* Plal. Iva. 4; 


+ Rom. iii. 13. | 
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Ver 
where theſe creatures commonly reſort, and in 
which they take up their reſidence. In a figura. þ | 
tive ſenſe, they may denote the ſchools and ſe. holy 
minaries in which the inveterate adverfaries of the Wl kno 


goſpel and diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt propagated the the . 
vain philoſophy, and fooliſh ſuperitition, that are 


highly dangerous to the facred intereſts of the church Ex 
of God; and in which they threw out their venomous Wl plenit 
aſperſions upon the ſalutary doctrines of the Son of ¶ byed 
God, and attacked with their malicious calumnies the MI Proph 
devout worſhippers of God our Saviour. Nigh to places MW © the 
of this fort, which were once the haunts of a genera- MI £93 : 
tion of vipers, where no body durſt approach without ¶ue do 
imminent danger, even young converts to Jeſus Miiirme 
Chriſt, who were but lately admitted into his church, Nef thoſ 
Marais 


ſhould he often employed, without receiving any ma- 
terial injury. The leaſt and weakeſt of the children Hey ih: 
of God ſhall be preſerved in ſafety amid the aſſaults Nntereſt: 


of their implacable enemies, or their adverſaries ſhall MWiolab 
be diveſted of their poifonous nature; in conſequence ect of t 
of which, they ſhall enjoy with one another the moſt MWiiriicul: 


agrecable intercourſe, and friendly correſpondence. — W"*untai 
Such ſeems to be the import of the figurative predic- uetes th 
tions which we have now been conſidering. Such lion wa: 
are the aſtoniſhing bleſſed effects of the goſpel of <xtenc 
peace, when firmly believed, and cordially embraced. W'22quilli 
Accompanied with divine power, it diveſts men oi , and 
their fierce and ſavage diſpoſitions ; it renders them W'Peitior 


mild and gentle; it converts their natural hatred to. lirſt ſig 
each other into tender affection, expreſſed by mutual Nat are e 
good offices, Former animoſities and quarrels are &d to atſu: 
happily laid aſide: harmony and good agreement are le deliver. 
ſubſtituted in their room: they live in peace, and the eds, and 
God of love and peace is ever with them. How N) goo 
highly then ought we to value, and. how diligently to vb a caſe 
improve the glorious goſpel with which we ere favour-g"Pt4Z th 
ed, ſolicitous that it may produce, in our hearts and refs to! 
lives, theſe bleſſed effects with which it is here foretold by troub! 
nee, In 


it ſhall be accompanied! 


9 They 
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9 They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all my 
holy mountain : for the earth ſhall be full of the 
knowledge. of the. LoRD, as the waters COVET 
the ſea, | 


Exemption from every hurtful annoyance, and a 
plenitude of divine knowledge, is foretold to be en- 
joyed by the church of God at the time to which this 
prophecy refers. The violent and cruel enemies 
oi the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, intended by the rapa- 
cious animals mentioned in the foregoing predictions, 
are doubtleſs the perſons concerning whom it is here 
armed, they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy. The hearts 
if thoſe who were. formerly inclined to diſturb and 
harais good men ſhall be happily changed, ſo that 
they ſhall never more moleſt and injure them, whoſe 
atcreſts they ſhall henceforth conſider as ſacred and 
nviolable. The glorious privilege which 1s the ſub- 


ect of this prediction, ſhall not be confined to one 


particular place, but ſhall extend to all God's holy 
qr, which in this, as in other prophecies, de- 


xes the church of God, whereof the holy hill of 


2 was anciently an eminent type. However wide- 
extended, it ſhall be advanced to a ſtate of deſirable 
ranquillity, under the watchful care of faithful paſ- 
ors, and the kind protection of pious princes. The 
xpreſſion before us, contains in 1t much more than 
b ürſt ſight it ſeems to comprehend, like many others 
tat are expreſſed in a negative form; and is deſign- 
« to aſſure the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, that they ſhall 
de delivered from external violence, and internal dif 
bord, and have the comfortable enjoyment of all ſpi- 
tual good things. Happy the people who are in 
ch 2 caſe as this! which is excellently deſcribed by 
Liphiz the Temanite, in the following animated 
Wrefs to his friend Job: © God ſhall deliver thee in 
ix troubles : yea, in ſeven there ſhall no evil touch 
hee, In famine he ſhall redeem thee from death; 
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and in war, from the power of the ſword. Thou WM 7: f 
© ſhalt be hid from the ſcourge of the tongue: nei- rec 
© ther ſhalt thou be afraid of deſtruction when it M ger 
* cometh.—Thou ſhalt know that thy tabernacle ſhall inte 


© be in peace“, 4. | 
For the earth ſpall be full of the knowledge of the M tua 


Lord, as ihe waters cover the fea. The earth may | pel. 
here denote, as in ſome other paſſages of ſcrip-Oreſei 
ture, its inhabitants, who are endowed with rea- and 
{on, and capable of being filled with the knowledge and 
of the Lord. The kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt was not gran 
to remain confined to the land of judea under the gooc 
New-Teſtament diſpenſation, but to be extended to teou 
all nations, kindreds, and languages. Thoſe who MW the! 
inhabit thc various countries wherein the goſpel MW foret 
was to be preached, ſhall be filled, according to this illuſt 
prophecy, with the knowledge of the Lord. In the A 
language of the ſacred oracles, the earth is ſaid to be me 
full of any thing which hath become exceeding com- the \ 


mon and prevalent among its inhabitants. In this pariſ 
ſenſe it is affirmed, © The earth was corrupt before M 1-116; 
God; and the earth was filled with violence; ence 
and in the verſe under conſideration, it is foretold to the e. 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord. The ex- be er 


preſſion ſtrongly intimates, the vaſt abundance o. biting 
this ineſtimable treaſure, with which men ſhould know 
every where be enriched and fatisfied. ——The know. of Ge 
ledge intended, is not that which is merely ſpecu— profo 
lative, derived from the contemplation of the works pied \ 
of God, of which many in the Heathen world wer SY: > 


poſſeſſed. Such knowledge is indeed neceſſary to ati the in 
tain the acquaintance with God here ſpoken of; and interr 
though it float only in the head, and deicend not ty fta fr 
the heart, ſo as to produce good fruits, it is nevertic} Such 


leſs highly uſeful in many reſpects to the world. Tel us Ct 

knowledge of which our prophet ſpeaks, is far mou or pou 

excellent, and attended with the moſt falutary eſtech projud 
doms 


* Job V. 19. el ſeq. ＋ Gen, VI. II. 3G full 
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it ſuppoſes an external revelation of God in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world to himſelf, making known to 
men the way of ſalvation, and accompanied with the 
internal revelation of the Spirit of wiſdom, illuminat- 
ing the mind with the knowledge of him, and effec- 
tually diſpoſing the heart to believe and obey the goſ- 
pel. It is a practical knowledge, which forms into a 
reſemblance of the object on which it terminates; 
and produces faith in the perfectione, providence, 
and teſtimony of God, reverence of his majeſty and 
grandeur, love to his. glory and ſalvation, truſt in his 
goodneſs and faithfulneſs, and ſubmiſſion to his 9 
teous laws and diſpenſations. Such, I apprehend, 1 
the knowledge of the Lord, with Which the peoples 
foretels the earth ſhall be filled. ——The prediction is 
illuſtrated by a beautiful ſimilitude, 

As the waters cover the ſca. By the ſea, is meant 
the channel of the ſea, the great reſervoir wherein 
the waters of the ocean are contained. The com- 
pariſon plainly ſhews, the vaſt abundance, the ex- 
tenſive ſpread, the great depth, and the mighty influ- 
ence of the knowledge of the Lord, in thoſe places of 
the earth wherein the kingdom of the Mefliah ſhould 
be erected. It alfo intimates, that the people inha- 
biting thaſe places of the earth where this divine 
Knowledge ſhould reach, were, by the mighty power 
of God, to be diſpoſed to hold this ſacred treaſure of 
profound and copious knowledge, and to be fo occu- 
pied with it that few or none were to remain exempt- 
ed. With ſuch irreſiſtible force ſhould it extend over 
the inhabited world, that it would be as difficult to 
interrupt or hinder its progreſs, as to prevent the 
la from covering the ſands deſtined to contain it. 
Such ſhould be the prevalence of the doctrine of Je- 
jus Chriſt in the world, unaided by human favour 
or power, in oppoſition to the ignorance, vices, and 
prejudices of mankind, the arts and efforts of king- 
doms and empires to hinder its progreſs and ſuccels, 
as fully to verify this prophecy, and to juſtity the 

coinparilon- 
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compariſon here ſtated. This event is mentioned 
as the effect of that ſpiritual concord foretold in the 
preceding verſes; and in this light it ought to be con- 
ſidered. Ignorance of God is the ſource of error, 
and every ſpecies of iniquity: whereas a profound 
and extenſive knowledge of God, and his ways, is 
the happy mean of promoting holineſs and peace 
among people of all deſcriptions : it heartily recon- 
ciles them to each other; it removes every ſeparate 
intereſt ; it harmonizes their purpoſes and aims; it 
transforms them in ſome meaſure into the image of 
God; it excites good. affections, and prompts to a 
correſponding practice. Follow on then to know 
the Lord, and to advance the knowledge of God 
among your brethren. For this purpoſe, diligently 
improve all the opportunities you enjoy, of receiving 
freſh additions, from every quarter, to your knowledge 
of God, that, like a river, which is continually aug- 

nented by the ſtreams flowing into it, your acquaint- 
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ance with him may be gradually enlarged, until you 


are thereby filled, enriched, and ſatisfied. Shall we 
labour to become acquainted with the creatures, and 
remain indifferent to the knowledge of the Lord, of 
whoſe goodneſs we largely participate, whoſe mercies 
we are continually receiving, and who is infinitely 
the moſt glorious and amiable of all the objects that 
can occupy our minds? He is light without darknels, 
truth without diſſimulation, love without the leaſt un- 
kindneſs, good without any evil, pure without the 
ſmalleſt ſpot, and the Author of all that goodneſs and 
beauty that is diffuſed throughout creation. Such 1s 
his tender compaſſion toward the children of men, 
that he ſent his only begotten Son from his thronc ot 
majeſty to this earth, that he might aſſume our na- 
ture, ſubmit to our infirmities, diſplay his amiable 
grace; and bear our ſins on his own body on the tree. 
Shall we not then endeavour to know him, by whole 
death we live, by whoſe blood we are cleanſed, and 


in virtue of whoſe humiliation we are exalted 7 Sh 2ll 
| Y VE 
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we not rejoice in the delightful proſpect with which 
this prophecy preſents us, that the knowledge of the 
Lord ſhall cover the carth as the waters cover the 
ſea ? 
The above prediQions received a partial accom- 
pliſhment, in diiterent periods, in the kingdom which 
Jeſus Chriſt hath founded upon this earth. Under 
the miniſtry of his apoſtles, his church reſembled a 
lock of thoſe tame and uſeful animals which are men- 
tioned in the preceding verſes, inſpected by the ſhep- 
herds with whom he intruſted them, expoſed never- 
theleſs to the powerful aſſaults of their inveterate 
cruel enemies. By means of the everlaſting goſpel, 
accompanied with the moſt aſtoniſhing miracles, and 
the inviſible agency of the Holy Spirit, many of the 
implacable fierce adverſaries of the church of Chrilt 
were vanquithed ; they ſubjected themſelves to the 
ſceptre of the Son of God, laid aſide their former fero- 
city and cnmity againſt the followers of the Lamb, and 
joined themſelves to the aſſemblies of the ſaints, 
with whom they enjoyed intimate ſpiritual inter- 
courſe, and received ſpiritual nouriſnment. Many 
illuſtrious inſtances might be mentioned; ſuch as 
Saul, afterward called Paul; Sergius, the deputy of 
Cyprus; Dionyſins, the Areopagite ; with many 
otter reſpectable perſons in Aſia, Greece, and Rome, 
mong whom were ſeveral members of Czfar's houſe- 
hold. Public ſchools and ſeminaries of learning, 
witch had been the haunts of abominable 1dolatry 
and ſuperſtition, were converted into places of divine 
worthip ;z and, occupied by thoſe who are now called 
the Fathers of the church, they were frequented 
without the leaſt fear of danger by the harmleſs chil- 
iren of God. Theſe predictions were farther ful- 
ted in the tune of Conſtantine, when the Roman 
empire emerged from the darkneſs of Heatheniſm, 
and embraced the divine light of the goſpel; when 
de diſciples of Chriſt were delivered from the oppreſ- 
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none to hurt and to deſtroy in all God's holy mountain, 
At the memorable æra of the Reformation from Pope. 
ry and arbitrary power, they doubtleſs received a 
{till larger accompliſhment, by the valt increaſe and 
extenſive ſpread of divine knowledge. —— For their 
full completion, we look forward to the happy period 
which ſhall follow the deſtruction of Antichriſt, 
wherein the church of God, compoſed of Jews and 
Gentiles, under the tuition of faithful paſtors, and 
the protection of good government, ſhall enjoy agree- 
able tranquillity, and large meaſures of divine know- 
ledge, holinefs, and conſolation. In the joyful ex- 


pectation of this moſt deſirable event, let us exert | 
ourſelves to the utmoſt, that the approach of this hap- | 


py period be not retarded through our fault; and 


that the church of Chriſt may attain the accompliſh- | 
ment of their hopes, and the anſwer of their prayers, | 


10 And in that day there ſhall be a root of | 
Jeſſe, which ſhall ſtand for an enſign of the 
people; to it ſhall the Gentiles ſcek, and his 


reſt {hall be glorious, 


In this and the following verſes of this chap- 


ter, the prophet foretels the remarkable fortunes of | 
the Meſſiah's kingdom, with their immediate conle- | 


quences; ſuch as the converſion of the Gentiles, the 
vocation of the diſperſed Jews, with the diminution 
of the adverſe powers of Egypt and Aſſyria, to make 
way for the great work of divine grace and mercy.— 
In this verſe, the converſion of the Gentiles is fore- 
told. The time fixed for this purpoſe, here referred 
to, is the remarkable period in which the great events 
foretold in the preceding context ſhall receive ther 
accompliſhment. By the root of Jeſſe, is no dou! 
meant the illuſtrious Perſon whom the prophet ii. 
tended in the firſt verſe of this chapter, where be. 1 
deſcribed, as a rod which ſhould come forth out 9! 


« the ſtem of Jeſſe, and the branch that ſhould gro- 
. * Civ 
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© out of his roots.” This is no other than the Meſſiah, 
the Lord and Son of David, who expreſsly affirms 
concerning himſelf, in the book of Revelation, I am 
* the root and offspring of David *.“ Viewing Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord in his human nature, we know he 
was made of the feed of David according to the fleſh; 

and conſequently was the Son of David, who ſprang 
from the root of Jeſſe. Contemplating him in his 
divine nature, he is David's Lord; the root from 
which Jeſſe, and all the creatures, derive their exiſt. 
ence, and by whom they are ſupported in being. 
This is the great myſtery of godlineſs, which the 
Jews did not underſtand when it was propoſed to 
them by our Lord himſelf. This deſcription, like 
many others given of the Meſſiah, plainly ſuppoſes 
his real divinity, and the infinite merit of his perfect 
obedience, which are almoſt every where expreſſed 
Or luppoied 3 in the prophecies delivered concerning 
him. Like a root that groweth out of dry ground, 

he had no form or comelineſs : his appearance to hu- 
man view was mean and contemptible : men did not 
perceive the dignity of his perſon, the excellence of 
his character, nor the deſign of his coming into this 
world. From this root ariſe all thoſe trees of righ- 
tcouſneſs that are planted in the houſe of the Lord, 
that flouriſh in the courts of our God; and from 
thence they derive their life, nouriſhment, and fruit- 
tulneſs. | 

_ Which hall land fer an enf gn of the people. This 
expreſſion ſeems to have an obvious reference to the 
ancient practice of princes or commanders, who, in 
times of imminent danger, ordered ſtandards or ban- 
ners to be erected upon the tops of hills and rifing 
grounds, that the inhabitants of the country, and 
eipectally the military, might be aflembled with the 
utmoſt expedition, to receive the inſtructions of their 
prince or general, and to Fe the ſervice in 


* Rev. xxIi. 16. 
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which he thought proper to employ them. By at 
tending to the words under conſideration, you will ob- 


ſerve, that the Meſſiah is compared not to the ſovereign, 
who requires the ſtandard to be ſet up, but to the en- 
ſign or banner itſelf, which, by his authority, is ap- 
pointed to be elevated. Like an enſign placed upon 


an eminence, Jeſus Chriſt, the root of Jeſſe, ſhould | 


be publicly exhibited in the preaching of the goſpel, 
according to the commandment of the everlaſting 
God, that he may gather together all the children of 
the Moſt High, who are ſcattered abroad, to the only 
means of ſalvation. Beſide him there is no other 


name given under heaven among men whereby they 


can be ſaved : he is the alone intallible Teacher, who 
can inſtruct them ſo as to make wiſe unto ſalvation : 
he is the only High-prieſt, through whoſe obedience 
and ſufferings they can obtain remiſſion of fins : he is 
the only King, under whoſe government they can en- 


joy fafety, proſperity, and felicity. Like a ſtandard | | 


Elevated on the top of a mountain, Jeſus Chriſt 1s ſeen 
by vaſt multitudes, who look to him as the Hraelites, 
ſtung by the fiery ſerpents in the wilderneſs, looked to 
the brazen ſerpent, that they might be healed, They 
look on him whom they have pierced by their fins, 
as the only appointed means of deliverance; and, in 
obedience to his call, they look unto him from all the 
ends of the earth, that they may be ſaved. Like a 
banner erected on the ſummit of a hill, Jeſus Chriſt 
is exalted very high in the miniſtry of the goſpel, as 
poſſeſſed of unrivalled excellence and glory; and, hav- 
ing accompliſhed the great ends of his humiliation, 
and obedience unto death, he is made higher than the 
heavens, and ſet down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. To him, as to a ſtandard placed on the top 
of a mountain, multitudes ſhall reſort from all quar- 
ters, as to the centre of union, that they may enjoy 
intimate fellowſhip with him, and with one another. 
To him fhall men come, as foretold by our prophet; 
to him ſhall be the gathering of the people; to him 
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ſhall they flee, as doves to their windows; that they 
may enjoy his protection, that they may enter into 
his ſervice, that they may receive direQion from hin 
in their various movements, that they may fight un- 
der his banner, and be conducted by him to everlaſt- 
ing victory and triumph. For theſe important pur- 
poſes, the Meſſiah ſhall ſtand, as here foretold, firmly 
eſtabliſhed upon an immoveable foundation, by di- 
vine power and love, ſupported by irrefragable evi- 
dence, and invincible proofs of his grace and ability 
to ſave to the uttermoſt. 

To it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, &c. The Gentiles, 
who are here intended, are thoſe nations of the earth 
which had been immerſed in profound ignorance, 
and abominable ſuperſtition ; living without God 
and without Chriſt in the world, walking in the 
vanity of their minds, alienated from the life 
of God; and, paſt feeling, had given - themſelves 
over to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs “. 
People of this deſcription, having heard of a certain 
illuſtrious Teacher ariſing from the root of Jeſſe, who 
was appointed to give unto men the knowledge of 
ſalvation, to be the refuge of ſinners, and the Re- 


deemer of the miſerable, leaving their falſe oracles 


and deluſive practices, ſhould have recourſe to this In- 
{tructor of the fooliſh, and Saviour of the loſt. To 
him they ſhould ſeek, not from vain curioſity and 
ſiniſter views, but from good intention; not with 
hypocriſy and diſſimulation, but with their whole 
hearts; not with indifference and negligence, but 
with earneſtneſs and diligence. To him they thould 
reſort, as to a ſtrong-hold, for protection from 
danger; as to a Saviour, for deliverance from evil ; 
as to a mighty One, tor help in time of need; as to 
a wife Counſellor, for advice and direction in every 
emergency. The apoſtle Paul, citing this paſſage 


* Eph. iv. 17. &-/eq- 
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with ſome little variation, in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, thus ſpeaks of this root of Jeſſe: He ſhall riſe 
to reign over the Gentiles, and in him ſhall the 
© Gentiles tru{t *.” There is an intimate connection 


between ſezking and truſting in the Meſſiah. Men will 
not ſeck to him in whom they cannot truſt, nor will 


they truſt in him whom they do not ſeek and hope 


to enjoy. The apoſtle thus interprets the words 
of our prophet, and fairly repreſents the affectionate | 


regard which the Gentiles ſhould. teſtify for Jeſus 
Chriſt, to whom they ſhould ſeek, and in whom they 
ought to truſt for life and ſalvation. May theſe 
words be this day fulſilled in you, my brethren! A 
greater than Solomon is here; to whom people of all 
nations reſorted, to hear his wiſdom, and to contemplate 
the excellent majeſty to which God had advanced 


him. Come then to Jeſus Chriſt, to confult him | 
about all your doubts and perplexities, convinced, | 


that in him dwells all the treaſures of wiſdom and 


knowledge, and that in him are wonderfully conjoin- 


ed the glory of the Son of God with the grace of the 
Son of man. A greater is here than the high-prieſt 


of Iſrael, who was arrayed with garments for glory | 


and beauty. Seek to the great High-prieſt appointed 
over the houſe of God, on whom reits the Spirit of 
glory, that, through his atonement and interceſſion, 
you may be pardoned, ſanctified, and ſaved. | 
And his re/t ſhall be glorious. If you inquire, in the 
words of God, by our prophet, * Where is the place 
of my reſt+?” I anſwer with the royal prophet, 
© The Lord hath choſen Zion: he hath deſired it for 
© his habitation. This is my reſt for ever: here will 
I dwell, for I have defired it f.“ In Zion God an- 
ciently fixed his abode, and there continued until the 
iniquities of Iſrael provoked him to forfake his dwell- 
ing-place. Since that time he hath removed into the 


* Rom kv. 12: f IRiah KRri r. - 4 Pal. zii. 13, 14. 
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poſſeſſion of the Gentiles ; and his church, under the 


New Teſtameat, 1s the place of his reſidence and reſt, 
wherein he affords the moſt illuſtrious proofs of his 
preſence, providence, and grace, in which he is ſought, 
worſhipped, and enjoyed by his people. This reſt is 
here foretold {hall be glorious ; filled with the divine 
glory, and beautified with the divine preſence, in a 
far more eminent degree than the temple of God at 
Jeruſalem under the former diſpenſation. The pre- 
diction may likewiſe refer to that glorious reſt into 
which the Mefliah entered, when he alſo ceaſed from 
his works as God did from his; in which he is per- 
fectly free from all the labours, ſufferings, and trials, 
to which he was expoſed while on earth, and enjoys 
the moſt undiſturbed tranquillity, and perſect felicity, 
in the preſence of God, where is fulneſs of joys, and 
rivers of pleaſures for evermore. This reſt, as fore- 
told, is truly glorious. The divine glory, which had 
been eoncealed under the vail of human nature, and 
the form of a ſervant, ſhone forth with ineffable ſplen- 
dour, when he was elevated to that glory which he 
had with the Father before the worlds were made. 
His human body is poſſeſſed of a glory far ſuperior to 
the ſun in his meridian brightneſs : his foul perpetually 
enjoys the moſt ſublime pleaſures ; and being inveſted 
with unlimited power in heaven and on earth, he em- 
ploys it for his own glory, and the benefit of his 
church. That we may be conformed to our glo- 
rious Redeemer, let us aſpire to that bleſſed reſt in- 
to which the people of God now enter by faith, where- 
in, being delivered from the condemnation to which 
lin hath expoſed them, and the power of turbulent 
paſſions, they are reſtored to the enjoyment of peace 
with God, agreeable tranquillity of mind, and the 
molt grateful improving exerciſes. This preſent reſt 
will prove a certain pledge, a delightful foretaſte, of 
the eternal reſt that awaits you in heaven, where, 


freed from fears, temptations, ſins, forrows, and attic» 


tons, you ſhall enjoy everlaſting repoſe, and partici- 
| Pare 
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pate in that felicity and glory to which your glorious 
Redeemer 1s exalted. 5 5 

The predictions we have now been conſidering, 
were in part fulfilled after the exaltation of Jeſus 
Chriſt into heaven, when the ſtandard of his goſpel was 
firſt erected, and he was exhibited to all nations as 
the Leader and Commander, the High-prieit and Sa- 


viour, given to the people; in conſequence whereof, 


multitudes, from among many kingdoms, reſorted to 
him, and humbly ſubjected themſelves to this renown- 
ed Prince and Saviour. In the time of Conitantine, 
they received farther fulfilment, when a great acceſſion 


was made to the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, by the con- 


verſion of many nations to the faith and obedience of 
At the memorable æra of the Reforma- } 


the goſpel. 
tion, they were more fully accomplithed, by the won- 
derful events that happened at that remarkable period, 
And in the approaching glorious days of the expected 


ſpread and ſucceſs of the goſpel, we look forward, 


with hope and joy, to their full completion. 


11 And it ſhall come to paſs in that day, zhat | 
the Lord ſhall ſet his hand again the ſecond | 
time, to recover the remnant of his people which 
mall be left, from Aſſyria, and from Egypt, and 
rom Pathros, and from Cuſh, and from Elam, | 


— 424 


and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from 


the iſlands of the ſca. 


The collection of the Jews from their diſperſions, to 
partake of the privileges of the church of God, is the ſub- 
ect of the prediction now before us. The time to 


which the prophecy refers, is that wherein the Meſſiah 


{hall ſmite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
lay the wicked with the breath of his lips; when the 
kingdom of our Lord ſhall be bleſſed with profound 
peace, delivered from every adverſe power, and the 
Whole earth filled with the knowledge of God. The 

| remnant! 


dage, 
ſtance 
mann 
nant 0 
ſerved 
luſtrio 
the Lc 
glorioi 
paths c 
mn gh 


Ver. II. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 687 


remnant of his people, who are the ſubjects to whom 
this prediction relates, ſeem to be the ſame perſons 
who, in the following verſe, are called the outcaſts of 
Ifrael, and the diſperſed of Judah; the ſele& remains 
of that once highly favoured people, who are thus dif. 
tinguiſhed from the Gentile nations, with whom they 
mall yet be ſo incorporated as to form the church of 
| Jeſus Chrift. This remnant the Lord ſhall ſet his 
hand again the ſecond time to recover. The expreſſion 
plaialy alludes to the wonderful deliverance which 
God wrought tor the poſterity of Iſrael, from the i ig 
nominious ſervitude in which they were detained in 
the land of Egypt, accompliſhed by the ſtrong hand 
and ſtretched-out arm of Jehovah; and deſigned to 
be an eminent type of redemption by the Meſſiah, 
whereby the people of God were to be recovered 


from the ſervice of ſin and Satan, and the hands of 


all their enemies, that they may ſerve him without 
fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all their 
days. In their firſt deliverance, the tender compaſ- 
ſions of God were richly diſplayed, by reſcuing them 
from ſlavery; and the divine omnipotence of Jehovah 
was gloriouſly manifeſted, by the awful judgments in- 
flicted upon their opprefſors. In their ſecond recovery, 
they ſhall be reſtored trom ſpiritual thraldom to the 
enjoyment of eternal redemption, to the praife of the 


divine glory, which ſhall thereby be moſt illuſtriouſly | 


exhibited. By the former interpoſition in their fa- 
Yours they were happily extricated from hard bon- 
Cage, conducted, through the moſt perilous circum- 
ances, to the enjoyment of liberty, affluence, and all 
manner of worldly felicity. In the latter, the rem- 
rant of them belonging to the election of grace, re- 
ſerved from among that diſperſed people to be the il- 


luſtrious monuments of divine mercy, ſhall return to 


the Lord their God, who will introduce them into the 
glorious liberty of his children, and lead them in the 
paths of righteouſneſs to the inheritance of the ſaints 


in light.— e what is here foretold might have 
a direct 
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a direct reference to the deliverance of the Jews from 
the Babyloniſh captivity, yet, as the children of Iſrael, 
or the poſterity of the ten tribes, did not participate 
of this recovery, I ſuppoſe it hath chiefly in view, the 
far more glorious redemption of Iſrael and Judah from 
ſpiritual thraldom by the great Meſſiah. The king- 
doms and countries from which the diſperſed poſterity 
of Iſrael and Judah ſhall be collected and recovered, 
are mentioned in the following words : | 
From Aria. A very ancient, extenſive, and 
powerful empire, concerning which you heard many 
things in the Lectures I delivered from the preceding 
chapter. Hiſtorians ſeem to be agreed, that Nimrod, 
the great grandſon of Noah, founded this Kingdom, 
which is reckoned to have been the firſt in the world, 
and to have ſubſiſted for about thirteen or fourteen 


hundred years with more or leſs extent and glory. | 


It probably derived its name from Aſſur, one of the 
* ſons of Shem, who, it may be, had ſettled in that 
country, and was vanquiſhed or expelled by Nimrod. 
Prior to its enlargement by conqueſts, it was bounded 
by Media, Suſana, Meſopotamia, and Armenia. It is 
now a province of Aſia, ſubje& to the Turks. 
And from Egypt. This very ancient kingdom hath 
been held in great renown for the learning of its in- 
habitants; and is famous, in ſacred hiſtory, for hav- 
ing been the place wherein the patriarch Abraham 
and his poſterity ſojourned, and for the remarkable 
fertility of its foil, which rendered it the granary from 
whence Rome anciently, and afterward Conſtanti- 
nople, was ſupplied with proviſions. It is fituated in 
Africa, having Arabia Deſerta and the Red ſea on 
the eaſt, Ethiopia on the ſouth, Cerene and the de- 
ſerts of Lybia on the weft, and the Mediterranean ſea 
on the north. Through this country runs the great 
river Nile, by which 1t 1s watered and enriched. 
From Peluſium to the cataract of the Nile hath been 
computed to be near one hundred and fifty miles, 
which is the length of the country; and its breadth i- 


wid 


mount 


this co 
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ſaid to be about one hundred miles. Like Aſſyria, it is 


now ſubject to the Turkiſh empire. And from Pa- 


thros. This was the country wherein the Jews chiefly re- 


ſidedwho went down to ſojourn in the land of Egypt, in 
the days of Jeremiah the prophet *. It lay near to Ara- 
bia Petræa, at the extremity of the land of Egypt, not 
far from Ethiopia; and probably had jits name from 
Pathruſim, one of the ſons of Mizraim, mentioned 
Gen. x. 14. And from Cuſh. This was the name 
of one of the ſons of Ham, the ſon of Noah, whoſe 


poſterity are ſaid to have inhabited part of Arabia De- 


ſerta, which lay next to the land of Egypt, to the 
eaſtward of the Red ſea, with part of what is called 
Arabia Petræa. By an eaſy and frequent tranſition, 
the name of the people who inhabit the country is 
given to the country itſelf ; an inſtance of this ſort 
lies now before us. 
the name of one of the ſons of Shem, the Son of Noah, 
from whom deſcended the people called Elamites, 
over whom Chedorlaomer was king in the days of the 
patriarch Abraham. Theſe Elamites inhabited Perſia, 
a famous kingdom in Aſia, bounded on the north 
by the Caſpian ſea, on the eaſt by India, on the ſouth 
by the Indian ocean and Perſian gulf, and on the 
welt by Arabia Deſerta. In the time of Daniel 
the prophet, Elam formed at leaſt part of the Perſian 
empire; for Shuſhan, where the kings of Perſia had 
their reſidence, was in the province of Elam. 
And from Shinar. In this land, which I ſuppoſe to 
have been the fame with Meſopotamia, was attempted 
the fooliſh wicked project of building a city and a 


tower whoſe top might reach unto heaven, which was 


called Babel, becauſe the Lord did there confound the 
language of all the earth. Through a valley of this 
name runs the river Tigris, in its courſe from the 
mountains of Armenia toward the Perſian gulf. Of 
his country Amraphel was king in the time of the 


* See Jer. xliii. and xliv. + Daniel viii. 2. 
father 


And from Elam. Elam was 
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father of the faithful. 
was anciently a famous city, which probably had its 
name from Hamath, one ot the ſons of Canaan, the 
grandſon of Noah. It had once a king whoſe name 
was Toi*, who was one of the princes whom Solo- 
mon conquered. Afterward it fell into the hands 
of the Syrians; and may, in this place, denote the 
land of Syria, a large country in the Greater Aſia, 
which now forms part of the Turkiſh empire. —— 
And from the iſlands of the ſea : by which may be in- 
tended the countries ſurrounded by the ſea, lying to 
the weſtward of Canaan; ſuch as the Leſſer Aſia, which 
was anciently conſidered as a peninſula ; Europe, en- 
compaſſed by the ſea ; and particularly the iſlands of 
Great Britain and Ireland. From theſe places, where- 
in the remnant of God's people are ſcattered, he will 
ſet his hand, to recover them from their diſperſions, 
to enjoy the ineſtimable privileges of his church, and 
to ſubject themſelves to his government whom he hath 
appointed King over his holy hill of Zion. This 


prediction received its fulfilment, in ſome meaſure, at 


the promulgation of the goſpel by the apoſtles and mi- 
niſters of our Lord, by whom the poſterity of Iſrael, 
diſperſed over theſe places of the earth now mention- 
ed, were invited to participate in the glorious prero- 
gatives belonging to the kingdom of Chriſt; when 
thoſe of them who were ordained to eternal life, be- 
lieved, and were made partakers of the heavenly call- 
ing. The truly memorable event of which you read 
the hiſtory in the ſecond chapter of the Acts, preſents 
to view the firſt fruits of the ſecond recovery of the 
remnant of God's people, and affords a happy preli- 
bation of its future full accompliſhment. As the 
learned Dr. Lowth obſerves, © This part of the chap- 
<& ter contains a prophecy which certainly remains yet 
& to be accompliſhed, and ſhall in due time receive 
e its full completion :”? for which, let us often unite 


* 2 Sam. viii. . 


Our 


And from Hamath. This 


that 1 
with e 
tory a1 
EVEN < 
compal 
nations 
revoltec 
in hoſti 
among 
them to 
proclam 

erected 

!emble ] 

tebellior 


Ver. 12. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH. 691 


our earneſt prayers to him who builds up Jeruſalem, 
and gathereth together the outcaſts of Iſrael. Aſſured 
that he 1s faithful who hath promiſed, let us live in 
the joyful expectation that he will do as he hath ſaid. 


12 And he ſhall et up an enſign for the na- 
tions, and ſhall aſſemble the outcaſts of Iſrael, 
and gather together the diſperſed of Judah, from 
the four corners of the earth. 


The prophet next foretels in what manner the Lord 
will accompliſh the prediction contained in the pre- 
ceding verſe, and the glorious ſucceſs which ſhould 
accompany the means to be employed for this pur- 
poſe.— The enſign or ſtandard here intended, is the 
root of Jeſſe, the great Meſſiah mentioned in the 1oth 
verſe, who ſhould be elevated to the view of all na- 
tions by the miniſtry of the goſpel; under whoſe 
banner they are invited to inliſt, that, by his con- 
duct, and with his afliſtance, they may war a good 


warfare. This enſign is erected for the benefit of the 


nations of the earth, that the Gentiles, as well as the 
ſews, beholding this remarkable ſignal, may repair, 
without delay, to this illuſtrious Perſon, whom God 
hath given for a Leader and Commander to the people, 
that from him they may receive direction and ſupport, 
with every needful bleſſing, and at laſt complete vic- 
tory and eternal glory. What a noble diſplay is thus 
given of the moſt amiable benevolence, and tender 
compaſſion, toward the children of men! Though the 
nations have rebelled againſt their rightful Sovereign, 
revolted from under his mild government, and acted 
in hoſtility againſt their gracious Lord, the Governor 
among the nations hath ſet up an enſign, to convene 
them to attend to overtures of peace, and publiſhed 
proclamations of his good-will and mercy. He hath 
erected a ſtandard, not, with hoitile intention, to aſ- 
lemble his armies, to deſtroy thoſe who have riſen in 
tebellion againſt him: but he lifts up the banner of 
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the croſs, that, by the diſplays of his everlaſting love 
therein exhibited, he may draw all men unto him; 
that they may cloſely adhere to his intereſt, diſtinguiſh 
themſelves by attachment to his perſon, nobly fight 
his battles, and enjoy his preſence and protection. To 
this enſign reſort all the nations of them that are 


ſaved. 


And ſhall aſſemble the ou 'caſts of Tfracl, and gather 


Together the di iſperſed of Fudan, from the four corners of | 
the earth, The outcaſts of Ifrael may denote, the | 
poſterity of the ten tribes of Ifrael, who are often 
called by the name of Ephraim, as in the following 
verſe. The reſidue of that people have, for a long 


period of time, juitly merited the deſcription of out- 


caſts, becauſe God hath caſt them out of his ſight, and 


cjettcd them from the good land which he gave unto 


their fathers for a poſſeſnon, as he threatened that he 
would do, if they perſiſted in their fins. They have 
alſo been caſt out by other nations among whom they 
reſided, as unworthy of participating with them in the 


privileges of good ſubjects. The diſperſed of Judah, 


are the Jews, who have likewiſe, for may ages, been 
ſzattered to and fro among the kingdoms of the Gen- 
tiles; firft, by means of the Babyloniſn captivity; | 


afterward, by the Grecian monarchy, and the inva- 


ſion of the Romans; and laſtly, by the perſecution 


raiſed by the enemies of Chriſtianity againſt thole 
that believed in Jeſus Chriſt, who were obliged to flee 
tor ſafety into different countries. So widely were 
they diſperſed at the day of Pentecoſt, that the 
writer of the Acts of the Apoſtles declares, that de- 
zout men of that people then reſorted to Jeru- 


ſalem, out of every nation under heaven. On ac- 


count of their obſtinate blindneſs, and inveterate prcju- 
dices againſt the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, they {till con- 


tinue diſperſed over the world, expoſed to innumerable 


haraſs, and almoſt every ho neglected and de- 
1 1 led. 


declares, 


The joyful conſequences ſhall be, as de. : 
icribec. in the following part of the verſe, | 


-1 his widely ſcattered people God gracioully 
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declares, He vill gather together from the four corners 
of the carth. The word tranſlated corners, ſignifies allo 
wings, as you ſee it rendered in the margent of ſome 
Bibles; which, according to the idiom of the Hebrew 
language, denotes the molt diſtant parts of the earth. 
In alluſion to the wings of a bird, which are ae 
cd when ſhe takes her flight, the remote extremitie: 
the utmoſt boundaries of any thing, are called its wings 
or corners, as in the words before us. From the mott 
emote parts of the earth, the Lord will gather together 
the remnant of his diſperſed people. As, in ſcripture- 
language, ſcattering imports affliction and diſtrels, ſo 
collecting into one place or ſociety, intimates reſtora- 
tion from a calamitous condition, and recovery to a 
proſperous and happy ſtate. Had not this deſirable 
great event been expreſsly forctold, we {nould have 
reckoned that tlie obſtacles which lie in the way of 
its accompliſhment were unſurmountable : but being 
promiſed in the faithful word of God, as his own glo- 
rious work, whoſe counſel {hall ſtand, and for whom 
nothing is impoſſible, every obſtacle diſappears, and 
the great predicted object riſes into view. Firmly 
perſuaded of this approaching event, which God will 
baiten in its ſeaſon, and encouraged in our expeQa- 
tions by the partial fulfilment which this prophecy 
hath already received, let us earneſtly pray for its full 
completes to the glory of God, and the joy of Bis 
people. 


13 The envy alſo of Ephraim Mall depart, 
and the erte of Judah hall be cut off 
Phraim ſhall not envy Judah, and Judah ſhall 


Ot Ven Ephraim. 


VI R. 13. 


In this verſe, are repreſented the happy conſequences 
of the reſtoration and converſion of liracl and © 
dah. From the book of Judges we learn, that an in 
vidious {pirit rei operated among the Hraelites 
as carly as the days of Gideon and Jephth ah. A Fa- 
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N riety of circumſtances might contribute to promote 8 
f this bad diſpoſition among that people, which difcover- lai 
j ed its pernicious influence on many occaſions. The pre 
ö | tribes of Joſeph and Benjamin, which occupied the | 
| middle and beſt part of the land of Canaan, and who, I hat 
| of all their brethren, were the moſt flouriſhing, aroſe car 
from the two ſons of the ſame mother. Joſhua, the WM «ny 

| fon of Nun, who was the leader and commander of WM tha 
[ ee and who probably obtained ſome peculiar ad- WM tam 
vantages for the tribe to which he belonged, was of MW bon 
b the tribe of Ephraim. Saul, the fon of Kith, who th 
was the firſt anointed king over the whole nation, be- | repi 
longed to the tribe of Benjamin. David, the prince cult. 
who next filled the throne, aroſe from 3 tribe of WM theii 
6 Judah. Jeroboam, an Ephrathite, was the inſtrument prait 
| of rending ten tribes from their ſubjection to the IF ncig 
royal family of the tribe of Judah, which was inter- WF whic 

mixed with a number of Benjamites; and of laying WM they 

the foundation of another kingdom, called Ephraim MF favor 


thoſe 
Ma}ly 
only 


upon 


or Iſrael, in diſtinction from that of Judah. From 
| that time, emulation and ſtrife aroſe between theſe two 
kingdoms, which afterward ſeldom enjoyed peace and 
concord, but were often engaged in bloody and de- 


ſtructive wars with each other. Theſe cauſes contri- nay | 
buted, with others that might be mentioned, to kindle in ſo; 
and keep alive mutual rancour and envy between the i captiv 
two nations. At the time in which this prophecy came 

tall be fulfilled, the envy of Ephraim ſhall depart, © tick 
never more to appear. Envy i is a molt uneaſy diſ- join 
temper of the mind, catched not ſo much by infec- beco 
tion, as excited by the proſperity of other people. It Thu 
preys not ſo much upon the miſchiefs and miſeries, as * child 
upon the ſucceſſes and happineſs of thoſe who are 1ts they 
objects: it is not troubled at their lofes, but at their © and | 
atluence and advancement, though their riches does make 
not diminiſh or injure its enjoyments. Happy pe- tains 
riod! when envy and vexation ſhall ceaſe among all: 


brethren; when animoſttics, contentions, and dii- 
cords, ſhall be extinguiſhed among the people of 


God; 


Ver. 13. PROPHECIES or ISAIAH, 695 


God; when their former envies and jealouſies being 


laid aſide, tranquillity and harmony ſhall continually 


prevail. | 

Do you, my friends, whatever lies in your power to 
haſten the full accompliſhment of this prophecy. To 
earneſt prayer, add vigorous exertions, in curbing 
envy, and the other malevolent paſſions, Convinced 
that envy, with its inſeparable concomitants, con- 
taminate the ſpirit, and are as rottenneſs to the 
bones, © let not your hearts envy ſinners: but be in 
the fear of the Lord all the day long *.” Beware of 
repining at the felicity of others; but endeavour, by 
cultivating affection and friendſhip for them, to make 
their good your own. To have a heart diſpoſed to 
praiſe God, for the benefits he confers upon your 
neighbours and acquaintances, is a happy attainment, 
which will enable you to participate in the bleflings 
they receive. In this manner you may enjoy all the 
favours, deliverances, and comforts, beſtowed upon 
inoſe in whole gifts, graces, and privileges, you cor- 
dially rejoice 3 and have your happinels increaſed not 
only by your own mercies, but by thoſe conferred 
upon them who are around you. In this manner you 
nay haſten the completion of this prediction; which, 
in ſome meaſure, was fulfilled after the Babyloniſh 
captivity, according to the word of the Lord which 
came to the prophet Ezekiel, ſaying, * Take thee one 
* ittck, for Judah; and another, for Ephraim: and 
join them together into one ſtick, and they ſhall 
become one in thine hand. - And ſay unto them, 
Thus ſaith the Lord God, Behold, I will take the 
children of Iſrael from among the Heathen whither 
* they be gone, and will gather them on every ſide, 
and bring them into their own land. And I will 
make them one nation in the land upon the moun- 
* tains of lirael, and one king ſhall be king to them 
al: and they ſhall be no more two nations, neither 


*. Prov. xxiii. 17. 


« ſhall. 
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© ſhall they be divided into two kingdoms : any more 
© at all “.“ When God doth this, the ground of en- 
Vy is removed. To a future period, however, the 
prediction ſtill looks forward, of which we ought to 
enfertain the pleaſing proſpect; when all the Iiracl of 
God being intimately united into one body, under 
Jeſus Chrift their common Head, in whom there is no 
diſtinction of Jew or Gentile, all national differences 
ſhall ſubſide, and the moſt delightful unanimity 
and concord ſhall reign throughout the kingdom of 


God. 


14 But they ſhall fly upon the ſhoulders of 
the Philiſtines toward the weſt, they ſhall ſpoil 
them of the eaſt together: they ſhall lay their 
hand upon Edom and Moab, and the children 
of Ammon ſhall obey them. 


The remaining enemics of Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Eingdom, ſhall, according to this prediction, become 
ſubſervient in promoting the intereſts of his church. 
The Philiſtines, who were anciently the inveterate 
foes of lirae}, inhabited the country which lay to 
the weſtward of the land of Canaan. Ephraim and 
Judah, having dropt their former animoſitics, and be- 
ing united into one people, ſhould, with the aſliſtance 
of the Philiſtines, flee ſpeedily toward the welt, where 
their influence was to extend with great rapidity. The 
expreſſion uſed by the prophet, intimates, that, 1 in the 
execution of their benevolent deſign, of enlarging the 
boundaries of the kingdom of their common Lord, 
they ſhould receive friendly aid from thoſe who were 
once their greateſt adverſaries. They fhail fps 

them of the eaſt together, The people who inhabit- 
ed the countries ſituated to the caſtwa 2. of Canaan 

are here intended; the Syrians, the Arabians, tlie 
Amalckites, and others, who, in times of old, were 


* Ezek. xxxvii. 15. e. ſeg. 
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likewiſe the bitter enemies of Iſrael. Theſe children 
of the eaſt, as they are called, ſhould be deprived of 
the honour and renown which they once poſſeſſed, of 
the vaunted {kill and fortitude which they employed 
againſt the peculiar people of God. T hey ſhall lay 
their, hand upon Edom and Moab. Eſau, _ was allo 
called Edom, was the elder brother of Jacob, and the 
father of the Edomites, who were almoſt continually 
in a ſtate of hoſtility with the children of Iſract. Moab 
was the name of Lot's eldeſt daughter's ſon, and the 
father of a numerous people, called Moabites, who 
were often at war with the Iſraelites. Upon both 
theſe people it is here foretold, that Iſrael and Judah 
{hall lay their hand with ſuch Kill and force, and fo 
exert their ſtrength and influence, as to bring them 
under their ſubjection. And the children of Ammon 
ſnall obey them. This people, who were the poſterity 
or Benammi, the ſon of Lot's younger daughter, often 
joined in confederacy with other nations againſt the 
inhabitants of Canaan, and proved a very powerful 
foe, by whom they were from time to time greatly 
diſtrefled. Theſe Ammonites were to be reduced to 


2 ſtate of ſubjection to Iſrael and Judah, whoſe autho- 


rity they were to acknowledge, and to whoſe com- 
mands they ſhould field obedience. The ſentiment 
contained in the various expreſſions uſed in this verſe, 
imports, if I miſtake not, that the ſeveral nations now 
mentioned, ſituated in the vicinity of Judea, ſhould 
jubmit to the kingdom of Iſrael and Judah, when 
converted to Jefus Chriſt by the miniſtry of the goſ- 
pel ; in conſequence whereof, the kingdom of Satan, 
which had been long eſtabliſhed among them, ſhould 
be overturned, and in its room the k angdom of the 
Son of God ſhould be erected. Accordingly, after the 
return of the Jews from captivity in Babylon, in ihe 
times of the Maccabees, the inhabitants of Judea re- 
duced the remains of the nations here ſpecified into 
their ſubjection. In their conqueſts, we behold a live- 
ly image of the Popes of the kingdom _ E 
| ri 
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Chriſt, of its extenſion over many peoples and nations, 
and of the glorious fucceſs and complete triumph with 


which the goſpel ſhall be accompanied, at the happy 


period in which this prophecy ſhall receive its full ac- 
compliſhment. That we may participate in the felicity 
of the Redeemer's ſubjects, let us unite our ſup »lica- 
tions, that he may gird his ſword upon his thigh with 
his glory and his majeſty ; and in his majeſty ride pro- 
ſperouſly, becauſe of truth, meekneſs, and righteouſ- 
neſs : and let us cheerfully ſubmit to his divine au- 


thority, and gracious adminiſtration, whoſe empire 


ſhall yet extend over all the earth. 


15 And the Lord ſhall utterly deſtroy the 
tongue of the Egyptian ſea, and with his mighty 
wind ſhall he ſhake his hand over the river, and 
ſhall ſmite it in the ſeven ſtreams, and make 


men go over dry-ſhod. 


In this and the following verſe, the abolition of the 
Egyptian and Aſſyrian power is foretold, in order to 
remove every obſtruction that might retard the pro- 

reſs of the goſpel, and the advancement of the Meſ- 
fah's kingdom.——By the tongue of the Egyptian 
fea may be meant, the narrow gulf of the Red lea, 
which extended in the form of a tongue at the extre- 
mity, toward the ſea-coaſt ; and might be called the 
Egyptian fea, as it formed the boundary of Egypt 
toward the eaſt. This tongue the Lord declares, 
by our prophet, that he would utterly deſtroy. The 
word here uſed, ſignifies, to deprive any thing ot 
its former uſefulneſs, ſo as to render it unfit for the 
purpoſes to which it was applied. When, theretore, 


it is foreiold, that the tongue of the Egyptian ſea | 


ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, the expreſſion imports, 
that it ſhall ceaſe to be ſubſervient in promoting the 


deſigns of the Egyptians, as in times paſt, and no 


longer ſupply them with thoſe conveniences which it 


had afforded them. The Almighty, by ſome remark- 


able 


{fouſn 
might 
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able interpoſition of his divine providence, would ren- 
der this bay of the ſea altogether improper for ſerving 
the purpoſes for which it had been employed. Our 
prophet frequently foretels the great revolutions that 
God was to accompliſh in the ſtate of the world, and 
the church, in metaphorical language, borrowed from 
the molt extraordinary conceivable changes on things 
viſible; ſuch as the removal of great obſtacles, by the 
levelling of mountains, and the drying up of waters. 
Viewing the tongue of the Egyptian ſea as forming a 
conſiderable part of the ſtrength of Egypt, and one of 
its chief defences, the deſtruction of its power is intend- 
ed in this figurative prediction. Though I may not 
be able exactly to point out the literal fulfilment of 
this prophecy, commentators being greatly divided in 
opinion as to this matter, there cannot remain a doubt 
with Chriſtians, however deficient their information, 
and various their ſentiments, that it hath received its 
accompliſhment. Prior to the collection of Jews and 
Gentiles into the kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, the Moſt 
High, by fome remarkable providences, abridged the 
power of Egypt, altered her boundaries, and dimi- 
nithed her influence, that he might open a way for 
the miniſters of his goſpel, and give free courſe to the 
word of his grace. In conſequence whereof, his 
people, who were diſperſed through that country, 
abandoning their former idolatry and ſuperſtition, 
lubjected themſelves to the Meſſiah's ſceptre of righ- 
{coulnels; and every obſtacle was removed that 
might prevent the ſpread and ſucceſs of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel in that quarter. 

And with his mighty wind ſhall he ſhake his hand 
veer the river, and fhall ſmite it in the ſeven /treams, 
and make men go over dry-ſhad. The river here intend- 
ed, ſeems to be the great river Euphrates, which 
 tormed one of the boundaries of the land which the 
Lord gave for a poſſeſſion to the poſterity of Abraham. 
in the old Teſtament, it is ſometimes called the River, 
by way of eminence, though its name 1s not nn 

| AE ed: 
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ed: © Twill ſet (ſaid God to che Ifraelites) thy bounds 


© from the Red lea even unto the ſea of the Philiſ. 
tines, and from the deſert unto the river *.* That 
this river is meant by our prophet, 1s pretty cer- 
tain, from the deſign that God had in view in ſhaking 
his hand over it; namely, that there might be a high- 
way for the remnant of his people, which ſhall be left 
from Afﬀyria. In the expreſſion before us, there ſeems 
to be an obvious alluſion to the wonderful work of 
God, of which you read, Exod. xiv. 21, 22. * And 


© Moſes {tretched out his hand over the ſea, and the 


© Lord cauſed the ſea to go back by a ſtrong eaſt- 
* wind all that night, and made the fea dry-land, and 
© the waters were divided. And the children of Irael 
< went into the midit of the fea upon the dry ground; 
and the waters were a wall unto them on the right 
© hand, and on their left.“ A ſimilar work was to be 
performed by the Almighty, as the accompliſlment of 
this prophecy, that thereby a high-way might be pre- 
pared, ſuch as was anciently made for the Iſraelites to 
go from Egypt to the land of Canaan, by which the 
remnant oi God's people ſhould paſs from Aſſyria in- 
to Judea. For this purpoſe the Lord declares, that 


he would ſmite the river in its ſeven ſtreams. By the 


exertion of his omnipotent arm, by the powerful in- 
fluence of his holy Spirit, which is ſometimes repre- 
ſented as a mighty wind, he would either dry up, or 
give a different direction to the ſeven ſtreams, which, 
being united, formed this great river; or, he would 
divide its waters into ſeven ſtreams or channels; and, 
in one or other of theſe ways, open an eaſy paſſage, 
whereby his diſperſed people might return to their 
own land, This prediction was literally fulfilled, 
when Cyrus, whole right hand God ſtrengthened, by 
forming a large canal, through which the waters of 
the Euphrates were conveyed away from the channel 
of the river, ſo that people might paſs over dry- 


* Exod. xxiii. 31. See alſo Gen. xxxl. 21. 
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ſhod. This great work, among others, paved the 
way for the return of the reſidue of God's people 
from Aſſyria into their own country. It was far- 
ther accompliſhed, by the removal of thoſe impe- 


diments which obſtructed the ſpread and ſucceſs of 


the goſpel, and the gathering into the kingdom of 
Jeſus Chriſt the remnant of God's people from their 
wide diſperſions. 


10 And there ſhall be an high-way for the 


remnant of his people, which ſhall be left from 
Aſtyria, like as it was to Iirael in the day that 
he came up out of the land of Egypt. 


Theſe words plainly expreſs the purpoſe intend- 
ed to be accompliſhed by the predictions contained 
in the preceding verſes, and repreſent what ſhould be 
the happy effect of theſe wonderful interpoſitions of di- 
vine providence. A way ſhould be opened for the 
remnant of God's people, of ſuch eaſy acceſs, ſo pa- 
tent, and ſo much frequented, that it might juſtly be 
called a high-way. Every obitacle that prevented 
their return from Egypt, and Allyria, was to be re- 
moved by divine power : mountains ſhould be level- 
led, valleys filled, and rivers dried up, to afford the 
people agreeable opportunity of joining themſelves 


to the church of Jefus Chriſt, and enjoying the 


ineſtimable bleſſings of his kingdom. The deliver- 
ance to be wrought for them, ſhould reſemble that 


of Iſrael in the day he came up out of the land 


of Egypt. At that memorable period, the Lord their 
God brought them forth from under the power and 
oppreſſion of the Egyptians with a ſtrong hand, and 
a ſtretched- out arm: he divided before them the wa- 
ters of the Red ſea, and the river Jordan: he led 


them through the howling wilderneſs by a way tha 


O 
they knew not: he protected them from the many 


dangers to which they were expoſed: he made ample 


proviſion for their ſupport; and conducted them, ac- 
. cording 
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cording to his promiſe, to the enjoyment of a goodly 


inheritance. In like manner, by the accomplithment 


of this prophecy, ſimilar glorious diſplays were to be 


iven of divine power and providence in ꝓehalf of his 
diſperſed people. From the various countries where- 
in they had been ſcattered, the Almighty would ga- 
ther them, and conduct them, through every peril 
and oppoſition, in the way that leads to the heavenly 
and better country, where they ſhall receive the com- 
pletion of all their juſt defires, and of all the promiſes 
of God. To conclude, the ſum of the prophecy 
contained in theſe two lait verſes ſeems to be ſkortly 
this: The tongue of the Egyptian fea is the kingdom 
of Egypt; the river Euphrates is the Aſſyrian em- 
pire. By the deſtruction of the former, and ſmiting 
the latter, are intended the remarkable diſpenſations 


of providence, whereby theſe nations, which were al- 


ways inimical fo the people of God, were to be divid- 
ed and overthrown, to make way for the advance- 
ment of the kingdom of Chriit, and the gathering in 
the outcaſts of lirael from the four winds of heaven. 
The prophecy received its accompliſhment, when 
Auguſtus Cæſar marched into Egypt, and made it a 


province of the Roman empire ;—and when the Aſſy- 


rian power was ſmitten, divided into parts, and made 


alſo ſubject to the Romans; in conſequence whereof, 


a way was opened for extending the Chriſtian church 
over the whole inhabited world. This great and 
benevolent deſign the Governor among the nations 
is {till carrying forward, by means of the various 
revolutions, and ſucceſſive changes, which happen in 
the affairs of this world. To promote this ſalutary 
purpoſe, let us unite our vigorous endeavours with 
earneſt prayers, that the whole earth may be filled 
with the Redeemer's glory. Amen, and amen. 
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PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


| F* the foregoing chapter, the prophet had delivered 
5 an explicit declaration of the advent of the great 
Meffiah, the excellency and glory of his government, 
the tranquillity and felicity of his kingdom, and the 
collection of the Jews from their diſperſions, to par- 
ticipate with the Gentiles in the privileges of his 
church. With theſe great and pleaſing objects fully 
in his view, he introduces the people of God, united 
tog:#1er in one body, celebrating the praiſes of their 
great Redeemer in a triumphant ſong, where, in elevat- 
cd ſtrains, they extol his glorious grace, and acknow- 
ledge his marvellous loving-kindneſs, manifeſted in 
their ſalvation, In this ode of ſupreme and fingular 
excellence, variety and beauty are agreeably united ; 
and, being compoſed in the form of an animated ad- 
dreſs to God himſelf, it poſſeſſes a fervour and eleva- 
tion ſuperior to any thing human. The ſubject is in- 
comparably magnificent, the thoughts are beautifully 
ſimple, the ſtyle truly ſublime, the expreſſion ſtrong, 
and the figures natural and bold. The ſacred writer's 
obvious defign in this effuſion of joy and praiſe, is to 
warm, tranſport, and delight the ranſomed of the 
Lord; to inſpire them with admiration of their divine 
Deliverer, and excite them to gratitude to their holy 
One, t 


CHAP. XII. 


2 in that day thou ſhalt ſay, O Lox, I 
will praiſe thee: though thou waſt angry 
with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou 


comfortedſt me. | 
And 
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And in that da „, &c. The happy period i in which the 
church of God ſhould adopt the words of this ſong, is 
affirmed to be that memorable day to which the preced- 
ing predictions refer, wherein the great Meſſiah, the 
root of Jeſſe, ſnall ſtand for an enſign of the people, to 
which the Gentiles ſhall ſeekx; - hen the Lord ſhall ſer 
his hand again the ſecond time, to recover the remnant 
of his people; hen he ſhall ſet up an entign for the 
nations, and ſhall aſſemble the outcaſts of ltrael, and 
gather together the diſperſed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth. Theſe remarkable prophecies 
received a partial accompliſhment, when the Jews, 
after the Babyloniſh captivity, ſcattered through many 
nations, were invited, by the apoitles of Jeſus Chriit, 
to partake of the ſpirit zal benefits of his kingdom, 
and the cternal ſalvation of which he is the Author 
and Finither :—when Jews, out of every nation, were 
called to repentance, and faith in the Son of God; 
and the goſpel was preached with glorious ſuccels to 
every creature under heaven. With pleaſure we look 
forward to their tarther completion, in that promiſed 
glorious period, when the tulnefs of the Gentiles thall 
come in, and all Iſrael ſhall be faved. This day, 
then, in which we are aſſembled to praiſe the Lord, 
to call upon his name, and declare his doings among 
the people, is included in the time to which the pro- 
phet refers, as the proper ſeaſon for ſinging this di- 
vine poem, in grateful acknowledgment of that great 
ſalvation, which we ought to contemplate as the won— 
derful work of Jehovah. 

O Lord, I will praiſe thee. The ſong begins 
with thankſgiving and praiſe, the moſt comely, plea- 
fant, and joyful exerciſe of devotion. -O Lord, thou 
eter nal, all- ſufſicient, and glorious Jehovah, art infi- 
nitely worthy of praiſes, and for ever adored by in- 
numerable celeſtial ſpirits. J, in the ſingular num- 
vals is much more intereſting and forcible than «, 
in the plural, would have been. Whilſt every thing 
here is pcculiar and perional, the expreſſion ſcems to 
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intimate, the agreeable union of heart and affection 
with which praife ſhould be offered to God. Every 
one ſaved by the Lord, whether Jew or Gentile, re- 
flects with joy on his own perſonal deliverance, and 
exults in the glorious liberty into which he is intro- 
duced ; and, therefore, each for himſelf, reſolves to 


praiſe the Lord. I will extol the divine perfections 
of Jehovah, and magnify thoſe eternal excellencies 


which I ſhall never be able ſufſiciently to celebrate. 
How conſummate that wiſdom, which contrived and 
arranged all the works of the Moſt High; which de- 


viſed that aſtoniſhing plan, whereby men are raiſed 
from the ruins of corruption, ſin, and miſery, through 


the intervention of a Mediator, exalted to the higheſt 
honours, and inveſted in the poſſeſſion of immortal 
felicity! How infinite that power, which created and 
preſerveth the world; which united the divine and 
human nature in the perſon of our Saviour; which 
was exerted in the miracles that he wrought; which 


ſuſtained him under the ſufferings he endured, ren- 


dered him victorious over death, exalted him to the 
higheſt glory, and ſtill accompanies the miniſtry of the 
golpel! What high praiſes are for ever due to that 
tender mercy, which reacheth unto all God's works; 
which extendeth to the guilty, perithing children of 
men, forgives all treſpaſſes, admits them into favour, 
crowns them with loving-kindneis, and, by means 


the moſt aftoniſhing, confers upon them eternal life! 


Who can enough extol that greatneſs, which is un- 
ſearchable ; that juſtice, which is inflexible ; and the 
beauties of that holineſs, which is ſor ever adored by 
innumerable angels, and all the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect! Who can _ the mighty acts of the 
Lond ho can ſhew forth all his praiſe! Heaven re- 
ounds with his praiſes: the earth is full of his glory; 
1 in the congregation of his ſaints, the high praiſes 
of God are in their mouths. Though ſurrounded 
with enemies, though encompaſſed with dangers, per- 
plexed with difficuliics, and diſtreſſed with ſpiritual 
diſtempers, 
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diſtempers, I will bleſs the Lord, for the ſalvation of 
his Son, the goſpel of his grace, the promiſe of his 
Spirit, the benefits with which he is daily loading me, 
and the joyful proſpects he hath ſet before me. By this 
heavenly exerciſe, I hope my mind ſhall be diverted 
from diſquieting thoughts, temptations to ſin avoided, 
my heart kept under the influence of divine love, 
gratitude, and joy, other graces ſhall be improved, 
and comfortable evidence enjoyed of my fincerity and 
integrity. Every dav, therefore, will I bleſs thee, O 
Lord, and I will praiſe thy name for ever and ever. 

" Though thou wwaſt angry with me. The righteous 
Lord is never diſpleaſed with any creature, except 
with ſinners who have oftended him ; and, therefore, 
His anger always ſuppoſes, that the perſon with whom 
he is diſpleaſed, hath been a tranſgreſſor, and thus 
expoſed himſelf ro the wrath of the Almighty. What 
a heart- affecting acknowledgment. ought this to be to 
every man! The Lord was angry with me, for having 
departed from him, and living a ſtranger to his love; 
for having been ungratetul for his mercies, difobe- 
dient to his commands, and indifferent to his promiſes 


and threatenings. Had it been the anger of man, 
though the greateſt earthly prince, it had been com- 


paratively ſmall. The wrath of a king is much to be 
dreaded, eſpecially of an abſolute monarch, who hath 
the lives and properties of his ſubjects at his diſpoſal : 
© It is as the roaring of a lion (faith the wiſe man): 
< whoſo provoketh him to anger, ſinneth againſt his 
© own ſoul,” Prov. xx. 2. 
on carth, clothed with majeſty, and arrayed with ter- 
rors, are but feeble worms of the duſt, who can do 
but little, even when moſt enraged. Before God, they 
are nothing ; yea, leſs than nothing, and vanity. How 
dreadful muſt be the anger of the King of kings, of 
whoſe wrath none knoweth the power ! How terrible 
the revelations he hath given of it from heaven, againſt 
all unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men! How aw- 
ful then beyond deſcription ſhall it appear, when he 

| Will 
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© will come with fire, and with his chariots like a 
* whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his 
* rebukes with flames of fire“. Did upright Job 
earneſtly requeſt, that God would hide him in the 
grave, and keep him ſecret until his wrath be paſt ? 


Did Moſes require to be hid in the clift of the rock, 


while the glory of the Lord was revealed ? Did they 
whoſe hearts were tender, tremble at the denuncia- 
tions of this wrath? were their ſouls filled with 
trouble? did their ears tingle? did their lips quiver, 
and rottenneſs enter into their bones? for fear of the 
Lord, and the glory of his majeſty, did they enter into 
the holes of the rocks, and caves of the earth. How 
dreadful then beyond meaſure mult be the fierceneſs 
and wrath of almighty God! How ſhall finners en- 
dure, when God ſpeaketh to them in wrath, and vex- 


eth them in his hot diſpleaſure. Whoſe hands can be 


ſtrong, or. whoſe hearts endure, when theſe awful 
words of God ſhall be accompliſhed : © I will tread 
them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury, 
and their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my gar- 
ments, and I will ſtain all my raiment f.“ Were we 
ſenſible as we ought, that the moſt high God was 
thus angry with us, with what raptures of gratitude 
and joy would we praiſe the Lord, and ſay, 

Thine anger is turned away. Theſe words plainly 
intimate, the pleaſing conſciouſneſs of a happy deliver- 
ance from guilt, and obnoxiouſneſs to puniſhment, 
with conſequent freedom from the terrible effects of 
tie divine diſpleaſure. They alſo import, the deſirable 
enjoyment of thoſe ſatisfying proofs of the favour and 


loving-kindneſs of the Lord, from whence the mind 


can juſtly infer the truth contained in this grateful 
acknowledgment; ſuch as the bleſſedneſs reſulting 
from forgiveneſs of ſins; fear of offending God; in- 
dignation againſt every ſpecies of iniquity; the ſpirit 
of love, the law of God, and the hope of glory, occu- 
* Ifaiah Ixvi. 15. + Ifaiah lxiii. 3. 
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pying the heart, and uniformly operating upon the 
whole temper and conduct. The poſſeſſion of this 
ineſtimable privilege, thus demonſtrated, juſtly at- 
fords, in every view, the moſt ample ground of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, which will be exprefied by every 
one participating in this felicity, in ſuch language as 
the following: Thine anger is turned away; who 
when thou lookeſt on the earth, it trembleth ; when 


thou toucheth rhe hills, they ſmoke: the effects of 


thine anger are terrible, deſtructive, and everlaſting. 
The expreſſions of thine awful diſpleaſure are now 
averted, and thou acteſt toward me in a manner 
very different from that which I experienced when 
thou waſt angry with me. The tokens of thy wrath, 


which thou ſhewedſt me in time paſt, are now happily | 


exchanged for the molt agreeable pledges of thy love. 
Thine anger, compared in thy word to thunder and 
lightning, from which I had juit reaſon to dread ever- 
laiting deſtruction, burſt upon his head whom thou 
conſtituted our Mediator, and ſet forth to be the pro- 

itiation for our fins. When thy wrath, like a mighty 
torrent, rolled- toward man with irreſiſtible torce, 
ready to overwhelm him in the boundleſs abyſs of mi- 
ſery and wo, thou, in thy wonderful grace, raiſed up 
a mighty One, who kindly interpoſed in our behalf, 


turned away thine anger, and cauſed it to ceaſe. if 


contemplate him with admiration and gratitude, 
drinking of the brook in the way, bearing the re- 
proach and rage of men, ſuſtaining the attacks of the 
powers of darknefs, enduring the curle of the Jaw, 
pouring out his precious blood upon the earth, and 
laying down his ſacred lite, to dcliver men from the 
wrath to come. 

And thou comforted/t me. What admirable conde- 
ſcenſion, what unſpcakable hs what tender compal- 
ſion, doth God maniteſt, in mene * divine 
confolations into the hearts of his people! Perſons 
may be liberated from flavery, by the arm of power; 
they may be reſcucd from oppreſſion, by the exerciſe 


crea 
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of juſtice; they may be relieved from want, by the hand | 


of bounty: but to pour reviving conſolation into the 
dejected mind, is the kind office of pure affection and 
pity. God promiſed. of old to his church, by our 
prophet, © That as one whom his mother comforteth, 
* lo will I comfort you: and ye ſhall be comforted 
in Jeruſalem *.* By this beautiful ſimilitude, God 
is pleaſed to repreſent the endearing manner in which 
he performs the blefled work here thanktully acknow- 
 tedged. One whom a tender-hearted mother com- 


forteth, is ſuppoſed to be in diſtreſs and dejection, 


under which the kind parent is ſolicitous to admini- 
fter relief. How manifold the fears, the afflictions, 
the ſorrows, and diſcouragements, to which the people 
of God, from various cauſes, are obnoxious in this 
preſent world. Juſtly may the man of God often ſay, 
How weak hath been my faith! how many have been 
my fears! how powerful my temptations! how ſtrong 
my corruptions: how innumerable- the deſponden- 
cies wherewith I have been oppreſſed and diſturb- 
ed! Amidft all the bitterne!s and unealineſs to 
which theſe things have given rile, thou, Lord, 
halt reſtored comforts to me : thou haſt revived 
my enfeebled mind, and conveyed refre{hment to 
my foul, by the ſacred inſluence of thy Spirit, giving 
me an agreeable ſenſe of thy mercy, the gracious aſ- 
ſurance of thy favour, and the precious faith of thy 
elect, whereby 1 have joy and peace in believing thy 


exceeding great and precious promiſes, which contain 


the moit enriching bleflings, to be enjoyed in que ſeg- 
ſon. If the favours that God bettows upon innocent 
creatures, who never offended him, excite their gra- 


titude and praiſe, are not our obligations greatly in- 


creaſed ? and are not we bound, by many additional 
ties, to praiſe the Lord, who extends his confolations 
to. us, who deſerved his wrath, and arc utterly un: 


worthy of the ſmalleſt mercy ? 


* Ifaiah Ixvi. 13. 
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2 Behold, God ig my ſalvation : I will truſt, 


and not be afraid; for the LORD IEHOVAH zs 
my ſtrength and my ſong, he alio is become my 
ſalvation. 


The prophet, in name of the church, having de- 
clared his reſolution to praiſe the Lord, and the 
grounds on which his determination reſted, exults in 
his intimate relation to God, as a permanent ſource 
of confidence, gratitude, and joy. Man, in his pre- 
ſent ſtate, is expoſed to innumerable evils, dangers, 
and miſeries, of various kinds. Of all the deliver- 
antes he enjoys, God is the Author, who works ma- 


nifold falvations in all the earth. Creatures may be 


the inſtruments of their conveyance ; but God is the 
ſpring from whence they all. proceed. The phyſician 


may be the mean of reſtoring to health; but it is God 


who performs the cure. The counſellor may give 
good advice; but it is God who guides by his coun- 
ſel, and conducts. to glory. Soldiers may fight our 
battles; but it is God who crowns them with victory. 
Friends may try to aſſiſt, relieve, and comfort us; but 
their ſucceſs depends entirely upon God. From pro- 
vidences and ordinances we may derive much bene- 
fit; but, for this purpoſe, it is abſolutely requiſite, 
that they be accompanied with the divine bleſſing. 
In this manner we are taught, that ſalvation 1s of the 
Lord, when his bleſſing is upon his people; that tem- 
poral as well as eternal ſalvation proceed from the 
ſame love, and the ſame Saviour ; and that in the for- 
mer there 1s a lively repreſentation of the Jatter, 
which ſeems here chiefly intended. God is my 
falvation, ſaith the redeemed of the Lord : he delivers 
me from the guilt, the power, and the pollution of 
fin; from the wrath of God, and everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion; and confers upon me abundance of grace, ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs, and eternal life. He removes 
every obſtacle that lies in the way of falvation : he 
defeats the hoſtile attempts of every enemy that would 


oppole 
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oppoſe it: he gives an indefeaſible right to its enjoy- 
ment; and affords the ſure earneſts of it, in grace, 
peace, and conſolation, as an infallible aſſurance of 
its full enjoyment in due ſeaſon. Manifold were the 
benefits, the ſaviours, and deliverances, that God con- 
ferred upon the church under the Old Teſtament: 
but theſe were only types of the far more glorious 
ſalvation which is in God himlelf, The Lord Jeho. 
vah hath reſcued me, with innumerable multitudes, 


from the moſt cruel tyranny, and endleſs perdition, to 


form my degenerate mind to the nobleſt fentiments, 
and moſt exalted pleaſures ; to bring me into glorious 
liberty, and to elevate me to the higheit honours and 
felicity. Though rocks ſhould moulder into duſt, 
though mountains be removed out of their place, 
though the ſun grow dim with age, and all the lumi- 
naries of heaven be extinguiſhed, in this will I exult 
and triumph, God is my lalvation. 

I will truſt, and not be afraid. Truſt is that excel- 
lent diſpoſition of mind, excited by the Holy Spirit, 
which conſiſts in the lively exerciſe of faith and hope, 
fortifying the ſoul againſt all oppoſition and danger, 
and producing holy ſerenity, and undaunted conh- 
dence. It ariſes from juſt apprehenſions of the diſ- 
coveries which God hath been pleaſed to afford of 
himſelf, and ſuch a firm perſuaſion of his power and 
faithfulneſs as ſupports the mind, and poſſeſſes it of 
ſacred compolure, and joy in God. It is not an ill- 
founded preſumption upon the divine goodneſs, nor 
a deluſive hope of the divine favour and protection: 
it is not to bleſs one's ſelf in heart, and to ſay, I ſhall 
have peace, though 1 walk after the imagination of 
an evil heart. This is not to truſt in the Lord, but 
in lying vanity. To truſt, in the ſenſe here intended, 
is firmly to rely on the kindneſs of divine providence, 
for all neceſſary proviſion, protection, and deliverance : 
it is to place an unſhaken- dependence upon his faith. 
lu promiſes, for whom it is impoſſible to lie, that he 
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ourſelves, and all our concerns, on his infinite good- 
neſs and love, who will give grace and glory, and 
every good thing: it is to confide in his omnipotence, 
whoſe almighty arm ſtretched out the heavens as a 
curtain, and laid the foundations of the earth. It is 
to look to our Maker, and have reſpect to the Holy 
One of Iſrael; to lean upon him as our beloved; to 
caſt our burden upon the Lord, when it is too. heavy 
for us to bear; to ſtay upon the Lord our God, 
when unable to ſuſtain the oppreſſive weight that 
would cruſh our ſpirits; and when we know not 
where to lay our heads for reſt, to dwell in the ſecret 
place of the Moſt High. In one word, to truſt, is 
confidently to rely on Jehovah, for the prevention and 
removal of every evil, for continuing and beſtowing 
all that is good, ſo as to have the mind elevated above 
diſmaying fears, perplexing doubts, and embarraſſing 
diſcouragements. It is therefore added, And not be 
ofraid. No creature, however formidable, no event, 
however terrifying its appearance, need alarm him 
that truſteth in the Lord. Who art thou, that thou 
© ſhouldeſt be afraid of a man that ſhall die, and of the 


© fon of man that ſhall be made as graſs, and forget- 


« teſt the Lord thy Maker“ ? Why ſhould you be 
afraid of the powers of darkneſs? * Though an hoſt 
* ſhould encamp againſt you, your heart ſhould not 
fear: though war ſhould. riſe againſt you, in this 
* ſhould you be confident. The Lord is my light, 
and my ſalvation, whom ſhall I fear? The Loxd is 
< the ſtrength of my life, of whom ſhall I be afraid .. 
Why ſhould you be afraid of approaching calamities, 
like the timorous among the chiidren of men, who 
are often poor, for fear of poverty; who ret:ſe to 
part with any thing, leſt they ſhould loſe all; who 
are diſtreſſed, for fear of diſtreſſes; and ſometimes 
die, for ſear of dying. Bleſſed is the man whote heart 
is fixed, truſting in the Lord : he is not afraid of evil 


+ Pfal. Xxvii. 1. 3. 


* Ilaiah li. 12, 13. 
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tidings, of powerful enemies, of ſurrounding dangers, 
of deſolating judgments, which are all under the di- 
rection and control of that mighty Lord, in whom he 
hath wiſe:y placed all his confidence. The ſure 
ground of this truſt and confidence is next mention- 
ed: 

For the Lord Jebovaß is my ſtrength and my ling h he 
alſo is become my ſalvation. Thete words compoſed 
part of that ſong of triumph which Moſes, and the 
children of IHrael, ſung in that magnificent concert 
which they performed on the ſca- ſhore, in the day 
that the Lord ſaved them out of the hands of the 
Egyptians. They were afterward adopted by the 
king of Ifrael into the grateful hymn of praife which 
he ſung with his people, when he offered to God the 
ſacrifice of thankigiving, for a glorious victory he ob- 
tained over his enemies. They are here a third time 


introduced, and engroſſed into this ſacred ode, in 


which the church of God celebrates his praiſes, for a 
far more glorious ſalvation than either Iſrael or David 
commemorated. The Lord is my ſtrength, faith 
every one of God's ſpiritual Hrael, who ſupports me 
under the bodily infirmities wherewith I am diſtreſſed; 
who ſtrengthens me with all might in the inner man, 
and invigorates all the powers of my foul for his 
ervice. He' is the ſtrength of my underſtanding, 
wheredy [ diſcern and acknowledge the great myſte- 
rics of ſalvation, and am enabled to perceive the way 
in which I ought to go. He is the ſtrength of my 
heart, of which he takes the d lirection, working i ia me 
to will and to do of his good pleaſure ; ; giving the 
willing mind, which makes his work go forward with 
alacrity and cheerfulneſs. He is the ſtrength of my 
affections, which he preterves from becoming languid 
and teeble, and, fixes them upon the proper objects 
on which they ought to terminate. He is the firen gti! 
of my graces, who eſtabliſheth my faith, enlivenet! 
my love, animateth my hope and patience ; 5 WH 
cnableth me to reſiſt my Piritual; enemies, to vanqui 5 
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temptations, to mortify corruptions, to perform du- 
ties, to ſuſtain afflictions, and to ſurmount all the ob- 
ſtacles that lie in the way to the kingdom of God, 
Of all my ſtrength, God is the Author; who is 
clothed with ſtrength, wherewith he hath girded 
himſelf; and from whom all the power proceeds that 
is divided among the creatures. The Lord is alſo 
my ſong. His high characters, his divine perfections, 
his wonderful works, ant great ſalvation, are the chief 
ſubjects of which 1t treats ; and Jehovah himſelf is the 


great object whoſe praiſes I celebrate. No wiſdom or 


power, no love or grace, once worthy to be compar- 
ed to his. He planned, arranged, and executed every 
thing worthy of being admired and extolled. No in- 


rument, therefore, ſhall rival him in my affection, 


or divide with him the praiſe in my fong.——He al/ 
is become my ſalvation. When any object takes full 
poſſeſſion of the heart, it views it on every fide, and 
returns to it again and again, never weary of con- 
templating it with admiring wonder and pleaſure, 


2 Therefore with joy ſhall ye draw water out 


of the wells of ſalvation. 


The expreſſions are evidently figurative, and highly 
important, meriting our ſerious attention. begin 
vith endeavouring to diſcover what is meant by the 
wells of falvation. Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Author 
and ſource of ſalvation, with all the bleſſings which 
are continually flowing from his fulneſs, for the re- 
freſhment of needy finners, may be here intended. 
From him is derived wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifica- 
tion, and every thing neceflary to gratify the juſt de- 
fires of them that love him. And therefore he ſaith, 
© If any man thirſt, let him come unto me, and 
drink * ;” plainly intimating, that he is the fountain 
which the prophet Zechariah foretold ſhould be open- 
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ed to the houſe of David, and the inhabitants of je- 
ruſalem. Though wells are mentioned in the plural, 
this circumitance does not ſuggeſt a ſufficient objection 
againſt this interpretation; but ſerves to ſhew, that 
ine fountain of falvation is to be found in all places, 
and that grace may be every where derived from its 
tulneſs.—— By the wells of ſalvation may be ſignified, 

the word of God, compreheggling all the inſpired 
books of holy ſcripture, publithed for the benefit of 
the church, by the prophets, the apoſtles and evan- 
geliſts, and chiefly by the Son of God himſelf. © This 
word includes all the prophecies, the promiſes, and 
doctrines, reſpecting that great ſalvation which God 


hath prepared for them that love him, comprehend- 


ing remiſhon of fins through faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
janctification through the Holy Spirit, with eternal 
glory. — Or, by the wells of ſalvation may be meant, 
the teachers and miniſters of the goſpel, by whom are 
conveyed, to thoſe who are deſirous of participating 
of divine conſolations, the moſt neceflary ſalutary 
truths of the goſpel, with a plenitude of ſpiritual 
bleſſings, from the fulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, to ſupply 
all their neceſſities. The word of God is indeed the 
principal mean whereby the God of all grace is 
pleaſed, through the miniſtry of his ſervants, to im- 
part to his people the ineſtimable benefits of his ſal- 
vation. Similar metaphorical expreſſions are uſed by 
writers of different nations, and frequently occur even 
in the ſcriptures themſelves, where teachers are com- 
pared to fountains, their doctrine to water, and their 
icholars to thoſe that drink for refreſhment. Let 
us approach this pure and open fountain, theſe wells 
of grace and falvation, convinced of our need of the 
inclimable bleflings which are there to be obtained, 
that we may imbibe larger meaſures of divine confolk 
tion, acquire new vigour in the exerciſe of grace, and 
get our holy defires fully ſatisfied. From theſe wells, 
Te ' ſpall draw water. The water ſpoken of, muit 
LEGWE ic be underſtood in a figurative ſenſe, denoting, 
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as it often docs in ſcripture, the gifts and graces of 
the Holy Spirit“; ſuch as a clear knowledge of the 
my ſteries of the kingdom of God; a lively faith in 
the perfections, providence, and record of the Mo 

High ; ſupreme love to the Lord our God; tranquil- 
lity of conicience, ariſing from a comlarable ſenle of 
remifiion of fins, and peace with God ; acceis with 
conſidencè to bis „ the glorious liberty of his 
oly Ghoſt; increaſe of grace, 

and perſeverance in the oO ways of the I Lord. Theſe 
valuable bleflings are poſleſied of ſimilar properties 
with water; and produce, in the ſpiritual world, {imi- 
lar eileQs to thoſe which that precious fluid does in 
the natural. Water 1s a ncceſſary element, deſtitute 
of which, this earth would ſoon become a deſolate 


wilderneſs; without it, mankind could not poſſibly 


fubſiſt. No leſs neceſſary are the bleſſings of tite 


Holy Spirit to the new creation, without winch, the 


man of God could not exiſt, nor could any oi f the chil- 
dren of men 2dvance one ſtep i in the way of ſalvation. 
Water is almoſt every where enjoyed in abundance, 
| by the poor as well as the rich: creatures of every 
order commonly have it in plenty, unleſs when the 
ſins of men provoke the ſovereign Ruler of the uni— 
verſe to withhold this ineſtimable bleting. With 
equal abundance doth the great Lord of all afford his 
5piritio his church, to whom it is conveyed, © as floods 
* upon the dry g ground, when fin doth not Prevent its 
liberal communication. Water, as it comes from 
the fountain, is exceeding fine and tranſparent, and 
jurves to wail away ever) kind of (lain and pollution. 
In like manner, the Spirit of God is perfectly holy 
aud pure in himſelf; and he it is who cleanſes the 
Ig people of God from all unrighteouſneſs, and 
wakes them partazcrs of that holineſs which they 
CHFAAY with admirable luſtre before the world. The 

lalütary mmiuctce of water is univerfal, diffuſing itlelf 
trobzh every part of nature: it enters into tlie food 


Sce John vii. 37, 38, 39. 
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and ſuſtenance of man, and all the other creatures. 
Ihe benign operation of the Holy Spirit, with his 

gifts and graces, is univerſally experienced in the ſpi- 
ritual world: not a new creature, the workmanſhip 
of God, created in Chrilt Jeſus, who doth not ſhare 
in their beneficial effects. There is alſo a ſtriking 


reſembiance between the purpoſes to which water is 


Applied, w_ the cites produced by the Holy Spirit. 
Water is uſed to ſoften hard ſubſtances : it molliſies 
the mu when rendered imnenetrable by froſts, or 
P arched by the drought, of !uramer. The Holy Spirit 
toftens the hard hearts of men, become obqdurate and 
inſenſible by being withdrawn from the influence of 
the Sun of rigitteouſnels, and the meltorating power 
of divine grace. Water fructifies the earth; and to 
it we are indebted for the beauties which adorn the 
iprinz, and the rich fruits which are gathered in 
harveit to cover our tables. The Holy Spirit, by his 
gifts and graces, adorns 54 faithful in Chriſt Jeſus 
with the beautics of holineſs, and renders them fruit- 
ſul in every good work, 10 tne glory and praiſe of 
rod. Once more: As water quenches the thirſt of 
the weary traveller, and refreſhes him when his ſpirits 
and ſtrength are exhauited, ſo the Holy Spirit, who 
proceeds from the fountain of life, gratifies the deſires 
of thoſe who are athirit after ſpiritual bleſſings, reitores 
their ſouls to health and vigour, and diſpoles them 10 
purſue their journey toward the Zion that is above 
with increaſing alacrity. Other inſtances of reſem- 
blance might be mentioned; but enough hath been 
ind, to ſhew the import and propriety of the beauti- 
{vl 1yure here employed, lt remains to {how what 
ts meant by the words, 

With joy ſhall ye draw water. The drawing 
lpoken of, mult hkewile be e interpreted in a meta- 
Phorical jenſe. Drawing water is an employment 
Wich requires 3 labour, and diligence, to 
which ſome means or inſtruments of. conveyance 
Are I mably re: ite From theſe and other 
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circumſtances attending this operation, we learn 
the import of the ſpiritual exerciſe here intend- 
ed. The bleſſings communicated by the Holy Ghoſt, 
are obtained by diligent application of the mind 
ro prayer, attentive reading, hearing, and medita- 


tion; and by rightly diſpoſing and digeſting the 


ſubjects read, heard, and contemplated, fo as believ- 
ingly to apply them for the great purpoſes ol Ipiritual 


imptovement. In this manner the peculiar people ot 


God receive freſh communications of divine grace, 
ſpiritual ſtrength, and reviving conſolation, from the 
inexhauſtible fulneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, ſuited to their 


various neceflities, whereby they are furniſhed for the 


performance of duty, ſupported under the preſſure of 
affliction, and refreſhed in their journey toward the 
heavenly and better country.—— Ibis exerciſe is de- 
clared to be accompanied with joy ; with the warm- 
eſt emotions of pleaſing affection, exquiſite delight, 
and agreeable ſatisfaction. The expreſſion ſeems to 
allude to the pleaſure enjoyed by thoſe travellers who, 
when ſcorched with heat, and parched with drought, 
quench their thirſt with the cooling water of ſome 
pure fountain. The pleaſing ſenſation felt by ſuch 
perſons, affords a faint repreſentation of the far ſupe- 
rior pleaſure and joy experienced by the faints, when, 
refreſhed by the water of lite, they look forward to 
the rivers of pleaſures which they have in proſpect. 
The bleſſings which they enjoy, in frequent contem- 
plation, in conſtant expectation, and daily experience, 
are exceedingly precious and excellent, procured not 
with ſuch corruptible things as ſilver and gold, but by 
the blood of Chriſt, whole purchaſe and gift they are. 
They are per ſeciiy ſuited to their circumſtances and 
condition, conveying fight to thoſe who are ſpiritually 
blind, ſtrength to the weak, relief to the diſtreſſed, 
happineſs to the miſerable ; and ſerving to montily 
corruptions, to help infirmities, to reſiſt temptations, 
and diſarm death itfelf. Joy ought always to be pro- 
portioned to the intrinſic worth, and cxtcnfive utility 


ot 
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of the benefits received: and, therefore, when the fer. 
vants of the Lord draw water from the wells of falva. 
tion, they rejoice with exceeding great joy, as one that 
hath obtained a glorious victory, "that hath acquired 
immortal honour, or found great ſpoil ; and that hath 
the delightful proſpect of ceaſing irom his labours, 
and entering into peace, ——Let us frequently, and 
particularly this day, have freſh recourie to theſe 
wells of falvation, that from thence we may derive 
living water. For your encouragement, I conclude 
my remarks on this verſe with the Very gracious in- 
vitation delivered by our prophet, Chap. lv. 1. Ho, 
© every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat, yea, 
* come, buy wine and milk without money, and 
s without price.” 


4 And in that day ſhall ye ſay, Praiſe the 
LorD, call upon his name, declare his doings 
among the people, make mention that his name 
is exalted, 


The redeemed from among men, having been 
repreſented as forming the noble reſolution of prait- 
ing the Lord, they are here introduced, exciting 
their brethren to unite with them 1n this becoming 
delightful employment. The kind affection felt for 
thoſe with whom we are intimately connected ought 
not to be concealed; nor ſhould the grateful ſenſe 
entertained of mercies received be confined within 
the breaſt of the receiver, but ſhould engage him to 
invite all with whom he hopes to ſucceed, to join in 
celebrating the praiſes of his generous Benefactor. 
Senſible of their inability for ſhewing forth the praiſes 
of the Lord their God, and of their need of aſſiſtance 
in this pleatant exerciſe, thoſe who ſing this ſong of 
triumph, call upon others to aſſiſt them in magnifying 
the Lord. Solitary devotion, and ſecret praiſe, have 


no doubt their excellencies and advantages ; but the 
voices 
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voices of multitudes, uniting their hallelujahs, ſwell 
the ſong, until, like the ſound of many waters, it be- 
comes grand and awful, while each provokes another 
to continue with unremitting attention and fervour 
the celeſtial employment. Praiſe ye the Lord. me 
Hebrew word ſignifies, ackrowiedes the Lord: 
knowledge the ſins you have .ommitted agaiit U. 
with real penitence, and contrition of heart; acknow- 


ledge the glorious excellencies of which he is poſietl- 


ed, with adoration and blef ing; acknowledge the be- 
nefits you have received from him, with gratitude and 
thankigiving. Three words are employed to expreſs 
this comely exercife ; namely, bleſling, giving thanks, 
and praiſing God. Blethng eſpecially reſpects the 
benefits received ; thankſgiving, the manner in which 
gratitude ſhould be manifeſted; and praiſe : hath a pe- 
culiar reſpect to the divine excellendies of Jchovah, 
diſplayed in his works, and the mercics he confers, 
Such, however, is the connection and refemblance 
labliſting between theſe pleaſing employments, that 
when one of them 1s rightly performed, the others 
are ſuppoſed and included. Praiſe ye the Lord, with 
reverence, admiration, and love; magnify his great- 


nels, righteouſneſs, and faithfulneſs ; highly extol him 


for * mercies a dehverances you receive, and the 
great {alvation that he hath wrought. This is the 
plealanteſt and nobleft work in which you can pothbly 
be engaged. The duties of your calling, and diligent 
attention to buſineſs, often require hard labour; and 
give you to experience tie truth of the threatemng, 
In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread *.* The 


works of righteouſneſs, whereby you vive to every 
g , 


one his due, mult frequently be performed amid much 
oppoſition, and are often accompanied with many dit- 
couragements. The works of charity and mercy, 
* bereby you relieve the neceſſities 5 the poor and 
tie aſllicte d, are done at conſiderable expence, and 


Gen. i. . 


ſometimes 
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| 
1 
ſometimes meet with unkind returns. The ſervices | | 
of divine worſhip, in which you approach unto God | 
through a Mediator, remind us of our conſtant de- 
pendence upon Jehov ah, of the fin and miſery in 
which we are involved, and: our manifold neceſſities, 1 
In prayer, we appear before God as humble ſuppli- if 
cants, imploring mercy and forgiveneſs of ſins: i: 't 
cading and hearing the wor. of. God, we aſſume the | 4 
character of ſcholars, who with to be inſtructed, and | 
made wiſe unto ſalvation : whereas in praiting the | 
Lord, we profeſs to preſent before him the belt re- 9 
turns we can make for the riches of his goodneſs and 4; 
love; we acknowledge the infinite obligations he hath | if 
brought us under to his ſervice, to which we ought _ | 
faithfully to apply ourſelves. In this manner we aim | 
to put honour upon God, and to yield him that ho- 1 
mage which his glorious attributes, and ineſtimable 
benefits, moſt juſtly demand. | 
Call upon his name. The name of the Lord is a 
Hebraiſm that frequently occurs in ſcripture, denot- 
ing the Lord himſelf. In this ſenſe it is uſed in the | 
following reſolution of the royal prophet ; © i will call 
upon the name of the Lord“: and in the words of 
the apoſtle Peter, when aflerting the efficacy of e | 
_ tightly performed, for averting every evil, and ob- | 
Laining every neediul ble 5 7 Whotoever (ſaid he) | 
« ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, thall i e i ; 
From theſe two paſſages, calling upon God plainly ap- 
pears to ſignify, prayer in general, whereby men pre- ; 
lent their lupplications to che Lord, and pour out 


— ES 
0 5 * 


heir hearts before him. Calling upon God more 

eſpecially conſiſts in that part of prayer properly com- 

Knee under the article of Invocation, in which 

| Jehovah is addrefled by thoſe names, char adters, an 1 

pertections, aſeribed to him in icripture. Here, Van it 
ever, it may be underſtood i M0 its moſt extenſive ſenſe, 
inc luding the whole duty of prayer, ee of ado- 


* Fl enn 17+ + As 1. 21. 


722 LECTURES on THE Caray. XII. 


ration, confeſſion, ſupplication, and thankſgiving. 
Call upon the name of the Lord, who is become your 
ſalvation ; worſhip him in the beauties of holineſs, 
who liveth for ever and ever; and adore, with admira- 
tion and reverence, his divine excellencics, who 18 
exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe. Confeſs, with 


true penitence, your rrelpatle s to him, who torgiveth 1 
iniquity, tranſgreſfion, and ſin; and, in this manner, is 
give glory to the Lord your God, who waiteth to be 5 
gracious, that he may be n in ſhewing Mercy. _ 
Aſk, with humility and faith, all the bleſſings necetiary th 
to your preſent and eternal felicity, and the welfare of * 
the church of God, from him who can ſupply all 55 
vour wants, from his riches in glory, through Chriſt di 
Jeſus, and allows nane to feek him in vain. Give Y 
thanks unto him who daily loadeth you with his be- : 
efts, whoſe mercies endure for ever, and whole | oy 
grace faileth never. In all your acts of worſhip, ho- 8 
nour and acknowledge God as the alone Author of wy 
your falvation; and uniformly endeavour to teſtify 5 
your gratitude and obedience to him, by living devot- KS. 
ed to his ſervice, and depending co atinually on the 5 
care of his providence, and the aſſiſtance of his grace. Is 
Declare his doings among the people. The prophet all 
had no doubt chicily in view, the renowned acts of FF 


the Lord, which form the principal fubject of this 
facred hymn, and are included in that glorious work 
of divine providence and grace whereby he accom- 
pliſhed the redemption of his people. All the works 
of God are truly great, and incomparably magnifi- 
cent: they all unite in accompliihing the purpoſes of 
Ichovah, and diſplaying his glory. This renders 
them ſtil] more illuſtrioss, and worthy to be record- 
ed. Of all the doings of the Lord, the ſtupendous 


work whereby he hath accompliſhed the eternal ſalva- 


* 


tion of his church is the moſt glorious, and deſerving = ; 
of admiratioa and praiſe. Contemplate the primary =” 
fources from which it proceeds: the ſovereign good of Go 
pleaſure of divine goodueſs; ; the great love wherewith Thats 


God 
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God loved the world, even when men were enemies 
to him in their minds, and by wicked works, and 
were dea in treſpaſſes and ſins. Survey the procur- 
ing cauſes whereby it was obtained, the amazing hu- 
miliation, the perfect obedience, the meritorious 
death, with the ſubſequent reſtored life, exaltation, 
and glory, of the only begotten and well beloved Son 
of God. Think of the aſtoniſhing way by which it 
is communicated, by the waſhing of regeneration, 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt; who takes of 
the things of Chriſt, and ſhews thera to men; and to 
whom is aſcribed our participation in the ineſtimable 
benefits flowing from the love of God, and the me- 
diation of Jeſus Chriſt. Meditate of the bleſſed 
means employed for rendering men partakers of this 
great ſalvation ; the providences, the ordinances, the 
word, and ſervants of God, genuine faith, and real re- 
pentance, with their various operations and inſeparable 
concomitants, preparing for its cqmplete and everlaſt- 
ing enjoyment. This work, which is in a peculiar 
manner the doing of the Lord, ought to be marvellous 
in our eyes, admired in our hearts, publiſhed by our 
tongues, and magnified in our hves, that people of 
all ranks may become joyful in our God; and all the 
world may know, love, and obey him, and rejoice in 
his ſalvation. In declaring the doings of the Al- 
mighty, take heed that you do not confound one 
thing with another, and that you do not ſeparate 
what God hath joined together. By the faithful per- 
tormance of the exerciſe to which you are here invit- 
cd, you may hope that glory ſhall accrue to God in 
the higheſt, that the conqueits obtained by the great 
Redeemer ſhall become better known, that the truits 
of holineſs and righteoulnets {halt be more abundant, 
and that the praiſes aſcribed to God and the Lamb 
mall be multiplied. 

Make mention that his name is exalted. The name 
of God may here denote, the glorious titles, and di- 
ue attributes of which he is poſſeſſed, that juſtly 

4X claim 
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claim the higheſt honour and eſteem from thoſe to 
whom thcy are made known. The word rendered 


exalt, ſignifies to raiſe to the higheſt eminence, and fo 


to eſtabliſh and confirm in that elevated condition, as 


no power ſhall be able to moleſt or depreſs. The 


name of God is exalted, when the divine characters 


and perfections, of which he hath given the moſt glo- 
rious demonſtrations, are highly extolled, and cele- 
brated as truly great and honourable. By the ſalva- 
tion of the church, contemplated in its fources, 
means, and conſequences, the illuſtrious characters, 


and divine attributes of Jehovah, ſuch as his wiidom, 


love, power, righteouſneſs, and faithfulneſs, are diſ- 


played with the brighteſt luſtre, and therefore ought 


to be often mentioned. Make mention, then, that 
God's name is exalted. This affords an excellent 
ſubject of diſcourſe. People often ſpeak at great 
length of very trifling matters that occur in the com- 
mon buſineſſes of lite, and treat of affairs which it 
would be more prudent to conceal. Converſation of 
this ſort cannot. edify : it cannot make men hoher, 
wiſer, or better. Writers frequently relate the coun- 
ſels and tranſactions of princes and great men, though 
fooliſh, contemptible, and wicked, and the recording 
of them ſerves no valuable purpoſe. Ought not Chriſ- 
tians often to mention the wiſe counſels, and won- 
derful acts of the Lord, whereby his name is greatly 
exalted, that they may tranſmit with honour the me- 
mory of his great goodneſs to lateſt poſterity? To 
this pleaſant and ùſeful employment you are now in- 
vited. Engage in it with frequency and alacrity, and 
vou ſhall certainly find it attended with the moſt ſa- 
lutary effects to yourſelves and others. No topic of 
converſation ſo ſublime as the name of Jehovah, 
wich is impreſſed upon all bis works, magnified in 
his word, and exaltcd to the higheſt glory and re- 
nown, in that great ſalvation which he hath wrought 
tor his people. 


5 Sing 


ct 
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5 Sing unto the LoRPD; for he hath done ex- 


cellent things: this zs known in all the earth, 


To ſing unto the Lord, is to celebrate his praiſes in 
ſongs compoſed of verſes, wherein his tremendous 
majeſty is extolled, his mighty acts are recorded, his 
immenſe benefits are acknowledged, and his adorable 
grace is magnified. This delightful exerciſe, whillt 
it pleaſes the ear, aſſiſts the memory, warms the affec- 
tions, and animates devotion. In all the ages of the 
church, it hath been eſteemed an important part of di- 


vine worſhip, i in which the people of God have, with 


united hearts and harmonious voices, proclaimed the 
praiſes of his love, righteouſncis, grace, and faithful- 
neſs, manifeſted in their ſalvation. 
work, the ſcriptures plainly intimate that angels and 
faints are employed in heaven, where they ſing the Song 
of Moſes and the Lamb.——Let it therefore be our ſo- 
licitous concern, to be prepared for joining theſe ce- 


leſtial ſpirits, in celebrating the praiſes of our God 


and Saviour. For this noble ſervice, God hath been 
pleaſed to furniſh us with ſuitable powers : new mat- 
ter of praiſe is continually afforded us, by the boun- 
ties of providence : new ſongs are put into our 


mouths, by the proper uſe of which, we may be pre- 
pared for receiving new mercies z and at laſt for j join- 


ing the church of the firſt-born that are written in hea- 
ven, in thoſe celeſtial ſongs which they ſing to him 
that ſitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever and ever. Let us then cheerfully embrace every 
opportunity of performing this ſublime exerciſe, fre- 
quently inculcated in the word of God. This ſub- 
ject adminiſters juſt reproof to thoſe who have not a 
proper ſenſe of the importance and utility of ſinging 
unto the Lord; who, without ſuſſicient reaſon, appear 
not in the church until this part of divine ſervice be 
over, and retire from public worſhip before ſinging 


the pſalm with which it is concluded. Who is a 
* wile man, and endued with knowledge among 


8 you? 


In this bleſſed 
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you? let him ſhew out of a good converſation his 


© works with meekneſs of wiſdom *.* Forſake not 
the houſe of your God; and again, I ſay, neglect not 
any proper opportunity of ſhewing . forth the praiſes 
of the Lord your God. 

For he hath done excellent things. The things here 
intended, are the works of creation and providence, 
and eſpecially the great work of redemption. In the 


things that God hath created, he hath left deep im- 


preſſions of his divine excellencics, inſomuch that 
though they may not be eſteemed excellent on their 
own account, they ſhould be conſidered as excellent 
becauſe he formed them. They juſtly merit this 
deſcription, 1n reſpect of their various powers and or- 
ders, their quantity and quality, their matter and 
form, their influence and utility. The things that 
God hath done in the diſpenſations of his providence 
are no leſs excellent. What wonderful order, con- 
nection, and deſign, are conſpicuous in the arrange- 
ments he hath made! what noble triumphs hath he 
obtained over his enemies! what equity and truth 
hath he manifeſted in all his ways! what awful 
majeſty appears in his judgments! what mercy 
and goodneſs in his deliverances! Above all, what 
excellent things hath been done by the Lord God Al- 
mighty, in the redemption of tranſgreſſors! So great, 
ſo excellent, are the things comprehended in this 
work, that we have not minds capable of conceiving 
them, nor words to expreſs them, nor examples to 
illuſtrate them. This wonderful work of God, dil- 
tinguiſhed by its ſuper-eminent excellence, ſtands ar- 


rayed with native incomparable glory. It is of ſuch 


conſummate excellence, and vaſt magnitude, that it 
cannot be ſufficiently extolled : it hath been highly 
celebrated through ages that are paſt, and ſhall con- 


tinue to be the ſubject of everlaſting praiſes. Things 


are commonly eſteemed excellent which are poſſeſſed 


* James iii. 13. 


of 
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of every property that can render them valuable and 
uſeful, and ſerve the purpoſes for which they are in- 
tended, eſpecially when they are done in ſuch a man- 
ner as excites admiration and delight. The excellency 
here ſpoken of, may refer both to the things them- 
ſelves, and the manner of their execution. The things 
that God hath done are poſſeſſed of every qualifi- 
cation requiſite to accompliſh the purpoſes for which 
they are deſigned; whilſt, at the ſame time, they 
are ſo done as to excite aſtoniſhment and pleaſure 
in thoſe who contemplate them. In this view, how 
eminent, for inſtance, is the forgivenels of fins, 
acceptance with God, introduction into glorious li- 
berty, and a right to the high privileges of the ſons of 
God, through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt; the con- 
verſion, renovation, and exaltation, of human nature 
to eternal life, through the agency of the Holy Spirit! 
T his is known in all the earth. The fame of the ex- 
cellent things performed by the Lord, eſpecially of 
the renowned work of the {alvation of the church, is 
ſpread abroad through the whole world. They were 
every where reported in the miniſtry of the goſpel, 
the ſound whereof went throughout all the earth, and 


their words unto the ends of the world. What the 


royal prophet literally athrms concerning the heavens, 
the apoſtle Paul allegorically applies to miniſters of 
the goſpel, the luminaries of the ſpiritual world; 

their miniſtry extended, as he affirms, to the moſt 
diſtant known regions of the inhabited earth: Their 


found went unto all the earth, and their words unto - 


© the ends of the world. Thus was the prediction 
of Jeſus Chriſt in part fulfilled : © And this goſpel of 
the kingdom ſhall be preached in all the world, for 
* a witnels unto all nations g.“ In conſequence of this 
prophecy, the joytul tidings of theſe excellent things 
that God hath wrought, have reached this highly fa- 


voured iſland which we inhabit. This happy circum- 


* Rom. x. 18. ＋ Matth. xxiv. 14. 


ſtance 
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| ſtance furniſhes us with an agreeable proof of the 
| truth of the afſertion contained in the words under 

conſideration. Let us gratefully acknowledge this 
inſtance of the divine goodneſs; and endeavour, with 
fidelity and diligence, to improve this 1 important ad- 
vantage. 


6 Cry out and ſhout, thou inhabitant of Zion: 
for great zs the holy One of lirael in the midſt 
of thee. 


This facred hymn of thankſgiving and praiſe, con- 
cludes with a warm invitation to the higheſt expreſ- 
ſion of exultation and joy. People often cry out and 
ſhout, when greatly elated with the triumphs which 
they have obtained, and the agreeable proſpects that 
are exhibited to their view. When the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord was brought into the camp of 
Hrael at Shiloh, we read, that all Iſrael ſhouted for 
joy with a loud ſhout, ſo that the earth rang again. 

When the Phariſees deſired our Lord to rebuke the 

multitude of his diſciples, who rejoiced and praiſed 

God with a loud voice, for all the mighty works that 

they had ſeen, he informed them, That ſhould theſe 

hold their peace, the ſtones would immediately cry 

out, to celebrate his triumphant entry into Jeruſa- 

{ lem“. Theſe paſſages of ſcripture aſſiſt us in under- 
ſtanding the import of the invitation, which is here 

addrefled to every inhabitant of Zion, who is called 

upon to join in this effuſion of triumph, to which 

the ſalvation of the Lord affords juſt occaſion. The 

mount, which was anciently called Zion, is often men- 

tioned in ſcripture as a figure or type of the church 

of Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſo by the inhabitant of Zion, is 

chiefly intended the Ifracl and children of God, who 

2 reſide in the church under the New Teſtament, and 
participate of the glorious privileges * to this 
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* Luke xix. 37. & ſeq. 


honourable 
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honourable ſelect ſociety. Every individual of this 
deſcription, is here invited to give the ſtrongeſt de- 
monſtrations of gladneſs and gratitude of which he is 
capable, in celebrating the mercies of Jehovah, the 
victories of the Lamb, and his eternal ſalvation ; who, 


having overcome, is now conducting them to final 


conqueſt, glory, and immortality. Let every ge- 


nuine member of the church of Chriſt immediately 


comply with the call here given; and expreſs, in the 
ſtrongeit manner, his grateful lenſe of the greateſt 
of all mercies, the redemption of the world by our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. One ſubſtantial 

reaſon why we ought thus to ſhout, 1s here ſubjoined : 
Fer great is the holy One of Iſrael i in the midſt of thee. 
God our Saviour is certainly the perſon here intended 
by this deſcription, and to him it eminently belongs. 
He is perfectly holy in his nature, in the works that 
he hath done, and in the word of his grace his purity 
ſhines forth with the brighteſt luſtre. He is the living 
ſource of all that holineſs of which his people are 
poſſeſſed, the complete pattern which they are called 
to imitate, and his holineſs is the moſt powerful 
motive whereby reſemblance to him is 1nculcated. 
Have recourſe then to this holy One, that he may 
make you partakers of his holineſs. Be ye holy (ſaith 
he), for I the Lord your God am holy. As the in- 
vitible things of God, even his eternal power and 
Godhead, are ſeen in the things that are made, ſo let 
the other invif ble things of God, even his immaculate 
purity and ri: rhreouſnels, be ſeen in your temper and 
conduct. Study, As devs children, to be imitators of 
God, in his mercy, fait! thtuineſs, compaſſion, and pa- 
tience. This holy One is affirmed to be great. 
, Behold, God is great, and we know him not. He is 
a great God, and a great King above all gods.“ His 
infinite grandeur and greatnefs, in majeſty and every 
divine attribute, 1 is often highly celebrated in ſcripture. 
He is great in power, both icgilative and executive: 
be commandeth whatloever he pleaſeth, and doth 
whatſocver 
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whatſoever ſeemeth good in his ſight. He is great 
in goodneſs and love. How inconceivably great the 
goodneſs he hath laid up for them that fear him! 
How wonderfully great the love wherewith he loved 
us, when dead in treſpaſſes and ſins! How very great 
are his mercies, which arc extended to the molt un- 
worthy, and pardon the greateſt tranſgreſſions! It is 
unneceſſary to enlarge. This holy One declares his 
greatnels, eſpecially in the midſt of his people, by the 
great, unſearchable, and marvellous things, without 
number, that he hath done for them, and among 
them. The wondertul works performed by the Lord, 
in all places, and in all ages, afford the moſt ſtriking 
demonſtrations of his excellent greatneſs. But the 
diſplays he gives of his grandeur to his people, in the 
ineſtimable favours which he confers upon them, the 
glorious deliverances that he works for them, and the 
awful judgments which he inflicts upon their enemies, 
are truly illuſtrious and magnificent. The holy One 
of Iſrael is not only in the midſt of his people in ge- 
neral, by his gracious preſence, to bleſs them, and to 
beautify their aſſemblies; but he is in the midſt of 
every mhabitant of Zion: he is formed in him the 
hope of glory, dwelling in him by his word and Spirit, 
and abiding with him, to ſanctify, ſtrengthen, guide, 
and comfort him. c 
The greatneſs of Jehovah demands from you great 
praiſes, great !ervices, great love, great fear, great ho- 
nour, great ſacrifices, and great ſubjection. The Lord 
is great, and greatly to be praiſed. . Give then, xe 
kindreds of the people, the glory due unto his name. 
Take heed that you act up to thoſe principles which 
- you profeſs to believe and acknowledge. It is an caſy 
matter verbally to conleſs the greatneſs of Jchovali, 
which we are invited to extol ; "but it is much more 
difticult to act up to this profeſſion, Having acknow- 
ledged that the rightcouineſs, of God is very great, 
beware of arraigning the cquiry and Juſtice of his 
diſpenſations. Having ad ord him as the only wile 


God, 
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God, be fully ſatisfied with the conduct and diſtribu- 


tions of his providence. Having praiſed the riches 
of his mercy and grace, beware of preſuming on his 
mercy to commit ſin, and of turning his grace into 
wantonneſs. The celebration of the divine greatneſs 
is only an unmeaning compliment, if it hath not a 
happy influence upon practice: it is no more than 
empty ſound, if we act not conſiſtently with our ac- 
knowledgments and praiſes. Our actions are always 
the beſt expoſition of what we believe and ſpeak. — 


Remember, Chriſtians, that ye are the temple of 


the living God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
In you; that the temple of God is holy, which temple 


P are. Remember that nothing can be more un- 
eemly than to fing, in a new ſong, the praiſes of God 
with an old heart, or 2ven with a heart not tuned 


for this celeſtial employment. If the voice of re- 
joicing and ſalvation be heard in the tabernacles of the 
righteous, how much more ought the voice of thankſ- 
giving and praiſe to fill the living temples of God ! 
Sing ye praiſes with underitanding : publiſh the name 
of the Lord : aſcribe ye greatneſs unto our God. 


Sing unto the Lord a new ſong, and his praiſe in the 


congregation. of his ſaints. Let Ifracl rejoice in him 
that made him: let the inhabitants of Zion be joyful 


in their King, who taketh pleaſure in his people, and 


will beautify the meek with ſalvation. Let every thing 
that hath breath praiſe the Lord. Hallelujah. 


Thus, my brethren, through the continued gracious 


aſſiſtance of God, I have finifhed my Lectures upon 
the firſt part of the Prophecies of I{aiah. With what 
Tucceſs I leave you to determine. Frequently and 
feriouſly recollect what you have heard, and wherein 
you have profited ; and ceaſe not earneſtly to implore 
that the divine bleſſing may accompany my labours for 
your benefit. To my expoſition of words, add your 


comment of good works. A living commentary on 
the Bible is infinitely preferable to the beſt that ever 


was written or ſpoken. I entreat that you will let me 
4 2 have 
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have the pleaſure of ſeeing you diligently carrying on 
this bleſſed work. I aſk no more, and I can be ſa- 
tisfied with no leſs than a comfortable anſwer to this 
requeſt; which may God diſpoſe you to grant, to 
his glory, and your own benefit. I conclude with 
the words of an eminent writer, which juſtly deſerve 


your attentive practical regard : * The word of God 


was written to give us not merely a ſpeculative ap- 
5 prehenſion, but an experimental ſenſe and feeling 
of holy things, comfortable or terrifying, as our 
© ſpiritual] ſtate requires. I rejoice at thy word, as 
one that findeth great ſpoil, faith the pſalmiſt. To 
* this man will I look, faith the Lord, even to him that 


e js poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and that trembleth at 


* my word. Too many, alas! have no conception of 
er this efficacy in ſcripture; and no wonder, for they 
have never ſeriouſly endeavoured to have any. But 
let them try in earneſt, and they will infallibly ſuc- 
** ceed, if they uſe proper means. We read of ſome, 
wy what will be true of all in the ſame condition, that 
the word did not profit them, not being mixed with 
<« faith. God indeed can operate according to his 
< own pleaſure; but, humanly ſpeaking, perſons will 
« not be influenced by what they diſbelieve, or much 


© by what they believe but faintly. Nay, ſhould they 


e labour to make the ſtrongeſt impreſſions on their 
&© own uls, without applying to him whoſe gift ſav- 
ce ing faith is, their efforts would be vain. But let any 
% one jointly ſtrive and pray, for a deep conviction 


* that the Bible is the appointed inſtrument of his re- 


& fligious proficiency : then let him read it, not as per- 
„forming a talk he xnows not why, from which he 
% had rather be excuied ; not to outſhine others in 


«© reatinels of quotation, or plauſibility of interpret- 


5 ing, or Oppo fitions of ſcience, talſely fo called; not 
e to farniſn himfelt with weapons for debate and con- 
% troverly, much lefs for uncharitableneſs and abule ; 
© but to amend his inward ſtate toward God. Let 


* him according ly ſtop on fit occaſions, and think; 
* hat 
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What conſolations doth this paſſage adminiſter to 
me? What acknowledgments to heaven doth this 
declaration require from me? What fear for my- 
ſelf doth this threatening call for ? What duty doth 
this precept or pattern point out to me? Of what 
ſin doth it convince me? Againſt what dangers 
doth it warn me? Is my character ahd behaviour 
{ſuitable to this command or exhortation, this de- 
ſcription or good example? Or do I ſee myſelf here, 
under another name, reproved, condemned, ſtig- 
matized? Have I acquired that ſenſe of my own 
ſinfulneſs and weakneſs, of God's holineſs and 
juſtice, of my need of the merits of Chriſt and 


the grace of the divine Spirit, which the whole 


tenour of ſcripture inculcates ? or am I {till inclined 
to ſtand or tall by my own righteouſneſs? Faithful 


pains taken for ſome time in ſuch home queſtions, 


without forcing unnatural uſes out of any text, but 
only dwelling on thoſe that fairly preſent themſelves, 
will make us experience a divine virtue in the 
ſacred writings, piercing firſt, and healing after- 
wards ; which, provided we are not ſatisfied with 
being piouſſy moved at the time, and then relapſing 


Into what we were before, but continue the inquiry 


ſteadily, and carry on every feeling into practice, 
will aſſuredly transform us into what we ought to 
be.“ Let us entreat the bleſſing of God on our 


humble endeavours to underſtand the ſcriptures, that 
receiving the ſeed of the word into good and honeſt 
hearts, we may bring forth fruit with patience. The 
grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you 


all. 


Ainen. 


FIN IS. 


